SENATE OF PAKISTAN

- SENATE DEBATES

- Monday , May 11, 1998

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)

Islamabad, at twenty eight minutes past five in the evening, with Mr. Chairman

(Mr.Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair,

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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PANEL OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

Mr. Chairman: Announcement of panel of Presiding Officers.
In exercise of powers conferred by Rule 14 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 1988, 1 nominate the following Senators,

in order of precedence, to form the panel of Presiding Officers for this session of

the Senate :-
1) Mr. Mﬁharmnad Akram Zaki,
2) Qazi Muhammad Anwar,
3) Mr. Muhammad Zafar.

Leave applications.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
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Mr. Chairman: The House is in quorum. Yes, Aitzaz Ahsan. .

Ch. Aitzaz Ahsan: Sir, I am on a point of order. I want to

particularly deprecate those Senators who were present from the Treasury
Benches and who left while the bell was ringing.

_ Mr. Chairman: OK.
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today was one that made me missed that meeting, Safdar has represented us
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Qazi Muhammad Anwar: Sir, this situation is very serious . It
has been reported even in the newspapers. And the situation is so alarming.
These are the areas where every citizen owns weapon.
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crdp.
Mr. Chairman: Let ine. Just one time
uﬂm J'J)JI/JC—J/».;'
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if yon do this with state authoritv. this will give rise to another very ugly
bloodshed. This I am anticipating that there will be bloodshed on both sides,

not on one side. It will be on both sides. If thev use force, there will be

bloodshed. Let them note it.
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You . must follow some procedure. Sorry, please sit down. Please Mr. Zahid
Khan sit down. Mr Zahid I will not allow you. This m_atter is now‘closed.
Please Mr. Zahid Khan this: matter is finishedt_ This is finished Mr. Zahid Khan.
This matter is over. It is finished. I will not allow it. Please sit down Mr. Zahid
Khan. I will not allow vou. This matter is closed. . =
R PRy of J:ﬁn&ffnu:*ajg;>__,igfnf»wu§f
I am sorry Mr. Zahid Khan, I will not allow you to raise the matter which is
closed now. You must follow some rules. You must follow. some procedure. Mr.
Aitzaz Ahsan. Let the Leader of the Opposition speak. No point of order.

Please sit down Dr. Sahib. Please sit down Mr. Zahid.
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Mr. Chairman: The House is Adjourned for 15 minutes.
[The House reassembled after Maghrib Prayer's interval with Mr. Chairman (Mr.
Wa.‘.si.m Sajjad) in the Chair].
L ut A U B e i (1 e
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‘ Mr. Chairrﬁan: So, the House is adjourned for 20 minutes.

[The H, ouse was then ad journed for 20 minutes. |

(THE HOUSE REASSEMBELED AFTER 20 MINUTES)
Lol i e drerdl LA A
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I do not want to say in the way of the Foreign Minister making a statement on
the issue ‘ . |
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his ~statén1ent you can make a statement.

Ch. Aitzaz Ahsaﬁ: I will ,i I would like to make a statement after that
. but
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it is an 1mportant issue.
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“Mr. Gohar Ayub Khan: Mr. Chairman Sahib, I would like to put.

the' "Tecord straight what Honourbale Senator- Aitzaz Ahsan said is -totally
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incorrect that Senator took me aside and said statement

Syl L
Since the explosions in India, the three explosions in India and also a missile test
from Ground Air Missile, we have been in the Foreign Ministry and monitoring
the situation, looking at the situation, informing the Prime Minister in Almaatay
and then after due considerations I voluntarily, rather than to make a statement
through our spokesman. in the Foreign Minsitry, I thought it appropriate 1o come
before the Senate and make the statement.

(interruption) =
P ekt e SO e
Syed Igbal Haider: He should thank the Opposition.

Mr. Chairman; I will thank the Opposition.
How we can‘have better understanding on, f. 4./ b (ft o & i (b oo
e O f frabe ¥ rgiveandtake (& (0¥ e B Ui, this.
STATEMENT OF FOREIGN MINISTER RE: INDIAN.

