SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, July 19, 2004

The Senate ol“Pakistun met 1n the Senate Hall .(I’arliamcm House)
Islamabad , at t"ift_\' I;i;'c minutes past vt'i\'c in the evening with Mr . Deputy
Chairman (Mr. Khalil-ur-Rehman) in the Chair.
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let it be short.

POINT OF ORDER RE: ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF -

MAULANA SHIRANI. MNA.
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Anvbody who would like to respond from this side? Bhinder Suhib

_wq,nguf,{_/wﬁu@ ‘Z.Vf”,{b()l'
Senator .Wasim Sajjad(Leader ‘of - the Housc):  Sir .
Maulana Shirani is a very respected figure. He 1s a Member of the
National Assembly and on behalf QI' the -government . we slfongly
condemned this act and we are all gratetul to Almighty Allah that his "life
-has been spared and we pray that may he have a long life. As far as the
incident is concerned. once again it is an incident of terrorism and these

incidents bring into stark reality the situation that we arec facing in



Pakisiun. today and [ think it is these incidents which should make us
realize that we have a common enemy regardless of political boundaries .
regardless of palitical divides. this is enemv that we have all to counter
and for this we should all get together and suggest how we can counter
this menace which is eating and croding into the foundations of our
society.
Sectarianism . terrorism in Pakistan must be blotted out -completelv
and Ithink the religious scholars can help us in this b_\"condcmning this n
the strongest term . sectarianism and lcrn)ﬁxﬂl, in_any form whatsoever .
'[:hunk vou, sir. -
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Mr, DeputyChaimmn: Mr. Sana Baloch, on track.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you. Now. we come to the
Order of the Day. Item No2.
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He does - u"" point of order » | wls /-f.:’)4 : J.'/::i ‘5’?5 uV
4 ~ A o
item ¥ ol el oy -&— & (419 Pandora box ¢ ~ nothave to answer that
Ihavea réqhesl from Ministry of Labour and Manpower, they gﬁ &~ No.2
have requested for it's deferment till the Minister is present here. Can we
defer it or do you want to speak without him.
Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir T will speak without him.
RESOLUTION RE: THE BAN IMPOSED ON TRADE UNIONS

IN THE COUNTRY.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Alrighl We may now come to the
Order. of the Day. Item No.2 relates to the consideration of resolution
moved by Mian Raza Rabbani on [9th of January, 2004 that the House
recommends that ban imposed on ‘ trade unions in the country be lifted .
Raza Sahib. :
g 14 Ut g e b e B
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n.:w‘)cz J/uz,{ ‘e 0‘; ¥ sl private e 10 S AN o D - e g
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£ c_./ unanimously adopt }( Resolution
Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you. I think you should clarify,

there is no more (Q). :

AL L Qb
Senator Wasim Sajjad: I am grateful to you sir, that needs to
be clarified . All the Muslim Leagues have merged into the Pakistan
Muslim League and there is no Q, P, M, N, anymore and we are all united
Muslim League by the grace of God. By the grace of God we are all one

