SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
: Wednesday, January 25, 1989

The Senate of Pakistaﬂ met in the Senate Hall, (Parliament
House), Islamabad, at ten of the clock in the morning, with
Mr. Chairman (Mr. Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair.
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OATH-TAKING
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MOTION TO SUSPEND THE QUESTION HOUR
Mr. Chairman: Is anybody going to move ?

Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan, please move a motion for the
suspension of the Question Hour.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi on point of order.
Dr. Bisharat Elahi: But Sir, there is an adjournment motion
‘which I had sent to the Senate Sectt Can I have your permission to
read it ?
Mr. Chairman: When we come to Adjournment Motions,

then we will take it up.

=5 The first hour under the Rules has to be given to the
Question Hour,

Mr. M uhammad Ali Khan, to move for mar

Mr Muhammad Al I\han I\u Chairman, Slr Ibeg fo 0¥€—~ :

“That under Rule 236 of the Rules of Procedure and

Conduct of Busmess m the Senate, .1988, the requlremen’
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of Rule 38 of the said rules be' suspended with regard to the
Question Hour for today’s sitting”.

Mr. Chairman: The motion moved is :

“That under Rule 236 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 1988, the requirement of
Rule 38 of the said rule be suspended with regard to the
Question Hour for today’s sitting”.

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman: So, the Question Hour stands suspended.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
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ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

Mr. Chairman: Now we come to the adjournment motions.
Dr. Bisharat, you were talking about some adjournment motion.

Is it on the Agenda ? .

We will take it up when that comes. We have the other items onr the:
Agenda.
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About the Government decision regarding the repatriation of

stranded Beharis in Pakistan.

. /i 3 <
e LTl £ D i,
So, we will take it up when that comes.

sl

(1) RE: REPATRIATION OF STRANDED BEHARIS
INTO PAKISTAN

Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi: 1 beg to move :

“That the House may be adjourned to discuss a matter of
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence regarding
arrangement being made of immediate repatriation of Beharis’
from Bangla Desh to Pakistan which move would flood the
country with large exodus of population and destroy
country s economy which is already in deplorable conditions”’.

/J/_/wu/’ufudfupu W12 s
You support this motion. = - S
~ Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: I support this motion, Sir.

o L"//"/-"..d(/’ 2t

Mu' Hazar Khan Bijarani: I support this motion.

oy Uit 5P wu/wc’ ezl
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Is it being opposed ?
- Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gillani : Opposed.
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“Efforts are being made to collect the funds amounting to
500 million dollars needed to repatriate Beharis.

‘T‘:f";/v?‘cfﬁ;"-—"fuﬂ

“That 534794 pevple have filed applications through the
International Committee of Red Cross for repatriation.
Out of this, a total of 1,69,140 had already been repatriated.
He said they included Federal Government employees hard-
ship cases and divided families.”
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A fairly large number of these people have already arrived in Pakistan
through different channels.
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~ majority of them have settled in Karachi.
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Prima facie the arguments appear to be strong. Let me ask
the honourable Law Minister about it.

Mr. Aijjaz Ali Khan Jatoi: I want to give my submissions, Sir.
-u')./ lu)’ oA /Jub-’
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which was done by the Caretaker Government.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Point of Order, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui is on a point of order.
Yes please.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: It is not an argument for
the admissibility, Therefore, I would submit that at this stage he
should confine to the admissibility.

Mr. Chairman: Let me get the arguments of the Law
Minister.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Before vou call upon the
Law Minister. . . -

Mr. Chairman: I am not going to call upon anv body ekce‘_o?:
the Law Minister and the mover under the rules. '

(Interruptions)
Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: 1 would like to assist,

Mr. Chairman: No. No. That is my discretion. Under the
rules, only the mover and the Law Minister have the right to speak
and I want to hear the Law Minister and then, if necessary, I will
call upon Mr. Jatoi. Yes Mr Law Minister. Very briefly please.

Sved Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Sir, there seems to be some
confusion,

Mr. Chairman: No Please do not go into the facts, What he
Is saying is that it is a matter of urgent public-impertance. He would
like to discuss it because he feels that it will create some complica-
tions which he has mentioned.

