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(342nd Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 
Thursday, the 12th September, 2024 

 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 

 

[Questions Nos. 2, 3 and 7 were deferred on  

27th August, 2024 (342nd Session)] 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 2 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan: 

 (Notice Received on 11/07/2024 at 10:09 AM) QID: 42193 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that the post of Head/ CEO of IGNITE is 

lying vacant, if so, the date since which it is vacant, the steps 

taken by the Government for filling the same and the time by 

which that post will be filled in; and  

 

(b) the steps taken by the IGNITE to achieve the goals of Digital 

Pakistan vision launched in 2015? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) Current Status of the Position: 

 

 The CEO position at Ignite became vacant after completion of the 

fixed-term (3-year) employment contract of the former CEO, Mr. Asim 

Shahryar Husain, on January 17, 2024. Ignite announced the vacancy on 

December 24, 2023, with an application submission deadline of January 8, 

2024. 
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Additional Charge for the Position of CEO: 

 

 As per decision of the Board, Mr. Adeel Aijaz Shaikh, GM 

(Corporate Affairs) has been assigned additional charge for the post of 

Chief Executive Officer w.e.f. 18th January, 2024 for an interim period till 

joining of regular incumbent after appointment by the Board. 

 

CEO Recruitment and Selection Process: 

 

 The Board’s HR Committee supervised the shortlisting process of 

CEO candidates. Following the Human Resource Governance 

Committee’s (HRGC) recommendation, the Board conducted interviews 

of the top candidates in May 2024 and unanimously selected one suitable 

candidate for appointment, subject to verification of his past employment 

records as submitted to the Company. The employment verification of the 

finalized candidate was completed by the Company, and the findings were 

presented to the Board after review by the HRGC. Based on the available 

information related to the candidate’s employment record, the Board 

decided to re-advertise the position on June 12, 2024, with a new 

application submission deadline of June 27, 2024. 

 

Progress on CEO Appointment: 

 

 The HRGC has completed the screening and interview rounds of 

the shortlisted applicants on August 5, 2024. HRGC’s recommendation 

will be presented to the Board in its upcoming meeting. The management 

expects that the Board of Ignite will likely conclude the CEO hiring 

process by September 20, 2024. 
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 (b)  
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(Def.) *Question No. 3 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan: 
 (Notice Received on 11/07/2024 at 10:10 AM) QID: 42195 
 

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Government has amended the 
Abandoned Properties Act, 1975 through Finance Act, 2024 
allowing the organizations to retain the Government money and 
not deposit it in the Federal Consolidated Fund as required under 
the Public Finance (Management) Act, 2019, if so, the reason 
thereof? 

 
 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: Yes. The 
Government has amended the APO Act, 1975 through the Finance Act, 
2024. The new amendment allows APO to reinvest funds as per law if 
required. However, the amendment does not prevent the organization from 
depositing surplus funds into Federal Consolidated Fund as required under 
the Finance Act, 2019. The APO, at present continues to deposit its 
surplus funds in the Federal Consolidated Fund under Section 19 (1) of the 
APO Act, 1975. 
 
(Def.) *Question No. 7 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan: 
 (Notice Received on 12/07/2024 at 11:58 AM) QID: 42202 

          
Will the Minister for Information Technology and 
Telecommunications be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
post of Managing Director of Pakistan Software Export Board 
(PSEB) has been laying vacant, if so, the date since which it is 
laying vacant, the measures taken by the Government to fill that 
post and the time by which the same will be filled in? 

 
 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: The Pakistan Software Export 
Board (PSEB) is a state-owned enterprise registered with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission of Pakistan. The affairs of the company are 
managed and administered by Board of Directors approved by the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, with the Federal Minister for the Ministry of 
Information Technology as the Chairman of the Board. 
 
