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' SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Wednesday. February 02, 2005

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad ,at fifty minutes past six in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Mr. -

Mohammedmian Soomro) in the Chair.
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PANEL OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

[ will announce the panel of Presiding Officers for the 19th
session  in pursuanée of sub Rule 1 of Rule 14 of the Ruleg of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 1988. I nominate the following
members, in order of precedence to form a Panel of Presiding Officers fof
the 19th session of thé Senate of Pakistan.

e Mr. Nacem Hussain Chatta.

b

Mr. Kamil Al Agh'aj
3¢ Mr. Kamran Murtaza.

APPOINTMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

Mr  Chairman: I will now read out a notification issued on

January 11th regarding the appointment of the Leader of the Opposition ..

In pursuance of Rule 2 ot the Rules of . Procedure and Conduct of
Busmess in the Senate 1988, the Chairman Senate h'is recognized Senator
Mian Raza Rabbani as Leader of the Opposition in the. Senate with effect

from 10th January, 2005.
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Mr. Raza Rabbani! Congratulation. Can I talk for a minute on the

Question Hour. The Ministers are here, there are some matters, are we

going ahead with that?

Senator. Wasim Séjjad (Leader of the ‘H:ouse(): Sir, I just.

wanted to request your honmour to allow me to move a motion for
/ < e ¥ = 5

suspension of the Question Hour because [ think there are. other matters

which the honourable members wish to take up and therefore, if you
permit sir I would like” to move a motion that the Question Hour be
dispe_néed with. |

Mr. Chairman: The motion is put to the -Housé.

(The motion was carried and the Question Hour was suspended ).

Mr . Chairman: Mr. Wasim ‘S;ajjad on the appointment® of Miaﬁ
Raza Rabbani.

Senator Wasim Sajjad: Sir, there has been a - very happy

_development - in the last few' days. Since the last session was held Mr.

Raza Rabbani has been recognized as. the Leader of the Opposition. On

behaif of the Treasury Benciles and my own behalf, I would like to extend

my most sincere congratulations to Mr.Raza Rabbani for a position that he

very richly deserves.

Sir, I have seen Mr. Raza Rabbani sitting in that chair when I was
Chairman. I have had a long association with him. He has been the

Minister  of State for Law. He has been a leading - member * of the
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Oppositidn. He ha's also béen a leading ‘member of the Government Party
when the Peoples Party was in govemnment . - Throughout he 'hz.ls ‘exhibited
high qualities as a parlihmentarian. He is a seé?soned politician and [ am
sure that he will bring to this position all the experience and the traditions
which we have leamt and known over the last so many year;&;.. He is a
person' of high integrity and high principles.

. As Isaid I ﬁave seeﬁ' as Mr.Chairman Senate, I have seen him as
a colleague., I have quarreliea with himt We have debated. We have
argued against _each other. On maAnby occasions he has walked out for
x»ni‘sderneanours that I did not commit but despit;: all  that, I have the
highest respect tor his ir;tegrit_\_', for his character, forlhis ability and for his
acumen.

Sir in maintaining the traditions of "this House, in running this

House, in running this House according to rules, in. maintaining the high

parliamentary traditio'ns, "I would like to assure him, I myself and members

on this side of the House will give him our fullest cooperation and I am

sure that with his assuming this' high position, this ‘high parliamentary

position of the Leader of the Opposition he will also uphold the traditions :

that he has alway stood far and he will enhance the prestige and the
dignity of this House. Thank-you very much sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Khalid Ranjha.

Senator Dr. Khalid Ranjha: I just want to support Mr. Wasim

Sajjad on .congratulating Mr. Rabbani on his appointment as leader of
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the Opposition sir. I am just referring to todays write up in the newspaper
which referred to the Senate, its performance .and then referred to three
names responsible for this. One was the Chairman, Mr. Soeomro, Mr.

Wasim Sajjad and Mr. Raza Rabbani.

i L Ul S e e e det Fro el L oF :
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I was really pleased to read this write up and..

‘Mr . Chairman: I think this whole House has contributed %

Everybody deserves that appreciation.

‘Senator Dr. Khalid Ranjha: I would join Mr. Wasim Sajiad in

congratulating Mr . Raza Rabbani. I have seen him when he was a -

Minister of Law and I used to interact with him as President of High Court
Bar Association. His conduct has been marvellous in all positions to him

and specially, I have seen him performing the job ot bppqsition. When he

was not Leader of the Opposition, his conduct was remarkable. [ think

this 1s one of the bes.t choi_ces, you have fnzide-and I wish him best of luck
and [ ém sure, he would conduct the whoié House in the nianner as you all
expect. Thank you very much 51r
Mr. Chairmaio: Mr. Mashabid Hussafo v
e gt Nl g T B

I would like to join my colleagues in extending a.very warm and

very hearty congratulation to my good friend and ecomrade - Senator Raza .