NUCLEAR TESTS

Mr. Gohar Ayub Khan: The news of resumption of muclear testing
by India has come not as the surprise to us. For the past 24 years Pakistan had
consistently drawn the attention of the International Community to India’s nuclear
aspirations . We ‘had also pointed out: the duplicity surrounding India's political
pronouncement and- its clandestine nuclear weapon's programme . The. Prime
Minister of Pakistan had recently. drawn the attention o_f the international
community, particularly States, permanent members qf the Unit_ed Nations Security

Council regarding Indian ' Plan’ to “induct nuclear.. weapons. Pakistan's repeated
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reminders to the international community. particularly to the leaders of  States,
permanent members of the Security Council, unfortunately, did not receive the
attention that they merited. The International Community had, infact- by adopting
a dimissive approach encouraged India to achieve its nuclear aspirations. The
responsibility for dealing a death blow to the global efforts at ‘nuclear
non-proliferation rests squarely with India. Pakistan reserves the rights. to take all
appropriate measures for its security. The Prime Minister has assured the people

of Pakistan that Pakistan's defence would be made impregnable against any Indian
threat be it nuclear or conventional facilities. Thank vou Sir.
Mr. Chairman: Thank vou. Yes, pleasc.
Syed Igbal Haider: Sir. I want to say something before the Leader of
the Opposition will continue.
| leader of the opposition &% S e g O 4
2
Syed Igbal Haider: No, Sir. Few points. Sir, it is a very serious
issue.
Mr. Chairamn: It is. s
form é[ _d /'/51(7 A ,j /c;{, &7 leader of the opposition b i
£r ﬁ;d/ follow
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Now it is the integrity of America and the Westem World on test. How much
sincere they are about CTBT? How sincere they are about non—proliferatiqﬁ?
How much sanctions will they impose against India like the sanctions they ha&
imposed against Iraq, like the sanctions they had imposed against Pakistan, like
the threat they have been extending against Pakistan.

It is a very serious issue, sir, on which this is the irresponsible attitude
of the _members of the Treasurv Benches that they had tried to sabotage
today's proceedings just because it was a requisition. No, sir. On this issue the
whole nation is one. Let India know that there is no difference on this issue.
We will wamn our neighbours, - if India will have three tests then Pakistan should
have 30 Nuclear Tcsts. There cannot be one sided approach for India as she
has threatened the ‘integrity of the entire region and on the basis, on the
provocation and on the patronage of the Western World , who have adopted .
double standards.

It is a very serious issue. That is why I am hurt that on such an issue
the Treasury Benches wanted to escape from the Parliament and' wanted to
deprive the | Foreign Minister of the opportunity to take the House into
confidence on this issue. Instead of allowing him the ' opportunity to make the
statement, they were rumming away from the House and they should thank the

opposition that we maintained the quorum.

b’g"r‘.’)g“' (js-l/(_u:‘?'gﬁvances $r & Loy @Af(j‘f'lp'

37




ol glge e P ¥ s oS S e sy ‘ﬁ Gy P
ety wln g e i U L4 4G er - S
b P ot FIFuH$ ST W 4 g -0 el 2L £
G L -E Ui feib il ¥ W reedad . Eaf
'.df;(4,)ILgl/Lj}Z£4.U)G 2 4‘11)4.}_2;5@? £ U S S
il e T ey Ay e L Ul aly (rdebate |
demonstration = (/1w DI ITYE IY S R A0 ) Sy s ST B B0 [
'ub’w:*w—fﬁ S ALY u:’"JJ:’“ LY St Ul - w(a:/‘
ety gLl L F oLl gl ind e
et Pra bV S e Gl G Gt o G Ul s
¢ . double standrad L« tf . /2s b L
PAVR WO e SRR RS VAT . e it
et S g p P K ot o e ilirg B et
el e foisd Ao bl = U S /uigb’ e
aru;r;m‘{iu/af- 4 issue L M"Lut:fg el A /L S ~ g
Kol gl - e s B oy Dl Wi sad Tl o L,L//‘.
b eaction ¥ gl Lo ) LSl dorisbl oF e L ) - oo LA, I o

: :/Cw- ey
kel JdAL TS FraF bl A e

ng"//Jc_:/rwc:.u)mw FIROL u‘) Z
_______ & u“bt/awmdc'__u"’g’)/fdebategluhc /c_u?)

