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AEROPLANES FOR THE CHIEF MINISTERS

108.  *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed (Put by Mr. Javed Jabbar) :  Will the Minister
Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state whether it is a fact that while in
June, 1987 use of large cars was discarded for the Prime Minister, the President, Chief
Ministers, Ministers, etc. special aeroplanes were sanctioned for all the four. Chief
Ministers of the Provinces over and above the availability of private planes for the
Governors ?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No special aeroplanes have been sanctioned for the four
Chief Ministers of the Provinces after June, 1987.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Supplementary, Sir. What about before June, 1987.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: = Sir, even before June, 1987, the Chief Ministers have not
‘been given any planes. The entitlement to an aircraft is of the Governors and not of
the Chief Ministers. '

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Can they share the aeroplane?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, if a request is made to the Governor and the Governor
grants that request then the aircraft can be used by the Chief Minister and anybody

- else.

Mr. Chairman: Next question—Prof. Khurshid Ahmed.
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INCREASE IN PENSION

109. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed (Put by Mr. Javed Jabbar) :  Will the Minister
for Finance and Economic Affairs be pleased to state the steps the Government is
taking to increase the scale of pension in order to enable the pensioners to overcomg
hardships created by inflation ?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Following pensionary benefits have been sanctioned
with effect from 1-7-1988:—

(1) Indexation of.pcnsion @17 per cent.

(2) Minimum gross pension of a retired government employee shall be Rs. 300
p.m.

(3) Family pension of widows which had ceased to be payable before 1-7-1983
and were revived from 1-7-1985 have been allowed all dearness/ad hoc
increases which would have been admissible if these pensions had not ceased.

(4) 1988-89 Budget has made a total provision of Rs. 5.535 billion for civil and
military pensioners.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Supplementary, Sir. Would the honourable Minister confirm
whether the Government has taken a decision to index certain allowances such as
housing allowance. This issue was raised recently in the House?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq : Sir, so far as pensions are concerned these allowances are
not relevant but so far as regular salaries are concerned, we have not yet indexed the
_provision of housing allowance. We have done it for conveyance allowance for ever.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Next Question—No. 110,

EVASION OF INCOME TAX

110. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed (Put by Mr. Javed Jabbar) : ~ Will the Minister
for Finance and Economic Affairs be pleased to stgte the total number of cases of tax
evasion registered and prosecuted by the Government during the last five years
indicating also the details of final decision in the above cases with yearwise breakup?
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Dr.Mahbubul Haq: The desired information in respect of Income Tax
Department, Central Excise & Customs Department is as under:— '

Income Tax:

S. No. Assessment Year No. of Tax - No. of cases  Final Decision
evasion cases prosecuted
registered
1. 1982-83 1 1 Pending in court.
2. 1983-84 2 2 Do.
3. 1984-85 nil nil
4. 198586 nil nil
5. 1986-87 nil nil
Total 3 ) 3

Central Excise:

S. No. Year No. of cases Details of final decision
registered/
prosecuted
1. 1982 . —_ —_
2. 1983 — —
3. 1984 ' 1 The Manager of the company was
convicted.
4. 1985 ' ] The case is’undcr trial in the court.
5. 1986 | | 2 The cases are under trial in the
court.
6. 1987 e —

7. 1988 e 1 The case is under investigation.
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Customs:

A total number of 1800 cases were registered under the Customs Act, 1969,
during the last five years. A number of 597 cases out of 1800 cases have been decided
whereas 1203 cases are still pending for decision before the courts of law. It is not
presently possible to give details of final decision of each case as it would take a long
time to collect such information from the field offices. However, year-wise break-up
of the cases registered and prosecuted during the last five years is as under:—

Year No. of cases Total No. of cases No. of cases
registered decided pending

- 1983-84 | 371 124 247
1984-85 416 181 235
1985-86 310 118 192
1986-87 419 Y T3
1987-88 284 83 201
Total 1800 597 1203

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Supplementary, Sir.

Does the honourable Minister wish to comment on the remarkably low number

of cases registered from 198287, does the Minister see anywhere abnormal state of
affairs?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, I agree with the honpurable Senator. The number
of cases which were registered under tax evasion and which have been prosecuted are
only three in the last five years. This is the system where we are revising it
fundamentally. As I have announced that a new Tax Ordinance will be there during
the course of this month and the cases will be prosecuted under that.  We believe that
there has to be a more strict enforcement of the Tax Laws of the country and more strict
prosecutions and this state of affairs that has been reported here in the past is simply
not acceptable for the future.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Supplem‘entary, Sir.

Mr. Chairman, while one appreciates the measures that he has taken in the
current budget, would he not agree that more specific measures are required to take
action against those officials and that system which-fails to initiate tax evasion cases
when it is well known that thousands of people in this country evade taxes?

>
©

"
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" Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, the proposed Ordinance which I mentioned and
which we shall be bringing out soon, contemplates equal punishment for the tax
-evaders and the corrupf officials.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Alunednﬁan Soomro.

Mr. Ahmedmian. Soomro: Sir, may I ask the Minister what action th;f_
.Government has taken against the Collector of Customs in the famous scandal rebate
involving crores of rupees at Karachi?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, there should be a separate question on that but I can
respond to it however briefly as I don’t have the specifics with me.  The case is being
investigated and T think the officer is at the moment under suspension. -

Mr. Chairman: 1 think, it requires a separate notice. Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Does the honourable Minister through the new Ordinance
contemplate some mechanism by which the very heavy backlog of cases since 1983-84
which are still pending, will they be expedited in any way? Will the Ordinance take
any measures to do this?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, there are about 40,000 cases at the moment which are
pending in the courts of appeal. Two measures were taken—one with the help of
" Ministry of Justice we are trying to increase the number of Income Tax Tribunals from
present three to actually thirty during the course of the year, though this expansion will
come a little gradually and not immediately. Secondly, we are having these 40,000
casesreviewed. We will see which are the most important ones they should be cleared
up and the others which should be settled out of court so that this backlog is
‘cleared. Thirdly, we are trying to difine a time period of two months within which a
case should be settled by the Income Tax Tribunals once the necessary expansion in
these Tribunals has been achieved.

Mr. Chairman: The answer to the question does not refer (o the 40,000
cases. I don’t know what we are talking about?

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, on page 3—the number of cases pending
for 1983-84 alone,247 cases are still pending.

Mr. Chairman: That is right..

Mr. Javed Jabbar: So, I was wondering how we would be able to overcome
that backlog?

Mr. Chairman: But the overall number of pending cases given in the answer is
1203 relating to Customs. The  Minister was referring to 40,000 cases
pending...... ' (Interruption). ’
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq : Sir, the situation there is, I should have clarified it, that answer

to question relates to the number of cases of tax evasion and the prosecution for

" that. It does not refer to the cases relating to the differences in assessment and which

are being appealed, and those are the cases as I said that there are 40,000 cases under
appeal, which are at the moment stuck up in the Tribunals.

Mr. Chairman: Right. Next Question—Mr. Mohammad Mohsiﬁ
Siddiqui—No. 111.

: Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, I have the answer to this question although the answer
sheet indicates that it has not been received, with your permission I would like to read

Sir.

Sir, the answer to (a) is Yes. That is that whether government has achieved
capability for nuclear power generation?

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Point of order, Mr, Chairmﬁn.
Mr. Chairman: Yes. .

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Since the answer has only been provided separately from

the printed list, may I request you under'the relevant Rule of Procedure to set aside

- time. That sometime be made available as a result of a Starred Question for

discussion because this question raises very substantive issues about nuclear energy

and I don’t think, Sir, that just one answer in this form can satisfy the many
supplementaries that will arise.

. Mr. Chairman: Well. Let the answer come on record then you can always
{raise questions about anything which is on record.
NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION

111, Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Will the Minister Incharge of the
President’s Sectt. be pleased to state:

(@) Whether Government has achieved capacility for nuclear power
generation;

) (b) If reply to (a) is in éﬂirmative, the details of nuclear-based power
projects, undertaken so far; and

() Whether Government has prepared any comprehensive plan to
exploit nuclear resources for power generation at larger scale to overcome problem
of energy: shortage?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : (a) Yes.'
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(b) Generation of power from nuclear energy resources has been given very
high priority in Pakistan’s Nuclear Programme. The PAEC has embarked upon a clerarly
defined plan of action to harness nuclear energy for meeting electric power needs of the
country. It has been operating the Karachi Nuclear Power Plant (KANUPP)
without any foreign assistance for the last 12 years, in spite of the complete embargo
imposed by Canada on political grounds on the supply of fuel, heavy water and spare
parts for this plant. The PAEC scientists and engineers, however, not only managed to
keep the plant operating safely by locally manufacturing a large number of spare parts
and assemblies, but also fueling it with indigenously fabricated fuel, using our own
uranium and other nuclear minerals. This has entailed setting up of a long chain of
such industrial scale operations as exploration for uranium, mining of ores, production
of uranium concentrate, its refining and fuel babrication etc. It may be mentioned that
all these facilities had to be planned, designed, set up and commissioned without any
foreign technical advice and entirely through the sustained efforts of the dedicated staff
of PAEC. These achievements have placed Pakistan among the 12 countries of
the world which have mastered the front-end nuclear fuel cycle. The Karachi Nuclear
Power Plant, eversince its commissioning in 1972, has generated over 5000 millions
kwh of electricity so far, meeting nearly 10% of the total electricity needs of the
Karachi grid.

Pakistan will need several nuclear plants to bridge the gap between demand and
supply over the next 15 years. With the realisation that despite maximum utilisation
of all the available fossil fuel resources and exploitation of additional hydro-power
potential, domestic supplies of energy will not be able to cope with the demand, and
that nuclear power will have to be introduced in a big way to overcome the shortage,
Pakistan has been making all out efforts over the last 12 years for purchasing more
nuclear power plants from abroad. This, however, has not been possible so far
because of the political strings attached and the insistance by the vendor countries that
Pakistan must sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) first.  An offer made
by France last year for the supply of a 900-MW power plant is being considered with
the understanding that the plant shall be operated under IAEA safeguards, but
without signing the NPT. The offer is, however, contingent upon satisfactory and
equitable resolution of pending dispute with the French Government over the
suspended supply of a reprocessing plant.. Negotiations are going on between both
the governments for finding a mutually acceptable solution of this outstanding
‘problem. ‘

Pakistan has, therefore, no choice but to go for indigenisation of its entire
nuclear power programme. The PAEC has developed a comprehensive plant of action
aimed at achjeving maximum self-reliance in the field of nuclear power as quickly as
possible. The PAEC already has acquired essential technologies for the exploration of
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uranium resources and other materials, production of uranium concentrate and oxide,
and manufacture of nuclear fuel elements, ready to be used in power reactors. At the
same time it has been decided to undertake the development of necessary infrastructure
for designing and manufacturing a large number of other facilities including nuclear
power plants.. However, it must be realized that acquisition of such high technology
facilities will require considerable time and money, specially in view of the prevailing
Anternational climate and the continuing unwarranted - embargo against Pakistan in
the field of nuclear technology.

Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui: Supplementary, Sir.

Would the honourable Minister be pleased to inform the House as to what was .
the contribution in this uranium refinement by Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission
and the Kahuta Reprocessing Plant?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, obviously I cannot give the technical details but I
wnuld like to inform the honourable Senator that in this preparation of nuclear fuel the
istan Atomic Energy Agency scientists have played a very significant role.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: May I, Mr. Chairman, request that the
answer is not very satisfactory. Has the Atomic Energy Commission any facility for
refining and reprocessing uranium?

" Mr. Chairman: They have. I am a witness to that. They have.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, under Rule 158 may I move that you
kindly allot half an hour for discussion on this particular question.

Mr. Chairman: Give a separate notice for that.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Right, Sir.

Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui: ~Sir, in part (c) of the reply, the honourable
Minister has referred to the nuclear plant which was supplied by Canadain 1972. He
'says that for 12 years they have been trying to run it. May I know during these 12
years how many months this plant has been working and how many years it has,
remained closed?

. Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, I would require fresh notice. I do not have this
particular detail but the fact is, Sir, that purely on account of our indigenous efforts this
. plantisin operation and as I have stated 10% of the energy requirement of Karachi is'
being met out of this plant.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: I would submit that this is not a new
question. It does not require new notice. It arises from your answer and you must
be equipped with it. I think you, Mr. Chairman, will agree with me. Although I
have hurriedly read it, you say in the reply that in 12 years you (referring to the
Minister) have been able to do this and this. I want to know whether this plant was
running for a couple of months or a couple of years and for how many years it has
remained closed because we know it as a fact (I reside in Karachi) that for most of the
12 years it has remained closed. Why this figure is not available with you? Thisisa
very important and a very sensitive question.

Mr. Chairman: [ think the operation of a power plant can be judged by the
total output. You may be absolutely correct that for years or for months the
plant may have been shut down but what the Minister has indicated, and I have
read the answer just now, is that over this period the plant has generated over 5000
million kwh of electricity. So, that is the total output and that is the total
contribution. As to what period of time it remained closed that certainly would
require fresh notice.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: And what is the total capacity of the
plant? Then you can judge how much percentage it has been working.

Mr. Chairman: Right.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Let him tell us at least how much is the
‘total capacity of the plant and how rauch is the production? Then we can find the
arithmetical proportion.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  Sir, I think the answer is clear on this. It says that the
Karachi Nuclear Power Plant ever since its commissioning has generated over 5000
million kwh of electricity so far meeting 10% of the requirements.

Mr. Chairman: Now what the honourable member is enquiring is the
utilization of the plant—for what period of time it has been working, what is the total
capacity and what has been the capacity utilization?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: For that T will require fresh notice.

Mr. Muhammad Mchsin Siddiqui: Then Mr. Chairman I will very humbly
request that this question may be deferred and he may come prepared because fresh
notices would not solve the matter. My question was very comprehensive in three
parts. The answer also gives some details but he should be equipped with other
details otherwise as my colleague Mr. Javed Jabbar has said.......

Mr. Chairman: If you are not satisfied with any part of the answer you are
always free to give a fresh notice of the specific points which have not been covered and
arise out of this answer. That is the correct procedure Mr. Siddiqui.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: If this is your wish I will do that but my
next question is that more than 16 years have passed, this period was good enough for
the Government to train our own engineers, to send them abroad for this training and
not only run this plant successfully but also embark on new nuclear plants. Why has
the Government failed to utilise these 16 years to train our own people and not to
depend upon the foreign persons? "

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  As far as the training of our own people is concerned that
process, of course, is going on all the time. T have indicated in reply to part (c) of the
question as to why we were not able to establish nuclear power plants over this périod
and it is because of the unreasonable demands being made on political grounds by the
vendor countries and it is for this reason that I have indicated also in my answer that
because of these grounds Pakistan has decided to go in for indigenization of its nuclear
power programme. This is not a simple matter. It is a process which will take
time. It needs training of people, it needs development of our own resources. Itisa
very expensive matter, Sir, and we are fully conscious of our responsibility i.c. that we
will have to rely on our own resources to bridge the energy gap between demand and
supply which we expect over the next 15 years.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: ‘Mr. Chairman, I seek your protection.
Mr. Chairman: I think you have asked more than three questions.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, [ have not been attacking the honourable Senator why
does he need protection.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: I seck protection because.....

Mr. Chairman: By protection what he means is indulgence.

Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui:.... Because there are so many words used but
no concrete information is being given. My question was different and his reply is
different. My question is that in 16 years why Government of Pakistan did not
arrange for sending our young scientists for training so that in these 16 years we would
have a couple of hundred people who would have manned this plant as well as would
have embarked on new nuclear plants. This is my question.

Mr. Chairrﬁan: If Thave understood the Minister correctly he has said that the
plantis being run 100% by Pakistanis whoave been trained specially for this purpose.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Sir, how many people have been trained?
Mr. Chairman: Now that requires a separate notice.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: The last question I will put because as, Mr.
Chairman, you will agree that none of the replies are satisfactory.
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Mr. Chairman: No, I do not agree to that but you go ahead and ask your
guestion. :

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Sir, on every point we have to give a fresh
notice. My question is; have any efforts been made by the Government to involve the
private sector so that the private sector by their own resources could bring the
technology as well as the facilities to meet this challenge for the nation about the energy
generation?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, in certain scctors the participation of the private
sector will be considered i.e. when the downstream industry is developed as a result of
our programme to indigenize our entire nuclear power programme but of course the
bulk of the efforts will have to be borne by public sector.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Is the honourable Minister aware that all
over the world it is the private sector which is generating, not the public sector?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, [ would not agree that all over the world it is the
private scctor.

- Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Generation, not the nuclear bombs. The
generation ‘of the electricity, it is in private sector.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, I do not agree with the honourable Senator on this
point.

Mr. Chairman: Let us move to the next question. 112 Mr. Muhammad
Mobhsin Siddiqui.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: As a matter of fact for this question No.
112 1 would request through you Sir, that since this report has come to me this morning
and this report must be studied before genuine supplementaries can be put, I have got
some supplementaries but they are just oft thy own knowledge. They may not be
correct because this book can give me the clues where the targets have been met, where
they have not beecn met and what has been the causes for not meeting these targets.

Mr. Chairman: So it should be deferred for answer to the next rota day.
Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui: Yes Sir.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: May I make a suggestion with your indulgence Mr.
Chairman. We have Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Planning and
Development under the able leadership of Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saced Qadir. It may be
even better Sir, if this report alongwith the Sixth Plan evaluation is fully discussed there
so that we can benefit from the views of the honourable Senators.
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Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui: We want to discuss it in the House.
Mr. Chairman: You want to keep this question (No. 112) on record.
Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui: Yes.