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Sir, that is what I was going
to submit that 2.5 lakh non-Bengalis who are stranded in Bangladesh
there is no move as vet for their nﬁgytﬁéﬁ()‘n: For that fund has te
be raised and hardly till now 5.5% of the total funds, total allocatior
has been arranged. The total allocation which is required is Rs. 5400C
million. S

Today, the repatriation allowed is of 463 person only of
which 199 are the Central Government employees, 228 belong tc
divided families and 36 are of West Pakistan origin. So, for the time
being the repatriation of ‘only 463 persons is taking place. That is
what [ wanted to bring to vour honour’s notice.
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Mr. Chairman: So, any how it has started and the fund has
been created.

Sved Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Only for this.

Mr. Chairman: What I will do is, I think, this is a matter the
honourable Members. would like to discuss. Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui
wants to talk about it.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Sir, I would like to talk. . .

(Interruptions)

I am going to hold it in order.

(Interruption)

Mr. Muh;mmad Mohsin Siddiqui: Before you hold it in
order. . . =

(Interruptions)
Mr. Chairman: Please Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui. I am holding it
in order. We will fix a two hour discussion. You will have full right

to speak in that discussion.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: I would still submit that
tthis will be against the rules. Would you kindly. . ..

(Interruptions)
/ 0 - & <
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(Interruption)
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I am holding that ir order also and we will club the two together -
and we will have a two hour’s discussion on this. :
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Mr. Chairman: I will take it up along with the adjournment -
motion. Now, I have to ask for leave of the House. Do the movers —
namely Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi, Mr. Aljaz Ali Khan Jatoi and Mir
Hazar Khan Bijarani have leave of the House under Rule 77 of the
Rules of Procedure. Is it being opposed ? :

(pause)

Mr. Chairman: It is not being opposed. Consequently we do

- not have to ask people to rise in their seats. So, this is admitted for

discussion. We will fix a date for two hours discussion on this
guestion as soon as we can find time for this, °

Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: It is a great important matter, it
should be discussed today, Sir. ‘ :

Mr. Chairman: I think because there are other things also . . .
: Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: There are riots going on in Sindh

already. Yesterday there was a riot in Sukkur and some people have
been killed there.

S pt :
b TGS o ot e
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Mr. Chairman: We will proceed according to the rules. We
~ will fix a time for discussion on this.
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We will fix a two hour period for discussion on this.
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Mr. Chairman: Jatoi:; Sahib at the first opportunity we will
fix it.

Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: Today, you will adjourn the
session. Then what is the use of it, Sir. TR

Mr. Chairman: We are meeting again in about 12 days time.

Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: Sir, 12th February will be too late.
I still insist that please fix the time today.

Mr. Chairman: We will fix it at the first opportunity, as soon
as we meet.

Mr. Ajjaz Ali Khan Jatoi: I appreciate but I still insist

Mr. Chairman: Jatoi Sahib I appreciate your anxiety
~JC eIl e
sl J/ub /U:AQ/J/ g [ Jrobdsition: ‘
= c:—br (://gqta;gia—u{%é@uzt (;)T
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(Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman: Law Minister Sahib is anybody being re-
patriated in the next 14 days ?

(Interruptions)

Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: No, Sir, they are arriving goday.
The first batch is arriving today.

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: That has been stopped.
Mr. Chairman: That has been stopped.
Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: When has been stopped, Sir ?

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: The first batch was to arrive
today but that has been stopped.

Mr. Chairman: So. we will discuss it at the first opportunity.

Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: It may have been stopped for one
day, Sir, may be for two days but they will keep on coming,

(Interruptions)
- / AR 7
assurance ,{ulg.(ju\s,_au’ L 2::’-__,., St ot Faail e

™ reje eV | e T
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>

{interruptions)
Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: No, Sir, it is an important matter
and I would like to discuss it today.

Mr. Chairman: It is an important matter but we should look
to the rules,

(Interruptions)
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Mr. Chairman: What we will do is that we will probably be

meeting on the 9th February, I think. This is what has been agreed.
Thursday is the 9th February and on that day we can have discussion

on this question.

Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: Point of Order, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Yes please.
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and discuss it today.
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Mr. Chairman: Is that acceptable to the honourable
Members ?
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A I s P R o e

Mr. Chairman: Another suggestion from me. If there are
no insuperable difficulties we can have one day session either

tomorrow or day after and have a discussion on this question. Is
that acceptable ?

: - G—:"U/J’-’.‘fﬂ 8.
assurance (4{‘ / ¢, g:/ - Srequest (e éu:(f{,[}’ L
W2 GUsd  dedision LSS L 2,

About law and order situation, Sindh Provincial Government is
fully cognizant of that

= g,,fgé,ugl(f

1 am confident, I assure the honourable Members who are anxious
about it that the Government is also worried about it and taken
note of the law and order situation. If that situation persists as it
«does I am sure the Government would not take any step which
‘would inflame the situation.

