SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Thursday, 4th August, 1988

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House), Islamabad, at
ten of the clock in the morning, with Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ish: aq Khan) in the
Chair.

( Recitation from the Holy Quran)
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802 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [August 4, 1985
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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CHILDREN HOSPITAL ISLAMABAD

96. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmed : Will the Minister for Health, Special Education
and Social Welfare be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a great pre-
ssure of patients in the Children Hospital Islamabad;If so, the steps taken to cope up
with the problem indicating also the average number of children who are daily
- examined in O.P.D. of the said Hospital ?

Ch. Shujat Hussain : Yes.It is a fact that there is great pressure of patients in
the Children Hospital.

This hospital has increased the number of doctors in the OPD to cope with
the problem.

The average nur-nber of patients examined in OPD is 800 to 1,000 daily.
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PRIVATE NURSING HOUSE
97. *Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui : Will the Minister for Health, Special
Education and Social Welfare be plcased to state :

(a) the steps envisaged by the Government to rc&uldtc the business of pnvate
nursing homes all over the country ; and

(b) whether the Government intends to register these nursing homes on
conditions which will bind them to maintain certain prescribed minimum standards,
and set up inspection teams for their regular inspection ?

Ch. Shujat Hussain : (a) An Ordinance to control the private nursing homes

. was prepared and sent to Justice Division for vetting. The Justice Division commented
that the Federal Government cannot prepare a bill for the whole country as health.
is a provincial subject and it is also not in the Concurrent List.. However, according
to the advice of the Justice Division, a draft Ordinance for the Federal Territory has
been prepared and the summary to this effect is under submission to the Cabinet
Division. '

(b) Yes. There will be control over the working of and the facilities provided in
the private nursing homes according to the prepared Ordinance which includes
minimum standard, inspection teams and registration conditions.
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PROMOTION OF HOMOEOPATHIC SYSTEM

98. *Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Will the Minister for Health, Special
Education and Social Welfare be pleased to state :

~ (a) the steps taken so far by the Government for the promotion of
homoeopathic systems of medicine in the country ;
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(b) the total number of recognized homoecopathic colleges in each province :
rand

(¢) the steps the Government has taken to improve the educational standard of
these colleges and also to promote rescarch in the field of homoeopathy ?

(Ch. Shujat Hussain: (a) The Government of Pakistan has taken the following
steps for the promotion of Homocopathic System of Madicine in the country :—

(1) This system has been recognised by law through = enforcement of ihe
Unani. Avurevedic and Homoeopathic (Practitioners) Act. 1965. .

(i1) The National Council for Homoeopathy has been set up under the saic

Act, which looks after the affairs of 'Homeopaths and the various institutions
run by them.

(ii1) On the recommendations of the National Council for Homoeopathy 23
Homoeopathic Colleges have been recognised by the Federal Government.

(1v) The Government is providing financial assistance in the = shape of annual
grant-in-aid to the National Council for Homocopathy as well as to the
recognised Homoeopathic institutions..

() Homoeopathic Pharmacopeia has been approved  which includes all the -
Homoeopathic drugs.

Gi) A post of Assistant Director (Homoeopathy) has been created in the
Federal Ministry of Health

(vit)  There are 22 Homoeopathic Dispensaries which are functioning in the
Punjab Province.

(viii)  All the Provincial Governments have been advised to take steps in order
to boost the Homocopathic system of treatment;.

(b) There are 23 recognised Homocopathic Teaching Institutions all over the
country. Province-wisc position is as follows :—

Punjab
Sindh
N.W.F.P.

Baluchistan

—_—— N\ —

(¢) (1) Grant-in-aid amounting to Rs. 11,80,000 is provided by Ministry of
Health to recognised Homoeopathic Teaching Institutions.

(ii) Federal Government also provides grant-in-aid (amounting to Rs. 6,24,000).
to the National Council for Homoeopathy.
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-

[Ch. Shujat Hussain | ,

(1i1) In order to streamline the Homoeopathic education/examination
Homoeopathic Examination Regulations 1986 has been approved by the Federal
Government on the recommendation of National Council for Homocopathy.

(iv) Revised courses of study, as recommended by the Council, approved by
the Federal Government have been introduced in the Homocopathic Colleges since

1986. It is likely to improve the standard of education of Homoeopathy.

(v) A Yard Stick has also been recently approved by the Federal Government
prescribing minimum requirement for setting up new Homoeopathic Colleges.

