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Mr. Chairman: A§if Sahib would you please core and sign
the roll of members of the Senate.

(Mr. Asif Fasihuddin Vardag signed the roll of members of the
Senate) :

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Vardag I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate you and wish you a very successful career as a
member of the Senate.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Mr. Chairman: Now Question Hour. Prof. Khurshid Ahmed
Question No. 1.
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TRANSFER OF Houses on OwNERsHIP Basis

1. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: Will the Minister for Defence
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that government owned houses
located in Risalpur and Wah Cantts have been sold on ownership
basis; if so, their number and the date of sale of each house, together
with the reasons for such sales; and

(b) the names of other Cantts. in the country where govern-
ment owned houses have been sold on ownership basis?

Col. (Retd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: (a) No.

(b) None.
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Col. (Retd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: Sir, I am grateful to
the learned Senator for pointing out this thing to me. This is a fact
which the learned Senator has narrated. There is a mvth that there is
a subtle difference between the term ‘lease’ and the ‘ownership’. It is
a fact that on 2nd of July, 1980 a certain number of quarters and
certain number of shops were leased out to the tenants who were in
occupation of those for the last many many vears. So, all that I wish
to say on behalf of the Government is that there is a subtle dif-
ference and a legal difference between the term ‘lease’ and ‘owner-

ship’. By leasing out a particular peace of property the Government
is not transferring rights of ownership to the lessee.

Thank you, Sir.
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Col. (Retd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: Sir, if the House will -
bear with me I will read out the answer to this question.

Mr. Chairman: Yes please.

Col. (Retd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: This is what the
Government states:

“No Government owned houses were sold on ownership basis
to any individual in any cantonment board. In 1980, 314
quarters owned by the cantonment board in Risalpur were
leased to those who were living in these quarters since decades
as tenants. When the sites are given to occupants on lease
the land remains the prperty of Federal Government. These

- quarters were constructed half a century ago and people were
living in these quarters at rents varying from Rs. 5/- to
Rs. 25/-. Due to the opposition from the tenants to any
increase in their rental the Board was unable to carry out
their repairs or renovation work. Almost all the quarters were
in dangerous and dilapidated condition and in urgent need of
major repairs. To undertake the repair work at least Rs. 8
lakhs were required which the Cantonment Board could not
afford. Many complaints were received and the Board found
itself faced with a difficult predicament. This created unrest
among the tenants, embarrassed ‘the Board and gave the
people an excuse for questioning the efficiency and the
working of the Board. Accordingly, vide Government of
Pakistan Ministry of Defence letter dated 2nd July 1980, an
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extract of which has been attached here; leases were offered
to the occupants on payment of ground rent as per prevalent
standard table of rent and premium at the rate of Rs. 750/-
per marla for the quarters along with cost of super structure
as determined by the Board plus development charges at the
rate of Rs. 10/- per square vard for each quarter. Cost of
super structures for quarters of four marlas and above were
fixed at Rs. 15/- per sq. ft., and Rs. 10/-per sq.ft. for quarters
below four marlas.

Similarly, Sir, 71 shops were .leased o1, to existing
occupants in the same cantonment in schedule 8 of the
Cantonment Land Administration Rules 1937 by private
treaty and payment of annual rental of Rs. 546.24 and a
premium of Rs. 5462.40 plus the cost of super structure at
Rs. 10625 for each shop for purposes of commercial one
category vide Government of Pakistan letter number so and
SO.

This is in reply to part (1) of the question. All that I
wish to say here, Sir, is that leases are categorized as freeholc
and the other one which is not freehold. In frechold the lanc
though mythically it remains the property of the Govern
ment but the occupant or the lessee is almost owner of the
land. Land which is not leased out to the tenant or the lessee
by the State as a freehold is never transferred to the lessee. It
remains till perpetuity the property of the Government and
the Government is at liberty to reclaim or recover that land
as the rightful owner of that piece land. That is what I
wish to say viz-a-viz part (1) of the question.
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Col. (Retd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: Sir, this policy measure
was confined only to the isolated case of Risalpur Cantonment. I am
not aware and I say it categorically that there is no other case or
example of any such transaction pertaining to anv other cantonment
in Pakistan. If the learned Senator wishes I can read out the answer
to part (b) of the question also.

Mr. Chairman: Would you like it Prof. Sahib to be read out?
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: How lengthy is that.

Col. (Retd) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: That is quite small.
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: O.K. please go ahead.

Col. (Retd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema: In compliance with
the President’s directive MES House No. 2/E, Fort Road, Rawalpindi,
built on a piece of land measuring 1498 sq. vards was also leased out
to a widow of an army officer vide schedule of the Cantonment Land
Administration Rule 1937 on pavment of annual rental of Rs.
149.80 and a premium of Rs. 7490, - plus the cost of super structure
at Rs. 97,473/ vide Government of Pakistan, Ministrv of Defence
letter dated 1st August 1985. In accordance with the President’s
directive the expenditure on account of the cost of superstructure
namely Rs. 97,473/- and the premium at Rs. 7.490.00 was borne by
the Government. This again is an isolated case and this was done on
the directive of the President on humanitarian grounds in keeping
with the policy of the government. Thank vou, Sir.

PenpIinG CAseEs REGARDING EXTENSION IN SERVICE

2. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: Will the Minister Incharge of
the Establishment Division be pieased to state:

(a) the total number of cases of the government emplovees
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above grade-16 lying pending with Establishment Division for exten-
sion in their services;

(b} the dates from which these cases are lying pending,
indicating also names and their period of extension proposed in each

case; and

(c) the names of the departments they belonged and the
reasons for recommending their extension ?

Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: (a) Eighteen cases of
re-employment are under process. Details at Annexure-I.

(b} As at Annexure-I.

(c) Asat Annexure-I.
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within the cadre or outside the cadre.

Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: May I state here that as far
as re-emplovment is concerned I would refer the learned Senator to
the Section 14 of the Civil Servants Act 1973 that is the law which
provides the power to re-employee a person once he has reached the
age of superannuation and the sole criteria there is whether that
would be in public interest. Now, most of the cases which have been
mentioned here were initiated much earlier than the present govern-
ment took over, the reasons have been given in column 7 of the
answer and going through this column 7 it appears that the authority
which recommended that these gentlemen or these officers should be
given an extension they have been guided by Section 14 of the Civil
Servants Act 1973 and under the heading public interest we consider
four particular elements that is the non-availability of a substitute
and what steps have been taken to provide for a substitute. Now I
would not like to dwell whether these recommendations were proper
or not but I could only say at this stage that these were done under
Section 14 of the Civil Servants Act.
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Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed «Qadir: Would the Minister like to
state that these people who are not going to be employed would they
also found suitable job because they are committed to find jobs for
everybody? ' ;

Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: I don’t think that this
question arises as a supplementary from this question which has been
asked, if there is a question of finding jobs and the learned Senator
wishes to help us in finding jobs for people we are here, we welcome
his cooperation, we will certainly cooperate with him. :

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Question No. 8 Prof. Khurshid
Ahmad. : i :

RELEASE oF CriMINALS

3. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: Will the Minister for Interior
be pleased to state:

(a) a complete list of all the persons who have béen releaséd
under the new policy of the Prime Minister stating the following:

(i) names, address and profession of the person con- .
cerned;
(i1} alleged crime for which he was sentenced;
(iii) the court, military or civil, which awarded the punish-
ment; .
(iv) punishment alongwith the date on which the said
punishment was awarded; and

(b) whether the government has ensured that while freeing
an innocent and reducing the sentences of deserving persons the
policy has not led to the release of hard crimingls convicted of
heinous crimes against individual and society? '

~ Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Mr. Chairman, the requisite information is
being collected because this has to be collected from the Provincial
governments and from the various jails and will be produced befofe
the House as soon as replies are received and have been compiled.

, Mr. Chairman: Can you give us some time-frame because I
think this is an important question and the information’being asked
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[Mr. Chairman]
for is also important. Can you indicate some time frame within
which you can provide this information?

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Mr. Chairman, we have sought this
information on a most urgent basis but as I said there are provincial
administrations. They are collecting it from the different jails all over
the country. So, I think that if we have two weeks.

Mr. Chairman: Two weeks. Prof. Khurshid Sahib.
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Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: We hope to provide that within two
weeks, Sir.

Mr. Chairman. Supplementary guestion, Mr. Alam Al
Laleka.
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Mr. Chairman: Question No. 4, Mr. Sartaj Aziz.

BroapcasT/TELECAST TIME ALLOCATED FOR AGRICULTURAL
ProGrAMMES ’

e

r:légé *Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Will the Minister for Information and

nb be pleased to state:

a) the approximate time the Pakistan Television Corpora-
B and the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation devoted to agricul-
~.#4zal and rural programmes in 1987-88, in proportior to the total

fhme devoted to all other programmes; and

(b) whether the coverage given to the said programmes is
adequate both in quality and quantity in view of 70 per cent popula-
tion living in rural areas?

Mr. Javed Jabbar (read by Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem):
(a) In all 109 programmes were televised during 1987-88 on the
subject of agriculture. The total duration of these programmes was
about 18 hours.
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Four TV centres i.e. Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar and Quetta
telecast daily one 25-minute programme each in respective regional
languages for the rural population. As such, PTV televised 607 hours

of programme for the rural population from five TV Centres during
the year 1987-88.

The Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation devoted 9800 hours
to agricultural and rural programmes during the year 1987-88 out of
a total of 98550 hours of its broadcast.

(b) PTV/PBC telecasts/broadcasts specialised type of
programmes for agriculturists etc. in the rural areas. The rural popu-
lation is also benefited from the other programmes televised/broad-
cast by PTV/Radio networks in the country and agricultural and
rural programmes are considered to be adequate both in quantity and
quality.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: In the case of Pakistan Brodcasting Corpora-
tion Mr. Chairman, the hours devoted 9800 are shown as a propor-
tion of 98,000 that is about 10%. The same information is not given
about television programmes as to these 18 hours of agricultural
programme and 607 of general programme which may benefit rural
areas, what proportion does it constitute of the total TV programme?

Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem: Sir, if he asks a separate
question on the proportionate and percentage, I will check up and
give the information. It does not arise from this question.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Would you like to read part (a) of the
answer please. The approximate time the Pakistan Television Corpo-
ration and the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation devoted to agricul-
tural and rural programmes in proportion to the total time devoted
to other programmes. This is exactly the question.

e~ direct jl/ﬁ .:.’LaJ b ‘.{‘éf —l2

Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem: I will Sir, try to find out the
actual proportion and then submit it.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Well, I have worked out very roughly that if
we take only the national programmes daily programmes are 8 hours,
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{Mr. Sartaj Aziz]

240 hours in a month and 2880 hours in a vear. Then only 2% of the
time is devoted to agriculture. Similarly if you take the four regional
programmes and the number of hours come to about 10,000. Even if
the indirect 607 hours devoted to agricultural programmes are taken
it is less than 6%. So, the second part of the question whether the
coverage given is adequate both in quality and quantity in view of
fact that 70% population is living in rural areas, the answer is obvious:
it is not adequate.

ZOMPI2IF -
- = o s P 15
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Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: The House needs apology for
incomplete answer.

(Interruption)

Mr. Chairman: Question No. 5, Mr. Muhammad Ishaq
Baluch.

T.V. BoosTER AT GWADAR
5. *Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Baluch: Will the Minister for
Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state whether the

Government has any plan to instal T.V. booster at Gwadar in the
current fiscal year; if so, when?

Mr. Javed Jabbar: The establishment of a TV Booster at
Gwadar is not included in the current financial vear i.e. ADP 1988.
89. However if the Microwave Network or the Satellite transmission
matures during the Seventh Plan — for which proposals are under

consideration — it will be possible to extend TV signals to coastal
areas of Mekran Division.
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Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: I share his anxiety.
Mr. Chairman: No. No. Please just answer the question.
y /] o
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I assure the honourable Senator that I share his anxiety and I fully
sympathize with it and, in due course, Insha Allah Talah, we will try
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[ Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem ] :
and have this network extended to the entire Baluchistan which is
very much part of Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Supplementary Question by Mr.
Hussain Bukhsh Bungalzai.
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I can assure him that we will try our level best because, in due
course, we have to do it.

Mr. Chairman: Well. Last question, Dr. Mahbubul Haq.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Mr. Chairman, the honourable Minister
is very generous in promising that T.V. coverage will be extended all
over Pakistan and every other facility that comes up for discussion
that they will remedy the ills of the past. Can I ask him seriously?
Have they estimated as to what is the resource cost of these pro-
grammes and have they got any plans? How they are going to raise
these resources?

Mr. Chairman: Addressing (Khawaja Ahmad Tanq Raheem)
Have you this information?

Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: I don’t have the informa-
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tion. I think, I didn’t expect this question from the former Finance
Minister.

Mr. Chairman: One last question Mr. Sohrab Khan Khosu
- because he belongs to Baluchistan.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Just a response, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: I think, the proper answer is — that he does
not have the...

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: This is a very serious forum i.e. the
Senate and I would only request the Minister that he has to be a little
more serious in his answers..

Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: I will be very serious but I
do expect that the question, the level of question which is asked
should also be according to the forum of the Senate.

Mr. Chairman: No. No. Khawaja Sahib, I must say that the
question pertains to certain information which could be obtained. If
you have it, you can say that I will provide it. If it is not possible,
you can find it.

Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: It is not available with me.

Mr. Chairman: O.K. Fine.

Last question by Mr. Sohrab Khan Khosu because he belongs
to Baluchistan and I am sure, he has a relevant question.
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PROMISED REPLIES

ESTABLISHMENT OF NCB AT
VILLAGE BAGHPUR DHERI

ASSURANCE GIVEN BY THE FINANCE MINISTER WHILE
ANSWERING STARRED SENATE QUESTION NO. 15 ASKED BY
MR. AKHUNZADA BEHRAWAR SAEED, SENATOR REGARD-.
ING ESTABLISHMENT OF A NCB BRANCH AT VILLAGE.
BAGHPUR DHERI (BHIRRAH) HAZARA.

ANSWER

The matter has been re-examined by the Pakistan Banking
Council in the light of the Assurance. As a result of a survey report
prepared by the nationalized commercial banks, it has been
concluded that opening of a branch at village Baghpur Dheri
Khanpur is not economically viable for the present. If in the future it
becomes feasible to open a branch, the Banking Council will do the
needful.

SECRETARIAT ALLOWANCE

ASSURANCES GIVEN BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER
FOR FINANCE AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, DR. MAHBUBUL
HAQ, IN REPLY TO SUPPLEMENTARIES TO STARRED QUES.

ON 15-9-1988.

ASSURANCES

During the debate held in the Senate on 15th September,

1988 on Question No. 18, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed in supplementary
‘questions raised the following points: — ‘

(i) The Government should consider grant of 20 per cent
allowance to A.G.P.R. as is being given to C.B.R.

(i) While the house rent is deducted at the rate of 5 per
cent from the recurring salary of the Goverhim nt
servant, house allowance is being on the%}: of basic
salary. Thus two standards are being applied whereas
it should be on one and the same basis,

(iii) The house rent which is a specific expenditure and is
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given to Government servant for a specific purpose
- should not be subjected to tax.

2, In response to the above, Dr. Mahbubul Haq, Minister for
Finance assured the House that he would be glad to review any
anomaly in the situation as also the issue raised about the AGPR. In
regard to item (iii), he observed that in his opinion house rent should
probably be tax free but he would be pleased to reconsider this
matter.

3. As for item (i) above, the position is the question for exten-
sion of the concession of Secretariat Allowance to Government
employees other than Federal Secretariat emplovees, has been
reconsidered at the level of Finance Minister, but it could not be
found possible to extend the said concession to the employees
working in organisations other than Federal Secretariat.

4. As regards item (ii) above, it may be added that the question
for grant of house rent allowance on the running pay of Government
employees, was considered in detail but it could not be found
possible to allow because it involved exhorbitant additional expendi-
ture which the Government could not afford.

5. As for item (iii) above, the position is that the house rent
allowance being allowed at 45% of the minimum of their pay to
Government employees, is already exempt from income vide rule 4
of the Income Tax Rules, 1982.

GRANT OF SECRETARIAT ALLOWANCE TO THE
EMPLOYEES WORKING IN THE FEDERAL
SECRETARIAT

The President has been pleased to decide that Secretariat
Allowance @ 20% of basic pay to all Federal Government Employees
in the Federal Secretariat, President’s Secretariat, Prime Minister’s
Secretariat, National Assembly Secretariat and Senate Secretariat,
shall be granted with effect from 1st July, 1988.

2. All the Deputy Secretaries and equivalent working in the
Federal Secretariat, who are already receiving Special Allowance of
Rs. 300/- per month or @ 20% of the pay frozen vide para 12 of this.
Division O.M. No. F. 1/7/Imp.I1/87, dated the 1st July, 1987 would
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henceforth receive Secretariat Allowance as indicated in para 1 above
in lieu of the Special Allowance which will cease forthwith.

3. The Officers deputed from other Services/Departments (who
do not belong to the Secretariat Group) to work in the Secretariat
and who are already getting special pay or allowance, will be allowed
to exercise their option to draw Secretariat Allowance at 20% of
their basic pay or to continue to draw their existing special pay/
allowance, if any.

4, All other Officers/officials working in the Federal Secretariat
who are already in receipt of special pay/allowance (except the
categories of Private Secretaries/Personal Assistants to Ministers/
Minister for State, Secretaries, Additional Secretaries and Joint
Secretaries) will also be allowed to exercise their option to draw
Secretariat Allowance mentioned above or to continue drawing their
existing special pays.

5.: Secretariat allowance will also be admissible to all the em-
ployees of the Central Board of Revenue. Provisions of para 2 above
will Mutatis Mutandis apply to the officers of C.B.R. wherever
applicable.

6. Employees belonging to other Departments but actually
work within the Federal Secretariat, will be eligible for the Secretariat
Allowange as long as such employees continue to be posted for
performing duties in the Secretariat buildings or offices. For such
employees the criteria for eligibility will be actual performance of
duties within the Federal Secretariat.