(=¥l )

gwr{f.);u’/urbw/u’/,'uuwu' )’) uuf/uv
Ju.:_,/u’&'dfu’)(/ uuta._d/b’w,cbfﬁfu'umgug_/u‘b

38




ey
D)
g A s ..zu/b-d"/ k2 -

( <Hla) SohEees

Tean st 5 E WSk L U Sk b
LS G - & T 5 e < disagree with that statement
,/t ?u;‘ﬂ 2/ d}(/(ﬁ* w JiL s bdv f/wL J! ___K’u;z(
s J . ut» £

S Lt d Ac.,iu,,aw_m uuf /uu

- /
(1)
ot ool P s Lo I -a T 24 procedural s it
e f

(&¥14) rnpriind 1o

5 _aJuLle_uﬂr_ﬁt"J’()_u’):ZW

e A St

Youare disagreeing. °
e u"" ul Jdlsacreemo iy uL? dlu o) UV
FO A
for the U; d statement make < :A: /7) wu uL’ dLJ Lﬂ/ QV
l/,{_ ()/é. / for the sake of aroument e IJ,{. ﬂ) ' UU! ff/lsake ‘of aroument
- /I.d' u"} £ o ¥ By o5 S J"’ 14, ﬂ}(/l for the sake of argument __Lf
= c_d/ statement make J_;Jb u;/ Ll d_,/t/g. (’u(/u /1/ &

SGiaaetel : _Juu, _J/-" UL’

39




Mian Raza Rabbani: Please hear me out, I will just take one minute

= _ugz/,z.wo‘wfz_wwfq,,wfw:ﬂ:é& S
lii &f/ﬂ sl L [r} 4 J! -&— £~ ¥ national security L
I would raiseitona J~ S J 2L e .(T = S - B &b b message
- . ~ 2

‘L7 W - o1 point of order.
Let the Foreign Minister make the statement. We agreed. because this is
an important issue. Apart from that , instead of showing unanimity at this time,
the honourable Minister for Parliamentary Affairs gets up and makes a

provocative statement like this and says that it is not our responsibility.

Mr. Chairman: It was not provocative.———-

Mian Raza Rabbani: Then it is correct that they did not want the
Foreign Minister to make his statement. They did not want the Foreign Minister.

Mr. Chairman: That is your point of view.

Mian Raza: Rabbani: Sir, that is not our point of view. That is a
fact of the matter. Sir, please ask him that in order to have a congenial

atmosphere in the House on this most serious matter, he must withdraw his

statement. He must withdraw his statement because this is not appropriate.

L re sl ool Py se oL oz
rn{@wZ_/Ujuz,pf,iig_rng‘:"b’u:_.g/c,.pn:c.a_/
il
(o)

Mr. Chairman: What I will try and do is , may be I will get together
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with the Leader of the House and Leader of the Opposition and try to settle the
matter. : 5
Wl L ol gride gl ;.«Lruua
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Raza Rabbani: Sir, in order to create a congeniﬁ atmosphere the
Minister must take his words back.
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* Mr. Gohar Ayub Khan: Mr. Chairman, with the permission of the
House T would “like to seek excuse because we are in serious meeting in
monitoring the situation. ~~

Mr. Chairman: So, I think somebody on your behalf will be taking
notes.

Mr. Gohar VA}'ub Khan: If the House wants fo debate these

issues, you can fix a date for that. Thank vou, sir.
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Mr. Chairman: Aitzaz Ahsan. Plea‘se h¢ar him in silence and I also