Mr. Chairman: Right. Then I think we can defer it (No. 112) to some other
occasion when he is rcady and has read the report. Next question Mr. Muhammad
Mohsin Siddiqui.

UNUTILIZED FOREIGN AID

113. *Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Will the Minister for Finance and
Economic Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) thetotal amount of grants and aid received from donor countries during the
last three years which has remained unutilized indicating also the reasons thereof;

(b) whether Government has any plan to utilize the unutilized foreign aid and
grant; and '

(c) the quantum of grant and aid and the countries from which these were
obtained by Pakistan during the current financial year?

Dr, Mahbubul Haq : (a) Therequired information in respect of total amount
of grants and aid received from donor countries during the last three years is given
below:—

$ Million
(i) Amount committed 2913 (ii—iii) will not equal to (i)
(i) Amotnt utilized 865 because of exchange rate
(iii) Un-utilized balance on 1-7-1988 2,289 adjustments.

An analysis of the un-utilized balances, carried out by the Economic Affairs
Division indicates that about 80 per cent of the un-utilized aid represents commitinents
which are not yet due for disbursement as per implementation schedule. The
remaining 20 per cent represents aid commitments which lagged due to slow
implementation of projects by the concerned ministries and organizations.

(b) The un-utilized foreign aid and grant stands fully allocated for financing of
projects and import of commodities as under:—

_ $ million
(i) project aid 1,852
(ii) commodity aid 437

Total .. 2,289
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(c) The required details are as follows:—

Country $ million

amount
Germany 7918
Italy 1154
Japan ' 3220
Nethcerlands 53.4
Norway 12.4
U.K. 6.3
U.S.A. 350.0
Czechoslovakia 38.0
Kuwait ‘ 2.5
Total 979.8

Mr. Chairman: Supplementary?

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: What action, would the honourable
Finance Minister inform us, has been taken by the Government against the officials who
were responsible for the lapsing and non-utilization of foreign aid?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, 1 would like to explain what the non-utilization of
foreign assistance means in this case; 80% of non-utilized funds are such that they
have to lay there for projects which will take 4 to 5 years to complete. As’ such non-
utilization does not mean non-performance. It only means that the time schedule is
such that they cannot be utilized immediately. It is true that about 20% of the funds
are such in the pipeline which can be utilized now according to the previous time
schedule and there the limitation has been the shortage or the inadequacy of domestic
resources in this question of mobilizing sufficient domestic resources to ensure that the
projects are completed on time.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: 1 would like the honourable Minister to
inform as to why these aids, grants and loans are not utilized through private sector
which can generate local resources.  Why are they being kept in government simply
because the public sector is unable to generate local currency and local resources?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, a number of loans and grants are also channelled to
development financial institutions like PICIC, IDBP, Agriculture Development Bank,
NDFC, Small Business Finance Corporations in order to be retailed to the private
sector and are utilized there. The question whether we should increase that
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amount to be channelled .to DFIs for utilization in the private sector is a pertinent one
and I certainly shall consider it. We already this year arc increasing lending through

- our Small Industries Corporation and Small Business Finance Corporation for which
an additional loan of 50 million dollar has been obtained from the Asian Development
Bank and we intend to also increase the role and scope of other DFIs.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: The question asks about the total amount of grants and
aid whereas the answer gives only a composit figure, would the honourable Minister
confirm that the percentage of grants received as part of aid has declined dramatically
over the past five years?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, it is correct that there has been a decline in the share
of grants and the total assistance that we have been getting I cannot lay my hands
precisely on the figures at this stage but if the honourable member is interested what the
trend has been over the last ten years, we shall be glad to place it on the table of the
House.

Mr. Chairman: Thank 'you. Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui.

Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui: Would the honourable Minister inform us
as some of these grants and aid are interest free and non refundable and most of the
loansare ona very low rate of interest, why 14% that 11 plus 3 percent is being charged,
why not these loans be given because they increase the cost of the project, the debt
servicing and it becomes a great burden both on the public sector as well as the private
sector, why the Government may not consider the desirability of giving these loans on
the same rates with service charges for the Government as well as for exchanges so that
they may be better utilized and sooner utilized and they may add to the progress of the
country.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq:  Sir, the Government has a re-lending policy according to
which the grants and loans are passed on to the development financial institutions at a
certain standard rate which is generally between 11 to 14% for various institutions,
irrespective of the cost at which the Government obtains these loans or this foreign
assistance and the reasons therefor are two-fold. One, we do wish to reflect in the
econorfy in general and in the private sector the real opportunity cost of these
loans. They should not be available at a lower cost than the domestic loans or
. otherwise it will only increase the tendency to utilize assistance from outside in
preference to utilizing or mobilizing our own domestic resources. Secondly Sir, the
Government also incurs a lot of loans on which it spends in the publicsector. Many
of these are for infrastructure, many of these are for those facilities that the industries
utilize, from which the Government is not getting a direct return and unless it gets an
indirect rcturn on the loans it channelled to the private sector, we will not have
sufficient funds to repay our debt liability.
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Mr. Chairman: Does it cover the exchange risk also?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: I am glad, you reminded me that it does cover the
exchange risk also.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Would the honourable Minister confirm that the net
transfer of aid, as a percentage of gross disbursements, has declined from as much as
56% ten years ago to as little as 13% in 1985-86; is that corrcct?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: That is correct Sir, that there has been a major decline in
net transfer of resources to Pakistan.  This shows that we are now in net terms less and
less dependent on foreign assistance and a lot of our current borrowing is to re-pay past
debtsand it is not really to finance our future development.

Mr. Chairman: Many of thesc issues as the Minister had suggested previously,
I think can be taken up for discussion in greater details in the relevant committees.
Next question.

Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry Sahib, Q. No. 114.

ALLOTMENT OF PLOTS TO PARLIAMENTARIAN

114. *Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry: Will the Minister Incharge of the
Cabinet Division be pleased to state:

(a) the names of those members of Parliament who were allotted residential or
Industrial and Commercial plots in Islamabad during the period from 23-3-1985 to
29-5-1988;

(b) the details (including area, purpose and name of the party etc.) of the
agricultural farms allotted during the above period; and

(c) the names of those persons from whom applications for the allotment of

plots had been received by the department concerned and were pending for decision as
of 29th May, 19887

»Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Names are given in the lists at Annexure ‘A’

(Residential) and Annexure ‘B’ (Industrial). No commercial plot was allotted to any
member during the said period.

(b) No agricultural plot was allotted to any member of the Parliament during
the said period.

(c) No application of MNAs/Senators for allotment of plots are pending with
CDA.
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Annexure ‘A’

LIST SHOWING THE NAMES OF MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT TO
WHOM RESIDENTIAL PLOTS WERE ALLOTTED DURING MARCH, 1985

TO MAY, 1988

S. No.

Names of Allottees

PN B LW~

L
12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

30.
31.
© 32
33.
34.

Rana Shaukat Hayat Noon, MNA.

Senator Sahibzada Ilyas.

Mr. Kunwar Qutabuddin Khan, MNA.

Ch. Muhammad Igbal, MNA.

Begum Ishrat Ashraf, MNA.

Syed Ali Asghar Shah, MNA.

Pir Muhammad Ashraf, MNA.

Ch. Amanullah Khan Badhrana, MNA.

Mir Muhammad Arif Jan, Muhammad Hasni, MNA.
Capt. (Retd.) Sanaullah, MNA. ‘

Ch. Muhammad Nawaz Bosal, MNA.

Malik Ghulam Muhammad Mujtaba Ghazi Khar, MNA.
Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai, MNA.

Mr. Dil Murad Jamali, MNA.

Lt. Col. (Retd.) W. Herbert Baluch, MNA.
Syed Ahmed Alam Anwar, MNA (offer only).
Mian Shamim Haider, MNA (offer only).
Raja Muhammad Afsar, MNA (case of double allotment).
Mr. Aman Ullah Khan Shahani, MNA.

Mr. Hameed Khan, MNA.

Haji Nadar Shah, MNA.

Maher Khuda Dad Khan Lak, MNA.

Haji Javed Igbal Abbasi, MNA.

Senator Muhammad Ali Khan Hoti.

Sardar Muhammad Sarfraz, MNA.

Nawab Amanullah Khan Sial, MNA.

Sycd Manzoor Hussain Shah, MNA.

Ch. Muhammad Bashir Randhawa, MNA.
Mr. Muhammad Abdullah Ghazi, MNA.

Mr. Feroz-ud-Din Ansari, MNA.

Mian Riaz Ahmed Khan Daultana, MNA.
Sardar Muhammad Jehangir Khan, MNA.
Pir Ali Gohar Shah, MNA.

Ch. Mumtaz Ahmed Jajja, MNA.
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S. No.

Names of Allottees

- 35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53,
54.
33,
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
6l.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
11
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

Agha Atta Muhammad Khan, MNA.
Mir Mehran Khan Bijarani, MNA.

Mr. Shahabuddin Shah Hussainy, MNA.
Haji Khair Muhammad Panhwar, MNA.
Mr. Muhammad Qasim Khan, MNA.
Mr. Yaqoob Khan Jadoon, MNA.

Mr. Seth Chiman Das, MNA.

Mrs. Rehana Aleem, Mashhadi, MNA.
Begum Bilquees Shahbaz, MNA.

Dr. Miss Noor Jehan Panezai, MNA.
Brig. (Retd.) Iftikhar-i-Bashir, MNA.
Brig. (Retd.) Muhammad Asghar, MNA.
Mr. Muhammad Akram Khan, MNA.
Pir Muhammad Sanaullah Bodla, MNA.
Nawab Yamin Khan, MNA.

Mir Nawaz Khan Marwat, MNA.

Mr. Atta Muhammad Marri, MNA.
Malik Abdul Rauf, MNA.

Sahibzada Muhammad Ahmed, MNA.
Allama Mustafa Al-Azhari, MNA.

Mr. Ghulam-ud-din Khan Marwat, MNA.
Begum Bilquis Nasrum Minnallah, MNA.
Mr. Gohar Ayub, MNA.

Senator Nawabzada Sheikh Muhammad Umar.
Mr. Fateh Muhammad Khan, MNA.

Mr. M. P. Bhandara, MNA.

Begum Salma Ahmed, MNA.

Mian Muhammad Asif, MNA.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Hagq.

Malik Muhammad Aslam, MNA. (offgr only).
Raja Muhammad Afazal Khan, MNA.
Ch. Muhammad Sarwar, MNA.

Mrs. Farrukh Mukhtar, MNA. (case of double allotment).

Shabzada Mohiuddin, MNA.

Mr. M. Ayub Khan. '

Senator Ishaq Baluch.

Mr. Proomal Kolhi, MNA.

Mr. Fazal Dad Khan, MNA.

Mr. Muhammad Saalehm Khan Khalil.*
Mr. Arif Hussain.

Sahibzada Noor-ul-Hussan, MNA.

Rai Sallah-Uddin Khan, MNA.'
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S. No.

"Names of Allottees

77.
78.
79,
80.
81,
82,
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93,
94.
95,
96.
97.
© 98.
99,
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112,
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.

Senator Zulfiqar Ali Chishti.

Magbool Ahmed Khan, MNA.

Senator Malik Gulab Khan. ,
Senator Malik Abdul Qayyum Khan.
Senator Muhammad Hashim Khan.

Mr. Ghulam Muhammad Ahmed Khan.
Pir Muhammad Sabir Shah, MNA.
Senator Abdul Majid Qazi.

Malik Saadullah Khan, Senator.

Rana Tanweer Hussain, MNA.

Maula Dad Khan, MNA.

Senator Hussain Bakhsh Bangulzai.
Senator Yousaf Khan Sasoli.

Senator Shah Muhammad Khan.

Mr. Ahmed Memon, MNA. (offer only).
Mr. Khan Muhammad Bhurgari.

Mr. Qamar-Ul-Zaman Shah Khagga, MNA.
Khawaja Muhammad Safdar, MNA.
Begum Sarwari Sadiq, MNA.

Sardar Masood Ahmed Khan Leghari, MNA.
Senator Syed Abbas Shah.

Syed Shahid Mehdi Naseem, MNA.
Senator Jan Karam Ali.

Senator Ghulam Muhammad Khan Mehar.
Senator Brig. (Retd.) Abdul Qayyum.
Maulana Muhammad Rehmat Ullah, MNA.
Mian Gul Aurangzeb, MNA. (offer only).
Mr. Bhagwan Das K. Chawala.

Mr. Guljee, MNA.

Mir Zafar-Ullah Khan Jamali, MNA.
Haji Fazal Manan, MNA.

Dr. Shafig Ch., MNA.

Senator Rasool Bux Lehri. (offer only).
Nawab Abdul Subhan Khan. (offer only).
Malik Nadir Khan, MNA.

Senator Malik Faridullah Khan.

Mr. Ghulam Muhammad Chishti, MNA.
Senator Malik Muhammad Ali.
Sahibzadi Mehmooda Begum, MNA.
Senator Asghar Ali Shah.

Begum Naseem Majid, MNA.

Rai Mansab Ali Khan, MNA.
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Names of Allottees

119.
120.
121.
- 122,
123:
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132,
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142,
143.
144.
145.

Mr. Muhammad Aslam Katchala, MNA.
Nawabzada Mazhar Ali, MNA.

Rai Ahmed Nawaz.

Prince Jan Muhammad Yousaf, MNA.
Senator Abdul Rehman Jamali.
Senator M. Munir Afridi.

Senator Habib-Ullah Memon.

Senator Engr. Muhammad Fazal Agha.
Senator Aman-i-Room.

Malik Mahboob Hussain, MNA.
Senator Ahmedmian Soomro.

Mumtaz Ahmad Tarar, MNA.

Ch. Amir Hussain, MNA.

Pir Shujaat Hussain Qureshi, Senator.
Ammanul Zafar, MNA.

Anwar Ali Cheema, MNA.

Senator Mian Amir Haider Qureshi.
Raja Shahid Saeed, MNA.

Senator Malik Inayat Khan Afridi.
Senator Khial Said Mian.

Mr. Islamuddin Shaikh, MNA.
Senator Malik Abdul Waheed Mehmand.
Haji Khial Shah, MNA.

Haji Noor Sher Khan, MNA.

Haji Gul Sher Khan, MNA.

Malik Umar Din Bungush, MNA.

Senator Pir Shah Mardan Sahab-II (Pir of Pagarah).

Annexure ‘B’

LIST SHOWING THE NAMES OF MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT TO
WHOM INDUSTRIAL PLOTS WERE ALLOTTED DURING MARCH,

1985 TO MAY, 1988.

S. No.

Names of Allottees

1.

M/s. S. S. M. Biscuits,
Owned by
Mr. Nawab Muhammad Yamm Khan

¢
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S. No. Names of Allottees

.‘3.. M/s. Electronic System,
Owned by,
Begum Salma Ahmed.

3. M/s. Gulmerg & Company,
Owned by,
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed.

4. M/s. Khokhar Corporation,
Owned by,
Mr. Muhammad Nawaz Khokhar.

5. M/s. Imran Food Products,
Owned by,
Mr. Mehran Khan Bajarani.

6. Mj/s. Paramount Engineering Scrvices,
Owned by,
Mr. Kunwar Qutab-ud-Din Khan.
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Off hand 1 would say Sir, that by mistake double allotments were made in two or three
cases which was a mistake and obviously they will not be giventwo allotments. Italso

appears Sir, that as far as residential plots are concerned no person was given more
than one plot.




970 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [Aug. 9,1988

-‘-"b"(f//" LJ/UHUL’ U"/uL_‘r

LSS B9 JI g S s
'—)Z i—d 1-'311;)()/’4—,-/))

el s iz cle

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No, Sir, I don’t think so. The detail of the persons
who were given these plots is given in this answer.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, apart from political patronage what were
the other considerations employed.  Because there are names from people who do not

belong to the then ruling party. Whether any special considerations in the allotment
of these plots were given?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No Sir, no special considerations, the applications were
received and the Chairman of thé CDA, of course, under internal instructions allotted
the plots in accordance with the laid down policy.
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"Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, the Chairman of the CDA is prcsumab'ly
-appointed by the President of Pakistan not by the Prime Minister, is that correct?

Mr. Chairmam:  No, no, that is not correct. Mr. Wasim Sajjad Sahib.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No, Sir, at that time the Chairman CDA was appointed
by the Chief Executive which was the Prime Minister.

Mr. Chairman: That is right. Next question, No. 115—Mr. Tariq Ch.
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IMPORT OF VEHICLES FREE OF DUTY BY CIVIL AND MILITARY OFFICERS

1.15. *Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry: Will the Minister for Finance and :
Economic Affairs be pleased to state the names and designations of those civil and
army officers who were permitted to import vehicles free of duty during the period from

SthJuly, 1977 t0 20th March, 1985, indicating also the name and model of each vehicle
separately?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq ::  The names and designations of civilian and army
officers who imported cars free of duty during the period from 5th June, 1977:-to 20th ,

“"March, 1985,are given in the statement placed below indicating name and model of
each car.