 2. The tenure of the former Managing Director of PSEB 
concluded on August 12, 2022. The recruitment process for the new CEO 
of PSEB was initiated promptly, and the PSEB Board of Directors, in its 
53rd Board Meeting held on August 23, 2022, approved the re-designation 
of the post from Managing Director to Chief Executive Officer (CEO). 
The term of the appointment for the CEO was set for three years from the 
date of appointment, in accordance with the provisions of the Companies 
Act, applicable rules, and practices in the corporate sector and other public 
sector companies under the MoITT. 
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 3. An advertisement for the position was published in 
newspapers on Sunday, September 4, 2022, with a deadline of fifteen days 
from the date of publication (i.e., September 18, 2022). In response, a total 
of 160 applications were received, which were reviewed by the HR 
Committee of the Board in its meeting held on September 28, 2022. The 
HR Committee shortlisted 30 candidates for interviews by the Board of 
Directors of PSEB. 
 
 4. The PSEB Board of Directors, in its 54th Board Meeting held 
on October 26, 2022, interviewed the shortlisted candidates, and based on 
the consolidated marks obtained by the candidates, recommended three 
candidates to the Government in order of preference for appointment as 
CEO of PSEB for a period of three years. The Cabinet Division, in its 
meeting dated April 12, 2023, approved the appointment of Mr. Ali Raza 
as CEO of PSEB for three years, with a lump sum monthly pay package of 
Rs. 1,812,523 (Inclusive of all). This appointment was also endorsed by 
the Board in its 56th Board Meeting held on May 23, 2023. However, one 
of the security agencies did not provide security clearance for the 
incumbent. The matter was presented in the 57th Board Meeting held on 
August 9, 2023, and the Board resolved that MoITT should request the 
concerned agency to reconsider the case, as the position of CEO is crucial 
for the smooth functioning of the organization. Despite this request, the 
agency again regretted the clearance. Accordingly, the appointment of Mr. 
Ali Raza was treated as withdrawn ab-initio, and PSEB did not pay any 
remuneration to him. 
 
 5. The re-advertisement of the post of CEO was approved by the 
Board, and the position was advertised on April 7, 2024. In response, a 
total of 234 applications were received, which were reviewed by the HR 
Committee in its meeting held on May 15, 2024. The HR Committee 
shortlisted 16 candidates whose preliminary interviews were conducted to 
evaluate and assess the most suitable candidates. Based on specific 
competencies required for the role, such as leadership, strategic thinking, 
problem-solving, and communication skills, six candidates were further 
shortlisted for interviews by the Board. 
 
 6. The PSEB Board of Directors, in its 59th Board Meeting held 
on June 3, 2024, interviewed the six candidates and, based on the 
consolidated marks obtained, recommended three candidates to the 
Government in order of preference for appointment as CEO of PSEB for a 
period of three years. The summary was submitted to MoITT for 
necessary due diligence and clearance from relevant departments. MoITT 
has taken up the matter with the Establishment Division for necessary due 
diligence and clearance from respective departments/agencies. 
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*Question No. 96-C Senator Shahadat Awan: 
(Notice Received on 27/08/2024 at 2:11 PM) QID: 42345 

          
Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 
state: 
 
(a) the details of EPAD system for procurement introduced in 

PPRA indicating also the source and amount of funding for 
the same; and 

 
(b) the details of implementation of the said system for 

procurement by the Ministries/ Divisions and their attachment 
departments at present? 

 
 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: # (a) EPADS was 
launched as a part of Public Financial Management System: Program for 
Results” (PforR) under the aegis of the World Bank. EPADS is a web-
based customized solution, which encompasses complete procurement life 
cycle and records all procurement activities and related information. EP 
ADS is envisioned to be governed by the core principles of procurement 
including economy, efficiency, fairness, transparency and accountability 
to enhance the confidence of the interested parties in the procurement 
system. The detail of budget allocation and expenditure incurred on the 
said project so far is as under: 
 

 
 

 (b) EPADS was piloted in the Federal Ministries of Health and 

Education w.e.f. March 1, 2023, and subsequently the project was rolled 

out in 301 Procuring Agencies of 37 Federal Government Ministries/ 

Divisions/ Departments. Public Procurement Regulatory Authority 

(PPRA) issued a Regulation on February 27, 2023, mandating the 

adoption of EPADS by all Ministries/ Departments / Divisions. The latest 

status of Procuring Agencies under Federal Government’s Ministries / 

Divisions /Departments using EP ADS is given in ANNEXTURE-I. 