(vi) A special grant of Rs.-5,00,000 was given to the National Council for
Homocopathy for research and development of Homoeopathic System of Medicine.

(vit) The National Institute of Health, Islamabad, has been asked to provide
assistance to the National Council for Homoeopathy in the form of Laboratory
facilities for the purpose of research etc.

(vit)) A scheme for the projectization of traditional system of medicine which
includes Homoeopathy and Tibbi system has been approved at a cost of Rs. 4 50,000.

i P S
e G7ds e bl S ot s oo Bt A2
e Al o e S i o Wt
//ﬁ} 'Z—u,’f(}’b &J,n-/,./ j/ employees &~ ’//J/}i“/
4?4/5——’/2,(} =S c/L) NS Clls v@//ju*lr
J;U"U/J/L(Z/J‘udﬁ"// - af" JK’/J”"U* J,

7

4

g S 0T s,
eSS I il S B
ity sr S Uk gt s it VY




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 807

»“)’J’a}//d"’(’dr/ S s 11 LSy
U’@’f‘/”/"" w(/f/u’w/omwd,wf
)i/"d/‘[‘/d/'w oI i U”/‘J)/ ///lc,wbﬁl
P /f///d—«(//(‘uéi’&b)uﬂfu/ﬂé_,
SOk By /

S 6, dirde 10 o J‘/J‘/cf/x/
g ot e SE 0 2 Y s

Vo 4 o I (2 0 s I . AT
S ok bl o G ST gl S P S
- a/u/;b/zfu/;éu/t‘fgo’//(é/éutf

e oo Se B S T wns,

R AN

. '." " o . o [ ( . '“
(}).:v‘;é %;Uj‘f(,{/' ((/4",,//«‘4/ .%JJJ/:JU”L
%’ija}&l:';;l/)‘ T

§ re a/:'/
Seeap o . :Jf/Jflf'L&{/i
g pd s A

/
,&:/4,7’ e Oop J:)J;"’w g
S

sFS s O s Ib e T e
U Ul




808 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [August 4, 1988

ot 7 o ' o’ =
vy S };/},ﬂ{/,dff{!ﬂliyl!db’dj:@‘::w&/‘f’v
o .{%,Lb b 700 /l/"'/v,a{i/ o/,‘,f/f-.)'/)‘ Ufu-’—-/’/’ 2
i L LAl (e w L

j L . 3
R R A N RN T TP
- 7] . 8 73 ® v //‘; o

e Py e bt L Ig I S AF
bbb 2l d o oY, %/u‘(‘;—/(’é—) S sl
Jl/;c/)‘q}fr/ 7 o)/,',cf)(vo’;aé-‘ cf/%//wv” ¥ e
e St W 3 S
N A g T Ry e

. oo ® ¢
—

-uvb(,fwu-j

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Is the honourable Minister and his
Government aware that in India which is our immediate neighbour Homoeopathy is’
being permitted not only in the cities but in the far flung areas at Government expense
and thereis a net work of hospitals and dispensaries throughout the country to provide

the people effective and inexpensive treatment and huge grantisallocated in the annual

budget for the promotion of Homoeopathy. Would the Government consider the
desirability of giving substantial funds for the same in future.
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UTILITY STORES -~
100. *Mr. Abdur Rehman Jamali : Will the Minister for Industries be pleased

to state whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to open
Utility Stores in Naseerabad Division of Baluchistan ; if so, when?

Ch. Shujat Hussain : No.
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812 SENATE OF PAKISTAN
[Mr. Abdul Rehman Jamahl ‘

the districts of Jaffarabad and Tamboo; if so, its details and if not, the reasons
therefor? :

[August 4, 1988

Mr. Sartaj Aziz : Government has already announced procurement price for
Basmati paddy. Sada Hayat is a coarse variety and has been recently introduced for
cultivation in Sindh. The area planted under this variety is very small. The possibility
of its procurement price would be explored when it is grown in sufficient quantitics.
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HIGHER EDUCATION FOR DOCTORS

102. *Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry : Will the Minister for Health, Special
Education and Social Welfare be pleased to state the total number of doctors sent
abroad for higher education during the years 1985 to 1988 from Baluchistan Province

“indicating also their names, place of permanent residence. country to which they sent
and the nature of scholarship?