expect you too hear others in silence. -

-l S P
Ch. Aitzaz Absan: Mr. Chairman, there are two reasons why I will

make this short statement in English.
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The first is-because the honourable Foreign Minsiter has himself chosen
" to speak and deliver his’statement in English and second 'that'1 hope-that. his
statement and mire are related to the world outside . T’ can’ express- an
. -apprehension that-'perhaps -it might be-only his statement but I think, this is the
“time when the government must rise -above the politics of pelitical ‘polarization .
This is not a time for acrimony, we: certainly did feel and-do"feel that ‘the
" opposition must be credited ‘with a large heart for maintaining the quorum' and for
continuing the business of the House today. I saw myself “the  Ministér of
““Parliamentary -Affairs stoppihg ‘members from coming into the House. I saw it
‘myself. It was an'issue, he cannot deny it. I can name the ‘members also but‘ this
“‘is'not & time for acrimony. I will beg the Minsiter for Parliattiéntary Affairs. 'will
“beg the Foreign Ministérs, T will beg the other- luminaries sitting in the front
‘benches of the treasury that kihdly understand, ‘this is not a questiml'"of"'Pé'l"{i}s{an
Muslim League, Pakistan Peoples Party, ANP of MQM or any otlier parties, th:ey
are all distinguished parties from Baldchistan,'-f-fbin Frontier - from' Sindh, from
“Punjab, people sitting here, this is a common thredt 167us Al did’ €6 “our ‘titure

cetierations It is'a threal to the security not orly of ‘Pakistan “but’“we “tiust

inderstand, of South Asia as a Whole. India has propelled South Asid into a total,
perhaps irrepairable - imbalance . It -has knocked ‘the "very‘bélance out of this
region and we are quarrelling :amongst ourselves and the-Government is trying 10
defeat the quorum and blanting the Opposition Tesponsible for the quorum. Yes,
we are responsible for the quorum, we ‘dre proud that we kept the qudi'uﬁ'i"‘to
enable the Foreign Minister to make the statement, we are proud of that. 2

Sir;the ‘blasts have shaken the very basis and fundamentals of peace in

South Asia.  They have viciated the objectives of non-proliferation and “the
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aspirations of the peoples of South Asia , not only of Pakistan but the peoples of

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Maldeves, Bhutan, and I fear also the people of

India by this ill-advice, misguided mistake which will prove costly for India as

well a mistake of the Indian Government. I think it is a-colossal blunder of the

Indian Government that it , in its megalomania of becoming a kind of a super

power in the region , has chosen and selected this moment to cause these blasts.

It is as much a threat, Mr. Chairman, you will recall, it 15 a conthmatloﬁ of what
happened in 1974.

I wish your television were to record me further, there may be more
positive things coming. I don't like telling this partisonship. They don't even
consider Opposition’s voice relevant. the world will comsider my voice more
relevant than vours. Let me tell vou, they will not worry what the Foreign
Minister has said in his smudgy statement. They. will note what the Opposition
Leader has said in a marvellous statement.

Mr. Chairman, in 1974, go back, take your minds back to that. In 1974,
India made that explosion in the Rajistan desert and called it the smiling Buddha.
And there was a man and there was a Government that decided , then , that the
country will eat grass but will have a peaceful nuclear programme. We are
cominitted t§ peace. We do not believe, Mr. Chairman, that either war or
weapons are the answer to the problems of South Asia. We do not believe that
war or weapons are the answser or solution to the poverty, sickness, disease,
famine wont, illiteracy, slums of South Asia. We think that India has caused this
entire region to reel into a new race for proliferation.

But vet, Mr. Chairman, we expect a wiser policy from our Government

than has been reflected in the statement of the Foreign Minister. I do not say it
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as an adversary, I do not say it as an opponent, I do not.say it as a member of the
Qpposition, I say it as a Pakistani, I say it as a man-whose children are going to
live in this com1t1&. 1 say it as a man who himself finds his home and herth
threaten by these blasts. Mr. Chairman, I say it as a man who wants now the
Govermmment of Pakistan, and I say it as I want the Indians to hear it that when I
say the Government I mean it as my Government, not as my opponents
Government , as my Government, they are my Government, they are our
Government.