_________________________________________________________ 

# Tr. From Ministry of Finance. 
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Annex-I 
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*Question No. 97 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

(Notice Received on 5/07/2024 at 4:50 PM) QID: 42152 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to refer to Senate’s Starred 

Question No.30 replied on 4th August, 2022 and state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that the USF project namely NG-BSD 

Abbottabad Lot ai-med for provision of 4-G and voice 

services to the un-served and undeserved areas of Abbottabad 

has not been completed so far, if so, the reasons thereof; 

 

(b) whether any action has been taken against those responsible 

for delay in completion of the said project, if so, the details 

thereof; and  

 

(c) the steps being taken by the Government to provide 4-G and 

voice services in those areas of Abbottabad? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) Yes, Universal Service Fund 

launched a project namely NG-BSD, Abbottabad Lot targeting a total of 

115 unserved/underserved mauzas. 

 

 Meanwhile, LC margin conditions and import restrictions were 

imposed by the government. This not only challenged the progress on 

already running projects but also forced USF to cancel number of 

advertised new projects as industry showed its inability to participate in 

USF projects amid equipment import embargo due to LC Constraints as 

imposed by State Bank of Pakistan 

 

 Furthermore, the biggest challenge currently being faced by USF is 

the availability of requisite funds due to which no new project has been 

taken up since October 2022. The recent release of funds is barely 

sufficient to fulfill USF’s ongoing commitments thereby limiting the 

available fiscal space with USF.  

 

 (b) As stated above the imposition of ban import restrictions and 

LC margin conditions thwarted the progress on running projects as well as 

compelled usf to withdraw from initiating progress and advertising 

projects as industry showed in its inability to participate in USF projects 
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due to LC constraints imposed by State Bank of Pakistan, as such the 

project has not been delayed due to inability of any office or person.  

 

(c)1. Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) are obliged to expand 

their network roll out with latest available technologies for the 

benefit for public. 

 

2. In the  year 2023, 6x new sites have been Installed In 

District Abbottabad, [5x PTML (Ufone) and 1x (CMPak 

(Zong)]. a total of 421x sites are on-air In Abbottabad 

District. This includes 16x USF: sites in Abbottabad which 

were initially surveyed in September 2022 after deployment. 

The sites were found to be equipped with 2G, 3G, and 4G 

technologies to enhance coverage in remote areas. 

 

3. A follow-up survey was conducted from in February, 2023, 

aimed at reassessing the USF sites and Quality of Service 

(QoS) showed significant improvements in network 

availability and reliability due to battery backup upgrades and 

improved fuel management for backup generators. 

 

4. However, the survey also highlighted ongoing issues with the 

absence of commercial power at some sites and prolonged 

load shedding in areas where commercial power is available. 

Addressing these power supply issues could further enhance 

seamless service delivery. 

 

5. The analysis revealed that power outages in the region range 

from 4 to 18 hours, with an average of 4-5hrs load-shedding 

impacting telecom infrastructure daily in the district during 

last 3 months. 

 

6. PTA actively followed up with CMOs to gauge improvement 

in QoS being provided to the public, in this regard a detailed 

independent survey was also conducted in Abbottabad in 

September 2023. The survey revealed that 4G/LTE and 3Q 

technology-based licensed services’ signal strength 

compliance in Abbottabad was high for all operators. Voice 

services in Abbottabad demonstrated reliable performance, 

with Call Setup Success Rates, Call Completion Ratios, and 

Mean Opinion Scores indicating generally good voice quality. 
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Both voice and data services were found to meet the licensed 

thresholds. For more details, the comprehensive survey report 

is available on the PTA’s official website in the Consumer 

Support (QoS Surveys) section: 

 httes://www.pta.gov.pk/en/consumer-support 

 

7. Enhancement of Quality of Service Standards. In addition, 

PTA has enhanced QoS for voice and mobile broadband 

services and consequently improved the licensed definitions 

for 3G/4G download data speeds as below. 