STATEMENT SHOWING NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS OF CIVILIAN AND ARMY
OFFICERS WHO IMPORTED DUTY FREE CARS DURING THE PERIOD FROM
5-7-1977 TO 20-3-1985

S. No. Name Designation Year Name and model of the
car
1 2 3 4 5
1. Mr. H. H. Amir of Bahawalpur Governor of Punjab. 1977 Mercedes Benz 2800CC.
2. Lt Gen. Fazal Haq Governor of N.W.F.P. 1977  Mercedes Benz 2800CC.
3. Lt Gen. Fazal Haq Governor of N.W.F.P. 1977 Mercedes Benz 2000CC.
4. Air Marshal (Rtd.) Rahim Chief of Air Staff. 1980 Mercedes Benz 240D
Khan. 2400CC.
5. Mr. Karamat Rehman Niazi  Chief of Naval Staff, 1980 Mercedes Benz 240D
2400CC. {
6. Gen. Muhammad Sharif. Chairman Joint Chiefs of 1979 Mercedes Benz 240D
Staff, 2400CC.
7. Lt Gen. Sarwar Khan. Governor of Punjab. 1979 Mercedes  Benz 200D
2400CC.
8. Vice Admiral (Retd.) A. R. Chief of Naval Staff. 1980 Mercedes Benz 240D
Khan. 2400CC.
9. Lt. Gen. Fazal Hagq. Governor of N.W.F.P. 1979  Mercedes Benz  280S
2800CC.
10. Admiral Sharif. Chairman Joint Chiefs of 1979 Mercedes Benz 200D
Staff Committee. 2000CC.
11. Lt. Gen. Rahimuddin Khan.  Governor of Baluchistan. 1981  Mercedes Benz 280SFL
2800CC.
12, Gen. Muhammad Igbal Khan. Joint Chief of Staff Com- 1980 Mercedes  Benz 240D
mittee. 2400CC.
13.  Gen. Muhammad Musa. General Retired. - 1980 Mercedes Benz 240D
2400CC.
14. Muhammad Anwar Shamim. Air Chief Marshal, 1981  Mercedes Benz  230E

2300CC.
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1 2 3 4 5
15. Lt. Gen. S. M. Abbasi. Governor of Sind. 1982 Mercedes Benz 280SEL
2800CC.
16. Lt. Gen. Fazal Hagq. Governor of N.W.F.P, 1983 Mercedes Benz 280SEL
2800CC.
~ 17, Lt. Gen. Gul Hasan. Lt. Gen. Retired. 1982  Mercedes Benz  280SEL
2800CC.
18.  Air Marshal Noor Khan. Air Marshal Retired. 1980 Mercedes  Benz  280SEL
2800CC.
19. Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan. Lt General (Retired). 1980 Mercedes  Benz 280SEL
2800CC.
20. Mr. HM.S. Choudhri. Vice Admiral (Rtd.). 1981  Mercedes Benz 240D
2400CC.
21. Mr. Muzaffar Hasan. Vice Admiral (Rtd.). 1981  Mercedes Benz 240D
2400CC.
22. Lt. Gen. Rahimuddin Khan. Governor of Baluchistan. 1983 Mercedes Benz 380SEL.
23. Lt. Gen. Ghulam Jelani. Governor of Punjab. 1984 Mercedes Benz 280SEL.
24. Maj. Gen. (Rtd.) Abdur President of Azad Kashmir. 1984 Mercedes Benz 280SEL.
Rehman Khan. A
25. Lt. Gen. Ghulam Jelani. Governor of Punjab. 1984 Mercedes Benz 380SEL.
26. Lt. Gen. Jehandad Khan. Governor of Sind. 1984 Honda Accord Acr.1598CC.
27. Lt. Gen. Ghulam Jelani, Governor of Punjab. 1984 Toyota Crown 1600CC.
28. Lt. Gen. Ghulam Jelani. Governor of Punjab. 1984 Mercedes Benz 280SEL.
29. Lt. Gen. Jehandad Khan. Governor of Sindh. 1985 Toyota  Crown  Royal
Saloon.

i 6P 1 e, ES o3 Iy e ol -

- ()

Uty Kot Lo ole s gz obdots

sl S SUsr S N oy -

_ . ) .
(:.mjrrff" oLy 'Zg:' .m/t.)’ ) o ¢ U.'.’}:‘f.'t-;«L?

S 1

4 L4

Zuﬂ’)tu/mj: ’~’j‘u!' 8 6/4%02‘5%._:«(;?
oy b W U oy 3




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 973

(J‘)‘“L—y’u&é’ < U:;”U"/.-"} éjﬁ:f : u,?;?g._«ta
L] ojo /
CI'-LZLL"//‘M-’ (o ‘7‘0(»4%,?; (4/ encroach =gy . -

4

(2

because these are meant for oral answers. U"/
s oo

Dr. Mahb;xbul Haq: [Ithink, it will be better to have supplementries because
there is a long list of names.

Mr. Chairman: But, if the member is asking for the names to be read

out, the questions are for oral answers then I think he hasa right to ask for to be read
out.
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq; Sir, the permission for import was given by the Ministry of
Commerce under the policy of the Government at that time which allowed the
Governors and Chiefs of Armed Services to import duty free cars. It was also the
discretion of the President to allow import of any such duty free cars. Sir, these
were imported under those rules.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Supplementary Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Javed Jabbar.,
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you Mr. Chairman. The question asks the names
and designations of civilian and army officers who imported cars free of duty and from
the list given out of 29 names it is only one civilian who had this privilege and that to the |
Amir of Bahawalpur. Would the Minister care to comment on the extraordinary-
weightage in favour of the Armed Forces?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, let me inform the honourable House of what the
policy of the Government has been.  Sir, following have been entitled to exemption of
custom duty and sales tax on import of cars under different regulations.

(1) President of Pakistan.

(2) Prime Minister.

(3) Governors of Provinces.

(4) Chairman Joint Committee of the Chiefs of Staff.
(5) Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces.

(6) Ex-Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.
(7) Ex-Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces.

(8) Vice Chief of the Army Staff.

In addition Sir, the President of Pakistan is entitled to exemption of customs
duties, sales tax on official cars as well as on one car; Cadalac or Linkon or Mercedes
450 SEL or equivalent of any of these cars for his personal use under Act No. LVIII of
1975, dated 28th July, 1975. Sir, these privileges were set on 28th July, 1975 under
certain Acts which have continued since then.
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq:  Sir, Idon’t wish to pronounce whether it was right or
wrong to do these things; [ can oniy inform the House that the various exeinplitis that
_have been given, have been guided by the Act of 28th July 1975 passed by the National
Assembly of Pakistan at that stage and various exemptions have been guided by that
Actand have been allowed under that Act.  As regards any specific case whether it fell
strictly under that Act or not, if a specific question is raised Sir, we can always éxamine

" that.
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, this is done not to me personally, if this is what the
honourable Senator implies, this was done till 1984, as this is made clear in the
answer.  But the specific question whether any particular person could have imported

more than one car Sir, that is something that I will have to get examined and report
back to the House.

Mr. Chairman: So, you require a fresh notice for this.
Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Yes Sir.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh:  Sir, I am really going to say the same thing. May I ask
this question that how do you justify that Lt. Gen. Ghulam Jilani gets four cars in 1984.
Was there no check ' whatsoever in the waste of these foreign exchange, very important
foreign exchange for Pakistan?

Mr. Chairman: No, I think what the Minister has stated is that if this was
according to rules then this was an entitlement to which the gentlemen availed of in
1984. But he has to look into this.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, I will have it examined, I think under the rules one car
was allowed irrespective of what use it was put to. It was allowed for personal
use. The rest may be for official use of the Governors’ office or the Secretariat and
they may have been allowed on specific basis but I shall have to check up as to under
what particular rule it was allowed.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro.
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Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro :  Sir, what are the conditions of allowing this that
the person concerned would not take part in politics.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: The Act of 1975 places no such restriction in that Act.

Mr. Chairman: Righl.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: May I point out that one of the members then of
Tehriq-e-Istiglal, an Admiral at Karachi was allowed because they all certified that they
would not take part in politics and on the same ground Air Marshal Asghar Khan was
not allowed because he could not give such an undertaking.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, I may point out that the name of Air Marshal Noor
Khan that appears on Sr. No. 18 after he retired but Sir, as to the individuals I think
specific questions can be raised and we can always check up on that but what I am
stating here is the policy of the Government and under that what entitlements were.

Mr. Chairman: Right.

Next Question—Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry.

EMPLOYEES IN GRADE 16 AND ABOVE IN ADBP

116. *Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry:  Will the Minister for Finance and
Economic Affairs be pleased to state the total number of employees from grade 16 and
above working in the ADBP with province-wise break-up indicating also the names,

designations, place of posting and place of domicile of the employees belonging to the
province of Baluchistan?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: The total number of employees from grade-16 and above
working in the Agricultural Development Bank of Pakistan is 3953 as on 30-6-1988.
Province-wise break-up of the officers is at Annexure-I. Names, designations, place

of posting and domicile of employees belonging to Baluchistan province is at
Annexure-II.

(Annexures have been placed in the Senate Library).

Mr. Chairman: Supplementary Question.
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, I assume the question is—as to what is the.....

" Mr. Chairman: Percentage of representation of the various Provinces in the
list given in Annexure-I.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Right, Sir.

Sir, the percentage is as under:

Punjab 54.43%
Sindh 21.32%
Frontier 13.60%
Baluchistan 6.65%
Azad Kashmir 2.74%
Northern Areas and FATA 1.26%
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Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: On a point of order, Sir.

Sir, placing the things in the Senate Library what do they expect that we should
again break off from here and go there and read that and then come back, why cannot
they supply us copies?

Mr. Chairman: [ think, according to the practice, copies of Annexures are
supplied 1o the member who is asking the question.  But for the benefit of others it is
placed on the table of the House. But the member, for example, in this case, Mr.
Muhammad . Tariq Chaudhry had asked the question and I think, he has the Annexures
also with him. They have been supplied to him.

-U‘ZU’&@:’-U‘L‘-’? : d/,;ugu'JujL,t?

Mr. Chairman: Next Question—Syed Abbas Shah No. 117.

INSTALLATION OF A TUBE-WELL IN G-10/2, ISLAMABAD

117. *Syed Abbas Shah: Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division
be pleased to state:

(a) the total cost incurred on the installation of the tube-well meant to provide
water to the residents of sector G-10/2, Islamabad; and

(b) whether it is fact that due to defective installation the said tube-well is not
functioning properly; and if so, the action, if any, being taken against the concerned
contractor responsible for the said lapse?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Nil, as no tube-well has been installed in Sector
G-10/2, Islamabad.

(b) Not gpp_licable.

Syed Abbas Shah: Shpplemcntary question, Sir.

0y

Is there any programme of installing a tubewell in G-10/2 because it is a big
sector?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, the drilling for two tubewells near sector G-10/2 is in
progress. The equipment machinery will be installed only if adequate quantity of
water is found to be available after development of the tubewell bores.

Mr. Chairman: Right.
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Syed Abbas Shah:  Sir, what is the present system of providing water to sector
G-10/2?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: ~ Sir, is it correct that Wafaqi Mohtasib has given

water is pumped out by machines and this system has been working fairly satisfactory,
so far.

Syed Abbas Shah: 1 have one more supplementary question.
Mr. Chairman: Yes Please.

Syed Abbas Shah: Sir, is it correct that Wafaqi Mohtasib has given

instructions that there should have been some overhead tanks constructed in sector
G-10/2?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, if the question is with reference to sector G-10/2, 1
don’t have any specific information available whether the Mohtasib has said that we
should have overhead tanks available, Sir. Then we have to say that if this is
necessary and if we have the funds and if it is feasible Sir, we will do it.

Mr. Chairman: Right. Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, would the Minister not agree that in view
of the fact that residents of Islamabad are obliged to complain to members of the
- Senate about their municipal and civic problems? Is the Government not .
contemplating the setting up of a democratically elected municipal body for Islamabad
which is a long standing demand?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No such proposal is under consideration of the
Government at the moment.

Mr. Chairman: But I think, there was a resolution passed by the House to that
effect. o

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, will the Minister confirni “that this
Government has not taken any note of that resolution passed by the Senate?

Mr. Chairman: Not to his knowledge at this stage.
Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Not to my knowledge, Sir. As I said, as far as [ am
concerned, the resolution of the House is not binding. It is considered by the . -

Government and if possible, they take action; if not, then they cannot take action.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, is it not binding for the Government?
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad: But the Islamabad .area is represented both in the
National Assembly and in the Senate.

Mr. Chairman: Now, these questions which are raised are really trivial
but I am allowing them for the simple reason that the Municipal Corporation of
Islamabad is not there and this is the only forum directly responsible for the

administration of CDA also where these questions can be raised otherwise ordinarily I
would have not admitted these questions.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Surely, Mr. Chairman, it reflects a very callous attitude on
the part of the Government because it has not been considering such a proposal.

Mr. Chairman: It may be so, but I think, that raises a separate issue.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  Sir, if this will satisfy the honourable Senator we wiil
consider such a proposal.

Mr. Chairman: Next question—Syed Abbas Shah.

SANITARY CONDITIONS IN G-10/2, ISLAMABAD

118. *Syed Abbas Shah: Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division
be pleased to state:

. (a) whetheritisa fact that there is no rubbish dump to deposit wastes in sector
G-10/2, Islamabad; and if $0,

(b) thestepsthe Government is taking to improve ‘sanitary conditions in sector
G-10/2?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Yes, instead of dumps CDA is providing modern
trollies in this sector.

(b) Trollies are being introduced as replacement of open dumping
places. Upto date five trollies have been placed at suitable places. About fifteen
more trollies are being provided in this area. These trollies are being assembled
currently and will be placed within the next fortnight.

Syed Abbas Shah: No supplementary questions.

Mr. Chairman: No supplementary questions. Next Question—Syed Abbas
Shah. .



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 981

STREETS OF G-10/2, ISLAMABAD

119. *Syed Abbas Shah: Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet
Division be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the streets of Sector G-10/2,
Islamabad are in a dilapidated condition at many places as such rainy water forms
pools in the broken portions of such streets causing great inconvenience to the

residents of the area if so, the time by which the repairs of these are to be carried out by
the CDA? .

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No. However, some of the roads in G-10/2 Sector are in

bad shape. These roads will be improved during the current financial year subject to
availability of funds.

Syed Abbas Shah: S+, definitely the roads have further deteriorated I agree
with the Chairman that these are really trivial questions but though these people are
Government employees they cannot go to the newspapers or to the media and cry for
their demands if there is no Municipal Corporation.  So, I will insist again and ask the
Minister that if this matter is taken up and a Municipal Corporation for Islamabad is
considered by the Government.....

Mr. Chairman: Right. Next question—Mr. Shad Mohammad Khan, No.
120.

DATA CONTROL ASSISTANTS

120.  Mr. Shad Mohammad Khan: Will the Minister for Finance and Economic
Aflairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the computer allowance of the Data Processing

Assistants has been raised from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1000 w.ef. 1-7-1988 in the 1988-89
.budget;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Data Control Assistants have not been given
any monetary benefit in the new budget, and if so;

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to
grant similar relief to the Data Control Assistants?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: (a) Yes.
(b) Yes

(c) Yes. A special allowance of Rs. 500 p.m. is being allowed to Cadres (BPS-
12), Data Control Assistants (BPS-14) and all data control staff upto BPS-14,
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Mr. Shad Mohammad Khan: Supplementary, Sir.

What is the difference between the duties of the Data Processing Assistants and
Data Control Assistants and why not they are given equal amount of allowance?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, all the staff upto grade 14 including Data Control

Assistants who were left out at the time of the budget are now going to be given the

same special allowance of Rs. 500/- per month. So, we have accommodated the
wishes of the honourable Senator already, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Next Question—Mr. Mohammad Raza Khan.
Mr. Shad Mohammad Khan:. On his behalf.

ALLOTMENT OF LAND TO MR. AND MRS. MOHARRAM

121. ‘Mr.-Muhammad Raza Khan (put by Mr. Shad Mohammad Khan): Will
the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that CDA has allotted plot No. 136 in Model Village

Poona Fagiran to Mr. Moharram son of Ata Muhammad, resident of Sumbal Korak;
and

(b) whether 12-1/2 acres of agricultural land has also been allotted to his wife
Zardaan in district Sahiwal as compensation?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Yes.

(b) Yes, but notascompensation. Theland was allotted prior to her marriage
with Mr. Moharram.

Mr. Chairman: No Supplementary question.  Next Question.

ALLOTMENT OF LAND TO MR. SARWAR

122, *Mr. Mohammad Raza Khan (put by Mr, Shad Muhammad Khan): Will
the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state:

. (a) whetheritisa fact that an owner/occupier of 4 kanals of land in Islamabad,
is entitled by way of compensation to allotment of 12-1/2 acres of agricultural land in.
the province of Punjab if his land is acquired in Islamabad federal territory;

(b) whether it is a fact that land and super-structure built thereon of one

Sarwar son of Qaim Din resident of. Sumbal Korak, was acquired by CDA, if so, its
details; and ‘
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(c) whether the said owner has been paid compensation for acquisition of his
land, if not,its reasons?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Yes, but not as compensation.

(b) Yes. An area of 2 kanals and 15 marlas of land and house No. 190 in
village Sumbal Korak were acquired from Mr. Sarwar S/o. Qaim Din vide D.C. CDA
awards dated June 15, 1962 and January 13, 1962 respectively.

(c) Yes. The owner was compensated as co-sharer alongwith his sister Mst.
Rahim Jan.

Mr. Chairman: No supplementaries. Next question.

ALLOTMENT OFLAND TO MST. ANWAR JAN

123.  *Mr. Mohammad Raza Khan (put by Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan): Will
the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisa fact that the house of one Mst. Anwar Jan W/o. Sher Zaman
R/o. Sumbal Korak had been taken over by the CDA; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that she has not been allotted any plot of land in

Islamabad in lieu thereof or given adequate compensation therefor as yet; if so, its
reasons?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Yes.
(b) Compensation stands paid to her. Since a joint permit in her/her
husband’s name for 100 kanals of agricultural land in the Colony District was

issued. She is not eligible for a residential plot in Islamabad.

Mr. Chairman: Next Question.