I want only to say Mr. Chairman, devise a policy now which will be an
advancement of the security of Pakistan. This is the greatest threat since 1974,
after that the peaceful non combative nuclear programme kept a balance and we
have taken pride in that nuclear programme and the people who were the fathers
of that nuclear programme and the person who was the father-and who took the
initiative of that programme. I don't say it has been said that we should make 30
blasts, I don't say it what I say is strength will lie in internal unity, that is what .
you need. I say it to our Government give up policies of discard, difference,
division and dispute: I say to my Government adopt now a policy of consensus,
you have to take the entire nation with vou. This threat is neither unreal , nor it
is a light small threat, this is a grave threat, nations have fought super power and
they have fought because of their unity. Nations have had the greatest arsenals
in the world and thev have gone and they have been- divided , they have
dissipated, they have disappeared like:the Soviet Union because ©of their disunity.
You may not have a neuclear weapon, we have yet to ponder on it whether we
should or we should not have because at heart Mr. Chairman we are non

proliferationists, at heart we are a peaceful nation, at heart we don't want war, at
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heart we don't want weapons "i‘)ut we are not those that wiH run away in the face
of a _gha.llepge. We are not ,;tllg;ste who will abdicate in the face of a threat from
Ing_iriaﬁ or anyone else. Take ﬂ_}é nation into confidence, take the Opposition nto
confidgnqe and I don't mean just call the Opposition for one briefing etc., come
out With politics of consensus rather ‘ﬂ_la.n division and dispute, come up and take
the n_ation with you . you are not along the nation, you are one side of the coin,
take both sides with you , today take those steps .I‘Mo__ve forward, 1eave the
pathololgical elements amongst you. There are pathological elements amongst
you __who_ g0 _}around_ and say we have to destroy the Opposition, we have to
spear the Opposition the enemy with you . 110\\':)}011_}{110\‘.-' where the enemy is, it
is in this new nuclear programme in South Asia, you nged'umq' with it , vou
neegfonsensus with it , take those steps.

Mr. Chg};man, I request the Government today and I make a pledge to
thi_s;. Ijggse and all the honourable members who are my p_olleagues whom I
respect, you 1ake._la step in view of the »_t}_\re_‘at towards consensus. towards taking
eVCl_'Yb?f,i:}': : toge‘ﬂ.{er , towards evolving.‘_ l,pgli:c:i‘es: based on the inputs of every
person, even your opponents and I assure you in the interest of the solidarity,

security , mEegnt\and pro§p§gity' ot; this very great nation that my forefathers
and yoursfought ;for; in the Ainterest of the integrity, security, well being,
prospggigz ,ax}dAp,rog_ress of Pakistan. We will walk an extra mile with you if you
20 _gr}d move in, that direction and let this message today go to India. Let th15 be
knownv that on this issue we are one, That ,.forr it to be known, for it to be
remembgred, for it to be registered in their minds, for it to have a telling effe’qt on

the planning of those decision makers of the Indian Govemnment, who have

threaten us by these blasts, even the future of their own generation, the
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generation of I'ndians._, one billion Indians and their generation Mr. Chairman,.I
am alone sayiiig this will matter not. My side is saying that we will walk an extra
mile with vou if you get rid of your pathological elements in, your ranks. Your
pathological elements, who think that only way Pakistan can survive is that th;
opposition is Ievelled. -
AL B U e 5
It will not :h.appen? But we are p;ll"epared in view of this threat to walk with you
and this message will get registered, imprinted upon the minds of ‘thev»Irvl._d.izriln.
Policy makers, Dr. Strange Loves, that must have planned thesell.lucle?r bl_ast§ n
dark rooms 11_1__ the Ra;_histan desert or where ever they planned them m B_g}r}glgr_g_

or more , I don't know where? Where ever they plan these, this message will go

It will pierce through there only and only if you, in the face of this challenge,

and pierce through their minds, it will not be a

take the fjirst: step;”evolving.a consensus . In taking the oppositionl alqug’\yi@ vou..
Spread out your hands in a positive manner, spread ot}gt_gnql}@ﬂ al}‘diweAwi:l‘__lj
take those with both hands and we will move on for the sake of our chilidr‘ex}.! .

Mr . Cha,lrman Akram Zaki Sahib. Foreign Minister Sahib do you

want to say any thing? %
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Mr. Gohar Ayub Khan: Mr. Chairman Sir, we are very grateful for

the words.....
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Mr. Gohar Ayub Khan: Sir, this shows that the House is one.