RECOVERY OF RENT OF THE GOVERNMENT
ACCOMMODATION PROVIDED TO GOVERNMENT
SERVANTS

The undersigned is directed to say that a question has arisen
whether for the purpose of recovery of house rent pension may also
be included in the term “emoluments” drawn by a re-employed
Government servant.

2. In this connection, attention is invited to Rule 25(i) of

¢
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P.AR, 1971, notified by the Works Division, which provides that the
rent of accommodation allotted to a Federal Government servants is
payable @ 5% of his emoluments, as defined in rule 2(vi) (b) of the
said Rules. Under Rule 2(vi) (b) of Pakistan Allocation Rules, 197 4
the term ‘“‘emoluments” for the purpose of recovery of rent includes
pay, special pay, technical pay, deputation pay, non-practising
allowance, expatriation allowance, ad-hoc relief, special compensa-
ory allowance, pension, &s defined under FR 45(C) and other
-'ﬁy/allowance which Government may decide for counting towards
realisation of rent. '

3. Under FR 45(C) the term ‘emoluments’ includes: —

(i) - Pay: :

(i) Payment from general revenues and fees if such
payments or fees are received in the shape of a fixed
addition to monthly pay and allowance as part of the
authorised remuneration of post;

(i) Compensatory allowances, other than travelling
allowance and uniform allowance paid to nurses in
hospitals, whether drawn from general revenues or
from a local fund;

(iv) Exchange Compensation Allowance;

(v) Pension, other than a pension drawn under the
provisions of Chapter XXXVIII of Civil Service
Regulations, or compensation received under the
Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923, as subsequently
amended.

4. Audit instruction below FR 45(c) clarifies that the word
pension occuring in FR 45(c) (v) means the full sanctioned pension
prior to commutation.

5. In view of the above, it is clarified that for the purpose of
recovery of house rent; pension is to be included in the term “emo.
luments” drawn by a re-employed federal government servant.
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RECOVERY OF RENT OF THE GOVERNMENT
ACCOMMODATION PROVIDED TO
GOVERNMENTS SERVANTS

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Division’s O.M.
No. F.8(63)R.14/83-143, dated 25-2-1984, on the subject noted
above, and to say that under Rule 25(i) of Pakistan Allocation Rules,
1971, the rent of accommodation allotted to a Central Government
Servant is pavable @ 5% of his emoluments, as defined in Rule 2(vi)
(b). Under Rule 2(vi) (b) “emoluments” for the purpose of recovery
of rent includes pay, special pay, technical pay, deputation pay,
non-practising allowance, expatriation allowance, ad-hoc relief,
special compensatery allowance for Islamabad, pension as defined
under F.R. 45-c and any other pay/allowance which Government
may decide for counting towards realisation of rent.

2. F.R. 45-C provides as under: —

“F.R. 45-C. For the purpose of rules 45-A and 45-B, “emolu-
ments’’ means:— '

(i) Pay;

(1) Payments from general revenues and fees. If such
payments or fees are received in the shape of a fixed
addition to monthly pay and allowances as part of
the authorised remuneration;

(ili) Compensatory allowances, other than travelling
allowances and uniform allowance paid to nurses in
hospitals, whether drawn from general revenues or
from a local fund;

(iv) Exchange Compensation Allowance;

(v) Pension, other than a pension drawn under the
provisions of Chapter XXXVIII Civil Service Regula-
tions, or compensation received under the Workmen’s
Compensation Act, 1923, as a subsequently amended;

(vi) In the case of the Government servant under suspen-
sion and in receipt of a subsistence grant, provided
that if such Government servant is subsequently
allowed to draw pay for the period of suspension the
difference between the rent recovered on the basis of
the subsistence grant and the rent due on the basis of
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the emoluments ultimately drawn shall be recovered
from him.”

3. Under the Scheme of Basic Pay Scales, 1983, Qualification
Allowance, Teaching Allowance, Charge Allowance, Warden Allow-
ance, Design Allowance, Performance Evaluation Allowance, Special
Research Allowance, etc., have also been sanctioned to certain
categories of Government Servants. All these Allowances are admis-
sible in addition to monthly pay and allowance as a part of remu-
neration of post. A question has been raised whether for the purpose
of recovery of rent in respect of Government accommodation
allotted to a Government servant, all said allowances may be includ-
ed in the term “emoluments’ drawn by him. It is clarified that these
allowances are included in the term “emoluments’’. Hence, recovery
of rent in respect of Government accommodation allotted to a
Government servant shall be made at 5% of emoluments inclusive of
said allowances.

APPOINTMENT OF STATISTICAL OFFICER IN SBP

ASSURANCE GIVEN BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER
FOR FINANCE AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, DR. MAHBUBUL
HAQ IN REPLY TO SUPPLEMENTARIES TO STARRED
QUESTION NO. 23, PUT BY MR. JAVED JABBAR,
SENATOR, ON 15-9-1988.

As assured by the then Finance Minister the matter has again
been inquired and the position is explained as under:—

(i) The Bank invited applications through public adver-
tisement for the post of Statistical Officers (equivalent
to G-17). The minimum qualification prescribed was
M.A. or M.Sc., in Statistics in second division.

(ii) Written test was held on 23rd October, 1987 in which
94 candidates including six female candidates appear-
ed. The following four candidates cleared the written
test:—

(a) Miss Rashida Parveen,
(b) Mr. Azam Ali,



132 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [27th Dec., 1988
(¢) Mr. Muhammad Javed Akhtar,
{d} Miss Qudsia Abbasi.
The written test consisted of two papers of 100
marks each. The four candidates secured the under-
noted marks in the two papers:—
WRITTEN TEST
Statistics  Aptitude Total
Candidate *(100) *(100) *(200)
a) Miss Rashida Parveen 51 63 114
b) Mr. Azam Ali : 58 55 113
¢) Mr. M. Javed Akhtar 55 52 107
d) Miss Qudsia Abbasi 55 60 115

*Maximum Marks

(ii1)

(iv)

2

The above candidates were interviewed on the 29th
February, 1988 by the Selection Board consisting of
the following:—

a) M. LA, Hanfi, the then Deputy Governor (Chair-
man)

b) Mr. Khurshed Marker (Director of the Central
Board of State Bank).

¢) Mr. G.M. Khan Yousafzai (Director of the Cen-
tral Board of the State Bank).

d) Mr. Masood-ul-Haque, (Chairman, Department
of Statistics, University of Karachi).

e) Dr. Muhammad Hussain (Director, Statistics
Department, State Bank of Pakistan).

Interview comprised of three parts viz., General,
Pakistan Studies and Islamic "Studies. In keeping
with the Bank’s standard practice the result of writ-
ten test was not placed before the Selection Board to
enable it to evaluate the candidate’s mental faculties
at the vive-voce independently. The four candidates
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secured the following marks in the interview: —
£
Interview *(50)

Pakistan Islamic

Candidates General Studies Studies Total
*(30) *(10) *(10) LA

a) Miss Rashida Parveen 3-12 4 4 20

b) Mr. Azam Ali 20 §:, -7 32

‘c) ‘Mr.M.Javed Akhtar . 19 8 %}% 8 35

d) Miss Qudsia Abbasi bl o 5 e b 22

——

*Maximum Marks

v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

According to the Bank’s policy a candidate must
obtain 50% marks in each paper of the written test
and 50% in each part of the interview to qualify.
Only Mr. M. Javed Akhtar and Mr. Azam Ali could
qualify in the interview and they were selected. It
will be observed that the selected candidates secured
only marginally lower marks in written test than the
female candidates, who could not qualify in the inter-
view,

The Bank’s recruitment policy is non-discriminatory
and it is for this reason that the Interview Board is
not only high-powered but also broad-based and in-
cludes an outside expert also. It may be added that
the Bank has already about 25 ladies working as
Officer Grade II and above. One of them is the Head
of a Department. It may also be added that one of
the candidates, Miss Qudsia Abbasi, has already
represented in the matter before the Wafagi Mohta- -
stb and the factual position has been explained to him
in detail. She has applied again for employment in
response to an advertisement recently issued by the
State Bank. She will be considered on merit along
with other candidates.

THe case has been reviewed carefully at the level of
the Governor. ﬁe Bank does not find any justifiable

%
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reason to interfere with the judgement of the Inter-
view Board which was ractified by the Central Board
of Directors of the Bank.

RECEIPT OF UTILITY BILLS BY MORE BRANCHES
OF THE BANKS

ASSURANCE GIVEN ON THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE —
STARRED SENATE QUESTION NO. 25

A large number of nationalised commercial banks are autho-
rised to receive gas, electricity and telephone bills in order to alleviate
the hardship of the bill payers and they are carrying out surveys to
evaluate the feasibility for designating new branches for accepting
utility bills. '

Most of the branches in big cities are mechanised and the
banks are taking effective measures to extend this facility at their
other branches where load of work justifies.

To alleviate the hardship of the bill payers, facilities of
shamianas and drinking water is being provided at branches accepting
utility bills, except those locations where fixing of shamianas are not
permitted under Municipal bye-law or where the space does not
permit.

Where good number of clients utilising utility services are
available then a particular branch can operate. Banks have 6,700
hranches and there, is no utility facility at various villages and hill
statiens and as such provision of all branches is of no use. Only
those branches could be operated where utilities are providing
services. At all such branches bank would open counters for this
purpese.