REHABILITATION POLICY FOR DISPLACED PERSONS

124. *Mr. Amir Abdullah Khan Rokri (put by Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan):
‘Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state;

(a) whetheritisa fact that the Government has formulated a policy with regard
to allotment of plots to the displaced persons of Islamabad; if so;

(b) whether the Govemment 1s prepared to place the said policy on the table of
the House; and
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(c) when the Government will implement the said policy?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) Yes.

(b) Rehabilitation Policy, 1984 has been placed in the Senate Library.
(c) The Policy came into force w.e.f. Ist October, 1984.

Mr. Chairman: No supplementaries. Next question,

ALLOTMENT OF PLOTS TO RESIDENTS OF SUMBAL KORAK

125. *Mr. Amir Abdullah Khan Rokri (put by Syed Abbas Shah):  Will the
Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state whether it is a fact that
CDA has allotted alternate plots to the residents of the village Sumbal Korak;
Islamabad; if so, the names of the persons who have been allotted alternate plots and
who have not been allotted such plots with reasons thereof?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: The preparation of lists containing the names of the
affectees of village Sumbal Korak, Islamabad,who have been allotted alternate plots
and who have not been allotted such plots is a time consuming job. In view of the
magnitude of work involved it is not possible to furnish the information asked for in
such a short notice. The desired lists are, however, under preparation and will be
placed on the table of the House at the earliest.

Mr. Chairman: Next question.
ALLOTMENT OF PLOTS TO R/O POONA FAQIRAN

126. *Mr. Amir Abdullah Khan Rokri (put by Syed Abbas Shah): Will the Minister
Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state whether the Government has
provided alternate plots to the affectees of village Poona Faqgiran. If so, the location
of these plots indicating also the names and total number of those affectees who have
not yet been provided plots and the time by which they same will be provided to them?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: The preparation of lists containing the names of affectees
of village Poona Fagqiran to whom the Authority has provided alternate plots
alongwith the location of these plots indicating also the names and total number of
those affectees who have not yet been provided plots, is a time consumingjob. Inview
of the magnitude of work involved it is not possible to furnish the information asked
for within the given time. The desired lists are,however, under- preparation and will
be placed on the tableof the House at'the earliest.

Mr. Chairman: Next question No. 128.
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, on Q. No. 127 I also had the answer from the
Ministry of Industries. :

Mr. Chairman: But with me it is written, “Transferred to the Industries
Division” '

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: = Sir, the Ministry of Industries did send the answer and |
was supposed to present it on their behalf but if it is raised I can deal with it now or it
can be done on the next rota day.

Mr. Chairman: [ think it should come on the next rota day because it would
need to be printed.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Right, Sir.
Mr. Chairman: Next question No. 128.
LOCATION OF NATIONAL SAYINGS CENTRE, LAHORE

128.  *Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : Will the Minister for Finance and
Economic Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the National Savings Centre .at Main Market
Gulberg Lahore, has a very small accommodation and is situated in a unsuitable place;

(b) whether it is also a fact that customers have not enough arrangements for
seating during the rush hours; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government for a suitable alternate premises?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: (a) Yes. The Centre is accommodated in three shops'
(area 710 sq. ft.) on ground floor of a Plaza. The space is not quite adequate,
particularly during rush hours and is not ideally situated.

(b) Seating arrangements falls short during the rush hours.

(c) The National Savings organization has been trying to shift the Centre to a
suitable place. Two premises were located but could not be hired due to substantially
higher rent demanded by the landlords. Rent ceiling is currently being revised by the

Ministry of Finance to enable this organization as well as many other to get suitable
premises.

May 1 add Mr. Chairman, that we are grateful to the honourable Senator to
bring the conditions of this Centre to our attention and we shall be taking corrective

action because it is correct that a Centre of this kind should not be located in the kind
of location it is at the moment.
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Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: May I point out to the honourable Minister that
this question was raised by me over a year back and at that time also it was said that it
was under consideration. Would not they consider giving more powers to the Head

-of that Organization of discretion in such cases to enhance the rent.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Sir, the rent ceiling has been three rupees persq. ft., and it
has not” been possible for many organizations to get their premises under that
rule.  We have recently reviewed it and we have allowed some organizations to rent it
at a higher ceiling and we shall be able to do that in this case as well.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: Thank you.
Mr. Chairman: Next question.

EMPLOYEES OF NATIONAL SAVINGS CENTRES

129. *Mr. Ahmedmian Soomfo: - Will the Minister for Finance and
Economic Aflairs be pleased to state;

(a) whether-the employees of the National Savings Centres put in the same
amount of work as employees of the Nationalized Banks; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Government
bring the employees of the National Savings Centres at par with the employees of other
Nationalized Commercial Banks in the matter of pay and allowances etc ?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: (a) The nature and amount of work performed by the
employees of National Savings Centres and that of banks is different from each other
and cannot be compared.

(b) There is no such proposal under consideration of the Government.
National Savings organization is an attached Department of Ministry of Finance
whereas banks are commercial institutions and have their different pay structure due to
their different nature of work.

Mr. Chairman: I think this brings us to the end of the Question Hour. The
rest of the questions would be taken as read.

-~

STAFF OF INQUIRY OFFICE G-6/1,ISLAMABAD

t130. *Nawabzada Jehangu- Shah : Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet
Division be pleased to state:

(a) the number of employees posted to and workmg at present at the Inquiry
Office of sector G-6/1, Islamabad;

t The Question Hour being over the remaining questions and answers were placed on the table of the
House.
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(b) whether their performance is being regularly monitz)red; if so, whether
authorities concerned are satisfied with their performance;

(c) the total number of quarters in sector G-6/1 with leaking roofs; and
(d) whether new electric fans have been provided in the quarters in G-6/1

Islamabad, during this year; if so, the number of such quarters and the procedure
followed in installation of such fans?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) 83 employees of different trades.
(b) Yes.

-(c) 237 quarters as per recent survey.

(d) Yes, 37. A physical and technical surVey is conducted and the fans

considered beyond cconomical repairs are replaced with new ones subject to
availability of funds.

METALLING OF STREETS IN ISLAMABAD

131, *Nawabzada Jehangir Shah: Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet
Division be pleased to state whether there is any proposal under consideration of the

Government to metal those streets of Islamabad which are in a dilapidated condition;if
so,when?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  Yes, on approval of the PC-1 of the ' scheme .and
provision of funds.

SANITAT;ION CONDITION OF G-6/1,ISLAMABAD

132, *Nawabzada Jehangir Shah: Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet
Division be pleased to state whether it is a fact that no arrangements for proper
sanitation and cleanliness in sector G-6/1, Islamabad exist; if so, the measures being
taken by the Government for the improvement of the said sector?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: No Arrangement for proper sanitation, cleanliness, refuse
collection and garbage disposal in Sector G-6/1 exist.

GRANT OF 20% SPECIAL ALLOWANCE TO NON-SECRETARIAT EMPLOYEES

133, *Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: Will the Minister for Finance and
Economic Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a special allowance of 20 per cent of pay has been
allowed to those Government servants who are working in Federal and Provincial
Secretariat; and :
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(b) whether there is any special reason why the said allowance has been denied
to employecs of the attached departments of the Federal Government?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: (a) Yes.

(b) To improve the quality of secretariat stafl and to provide an incentive to
them, as compared to field officers, the National Pay Committee, 1987, had
recommended that employees of the Federal/Provincial Secretariats be . given
Sccretariat Allowance. According to the Rules of Business, only Ministries/
Divisions constitute the Secretariat and therefore the benefit of Secretariat Allowance
could not be extended to the attached departments.

EXHIBITIONS ARRANGED BY PAEC.

40.  *Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: ~ Will the Minister Incharge of the
President’s Secretariat be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of exhibitions arranged by the PAEC so far in Islamabad
and other parts of the country during the last five years;

(b) whether the products displayed at these exhibitions were manufactuted
indigenously; and

(c) thetotalamount spent on organizing these exhibitions and on the import of
‘the exhibits if they were not of indigenous manufactured?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: (a) PAEC arranged two exhibitions, one cach at Lahore
and Islamabad during the period in question.

(b) All the exhibits and models displayed in both these exhibitions were
fabricated indigenously, mostly in PAEC Estts.

(¢) Actual expenditure incurred on the organisation of these exhibitions comes
to about Rs. 2.87 million, as follows:

(a) At Lahore Rs.  1824500.00

(b) At Islamabad Rs.  1046800.00

ALLOTMENT OF PLOTS TO ARMY AND CIVIL OFFICERS IN ISLAMABAD

43. *Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry: Will the Minister Incharge of the
Cabinet Division be pleased to state the names of those army and civil officers
including their dependents who were allotted plots in Islamabad during the period
from Ist July, 1977 to 20th March, 1985, indicating also the size and the names of
sectors where the plots in question were allotted?
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad: In reply to Starred National Assembly Question No. 933
raised by Haji Mohammad Yunus Elahi, MNA, during the last session of the National
Assembly the names of persons including army and civil officers to whom residential
plots measuring 600 sq. yards and above were allotted during 1970--1985 were
supplied and the lists of those allottees containing other related details are available in
the National Assembly Library and may be referred to. However, details of allottees
i.e.. army/civil  officers to whom plots of less than 600 sq. yard were allotted during the
said period are given in Annexure ‘A’ to ‘F’

{Annexures have been placed in the Senate Library).
ALLOCATION TO HBFC FOR BALUCHISTAN

" 69. *Mr. Abdur Rchman Jamali: Will the Minister for finance and
Economic Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) thetotalamount allocated by the H.B.F.C. for the construction of houses in
Baluchistan during 1988-89; and

(b) the reasons for discontinuing grant of loans by the H.B.F.C. in the province
o’ Baluchistan?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq: (a) There is no separate allocation of Provincial
quotas.  However, Rs. 18.9 million was disbursed in 1987-88.

(b) Housing finance in Baluchistan was not discontinued. It was only
suspended in May, 1988, just as in the rest of the country, due to exhaustion of funds,
and has been resumed in the first week of July, 1988.
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POINT OF PRIVILEGE REGARDING FULFILMENT OF AN ASSURANCE
ABOUT REPEAL OF P.P.O.

Mr. Chairman: Next we take up adjournment motions.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: point of privnlege Mr. Chairman, under the proviso to

Rule 61, I would like to seek your attention and the attention of the House to the fact
that on thc 10th of July, 1988, on Private Members Day when the House considered
and adopted a resolution on the repeal of the Press and Publications Ordinance, the
honourable Minister for Information was kind enough to state that the said
Ordinance, which he agreed was a black law, would be repealed within a month. Now
Mr. Chairman, today is the 9th of August, 1988. If we interpret a month in terms of
.numbers that month expires today and if we interpret it as being the 10th of August it
will expire tomorrow.  Therefore, I apprehend that an assurance given on the floor of
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the House may not be fulfilled. I am sure the intention of the honourable Minister is
an honourable one but am most concerned that no sign has taken place or has become
evident, that that assurance is going to be fulfilled. I, therefore, seck your comment on
this because I think itis a very major issue. It has seized the attention of the country
for the past 25 years and the representative bodies have also not been consulted, i.e. the
Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists, the All Pakistan Newspupers Employees
Confederation, even though this also was assured at that time

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Illahi Bakhsh Soomro.

Mr. Ilahi Bakhsh Seomro: Thank you, Sir. 1 think the honourable
Senator’s apprehensions are very wrongly placed. 1t is correct that exact period of
month is over but the matterisin process. It has been lingering on for the last 25 years
and my initial assessment that T will be able to get over all the governmental formalities
within a month was apparently not right.  Sir, the honourable Senator is also
incorrect in assuming that there has been no consultation with the relevant
bodies. We have had a number of mectings with APNS and CPNE and we have come
to an agreed draft.  Itis pending with the relevant Ministry which is the Ministry of
Law for vetting. [canassure him and I repeat my assurance that every effort is being
made by the Government to see that this Ordinance is repealed as soon as possible and
we are really working at a speed which is not the normal speed to come to a decision. |
have every intention to keep my commitment before this honourable House and 1
would request the indulgence of the honourable Senator; he should not be as precise as
a month is of 30 days. Sometimes in Government procedures it takes a little
longer. Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, if the honourable Minister wishes to
interpret a month liberally, it is his prerogative but to me a month is a month and
particularly where the law is a blacklaw I must point out that the representative
bodies of working journalists who have been at the forefront to ask for the repeal of this
law, who have gone to prison, who have borne lashes, they have not yet been consulted.

Mr. Chairman: lamafraiditis nota question of privilege and I do not want to
raisc a discussion on this issue right now.  You have raised the point and the Minister
has replied.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: But Mr. Chairman, you have not interpreted whether the
concept of a month is a month ar not.

Mr. Chairman: I think itis not for me todo that.  The concept of a month is
defined and you can take it.  If tomorrow there is a holiday or if the House does not
meet, under the General Clauses Act the month can be extended for the period of*
holidays. ‘At any rate, that is not the issue.  The issue is whether it is a question of
privilege and it has been raised in the right manner.  So, I don’t think it has been raised
in the right manner. ‘
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Sir, 1 have taken recourse to the proviso under Rule 61
which permits you to allow a member.

Mr. Chairman: That is right and I am not allowing it. This is what I am
saying.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, point of order. Iseck your indulgence; I
had submitted'anadjournment motion yesterday at 8.00 p.m. [ realize that the time
available is short .but I had submitted a request for being allowed to move it out of
turn. I presume, it has recached youby now...... -

Mr. Chairman: [ don’t think so, I have not seen anyone.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, [ submitted it at 8.00 p.m. last night. It
concerns the dismissal notices issued to 88 workers of “Mashriq ".

Mr. Chairman: Well, the Secretariat tells me that a notice is received but it

is notaccompanied by the document and the document has been received now.  So,
certainly it will take time.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: So, would you allow it to be moved now?
Mr. Chairman: After we have gone through whatever is there on the list at

present. Adjournment motions. Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro.

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

(i) ADJOURNMENT MOTION; . RE: DISMAL PERFORMANCE OF
PRINTING CORPORATION OF PAKISTAN

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: Thank you Sir.

I ask leave to make a motion that this House do adjourn to discuss a matter of
urgent public importance, recently reported in the ‘Daily News’ (evening) newspaper
of Karachi dated 30th July 88, regarding the huge losses incurred by Printing
Corporation of Pakistan whose accumulated loss as on 30th June, 1986, is reported to
have stood at 92 million rupees which has further risen on 30th June, 88.

Sir, 1 have based my motion on a report.

Mr. Chairman: Let me ask whether it is being opposed.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Opposed, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman: It is being opposed. But you may also consider that you
have given notice of another moticn also which deals more or less with a similar
problem.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : That deals with the other corporation, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: It dcals with other corporations  but the Government has
something like 89 and 112 corporations and if we start discussing them individually.....

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : Sir, I am referring to a specific corporation, not to
all the corporations. '

Mr. Chairman: Right then please go ahead.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : " The Printing Corporation of Pakistan has been
losing money eversince it was set up by the Government in 1969 and its accumulated
losses as on June 30th, 1986, stood at more than 92 million rupees or 88% of its total
equity. The irony is that when the PCP was formed nearly twenty years ago to
operate Government Printing Presses at Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi the rationale
given for its creation was that it would operate its presses on commercial lines and
unprove their efficiency. The PCP has been a consistant money loser despite
reportedly charging a mark up of 20 to 25% from customers on the cost of paper
purchased by the corporation. The mark up on paper has averaged about 15% of the
sales of the corporation. The PCP also sub-contracted work to private
presses.  This sub-contracted work was also marked up by 15 to 20% over its actual
cost in the bills submitted by the PCP to customers. Since all the PCP clients were
government : departments the financial burden from the mark ups ultimately had to be
passed on to the national exchequer. The PCP’s Lahore Press, located at Urdu Bazar
on a 8,000 yards plot of land worth an estimated 40 million rupees current market
price, is housed in a very dilapidated building and the machinery is old and
outmoded. The use of such a valuable piece of real estate for the installation of a
small press is obviously not a sound commercial proposition. The PCP also suffers
from several managerial weaknesses. Its recovery of dues from its customers is
unsatisfactory. Tradedebtsason June 30, 1986, exceeded rupees 67 million. These
included amounts relating to fiscal year 69-70 onwards. Over 60% of the amounts
owed to PCP date back between 2 to 15 years. Another PCP’s weakness is excessive
loss of production due to ineffective checks and controls.

Mr. Chairman: Soomro Sahib, this is a statement of fact which you have read

out but you have not explained how this motion becomes admissible as an
.adjournment motion.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomroo :  Sir, it involves such a large amount of public
money and is running into losses day by day.
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Mr. Chairman: You can discuss the affairs of this corporation or for that
matter of any other corporation on the basis of some other motion or on the basis of a
resolution but pleasc explain how it becomes an adjournment motion which deals only
with matters which havce arisen suddenly, emergently and not something which has
been continuing from year to ycar and from period to period because that alone would
be admissible as an adjournment motion.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomroo : Right, Sir.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, may I wish to remind the member that |
have filed a motion under Rule 194 to discuss the report on the performance of the

government  sponsored corporations which has been placed on the table of the:
House.  Perhaps we could take this up then.

Mr. Chairman: Earlicr than that I think there was a notice given by Prof.
Khurshid also which has raised the same issue that the performance of the government -
sponsored corporation should be discussed by the House. Now, these motions, |
think, the one which Mr. Ahmedmian - Soomro has raised just now and the next one
which deals with the losses suffered by the Trading Corporation of Pakistan and the
Rice Export Corporation and CEC, I think, they can all be, unless it becomes too
bulky, discussed separately under Rule 194 or on the basis of a resolution.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomroo : Do you permit me to move it. Sir?