Chaudhry Shujat Hussain: The total No. of officials sent abroad for fellowship
by the Ministry of Health from Baluchistan Province during the year 1985 to 1988 is
five. One more candidate was placed in U.K. during the year 1987 by World Health
Organization. He could not qualify English Language Proficiency Test of the British

Council in 1987. He has now qualified the test and is to depart to U.K. is October,
1988.

Beside this four more candidates have also been reccommended recently by the
Ministry of Health to the World Health Organization from Baluchistan Province for
fellowship. Their cases are under process.

The names of the person sent abroad for training, their permanent residence
addresses, country to which they were sent and nature of scholarship is enclosed.

Name Permanent residence  Country  Nature of Scholarship

Dr. Zahoor Ahmad Khan, Miss. Fatimah Jinnah US.A.  Planning and Manage-

Deputy Director Health  T.B. Sanitorium ment of Primary
Services, Quetta. Brewry Road, Quetta. Health Care for 4

months and 1 week.
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[Prof. Khurshid Ahmed !
(¢) whether it is a fact that some pharmaceutical companies are working
without the renewal of licences; if so, the reasons thereof ;and

(d) the steps taken against the companies manufacturing substandard
medicines ?

Chaudhry Shujat Hussain: (a) The total number of pharmaceutical companics
working in the country is 206. ‘

(b) Each unit has to make an application on a prescribed form for the grant and
renewal of a Drug Manufacturing Licence. The unit is inspected by a Panel of
“inspectors usually headed by Director Health Services of the Province or a member of
the Central Licensing Board. The inspection report is placed before Central
Licensing Board for consideration of the report and the recommendations. The
application for the grant of licence or its renewal is either accepted or rejected
informing the applicant of the reasons in cases of rejection.

(¢) Yes. The validity of a Drug Manufacturing Licence is 2 years unless
suspended or cancelled earlier.

If. however, the application for renewal is made before the expiry of the period
of validity of a licence, the licence shall continue to be in force untill orders are passed
on such applications.

(d)(i) Drug manufacturing licences of the manufacturers were suspended for
the specific periods.

(i) Registration of such drugs was suspendéd or cancelled.
(iti) The stock of such drugs was destroyed.

(iv) The cases of some of such manufacturers have been referred to the Drug
Zourts for prosecution.

(v) Warnings were issued to some of the manufacturers for improvement in
‘heir manufacturing and quality control facilities.

(vi) Necessary action, as indicated above, against such manufacturers is under
process.
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UTILITY STURES
105. *Svyed Abbas Shah : Will the Minister for Industries be pleased to state :

(a) the total number of utility stores working in Islamabad at present and the
criteria adopted by the Government for establishment of these stores ; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to
establish a utility store in Sector G-10/2, Islamabad, is so, when?

Chaudhry Shujat Hussain : (a) The total number of utility stores presently
workingin Islamabad is 28. The Corporation opens stores at financially/economically
viable places/sites.
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[Chaudhry Shujat Hussain]

(b) A stores will be opened in G-10 Markaz as soon as
developed

S S B ot gty i B Gt
e ATH N L GAT /102 5P L et o,

And it can meet the requirements as you have said Sir, and we will ask when you
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the sector is fully
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106. *Syed Abbas Shah : Will the Minister for Health, Spécial Education and
Social Welfare be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is no First Aid Centre in Sector G-1072,
Islamabad; if so.

(b) whether the Government intends to establish any dispensary or a First
Aid Centre in the said sector; if not, the reasons thereof ?

Chaudhry Shujat Hussain: (a) Yes. It isa fact that there is no First Aid Centre
in G-10.2. Islamabad.

(b) The Government proposed to open dispensaries in all sub=sectors of G-10,
but it was not agreed to by the Ministry of Finance. However, the Ministry of

Finance has promised to consider this proposal in the next financial year, ic.
1989-90. j
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Syed Abbas Shah : Sir. but can you insist on them that it should be opened
quickly because this area requires a First Aid Centre.