 

(i) 3G: From 256 kbps in 2020 to 1 Mbps in 2021 

 

(ii) 4G: From 2 Mbps in 2020 to 4 Mbps in 2021 

 

8. New Network Roll Out Obligations. CMOs are issued 

licenses for a period of 15x years. New parameters of 

population-based coverage have been introduced in 2021. 

Network Rollout obligations in terms of percentage 

population coverage increase each year in each province is 

also added in new/renewed licenses. 

 

9. It is worth to note that State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) vide its 

Circulars dated 7-4-2022 and 27-12-2022 directed banks to 

obtain 100% cash margin on the import of almost all the 

telecom equipment and mobile handsets and due to 

restrictions on LC/ICs imposed by the SBP, CMOs were 

unable to import telecommunication equipment which is 

essential for operating/ expanding telecom systems/ services, 

this resulted in operators’ shipments being put on hold. PTA 

approached State Bank of Pakistan requesting to ease import 

restrictions and declare telecom sector related equipment as 

“Priority / Essential Items”. 

 

10. Owing to the challenges faced by the industry, PTA granted 

one-year extension to CMOs towards network roll out 

obligations in 2022-23. 

 

11. In addition, USF Co. is also engaged to ensure/facilitate CMO 

coverage and latest technologies in the underdeveloped/ 

undeserved areas in the said area through special projects. 
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Therefore, USF Co. may like to update on steps taken by USF 

Co. to improve services in remote/underserved areas within 

Abbottabad. 

 

*Question No. 98 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

(Notice Received on 10/07/2024 at 2:34 PM) QID: 42156 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that the mobile services (i.e. voice and 

data services of Ufone and Telenor) in Tehsil Darband of 

District Mansehra particularly in the areas of Nikka Pani and 

Kajla, are not functioning properly for the last six months, if 

so, the details and reasons thereof; 

 

(b) whether it is also a fact that various complaints to this effect 

have been registered by the residents with request to improve 

the service quality, if so, the details thereof; and 

 

(c) the steps being taken by the Government to restore and 

upgrade the voice and data services in the said areas? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) Universal Service Fund 

company, under section 33B of Telecommunication Act (as amended), has 

been mandated to provide access to telecommunication services to the 

people in unserved, underserved, rural and remote areas across Pakistan. 

Any area that already has voice and data services of even a single operator 

is considered served from USF perspective and already served areas are 

beyond USF mandate. 

 

 The locations mentioned in the letter have been analyzed and 

analysis results follow: 
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 It is pertinent to highlight that all these locations are not target of 

any USF project in the area. Whereas one of the location ‘Nikka Pani’ is 

falling within the coverage of a USF operational Site as well. The USF site 

is however targeting mauza ‘ANGAR BEHN’ mainly. Any adjustment of 

the site may affect the coverage of USF Target area.  

 

 (b) No complaint has been received by USF for improvement of 

services in the said areas, since past 6 months. 

 

 (c) Resolution of issues pertaining to the existing services, in any 

given area, fall within the ambit of PTA. Therefore, PTA may be engaged 

for response in this regard. 

 

*Question No. 99 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

(Notice Received on 25/07/2024 at 4:04 PM) QID: 42241 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state the measures taken by the 

Government to deal with the slowing down of social media sites in 

the country on account of introduction of firewall? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: PTA is not involved in the funding, 

procurement, deployment or operations of any Firewall project at the 

National level. In terms of performance of social media, during the month 

of August, complaints were received for degradation of META services 

specifically WhetsApp. The matter was taken up with the Licensed 

Operators for rectification. It has been reported by the Operators in the 

first week of September that Issues pertaining to META and specifically 

WhetsApp have been resolved and they are now normal. 