(Interruption)

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: That is an assurance, Sir.

23 ,(;:’L - assurance u/u ._:pué} U:/';"‘-A"
We will take full care. _)/‘:f 2}/
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There was a clash in Sukkur and I believe today they have imposed

curfew there I think. I don’t know the Government is aware of it
or not. :
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We will héve then a session tomorrow. Yes Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui.

Mr. Muhammad M shsin Siddiqui: I am sorry you are giving
the House to a particular class of people, w ith particular point of view
and I am being ignorned. There is a dénial of my right. My point of
order is that firstly this was not admissible because it is not a case
of recent occurrence. This verv House has in 1986 by a unanimous
resolution already decided that all those Pakistanis who .are
stranded in Bangladesh should be repatriated and the Prime Minister
of Pakistan Mr. Junejo declared here that steps are being taken and
as soon as funds are available steps will be completed. Therefore, this
should have not been admitted according to me which I have a right
even to challenge it in a court of law. Secondly, this is not the
privilege of any Member to insist upon the House or the Chairman to
fix a particular date/time for an adjournment motion. Once you have
admitted it, let it be taken in due course. There is no hurry, those
who are talking of roits they are themselves or thier followers are
responsible for it. I know them how they have created an atmosphere
in Sindh that these people are Beharis as they are invading. They are
Pakistanis, they were given a choice by Government of Pakistan and
Bangladesh whether they want to be Pakistanis or they want to be
Bangladeshis and they voted for it and they have suffered for
sseventeen years. We have accepted three million people from
Afghanistan on humanitarian grounds, these Pakistanis cannot be
.stranded. The Constitution of Pakistan ensures that no national of
Pakistan who has opted for the soil of Pakistan can be ignored.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Magsi please take your seat I will give
you a chance to speak. :
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Mr. Chairman: You see there cannot be a point of order
Mr. Magsi while another point of order is being raised.
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Please sit down, I will give you a chance to speak. Everybody
will get a chance to speak.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Under the Constitution
a person who has declared himself a Pakistani no person, nobody, no
authority even this Parliament cannot obstruct. ..... .(Interruption)

Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui: I would submit that no Member
should be allowed to force his opinion. s
(=L y

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Siddiqui point of order relates to the
procedure of the House.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: My point is that is is not
the privilege of any Member or choice of any Member and insist
as a matter of fact once an adjournment motion is admitted it should
be taken in its own order, there is no hurry ... ... (Interruption)
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Mr. Chairman: I have taken note of your point. Mr. Aijaz
‘Ali Khan Jatoi.
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No Member is to speak unless I call upon him to speak. Please sit
down. :
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Mr. Chairman: Right. Please avoid personal attack and please
avoid emotionalism in this House. We are known for our patience
and maturity in this House. For God’s sake we should not lose our
tempers and become emotional. These are important issues.

Mr. Al]aZ Ali Khan Jatoi: He has given such a baseless state-

ment, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Law Minister, please find a solution to
this problem.

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Yes, that is what I was doing,
Sir. Mr. Chairman, vou have admitted the motion and I assure the
honourable Members who are anxious that we would take care of
all the law and order situation, we would not let things happen which
would create any problem for anyone. We respect the sentiments of
the honourable Members. I give this assurance on the floor of this
House that I will immediately get in touch with the Provincial
Government also and convey the sentiments of the honourabie
Member regardless what happens to the motion, I will straightaway
do that. So, they should not be anxious about that and vou in your
wisdom have admitted the motion. Initially as it was decided, the
House will be adjourned for a few days, we have some official
commitments. So, I will not be able to assist this very august and
honourable House in the matter tomorrow or day after. So, I assure
again and again with all the emphasis at my command that we would
take care of all the situation. The honourable Members should not be
anxious. We are grateful that it has been brought to the knowledge of
the Government. We are cognizant of it and we realize the anxiety
the enormity of the situation and it shall be conveyed forthwith.
Thank vou.