Mr. Chairman: No. Butthe question is that if it is not admissible even if you
move it, it would serve no purpose.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomroo: Sir, [ think, if we discuss although it would be a

very lenghty affair and these are places, I mean, look at the 1.87 billion loss, what are
these corporations then for? 1 thought we would bring this to the notice of the
Minister.  Let us sce what he has to say, it is not a small amount.

Mr. Chairman: Thatis quite truc but I think the Minister can also throw some
light on this. But since the issuc is not one of losses, the issue is of the overall

performance, the efficiency or performance, the policies followed by the Government,
the price fixation etc.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: He won't throw any light, he takes it lightly.

 Dr. Mahbubul Haq: [ assure the honourable Senator that I shall try to bring
whatever information I have at the disposal of this honourable House. Sir, so far as the
alleged losses of Cotton Export Corporation, Rice Export Corporation and Trading
Corporation of Pakistan are concerned, first of all I would like to clarify thatin 1986-87
the only corporation that expericnced losses was the Cotton Export Corporation and
not TCP or RECP. In fact the TCP had a gross profit of 46 million and a net profit
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after taxes are deducted 27 million and RECP had a gross profit of 39 million in 86
calendar. year and 34 million in 87 calendar year before taxation. So, this needs to be
clarified first that RECP and TCP have not been in a loss but they have made profit
during the year that has been reported in the press. Sir, the Cotton Export Corporation
did incur a loss of 199 crores during 1986-87 and the reason was that the international ,
price of cotton fell very low,at one time it was between 20 Cents to 24 Cents per
Pound. Our domestic support prices at that time were roughly about 40 Cents per
Pound as translated in international prices. And as such since we are committed to
support a price to the grower and the Cotton Export Corporation paid them a price of
around 40 Cents per Pound and they could dispose of their stocks in the international
market at much lower price and thus sustained the loss of 199 crores that year. May 1 also
brief the House that subsequently in 198788 when the International prices went up,
.there was a profit of around 400 crores that the CES would be making. Sir, these losses
and profits are a necessary part of the stabilization policy of the Government and the
support price that is given to the farmers and they should not be mixed up or confused
with operational efficiency or in efficiency of the CEC. We do recognize that we have to
improve the operational efficiency and the structures of all corporations and we are
working on that but this particular loss does not come under that heading and I did
wish to clarify this to the House.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. 1 think the sense of the House is that the
performance of the public sponsored ort government sponsored corporations should,
atsome stage be discussed. 1don’t think we can discuss all the 98 or 112 whatever the.
number of the corporations is, but if the House would select say six or ten or twelve not
more than that corporations which they would like to bring under discussion and
focus attention of the House on the performance of those then [ think, my suggestion
would be that you agree to a discussion under Rule 194 on those selected  corporations.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq :  We shall be glad to do that Sir.

- Mr. Chairman: Right.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: We will also examine it in the Standing Committee
concerned Sir.

Mr. Chairman: - Of course, you are always free to do that.

Mr. A}uﬁedmian Soomro : Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Next Adjournment Motion No. 98, Ir. Bisharat Elahi.
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(i) RE: ENTRY OF ABOUT 5000 "AIDS’ PATIENTS IN KARACHI

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: [ would request that the House be adjourned to discuss a
matter of great national importance arising out of a press report that five thousand
AIDS victims from Tanzania and Nigeria have managed to enter Karachi. Sir,
AIDS is a killer and there is no known treatment for it. The entry of such a large

number of persons suffering from AIDS is a matter of
Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed?
Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani: Opposed.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: In case the newspaper or the press report is incorrect Sir,
then perhaps there may be some justification for the Minister in opposing it, otherwise
if the newspaper information is correct there can be absolutely no justification for the
Minister in opposing it.  Because I have already said that AIDS is a kilier and there is
no known treatment for it and the number of persons who have entered according to
the newspaper report is 5000. That is a very large number by any standard. The
known cases or the registered cases of AIDS in the world today according to one of the
very recent papers was about 150,000 but perhaps even that is not correct and AIDS is
most prevalent in Africa where in some of the countries especially Uganda it has been
said that 50% of the population is suffering from AIDS and all these countries are
nearby Uganda borders with Tanzania, Nigeria. I am inclined to believe that the
incidence of AIDS in Africa is extremely high and one should always suspect
that a person from Africa may have it. And if the other thing which according
to the newspaper is that the ladies who have managed to enter with this group whether
they have come in one group or they have come over a period of time, I am not very
certain, neither is the newspaper very clear about it but these ladies are involved in
selling drugs or in drug trafficking.  Sir, perhaps the Minister knows that there is a
distinct link between AIDS and drug addiction, especially drugs which are being
administered by injections and there is quite a high incidence of drug addiction in
Pakistan. The two of them taken together, I think, is a matter of grave
concern. Thank you Sir.

Mr. Chairman: What can be in your opinion the reason for 5000 of these
patients from two countries to make a bee line in all the world for Pakistan?

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: As I have said Sir, if this information is incorrect then
perhaps I may be sort of over reacting to it.

Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani: Sir, let me make the position clear. The
newspaper report is not only incorrect but it is misleading also and has created a lot of
misunderstanding and chaos among the public. 1 do not know how they have based
their report and on what facts because the actual cases so far reported are 17 in all and

grave concern for the people of
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previously a question was put before this House and even in that answer a number was
reported 17.  As far as the AIDS itself is concerned Sir, it is a disease which has no
cure, I agree with the honourable Senator, and the Health Department in Pakistan is
very much alive to the situation. We have already taken some steps not for the cure
but for the health education and how best we can do to contain the situation. As far
as the 17 AIDS victims are concerned Sir, six of them were critical cases out of which
four have already died. One is in a hospital in Karachi and the six persons are under
the medical treatment in Kohat. The rest eleven of them are non clinical cases. Sir,
out of thesc 17 cases so far reported only two were Tanzanians and there was no
Nigerian AIDS patient as such. Therefore, Sir, I don’t think the situation is that
alarming as reported by the newspaper.

I would also request the honourable Minister for Information and
Broadcasting to kindly see to it that no such disinformation is brought for the public at
large because that creates a wrong impression.  This is for the moment what we have

for the information of the House and we have already moved a summary and we have
requested the honourable Minister for Finance to provide certain funds because we
have some plans in this regard and we intend to implement those plans in the near
future.

Mr. Chairman: So, drop shot of your statement is that the motion is based on
incorrect facts, if that is the situation, Dr. Sahib, would you persist with your motion or
not press it.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Well Sir, perhaps if I am over reacting to this issue 1
believe the Minister is under reaction to it.

Mr. Chairman: That is not the point. The point is actually whether this
report is correct or not and where facts are denied by Government ordinarily in these

matters that statement is taken to be correct.  So, I think, there would be no room for
admitting this.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Perhaps you are right Sir, I agree with you but can I say
something? .

Mr. Chairman: Yes please.

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Sir, the least we can do at this stage is to examine the blood
of all donors before it is transfused into other patients and the second suggestion that |
have is that all known drug addicts should be examined—their blood should be
examined for AIDS. Thank you Sir.

Mr. Chairman: [am sure the Minister would take note of this and with regard
to this news item also instead of relying on the Information Ministry, your’s is a
technical Ministry very competent to refute this on your own and please issue a
contradiction to allay the apprehensions and fears in the general public.
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Point of Order. Sir, is it necessary that the Minister
should use the forum of the Senate to request the Information Minister to give
publicity for a certain thing?

Mr. Chairman:  This was exactly the point I had in mind and [ requested him
to issue a contradiction on his own. Janab Bangulzai Sahib.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Javed Jabbar,

Mr. Javed Jabbar: May I invite the attention of the honourable Federal
Minister for Finance to the points raised by Dr. Bisharat Elahi. I think, unless
emergency financial grants are provided to the Ministry of Health and the Provincial
Governments the kind of testing facilities that he is advocating cannot be implemented
and that is the key to the whole question whether the Government will move fast
enough in view of gravity of the threat of this disease.

Mr. Chairman: But | don’t think that those tests are all that expensive. Dr.
Sahib.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq:  Sir, I would like to assure the honourable House that we
shall immediately place the adequate funds at the disposal of the Ministry of
Health.  This is the kind of disease which is very serious. We do not wish that there

should-be any spread of this.  Whatever is needed for this purpose will be immediately
provided.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Next—Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry—
No. 100.
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Mr. Chairman: [ think, if they want the Minister to be present, these can be:
deferred till such time that the Foreign Minister is himself present in the House.

Well, this brings us to the end of the adjournment motions. We can take up
the next item on the agenda.
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DISCUSSION ON THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO THE HOUSE ON
20-7-88

Mr. Chairman: Discussion on the following motion moved by Mr. Wasim
Sajjad, Minister for Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, on 2nd August, 1988:—

“This House expresses its deep gratitude to the President of Pakistan for
his gracious Address to the Senate of Pakistan on the 20th July, 1988,

On the last occasion, we said that the amendments if any should be moved
and we have received an amendment which has been circulated to the House. | think,
Mr. Javed Jabbar can move his amendment now formally.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I move that after the figure 1988, the following words be added:

“But regrets that in the course of this Address there has occurred a serious
mis-interpretation of the Constitution concerning the binding obligation
in Article 224(2) that elections be held within 90 days of the date of
dissolution of the National Assembly™

Mr. Chairman: The amendment moved is:

“That after the figure 1988, the following words be added:

But regrets that in the course of this Address there has occurred a
serious mis-interpretation of the Constitution concerning the binding
obligation in Article 224(2) that elections be held within 90 days of the
date of dissolution of the National Assembly”.

I believe, it is being opposed. What I would suggest is that together with your
amendment you can also speak an the main motion if you (Mr. Javed Jabbar) so wish
because this was the practice we adopted previously and as far as the debate is
concerned that would be disposed of together except that the amendment may have to
be put to vote separately and the main motion separately.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. :‘{’/‘l#?)u'lu?:’

Mr. Chairman, in moving an amendment to this motion, I do so with
considerable regret and reluctance. Regret because in my view the office of the Head
of State of any country must be above controversy. Because the Head of State
represents the continuity of the State even though Governments may change, political
parties may enter or leave office, the Head of State symbolically represents the
permanence and dignity of the State itself. Therefore, in moving an amendment to

a
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what is really a ceremonial motion of thanks and also a parliamentary device to initiate
a debate, regrettably one has to take issue with the persondelivering the Address to the
House because of the extraordinary circumstances in which our country has lived for

most of its 40 years but most particularly during the tenure of the present occupant of
“that office of Head of State.

I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the Address presented in the House on the 20th of
July has to be seen in the context of what came before the 20th of July and what has
come after the 20th of July, it cannot be seen in isolation. Itisan Address that is self-
contained. Itisattendant to that Address as a whole process of actions, of omissions
which have to be looked at, if we are to do justice to this motion moved by the
honourable Minister and when we look at the situation in our country before 1977
which is a crucial - date we notice that strangely enough a civilian popular
government, extremely controversial of course, had to its credit taken the decision to
call party-based elections well before they were constitutionally due.  The ironyis that
the Government before 1977 could have, if it wanted to call elections in 1978 or indeed -
seck a constitutional amendment and prolong its tenure by another year such as has
happened in Sri Lanka but a Government that has been very harshly criticised for some
ofits authoritarian tendencies and some of its gross political mistakes, also, we must
acknowledge was willing to face party-based elections and it called it well ahead of time
and it lived through the fire and the agony of the cvents between March and July, 1977
and then came of course Sth of July and one need not go into the details but except to
point out that the Address of the 20th July has to be seen in the context of the what has
happened to the Constitution of Pakistan since it was adopted unanimously in
1973. Before July 5, 1977, already as we know seven amendments had been moved to
that Constitution and certainly some regrettable provisions had been included into the
- Constitution by which the Government, the executive arm of Government acquired an
unhealthy degree of control over the independence of the judiciary, and certainly the
original 1973 Constitution does contain the flaw by which the Head of State was
reduced to a person whose signature could not be relied upon unless it was
countersigned by the Prime Minister which is certainly not a dignified way of
representing the Head of State in uny Constitution and therefore, the Constitution of
1973 certainly deserves to be amended whereas time goes by we discover flaws.  Butin
our case what has been happening to the Constitution since the Sth of July, 1977 is not
what normally happens in countries where from time to time one amends the
Constitution to take note of changing circumstances.

In our case, I mean, just to recount in 1977 on the Sth of July after suffering
seven amendments the entire Constitution was put into abeyance, a kind of cold
storage, deep freeze of the soul and the soul of Pakistan remained in the deep freeze until
as you know the lifting of the Martial Law on the 30th of December, 1985 when thatsoul
was only partly revived. In 1981—83, we must remember Mr. Chairman, that despite
the Supreme Court verdict in the Nusrat Bhutto case which very clearly gave a very
limited kind of interpretation to the abeyance of the Constitution, by no stretch of the
imagination could the Supreme Court verdict in the Nusrat Bhutto case be taken to

-
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“assume that you could blay with the Constitution or keep it in deep freeze for 8 years

that was not the thrust of the Supreme Court judgement and yetit was done and finally
we were given the gift of the Provisional Constitution Order which was a complete
defiance of the Supreme Court Judgement and 1am very glad that theré were members of
the Supreme Court and the High Courts who stood up and said that they refuse to take
fresh oath of office under a mutilation of that Constitution. In 1984, there was a
further tampering with the Constitutional process in my view because a referendum
was held and virtually unknown in constitutional history the name of a particular
individual was made part of a Constitution. We have been with these actions done
and undone to the Constitution and yet we accepted it.  We said that for the sake of
national unity and faced with so-called external threats we shall accept.

Then, came February 1985, when again a whole set of very substantive
amendments to the Constitution were conducted and the people of Pakistan and the
leaders of Pakistan—one admires their patience and their tolerance—are willing to
accept in tampering with the solemn document of the Constitution because they felt
there was a ray of light that now at least we might be able to come out and vote. Even
though the decision to hold the polls on a non-party basis even in February, 1985 was
anti-constitutional, I pay tribute to the people of Pakistan that even then over 50% of
the people went out and voted out of sheer desperation. They wanted to express their
basic inherent commitment to democracy. This illiterate nation of ours, this ill fed,
under-employed, badly led country of ours still has these golden ideals in its heart of
hearts, whether we are poor or impoverished, I think the people of Pakistan are one of
the great nations of this earth because under the most repressive violations of the
Constitution they are still willing to stand up and say we believe in democracy and we
do not want to break up the country butdo not test our patience unduly, do not assume
that simply because we are complacent, we are not running riots in the streets, do not
mistake this for what it has become fashionable to say, “‘what has happened to the
nation of Pakistan; we have become apathetic, we are indifferent”. I do not agree
with this. [ think the nation is simply going through a deep sense of shock and out of
that sense of shock one day will come a certain re-assertion of what are the rights of the
people—the rights of the people being the sanctity of the Constitution.

Now the sanctity of the Constitution, Mr. Chairman, in the light of the Address
by the President of Pakistan on the 20th of July, 1988, becomes particularly relevant
when we read even the ceremonial wording of the motion which says:

“This House expresses its deep gratitude to the President of Pakistan for
his gracious Address to the Senate of Pakistan on the 20th July, 1988".

Now, I agree that you have got to use the words like ‘deep’ and ‘gratitude’ and so
on. It fulfils certain ceremonial aspects but the point at issue is that we have a
situation where that office is occupied by an individual who also is the Chief of Army
Staffand I would dare to submit that this Address could be viewed as an Address by the
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Chief of Army Staff to the Senate of Pakistan equally. One has the right to view this

Address not as an address by the President of Pakistan but as an address by the Chicfof
Army Staff. -

Mr. Chairman: Let me remind you that the Address was under Article 56(1)
and itis only the President who has the privilege of addressing the House not the Chief
of Army Staff, however, otherwise he may be placed. Please proceed.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: [ understand that Mr. Chairman, but in the context of
reality if a person is occupying a most sensitive position I, at least, am entitled to view
that address in a dual capacity and since the person traces the occupancy of that office
by virtue of the fact that he is the Chief of Army Staff onc has to read the Address in
that light.

As 1 said at the outset I do not wish to unduly make that office coritroversial but
these are the facts thathave to be unfortunately faced at the risk of unpleasantness and at
the risk of much lack of perhaps grace because it is in the answer to that riddle that we
might find the clements that we are searching for.  How do we preserve the sanctity of
the Constitution when that office continues to be occupied by a person already holding
another position because it is that position that exerts the ultimate authority of might
overright. [ mean, if we are talking about constitutional values about democracy, if
we say that we have restored fundamental rights on the 30th of December, 1985, we are
at the same time not accepting that ‘right’ prevails. We are de-facto accepting that
whether our State is a Muslim State or not a Muslim State, what ultimately matters is
who holds the power. Now are we condemned to live with this reality or can we
change this reality? That is the question. Itis a question that goes beyond, I think,
the position of whichever party happens to be in power.  The present political power
system may arrange and re-arrange itself and we may get new permutations out of the
Muslim League or new formulations but this basic truth cannot be avoided and
ultimately if not now our children’s generation will have to face that
question.  Therefore, 1 believe that this Address by which certain set of
interpretations were made to the Constitution have to be examined in that historical
and specific context.