 

*Question No. 100 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

(Notice Received on 19/08/2024 at 1:40 PM) QID: 42302 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state the measures taken by the 

Government to ensure reliable, affordable and inclusive internet 

access for all citizens indicating also the entities / authorities 

responsible for the same? 
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 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: PTA has undertaken the 

following initiatives, which Indirectly contribute to ensuring reliable, 

affordable, and Inclusive Internet access for all citizens: 

 

 Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has allowed 6 

Gigahertz (GHz) spectrum band for unlicensed operation for Wireless 

Local Area Network (WLAN) in Pakistan. With unlocking of this band, 

Pakistan has become the 10th country in Asia Pacific to embrace 6 GHz 

for Wi-Fi. Currently, only 60 Countries worldwide have unlocked 6 GHZ 

(full or partial) for RLAN (Wi-Fi) services. This development aims to 

facilitate the deployment of next-generation Wi-Fi technologies across 

Pakistan, empowering businesses and individuals with high-speed, low-

latency connectivity. This initiative underscores Pakistan’s commitment to 

bridging the digital divide and ensuring nationwide access to advanced 

technologies. By collaborating with industry stakeholders, the PTA aims 

to streamline the rollout of high-performance Wi-Fi networks, 

empowering individuals and communities across the country. The 

Initiative facilitates the adoption of cutting-edge Wi-Fi technologies, 

accelerating the pace of digital transformation in Pakistan and enabling 

easy access of State of the Art Internet for Public. 

 

 PTA has formulated the Telecom Infrastructure Sharing 

Framework, which has been published after Federal Government approval. 

This will help in the proliferation of the Internet. This Telecom 

Infrastructure Sharing Framework is a major step forward for the growth 

& sustainability of telecom sector in Pakistan. It is expected to 

significantly reduce the CapEx and OpEx required for the telecom 

networks which will ultimately benefit the consumers in the form of lower 

prices and better Quality of Service (QoS) and increased availability of 

public WiFi hotspots. 

 

*Question No. 101 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

(Notice Received on 19/08/2024 at 1:41 PM) QID: 42303 

 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state whether it is a fact 

that 30 aircrafts of PIA have been parked at Karachi airport which 

have deteriorated into scrap with their parts being stolen, if so, the 
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date and cost of purchase, date and reasons of parking of each of 

the same separately? 

 

 Khawaja Muhammad Asif: According to Pakistan International 

Airline Corporation Limited (PIACL), eighteen (18) aircraft are presently 

parked at Jinnah International Airport, Karachi. The details of aircraft and 

the reasons of their parking is given below: 

 

 
 

 It is clarified that no part of any aircraft has been stolen. 

 

*Question No. 102 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

(Notice Received on 20/08/2024 at 2:15 PM) QID: 42313 

        

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state the details of the officers in BS-22 who have 

remained posted as Secretary  in one Ministry for at least three 

years continuously during the last six years? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: It is stated that only one officer of  

BS-22 has remained posted as Secretary in one Ministry for at least three 

years continuously during the last six years, i.e., Mr. Muhammad Sualeh 

Ahmad Faruqui (PAS/BS-22), Secretary, Commerce Division, w.e.f.  

01-07-2020 to 27-06-2024. 

 

*Question No. 103 Senator Shahadat Awan:  

(Notice Received on 21/08/2024 at 4:11 PM) QID: 42325 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state whether the Pakistan 

Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has made any regulatory 
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framework to deal with cloud computing and big data, if so, the 

details thereof? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: 

 

 Approved in 2022, the Pakistan Cloud First Policy (PCFP) 

encourages cloud adoption across Pakistan. This Policy aims 

to guide and empower organizations to transition to cloud-

based solutions. 

 

 Enabling the accelerated cloud adoption for public sector, 

PCFP will fast-track the digital transformation journey of 

Pakistan. 

 

Objectives/Benefits of PCFP: 

 

 Reduce time to procure and time to launch digital services 

 

 Reduce cost of ICT infrastructure by paying only for the 

services utilized 

 

 Encourage investment in cloud services by local and 

International Cloud Service Providers in Pakistan. 

 

 Enhanced information security. 

 

 Provide transparency to citizens with digital government 

solutions. 

 

 Attain optimization via aggregation of resources. 