Mr. Chairman : I think, it is 4 function of the total budget and the total
allocation, so it is not fair to ask onc Minister what he can do and what he can't,

Syed Abbas Shah : Sir. then [ ask whether it will be possible
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INCREASE IN SUGARCANE PRICE

107. *Mr. Amir Haider Qureshi : Will the Minister for Food, Agriculture and

Cooperatives be pleased to state :

(a) whether itis a fuct that the price of sugarcane has been increased by about

ninety paisa : and
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(b) the increase being too small, will the Government agree to consider turther
increasc in the price, keeping the premium now payable intact ?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz : (a) The minimum support price of sugarcane has been

increased by 85 paisas in Sindh and 75 paisas in the Punjab and N.-W.F.P.  There-,
fore, the support price of sugarcane for the year 198889 is as follows :—

Rs.
Sindh i i @ i o 12.00 Per maund
Punjab 2 5 - . . 11.75 Per maund
N.W.F.P. o . . . . 11.50 Per maund

(b) This is the minimum support price which means that the sugar mills are
bound to pay this price even in a surplus crop year when the prices tends to get
depressed. But other-wise the farmers are free to sell the cane to any sugar mill at any
price. A quality premium at prescribed rate is payable in addition if the cane is
purchased by the sugar mills at the support price.

The position regarding support price for sugarcane will be reviewed before the
planting of the crop next year. On the basis of this review which takes into
consideration a number of factors like domestic demand and cost of production, the

government on the recommendations of the Agricultural Prices Commission will
decide whether or not the support price of sugarcane next year should be revised.
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Mr. Chairman : No. no, I think he is right.
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Mr. Chairman : This brings us to the end.of the questions.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
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Mr. Chairman : Would you like to respond to or shall I...... 7

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, actually I have just come in. I understand the
objection is regarding the oath taken by the Ministers Sir, hasthe honourable Member
produced any document on which he is basing his claim or just he is speculating:
that.......

Mr. Chairman : I think, what he is saying is that the oath which was
administered to the Ministers who are attending this House was not in the form which

the Constitution provides, and to that extent, the presence of the Ministers in this

House—the Minister or the Cabinet so to say not being legally constituted is not
valid.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, the honourable Member should produce a document
on the basis of which he is making this claim otherwise we have no means to check what
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heis saying? We read the oath that was given to us. [ assume, it was according to the
Constitution and unless he can produce a document we don’t know Sir, what the basis
of the claim is ?

Mr. Chairman: I think, the wording of that document wasdifferent but I think
this is a point on which as far as the Chair is concerned I have given my decision
already. T will refer to the ruling which was given on the 19th of July in which 1 have
said © “the legality of the composition of the Cabinet and the manner it was constituted
arc also Constitutional issues outside the purview of the Senate’s intervention and have
little to do with privilege. So. I think, I will repeat the same thing that="" if the
constitutionality of the Government as presently constituted is in doubt, the Senate
cannot intervene and interfere in that. [t is a matter again for the judiciary to settle
and somebody, if he wants, should question it in a court of competent jurisdiction.

PSS i Bt L SR ag
LJ/)}/_./LH//%L///,,U/J(YU‘,O‘;’W

U U S e W e B s A

u@{/;,; ,/d_, 2 Judgement LS o0 ,/z_;.,(/{u”
W4 ot i vy 4—’/0"'}‘ by wpoin 2N
d’“u*q-//_’;’ U ul e s 6" G S0 7 /4'
(J‘//V' Ui e 4_‘_7-;‘ opinion fl.’,.y 4«,/L/;
meservencs el g T L Ole . compeensy
‘l’-"'l’ . UM b)/"'/(f‘(b// édf/;’u! doubt /
4—««0)) S oy l,~ S ST EDA g
g il

=
ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

(i) RE : BOMBING BY RUSSIAN AEROPLANES IN THE AREA OF
SOUTH WAZIRISTAN

Lo ay SontS v st
Fov g d S W sy SE oSl




ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS (1) RE : BOMBING BY RUSSIAN 831
AEROPLANES IN THE AREA OF SOUTH WAZIRISTAN

o u;/l/w///)’,-w'/z//f/e/ffd’»w
i ol S g B A«/(f‘})!///u)/)',j‘"
(a,u;/wfawm W JIulig sl éf/;/
e/au/,:uﬂf”a,é '/Z/uu/// 2 b
u»yf T LW bl o o Lk P S
- ELL uJ/;/J/.Z/J‘éul{b//b/c;:’/;' uf,ld"[/,olz_
L B2 e o et f LS. Pl s,
/é:’u’!/d i U’uyé/w’z,/,aufuf‘fdu"adt

é!cﬁ,l/dvu/ﬂd""/ z,bcuu////,,b(;/;

Mr. Chairman : Is it being opposed 7
Mr. Mahmood A. Haroon : Opposed, Sir!
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Not pressed.