Now, Mr. Chairman, why does one submit that the Address of the 20th of July,
1988, is a serious mis-interpretation of the Constitution. In fact, you might recall that
I have already tried to move two motions of breach af privilege on that very
Address. Inyour Chamber, however, you have felt it wise to refer them back to me to
ask for further clarifications and I cannot answer those in the House but let me submit
that my views are based on the very simple thesis that Article 224 (2) of the Constitution
is a binding and a definitive article. The nature of the 1973 Constitution was so well
probed and so well analysed by all segments of national opinion that if at that stage
political parties felt that you could interpret holding of the election date nebulously or
vaguely do we think that parties like the National Awami Party of the time or the other
parties represented in parliament—Jamaat-e-Islami and all the other opposition
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parties would not have pin-pointed some clause and said let us not allow this leverage,
this scope manoeuvre by the Head of State to interpret or mis-interpret as to whether
the clection should be held within 90 days or not held within 90 days. No. 1, there was
no such provision made by the framers of the original 1973 Constitution.

Now, we come to 1985 with all the amended versions of the Constitution. What
the action reveals is actually sheer human oversight.  I'mean even though the persons
who are credited with being the legal advisers on the drafting and the amending of the
Constitution are supposed to be very astute legal experts, I think, they actually slipped
up because after all they are human beings and you can only be clever upto a certain
point.  You cannot be clever with the truth indefinitely. I think this is one human
error by a great set of experts who simply did not realize that if they wanted to give an
escape clause to the Head of State or if they wanted to have a provision which could
allow scope for manoeuvre they should have had an cnabling Article and not the
Article whether it says:

“254.  When any act or thing is required by the Constitution to be done
within a particular period and it is not done within that period, the doing
of the act or thing shall not be invalid or otherwise ineffective by reason
only that it was not done within that period”.

Thatissimply functional. For example, a letter which is supposed to be signed by the
Head of State is notsigned on time, does not invalidate the entire process. In that case
they would have allowed for a very specific article saying that in special circumstances
of national emergency or in extraordinary circumstances the Head of State may
exercise his discretion in extending the date for elections beyond 90 days to a maximum
of say 180 days or 200 days. This would have been the logic of the constitutional

“amerldments and the framing of the original Constitution because you find in this
Constitution time and again so many small, relatively petty matters have been made
part of the Constitution. I mean even the basic fundamental rights of the people of
Pakistan have been made subject to an extraordinary set of qualifications which is very
difficult to find in other Constitutionsthat even the freedom of speech is made subject to
the order, subject to morality, subject to the public interest, subject to religion, subject
to this subject to that which allows of course our beloved constitutional experts and
those in power to interpret or misinterpret even that basic freedom of speech. So,
when they did not allow the Head of State to find any kind of manoeuvre for that 90
day period it meant either that they did not intend for such scope to be allowed that it
would be against the spirit of the 73 Constitution or it reflects pure human oversight
and lam glad that that ‘oversight took place at least it allows us to be reassured that some
supermen  not capable of imperfection are aiding and assisting in the various
interpretations of the Constitution.

.So, Sir, if we proceed from that’ assumption the main reason advanced in that
Address on the 20th of July, if I remember correctly, the most substantive one, was that
concerning delimitation as a result of shifts of population and the need to refer to the
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1981 census. Now, here - again I unfortunately take issue to the best of my knowledge
as the records will show on clear investigation the Election Commission had already
undertaken the work on re-examining the delimitation aspect I think in 1987 and that
- by April or May, 1988 much of the delimitation work had already been reviewed and
this was within the knowledge of the then Prime Minister, I am sure, and in the
knowledge of the Head of State because after all and here | come to a substantive issue
that the appointment of the Chicef Election Commissioner according to the
Constitution is made by the President of Pakistan.  The Chief Election Commissioner
in that sense, thercfore, is not responsible to whoever happens to be Prime Minister, he
1s responsible dircctly to the Head of State.  So, surely if the census took placein 1981
we are now in 1988, did not the " Chief Election Commissioner report to the President’
that major shifts of population have occurred, I should really be undertaking a
delimitation exercisc because basic realities have changed.  If he did not report to his
own appointing authority perhaps the appointing authority may have asked the Chief
Election Commissioner at lcast once a year in that seven . Years period whether
delimitation had been reviewed but it appears that in such a major instance of national
concern this was not done and I find this very strange.

Now, Mr. Chairman, if you also look at the other reasons advanced during the
course of that Address, one-reason given was the climate, the weather that because by’
convention elections in Pakistan have never been held in this period, therefore,
elections should not be held in July or August. Now, to my mind this is not a-
conclusive argument because elections in any case in Pakistan have been very few and
far between and No. 2, we have numerous instances throughout the world, the
contemporary world where elections were held during times of war.  Iranis a case in
point, our beloved neighbour, the nation engaged in war for over eight years has gone
through elections. One may have different views on whether all the forces who
wanted to participate in those clections were able to or not but the fact remains that
clections were held.  FFact also remains that in virtually all the other democracies the
climate is never a guiding principle, I mean, it might be raining or snowing, Britain is a

.classic example, the weather in Britain 'is subject to extremes within the summer itself,
you cannot predict English weather beyond two hours but that has not prevented ihe
world’s oldest parliamentary democracy from holding elections whenever the
unwritten constitution demands it, they don’t even have a written constitution and yet
they respect, the principle of a regular clections. In fact as I mentioned carlier the
proclamation of dissolution of the House of Commons contains within it, the date and
the time at which the next parliament will meet, so committed are they to the principle
of continuity.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, [ believe that the Address of 20th of July needs to be
viewed in our ability as a legislature to act not only as a debating society, debating
constitutional niceties in which many people may not be interested butin retaining the
sanctity of the Constitution that if you look at the pattern from 77, if not 73, for 15
years the original will of the new Pakistan of 1971 has been violated time and again. By
the early amendments which changed the independent nature of the judiciary and post,
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1977 by a series of measures that have created a.de-facto situation in which the
legislature has: been made subject to the will of other institutions. _And even though
we are in a very limited state of power without the National Assembly, this pretence of
keeping the House going I don’t think deludes anyone. I mean, it might make the
Minister for Justice and Parliamentary Affairs happy or he might come back to me and
say if you call for the prorogation of the session it just shows that you are not
committed to democracy and I would not mind agreeing with him because this is not
really substantive democracy. This is a ceremony. What we are all going though is
really ceremony to create the illusion in the mind of the people that some symbolance
of democracy exists in Pakistan.  Yes, democracy in that sense exists but what kind of
relevance or meaningfulness does it have when we know that this Senate was clected by
four legislatures that were elected on a non-party basis, that the political parties of
Pakistan have been deprived of the opportunity’tg_ be represented in Parliament, that
to the best of my knowledge only one party actually took partin the non-party elections
because the ruling party only took shape after the legislatures were created.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I move this amendment to that motion wishing to
ensure that for the future of this country the office of Head of State remains above
controversy, that the office of Head of State should not be shared with an office that is
so basic to the interests of the country and so substantively a part of our national
resources. It should be an office occupied in a purely political civilian capacity so that
the legislatures can react on that basis and, therefore, I press the amendment to that
motion. Thank you. '

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Any other member who may wish to
speak either on the amendment or on the main motion or in fact both?

One thing I may remind the House that there is an adjournment motion coming
fortwo hours’ discussion. I think we will take this up round about 01.00 or 01.30, so
in the meantime we can debate this particular item’ Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh:  Sir, lamin agreement substantively on what Mr. Javed
Jabbar has said about the President’s Address, I do not want to create a
controversy. Idon’t want to join issues with the President’s Advisers on this question
of President’s Address but I don’t think in the circumstances of this case President
could even address the Senate. We have to take it for granted that we have been
subjected to the address against our will because President has decided to exercise
power he has.  Mr. Javed Jabbar is perfectly right in saying that he has dual control
over this House. It may be, he may not sound as controlling this House in his capacity
as the Chief of Army Staff but the fact is that he is Chief of Army Staff, that the fact that
he wields that power is bound to have effect on the Address he makes. But he could not
make an Address under 'parliamentary practice without the advice of the Prime
Minister whom he has not appointed after dissolution of the National Assembly and
after dissolving the former Prime Minister’s Cabinet. He has started a Cabinet
withouta Prime Minister with only a Leader of the House as he has been termed here or
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his Senior Minister. 1 think it is mandatory part of the Constitution to dictate to us’
that ‘there shall be a Prime Minister in this House’.  If the Prime Minister is not there
we have to look to nobody except the Constitution and to the Chairman of this Senate
to protect us against the possible complaint that we arc attacking the office of the
President.

_ Sir, we know that President’s Address requires certain sanctity. We have also to
bow down to such sanctity. ~ We can not question President’s rightof address. But
you have to see before you allow people to use President’s Address in his capacity as the
President, as the Head of the State above controversy or with controversy. Today,
the President is the Prime Minister as well as the President. Today, he presides over
the Cabinet meetings and he also calls himself the President of Pakistan. There is no
provision in the Constitution for the President to preside over the Cabinet meeting. It
is the Prime Minister’s prerogative td preside over the Cabinet meetings. Therefore, the
President have reduced his office to a position which is not permissible under the
Constitution.  Sir, we have to consider whether we should not be or, we should be
allowed to use the present position of the President as that of the Prime Minister and
view it as such and place our views on that Address in that capacity. |am prepared to
say that I do not accept, if you permit me Sir, to say so, that this is a President’s
Address, this is a Prime Minister’s Address. He is not the President when he came to
this House and gave his Address because there was no Prime Minister to advise
him.  He may have a Cabinet but a Cabinet without Prime Minister has no
meaning. Therefore, my submission is that President has violated the Constitution. if
anybody has violated the Constitution, it is the President who has violated the
- Constitution.  Because he is today conducting the afTairs of this country without the
Prime Minister’s advice, without the presence of the Prime Minister to advise him, it is
immaterial for us whether Mr. Aslam K hattak is the Sr. Minister or the Prime Minister
but he has not been designated as a Prime Minister that may show lack of confidence of
the President in Mr. Aslam Khattak or that may show that weakness of Aslam
Khattak to accept any position as long as he remains where he is but [ must say Sir. as
far as we are concerned, as far as Senators are concerned when the President came o
the Senate, of course, we treated him with all respect, we will treat him with all respect
even in the future but he had no authority to address this Senate without the advice of
the Prime Minister and Prime Minister with the Cabinet—not a Cabinet without the
Prime Minister. Therefore, my submission is that this Address has no constitutional
validity. This Address is invalid in the Constitution. The Constitution does not
provide for an Address of a President who is not advised by the Prime Minister because
what happens in a presidential address, he comes with the advice of the Prime Minister
and we say that he was not properly advised. We do not say President said this and Presi-
dent said that, whether this is right or this is wrong, we say that the advice was wrong,
advice was erroneous, therefore, we attack the ‘adviser—the Prime Minister, not the
President.

But if the President chooses to keep himself both the positions together and he
has that as @ matter of fact. He has, since he has dissolved the National Assembly,’
since he has dismissed the Prime Minister, been presiding over all the Cabinet



v
1008 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [Aug. 9,1988

[Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh]

meetings.  Under which provision in the Constitution does he preside over the
Cabinet meetings?  Under which provision of the Constitution he is operating without
a Prime Minister? ~ All the provisions in the Constitution, they point to the presence of
the Prime Minister—advice of the Prime Minister which is said to be binding. Ifthe
Prime Minister was dismissed either there is a provision in the Constitution that Prime
Minister could be continued until the next election that would have been a discretion of
the President but if he did not and he appointed a Cabinet then he should have named
somebody as the Prime Minister. Now, Sir, we are in a very very difficult situation in
this country.  We can not say anything against the President because it is an office
which has to be respected.  Somebo.: 1id Sir, that in the British House of Commons
itis unwritten Constitution, yes, you ki ow Sir, although we have gone through a mill,
although Justice Munir, Chief Justice has ruled that all the acts which were not given
"assent to, all the constitutional . prov: «ns which had not been given assent to by the
President are beyond authority or ultra vires. Iam a witness Sir, to what happens in
the House of Commons, on the day, the assent is to be given, a gentleman having a Black
Rod knocks at the door of the House of Commons, the doors are immediately locked
then he knocks and he says; the Queen commands—the Speaker, the Queen does not
come there, the Queen’s Commissioner comes there, the Queen probably in her palace,
commands his Speaker. The Speaker goes there and I have worked in the House of
,Commons during that period and I have seen that what is carried is only the dockets
with only the title of the “Act passed’”” the text of the act is not there, the Speaker
texts the Act—the docket and only reads the title and the Commissioner does not,
even sign anything, nothing is placed before the Commissioner. They only nod
their head and when they nod their head—it is assent. That is the real
domocracy. That is the real'.parliamentary practice. Unfortunately Sir, we had al
precedent in which our Supreme Court decided that  “no, this has to be given assent to
physically by the President” and that Chief Justie of the Supreme Court later on
withdrew that by saying that I was under pressure. [ do not want to go into that
history because it is not very happy to go into those things publicly.

One thing I must say Sir, every President of this country must realize if he calls
himself a civilian President that he has to maintain good traditions not only for himself
but for years to come, for centuries to come. If Pakistan has to continue in its
existence as a democracy and it is most important that it exists as democracy then the
President must set good example of democratic institutions democratic
practices. Then the President must set good example of democratic institutions,
democratic practices.  Here, the Objectives Resolution does not start with the idea
that Islam is to be the binding force: It starts with democracy. 1 read that other
day. Sir, I will now read it again, if you permit me only two minutes, not more, Sir:

“Whereas the State shall exercisc its powers and authority through the
chosen representatives of the people; wherein principles of democracy—

freedom, equality, tolerance, social justice as enunciated by Islam shall be
fully observed™.
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Now, is there any provision in Islam that chosen representatives could be dismissed b)
the Head of State ? [s there any precedent in Islam that chosen representatives can
be dismissed by the Head of State? The Head of State is subordinate to the chosen
representatives in totality. 1 must admit that a single member cannot say about the
President. But in totality all the members of the National Assembly and the Senate
together are above the President. The President is only a nominal Head of the country
particularly in a democratic form of government and the Quaid-i-Azam always
pointed out this everywhere that Pakistan will be run domocratically. He never said
that Pakistan will be under the President and I had told you Sir, on the last occasion
that the first Cabinet gave all the powers to Quaid-i-Azam in his capacity as Qaudi-i-
Azam but he never exercised them, not as President; not as the Governor General but
as the Quaid-i-Azam. The first Cabinet gave all the powers to Quaid-i-Azam but he
never exercised them.

So, if Pakistan has to exist as an honourable country; if the people of Pakistan
are not to be humiliated all over the world, if people of Pakistan are not to be looked
down upon as pcople subjected to one man’s rule in this country for years then
whosoever becomes the President, once he becomes a President he has to forget that he
was a Commander4in-Chief; - he has to forget that he had all the powers—omnipotent
powers, omniscient powers over the people of Pakistan; he must come down to a
situation where he acts in a constitutional manner. He acts in a manner that will
further the interest of Pakistan, of the people of Pakistan.

Now, Sir, I am not saying this but to this day the President who dismissed the
* Prime Minister has not told us as to why he dismissed him. He dismissed him,
generally, he said—‘corruption’. Now,all the front benches except probably one or
" two solitary exceptions there is the part of the corruption that he presented before the
world, and they accepted that charge and yet became Ministers.

Mr. Chairman: I think, we have gone over this ground in the context of the
‘two privilege motions moved by Senator, Mr. Javed Jabbar. You should kindly
‘concentrate on the present motion which is before the House and try to wind up.

~ Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Sir, the present motion is also related to it.  If you
would not allow me, I would not go through that.

Mr. Chairman: That is true.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: It is relatable. That probably Sir, you will have to
concede gracefully.

Mr. Chairman: [ concede that but let us be brief and not to refer to what we
have discussed already.
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‘Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: No. Iamsaying thjsthat the Prime Minister’s doings
whatever—or wrong doings or whatever corruption charges that were placed against
the Prime Minister’s altar they have not been placed before this House so far.  That
means there were weak grounds. The only idea was to take concentrated power in the
hands of an individual who felt he was being ignored; who felt his powers are not being
allowed to be exercised because the Prime Minister had all the powers under the
Constitution. [t is tactics that is important and how can we go into this wide world
and call ourselves a democratic country and say that the Prime Minister is subjected to
single will of one man. It is true that the Prime Minister can be dismissed but there is
other provision; 'was that provision complied with. A notice should have been given
to the Prime Minister, through the Cabinet that you have not proceeded on these lines;
these are the lines dictated by the Constitution, and it is not so. On the other hand,
clandestinely when the Prime Minister is out of the country and when he reaches this
country, an order is issued not because of the President’s power. The power was a
power to which a reference was made by Mr. Javed Jabbar that is a residual power and
is responsible for all the ills of Pakistan. One must admit that you have to give this
discretion to somebody and you give it to the Head of State. But you presume that
he will not misuse it; that this discretion will not be capriciously used; his discretion will
not be used in furtherance of selfish interest; his discretion will not be used to use
concentrated power for his own benefit for his personal, Ishould say aggrandizement
or you can say something else but Sir, if that person does not do that what is the
remedy? The remedy is that we should pass the amendment suggested by Mr. Javed
Jabbar and that amendment is an understatement of what is really passing in our
minds. That amendment has to be passed in that language because rules wouldn’t
permit because the Chairman, under the rules, will not allow us to suggest an
amendment of the nature that we would like to. But I think, Sir, Head of the State if
he leaves the Constitution to winds if he ignores the Constitution; if he ignores the
worldwide : conventions in respect of democratic conventions in respect of these
matters then we have only one remedy i.e.—We should be allowed bluntly to say that
whatever has happened in Pakistan is because concentration of power by uniting the
two offices—the office of the President and the Chief of the Army Staff into one man
and therefore, that has become dictatorship in Pakistan and the dictator has assumed
full powers in Pakistan. '

Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Anybody else. Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Mr. Chairman, I am grateful to you.

