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The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate ‘Hall (Parliament
House), Islamabad, at ten of the clock in the morning, with Mr.
Chairman (Mr. Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair.
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Now, we take up privilege motions.
Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed: Point of order, Sir.
Mr. Chairman: Yes please.

Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed: Sir, with great ‘respect
I congratulate the Government on adding yet another star to
the galaxy of the already appointed Advisers to the Ministry
of Tourism. My I ask the Minister concerned whether there is
any age limit for such appointment, if not, at least then the

\
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name of Mr. Minto, myself and others may also be considered
for this particular Ministry. To end, Sir, I will say:

P p oot
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Mr. Chairman: This is no point of order.

PRIVILEGE MOTIONS

Mr. Chairman: Now we take up privilege motion No. I.
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed.

(i) RE: LETTERS WRITTEN TO U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL
AND OTHERS BY MR. WALI KHAN ON THE ALLEGED
VIOLATION OF GENEVA ACCORDS BY PAKISTAN

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: Sir, I beg to move that the privilege .
of the Senate, the Parliament and the very integrity and
security of Pakistan has been exposed to threat by the
letters reported in the press to have been sent by Khan
Abdul Wali Khan, Leader of A.N.P. to U.N. Secretary General,
Javier Perez de Cuellar and some other heads of states or
governments including the Prime Minister of India alleging
Pakistan's violation of Geneva Accords. These letters which
reflect the personal bias of the said MNA and contain factual
distortions, baseless insinuations and treacherous statements
about. Pékistan, are an attempt to de-fame Pakistan, to
weaken the  Afghan policy which is now entering a very
decisive - phase* and disrupt the constitutional process in

is effort at de-faming Pakistan and destablish-

the country:.”
ing the constitutional process by a Member of the National
Assembly by i‘n\{éj}{ing foreign Governments constitutes breach
of the privilege of Pakistan's Parliament and the people, I,
therefore, beg to move that this breach of privilege be
discussed and the matter referred to the Privileges Committee.

Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed ?

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Yes, Sir.

Sir, in the privilege motion, I mean_t’he substance which
_has been circulated there is no mention of the name of
Prime Minister of India which has now been read by the
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hohdg']‘rablfé"ﬂéfhber. ‘ ,
Mr. Chairman: We will take the privilege motion as
sent to us. .
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Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: It is already stated:

"and some other heads of states and governments.
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Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: But the Prime Minister
of India that'is not particularly mentioned there.
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U.N. Secretary General and some - other heads of states
or Government.

T ltypie

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: 'Prime Minister of India’
where it mentioned ? Sir. It should be amended then.

Mr. Chair‘man: No. No. This is over-ruled.

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: It should be amended.
~Mr. Chairman: No. No. This is ruled out of order.
Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: I will oppose it.

Mr. Chairman: Right.
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"I do solemnly swear that | will bear true taith and allegiance
to Pakistan. :

That as a Member of the Senate I will perform my func-
tions honestly to the best of my ability, faithfully in accord-
ance with the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
and the law and the rules of the Senate, and always in
the interest of the sovereignty, integrity, solidarity, well
being and prosperity of Pakistan:

- That I will strive to preserve the Islamic Ideology which
is the basis for the crecation of Pakistan. - ;

And that I shall preserve, protect and defend the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
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~will not allow anybody else, we ‘can't allow
.every pnvﬂege ‘motion to become a general debate. Some
'prw1lege motions are of unusual public importance but
-every privilege motion will not be allowed to become a
,pubhc debate. So I will only allow Mr. Basheer Ahmed because
he is a representative of the ANP and I will allow the honour-
able Minister of State for Parllamentary /ufalrs Yes ‘Mr.
- Basheer Ahmed please proceed on. :

(Imerruptzqn) i

Mr. Chairman: [ have to decide 'the"i}hpdrtance of the
issue. : : »

Mr. Muhammad A'li';l'(."ﬁéih-"Sir" we request you. _

Mr. Chairman: No, please 1 have disallowed the request. I
‘have said that I will not alloWageneral debate on this question.
1 will follow the rules strictly ‘unless I come to the conclusion
that the matter is of such importance that I will allow
some other Members to participate. .