 

 Develop a cloud enabled workforce. 

 

 Scope of PCFP: 

   

 Applies to all Public Sector Entities of the federal government 

intending to make new ICT investments. 

 

 Under PCFP, an Accreditation Criteria for cloud service providers 

(CSPs) has been developed and is available on MOITT’s website. 
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 Similarly, PPRA has developed a cloud procurement framework in 

consultation with MOITT, and the same is available on MOITT and PPRA 

websites. This procurement framework will provide the guidelines for 

procuring cloud services by the public sector entities. 

 

 Auditors registration criteria for ICT Audit service providers is 

being finalized by MOITT. The same will be used for registration of ICT 

Auditors who will carry out the audit of CSPs. 

 

*Question No. 105 Senator Muhammad Aslam Abro: 

(Notice Received on 22/08/2024 at 4:14 PM) QID: 42329 

           

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state whether Pakistan has received 

any compensation with regard to global carbon emissions, if so, 

the details thereof indicating also the utilization/distribution of the 

same? 

 

 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: Delta Blue Carbon project is the mangroves project being 

executed in Sindh which is earning carbon credits. 

 

 Government of Sindh is getting all the revenues earned from the 

trade of carbon credits. Hence details of utilization/distribution of funds 

may be sought from Government of Sindh. 

 

*Question No. 106 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 26/08/2024 at 3:21 PM) QID: 42338 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state the details of SIMs 

blocked by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority during the 

current year on account of illegal activities indicating also the 

details of SIMs blocked, if any, operated by the dacoits of Kacha? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: The details of mobile 

numbers/SIMs, IMEls & CNICs blocked, blacklisted and warning issued 

on Fraudulent Communication for the year 2023-2024 is as follows: 
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 (b) SIMs involved in illegal activities are reported to PTA in 

different categories. In the context of national security, blocking of SIMs 

is done on the directions of Ministry of Interior (MoI), Directorate General 

ISI and Signals Directorate GHQ. 

 

 In compliance to a letter from the MoI dated 25th July 2023, PTA 

blocked 465 SIMs reported to be used by dacoits in the “Kacha” areas of 

Sindh, including the districts of Shikarpur and Ghotki. 

 

*Question No. 107 Senator Aon Abbas:  

(Notice Received on 27/08/2024 at 2:45 PM) QID: 42341 

          

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state the measure taken/ being taken by the Government 

for poverty reduction in Multan division considering 56.62% 

population living in rural areas and deprived of basic facilities? 

 

 Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety:  

 

BENAZIR INCOME SUPPORT PROGRAMME BISP 

 

 It is apprised that BISP provides cash assistance to poorest of the 

poor families across the country to support their monthly income and 

expenses to some extent. Beneficiaries of the programme are identified/ 

selected through scientific method of survey using Proxy Means Test 

(PMT) Methodology. PMT cut-off score of 32 is used as eligibility criteria 

to identify vulnerable families’ heads by females. However, for families 

with disabled persons, the PMT cut-off score is relaxed upto 37. Currently, 

BISP is providing cash assistance to around 721,000 families belonging to 

Multan Division. 
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PAKISTAN BAIT-UL-MAL (PBM)  

 

 Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal is concerned with the institutional care and 

rehabilitation of the poor, vulnerable, marginalized and excluded segments 

of population, including poorest of the poor, infirm, invalid, destitute, 

needy women & children to enhance their capabilities for mainstream 

socio-economic life and medical financial assistance through government / 

public hospitals. 

 

 Keeping in view, the poverty landscape of Multan Division, 

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal has shown its presence in this Division and is taking 

several measures to eradicate poverty through its various 

projects/schemes. Detail of beneficiaries of Multan Division under 

different Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal schemes are as under: 

 

a. INDIVIDUAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

 

 Individual Financial Assistance (IFA) is a major social protection 

scheme of Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal. 
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b. PAKISTAN BAIT-UL-MAL SWEET HOMES (PSH) MULTAN 

 

 The Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Sweet Homes aims at to develop a 

modern institutional approach towards welfare of orphans Providing the 

children with modern education and realize their potential to participate in 

the main stream of life with pride and dignity. However, in Multan 

Division, Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal is running 1 x which is functional since 

July, 2010 in Multan City. 