Rabbani on his elevation as Leader of the Opposition . This is a
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well-deserved recognition of Senator Raza Rabbani's contribution as an
experienced parliamentarian , as a certified democrat. and as one who

leads the largest parliamentary group in the Senate and I had pleasure and

the honour of interacting with him politically and professionally . When I

was Minister for Information, he was Chairman of the Committee on

Infcvmati011- of £he Senate and ‘we ‘had , -'despite the polarisation of that
period , Va model  relationship becéuse wev stuclg to our ' respective
persp_ectiveé and we algo respected each other's political views.

‘Mr. Chﬁimmn, [ feel that in any democracy such-as the one which
1s functioning cu&entl}f in" Pakisfan, the role of the Opposition ‘and the
Leader of the Opposition is. indeed pivotal and I thinkA respect for the

Leader of the Opposition in the past has been a r'riajor factor why

democracy could not take roots in Pakistan. There are mandates of the

Oppositign, as well as ‘mandates- of the Government . Both need to be
respected ‘and in Pakistan we need to change the mind set »\yhich equates
Oppo:s‘ition's ‘ dissent and difference Vof opinion with treason . The
opposition' has -evef‘v-'right to criticize the; Government . That is their
mar;dﬁte. The Govémment and the- Treasury Benches “have every right to
pursue the mandate of the Govemment'.and both sides . if they respect
their respective mandates , rules of the game will bet established in
Pakistan and the chariot of democracy will m.ové ‘for\va;d with these two
wheels , the Treasury benches gnd the Oppbsition. And I have absolutely

no doubt that with Mr. Raza Rabbani as Leader of -the Oppositioh, we will

- see a very smooth functioning of Senate which will raise the image and
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prestige of Parliament which “is what democracy is all about. Again I

congratulate him and I would like to extend my whole hearted cooperation
to him from our side in the collective work and common goal of
strengthening Pakistan's democracy. Thank you.

2 ;

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Kamil Ali Agha.
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fair, he has Eeen cooperative, he has been accommodating and he has
listened to reason and logic. I wish him every success in his job. I
congratulate him again that he has got his well deserved job which was

pending for him for a long time. Thank you very much.
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Mr. Chairman: Then we have some points of order. First point

of order is by Prof. Khurshid Ahmed. Swati sahib after Prof. Khurshid .

sahib [ will come back to you then.
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Scnator Muhammad Azam Khan Sawati: Thank you , Mr.
Chairman . The pressing issue tonight facing this honourable House is no
doubt about Balochistan. My heart  is bleeding’. The situa‘tioh, th.at my
. countrymén are f acing without undermining the significance  of  this
partiCL;Iar issue. Let me‘ share with thié gréat House that in my» life all of us
have. seen the great destruction at the hand of tidal waves what we call
Tsunami in 12 Africans and Asian colxhtries Amid all the ‘destructions Mr.
Chairman! I have seen, witnessed and I aukno“ledge great sacrifices have

been made by Pakistanis throughout the world . Lspecxall\ n the United




lStates AI handed over 20 thousand dollars to Mr. G.R. Baloch . the Cénsul
Gener‘al of Eastern  for Indonesiéq victims , whereas the Pakistani
community , the local conmmnil_\‘ raised zlllong. with our counterpart .Indi.aﬁ
"community, 35 thousand dollars for Indian victims. I think thi; is the first
time in rﬁ)-‘ life that I have seen the action.on the Part oflthe Government of
Pakistan and the pe.oplel of Pakistan, and the NGO's of P?lkistan such” a
remarkable action. This is the reason that I s‘tood up and si.r, I want to
recognize the ac.ti'on which has been acknoﬁ’ledgcd throughout the world
thatb Pakistan for the first time has emerged as a donor coﬁntr_\' and
recogniied internationally . Mr . Chainﬁan! let  me also emphasize the
happening in Bolochistan 15 very severe. We should reach out to all the
- segments  of the society, along with our leader-s and the -reprcscnmti\'é,
especi-al_\' ‘rcpresenting this - great House coming from Balochistan . Many
times sir. I have said that we all have to swim or sink together because our
salvation . the salyfalion of Pakistan, specially savihg this federation is in
the unity.