Mr. Shad- Muhammad Khan: Point of order, Sir. The rules
should be universal, Sir, Basheer Sahib should not be allowed

to discuss th1§ issue.
Mr. Chairman: It is universal. - /A J’I‘J/Jw/
He can defend the positidn A,

Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan: He can cteiend Sll’, but we
have got grievances also.

Mr. Chairman: So, therefore, as a speexabc&se because
he is only representative of that party in thxs House T"am
allowing him.

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Point of order, Sir. I may
draw your kind attention to a no protest;

"A Member must without asking gquestion accept ,thﬂef.»
ruling of the Chair."

Mr. Chairman: Yes, they have accepted the ruling. 1 can' =
assure you. They have all accepted my ruhng, ; ‘can: s
you. Yes Mr. Basheer Ahmed. _07"1 - e
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Mr. Basheer Ahmed: That you Mr. Chairman, I am grateful
to you for granting me the opportunity to say a few words.
I will be very brief Sir. :

Mr. Chairman: Only on the admissibility question please.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed: The question is that the Professor
Sahib has alleged that Wali Khan has acted against the
interest of the country by writing letters to Foreign Heads of
States or the UN -forum. What I would submit is Sir, that
Wali Khan has urged these authorities and his purpose .is
to put a stop to the ongoing war in Afghanistan. Now,
the ongoing war in Afghanistan, we think, that if it is pro-
longed, Wali Khan thinks that if it is prolonged, it will
not only be deterimental, to the interest as it is detrimental
to the interest of the people living in Afghanistan, who
. are neighbours of this country, who are Muslims and who
are human beings but .entually Sir, to the rumblings that
are in the air, the tiings that we hear from outside, then
eventually this war may spill over to our territory. The
effects and consequences of war are already visible in the
Frontier Province. So, his intention is a pious one. If we
look it superficially then, may, be, he has tried to say some-
thing........ but if we look it deeply Sir, there are hidden con-
sequences in this i.e. the prolongation of war in Afghanistan,
which are really dangerous for Pakistan. Now, as regards
the foreign policy of this country, I had a mind to speak on it.

Mr. Chairman: You can do that on the 22nd and 23rd.
Now, you should speak on admissibility.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed: Then I say, it is no way, a departure
from the stated policy of this Government Sir.

g

725 4 foreign policy, £t sadmissibility o8 e s
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Mr. Basheer Ahmed: Sir, this is connected with it. 1
will be very brief. In the honourable President' Address
it has been stated which is supposed to be statement of
policy of this State Sir.
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Now, this is the stated policy of the Government but the
policy now being pursued that is a violation of this statement
Sir. I don't know which: authorities are responsible for that.
This is the statement of honourable President and that
is the policy of the State pursued by the honourable Foregin
Minister. Now, what Wali Khan is driving at is that according
to Geneva Agreement peace should be established in Afghanis-
tan so that the Afghan Muhajrin who are our brothers,
who are Muslims, we feel equally for them might go back, Sir.
I would like to submit to you that if you ever happen, if you
chance to visit a camp of the Muhajrin and you see how their
children and their women and their old men are suffering here.
You would wish them to return to their own hearths and
homes. If we prolong the war, if there are militantsand
militarists here who want to fight thousands years of war on all
fronts, I would submit very respectfully Sir, that war is a
dangerous affair. It is a dangerous game and it can have
destructive repercussions for the whole region. And therefore,
I think, Wali Khan's efforts are towards peace and they
are in the larger interest and the long term interest of
this country. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Dr. Sher Afgan, we are not
going to allow a general debate.

(Interruption)

= UJ")/J/(J‘ ,J’/ ‘YL'.A[
~ I will not allow any debate on this.

Mr. Chairman: There is no need for right to reply.
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If .I need, I will request you to reply to some specific téchnical.
point.
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So, we have to use our discretion :
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" This is a statement by Wali Khan, we have to see it whether
it is admissible or not. :
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Every Senator in my eyes is a very big man.

Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed: Thank you very much Sir.
Give me a chance for a few minutes.

Mr. Chairman: Not today.

Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed: I will only repeat the words of
Mr. Liagat Ali Khan which he spoke in the Constitutent

Assembly while addressing the father of Mr. Abdul Walj
Khan. -
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[Mr. Chairman]
I will not allow on this. Dr. Sher Afgan Sahib, please on
admissibility.
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Mr. Chairman: Then, how i.s this concerned with admissibility ?
STt e ..,:/r’,‘ciguf:
Dr. Sahib, if you go into these matters, other would want

to make a reply. Please stick to the admissibility of
this question
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Practice and Procedure of Indian Parliament and its
author is S.S. More, Page 169, Ist published in 1960.
What is-a breach of privilege; is a question which does
not admit of a precised and categorical answer, breach
of privilege can not be defined though it can be described.
It may be stated generally that any act or omission
which obstructs or impedes either House of Parliament
in the performance of its functions or which obstructs or
impedes any member or officer of such House in the
discharge of his duty or which has a tendency directly or
indirectly to produce such results, may be treated as
a contempt even though there is no precedents of this
offence. To put it more carefully a breach of privilege
is a willful disregard by a member or any other person of
the lawful powers and privileges of Parliament (this
is very important to note, Sir), it was fairly a good
description .that a breach would be where someone was
bringing the House either to contempt or ridicule.

priviiege ,",;'L r%/j::._y‘,{‘f, last sitting /‘;T_d(j‘;yo'/’u:-
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Practice and Procedure of Parliament ament

~PusS quote 2T,

"Though the British Parliament had struggled for the
various privileges, it had been agreed that neither House
of Parliament has power by any vote or declaration
to create to themselves new privileges not warranted
by the norms of laws and customs of Parliament''.

Bfu’%{ ~_JJ'7 ‘. precedentsel’ ‘»:(I J}G"J,}'—/)g/ o < ‘f/:u"/y :
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"When a complaint against a member is brought before
the House, it is essential that the member concerned
should be present in the House;...
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it is the nature of the privilege whether it is or not.
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- i ) S T e

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: "..... in case he is not present,
the making of the complaint is deferred until the following
sitting. Where the member complained against present
in the House when the complaint is made, he is heard in

explanation and then directed to withdraw from the House
by the Speaker. . »

2. "Complaints against members: Neither House of Parliament
can claim or exercise any authority over a member of
the other House. Consequently, neither House can take
upon itself to punish any breach of privilege or contempt
offred to it by a member or officer of the other House.

3- On page 244: "You will agree that it is not desirable
for members of one House to make alle-
gations or cast reflections on the floor of

the House on the members of the other
House".
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"Not more than one question shall be raised by the same
member at the same sitting - not more than one question."
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"Integrity and security of Pakistan is one, question, exposed
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to threat by letters reported in the press to have been
sent by Khan Abdul Wali Khan, Leader of ANP to UN Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Cueller and some other Heads of States or
governments alleging Pakistan's violation of Geneva Accords.
This is second issue. These letters which reflect the personal
biase of the said MNA, this is the third issue, and contains
factual distortion, baseless. insinuations and treacherous
statements (this is unparliamentary and no member can
be labelled as treacherous) are an attempt to defame Pakistan'.
These are so many issues.

Mr. Chairman: Prof. Sahib on point of order.
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It means, directly you have allegated him.
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So, you are saying that more than one issue has been raised
inthe same privilege motion.

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: There are seven or eight
issues or questions which have been raised in that.
Second sub-rule -

"The question shall relate to a specific matter.

to a specific matter; there have been raised so many
matters i.e. security, integrity, treacherous statements,
Geneva Accords.

This is also violated by the privilege motion.