 

 At present 93 children are residing in Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Sweet 

Home, Multan wherein, they are given with boarding/education and 

institutional care with best available medical and education facilities in 

this division. 

 

c. ORPHANS AND WIDOWS SUPPORT PROGRAMME (OWSP) 

 

 The “Orphans & Widows Support Program” (OWSP) is a 

Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) intervention started in FY 2020-2021. 

The Program focused on orphan’s education with emphasis on girls’ 

education. The program aims to revolutionize the care paradigm by 

transitioning from institutionalized care to family-based, customized 

support. 

 

 In pilot phase, District Multan is included in OWSP wherein, 111 

families’ orphans are enrolled in this Programme. So far, cash amounting 

to Rs.6.1 (M) have been disbursed amongst enrolled families upon 

successful attendance verification. 

 

d. PAKISTAN BAIT UL MAL, SCHOOL FOR 

REHABILITATION OF CHILD LABOUR (SRCL)  
 

 Child labour is the work done by children which harms them or 

exploits them physically, mentally, morally or by blocking access to 

education, which certainly needs to be abolished. 9 SRCLs in Multan 

Division (Multan-3, Khaniwal-3, Vehari-2, and Lodhran-1) are imparting 

quality education to almost 1080 students (556 boys & 524 girls). These 

students are being paid daily stipend along with parents’ subsistence 

allowance and also provided with free Textbook, uniform, shoes, 

stationery, etc. Detail of the project in Multan Division is as under: 

 



31 

 
 

e. PAKISTAN BAIT UL MAL, WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

CENTER (WEC)  

 

 Women Empowerment Centres (WECs) are providing free 

vocational training to widows, orphan & poor girls in modem professional 

skills like, dress designing, embroidery, Basic & Advance Computer 

Courses, beautician course, Tie & Dye and fabric painting. 165 number of 

WECs have been established so far throughout Pakistan in phase manner. 

05 WECs are running in Multan division at District Multan, Khanewal 

(City), Khanewal (Jahanian), Vehari and Lodhran. Detail of the project in 

Multan Division is as under: 

 

 
 

f. PAKISTAN BAIT-UL-MAL SHELTER HOMES (PSH) 

MULTAN  

 

 Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Shelter Home, Multan started in 13th April, 

2022. Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Shelter Home is the place where deserving / 

needy people are provided free meal and shelter. The target groups are 

people faraway from homes, unemployed, laborers, daily wagers, poor and 

transit passengers, attendants of the patients, students or any other 

deserving individuals. The details of number of beneficiaries and meals 

given is as under: 
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 So far, number of beneficiaries served from Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal 

Shelter Home since its inception is as under: 

 

 Free night stay plus breakfast provided = 28,465 

 

 Free dinner served    = 96,827 

 

 Total      = 125,292 

 

g. KHANA SAB KEY LIYE (KSKL) MULTAN 

 

 Khana Sab Key Liye (KSKL) Multan started in 13th January, 2022 

to provide free food to poor deserving beneficiaries near to their 

workplaces. Principle of first come first serve is being observed. From 

each KSKL food vehicle upto (1000) beneficiaries are provided free meal, 

(500 lunch and 500 dinner) on the designated routes. The details of 

number of beneficiaries and meals given is as under: 

 

 
 

 So far, 321,725 meals have been served through the KSKL food 

vehicles since its inception. 