Mr. Chairman: I think, we will adjourn the House uptill
5.30 for Maghrib Prayers.
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(The House then adjourned for Prayers).

[The House re-assembled after interval with Mr. Chairman
(Mr. Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair].
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The Pathans are republicans by their nature. They decide
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Legally he was not a Chief Minister, therefore, the Assembly-
could not have been dissolved.
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Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Mr. Chairman Sir, it is said that
history repeats itself, the most hasty and drastic action taken
recently in Balochistan proves it to be so. If you remember earlier
a duly elected provincial government was dismissed and now an
elected Assembly was dissolved without any reason. In both the cases
the victim happens to be poor Baluchistan. What a coincidence! Sir,
it is indeed very unfortunate that by dissolving the Provincial
Assembly in Baluchistan a very tense political situation has been
created by the authorities concerned. This action was absolutely
uncalled for. It may have been perfectly legal. Had the Chief Minister
in Baluchistan not submitted his resignation earlier even then morally
and ethically it had no basis whatsoever. After submitting his resig-
nation he had no authority whatsoever to request the Governor for
the dissolution of the Provincial Assembly nor could the Governor
take a unilateral action in this connection. Sir, what was the
necessity for the government to creat such a tense situation/and to
resort to such an extreme measure ? What was the idea of creating
unnecessary crisis in the country? I am definite it had certain specific
motives. It was to warn, frighten and threaten other provinces and I
am sorry to say that the process had already been started. If we read
certain statements of various Federal Ministers in the Press, one can .
easily read between the lines. For example

‘ J“C/njq‘}’:J L2050k &/;‘v[/ says one while another has expressed
great hopes that the PPP would gain a lot of strength after the dis-
solution of the provincial assembly in Baluchistan and in the same
breath he deplores that his party is being blamed for the dissolution
of that assembly. Again when asked about the part the two Ministers
from the Central Cabinet played, he expresses his ignorance. I can
say only one thing.

Sir, we all know that political problems can not be solved in
this manner if you try to twist one problem you inadvertently create
another one and unfortunately this goes on and becomes an un-
ending cycle. It amounts to opening a Pandora’s box. Sir. there is a
saying in Pushto which roughly means that you should not be afraid

“ \ar = | é—y;u/;j)‘af’/”
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of that ‘Bala’ that difficulty, that trouble or crisis for that matter
when there is a night in between. My brother in Baluchistan did not
even care for the night to pass. It is alleged that at his request the
Governor of the province dissolved the provincial Assembly round
about mid night. So, this amply shows the gravity of the situation
most probably a vote of no confidence was in the offing. Had he
waited for the sun to rise I am sure the cat would have been out of
the bag and that is why this drama of cloak and dagger was enacted
overnight. Sir, what a way to defend, protect and save so called
newly acquired political partners.

Now, the solution that has been offered by the Government
is that aggrieved party should go to the people’s court. The Govern-
ment should realize that the poor people of Baluchistan have just
come out of the people’s court and the marks of indelible ink on
their thumbs have not yet been cleared and yet the Government
think that they should go and ask for the verdict of the people.
Were the rulers ready to ask for the verdict of the people immediate-
ly of election of the 1977? My only advice to them would be

b
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Sir, this most hasty and drastic action has been condemned
universally through out the country even by the political partners of
the present regime in NWFP in the strongest possible terms. But
when we dare in the Senate to raise certain questions or try to
criticise some wrong actions of the Government, some of the Minis-
ters, I am sorry to say, think it apt and proper to blame us for

coming into this House with pre-conceived ideas and showering
‘motives left and right I can only say:
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Sir, we have also been accused of keeping mum, keeping quiet when
the illegal act of 29th May, 1988 was taken. I am sorry to say, it is
absolutely wrong and I, again, repeat it is absolutely wrong. The old
Muslim Leaguers who happened to be freedom fighters in this very
House condemned it bitterly and dubbed it as a stab in the back of

democracy. The State Minister for Information is a witness to it and
the record of the Senate would prove to the personality concerned.
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Sir, it is also absolutely incorrect that the Islami Jamhuri
Ittehad intends to start street agitation. I can say without any fear of
contradiction, there is not even an iota of truth in it. It is mere an
allegation and accusation of the highest order. Sir, the most astonish-
ing part of the drama is that it is completely disowned by the Chief
Executive of the country. Despite the fact that the leading role
which was played by a retired General who happens to be a great
disciplinarian who acts accordingly and has led all his life in great
discipline would never have done such a thing. He is the firm believer
in the chain of command. I know him very well because I have served
under him. Sir, even a lavman like me would not believe it. This is
well nigh impossible for us to believe that such a drastic action could
have been taken without the knowledge or previous assent of the
Prime Minister of the country.

Sir, now we have been told that certain new conspiracies
have been unearthed and this was regarding the dissolution of the
Assembly in the NWFP in a similar manner. Even a political ally of
the present regime has been named who is alleged to have com-
plained of great stress and pressure on him for the dissolution of that
Assembly there. For the information of the House, I would like to
add that this political personality is no other than the one who was
arrested and tried for treachery and anti-Pakistan activities by the
previous PPP Government and today, as a result of a marriage of
convenience he has become a confident and a close one too.

Sir, I would like to ask as to who are the people whose
hidden hands are behind all this. Does the Government intend to
take any action and take the culprits to the task and expose them to
the nation or is it just to sidetrack the main issue about Baluchis-
tan? Mere hearsay would not convince the nation and I am sorry to
say we have no stomach for such stories. Sir, this cloak and dagger
affair is nothing short of the infamous ‘Watergate Scandal’ as stated
by my hounourable colleague and a talented Senator, Dr. Mahbubul
Haq. I am sure, that history would record it tomorrow as a ‘Bollan
Gate Scandal’ and history would also record the difference between
the two, while in America the responsibility was accepted, but here
in Pakistan it is not only disowned vehemently in the print as well as
the electronic media but the opposition is also being blamed for it.
So, I would desist from saying

S50 un
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Sir, if this is the state of affairs at the very inception of the
present regime then May the Almighty God save us all at this junc-
ture. 1 can only offer a consolation to my brothers, the movers of
this motion though rather a poor one.

/- 2, 4
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Sir, with these words, I would request you to accept this privilege
motion before anything further happens or before any socalled
conspiracy is not only unearthed but also is declared as a successful
one. I thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you.
Dr. Bisharat Elahi.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi ;:'/T" LA '('J'/

Thank vou, Mr. Chairman. I thought you were not tuned to
looking on this side of the House.

Mr. Chairman: No. I look all over.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Thank you very much. It is nearly two
weeks since the sad episode of the dissolution of the Baluchistan
Assembly took place but the patriot is still very hazy. The people all
over the country have expressed their resentment and indignation on
this unwarranted action. The nation wants to know the facts and the
truth as to why the Baluchistan Assembly was dissolved? The view
point from the point of view of democracy and the Constitutional
political aspects of this matter have alredy been very aptly brought
out by my friend Prof. Khurshid Ahmed. There are areas of suspicion
surrounding this whole episode....

Mr. Chairman: Kh. Tariq Raheem on point of order.
Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem: Sir, what is the distinction
between reading and looking at notes when a speech is being made in

the Senate?

Mr. Chairman: No. This is no point of order.
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Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: Sir, the learned Senator is
possibly reading.

Mr. Chairman: I think, the learned speaker is referring to his
notes which he is entitled to do.

Khawaja Ahmad. Tariq Raheem: Sir, if he is consulting the
notes then it is O.K. but if he is reading, and I think he is reading
then it is a different matter.

Mr. Chairman: No. No. It is for me to judge that and I think
he is only referring to his notes and he is entitled to do so

Yes, please Dr. Sahib.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Is the Minister finding my speech very
pungent, in case he feels offended I might stop.

Mr. Chairman: Please don’t address each other. I would be
grateful if you address the Chair. I have already ruled out his point of
order. So, you kindly continue.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Mr. Chairman, I was saying that the areas
of suspicion have been very eloquently been pointed out by my
friend Dr. Mahbubul Haq, and other colleagues. But, Sir, what is
most surprising that the issue has been coinplicated by a revelation
made by no less a person than the Prime Minister of Pakistan at a
press conference in Karachi on the 22nd of December, 1988, and I
quote — Firstly, from the ‘Daily Jang’ of December 23rd, 1988,
which carried this as its main news,

Lo A Wy e i) £ 59

And now I quote from the ‘Daily Nawa-e-Waqt’ of 23rd December,
1988, which carried the following as its main news:
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Mr. Chairman, Sir, it would appear from those revelations
that the dissolution of the Baluchistan Assembly was a part of a
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larger conspiracy, if there was one. I feel that the whole issue needs
to be probed and probed thoroughly so that this new revelation
should be sifted and studied in depth. For it is not some thing against
Baluchistan Assembly, it is against democracy, it is against the very
existence of Pakistan, if the allegation is true. It is our right, Sir, and
the right of the people of Pakistan to know all about the so-called
consipracy.