(3) The matter shall be such as requires the intervention of
the Senate.
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L g "/u’/& U U"d‘"ﬁ Complaints against members
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complaint against members or officers of the House.
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Mr. Chairman: The sound system is again. We are back
to normal business.
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Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: I was referring from the
book of Dr. Ranjana Arora entitled 'Parliamentary Privileges
in India', 1986 edition. It reads:

"Complaints against members of or officers of
-the other House. In the United Kingdom, the
two Houses of Parliament are equal in respect of
matters arising on account of breach of privilege.
The same principle is followed in India and, there-
fore, neither House has any authority over a member
of the other House. In other words, neither House
can take upon itself to punish a breach of privilege
or contempt committed against it by a member or
officer of the other House. An issue of breach of
privilege or contempt of the House cannot be
raised on account of a speech made by a member
in the other House of Parliament or in any state
legislature. However, a notice of breach of privilege
can be taken if the member of the other House
has made the speech outside the House. If a member
‘of sither House raises an issue of the above nature,
the presiding officer of the House in which the
question of privilege is raised, refers the case
to the presiding officer of the other House, if
he is satisfied that there is prima facie case of
breach of privilege"..
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Mr. Chairman: It will not be expunged.
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Mr. Chairman: Prot Sahib but I do not think your conten-
tion is that this is a new privilege.
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Mr. Chairman: Dr. Sahib Could you kindly check up
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Mr. Chairman: 0.k, Then I reserve my ruling on this privilege
motion.

I think prima facie you (Prof. Khurshid) are right but since
the honourable Minister had quoted this [ thought that may
be he would - Jike to make a comment op the statement
made by you.

- BY misquote /‘f"é I L,;/J,}{";;j’

Mr. Chairman: Next Privilege motion is in the name
of Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro, No. 5

(i) RE: RECOMMENDING FIVE PERSONS EACH FOR' "~
PERFORMING HAJ
PERFORMING HAJ

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, “I¥ask: of leave to make 3
motion in respect of a breach of privilege of the Senate
occasioned by the decision of the FederalGovernmentMinistry
of Haj and Religious Affajrs allowing Members of National

Assembly to fe€commend applications of five persons for
performing Haj, Whereas the Members of the Senate have
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been deliberately excluded from this privilege which has
caused a deliberate breach of privilege.

Mr. Chairman: Is the Minister for Religious Affairs here 2
Actually the matter was referred to the Ministry of Religious
Affairs and they had reported that they are not making any
such concession 1O Members. Would you like to make a

statement on this ?

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, in this respect [ will just
say two words before we go ahead. \

Mr. Chairman: Yes please.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, the honourable Members
who had attended the Committe€ on Shariah Bill which was
presided over by the honourable Minister for Religious Affairs,
I am informed by one of them, that there even the Minister
had admitted that [ have given this concession to the Members

of the National Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister.
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Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Sir, the statement of the Minister
is not correct when he (Minister for Religious Affairs) has
categorically said that a quota of five persons would be
given to each Member of the National Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: We had received a slightly different inform-

gtion from the Ministry of Religious Affairs. What we will do
is we will wait for the Minister. When is he likely to come

back ? > 5
LGS
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So, we will take it up on the following day so that we may
get an authoritative statement from the Minister on this
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question. Thank you, it js deferred then till the Minister
is present in the House. Now, we take up the next item
of the agenda j.e. the debate on the President's Address.
Qazi Abdul Latif on a point of order.
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FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

dent's Address I propose if it js acceptable to the House that
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Mr. Ahmed Miqn Soomro: Sir, this whole session we have
not had the Question Hour, which js a vVery important right
of the Members.
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[ agree with you and, therefore, I would like to f’{nish this
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t(_)dgy and tomorrow if possible. So, let us 'hopé we can

finish the debate on the President's Address. We have sixteen

Members on this list which is before me. Saeed Qadir Sahib,
you want to say something ?

Lt. Gen. (Rtd) Saeed Qadir: Mr. Chairman, if you allow
me, I can start on this. '

e L R

Lt. Gen. (Rtd) Saeed Qadir: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: O.K. Doctor Sahib would like to speak also.
So, I think, if you also agree we will not allow any new
names to be added to the list that I have already got.

An Honourable Member: Let us know the names in the list.

Mr. Chairman: -The list is: Dr. Bisharat Elahi, Prof. Khurshid
Ahmed, Mr. Basheer Ahmed, Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan, Mr.
Ghulam Farooque, Syed Asghar Ali Shah, Mr. Shad Muhammad
Khan, Qazi Abdul Latif, Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan, Mr.
Men.nood Ahmed Minto, Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir, Syed Abbas
Shah, Mr. Muhammad Hashim Khan, Mr. Hussain Bakhsh
Bangulzai, Sheikh Ali Muhammad and Mr. Tarig Chaudhary.