Let us move forward, solve their grievances., ‘address their issues
in a way that they should be the parts of this great federation. Let me also
add without taking‘ much of my. brothers and sisters' time that [ am heading
a delegation from United States and we are in Karachi , celebrating the
EXPO Pakistan-2005.

Mr .* Chai‘rman, let me remind this gl"eat House thai today not only
that ;ielf;gation but many delegations have come to this‘. great countr_y are

in chaotic situation and I.am hoping that by the dawn of tomorrow that
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chaotic  situation is going to be rgsolved. The militar_y‘ has taken over
where the people have come in and want to invest their moﬁey’, their “hard
earned money back ‘in oﬁr country but they have not been even allowed to
go and enter in their own booths where they have paid handsome amount
of money.

-1 hope that bringix.lg this issue in this honourable House, with the
dawn of toxﬁorrow, the situation will get better because I want to see my
- great country, the perception 6f this great country to be in positive. Thank
you \‘ér)' much.

Mr. Chairman: Senator Akram Walil Mohammad . You want to
speak on Point of Order you have mentioned on the prices. ‘
g e bl :/6 K od (et e e U2 (ﬁ/ffﬁi’
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and that I would submit and and / <—  wrong yardsticgs / <— measures
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DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 236 ON THE BALOCHISTAN
SITUATION
Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: 1 will move the motion,

Mr. Chairman: You will move the motion?

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: I will move the n’mtion‘. vSir’., I‘bcg
to mm'e.; that Rule under 236 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of .-
Busipcss in the Senate 1988, the rchﬁrcmcnts of Ru]e 222 2"» 26, 27, 76
and 120 be dispensed with in order to move a motion on the Balochistan

situation. I beg to move the motion sir with your permission.

Senafor stim Sajjad: We doﬁit oppose it Si'r.
Mr Chairman: It has been moved under Rule ?:36‘ of the Rules
of “Procedure .and Conduct of Business in lHe Senate 1988 that the
i requxrerﬁems of Rules 22, 23, 26, 27, 76 and 412() be dispensed with in order
. . ?oa

to move a motion on Balochistan situation.

- (The motion was carried)
Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir. I beg to move that this
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Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir, I beg to move that £his
" House may discuss the Balocistan situation. : _ |
situation. L}:’ Slr issue g)l.f' (:/) g
Senator Mian Raza 'Rabbani: Sirv, I have no _pfoblem to the.
word situation. i S
Mr. Chairman: Let us discuss the situation and see what is the
issue if any. Situation
then the nonnal business is dispensed with and we will' &~ uﬁ“ S5 / ¥
will open the discussion and 1 (3 e b
- -J‘C JL’K o s time frame J~ request
Leaderof 1% o - i) AP ] Q“ A
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A _LJL/UWJ/‘J'JW!/‘SJJ/7 ;/rrld_
J{,J(: a7 Ju.»')’d/(/t 03 fc, & Ll d_. Z,lu JU! /bcju!’ .
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Then we will adjourn to meet - again- tomorrow . What time would
vou like to meet? V
we will start at 4.30 }.’. g u:/b/ é_.. J(g bz xd‘:/ (-7 U.L:"/f'.’-o"/
JJ/JL/buLa(’;Q/
JJ/JLJ(I&-JL/WL?:)V(}/
and we will start at 4.30 dafJ = ke i < ug“ xu:/.:.i —lz
it 1s u”l/ ~ priming‘)//{. fL“_b’x qucslion' hour_J y/_,bl i Sharp
‘ ~ scheduled sitting.....
- / s‘u.sp‘end <l JL? 4 x)i?" ({{) u.«L-"
) / suspgn& P g.«b? : dLJ o U.‘."fé“b/

Mr . Chairman: That is _t};c consensus  of  the House . The
questio'n h(I)ur tomorrow is to be suspénded and ‘we “will continue
discussion on the Balochistan Situation and the speakers have an order
that aill continue.

_u.JLJ d/L g

_u”b Ljﬁé.mu'uuwf,.dﬁu“uu/

itshouldbe & iy L ] z‘/q_ e 82 LR s
- | & 4 4 print 04 taken as read

_J,J// 4 next rota day &bz, d[:J_UU u_[:«‘/f.f-/

* So _2./(, & next rota day = A OK.fine. ‘e n..gﬂ’ O - A g
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] &1 we will adjourn to meet again tomorrow at 4.30 p.m.

-MU\Q)&UW\‘}@.LJJ\&LC(MJJOMLCQ}J\L.JJ‘S:-_)OL'::T.‘
[ The House was then ad joitrned to meet again at 4.30 o f the clock in'the
evening on Thursday. the 3rd of F ebruary, 2005. ]
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