Sir, the Senate of Pakistan is the highest legislative body in this country. It
enjoys a distinctive position under the Constitution for two reasons. Firstly, Sir, it is
a body which is perpetually in existence. Secondly, all the four provinces of Pakistan
are equally represented in the Senate. It, therefore, Sir, represents the Federation of
Pakistan. It enjoys respect and authority because of this special position given in the
Constitution and it is a measure of respect due to the Senate that the President of
Pakistan decided to make the important announcement regarding the date of the
clection in the Senate.  Indoing so, Sir, he utilized the privilege available to him under
Article 56 of the Constitution. I think those honourable members who feel that the
President does not have the power or the privilege to address the Senate under the
Constitution may refer to Article 56 to which, Sir, you also kindly referred.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Point of Order. No one questioned the right of President
to address the Senate.
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Mr. Chairman: No, one gentleman did.

(interruption)

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: [ did not question it.
{interruption)
Mr. Chairman: Let him (Mr. Wasim Sajjad) proceed.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: I never interrupted any of the honourable members, [ do
not know why they are getting agitated.

Syed Abbas Shah: We are correcting you, Sir.
Mr. Chairman: Please do not interrupt.

"Mr. Wasim Sajjad: So, Sir, those honourable members or at least one
honourable member who questioned the right of the resident to address the Senate
only have to refer to Article 56 of the Constitution waere tl ‘s right has been clearly
given and this right was exercised, and the exercise of this right shows the extreme and
deep respect which the President has for the Senate of Pakistan.

Sir, objection has been raised to the dual position of the President, namely, the
position that he is occupying as the Chief of Army Staff and the position as the
President of the country. Sir, we have been very vociferous, very open about our
support for the Constitution and I admire and respect the honourable Senators and all
of us—we are deeply committed to the Constitution.  Sir, if we are committed to the
Constitution then we have to respect what ever is contained in the Constitution. Itis
the Constitution which allows the President to enjoy these two positions at the same
time. Not only that, Sir, it.is this honourable House, it is the National Assembly of
Pakistan which gave that position to the President to occupy those two
positions. Whether they did it rightly or wrongly, whether correctly or incorrectly
that is not the question but if we are committed to the Constitution, if we have respect
for the Constitution and I do not doubt the honourable Senators who say that they
have deep respect for the Constitution. Then, as far as we are concerned, Sir, this is
the constitutional position, and this constitutional position rightly or wrongly is the
position which is given to the President until March, 1990, by the Constitution of
Pakistan.

Sir, it is this Constitution again which has given power to the President’ to
dissolve the National Assembly under certain circumstances. Some honourable
Senators have said that the National Assembly is not under the President and in
making that argument, they have referred to the Objectives Resolution and to some
otherarguments. I think, Sir, it is a very simplistic way of looking at the Constitution
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to say that somebody is under the Constitution and somebody is over the
‘Constitution.  Sir, nobody is under the President and nobody is over the
President.  Each authority, each functionary, each organ of the State has been given
- and assigned certain functions. The President has the power to dissolve the
Assembly, the Assembly has the power to remove the President. The Assembly has
certain powers to elect the Leader of the House or to appoint the Prime Minister. The
President has certain powers with respect to the Assembly—he summons the
Assembly, he can dissolve the Assembly. So, I think it is a very juvenile way of
looking at the Constitution to say that because the President has the power to dissolve
the Assembly, therefore, the Assembly has become under the President. No Sir, this
is not the position. The Constitution assigns certain distinct functions to various
.authorities and organs of the State and these functions are independently enjoyed; who
is over, who is under, I don’t think this is a correct way of looking at this situation.

It was also argued Sir, that Pakistan has no democracy. Sir, [ would like to
.strongly refute thisargument. The very fact that we are today here making speeches,
criticising the actions, analysing national issues is evidence of the fact ihat the
democracy is functioning in Pakistan and by the grace of God Sir, the highest
legislative body in the State is functioning, the press is functioning freely, the courts are
enjoying their powers, fundamental rights are in operation, the Assembly stands
dissolved but a date has been given and as the President very rightly remarked, he looks
upon this as a temporary phase. He believes that the existence of the Assemblies is
essential for the functioning of the democracy and he has made that commitment very
clear as far as the Constitution itself is concerned. I think nobody has shown greater
commitment to the Constitution than the President himself. Let me read Sir, now
from the speech of the President:—

*“All of us are aware that the Constitution is an important document, that
is why I kept in intact from 1977 to 1985, even under extra-ordinary
circumstances. Before the 1985 elections I merely tried to vitalise its
certain weak points. Later the elected Parliament by adopting the Eighth
Amendment strove to make it still better in the light of its own thinking”

Further on it says Sir :

“What I mean to say is that I am fully conscious of the pre-eminance of the
Constitution and it will be my endeavour that every step taken by me
should be in consonance with its requirements.”

Sir, what greater commitment, what greater obedience to the Constitution than the
statement of the President himself. Sir, the'President has exercised his powers under
-the Constitution by giving a date for the elections and God willing elections will be held
in accordance with the announcement of_ the President himself. The honourable
Scnc ors have raised an objection that the interpretation given by the President is
according to them not a correct interpretation.  Perhaps if they had read the
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President’s speech more carefully they would have seen that the President had not
given any interpretation of the Constitution. The President said that two points of
view were presented before him. There was one point of view which said that the
elections have to be held within 90 days. The other point of view was that the date has
to be announced within 90 days. He says Sir, “I am not getting involved in this
controversy”. So, he is not giving any interpretation. In fact Sir, I would say it
would be futile for me to give an interpretation. Whatever | say, whatever any
honourable Senator says, whatever the press says, Sir, these are mere opinions and
some of our opinions may be coloured by circumstances under which we
operate. One political party will say, “It means, hold the election within 90 days”, if
they feel prepared for it, if they are not prepared for it they will say publicly to hold the
election within 90 days and privately they will be demanding, clamouring, “please
don’t hold it within 90 days™. Another party will say Sir, if they are well organized,
“let us have party elections™, < “cretly, if they are not well organized they will say “don’t
hold it within 90 days”. Sir, our interpretations are likely to be coloured by certain
circumstances and as I have said it is not the function of this House to interpret the
Constitution. What I say, may be an opinion, a point of view. Ultimately these
matters have to be decided by courtsof law.  And it is for this reason the President has
said, “'I do not want to get involved in this controversy”. What he has said Sir, that
the e two points of view were. before him but what should he do. I have to hold the
election at the earliest date that I can give for holding the elections according to the
Constitution. That is what I have given. He has listed the difficuities and the

honourable Senators have recognized that there is a real difficulty being presented by
Article 57.

Sir, if elections are not held within 90 days assuming for the sake of argument
that the elections are to be held within 90 days. Then Article 254 says thateven if you
hold the election in 100 days, 120 days, 180 days the elections are valid. There are
countless judgements of superior courts which say that these time limits are directory
in nature. Those of my honourable colleagues who are lawyers would know that in
1957 in the famous case of our old colleague Mr. Zain Noorani, the Supreme Court
held ‘on the question of the time limit laid down in the then Constitution that this was a
directory provision and although there was no Article 254 in the then Constitution,
they said elections held are valid elections but Sir, what do you do if Article 51 is not
complied with. The Constitution provides no answer and therefore it was this real
difficulty he presented. He said, ‘I would have wanted to hoid it within a period of
three months’. The President believes that the continuance of Assemblies is a
-equirement of the democratic Process: which he has introduced. It is a requirement

- of the Constitution. He would like to see the Assemblies functioning. He looks
upon this phase as a temporary phase and this temporary phase must be followed by
the election of representative ‘bodies in Pakistan but he has presented us with a real
problem. '

The honourable Senators, some of them, have criticised the Election
Commission.  Sir, .since I was holding the present position in December 1987 this
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question did come to the Government but let me tell you very frankly Sir, we did not
envisage elections immediately in December, 1987. Itwasa problem which we looked
upon as a far away problem coming in 1990. We were battling with this issue because
it meant depriving certain areas of seats and giving those seats to certain other
areas.  For us it was a political problem and we were trying to tackle this problem to
see how it could be resolved and this problem was seen by the Government as a
problem which would arise sometime later, very much later. By then we would have
resolved the issue but the dissolution of the Assembly came as a surprise to most of us
and, therefore, Sir, the Election Commission was not prepared and had not delimited
the constituencies in accordance with the census held in 1981

Anyhow Sir, as I said it would be futile for me to try interpret the
Constitution. It is irrelevant, 1 don’t want to do it because what I say is only.
‘a point of view. Ultimately if these matters go to courts they will be resolved
there. So, therefore, Sir, 1 would say the President has not interpreted the
Constitution.  We have to read the speech of the President in its entirety in order o
say what the President has done or not done.  Sir, some of the honourable members
have made some unkind remarks. One honourable member said that the people of
Pukistan are not beggars.  Sir, this is an unkind remark, people of Pakistan are not
beggars.  Who says that the people of Pakistan are beggars. They are the masters,
the Constitution makes them the masters of course subject to the sovereignty of
Almighty Allah which is our belief. Subject to that Sir, which is the opening part of
the Objectives Resolution the people of Pakistan are the masters. The Assemblies are
elected by the people of Pakistan.  When the House passes the 8th Amendment, it is as
representatives of the people of Pakistan; when the National Assembly passes alaw it is
as representing the people of Pakistan and therefore Sir, to say that we are beggars,
which is an unkind remark, I hope the honourable member will withdraw that remark.

Then Sir, lastly I would like to make mention of one argument. One of the
honourable Senator said that one of the arguments given by the President was that the
weather is not right.  Sir, this is a very cruel way of putting across the miscry of the
people of Pakistan. It is not the question of weather Sir, itisa country afflicted by
floods. Hundreds of people have died, thousands of houses are fallen, many cattle
heads have perished.  Those people Sir, who have seen them can realize the misery of -
people of Pakistan.  Let us not gloss over it by saying Sir, the weather problem was
put forward as an excuse. In England there is rain and the elections take place. Sir,
this is very unkind, I would request the honourable members who make these remarks
1o be conscious of the misery of the people of Pakistan that they are going through at

the moment. It is an emergency. We are going through this difficulty at the very
moment.

So, Sir, to wind up I would say the President has made this Address before this
House which shows the extreme respect that he has. He has fulfilled the
requircment.  The people were asking for it and he chose this honourable House to
make the announcement about the elections on the 16th of November. He has
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repeatedly said that he wants to stick to this date and that elections will be held on the
16th of November.  As regards the party or non-party elections are concerned again
Sir, T would like to assure this honourable House that the elections will be held
according to the Constitution and that any right which has been conferred on a
political party by Article 17(2) is not being taken away and cannot be taken away. So,
therefore, Sir, these are misguided apprehensions, they are misplaced, they have no
basis whatsoever. There cannot be any question of violating the Constitution in the
presence of Article 17. Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: The honourable Minister has chosen to imply that there
was a disregard for the plight of the people of Pakistan in reference to the climatic
conditions. He does not need to make this implication because it means that we did
disregard the plight of the people. Indeed members of this House have moved
adjournment motions to focus the attention of the Government on the plight of the

people.  Therefore, this kind of implication in the course of a constitutional
discussion is not appropriate.

(2) "Mr. Chairman, I do not agree with this contention that the legislature has
no right to interpret the Constitution, of course, we do. Itisan acknowledged right of
all parliaments - of the world and therefore, let it not become an article of faith,

Mr. Chairman: I think we are starting another debate. On this last point

there have been several rulings of this very House. I don’t think I would allow
that debate to be opened again.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Each instance has to be

Mr. Chairman: Right. But wherever it has been raised, there has been a
ruling on that.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: And therefore, also, you know, he has not touched upon
other substantive arguments that were presented.

Mr. Chairman:  You can not force anybody to reply to every single point
which is made in the debate. Please take your scat.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: We can not force but simply by the fluency and the force of

your words, you can not take away the truth.  He has not responded to specific points
raised.
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Mr. Chairman: The question is:—

“That the amendment moved by Mr. Javed Jabbar to the motion of

thanks, moved earlier by the Minister for Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs be approved”.

( The motion was negatived)

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, there were a total ofei
amendment out of which five, to the best of m
amendment. [ would like a counting because I like

ght speakers on that
y knowledge, supported the
a division.

Mr. Chairman: Those who are in favour of the amendment may please rise in

their seats. It does not matter whether they spoke in favour of the amendment, I am
‘talking of votes.

{5 members rose in favour)

Mr. Chairman: Those who are against the amendment may please rise in their
seats. (Pause) Now,count them yourself (pointing to Mr. Javed Jabbar).

The amendment is rejected. Now, let me put the main motion.

The motion before the House is:—

“That this House expresses its deep gratitude to the President of Pakistan

for his gracious Address to the Senate of Pakistan on the 20th of July,
1988,

( The motion was adopted) '

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried. We should have taken, time
permitting another item also which was a call attention notice but neither the mover
nor for that matter the Minister who has to reply is present. So, we would move
straightaway to the discussion on the adjournment motion with regard to the
accusation of the Indian Home Minister in the Upper House of the Indian
Parliament.  Who would like to open the debate? Mr. Javed Jabbar.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you Mr. Chairman. The statement made in the
Indian Parliament accusing Pakistan of complicity in planning the assassination of
Indian political leaders is the latest symptom of the suspicion and mistrust, I think, that
have characterized the relations between the two countries for the past forty
years. Mr. Chairman, the Pakistan-India relationship is a unique relationship in
states’ history. It is difficult to find the parallel either in recent history or
contemporary history where these two states, where states similar to these two
states have been unable to resolve basic issues have lived next to each other, have
shared many of the social and economic problems that confront the people of these two
countries and yet have not been able toachieve a kind of break-through in the political

~arca which would ensure peace and harmony in the region. Both Governments
should, therefore, in my view ask themselves instead of being guided by the past, by the
heritage that we have inherited the past of acrimony and mistrust instead of simply
being guided by it or we being overwhelmed by the past. Both Governments should
ask the question, whether instead of being emancipated by our history we have become
entrapped and enslaved by that very history and that instead of using the lessons of the
experience of our past to carve out a new future, are we not allowing those very lessons
to be remained unlearnt.

_ One truth is clear Sir, that whatever the Governments may do or not do both in
the case of Government of India and the Government of Pakistan from time to time the
people of Pakistan and the people of India both want to build peace and friendship
between the two countries and [ say this despite the fact that there have been three
major wars and that there is much evidence to suggest that there is mass widespread
hostility on either side nevertheless when you really take the sentiments and the
condition of the people of these two countries one sees a clear desire to overcome the
obstacles and to build a relationship of peace and harmony. Therefore, one must ask
Governments on both sides of the border, and they doing enough in order to achieve
what the will of the people dictates? Are they relying too heavily on conventional
patterns and processes because Sir, two factors make me pose this question. No. (1), that
there may be powerful vested interests both in India and Pakistan which find it suitable
for the perpetuation of their own positions to sustain a level of hostility and suspicion
and mistrust and I believe that these powerful vested interests do exist in Government
and outside Government in the apparatus of state power and outside the apparatus of
state power. No. (2), that the conventional methods by which foreign policy is conducted
between India and Pakistan, I believe may have become too static, may have become
stagnant that the mental conceptual processes which we employ to talk to each other or
to negotiate with each other have become redundant, conditions have changed but our
methodologies, our processes of shaping foreign policy and conducting foreign policy
have not correspondingly changed. For instance Sir, the methodologies of our
foreign policy vis-a-vis India, do they reflect the virility and the variety which is evident
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in the people sector of national life?  When you look at the specific instances, you find
that the largerif not the virtually exclusive part of contact between the two countries is
monopolized by the Government. There are possibly only two areas where there is some
people to people contact and that could be said to be sports obviously in the area of
hockey and cricket and very occasionally and illicitly in the area of exchange of our
video tapes featuring Indian films and vice versa on the other side of the border, . video
tapes featuring plays of Pakistan Television but that does not really constitute direct
people to people contact and when we find this inadequacy of contact between people
one is constrained to ask that even sports which has become accepted as a normal
popular means of contact between the two countries is it really adequate? Because
sports when you look at it, it is really aggression masquérading as comparativeness, It
brings out even elements of Chauvinism because two teams become substitute for
national pride and national valour and therefore, I don’t think we should rely only on
contacts in sports to build better relations.

I'think that there is a'vast Area which has been left untouched by the foreign
offices of both countries even though from time to time they have said that they want to
promote cultural contact. There seems to be some inherent insecurity in encouraging
the exchange of newspapers, magazines, books so that the people of India and the
people of Pakistan can better understand each other.  I'mean it is ironic that you can
get a newspaper flown in from Newyork or London into Karachi or Lahore within
forty eight hours, but you can not read newspapers from the other side of the border
and vice-versa Pakistani literature and Pakistani films do not get across to the pcople of
India and therefore, who really benefits is the existence of those powerful vested
interests that work in this area. I propose, Mr. Chairman, that as one example of the
sincerity of the people of Pakistan and the Government of Pakistan to break this
wretched impasse between the two countries, a parliamentary delegation constituted
by the members of the Senate should offer itself to visit India to remove any misgivings
or suspicions that might exist because this statement was made on the floor of the
Indian Parliament and we exist as the only vestige of Pakistan’s Parliament. Let us
made a revolutional offer and let us see whether India reciprocates because
parliamentary . delegations have gone to all corners of the world.  Since the restoration
of Parliament in 1985, we have been to Central America, we have been to South
America but to the best of my knowledge not a single . parliamentary fulfledged
delegation has been exchanged between India and Pakistan—between the very two
countries which face such a basic problem of communication and, therefore, I think,
that if we initiate this process through the parliamentary level, we may be able to
initiate further changes in the government to government and people to people
contact. Mr. Chairman, we have tried out cricket diplomacy. I think this statement
in the Indian Parliament is an example of election diplomacy because whenever
clections come around in India or rarely when they come around in Pakistan, the Indo-
Pakistan issue is used as a measure to divert the people’s attention from domestic
problems and I believe that the responsibility for the present state of affairs must, of
course, lie heavily in favour of India because of the size of the country; because of the
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fact that it enjoys a geo-strategic position i.e. gives it a much greater advantage over
other countries in the region. But let me add, Mr. Chairman, that we must not be
inhibited by size or unduly impressed by size; let us not say that simply because India is
_big, India may ever be right because that has dangerous militaristic dimensions to
it.  Smaller though we may be than India, we are a sovereign independent country
which must believe in the strength-of its people and in its ability to relate on an equal
level of dignity and mutual respect for each other’s sovereignty and, therefore, [ believe
that the statement made in the Indian Parliament should be taken as an opportunity
not just condemned out of hand but let us use it constructively to initiate some

meaningful change in the relations between the two countries. Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Mahmood Ahmed Minto.