The nation is one and the signal that is being sent to India will be loud and clear.
The honourable Senators have said that my statement is little diluted but if they
read it, read the meanings in it, I think the response has been given and future
response will be there. We are mindful of the threat that has been posed to
Pakistan. We are proud of the Pakistani Nation that on this issue Pakistan is one.
There is no one voice against it and such threat will be matched by the
determination of the Pakistani nation. I am grateful to the Leader of the
Opposition in the Senate for having expressed this and I am grateful also that
they heard me with patience as the situation was such. We are monitoring the
situation. We are Kkeeping the Prime Minister informed. And as I requested vou
earlier that I would like to be excused because we are in a meeting to review this
very situation for the reaction and responses thalt Pakistan has to give. Thank

'you very much Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: Akram Zaki Sahib.
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Mr. Muhammad Akram Zaki: Thank you Mr. Chairman, Today

as the honourable Foreign Minister and the honourable Leader of the Opposition

have already stated that a very serious and a very grave happening has occurred
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mour region. India has been, for the last fifty years able to present to the world a
face of 4being secular and peaceful. They have taken advantage of some of the
actions and \vﬁﬁngs of Mahatama Gandhi and Jawahar Lal Nehru and world has
somehow Been taken in, that India is, perhaps, a non-violent and a peaceful
couniry , whereas Pakistan, because of its historical deveiopments, has been
projected in an adverse light:. Sir, Mahatama Gandhi and non-violence were killed
on the 30th of January 1948. India, since the 30th of January, has not really been
symbolized by Mahatama Gandhi by the bullet of Godsay and it is that spirit
that has dominated the region during the last fifty vears. I do mnot want to
recount the long history of India and series of aggressions against the .
neighbouring states which is well known to everyone. All the neighbours of
India, in one form or another, have been victims of Indian aggression.

The Indian leadership has displayed a megalomenia for becoming a great
power, a regional power and now a global power. We shall talk of their
ambitions of being a regional power, but according to the Indian calculous by
their aggression in 1971 against Pakistan, they had achieved their ambition of
_ becoming a regional power and then thev made plans to dominate areas beyvond
and to become a world power . It is clear from the writings of their earlier
thinkers like Panikar, even Jawahar Lal Nehru.

After the dismemberment of Pakistan in 1971, they took their next
decision of quickly demonstrating their nuclear capabality for which they had
started work even during the interim government of 1946. And 1974, to which the
honourable Leader of the Oppostion has referred, .was a turning point which
created a new awareness in this region. Since 1974 Pakistan has consistently

been raising the question of non-proliferation and making South Asia a Nuclear
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We;_xppn, Free Zone. Every year in the United Nations our support has been
increasing but the primary opposition to non-proliferation and South Asia
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone has been coming from India. Actually, today‘s event
is not something that has come out of biue and as the Honourable Foreign
Minsiter said, we were expecting it. India had a determined, well worked out
logical pqlicy of developing nuclear capability, thermo-nuclear capability and a
delivery system. They have systematically been establishing their facilities
without accepting internaticnal safeguards. Its a very il'nerest‘ing study that one
great power which has many laws under which it imposes sanctions on other
cougtries. These laws have been violated by India consistently, but never has
anyone of those laws been applied to India.

Sir, on the nuclear non-proliferation @ssue _we all are familiar with the
Pressler Amendment. which we say was Pakistan specific and therefore was not

applied to India but actually the first law that the United States made on this

question was the Simington Amendment under which any country pursuing a_

nuclear programme is subject to sanctions. Incjig was clearly in violatioin of that
laws but the sanctions were never applied. There is a Glyan Amendment under
wh;'ch any country making Plotonium and reprocessing it is subject to sanctions.
India established its reprocessing facilities but sanctions were never applied.
Thel_'e is a Solars Amendment under which anv country stealing nuclear
information and bringing it cland;;)tinely is subject to sanctions. These
sanctions were never applied on Ind:ia__. And ironically all these three were at
various times used against Pakistan. And_ then, in the end, we came under the

mischief of the Pressler Amendment.