Coming back to the dissolution of the Baluchistan Assembly,
we are all aware, Sir, that the episode as reported took place at 3.0
a.m. in the dead of the night on the 15th of December, 1988. I
would like to refresh your memory and the memory of the members
present here that a sequence of events took place before the Assembly
was dissolved and I would like to mention that two of the Federal
Ministers of State were present in Baluchistan on the night of Decem-
ber 13th and 14th and were, according to newspaper reports, fully
involved in negotiations in Baluchistan with the then Chief Minister
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali and the other parties. This, Sir, is very
significant. These two Ministers were Federal Ministers, were Minis-
ters of the party in power and I am sure that the Federal Govern-
ment knew that these Ministers were in Baluchistan. Sir, mav I also
point out that there was very active inter-action between certain
Peoples Party’s activists and Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali. It started
before the elections, it continued during the elections and it gainec
intensity after the elections and it ostensibly culminated in the
dissolution of the Baluchistan Assembly for the simple reason that
the desired results could not be obtained.

We are also informed that an understanding had been reached
between the JUI and BNA just before the Assembly was dissolved by
the Governor of Baluchistan on the advice of the then Chief Minister
who, we are now told, had already resigned 24 hours t=fore this
episode and the Governor, it is further alleged, did not consult either
the Prime Minister or the President but forthwith obliged Mir Zafar-
ullah Khan Jamali and dissolved the Assembly.

The first news of the dissolution of the Assembly was given
to the nation, the Prime Minister and the President of this country
through radio news at 7.00 a.m. May I ask, Sir, who gave this news to
the radio station when it was only the Chief Minister and the Gover-
nor who knew about this. Sir, what is more significant is the attitude
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of the Federal Government when they came to know about it. They
termed it as perfectly constitutional and they said that if any body
had a quarrel they could either go to the court or they could go to
the people. Not a word of remorse was uttered when the Assembly
had been dissolved, not one person from the Government during the
initial two or three stages came to say that this was something which
was undemocratic and it was something which should not have been
done. However, as time went by, we have had some words of remorse
but I believe that has been more of an after thought. Going by the
newspaper reports, it is also reported in the press that Nawab Bugti
and Maulqna Fazalur Rehman were scheduled to address a press
conference at 9.00 a.m. on the 15th of December to announce
their agreement but unfortunately they were caught on the wrong
foot and the conspiracy between the Chief Minister and- the Gover-
nor took precedence over this press conference which then never
took place.

May, I, Sir, through you also give some food for thought to
our friends on front benches. For my own sake I would like to know
what would have been the reaction of the Federal Government if
they had been consulted on this issue. It is an afterthought but I
think it would be pertinent.

Thank you very much, Sir.

‘ Mr. Chairman: Mr. Asif Vardag. He is a new comer in the
Senate so I think we will give him priority. .

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Mr. Chairman on a point of order.

Mr. Chairman: Yes please.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: There are just two or three things.

I do not want to obstruct the learned member who is about
to make his maiden speech. So with due apologies to him I would
submit that there are now two things. One, the debate concerns the
privilege motion and the other to the adjournment motion. I just

want to draw your kind attention to the matter as per rules.

Mr. Chairman: Which rule are you referring to, Mr. Aitzaz
Ahsan?
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Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: I am referring to chapter VIII. As far as
the privilege motion is concerned, the position of the Government
has been as per my first statement before this House that we will not
oppose debate on it and the House may decide on its admissibility
and ultimately the Chairman should rule on admissibility. The only
thing we said was that it would not be perhaps a breach of privilege
but we left it and we would not oppose the admissibility if the
House or the Chairman so ruled.

As to the adjournment motion I refer to your kind attention
Rules 76, 78 and 81. Rule 76, because we are as yet on the question
of leave for the adjournment motion. I did not want to interrupt the
honourable Dr. Bisharat Elahi but the fact is that, with great respect,
‘we are going beyond the rules. Rule 76 says:

“76.(1) Leave to make a motion shall be asked for after
questions and privilege motions, if any, and before other
business entered on the Orders of the Day is taken up.”

Rule 76(2) says:—

“76(2) Leave to make a motion shall be asked for only by
the member who has given notice thereof”.

Then I refer to Rule 78 because we have gone bevond the half an
hour also on discussion on this. It says:—

““I8. On any one day, the aggrigate time taken for asking for
leave under Rule 76 or, as the case mayv be, the grant or
withholding of leave under Rule 77, shall not exceed half an
hour”.

Then, Sir, Rule 81 says that even if as and when it is admitted for
full debate as an adjournment motion, a speech cannot be for more
than ten minutes. The rule says:

“81. A speech during the debate on a motion for adjourn-
ment shall not exceed ten minutes in duration”.

Already during discussion on the question of leave, there are longer
speeches being delivered. I have no objection to that but I am just
pointing out the rules. I think that Mr. Chairman, if you take the
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privilege motion first and rule on that, as I said that we will not
object to its admissibility subject to the Chairman’s own interpreta-
tion of privilege motion whether this does amount to a breach of
privilege or not, whether the privilege of any member or of the
House as such has been in breach or not and secondly as to adjourn-
ment motion I would request that again the worthy Chairman will
have to rule because the time prescribed at the stage of leave has
gone passed and in any case the movers have more than expressed
themselves and now persons who were not movers are expressing
themselves and at this stage with great respect they would not have a
right unless you fix a date for the debate.

Mr. Chairman: No, is it your desire that we should take up
the privilege motion separately and the adjournment motion
separately, is that what you want ?

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: That is certainly what I would have
desired.

Mr. Chairman: You see on a strict interpretation of the rules
you are quite right and that is why I asked for the consent of the
House. I felt that during the debate on the privilege motions because
the honourable members are expressing themselves on that matter
and a debate for admissibility on the adjournment motion might also
mean a repetition of the arguments. Therefore, I had asked for the
consent of the House if I could dispose them both together but if
you are serious in your objection and you want the privilege motions
to be taken up separately and the adjournment motions to be taken
up separately I have no objection but it would just entail a repetition
of arguments and therefore it would be of no use.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: What I submit Sir, is that if the Chairman
rules the privilege motion in order and then I would be submitting
that the matter would then be referred to a committee. If we take
the adjournment motion and the Chiarman rules the adjournment
motion also in order as is entirely within his province I am not for
a moment saying that the decision should be one way or the other
because as I said we do not object to debate in the House and the
House is sovereign in its own proceedings but I would say if the
adjournment motion is to be admitted for debate then a date should
be fixed for it.
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Mr. Chairman: No, I am not admitting anything so far. We
will just get the views of the others members also. I have understood
your point, let me get the views of the other members on this.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: In that case you might Mr. Chairman,
be also apprised because when we are debating it we have to, with
great respect I submit, within the four corners of the rules but I
am not objecting to the House debating it but I am pointing out
another rule for instance Rule 75 which says : -

Rule 75 — ‘A motion shall not be admissible unless it
satisfies the following conditions, namely :—

(Interruption)

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Aitzaz, let me just point out that as far
as the privilege motions are concerned you had made the statement
that you would like the debate on admissibility to take place. So,
you have no objection to that. The other point that you have raised
is that the two should not be taken up together. Now on that prima
facie 1 agree with you. I had with the consent of the House allowed
that, so that there is no repetition of arguments but if you have a
serious objection to that I will ask the other members and then I will
give a ruling on this.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: 1 may just point out one other point
about the adjournment motions as I have submitted earlier we are
in your hands completely but :

Rule 75 — “A motion shall not be admissible unless it
satisfies the following conditions, namely :—

Now, I am on the adjournment motion’s side.

Mr. Chairman: No, no, we have not come to that, vou see
what T am saying is that I accept vour point prima facie that adjour-
ment motions are a separate matter, privilege motions are a separate
matter and the conditions of admissibility of the two are also
different. I agree with that but because arguments on the matter
were being addressed and I thought that the same arguments will be
repeated, therefore, I had obtained the consent of the House for the
two being discussed together but if you are serious in your objection

.....
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Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: I am just pointing out one other rule Sir,
I see the wisdom in your decision and there is no doubt about that
but we just have to see the rules :

Rule 75(1)—““It shall not relate to a matter pending before
any court or any other authority performing
judicial or quasi-judicial functions.”

Now, although you have discretion again in this matter but by the
rule generally of propriety we should go by the rule as far as the
adjournment motion is concerned. If we mix up the debate then thic
rule will come in the way. We don’t know where the debate or
argument or the speech on privilege motion ends and the one on
adjournment motion begins, we don’t know it has never been
specified by the learned members.

Mr. Chairman: O.K. I get your point. Prof. Khurshid Sahib
what is your view on this ?

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: First like the delayed response of
the learned Law Minister on the issue of dissolution of Baluchistan
Assembly, his response to this issue is only one and half an hour late.
You had presented the issue before the House and this has been a
tradition in this House and the former Chairman on a number of
occasions tried to club together, privilege motions and adjournment
motions, if he thought that this would save the time of the House in
the final analysis and would provide the House with a forum to
tackle with both together. This is what you followed and if he had
any objection he should have raised that objection at the time when
this motion was placed before the House but he is one and half an
hour late and secondly when he is referring to the adjournment
motion he has omitted the proviso which is very much there on the
same provision that while a case which is subjudice can also be
discussed in this House provided that the Chairman may in his
discretion allow such matter being raised in the Senate as is
concerned with the procedure or subject or stage of enquiry and if he
is satisfied that it is not likely to prejudice the consideration of the
matter by such court or authority; so it is in your powers, there is no
question of just dropping it at this stage, I think we are in the middle
or more than half way we have been through. So, it would not be
advisable to in any way guillotine the debate at this stage.
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Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Mr. Chairman Sir, In no way, should I
be understood that these words are being added unncessarily as
wanting to guillotine any debate if I want to point out what the rule
says and the procedure says which is prescribed for the Senate I just
want the Senate to decide whether it will abide by rules or not ?