Mr. Chairman: My request to the honourable Members
would be that let us not be emotional about issues. We expect that
everybody will express his point of view in the national interest.
There will be difference of opinion, it always happens in the Parlia-
ment. My request is let us not be emotional. The Government will
also like to give a responsible, mature response to your arguments
which means that the Law Minister or whoever is responding to your
motions will have to seek the instructions and give vou some idea of
the policy of the Government in this connection, which would mean
that I am sure, he would like to consult his colleagues, he would like
to consult the Foreign Minister, he would like to consult the other
people. So, therefore, having a discussion today would only mean
having speeches and a proper response from the Government may
not be possible. My request would be that in view of this assurance
by the honourable Law Minister, let us take it up on the first day
that we meet after the recess that we are having at the moment.
In the meantime the honourable Minister has assured us that all
measures will be taken to prevent any untoward happening.
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Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi: Sir, the matter of Sindh Province
is verv important. It is a matter of death and life. So, I would
appreciate if you kindly fix date and time for this.

Mr. Chairman: O.K. we will have it on the 9th.

Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani: Point of order. Sir, the honourable
Minister should give us a categorical assurance that they will not be
repatriated in the meantime.

They will take every measures to ensure
Y
(=l
I don’t expect h—./'éf)f_-tugu:‘i{/:'f ,u:/’.g,,.u
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We are the Upper House. Please sometimes the decision may be taken

which are not according to your liking. Let us follow certain norms.
So, I will be grateful to you. . .
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How can I ask the Government for a stay order on thls. Is there any
power in me or the House for that matter to give a stay order.

(Interruption)
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and the Government also in the meantime will give you their
response on this very important issue that you have raised.
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MOTION UNDER RULE 236 TO SUSPEND RULE 22
Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Point of order. Sii:, I may be
permitted to move a motion. Sir, I beg to move :

“That under Rule 236 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Senate 1988, the requirement of Rule 22
of the said Rules be suspended as regards the moving of
resolution which I intend to move.”

“That House recommends that the Government should take
immediate measures to direct the Registration Authority
to issue identity cards to all eligible voters to enable them to
cast their votes in the by-elections being held on the 28th
of January, 1989 and ensure that all such voters are enable
to cast their votes in the said elections.”

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan has moved :

“That under Rule 236 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct’
of Business in the Senate 1988 the requirement of Rule 22
of the said Rules be suspended as regards moving of the
following resolution : — '

“That House recommends that the Government should take
immediate measures to direct the Registration Authority
to issue identity cards to all eligible voters to enable them to
cast their votes in the by-elections being held on the 28th
of January, 1989 and ensure that all such voters are enable
to cast their votes in the said elections.”

(The motion was adopted)

RESOLUTION RE: NON-ISSUANCE OF IDENTITY CARDS
TO THE ELEGIBLE VOTERS

Mr. Chairman: O.K. I will allow you to move this resolution.
It should be brief because we want to proceed and finish with the
debate.

Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Sir, absolutely within two
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minutes. Sir, I beg to move :

“That this House recommends that the Government should
take immediate measures to direct the Registration Authority
to issue identity cards to all the eligible voters to enable them
to cast their votes in by the by-elections being held on the
28th of January, 1989 and ensure that all such voters are
enable to cast their votes in the said elections.”

Mr. Chairman, Sir, we have received numerous compalints
from the candidates belonging to the Islami Jamhuri Ittehad who
are contesting elections in the Punjab that their voters are being
denied the issuance of identity cards and as such they have been
waiting since the last fortnight. About 15,000 eligible voters have
been denied these identity cards in just one district of the Punjab
i.e., district of Okara and in this connection I believe the District
Session Judge who here comes to be the Returning Officer of that
constituency has also lodged a complaint to the Election Commission
that the Registeration Officer is not cooperating and is dilly dallying
and not issuing the identity cards. So, they have asked me as we have
no other source to place our complaint. So, we are constrained to
place this before this august House that something should be done
and the Government be directed to issue these identity cards. And
similarly Sir, from another constitutency there was a news item in
‘The Nation’ of the 24th of January saying and I quote :

“Mr. Jatoi alleged that 20,000 National Identity Cards issued
by District Registeration Office Muzaffar Ghar recently had
been handed over to PPP candidate Mian Tariqg Gurmani on
the directive of the Federal Government so that he might
use them for election purposes. He appealed to the Chief
Election Commissioner and the Returning Officer of National
Assembly (138) to intervene and ensure the distribution of
Identity Cards to the concerned persons under supervision
of a Magistrate.”

So, Sir, I feel in order to ensure that the elections are fair and
free a directive should be issued immediately. Thank you Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed ?