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Sir, my name is not there.

Mr. Chairman: So, we will add you name and then after
that we close this list.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, the President's Address
is in Urdu, English copies may also be supplied to us.

Lo o o -~ / » * 4 L
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Will you kindly add my name ?

Mr. Chairman: O.K. We will add your name also. But please
let us try and finish this debate. Mr. Secretary tomorrow
no privilege motions are to be brought on the agenda, we
would like to finish this Address and then we will proceed
with the other business.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Tomorrow we have asked the Attorney-
General to come.
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Mr. Chairman: Yes we have asked him. Anyhow we
will try to finish this.

o
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I will ask the office to supply you with copies of those
judgements. Anybody e]se who would like to get coples
should also contact the Secretary
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Article 31.(1) "Steps .shall be taken to enable the Muslims of
Pakistan, individually and collectively, to order
their lives in accordance with the fundamental
principles and basic concepts of Islam and to provide
facilities whereby they may be enabled to understand

the meaning of life according to the Holy Quran
and Sunnah.

(2) The State shall endeavour, as respects the Muslims
of Pakistan, -

(@) to make the teaching of the Holy Quran and
Islamiat compulsoryj....."
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[At this stage the Chair was vacated by the Chairman which
was occupxed by the Presiding Officer (Syed Fasih Igbal)]
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The subject is a very important subject. It is the policy

statement of the Government as elucidated by the President
of Paklstan
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Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Mr. Chairman, allow me to start by
bringing to your notice and to the notice of this august House,
the tragedy of August 17, 1988.

Sir, the President has made no mention of this tragedy
in his Address although personally, I feel that it is a national
tragedy and it is an issue which the President should have
raised in his Address. Sir. 31 persons including Gen. Zia-ul-Hagq
and other top army personnel were killed in this tragedy.
The inquiry report which was asked to find out the nature
of the tragedy was released in October last year which
clearly stated that it was an act of sabotage and they had
come to this conclusion by eliminating other possible cases
of such an accident. '

Sir, the very fact that the inquiry 'concluded that it
was a sabotage, it obviously means that either the security
arrangements were not adequate or the security arrangements
had been pierced and in this connection it is not possible
to believe that they were pierced by only local people.
Obviously there must have been a foreign hand in it and
I feel that it is the duty of the Government to find out
who did this and apportidn blame and take action, so that
such a thing is not repeated in future. Being an aggrieved
party since I am very closely related to General Zia-ul-Hagq,
I would not like to dwell on this any further but being it a
national tragedy I would call upon the Government through
you, Sir, to throw some light on it.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir has
just spoken before me. He has highlighted some of the import-
@nt issues facing the country today and other Senators
who have spoken on this subject before me have also brought
to light some of the very important aspects of the President's
speech. Sir, a lot of water has flown under the bridge since
the speech. In the light of the time that has elapsed since
the President made this speech and as very rightly pointed
out by my colleague Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir, if one
has to assess the performance of the Government in power,
one would sum it up by saying that the performance on
the whole has been very disappointing. The President at
the very commencement of hjs speech had resolved to uphold
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- the Constitution, to ensure the stability of the country
and to ensure that all concerned respect the Constitution
in letter and spirit. This, Sir, is the very basis of democracy.
I would not waste your time by dwelling on what and how
‘the present Government has tried to uphold the Constitution.
Sir, we have even not accepted the verdict of the people
-which is the very basis of democracy. The dissolution of
the  Baluchistan Assembly is a glaring example how a Con-
stitution can be subverted for political ends. The popularly
known as political stock exchange which is opened up in
the Punjab is another example of how democracy is subverted
or an effort was made to subvert democracy and to deny
the people what they had chosen. Our Constitution lays
emphasis on Islam, federalism and democracy and, Sir,
provincial autonomy forms the very basis or the heart of
federalism. The commencement of the Peoples Works Pro-
gramme is something which has hit very hard on provincial
autonomy. Lot has been said about this in the previous
motion and I would, therefore, not dwell on it any further.