Muslim League and it will remain one Muslim League. Thank you sir.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Akram Wali sahib.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you, Bukhari sahib.
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!( right (/1 o /l ¥ L‘/ﬂ.y/ rights & freedom of association ¥ & &
& freedom of association & L L 1 J."JT / d’ — u?«T s 2—/ u:'" ﬂ.‘J
_Ld/f:‘;f‘f,qv(?/,ui'{.)&l....‘/f“u‘)/ﬁo)
Mr . Deputy Chairman: Thank vou. Anybody from this side?
Dar sahib,would you talk (;n the same subject?
Senator Muhammad Ishaque Dar: Yes.
/ windup ' < (1 4 J.J J2 oole 5 ) RO (543 bz
: s 1 G-
pointout , S ([ ‘e resoluuon - 5 1954 ln(’) A6 /'(f)/f“
. ‘S 4 A(/!( Article JI(‘ | /)b’ Article 17 A JL/B’U}’(’L/
u/:-w‘z,,é‘u:_a_/ww/fgwufa{/wyugzz},/:
_Q:: Goaz qu 2
“Every citizen shall have the right to form associations or uniohs, subject
to any reasoﬁable restrictions - imposed by law in the interest of
[So;ereiénty or Integrity of Pakistan Public Order or Morality]" . This is
totally covered by IRO 1969. :
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e 2 L T e i S T ot
J - L u’c:‘.‘ restrictions impose c)i‘lf Py J/q._. I \a‘d" JI - e (ol
High ! z;ppeal S e (3!7 .k_ff..lf SJ e L) 574 -{l 2 L
}(Jl ug &~ resolution &l iz € u/:. R W LI 3(; . Court
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you. Dar sahib, the last speaker. - ;
-Je»d“d’—/‘v?é—:/“uﬁa
Wasim sahib, are vou going to respond because there is no Minister?
S (5 A
Mr. Deputy Chairman: You will. O.K. Dar sahib.
Scnator Muhammad Ishaque Dar: Mr. Chairman, thank vou
very much . Sir. without repeating , you know what have been said ,
Constitutional arguments have been advanced as well as other detail has
been given by my colleagues. 1 would just like to highli@u two things sir,
on the basis of which the resolution has been opposéd. iNo=EL, h.onourable
Senator has indicated the exact wording of the _Constitution. Sir, every
citizen shall have the right to form associations or unions,subject to any
reasonable restrictions . I will not repeat that, it doesn't mean to just
eliminate or ban the unions. »
Imposed by law in the -&— 157 [./ clarif); 17 )( Joal 6‘6 % Restrictions
interest of sovereignty or integrity of Pakistan public order or morality, -
that means unions have to be there. These should - &— defined - fine, so,

¥ ([ areas L/( regﬁlations 3l not be banned, but they can be regulated.
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The government should find solutions and here is Article 17. They can
Ji L’/ regulate }( 0] J o u’ o3 under & J /31 use this restriction
within the parameter defined in the Constitution, they can do that. Sir, the
arguments advanced to oppose the resolution, I think, in my humble
opinion are not valid and the resolution, I would request should be
referred to the Committee t’é)r turther consideration. ‘
FFen
Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank vou verv much. Anybody from
this side? Mohim Khan.
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JrLLJ_uu:,:;:qua,LJ_um://gmd‘?a.w,gug
d)l/ A (2 f)/c_. o Jd/b U)‘E' 2 L J_ly trade union U"'l
L activities J trade union (§¥l /aJ Ser &l g e 29 JU’/J/
-U/JJB’u;"c‘.—'/o/da/bg—‘o!/‘f‘é—d’
standing !( Resolution (/! L & M g e J2l e crl
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s g At JE
Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you very much.
ﬁ&mqbﬂ&g‘y’ﬂ&"._@/ wind up ! _Jd’_-bﬁu“iufu‘lé)
-NJﬁM/Jq,J/&uUwJEven L& a0
Senator Wasim Sajjad: Let us wind up this debate sir. Sir, I
think , the issue raised by Senator Raza‘ Rabbani is an important matter
because it affects an important section of our society. A section that we
all- honour and respect because they are the back bone of the economy of
 Pakistan .. Workers éir, it is because of the workers that the factories are’
running . It is because of the workers that our planes are flying. It is
because of the workeré that Pakistan is exporting its cotton abroad and
sending its textiles and garments abroad.
>So, we all have honour and respect for this community and to say
: that the Pakista;l Muslim League in anyway oppose to thém is absolutely

incorrect because Pakistan Muslim League will always support any action,
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any legislation that will be for the welfare of the workers community.

The question is what is for their welfare? Now, Mr.Raza Rabbani
has pointed out to' some state organizations that PIA, Railways, WAFPDA
etc. in which union aetivities have been restricted which means that union
activities by and large in the entire country where the employers are
private employers and the workers working in private factories, that union
activity has not been restricted and the reason for that is why do we have
unions because it is felt that collectively the workers can negotiate that
term from a position of strength and that individual worker will not be able
to protect his rights.

This doctrine does not necessarily apply to state industries
because state industries have their own problems and | must made it clear
that despite the fact that restrictions are placed on unions -in  certain
industries, there wages have been incr.eascd from time to time and there is
no demand anywhere today that any unfair treatment has been given in
respect. of wages to some industries and not to others . Whenever the
- wages of people in the government have been raised, wages in the state
run industries have also been raised.