Next Mr. Ahmedmian Soomra.

I'think, it has to be postponed. He has requested for their being taken up on the
9th.

No. 89 is also in the name of Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro.
No. 90 ‘is in the name of Mr. Javed Jabbar :

On the frequent breakdown of electrical power in Karachi.

(i) RE: FREQUENT BREAK DOWN OF ELECTRICAL POWER IN
KARACHI

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I'ask for leave to move that the House do now adjourn to discuss a matter of
recent occurrence and of urgent public import
breakdown in Karachi leading to a large scale pr
the 1st of August, 1988.

ance, namely the persistent power
otest by citizens and shopkeepers on

Mr. Chairman : Is it being opposed ?
Mr. Illahi Bukhsh Soomro : Opposed, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Right. Youmay wish to say something more in explanation of"
its admissibility.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : The subject of power supply to Karachi is not something
thatconcerns one city alone, it is a Federal responsibility and particularly in view of the
special nature of Karachi, the basic efficiency of a corporation controlled by the
Federal Government is called into question here, sustained: inefficiency marked by
continuing and deepening corruption at every level. What is called into question here
is the linkage with Water and Power Development Authority, again a Federally
controlled institution. Since this linkage, no marked improvement has been noticed in
the performance of the KESC indeed the suffering of the citizens of Karachi has
increased to the extent that a woman and a child ‘recently was suffocated to death

due to abnormally uncomfortable conditions prepetuated by days and hours of lack"
of power supply in extremely hot weather conditions.

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, the continued and frequent breakdown of power supply
to Karachi represents a major loss to industry and commerce in the largest commercial
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centre ot Pakistan and the protest launched by the shopkeepers on the 1st of August is
just the latest example of what continues to be a major concern. I believe that the

motion satisfies all the other technical grounds for admissibility and, therefore, I press
it. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Illahi Bukhsh Soomro.
Mr. Illahi Bukhsh Soomro : Thanl;:jyou, Sir.

What my honourable Senator. has stated is partly correct. There has been
breakdb;vqx}l in Karachi and the administration is aware of it. The supply system as you
know and as the honourable Senator knows comprises of three components :
generation, transmission and distribution.

The expansion of population in Karachi has been unprecedented and it has not
been possible for the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation to keep up with the rate of
growth. At the moment, the problem is not lying with generation but it lies with
transmission and distribution, and I think, it will take us at least two years to rectify the
distribution system, and the recent rains have further aggravated the situation of the
supply positionin Karachi. Iregret these power failures and I can assure my colleague
that all efforts are being put in to see that minimum inconvenience is caused to the
residents of the area. It is also true that there has been short supply of power to the
industrial zone and there has been clamour from the industrial consumers. The lines
remain overloaded, the feeders remain overloaded, the grid stations remain overloaded
and we have prepared a plan to relieve this overloading. As I submitted earlier it will

take us some time and Insha Allah be given reasonable time we would look after all

these deficiencies. So, I would request my colleague not to press it in view of my
submissions.

Sved Abbas Shah : Sir, the Minister has admitted the fault of Karachi Electric
Company but only admission of the fault will not justify that we should not press the
adjournment motion presented by my friend Mr. Javed Jabbar because Karachi is the
nerve centre of the whole country. Most of the industries and trade is concentrated at
Karachi. We have a lot of problems in our country and we cannot by inefficiency or
by these excuses which have been presented ignore this very important issue of power
failure particularly when we feel and we know that we are not under load-shedding
conditions in the country. Because of water supply in the rivers electric supply is
2nough in the country and there is inefficiency and with the inefficiency the whole
country is suffering. So, with these lame excuses which have been presented, [ think, we
sheuld notignore this matter. I feel that an issue which is of so much importance to the

nation, not only to Karachi but to the whole nation requires a full-dress discussion
and the House may be adjourned to discuee this issue because there will be many
other things which can be brought to the notice of the Government. It is very
important. This is my view. Thank you, Sir. -
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Mr. Chairman: But this refers only to Karachi. Youareasking for a debate on
the general electric supply conditions in the céountry.

~ Syed Abbas Shah : 1 said Karachi Electric Company, Sir. The general
conditions come, in because they are girded up, together so the power supply is
available throughout the country. This is what I said but I mean that Karachi
Electric Supply Company’s position should be discussed, Sir.