Mr. Mahmood Ahmed Minto: Thank you, Sir. I regret 1o say that his
appreciation of this issue is completely wrong and reason may be that he has not dealt
with the Hindus and the iIndians at any stage of his life and we have dealt with
them. History tells us that whenever any people have come to India, the Hindus—the
people living there have tried to absorb the new comers and if they have not been able
to absorb them and if the new comers have their distinct status then there has never
been any kind of talk between them or cohesion between them. Now, we say that we
have done not a single act :in the past or in the last 40 years wherein they could take
objection but if we get few boats or one submarine or two guns from anybody, they say
'no’ it has disturbed the equilibrium but if they make blasts and they complascently
say, ™ ‘yes’ it is our right because we are a big country”. Now, big or small this
country has gotits rights. It came into being as the national demand of the Muslims
and now it has come to stay, and if we have come to stay weare not going to be behaved
as inferiors to any neighbour. '

Now, you will see that at every issue they make such allegations.  Not a single
allegation of this kind has ever been made in any House of Parliament in Pakistan in
the last 40 years against India- and this is our grievance against our Government
also.  Perhaps our foreign policy towards India is very apologetic, for reasons—good
reasons or bad reasons, best known to the people in power. We have always said
‘yes’, ‘yes’ to them and we have tried to make them friends, but to no use. They have
alWays rejected this. As Mr. Javed Jabbar has himself said this is perhaps for the
purpose of their elections’ campaign and for that purpose what do they choose? They
choose false and baseless accusations against Pakistanis. They implicate us in
assassinating Rajiv Gandhi. Now Rajiv Gandhi, a poor {cllow, is looking after his
own interest there. He is trying to save his own life from his own pegple and why
would any Pakistani dirty his hands while going there and assassinating him? Why
would we do_that; what do we gain by that? If such an accusation is made there
should be some basis for it. If by assassinating Rajiv Gandhi, Pakistan will have any
purpose served, there could be some doubt about it but there is no advantage to
Pakistan in assassinating him because one Hindu or one Hindu Leader is as bad as the
other. Regarding the people of Kashmir now they say that it was Jawahar Lal Nehru
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who entered into some agreement.  He was my pleader and I worked under him. He
said, *“‘*Kashmir’, we must get. Itisa sentimental and emotional thing for me because
lam also a Kashmiri”.  Other people told to him that they were also Kashmiris.  So,
if you have got any sentimental or emotional thing to get Kashmir, then other people
have also the same sentiments and to add further the population of Kashmir is
overwhelmingly Muslims and the people want to side with Pakistan but they (the
Hindus) said ‘no’ and we have so far or our Government so far has not even accepted
the Northern Areas as a part of Pakistan. We have keptit pending. See! what is the
difference between us and them and do not please equalize us, Mr. Javed Jabbar, do not

putus on the same level.  We are not on the same level because we have made several
sacrifices for that.

[ know Sir, that in the Northern Areas—in Skardu and Gilgit—and all other
places when the Dogras were thrown out, Pakistan had no hand in that. There were
no Pakistan Army no Pakistan Army Officer was there, yet the people rose up
and threw out Dogras and the people themselves declared independence. The first
thing that they said was as independent people freeing from the Dogras we side with
Pakistan but we have not accepted them for certain reasons. Let us keep the issue
alive because Jawahar Lal Nehru said that this was an open question and this would be

decided by the will of the people. That has not been decided by the will of the people
in the last 40 years and they say— ’

- . 2 . b

U AU

They come to fight with us; they have battles, wars with us.  Pakistan since then says
‘no’, this question is open.  Look at our attitude and their attitude. - So, it is not only
that we should say, “find ways and means of making friendship with them”. We
should outrightly condemn them for making such false and baseless malicious
accusation against Pakistanis and to adopt those other means to normalize the
relations as some of our members wanted to do.  Well, by all means as we are to a’
normalize our relations—with the other people but that will be on the basis ofequality,
on the basis that they should recognize our sovereignty, we are not then inferior to
them and we do not take orders from them. If that is the basis, certainly, our
President goes there and our peopie say it is a cricket diplomacy. [ think thatitisa
very gentlemanly act that he did—a very nice act. It shows his true Islamic spirit and
he went there and tried to make friendship with them. But what was theresult? The
result was the same because they have an inherent dislike of the people of Pakistan and
Muslims and, therefore, unless we do something about that and change that fact
nothing can be done.  So, I say, Sir, that we should whole-heartedly, openly, strongly
and vehemently cpndemn this accusation made by the Home Minister of India.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Next Mr. Tariq Chaudhry.
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Thank You, Sir. Mr. Chairman, India has an
expression against Pakistan that Pakistan wants to carry out an assassination
programme against Rajiv. Gandhi or against Buta Singh is wholly
unfounded. Pakistan has never at all thought of assassination on the Indian
side.  We are beset with our own problems, we have made so many problems that we
cannot think of interfering with the other people. Allegation against Pakistan that
they are indulging in what is happening in East Punjab is wholly unfounded. Why
should Pakistanis' go to the extent of helping the Sikhs to get their own Khalistan or
some other territory they want. It is entirely an internal matter between India and
Indians, between Indian Government and the Sikhs. We are really looking for our
own development, we don’t want to interfere with Indian affairs but we do think that
Indians should notstart these bogeys. These bogeys are intended we must be beware
of the possible repercussion of India in their own difficulties, to solve their difficulties.
They might take some foolish action against Pakistan and for that purpose we should
always be ready but I do say Pakistan has no idea whatsoever of interfering with Indian
affairs and we want Indians to solve their own problems.

We know that there was a possibility when Mrs. Indra Gandhi was alive of
trying to attack Pakistan or attack Kahuta in Pakistan but we do feel that any such
disadventure, any such foolish act will create a holocaust in the sub-continent with
which Indians cannot escape, therefore, the best thing for them to do is to develop good
relationship with Pakistan rather than threaten Pakistan of consequences on which
they will not escape whether they do it foolishly or for whatever reason whatsoever and
I think Pakistanis are peace loving people, they want peace, they don’t want anything
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other than peace in Pakistan and Indian should realize this and Indian should help
P: Kistan to keep peace in this area. Thank you. Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Qazi Abdul Latif Sahib.
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Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer: Sir, | completely identify myself with the
sentiments expressed by the honourable members of this House and I have nothing to
add to what has been very clearly stated by the honourable members. I think, I must
congratulate also the members of his honourable House for their restraint, respon-
sible and mature response to the highly provocative and the mesponslble state-
ments—that came from the Indian Parliament. However, Sir, it is not the luxury
of'a Minister toindulge in any rhetoric but,to set the record straight I have to make this
brief statement before this honourable House.

Sir, the Government of Pakistan has noted with great dismay the identical

statements made by the Indian Minister of State for Home Affairs and some members
in both the Houses of the Indian Parliament on August 2, 1988. These state-
ments falsely accuse Pakistan of complicity in an alleged plot hatched on Indian soil to.
assassinate their Prime Minister and the Home Minister. Some documents, claimed
to have been recovered from the Golden Temple during the recent operation ‘Black
Thunder’ have been taken as a conclusive evidence of Pakistan’s involvement. These
documents have surfaced nearly three months after their alleged recovery. The

occasion has now been used for makmg totally unwarrdnted and highly intemperate
statements.
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As stated by the spokesman of our Foreign Office on August 3, 1988, the
Government of Pakistan categorically rejected this completely baseless accusation. 1t
is part of a deplorable propaganda campaign to malign Pakistan, not only within India
but also in third world countries. ‘Indian leaders have resorted to this propaganda
regardless of the venue and regardless of the diplomatic norms. As a dignified,
responsible nation we have refused to be provoked. We have not thought it either
proper or necessary to resort to the same tactics. We hope that the Indian leaders will
take note of this and desist from continuing this unsavoury practice.

The hollowness of the charges made in the Indian Parliament becomes evident
from the fact that the persons mentioned as the most important link ie. Wassan
Singh Zafarawal and Gurbachan Singh Manochahal, have been black-listed from
entering Pakistan. This was done by us at the specific request of the Indian
Government and they know it. Rather than appreciate our gesture, they have chosen
to repeat the old allegations about these persons being in Pakistan when we had
assured them to the contrary during the Interior Secretaries meeting in May, 1988.

In the spirit of cooperation the Government of Pakistan has at India’s request
also black-listed some other Sikhs residing. abroad who are suspected by the
Government of India of having criminal intent. Our authorities have taken
appropriate action to deny all of them entry into Pakistan. None of the persons
mentioned in the Indian statement has entered Pakistan. "A recent case in point is
Talwinder Singh Parmar and his son Narinder Singh. This is an act of sheer
‘ungratefulness that instead of appreciating the cooperation extended by us, the
Government of India continue vilifying Pakistan on this score.

The Indian side has. not been able to substantiate the allegations about
Pakistan’s aid to the Sikh militants, supply of arms to them or their training. The
assertions are based on unilateral interpretation of dubious evidence. The charges
that the Sikh extremists held meetings in Pakistan turned out to be false. For
example, the Indian Government has repeatedly asked for the return of Atinder Pal
Singh, Sukhvinder Singh and Dhanna Singh to them. Each time, we assured them
that these persons are not in Pakistan. In fact, the Indian Press has reported that the
former two are active in the Indian Punjab. In other cases also, the Indians have
frequently claimed the presence of various Sikh militants in Pakistan. Subsequently
it has become known that they were in India. When confronted with this, the Indian
authorities lamely argue that these persons keep shuttling between India and
iPakistan. How is it that the Indian authorities know so exactly the movements and

whereabouts of such persons in Pakistan but do not know where they are while in
India. '

It is inconceivable that, with the heavy deployment of forces on the Indian side
-of the border and other security measures to check illegal crossing, these people should
still manage to keep coming in and out of India so often without being apprehended by
the Indian agencies. Further, if they have so much knowledge about their
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movement, why do the Indian authorities not furnish information to the Pakistan
border agencies to facilitate the apprehension of persons illegally crossing the

border. It has been agreed between the Interior Secretaries that this would be done
on a reciprocal basis.

Another example of blatant falsehood is the frequently repeated Indian claim
that many intruders from Pakistan have been captured or killed by the Indian Border
Security Forces. The Indian Minister of State for Home Affairs has claimed that 54
Pakistanis were killed during the first six months of 1988.  For the past four years,
whenever such stories have appeared in any of the Indian newspapers, our Embassy in
New Delhi has requested the Indian Minister of External Aflairs to furnish full
particulars of such persons and to allow Cansular’s access to those captured. Not once
in the past four years has the Indian Government informed us of the identity of persons
killed or captured. No dead bodies have been returned for burial. Strangely
enough, there have been no enquiries from any families in Pakistan about the missing
persons.  Iwill give you a specific example of false propaganda.  Earlier this year, the
Indian Government announced in their Parliament that two Pakistani Rangers had been
killed within Indian territory where they had gone to assist criminals. Since we had
no missing Rangers, we asked the Indian side about this at the Interior Secretarics’
meeting in May 1988. They replied that this information was based on Pakistani
Press reports and did not emanate from them, so they could not vouch for it.

Allegations that Pakistan Government agencies are involved with Sikh
extremists or thdt Pakistan Rangers are supplying arms to them are totally false.  The
Government of Pakistan has categorically rejected such charges in the past and wishes
to reiterate that no department, agency or official of the Government of Pakistan
provides assistance, encouragement or shelter to any Indian national or foreign citizen
for any interference in the internal affairs of India. No doubt some illegal activities
like drug-trafficking, smuggling, gun-runningdo take place along the Pakistan—India
border, . we have offered our fullest cooperation to the Indian authorities to contro!
this.

Sir, in their own press it has appeared that this propaganda is aimed at diverting
attention of the people of India. I have got some copies of the Indian newspaper *“The
World News™ of 24th April, 1988. Sir, actually it is the Indian intelligence agencies
which are busy in smuggling arms from Pakistan and they just want to use this pretext
to blame the Government of Pakistan that we are supplying arms to the Sikh separatists
or militants.  This is totally incorrect. In their own press it appeared time and again
and such responsible newspapers as the ‘Indian Express’ has also commented that
“Rajiv’s murder plan aimed at diverting attention”. It is actually, Sir, their
requirement, their need. I do not know what their motives are but all the time
whenever they are facing some internal difficulties, they accuse the Government of
Pakistan, the people of Pakistan that we are behind this. I think they should better
look after their internal affairs more. They should give more attention to setting their
‘house in order rather than accusing Pakistan with such baseless allegations.
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Sir, in the two meetings of the Interior Secretaries, we have done our utmost to
allay Indian misgivings. At the first meeting in December, 1986, we agreed to include
in the joint press release a reference to the effect that Pakistan *does not and will not
provide any support to terrorist activities directed against India”. By a strange twist
of interpretation the Indians propagated this asan admission of guilt by Pakistan! In
fact, we have noted with great disappointment that while the meetings of Interior
Secretarics themselves have been positive and productive, the Indian projection of
these meetings has invariably been negative and the main purpose of this projection has
been to try and show that Pakistan’s guilt was established. Nothing could be farther
from the truth.

At the second meeting of the Interior Secretaries in May this year we also
proposed some specific measures at the functional level. ‘Most important was the
proposal for joint patrolling of the Indo-Pakistan border in mutually agreed areas in
the Punjab sector.  The Indian side wanted this to include the hot ~chase of suspects
by the Indian forcesinside Pakistan’s territory.  We told them candidly that this was
not acceptable nor would we want our forces to chase suspects into Indian
territory. They finally agreed. Yet when the time came to implement the decision,
they again raised the issue of “hot chase”. Having obstructed the implementation of
an agreed decision, they now have the temerity to allege that Pakistan is not
sinccre.  We remain ready for coordinated action within our respective jurisdictions.

Sir, we have always stressed the need for practical measures of cooperation on
the ground. We welcome the erection by India of barbed wire fence and control
towers on its side of the border.

The most deplorable part of the statements made in the Indian Parliament
relates to the so-called Pakistan’s complicity in a plot to assassinate Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi and Home Minister Buta Singh. This is an absurd and preposterous
charge. Pakistan, as a responsible member of the international community, fully
respects the norms of civilized inter-state relations. It holds leaders of all countries in
high esteem. It is inconcecivable that we could ever think of anything which might
cause harm to an Indian leader. The Government of Pakistah, therefore,
contemptuously rejects the allegation in the Indian statements and hopes that

responsible circles in India will desist from making such malicious and unfounded
charges.

Sir, I would like to reiterate that Government of Pakistan believes firmly in the
principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries. We do this not
only because it is enjoined upon us as a member of the world community, but because
we know it is in our own national interest. We do not want anybody to interfere in
our internal affairs. We know what this can lead to. Since we expect others to
refrain, we fully realize that it is our obligation also to refrain.  In this context we find
it most reprehensible that India should have stepped up its interference in the internal
affairs of Pakistan. I do not wish to emulate the Indian spokesman and go into
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hysterics about the growing Indian involvement in the fanning secessionist sentiments
in Sind and other parts of Pakistan. I only want to say that we want o live as good
neighbours and expect an equal measure of reciprocity from India.

Sir, I take this opportunity to renew Pakistan’s offer to join India in
undertaking solemn obligations in a binding treaty against allowing the use of their
respective territories for any activities directed against the internal peace and stability
or territorial integrity of the other State. Pakistan is also ready to join India in a
declaration, on a reciprocal basis, to affirm respect for each other’s unity and territorial
integrity and even to go beyond this by denouncing separatist and secessionist
movements, generally or specifically. India is reluctant to pick up this very
reasonable proposal. Why? At least I fail to understand. '

Sir, let me say that it is in the interest of good-neighbourly relations and
cooperative relations that irresponsible rhetoric should be avoided. When this
emanates from high government circles, it only serves to undermine the goodwill and
the desire for peace which the people of both countries have. The Government and
the media should instead make serious efforts to banish mistrust and

suspicion. Pakistan will not allow itself to be deflected from the policy of seeking
* normalization of relations with India.  We will persist in this effort and we hope India
- will also reciprocate some day. 1 thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. The Minister’s statement brings to a
close the discussion on the identical adjournment motions moved by Malik
Muhammad Hayat, Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui, Mr. Muhammad Tariq

Chaudhry and"Mr. Javed Jabbar. [ think I will just add one * 3},’] ” of Igbal
winding up the whole debate; %
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" The House is adjourned to meet again on ‘Thursday, the 11th of August at 10.00 a.m.

[The House adjourned to meet again on Thursday, the 11th of August, 1988 at ten of
the clock in the moming.]
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