Sir. the objection that there has been ever total ban, that is
factually _in,c,o,rréct . Then sir, Mr.Raza Rabbani has pointed to certain
legislation . ‘ He says that IRO 2002 has been passed which imposed some
restrictions . He has also said that .some} restrictions have been imposed
Wh@ﬁ?b}" 23% gy;gidgrs are not allowed to come into the industry. Now, as
f’ar é,s the 25% outsiders aré conceméd,our experience has been that when
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other people from outside’ come and start participating in the trade union
“activities of a different organization, then it becomes a professional trade
" union run factories and the workers interest get eclipse and those people
try to exploit' the workers but because it is an issue on which I think, we
need to have a more mature. and detailed guidénoe and consideration, [
accept the suggestion by Mr. Ishaq Dar that let this matter be referred to
the Committee . Mr. Raza Rabbani. should be allowed to appear and
present his point of view before the Committee and let the Committee give
recommendations after considering all points of view , if any legislative
changes are needed , if certain recommendations are to be made to the
government because this is a very valuable section of society and we all
need to protect their interest and whatever is in their best interest, | am
sure the House Committee will make appropriate recommendations. So, if
Mr. Raza Rabbani agrees, let this matter go to the Committee. |

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: Mr. Chairman, [ have no
objection if the matter ret"crred to the St_anding Committee and with the
caveat: that 1 would be allowed to attend as an observer and to present my
point of view.

RESOLUTION RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEPARATE TV
CHANNEL FOR ISLAMIC EDUCATION PROGRAMMES.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Is that the sense of the House that

this matter be referred to the Committee. Ok , it stands referred to the

Committee. We go to item No.3 which is g resolution that stands, in the
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name of Professof Khurshid Ahmed moved on 19th of January, 2004.

"That the House recommends that the government should launch
a separate T.V. channel for Islamic Educational Programmes so that Islam
could be . propagated all over the World as a religion of peace and
harmony”.

Professor - Sahib is not here but our other proféssor is quite ready
to move the motion .and luckily we have the Minister also here. Professor
Ghatoor Sahib, would vou like to start.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Please pay attention to the House. :
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you very. much. Dr. Murad Ali: .
sahib.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you, Ranjha sahib.
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31. (hH Steps shall be taken to enable the Muslims of Pakistan to
provide 'l'ncililies whereby they may be enabled to understand the
meaﬁing of life  according to the Holy Quran and Sunnah.
2) | The State endeavour , as respects the Muslims of
Pakistan,_
(@ to make the teﬁching of the the Holy Quran and
Islamiat compulsory to encourage and facilitate the
learning of Arabic language and to secure thc correct and
exact printing and publishing of the Holy Quran.
PTV ‘(i TV channels J & asitisk® f U - pr.inciplc:S of policy
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TV channel for Islamic educational programmes so that Islam could be
propagated all over the world as a religion of peace and harmony.”
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p.m. but please come at 7.50 P.M.

(The House was then ad journed for Maghrib prayers, to meet again at
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: I have the sense of the House that it
should be referred to the Committee. So, it is referred to the Committee.

We have received the following message from Secretary, National
Assembly ;i'hich I will read for the information of the Members of .thc
~Senate:

. "In pursuance of Rule 122 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the National Assembly, 1992, I hayc the honour to inform
that the National Assembly has passed the Political l’artiés (Amendment)
Bill, 2004 on the 19th July, 2004. A copy of this Bill, as passed by the
National Assembly, is transmitted herewith."

Now, that takes us to item No.4. We may resume consideration of
the Resolution moved by Haji Liaqgat Ali Bangulzai on 19th January....

RESOLUTION RE: WORK ON LAK PASS TUNNEL AND

WIDENING THE ROADS IN BALOCHISTAN.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: You must make a speech. Yes, please.
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Now I put the Resolution before the House. - [l

"It has been moved by Haji Liaqat Ali Bangulzai that this House
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recommends that the work to open Lak Pass and -widening the roads in
Balochistan be undertaken forthwith."
(The Re.;o/ution was ado pted ).

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Congratulation to you. I have already a
request from a Senator to ad_iéum the session earlier. [ think he is waiting,
if it is sense of the House. otherwise I am ready to go. 1 hﬁ\'e requested
the House. If the House says _\'es., [ will do 1t. Alright. k

So. the House' stands adjourned to meet again on Tuesday ., the

20th July 2004 at 6.30 in the evening.

[The House was then ad journed to meet again on Tuesday, the 20th

July, 2004 at 6.30 p.m. |
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