Nawabzada Jahangir Shah Jogezai : May I say some thing ?
Mr. Chairman : Yes please.

Nawabzada Jahangir Shah Jogezai : Sir, it is an admitted fact that inef-
ficiency starts from a bad organization. I think if WAPDA had given distribution
to the private concerns this would have solved the problem. We have seen the work-
ing of private electricity companies which were in Quetta or Karachi. They were
very efficient. I had never seen any fault or breakdown. So, why not do this ? WAPDA
should produce the bulk of the power and sell the bulk to private enterprises and
organizations which should distribute them and this will result in bringing a lot
of money to the Government because they will sell distribution line to the public
and the public will invest money in that. That is the only way that, I think, will
lead to a better management and will solve the problem. This is what I can suggest
to them.

~ Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, I respect the sincerity of the honourable
Minister and I appreciate the difficulties he must be facing in being able to present
arguments for his side of the story but he will also possibly agrec with me Mr.
Chairman, that this problem has been highlighted in parliament since 1985. At that
time as well his various predecessors in the office gave us assurances that this situation
would be rectified in one year or two years. Now, [ am sure, he is sincere when he says
two years but Mr. Chairman, this motion touches upon very basic substantive issues
which the honourable Minister has not touched upon,  namely, (1) the linkage with
WAPDA and the consequent effect, the adverse effect on the Karachi power supply
situation and (2) .Mr. Chairman, it is not possible for a city of over seven million
.people to suffer indefinitely for two more years unless there is some assurance given
about privatization of the power sector. - It is clearly within the scope of this
Government which wants to encourage dis-investment, de-regulation and encouragép
the private sector. Let the private sector set up emergency programmes to rectify what'
is really a power famine. Karachi is suffering from a water famine, Karachi is also
suffering from a power famine. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I am constrained to press
this motion. Thank you. ’

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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Mr. Chairman : I think, before I request the Minister once again to take the
floor, let me state one or two general principles on the basis of which we have been
admitting or not admitting adjournment motions of this type in the past. Generally
speaking the subject matter of an adjournment motion must have direct or indirect
relation to the immediate conduct of the Government in a particular matter or
event. It must be in the nature of criticism of the action of the Governmenteither for
having taken certain action or for having failed to take some action which was
necessary to be taken at the moment.

In the present case the frequent breakdown of power in one part or any part of
Karachi. I think, it is a sad reflection on the performance of the Karachi Electric
Supply Company and on the management, control and distribution of electricity in the
principal town of the country. So, from that point of view if you want to debate or air
your views in greater details, I will have no objection to admitting the motion if the
Minister agrees and if the Minister is in a position to satisfy the House because beyond
that there is nothing further that you can discuss. If the Minister is in a position to
satisfy the House on that then perhaps that may be the end of the story.

Mr. Illahi Bakhsh Soomro : Thank you, Sir. 1 already submitted before the
House that the system consists of three steps—generation, transmission and
distribution. At the moment there is no problem with gencration and I say so on two
counts. No. 1, the total requirement of power for Karachi area is about 1030 Mgwts
and we have a generation capability for Karachi which is 1046 Mgwts. So, we are more
or less at the same level and we do not have any reserve in case of breakdown. But
fortunately we are on the national grid now. Of today there are certain breakdowns in
Karachi electric supply to the extent that we are running short of 200 Mgwts but
because of the advantage of the national grid, 200 Mgwts are being supplied by
- WAPDA. So, as far as the generation is concerned, we have no problem. But.
improvement of transmission and improvement of distribution takes time. I had
already submitted that this improvement of extension is called for because there is
unprecedented growth and demand on power within the Karachi area.

Now Karachi Electric Supply Corporation is a private limited company except
that the majority shares are controlled by the Government and we are in the midst of
having taken a decision that the generation is being handed over to WAPDA because
of the reason I stated earlier and the distribution and sub-transmission is being retained
by the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation, and I was very sincere in stating that it
would technically need at least two years and lot of funding to improve the distribution
and transmission system. And if my statement does not satisfy my honourable
Senators I will be willing to have any discussion that they want. There is no harm in
having any discussion but I think in view of this there would be very little to discussand -
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we are adding 19 more grid stations within the city. Extra feeders are coming up. As
you would know Sir, these all additions and alterations and improvements do take time
apart from the funding side.