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Aitzaz please, I have understood your
point,

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: May I just make one further submission
Sir, in response the position is that the learned speakers and members
are not arguing on privilege, if it is a debate on privilege very little
is being said on the breach of privilege and admissibility as a matter
of privilege. But the speeches are as if they are on an adjournment
motion. There I have merely brought to vour notice one or twc
impediments prescribed by the rules. I have no objection to the
debate if a date for debate on adjournment motion is fixed,
whichever date that may be, we will not object to a debate in this
House and I repeat, I do not know why the word “guillotine” it
used when I am not guillotining any debate. I sat here for one
and a half an hour and I have just not raised any objection because
thought the members would in any case mis-interpret anything that
comes from us. So I want to make it very clear, we do not object tc
the debate, we do not object to the admissibility subject to your
decision but the privilege motion must be addressed on admissibility.
Adjournment motion for that there are certain rules which I submit
should be followed if possible.

Mr. Chairman: O.K. I will now give my ruling on this,
I am quite clear that the conditions for admissibility of adjournment
motion are quite different from the conditions for admissibility of
privilege motions. Since you have pointed it out and it is your desire
I will accept that desire and we will have a debate on the privilege
motion at the moment and then separately another debate on the
adjournment motion when they come so, therefore, the honourable
members should address themselves on the privilege motion only.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: On the admissibility of the privilege
motion, not the broad view of what happened.

Mr. Chairman: Correct. We have already had a lengthy
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debate on it, the parameters have been laid down, you have said you
have no objection so we will have a debate now on the privilege
motions and since the Law Minister has so desired we will have a
separate debate on the adjournment motion. Thank you.

So who would like to speak ? Mr. Asaf Vardag.

Asaf Fasihuddin Vardag. Your honour this is my first day
in this august House and I have listened to my friend the honourable
Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affaris, the only thing I could
not understand was whether he was in agreement or disagreement,
I thought it was just the case of the reluctant pride. Your honour!
so far as this motion is concerned there are constitutional issues,
there are legal issues, there are moral issues, there are issues of the
integrity of the nation, a matter about which I took oath today that
I will uphold the integrity of the nation and the steps that the
present Government has taken, have jeoperdised the nation as I
will soon lay before this august House. Your honour a previous
Peoples Party Government although it also called itself the Peoples
Government did a similar thing. It dissolved an
Assembly and in protest another Assembly resigned and the next
result was military action in Baluchistan which was preceded by
agitation and ultimately that military action led to a reliance on the
Armed Forces by.a previous Peoples Party Government and that
reliance ultimately led to Martial Law and 1 would like to warn
the present Peoples Party Government that the path that it is now
treading, the path that it is now following is likely to lead through a
similar chain of circumstances to another Martial Law.

Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem: Sir, I would like to know
that how is this rhetoric relevant to the admissibility of the motion.
I would read Rule 60, I think I should remined him that :

“a member may with the consent of the Chairman raise a
question involving a breach of privilege either of a member or
of the Senate or of a committee thereof.”

Now, if the rhetoric could be confind to these three things that
would be proper, not the historical background of whatever he
may think is the historical background.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, the honourable member is aware of that.
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He will address himself on these questions.

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: Point of order. As far as the rules go
I understand that Chairman is responsible for their fulfilment and he
knows whether admissibility in respect of a privilege motion is being
discussed or not. I think this is not the right way that in the maiden
speech of a Senator interruption is made, not allowing him to
develop his argument............

(Interruption)

Mr. Javed Jabbar:" We welcome him to the House but why
should he begin his speech by an attack which is non factual
unproven.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Javed Jabbar, please don’t be emotional.
We have already been having this debate for three days and the
manner and the trend of the debate has been very obvious and clear.
The honourable Law Minister has allowed this very graciously. H:
has not objected to it. He has said that he would in fact welcome
such a debate. So, I think at this stage getting involved in technicali-
ties when we are at the fag-end in the debate would not be appro-
priate. So, I would request you not to kindly interrupt the speaker
and let him complete his speech.

Khawaja Ahmed Tariq Raheem: We would not like to
interrupt him but I would say this much that let there be certain
relevancy.

Mr. Chairman: There would be.
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Mr. Chairman: It is not point of order, it is ruled out.
Yes, Mr. Asaf Vardag.

Mr. Asaf Fasihuddin Vardag: In so far as the privilege of
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this House is concerned, it is very well known to every one to this
House that the provincial Assembly is the electoral college for all
Senate members and that when the provincial Assembly is interfered
with, the electorcal college of a fairly large number of members have
been put into Jeopardy and the constituency is always relevant for
every political leader and for every Senator. As the relevant consti-
‘tuency is the provincial Assembly, therefore, when a provincial
Assembly is interfered with in this arbitrary and dictatorial manner,
in this under-hand fashion then certainly the privilege of this House
is involved. Further your Honour when an attempt- is being made to
change the entire completion of that provincial Assembly then
certainly the members of this august House (the Senate) who are
gointg to come up for re-election in 1990-91 their constituency and
thir chances of re-election are jeopardized and therefore, again your
Honour the privilege of this House is called in question. Now your
Honour in so far as I was referring to the possible consequences of
this action, I am afraid that when an attempt is made setting at
naught all the forces in Baluchistan which represent the people of
Baluchistan, for example the Baluchistan National Alliance, the JUI,
the NAP Pakhtoon Khah, the IJI, these are all the relevant forces in
Baluchistan. When these relevant forces in Baluchistan are being set
at naught so that a membership of four can be brought nearer forty
then certainly a lop-sided arrangement is being visualized and an
artificial arrangement is being brought into effect. Such an artificial
arrangement Mr. Chairman, can only be at the cost of law and order
in that Province and also at the cost of the will of the people and the
people of Baluchsitan have shown time and again not just during the
erstwhile Government of the Peoples Party in power but also earlier
that they are unwilling to accept such domination and such inter-
ference from the federation. When somebody says that the
federation was not responsible it was solely Mr. Zafarullah Jamali
who had already resigned his office and he was in fact not even really
the Chief Minister of the Province as your Honour I will read here
Article 130 Clause 3; ‘‘the person appointed under Clause 2, that
is the Chief Minister, as they case may be, invited under Clause 2 (a),
this is the relevant portion, “shall before entering upon the office,
make before- the Governor oath in the form set out in the third
schedule and”, this is a conjunctive and, ‘“‘shall within a period of
sixty days thereof obtain a vote of confidence from the Provincial
Assembly.”
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Now, here your Honour, the person who was invited to
become Chief Minister is referred to as ‘‘the person’. It is dnly when
he obtains a vote of confidence then he becomes the Chief Minister
and only when he is the Chief Minister and then also when he is not
Chief Minister, who has already resigned his office, how he can
tender advice and that advice is then acted upon by the Governor.

* * * * * * * *

Your Honour, this Governor is, as my learned friend pointed out, so
disciplined and so well versed in the art and science of obedience to
authority that he certainly could not have acted upon on his own
and speciallv when two very learned Ministers of State were roving
around Baluchistan trying to advise the former friend and colleague
to act in a certain fashion then vour Honour, it just stands to reason
that the Federal Government was totally involved in this conspiracy
of removing a possible majority of the opposition from their point of
view in the Baluchistan Assembly. Your Honour, in this situation it
stands to reason that they were totally involved and when they were
involved vour Honour, and when responsible Ministers and the Prime
Minister hereself say that the Central Government is not involved,
then it certainlv does not stand to reason and this, your honour, I
would very respectfully submit, would be far from the actual facts
and circumstances of the situation and therefore, yvour honour
because of this reason alone this is a Government that needs to be
carefully watched and the people of Pakistan are ought to be very
vigilant about how this Government is behaving and in the interest of
democracy the people of Pakistan must rally together and in the
interest of the privilege of the House the members of the Senate
should ensure that this action be set at naught. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Vardag. Mir Sohrab Khan
Kohoso.
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Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: I did not want to interfere when
my brother was speaking. I would suggest one thing that instead of
theword “Z.,£’ itshould be changed into ~ ¢(J& b& * because

¢ 2" is not good word and it is also connected with the Prime
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Minister of the country. Therefore, I request that it should be
changed into Thank you Sir.

Mr. Chairman: So, it is changed accordingly. Lt. Gen. (Retd.}
Saeed Qadir.

. Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir: Mr. Chairman, a lot has been
said about Baluchistan already, therefore, 1 will confine myself
strictly to the admissibility of this motion.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. We would be grateful
for that.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir: I beg to submit, Mr. Chairman,
that the privilege of this House as a whole and each individual
member of the Senate has been breached. We are the upholders of
this Constitution. The oath which you took the other day and the
oath which we all took individually asks us to defend this Constitu-
tion. I submit to vou that by this very action in Baluchistan the
Constitution has been breached. We have repeatedly heard from the
members that the action taken in Baluchistan, in fact, is legal because
it 1s covered under Article 112. The fact is that no individual Article
of this Constitution can be used to justify any action. If you read
Article 112 in conjunction with Article 130, Sub-Article 5 you will
find a positive breach of action by the Government of Baluchistan.
Now, if you look into the background of this whole case while
[ justify my arguments how can you imagine that the Governor of a
Province knows fully well Article 112 but chooses to ignore Article
130, (5) in which it clearly lays down that the Governor should
know whether the Chief Minister commdands the majority of =
province or not ? If the Governor was so ignorant that he did not
know this situation at night when he decided to act at 3.0’clock
would it not be advisible for him to wait till 7 0’clock or 8 0’clock
in the morning and find out the situation and then decide what
would happen? Can vou imagine that a Governor who has been in 2
saddle for so many vears and who should be well advised about the
constitutional aspects of his position, should he act in such a haste
other than the fact that a malafide intention ? I submit that it was
fully in the knowledge of the Governor that the so-called Chief
Minister of the Province at that time did not command the majority
of the Members of the Provincial Assembly and as such, he decided
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material. The fact is that he decided to act not in accordance with
the various Articles of the Constitution but strictly on the interpreta-
tion of Article 112 which cannot be held legal in any court of law.
It can be easily said that we should take this matter in a court of law.
The question is not for us to take the matter to the court. The
Government should establish its honesty and integrity by go:ng to
the court itself and then asking the court to give a ruling whether
Article 112 can be read without taking note of Article 130 (5] 7 The
intention of the Government is clearly visible in the action that has
been taken. Where a Governor acts solely on his own right under
Article 112 and does not take into account anyother relzvant
Articles which are provided in the book yet does not ceciie to
consult with legal experts those who were available to him in the
town that very day because he was here in Islamabad that night, and
first thing he could have done was to call on our able Law Minister
and ask him that should I proceed to act under Article 112 or
should.I also invoke Article 130 (5) and I am sure, the able Law
Minister would have had no hesitation in drawing his attenticr. and
in saving that we would recommend you to hold your hands. You
will find out whether this Chief Minister carries the majority with
him or not ? The fact that he chose not to do so and if he would
have done so and that the Law Minister would have advised him in
another way, meant that they were hand in glove in collusion for
the dissmisal of the Baluchistan Assembly. I think, with these
arguments, I would like to re-submit that the breach of privilege of
this House as a whole and individually has been committed and
as such this matter be referred to the Privileges Committee.

I thank you.

Mr. Chairman: kThank you, General Sahib.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Since a gréat deal has beer said about the legal, constitutional
and political aspects of the subject, I have only to add one or two

additional points on the admissibility of the privilege motion. I fee!
that even the action of the Governor under Article 112 is malafide
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and somewhat unilateral and not in line with the Constitution.
Because the Governor was aware that the Chief Minister’s election
was controversial and that he did not get an absolute majority of
23 votes, which would have attracted the provision of Article 136. I
just point it out. Even coming to the provision of Article 112, the
explanation is very clear which says that the reference to this Article
to the Chief Minister shall not be construed to include reference to a
Chief Minister against whom a notice of resolution for a vote of no
confidence has been given in the Provincial Assembly but has not
been voted upon. I am sure, the Governor was aware that on that
very day the 14th of December, 1988, one Minister had resigned and
joined the other side and, therefore, a vote of no-confidence was
imminent. There are enough rulings on the subject to show that the
actual notice even if it is not received but if there is a danger of such
a notice, or if the notice for vote of no-confilence is imminent,
then the spirit of this explanation requires that the Governor does
not act immediately. Also considering the fact that the provision
itself allows 48 hours to the Governor to decide. It seems that if he
had taken advantage of these 48 hours then the dark shadow of his
decision would not have been cast on the democratic process, which
was just getting underway. :

There is no doubt, Mr. Chairman, that the recent elections
had not created the conditions for a stable government in Baluchis-
tan. It is also likely, as was pointed out earlier this morning, that the
alternative coalition which was being formed may not have led to a
stable government but no one has a right to pre-judge to deny such
a coalition the right to try, or to cast doubts or aspersions about
their likely policies on vital issues because it is only the democratic
process according to the Constitution which will see whether the
implementation of Article 112 is fully adhered to or not. If the
deadlock had continued for sometime and no party could form :
stable government then a recourse to Article 112 would have beer
fully justified.

In our political system, or in fact, in any political system
some manipulation or maneouvring for political power is understand-
able but we have to establish traditions under which such narrow
political interest are not allowed to either subvert the Constitutior
or affect vital national interests. That is, Mr. Chairman, the context
in which I think, the Senate has to take action begause only by
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adherence tosthe rule of law we can establish the supremacy of
democracy. Since we have all taken oath to defend the Constitution,
to protect and preserve the Constitution, we should establish this
tradition that anywhere any breach or likely breach or intended
breach of the Constitution takes place the Senate should take note to
highlight the issues involved and make sure that those who either
willfully or otherwise breached the Constitution are not spared and
the rule of law is fully restored. Therefore, in this spirit I hope, you
will hold this motion in order and under Rule 65 of the Rules of
Procedure refer it to the Privileges Committee.

Thank you.
Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Sartaj Aziz.

I think, all the members have spoken. I would now call upon
the honourable Minister for Law, Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan to reply to the
arguments made by the members.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It
has been my privilege to have heard some very exhaustive speeches
addressed by very distinguished members of this House. Many
matters were touched upon that were relevant to admissibility and
matters that were not relevant to admissibility. They were exhaustive
speeches. Many were based almost entirely on recriminations and
were waywardly aimed at us but we have sat here and we
have learnt much from those speeches — even that which we did not
know of at the time of the dissolution of the Provincial Assembly.

Sir, the dissolution of the Assembly, it is now a matter of
record, was made under Article 112 of the Constitution by a
Governor that we did not appoint, on the advice which was binding
on the Governor in terms of Article 112, of a Chief Minister who
belonged to the IJI. It is clearly on the record that the Pakistan
Muslim League expelled the Chief Minister from its ranks after the
Baluchistan Assembly had been dissolved and after he had tendered
advice which was in terms of Article-112 binding on the Governor.
So, we do not quite understand why the Federal Government is
being involved by the IJI so repeatedly. There is no ground for that
involvement and they are merely trying to pass their own buck on
to us. It cannot thus be passed. The facts speak far louder and far
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clearer than any honourable member of the IJ7 who has spoken and
addressed this House during this debate.

The fact, as I submitted, is that it was an 1JI Chief Minister
who was expelled subsequent to the event. The facts, as I submitted,
are that IJI members of the Baluchistan Assembly supported that
Chief Minister and whether his count was 22 or 23 or whatever they
may say, it included a very substantial number from the 1JI and
those members continued to support the IJI Chief Minister to the
last day even until the dissolution. The facts of the matter are that
these members of the Provincial Assembly of Baluchistan or anybody
on behalf of IJI who today makes such a loud hue and cry did not
move a vote of no confidence against the Chief Minister concerned
because that Chief Minister was an 1JI Chief Minister. The fact of the
matter is that these members of the Baiuchistan Assembly including
those who were with IJI and belonged to the IJI did not move ¢
court of law before the dissolution of the Provincial Assembly
because they continued to support the IJI Chief Minister and because
they continued to go along with the IJI Chief Minister. Tacitly,
therefore, clearly and unambiguously their support, the support of
the 1JI was with the Chief Minister and tacitly, theretore, the 1JI
must be deemed to have consented to the advice that their
representative in the Provincial Assembly — the 1JI Chief Minister —
gave for the dissolution of the Assembly which advice was binding
on the Governor.

We have heard all arguments, as I said, attributing knowledge
to the Federal Government and the only tenuous case in point that
is made is that the Prime Minister was invited to and attended &
dinner at the Presidency — on that night. Mr. Chairman, Sir, it sc
happens and this is a fact that the Governor sat close to the IJ-
leader of the parliamentary party in the National Assembly tha:
evening. There were roughly two  hundred guests invited. Nc
inference can be drawn from that dinner and to araw any suck
inference is not only speculative but I would submit with grea:
respect that it is a malafide intent to trv to take footprints in -
direction where they do not lead. That is not all Mr. Chairman. W.
have a member who from the floor of this House a short while agc
said certain things and I do not see him here but Senator Syved Faseil
Igbal and honourable Senator Panezai — they admitted, they admi’
having been the last persons to have met the Govenor on that night.
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Both are IJI's members. They met the Governor on that night. They
say they went to have coffee. Now, whether vou go to have coffee
with a Governor who is 90 vears old at 11.30 PM, I will draw no
inferences, Mr. Chairman, from this. But were we to get into
recriminations? Were we to start taking footprints where they might
not lead? Were we to start creating suspicions? The atmosphere in
which we want democracy to runin this country would unnecessarily
be vitiated. The atmosphere which we want to prevail in this House
and in parliament as a whole and in all Provincial Assemblies would
be vitiated.