May I now make some comments and say a few things
about the internal situation of the country today. Sir, the
situation is serious in Sind - so said the Chief of Army
Staff but yesterday while reading the 'MUSLIM' which quoted
the State Minister for Information during his brief to the
press said that the Cabinet felt that the situation in
Sind since the new democratic order has been established,
has improved; whereas we all know that the Prime Minister
of Pakistan not very long ago, hardly a week ago, made
a mention about the guerrillas insurgency in Sind but she
did not mention who these guerrillas were and who were
at the back of these guerrillas. May | request the Government
through you, Sir, to find out who these people are and take
the Members of the Senate into confidence and inform them
~of the exact position in Sind. The Government according
to Mr. Javed Jabbar's statement conceded that there has
‘been intra-provincial migration i.e. migration within the
province but they have denied inter-provincial migration
whereas if any one from the Government can go and spend a
couple of hours in the border towns of Sind like Rahim
Yar Khan or Sadiq Abad, can sce himself that there is
a trail of people migrating from Sind into the Punjab. I
would request the Government to please -take some pains
to verify that the situation is not as rosy as they think
it is. It is not my intention to blame the Government in
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power for what is happening in Sind but the responsibility
to take corrective action js theirs. If they want any support
and help from us i.e. the Members of the Senate or other
parties in the country, I am sure that help and support
would be forthcoming.

A few days ago there were press reports about a Round
Table Conference on the Sind issue in Sind but then perhaps
yesterday or day before Jyesterday I read in the paper that
the Government felt that there Was no need for that con-
ference. Sir, there is a need for this conference., Sir, the
Government must know and the Government does know
that India is involved in the Sind insurgency. They should
take appropriate action. when the jssue of India is raised
On any forum, our Government and even our Foreign Office

is very apologetic about the whole issue and a very muted

I have not in the recent past read any statement in any
Newspaper in Pakistan attributed either to the Prime Minister
of Pakistan or to the Foreign Minister of Pakistan against
the Indian activities either in Pakistan or in Afghanistan or
in Nepal or for that matter in any other country. India's
activities in Siachen are before us but again we have had
a very muted statement from our Government. The only
positive statement that | have read during the recent past
has been from the Chief of the Army Staff who has not
minced his words and said that situation in Sind Is serious

even in Afghanistan today. On the other hand it appears
to us that both Russia and the United States have got to-
gether on one basis in Afghanistan and the basis on which
they have got together is the anti Islamic bias. Neither
Russia nor America wants 10 see a ‘strong Pakistan. The
United States owes jts allegiance to Israel and Russia or
the Soviet Union owes its allegiance to India. Sir, the acti-
vities of India are before us. There is not a single neighbour-
ing country around India where India has not tried to interfere
directly. Leave Pakistan alone,, India for the last six weeks
or perhaps seven now has been ‘trying to strangulate Nepal.
Nepal is a Member of the SAARC. Our Prime Minister
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do not displease the Indians ? What are the Indians doing
in Sri Lanka ? What are the Indians doing In the hill tracks of
Bangladesh ? Wwhat did they do in Maldives and for what
purposes ? pakistan is under pressure from India l?oth on
their - Sind front and in Afghanistan, [ am sure S1r,‘ that'
you must have read day before yesterday's newspaper-'Jang’
of the 15th May, which had this headline:

CuSe W LITI g s L OIS e

I have not read one statement from anybody in Government
in Pakistan on this issue. There have been international reports
and I believe they must be authentic that Indianarmy personnel
are involved in the Afghanistan war on the side of the puppet
Kabul regime. Indian Airforce planes are involved in the
war, Indian Advisors and Pilots are involved in the war.
The Russians have quitely tried to move out and the Indians
seern to have taken their place. It is not in the interest
of India that a pro-Pakistani Islamic Government cOmMes
into being in_Afghanistan. The only way we can strengthen
our, south western border is by having a Government n
Afghanistan which is Islamic and which would obviously then
be pro-Pakistan. Let us try and strengthen at least one
border, Sir. Our borders will always remain fragile. India is
not our friend shall never be our friend. 1 .beg your pardon
Sir, 1 must have taken longer time that you have allowed me.