Mr. Chairman : This is why I read out the principles on the basis of whichwe
have been admitting these motions. What you are stating is no doubt a matter of
details and that has to be considered over a period of time and that probably cannot be
made the subject of an adjournment motion in this sense that an adjournment motion
would not bring out how the present defects or deficiencies in the system should be
remedied. The remedy for that can be that either you take it up in the committee or you
take it up under Rule 194 when there is no limitation on time etc. and members can go
into the details of what you are proposing to do or the Karachi Electric Supply
Corporation is proposing to do and what their suggestions may be. It is upto the
mover of the motion whether he would accept that course.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, if the honourable Minister is willing to
participate in a debate under Rule 194 then I do not press the motion

. Mr. Chairman : I think that might be a better way because thert concrete
suggestions can come. My own information as I have having something to do in
the past with this particular subject, is that there is a basic flaw in the design of the
electricity distribution system in. Karachi and the present people are not willing at
any rate to change that design. So, these are questions of details probably which
in a limited forum and having greater time can be resolved.

(interruption)

Mr. Chairman: In that case it can be a committee of the House or the standing
committee I think.

Mr. Illahi Bakhsh Soomro : I think Sir, that if they rcally want to do justice to
the subject, we can discuss these technical details and other problems before a
committe better than in this House.

Mr. Chairman : So, in that case, I would suggestif it is acceptable to the House
that you refer this issue to the Standing Committee > this subject ' with the mover of

the motion plus Syed Abbas Shah, and one or two others whom you may lxke to
associate with that.

f

1 Syed Abbas Shah : Sir, | am already a member of that committee.

Mr. Chairman : You are already a member of that committee. Then, you place
‘before that committee all the proposals which Karachi Electric Supply Corporation
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has for the improvement of the system, what they want to do at what cost and what
period of time. And as a result of these deliberations, may be something positive
emerges which may do some good to Karachi and to the residents or the citizens of
Karachi. Then, we refer it to the Standing Committee. Thank you.

There are two other motions given, I think, this morning one was by Li. Gen.
(Retd) Saeed Qadir.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Why don’t you say Sir, just Senator Saeed Qadir.

Mr. Chairman : I have before me “Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir”, I think he has
carned that.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saced Qadir: Iam proud of being a Senator and the fact that

have served this country for 40 years, I don’t see why you (Mr. Javed Jabbar) should say
that my prefix should not be added.

. Mr. Chairman : I think you [Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saced Qadir] go ahead with your
adjournment motion.

(i) RE : 6 MILLION REDUCTION IN THE ALLOCATION MADE FOR THE
UNIVERSITIES.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : Mr. Chairman, I have two motions, not one. |
will read out but the first request is that - this motion concerns the Finance Minister
and I don’t see the Finance Minister here. So, may I request that this may be taken up
when he is here because the main purpose is to bring it to his notice.

Mr. Chairman : If you want to wait for the Finance Minister I have no

objection but I think probably if you would go into the details on the admissibility
alone it may not be admissible. '

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saced Qadir : Well of course that is your power. So far I am
,concerned I have been through the details and I think it is a perfectly admissible motion
otherwise T would not have put it. It is your discretion to rule it out and the idea was
not here even to press the issue’; the idea is to brihg it before the Finance Minister that
education is a subject which can hardly be neglected and even if one rupee is deducted
there is a matter of great shame for education when we are screaming at the top of our
voices that education needs the most attention and here we find a cut of one or two
percent being imposed on this particular side of the administration.

Mr. Chairman: No, what I had in my mind was something else and it was that
the incident or the occurrence to which you refer has not really occurred, it has not
taken place. At this stage it is all inferential, it is all éonjectural and I would read out the
news item on the basis of which you have made this motion.
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Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : The news item is in front of you, I can certainly
read it out.

Mr. Chairman : If you please read it out then I think it would be clear.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : It is from The Muslim’s news desk by Mujtaba
Akhtar, Islamabad, August 2:

“The country’s 20 twenty Universities may plunge into deep financial
crisis folowing a cut by the Government in their recurring
expenditure. This has been reduced by rupees six million from 972 million
to rupees.966 million. The deficit, experts fear,will grow to over rupees 12
million by the end of the year severely affecting the overall performance of
the seats of higher learning. Financial problems, the universities are
currently faced with, it is feared, will become more serious because of the
Finance Ministry’s overall policies towards higher education.