 

*Question No. 108 Senator Saadia Abbasi:  

(Notice Received on 27/08/2024 at 5:16 PM) QID: 42358 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state:  

 

(a) the details of current members of the Board of Directors of 

PTCL indicating also the salaries, allowances and other 

perks and privileges admissible to them;  and 

 

(b) whether Government servant can be appointed as member 

Board of Directors of PTCL, if so, the details of relevant 

provision of law / rule in this regard? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) As per clause 4.3, 4.5 and 4.6 of 

the shareholder agreement between Government of Pakistan and the 

Etisalat international Pakistan (Strategic Investor) and the Article 62.4 of 
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PTCL’s Article of Association, a majority of the Directors of Board shall 

be nominees of the Strategic Investor, such that, as from April 12, 2006, 

the Federal Government shall be entitled to nominate 4 Directors 

(including the Chairman) to the Board and the Strategic Investor shall be 

entitled to appoint 5 Directors to the Board. For the avoidance of doubt, 

the appointment of the Chairman by the Federal Government shall form. 

part of its entitlement of 4 Directors. Further details of Members of Board 

are placed at Annex-A. 

 

 The details of perks/privileges/meeting fee of BoD, PTCL, are 

placed at Annex-B. 

 

 (b) Yes, Government servant as per shareholder agreement 

between Government of Pakistan and Etisalat International Pakistan 

(Strategic partner) can be appointed as Member of PTCL Board. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



34 

 
 
*Question No. 109 Senator Aon Abbas:  
(Notice Received on 29/08/2024 at 12:19 PM) QID: 42355 

          
Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 
Coordination be pleased to state the details of plantation drives 
conducted by the Government since April, 2022 indicating also the 
areas, targets set and achieved in the same along-with the status of 
10 Billion Tree Tsunami Project? 

 
 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: Nationwide plantations are carried out every year in two 

seasons i.e. spring and Monsoon Tree Plantation Campaigns. Details of 

plantation drives since April 2022 indicating the areas, targets set and 

achievements are enclosed as Annex (A, B & C). On aggregate total 

plantation target since April 2022 till to date was 1.248 billion, whereas 

total achievements were 0.851 billion. 

 

 Every year, the plantation drives are launched by the Government 

of Pakistan under the Upscaling of Green Pakistan Programme (formerly 

the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Programme) through the 

Provincial/Territorial Forest Departments. The plantation campaigns are 

formally inaugurated by the federal and provincial governments and also 

at the divisional/district levels by the respective authorities where all 

segments of society are involved. 

 

 Since April 2022 (Spring 2022), 498.10 million plants have been 

planted/regenerated/distributed on 8178 sites against the target of 909.01 
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million plants across the country. However, since inception of the 

programme, 2212 million plants have been planted/ regenerated/ 

distributed till June 2024 against the total target of 3296 million plants. 

 

 Province/territory wise summary of achievement against the set 

targets is attached as Annex-D. 

 

 The first phase of the Programme concluded in June 2023. The 

programme was granted one-year no-cost extension, first until June 2024 

and then until June 2025. Due to national and international recognition of 

the programme, along with recommendations from the independent Third 

Party Monitoring Consortium, it has been decided to extend the 

programme for the next four years (2024-2028). The CDWP has already 

recommended the extension of the programme for the final approval by 

ECNEC. 

 

 The scope of the programme has been broadened in the revised 

phase by including carbon financing mechanism through facilitation of 

carbon projects development, scientific assessment of natural resources, 

livelihood creation for local communities and overall biodiversity 

conservation in addition to the original objectives of plantation, 

regeneration and plants distribution. 
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*Question No. 110 Senator Dost Muhammad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 2/09/2024 at 12:38 PM) QID: 42366 

          

Will the Minister for Housing and Works be pleased to state the 

details of appointments made in BS-17 in Federal Government 

employees Housing Authority (FGHA) during the last three years 

indicating also the details of top ten candidates who applied for 

each of those posts along with their names, qualifications, marks 

obtained in written and interview assessments? 

 

 Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada: Details of appointments made in 

BS-17 in Federal Government employees Housing Authority (FGEHA) 

during the last three years are at Annex-A. However, details of top 10 

candidates who applied for each of those posts along with their names, 

qualifications, marks obtained in written and interview assessments is at 

Annex-B. Policy/criteria is to shortlist 5 candidates against single 

advertised post as per Cabinet Secretariat, Establishment Division. 
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        ISLAMABAD,                  SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 11th September, 2024            Secretary. 
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