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: We certainly will, though the
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[Sved Iftikhar Hussain Gilani]
Government has no knowledge of who is going to vote for whom but
we will instruct if there is any problem anywhere.

Mr. Chairman: No, particularly as he has mentioned about
the Session Judge who has made a complaint to the Election
Commission. ..

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: The concerned offices would
be issued instructions immediately that they should issue identity

cards to all those who are entitled, that we will do Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Qazi Hussain Ahmed Sahib, do you want
to sav something ?
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Honourable Members can ask the Chief Election Commis-
sioner. The Government does not have anything to do with the post-
ponement of polling.

Mr. Chairman: So, it is not being opposed.
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 Mr. Chairman: Do I have to put this resolution to vote
because it is not being opposed ? But I will put it to vote in any case.
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You please ensure that the officer concerned acts in accordance
with the law. So, I will put this resolution to vote:

“That this House recommends that the Government should
take immediate measures and direct the Legislation
Authority to issue National Identity Cards to all eligible
voters to enable them to cast their votes in the by-elections
being held on 28th January, 1989 and ensure that all such
voters are enabled to cast their votes in the said elections”.

(The resolution was adopted unanimously)
; Mr. Chairman: The resolution is adopted. I further direct
that a copy of this resolution should be sent to the Chief Election

Commissioner for compliance.

We move to the next item on the Agenda that is discussion,
on the political situation. Who is the next on the list ?
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Honourable Minister for Justice on
a point of order.
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Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Sir, the honourable Member
earlier also used this derogatory word, we know in our parlance
which is used in this country. The “Chokhri” word is against the
etiquettes of this country. I would request the honourable Member
to withdraw this word which has been uttered about a person who is
the Prime Minister of the country and who is not present in the
House. I would very respectfully request that these derogatory
remarks should not be used.

Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi: Sir, I support this. This word should
be removed from the proceedings, Sir.

oS BRE 2 e

Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Mr. Chairman Sir., I did not want
to interfere when my elder Qazi Sahib was speaking. I also felt that
the word ““‘Chokhri” was not the proper word that he should have
used. I have great regards for my elder Qazi Sahib and I would
request him that he should change that word from ““Chokrhi’ to”

Thank you, Sir. -OQQJB{J/:.L'QJL&L?./J%/U”
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Sahabzada Yaqub Khan.

I,
Sahabzada Yaqub Khan: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir,e
you are very kind to give me time. I shall try to be as brief as possiblee
particularly in view of your perfectly justified reference to thep
repetitions that have taken place. I shall merely be refering to certain ¢
foreign policy points that have repeatedly been raised during theg
course of the discussion on the political situation. Although thesep
points were covered by and large during the statement that I made.
They have also been covered in one or two adjournment motions in;t
the last few days. Nevertheless, doubts seem to persist and the points ¢
have been again referred to. The question of on Kashmir has beeny
repeated ad nauseam. I have already said in my statement that thereq
can be no question of giving up our stand on the Kashmir Issue. 1¢
have assured the House that during the recent talks here in Islamabad
we left no doubt on this issue as far as the Prime Minister of India,
was concerned and as far as his delegation was concerned that thisg
issue is unsettled, undecided and remains outstanding. Similarly theg
Prime Minister clearly set-forth this position to the India side. Our,
position on Jammu and Kashmir is unwavering and unaltered and_
therefore, the public pronoucements at the highest level by the Prime,
Minister herself have reassured again and again that we would never,
compromise on principles in quest for better relations with India.,
After these categorical assurances, I feel that these accusations and;
allegations are unjustified and that the argument is not strengthened .
by repetition. The point was made during the discussion this morning_
* regarding taking up the Kashmir Issue in the United Nations.
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Let me inform the honourable Senator for whom I have
_special respect and also affection that this question of whether or
not to take up the Kashmir Issue in the Security Council is one in
which we should first of all reflect upon — is it an end in itself or
is it a means to an end ? What is the aim we want to achieve ? In
1948, we got a verv strong resolution on Kashmir and in betweer
we have tried to re-open this question and to take it up in the
Security Council but we have not succeeded. It has either been
vetoed, or our resolutions that were much weaker or watered down
might have emerged and we would indeed be in a very sad positio:
and as one of the Members said that “ &~/ Ko CEt YOSy »