We have said loud and clear that we had no knowledge of
the dissolution of the Provincial Assembly. We have said loud and
clear that we were approached before the dissolution by groups and
parties in that Assembly who wanted the Federal Government to
interfere in that Assembly to the extent even of dissolution but we
refused. We said that we would not be a party to that kind of an
interference in the autonomy granted to the provinces by the
Constitution. We did not interfere before the dissolution of the
Assembly and we will not interfere after the dissolution of the
Assembly. The demand that we should interfere and the demand
that we by an executive order, which would not be a competent
executive order under the Constitution, restore the Provincial
Assembly. There are demands that we should interfere and upeset
the balance of the Constitution. The Constitution says under Article
112 and it has been read and read again that the Governor shall
dissolve the Provincial Assembly when so advised by the Chief
Minister. We have read it over and over again. It is an unfortunate
circumstance that the Chief Minister advised the dissolution. We have
never never contributed to the dissolution. We have not contributed
in any way as having agreed with the measure even ex-post facto
or having welcomed the measure. We thought and we said it loud
that it was an unfortunate incident but when we examined the
Constitution we had no way but in the language of Article 112 to
accept it. To ask us to do any thing contrary to the Constitution is
to ask us to betray our oath Mr. Chairman. There is much mention
of the oath but we too have taken the oath and Article 112 so clearly
says and it says that when an IJI Chief Minister advises a non-
Pakistan Peoples Party Governor, the Governor shall be bound to
dissolve the Assembly and that is exactly what has happened.
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Mr. Chairman, Sir, on the admissibility of the privilege
motion I may say just one thing. Quite frankly with all respect to
every member of the IJI who has spoken in favour of its admissibility,
with great respect I submit I have not found one argument relevant
to admissibility in all their long, legnthy and exhaustive speeches. I
found recriminations, I found them saying that the Federal Govern-
ment is responsible I have heared their levelled allegations but as
to the admissibility of the privilege motion — how the privilege of
any member or of this House or of any committee of this House has
been in breach, the only thing that comes close to relevant was the
argument made by three or four learned members of this House that
the dissolution of the Provincial Assembly amounts to an attempt
against the electoral college of this House. The voters, they say, to
this House have been affected or wronged, therefore, because those
who voted or have the right to vote this House into being, violation
of their right is a violation of the privilege of this House. Extend this
argument further Mr. Chairman, and yvou will see that there is no
logic in it. Mr. Chairman, vou will see that the argument is absurd
because what it means is; apply it to the National Assembly, another
agusut House that forms a part of Parliament. If any citizen in the
country is wronged tomorrow the National Assembly members will
say my privilege has been breached because my voter has been
wronged. Every other law will become meaningless. There are laws,
there is the Constitution to protect the citizens. There are these
Assemblies which certainly deal with the legislation for the protec-
tion of the rights of the citizens but the wrong to a citizen technical-
ly in its widest scope does not amount to the breach of privilege of
an Assembly. If somebody is robbed, if somebody is dismissed
from civil service, if somebody is demoted in his position, the
National Assembly will say, “oh! but my voter has been wronged
therefore, if my electoral college which is the citizens of Pakistan
have been wronged therefore. I have been wronged, therefore, my
privilege is in breach.”

This Mr. Chairman, is an argument the absurdity of which
is demonstrated by applying it to a Provincial Assembly or to the
National Assembly. There has been much debate, most of what could
be said on the privilege motion, if it had been admitted and if the
relevant committee had reported back to this House has already been
said. And we have not objected on technical points of order, two
speeches being made here we have not risen from these benches to
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try to guillotine or obstruct the debate, we have not raised points of
orders or interjection during any speech even on a question of
relevance and despite the fact that most of the speeches were not
relevant to admissibility and many of the learned members who rose
and started their speeches saying that they would address this House
only on admissibility they even departed from that narrow scope
where debate and their attention should have focussed only on
admissibility. But Mr. Chairman, we have left from the very
beginning this question of admissibility despite having submitted to
you and to this House that the privilege of a House is to be jealously
guarded but the privilege of the House and its members has a defined
and narrow scope. You open the scope, you completely let it go wide
and wild and the House will not be able to stayv on its normal course
which is prescribed by the Constitution and the rules made ander
the Constitution. We are the upholders of iaw. We are a legislative
body. We are the Upper Hosue of Parliament, if we depart from law
and the rules then who else will respect the law.

So, I will again submit in conclusion we have no objection to
debate, we have not resisted debate and we will not resist it if the
motion is admitted. But it is my duty as a member of this House
sitting on its august benches to state with great respect that to my
mind it does not amount to a breach of privilege of this House but
I will nevertheless leave it and I have left it, we have left it to the
discretion and judgement of the House and the Chairman and the
better judgement the superior judgement. Mr. Chairman, because
vou are yourself most learned in law and we have learnt over the
Vyears to respect you for your Jearning of the law for vour standing at
the Bar and we will again put ourselves in your hands and if this
motion is admitted then the procedure of a committee hearing it
must of course take its course. I will address further arguments only
when the adjournment motion is taken up because at this moment
my arguments and my submissions are focussed on either replying
short submission in reply to what the speakers said on admissibility
and what they said on things that were not relevant to admissibility
and the privilege motion alone. In case the adjournment motion is
taken up at any subsequent time I will make my submissions on that
and I Mr. Chairman, conclude by saying that we do not oppose our-
selves the admissibility of the privilege motion because we
understand and recognize that the House — and you must decide it
but it is our duty to point out to you and the House the scope and
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the language of the rules which govern privilege motions and to point
it out and bring to your notice and to the notice of the House and
ta the members even if they do not go by the rules by really, strictly
remaining on question of admissibility, it is our duty nevertheless tc
bring those to vour notice so that we can better and best assist this.
House and you Mr. Chairman, I am very grateful to you Mr. Chair-
man, for permitting me to make these submissions.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Law Minister, I am grateful to you, there
are certain points which were raised I would be grateful if you can
comment on them. One point was that the Chief Minister had
resigned 24 hours before he advised the Governor what would be
the effect of that? No. 2, it was pointed out by Gen. Saeed Qadir
that he had not yet obtained a vote of confidence. Some other
members had also pointed out that he had not vet obtained a vote of
confidence — what would be the effect of the advice tendered by &
Chief Minister who has not vet obtained a vote of confidence. Thirc
point is that under the Constitution the Chief Minister is to be ascer.
tained in a session of the House and according to the Constitutio:
the person is yet to be ascertained by the majority of the members.
of the Assembly. At the relevant time it was pointed out that there
were 44 members of the Assembly and the majority would be 23
members. It appears to me that the people who reposed confidence
in the Chief Minister was 22, what would be your comment on that.
The fourth point is you had said very rightly that if you extend the
argument about elimination of a part of the elctorate and then if
vou extend it to the voter in Pakistan what would be the effect?
But supposing here the argument was that 1/4th of the electorate has
been eliminated, supposing one fourth of the electorate of Pakistan
were eliminated would that become a question of breach of
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Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: As far as the elimination of one fourth of
the electroate is concerned Mr. Chairman, we consider and we have
all the facts now almost that more than one fourth of the electorate
of Pakistan was eliminated by the prescription of identity cards but
it is not a breach privilege of the National Assembly. As to the
first question whether the Chief Minister had resigned, and second
question that the Chief Minister had not obtained the vote of
confidence and, therefore, was not competent to tender the advice
and third question as to the strength of the House and the validity of
this initial nomination, I will just make one submission Mr. Cahirman.
1 would certainly like to answer these questions and I would be
governed by your desire, for me to give an opinion thereon, but if
1 give an answer it may be reported, it will got to the Press as the
position of the Federal Government and of the Law Minister of the
Federal Government. The matter is subjudice, it will be mis-interpret-
ted outside that we are giving a position. I would not even like to do
that. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: I appreciate it.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: If you wan. I am in your hands but if
I give my position, it will be one side or the other of the matter that
is subjudice. Privately I can give it to you or to any member as to
‘what is my private opinion.
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Mr. Chairman: Ithink, I have heared in great detail the argu-
ments in support of admissibility and against admissibility. These are
very important issues. Some of the arguments were heard by me
directly.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Mr. Chairman, would you permit us to
add two more questions to the four questions.

Mr. Chairman. You have given seven areas of doubt already.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: I am not repeating the seven areas of
doubt.

Mr. Cahirman: Dr. Sahib, I will be grateful, if I can now
finish. You see we had a very long debate on this. As I said, some of
these arguments were heard by me directly, some of them were
heard by the Acting Chairman. It would not be proper that I give a
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hurried ruling on this. Therefore, I reserve my ruling on this point.

Now the next question is that in the next few days we are
going to have SAARC conference and many of the honourable
Senators have expressed the desire that they would like to break for
a few days. I would just like your suggestions Professor Sahib, there
was one proposal that we meet again on the 15th of January. Is that
acceptable to everybody ? The Law Minister, is that acceptable ?

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Yes.

Mr. Chairman: So, this House is then adjourned to meet or
15th of January, 1989 at 5.30 P.M.

[The House then adjourned to meet again at half past five of the
clock in the evening on Sunday, the 15th of January, 1989].
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