Sir, there are people in the United States and some of them very
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important ones like the former Secretary of Defence Mr. Mcanamara, who since:
91 has been advocating that in the post Soviet Global structuré India should
have a special place and it should be encouraged to have that special place .
And in that framework he has been advocating that India's nuclear programme
should be seen in the context of China's nuclear programme and that India cannot
afford to ignore and not have what China has. Now the honourable Leader of
the Opposition has. very . rightly stated that this is a challenge against the
concept of non-proliferation and this has been nocked out the NPT. The NPT has
recognized five nuclear powers and those five nuclear powers have a special
responsibility not to transfer non-peaceful- nuclear technology to any other
country and the responsibility of the non-nuclear powers is not to. acquire
nuclear technology for war purposes. One of the obligations on. the:five nuclear
powers is to prevent the sixth power from getting this capability and . to reward:
those who do not acquire nuclear weapons by assisting their peaceful nuclear
programme. - The major powers have neither fulfilled = their obligations to prevent:
proliferation nor fulfilled their obligation to give encouragement  to. peaceful
uses of nuclear technology, even by those countries. who have- signed NPT .
They have another obligation that gradually they will reduce . their .own: arsenal. :
But here I say that some important people have been advocating India's acquiring:
nuclear capability, acquiring delivery. system by raising the bogey of China.

A few days ago the Defence Minister of India made a statement that :
China was a great threat. Perhaps this was a prelude to making these nuclear,
tests and one of those tests is a Thermo Nuclear Test. They had acquired: thev
nuclear capability and demonstrated it in 1974. Now 24 vears later what they have |

demonstrated is their thermo nuclear capability. The basic question is that they:
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by the big five into the group of Big Six. And 1t 1s for this reason that'they are
developing & blue water navy with nuclear capability. It is I'r'éAally a very strange
thing that at a time, since the collapse of the Soviet Union, when virtually every
major military power is cutting down expenditure on defence, (China has
reduced its troops by nearly 25 percent since then) India is the only country that
is constantly aﬁénienting its nuclear and its militarv capability in almost every
field. Some of our friends and intellectuals come and advise Pakistan to cut
down defence expenditure and to concentrate more on the social sector. Social
sector is important. We must give better education, better quality of life, better
medical facility to our people. But without survival there is no social progress
poséible. Our current defence expenditure is a very small portion of India's
defence budget. Infact, India's defence budget is larger than our total national
budget. It is very strange thing that they are making nineteen percent increase in
their defence budget. Perhaps next year the annual increase in India's defence
budget would be greater than Pakistan's total defence budget.

Under those circumstances how can any rational individual advise
Pakistan to cut down its defence budget while our defence budget is only 134
billion rupees, our debt servicing is 242 billion rupees. And those who claim to
be our well wishers, those who want us to spend on the social sector. they don't
talk of some relief on debt servicing, some re-scheduling of our debts. They only
say; cut down your defence, so that Pakistan, which is still the only credible
counﬁ*y, bv'vhich stands in the way of India's ambition to steamroll the whole
region including the gulf become weak. They want to reduce Pakistan, to a

status similar to the other neighbours of India. Yet we consider them as our

52




friends. Sir, I am very glad that the statement issued by the:Foreign Minister
towards its end reiterates the determination of the Priine’ Minister that nation-will
make an adequate response to make the defence and Security of Pakaistan
impregnable. I think, this is a historic moment when the nation, as the
honourable Leader of the Opposition has said, ‘should do some soul searching.
The first thing that we must achieve is national unity and national consensus.
When the survival is at stake, when the challenge is overwhelming, we cannot
afford bickering and fighting among ourselves. We should rise above smaller
issues and look at our security situation and make an adequate response to the
challenge that we are facing. I do not expect a ‘very strong reaction from the
great advocates of nonproliferation to this phenomenon that has taken place. It
is‘a very strange world in which those who cross the threshold are accorded
recognition and are welcomed into the exclusive club. - And those who are
reluctant and hesitate, they are trampled upon and asked to stay out.