If we took up this question in the Security Council and if it was
vetoed or if we got a resolution that was measurably weaker than the
one that.we already have, would we have gone closer to the solution
of the Kashmir problem ? Would we have driven ourselves further
away from it 7 And this recourse, of course, is always open but it
has to be approached with circumspection with judiciousness, with
a total study of thc total position and to ask ourselves — does it
get us closer to cur - ain aim or does it drive us further away from
it ? These are the considerations wkich should be taken into account
when recommendations of this kind are made and all these factors
would need to be reconsidered. :

The point was raised that we have claimed that in Siachey,
violation of the Simla Agreemert has taken place, therefore, the
Simla Agreement does not exist 7 ° I should negate or abrogate that
agreement, We hold India to thi agreement by saying that you have
violated it, we use it as a leverag: of this very agreement as a strong
argument. In our negotiations on this question and by saying that as
the Simla Agreement does not exist, we do not improve our position.
In many ways, we have weaker 't because as I said by holding on to
that agreement we hold Indiz - it and use it as a strong argument in
our negotiations anc¢ ou: aim is to seek-a peaceful solution and a just
settlement of the Siachen issue and this is an effort so that we shall
continue. A referer ce was made to the certain reports appearing in
the “Times of India”, 1 don’t think that I will need waste the time of
the House or your time, Mr. Chairman, unfounded speculative
reports on ne=32pers regarding conversation between Heads of
State should not 27 us to decide whether or not a certain conversa-
tioh took place and should not lead us to jump to conclusion regard-
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ing speculative reporting in Indian newspapers about the substance of
the conversations between our two Prime Ministers.

The next point that I would like to touch on because it was
raised during the course of discussion, relates to Cultural Agreements.
Dobuts and apprehensions were expressed regarding the cultural
invasion that might take place as a result of this agreement. I would
like to assure the House that in no way the projection of the
ideologv of Pakistan would be diluted nor should it be seen as posing
a threat of cultural invasion. I say this because i leel that we snouid
have faith and belief in the strength, in the vitality, in the vigour in.
the resilience of our ideology and of our culture. It is a cultural
heritage of which we are proud. It has taken us forty vears to take
roots and we should not be so self-doubting and so insecure as to
think that it would crumble in contact with other culttires or if we
throw open our windows to the views and cultural projections of
other countires. Islamic culture has flourished in the most hospitable
_ environments in the teeth of difficulties, in situation where we were
in a minority and our ancestors came with the Quran in one hand to
preach and sword in the other to protect it. What were the environ-
ments that then prevailed and if it could take root, if it could
become strong and vibrant and it could be on the offensive, surely
we have not suddenly become a fiat decayed or decadent and our
ideology should be so fragile, so brithle that it should crumble as
I said by cultural contacts with others. I think, we do a great dis-
service, Mr. Chairman, to our ideology when we paint in this rather
negative light. I do not believe that our cultural values are so fragile.
I believe that they are strong: I believe that they are vibrant and I
believe that they are invulnerable to the kind of encroachments
~ regarding which some of the honourable Members. have entertained
apprehensions, mis-givings, fears and doubts.

Regarding the change in text books, this subject has already
been discussed, I think, it was vesterday, with the Leader of the
House when he replied or discussed the admissibility of this adjourn-
ment motion, I shall not go into details and I will merely say that
the agreement does not only asks that the text books and so on as
far as possible do not contain mis-representation of facts. I do not
believe that it would be right and this is unexceptionable. Would it
be right to say, no. Text books shovid contain mis-representations,
I do not think, this could be our view. Furthermore, the emphasis

'is on mis-representation not on representation of facts, in no way,
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does it prevent or impede us to project our ideology, or it is not an
abridgement of our right to put forward our point of view and we
have not abdicated or given up or renounced in any way that right
to porject the two-nation theory, our Islamic teachings, our ideology,
the whole set of values and pattern of values for which we stand and
which forms the focus and centre of our ideological philosphy.
Furthermore, a technical point is that these programmes would have
to be mutually agreed upon in an agreed protocol before they are
implemented. Therefore, some of these doubts and anxieties are
unfounded and need not cause the apprehnsions that they seem
to have excited.