Mr. Presiding Officer: [ have allowed you the time.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Another very important issue to
which Gen. Saeéd Qadir has touched I would like to elaborate
that a little further is the population situation in Pakistan.
Sir,« the situation has been described that we are sitting
on a time bomb and it seams that we will be swallowed
by this monster. Sir, it is very true, the concern expressed
by Senator Saeed Qadir is a very genuine concern. Most of
the other speakers who have spoken on this Address have
not addressed to this problem. I am glad Gen. Saeed Qadir
has picked up the courage to say something on this perhaps
controversial issue. Granted _Sir, that there are cultural,
religious and social biases to population planning but we
have got to do something about it and to bring home the
fact that the situation is getting out of hand though statistics
may be little boring but I would like to give you a few
facts and figures which should draw the attention not “onlv
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of this House but also of the Government to the urgency of
this problem. Sir, the growth rate of Pakistan in 1947 was
1.7% and the population then was 37 million. I am now
talking of the then West Pakistan and today's Pakistan,
so in my statistics I have not taken into account East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh). In 1988 the growth rate according to
the Government agencies is 2.93 per cent but perhaps some
other agencies feel that it is 3.2% and the estimated popu-
lation in 1988 as perhaps today is 105 to 107 million exactly
what Gen. Saeed Qadir has just mentioned. The 1981 census
showed that the population of Pakistan was 84 million. So, the
increase in seven years from 81 to 88 is approximately 21 mil-
lion. It is estimated that the population is likely to increase to
390, Gen. Saeed gadir said 400 million in the next 40 to 50
years. Sir, 40 to 50 years is not a very long time in the life of
a nation. The present day younger generation was still perhaps
be alive to see this population increase during their life time.
The density then that means when the population goes to 390
to 400 million is likely to be over 350 persons per Sq. kilo-
meter as against 46 persons per Sq. kilometer in 1947.
So, you can well imagine that the increase is manifold.
Our "literacy rate today is 26.17 percent and of this 47
percent is the urban literacy rate whereas the rural literacy
rate is only 17 percent.

Now, when we look at these figures of population no
amount of developmental work is going to cater for the
increase in population. No amount of developimental work,
not even the Peoples Programine is going to cater for this
population increase in due course of time. Therefore, the
~ population planning has got to be priority"No. 1 of the Govern-
- ment of Pakistan today and I would also concede that the
Government alone will not be able to achieve very much
in this regard till such time that they involve elected repre-
sentatives, the social workers, the religious leaders, the
doctors and all concerned in this programme. So, may I
request the treasury benches through you to make a special
note of this. I could go on and on to describe the implications
of this population increase but Sir, due to paucity of time.......

Mr. Presiding Officer: Dr. Sahib, please try to finish, you
have taken more than twenty minutes.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: I thank you very much for the time
given to me.

Mr. Presiding Officer: Professor Khurshid Ahmed Sahib.
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Are not you being a little excessive, a little unjust ? Do
you really think she could last so long if she was not worth
something or are you obliged to think she is worth nothing
because she is a woman ? Mr. Zulfigar Ali Bhutto answered
no, no, I have nothing against women as Head of State

though I don't think women may be better Head of State
" than men. Thank you.

Mr. Presiding Officer: Dr. Noor Jehan Panazia.
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where it will lead nobody can say. So, as a House, as an
Upper House, as a sane House, as a House filled with wisdom
I beseach all the Members of this House that they must
keep these things in mind and they should not become
absolutely enamoured by their own ideas to the extent
that they blame everybody else. .
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I can't say with :any difiniteness because l.don't know: really
~the facts but 1 want the Ministers present here kmdly

to note.
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Then I invite Mr. Ghulam Farooque, to kindly make his

speech. :
Mr ~ Mr. Ghulam Farooque: Mr. Chairman, I will speak tomorrow.

Mr Mr. Presiding Officer: Right. Syed Asghar Ali Shah Sahib.
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[The House adjourned to meet again at 10 O'clock in
the morning on Thursday, May 18, 1989].