Sir, I hope that our leadership and all the departments concerned will
undertake a very serious review of the situation , consult our friends and take
bold decisions. Decisions which would ensure our deterrance capability against
potential Indian aggression. We a peaceful ‘nation. We have been seeking'
peace. We have made 14-different proposals to India on the nuclear issue, I don't
want to go into those which India has rejected. But now, we have to make sure
that our nuclear policy, which is essentially, a deterrent policy ' of preventing
war and not' for fighting war is on the right track. We don't want war. “We*
should hower, acquire sufficient capability to ensure our security and to maintain
a credible deterrance so that we are not pushed around by friends and foes ‘alike

and told to-sign on the dotted line. We want to negotiate peace with India . We™
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want: t0" settle the Kashmir dispute on the basis of justice; on the basis of .the
principles -of “U . N. resolutions, but we cannot negotiate ‘if* we demonstrate
either the lack of will or the lack of capability. It is only by maintaining the
deterrent capability that we will be able to enter into respectable: negotiations.

-We seek. no confrontation , neither with- India nor- with anv other
country. but we cannot and will not follow . a policy of capitulation., We cannot
accept dictates . - India has  broken the:rules:. It has destroyed the
nonproliferation regime . Now is the time for us to rise and demand that those
who have been invoking the various amendments and laws against us, show
their sincerity . -Are they prepared to take sanctions against India, -or: are they
preparing; to take India in the embrace and say welcome to the club.

2.7+ This is-a very important question .and: we must talk to our neighbours
also. for: sirengthening the structure ‘of our security.: Pakistan's relations with
China , which are strong enough , have to be further consolidated. Our relations
with- Iran are also vital to our security and with the help of Iran and 11e§ghbours
of i+ Afghanistan , we must encourage ecarliest - establishment ' of = peace: in
Afghanistan . . This alone, can ensure usi‘access to the new opportunities in
Central Asia. And if we  speaki.collectively, - acquire support from muslim
countries in the region, then:that will:also be:a ‘factor of - deterrance against
aggression. :

I think, we should also pursue our objective of non-proliferation. But
let me recall a historical fact that when only one side, one country had the atom
bomb, it could not resist th¢ temptation to use it. It was used twice because only
one country had it. When the other side acquired it, since then there has been

peace and balance. India committed aggression against Pakistan three times,
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India dismembered Pakistan in 19_71. Since then _Hi_t 1s because of Pakistan's
nuclear capability and ambiguity that India has not committed open aggression
against Pakistan. Therefore, psychologically it is very important that we maintaiq
control over our nerves, we don't get rattled by what India has done because we
have, by the grace of God, the capability to deter aggression and we must
strengthen that capability and I think the honourable Leader of the Opposition
deserveé my compliments for saying that the opposition and the @vemment on
this issue of national security should join hands and face the common enemy. I

thank you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: 'Hlank you. Maulana Fazal Muhamimad Sahib.
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Mrs. Nasreen Jalil: Sir, since this matter is related with the defence

of the country therefore we should pass a unanimous resolution from the Senate
about this, so that the message goes abroad that we are together where the

defence of the country is concerned.

Mr. Chairman: We will look into this.
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Mian Raza Rabbani: Mr. Chairman, we would not raise this issue
today but since the House will be meeting in the evéning tomorrow, there is the
notice which has been circulated with reference to the Special Committee that
has been constituted and that the meeting of the Special Committee has been
fixed for 10.30 in the moming. Now, sir, there is one basic point involved in this
question and that is the‘. question of the appointment of the Chairman’ of
Committee . The Chaﬁnmn of tﬁe Committee, who™ has been nominated by

perhaps you or by the Secretariat.

Mr. Chairman: Convenor not the Chairman and convenor is only for
the first meeing. I have nominated a Convenor fdf the fi-'rst rrieeting' only with the
direction that thereafter the Committee will decide whaf t§ do.
Mian Raza Rabbani: Right sir. He is not thé Chaiﬁnan, he is just
for that meeting. .
Mr. Chairman: He is appointed Convenor for the first meeting and 1
have observed that the Committee will then decide how. to proceed further.
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The House is adjourned to meet again tomorrow at'5.00 p.m.

[The House then ad journed to meet at f ive of the clock in the dfternoon,

on Tuesday, the 12th May, 1998].




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50
	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59
	60
	61
	62