As regards SAARC and whether or not it has produced
spectacular results, I would merely say that we should study the
growth of similar organizations — there growth and evolution, the
rhythm at which they developed and compare it to SAARC. AGEAN
is twenty years old and has only just recently come of age and has
been able to mature and project its personality. In Europe the
Eureopean Community has been going now for 40 years and in
countries with a homogenity of culture and a degree of sophistica-
tion that obtained, it took a long time before national interests of
each country could be harmonized; and this desire to harmonize
national interests imposes certain restraints on rapid progress. In
fact, I think, compared to these organizations we can justifiably
claim that there is every reason to be satisfied with the speed and
progress with which SAARC has grown and the manner in which
it has projected itself as a mature organization. Furthermore, I am
not too sure that rapid progress in itself is a virtue as it might lead
to a fragility of the basis — I mean you do not wish to build on sand,
you want to make sure that you consolidate every step that you take
in the forward direction and it is only in this way that an edifice that
1s firm and strong can be built up and not by a quick fix or expecting
or striving for spectacular, startling, headline catching results which
may mean basic weakness and fragility. The organizations, such as
these, are plants of slow growth. Rapid growth or over extension can
produce results exactly the opposite of those which these organiza-
tions are designed to achieve. Despite this, commendable progress
has been made which has been acknowledged far and wide. I will not
g0 to enumerate all the points. I would merely mention that under
SAARC 2000 Programme; let me say it here that the idea of SAARC
2000 which aims and focusses on human resources and on basic
needs, this idea was put forward by a member of the Senate who is,
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I hope present here this morning, unless he has deserted us, I mean
Dr. Mahbubul Hagq, the credit for this visionary idea must really go
to him. It is farsighted, it is facund and it has great possibilities for
the future. Who could deny that in development, human resource
or the human being is the central agent — the main instrument of
progress and the richest resource — infinitely richer than gold or oil
or copper or the many other advantages that countries enjoy. There-
fore, to concentrate on human resource is to concentrate on the key
of development in a long range perspective. Surely, countries like
those of SAARC which have a commonality, a shared experience
after the colonial era must focus on and must bring to central stage
human resources and basic needs.

Education was an area that was introduced among the
subjects for cooperation and who can dispute the centrality and the
transcendental importance of this subject to the extent that it
transforms the human being and liberate: his potentialities to the
fullest extent. Then come the programmes lauched for combating
drug abuse — a scourge that is beginning to eat into our entrails,
quite apart from its moral opprobrium and the evils that the very
word ‘drug’ brings with it. Efforts to combat environmental degrada-
tion is another subject which is of great interest to all the countries
concerned particularly the ones that are members of SAARC. The
visitation of floods, the devastations that result — our memories are
still fresh regarding the sufferings that we ourselves have gone
through, not to speak of the sufferings of our brethern in Bangladesh
an other SAARC country. These are focal issues and these indeed
are significant gains which cannot be set aside or ignored.

A point was made, Mr. Chairman, that small countries were
ignored or did not play their full part in SAARC. It is an unjustified
allegation that this has happened. Each country is sovereign and was
able to play a soverign role, all were equal participants and above all
decision in the SAARC forum, according to the charter is on the
basis of unanimity. So, no country big or small can be ignored. All
countries contributed fully during the SAARC Summit towards the
adoption of the Islamabad Declaration which is a Declaration of
great moment and of great significance.

As regards bilateral meetings with India, obviously they
attracted wide publicity. Why did they attract wide publicity?
Because it is with India that we have major problems. It is India
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which in a way influences our foreign policy and lies at its heart.
Is it not right and proper? Is it not natural that on a visit that took
piace for the first time of a Prime Minister of India to our country
when we have so many probiems to discuss — probiems that have
been enumerated by the honourabie Members and problems that
inflame our environment which we wish to see return to a position
where it is free from tension, that we should have discussed those
matters ? So. it was right and proper. Would it not have been very
incongruous if this visit of the Indian Prime Minister representing a
country with which we have such grave and serious probiems which
we are trving to solve, this opportunity should not have been used
to try to see if we can move forward towards reducing tension and
arriving at tension free relations at a time when the security environ-
ment in Pakistan makes us so vulnerable at more fronts than one.

Further more, it drew publicity because several concrete and
important steps were taken and dialogue was started without
compromise of principles. These talks have been acclaimed not only
by friends of ours abroad but they have been acclaimed and looked
upon with approbation all over the world even if they move us a
little bit, only to a modest extent closer to understanding. I am sure
that the opposite is not true — that we do not want a confrontation
with India, that it is not in our national interest or indeed our
security interests that we should have an inflamed border. The
memories of the concentrations that took place, the brasstack
exercises and how it created within the country a stir and a degree
of sense of insecurity, almost of grave apprehensions are not far
away. Memories should not be so short. We should try to move
forward to see without compromising our position on any of the
issues to some of which I have made a mention here and on which
the honourable Senators have dwelt that those issues we need to
tackle. We need to tackle them through peaceful means and to ensure
that in so doing we do not in any way compromise or accept erosion
of our sovereignty or its abridgement in any way.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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[ Qazi Hussain Ahmed]

L};«,a__ww g‘"/u’éf /QL»Q)A.,‘}}?L;;I‘/J; ”

UJ\)ub-? 4 :f/ Ul/ /:() ,4‘/& S A alien cultures Sl
=62 J¢ ;/;50 d{f )—*:w > b7 2 Dl S _v)’J ru-/l,g
U V85 0L PG SN L FEs s s s S U 2
2ertW 3L G E e Wil gl M
Lo ot Lot e 5 G Hi g

| !u*"c_-‘fflélé )/Lflu’ug-"b : Il (,r:uu
v e ._.wf/(f'/!.u"’u?u//é—u’l. L

J/JW'LJ"V/QJL»WU" s ol oy
1»\,%.9379’,;_;7(,5;%0" 4,//’:/5m,1-4>uu

4‘——/(»’! u"/’d'w:
bl /d—uw’f ‘IU/E/IJLVJ/J e ._A»«u/v*u“’u
' f;p,gwyfa‘.t,@z,vgtufwL;g;z—uxr:-ug;;’xiuz.,{)

Fs sl feutois pfle $E o ptblidnen oty
' ;,u;lu‘d,bu/ Jrf/ U*J“'J"(’Z‘(-“’Z‘/"‘w <
uw‘fdi-’:—ub /»J——"Jci‘{/gﬂu*z’/»wr’
Lfé—wu’wo u/z&mwz/bwu T st o (S s
= (U= /;/?/_:yu.u;l‘,»b"_,{fuw- (I S
,b//q,v‘ba?(u”u*c—‘culﬁwcduljjl-/-—ub“uc_ui’“’é/é—U-
| bbb st AT e g
- L@UJJ /“:fb/JWA’lw’u‘b/) /o;/.aﬂum/»



766 5 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [25th Jan., 1989

'IAJ’)Q;’L/WJM?U"O é/szécéﬂd'if/b/uuwfa -
’*-’/}’L“’cé’_—O)u’l—b/-/:"d/r»wb.l;u/z, s
A.Uu/_uz/&ﬁ_/bﬂf.»z—‘_,c—)uz_/////uv;f@‘(h
.wm&ﬁﬂv—guw.«;uwﬂw [ L—L”ﬁubu,uw
//uﬁ/f/m_,u,./ )Vr’&/)gJJ/’J(‘a,L,JI/d)L_M/
Z/d/,ﬂb/c., ;_J)Lb/—‘/"éi ._..o;,f JEEeAEY ”JU;/{‘
4‘1);;‘.’-’/;/9

o T iy - o FC 2 B it 2GS

| /J"J’w,}ftbbwwww/zw QU/"")JL"’,«/
: w’:»f—,;b*f‘an‘]fo/«ﬁv‘ﬁu»&/w,tngg//
-uuyjt/ﬂa W rizls s .b/é/ ML g s <]

$ L AT\ ST 2GS

e Mot g e

TS e LA 2GSk

—é/u»z_,)(f le.—»ﬂ.z}‘b/ L;Lk/u%,c“_

&..JIJI)J 4""0"0"" ZJI;’I/;‘__/‘/_A;.,W r‘-’g"b

C‘LSJJKJ"’" 'K’Lj)o; a2 é:fuL?

- S P o

| ‘{%Uf%’w) sl :f/";?,u -—/?wcf’c'q,";"=cﬁ/?=’:“-,%~fﬁ?

U Lok L >/z:« ‘g,) ,'.:Laf".é/ﬁfg%&'i Vst sl
' s zﬁ Jré—s




CALL ATTENTION NOTICE RE: MUSIC 89, PROGRAMME 767
TELECAST ON 23-1-89
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Now, the House is adjourned to meet again on Sth February
1989 at 5.45 in the vening.

[The House adjourned to meet again at five forty five of the clock
in the evening on Thursday the February 9, 1989].

PCPPK—Litho/2665(88-89) Senate—6-6-1991—300.