Mr. Chairman : Right, if you stop here and allow me to make one or two
comments. Your motion is based on this news item. Now, if you would refer to it z
little carefully :

“the country’s 20 universities may plunge into a deep financial concern™
[tdces notsay thatit hasalready plunged and that can be then an occurrence which can

oe the subject of an adjournment motion but “may plunge” is something inferential, it
's in the future. Then next it says that ;

“the experts fear that deficit will grow to so and so amount.”

This again, as I said before,is anticipatory and inferential. Then it says:

“financial problem the universities are currently faced with will become
more serious because of Finance Ministry’s attitude.”

So, nothing has happened;

Mr. Chairman : My point is that nothing as happened yet.

-
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Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saced Qadir : Of course a lot has happened Mr. Chairman, ]
beg to disagree, a lot has happened, if you are going to take note of UL 95 03

real sentence oJ A‘/z LU)//Z,/:,‘ - “",C/L; L}” L/C’ dU[Jd({ ({72';: 4

after the sentence which you have read ‘cut’ ; £~ &7

“the country’s 20 universities may plunge into deep financial crisis
following a cut by the Government in their recurring grant expenditures.”

Following a ‘cut’,the crucial sentence is““following a cut” and it is in your information
and my information that the Government has in fact already instituted a cut of % on
allnon developmentexpenditure and that is why I requested if the Finance Minister
would be here he has to confirm that this is true that the instructions have already been
issued. This cut of 6 million barely comes to about one percent. -

Mr. Chairman : No. it comes to 0.6%.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeced Qadir : 0.6% alright. That is why I said less than onc
percent. But my point was that Government’s instructions are which is not based on
news item that there will be a five percent cut. Now, if we go by the truth of the
Government instructions the matter is much more serious and is to be debated whether
the news item appears or not. So, the idea of bringing this issue before the House was
and I am sure that the House would be in total agreement with me that the Government
must find measures where education is not affected. You can spread the cuts out’

.clsewhere. It is in this context that the Government should look at education rather
than placing a burden on a sector which is already overburdened and I have yet not
gone to the research aspects of it, we have not got the arithmetic of it.

Mr. Chairman: That point may well be valid and I don’t dispute that but the
only question is whether that point can become the subject of an adjournment
motion. Thisisa function of the budget of how much money is allotted to which sector
and at what proportion etc. If you want to discuss the general allotment which the
Ministry or for that matter the Education Ministry has made to universities that can be
brought under some other motion but not as an adjournment motion, this is my only
quarrel with you. If you want to discuss the general policy of the financing of
universities you can do it under some other motion but it cannot be an adjournment
motion because adjournment motin has a specific significance and a specific
connotation.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saced Qadir : This news item, the context of it, does bring out
that there has been a cut enforced and I think no body can deny that tact.

Mr. Chairman : Let us hear the Minister for Justice also, I think.



(iv) RE: SCUFFLE BETWEEN PASSENGERS AND PIA STAFF AT THE COUNTER 841
OF KARACHI AIRPORT

& -

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, I think you are quite right. This motion is technically
not admissible only for'the reason that you have stated Sir, it is also a matter which is
notof recent occurrence. Itisalsoa broad policy issue because cuts have been imposed
on all the government_departments as a policy measure but Sir, I think the anxiety of
the honourable Senator is that the Finance Minister’s attention should be drawn to
this. 8o, although technically not admissible perhaps it should await a response from
the Finance Minister. '

Mr. Chairman: I have no objection to that. Aslong as you don’t press it as an
adjournment motion and we would request the Minister for Finance to make a
statemeént on this.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : Thank you very much. May I move the next one

Mr. Chairman : Yes please, I think we still have three minutes.

(iv) RE: SCUFFLE BETWEEN PASSENGERS AND PIA STAFF AT THE COUNTER
AT KARACHI AIRPORT.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir : I beg to move that the normal business of the
House be suspended to discuss a matter of general public importance. According to a
news item published in the daily "Jang’ of Wednesday, 3rd August, 1988, the passengers
at the Karachi Airport attacked the PIA counter and smashed it due to the indifferent
altitude of the PIA staff towards the passengers who were stranded at the airport for
about 14 hours without food and reasonable accommodation for rest.

Mr. Chairman : Is it being opposed ?

Mr. Mahmood A. Haroon : Since this has just been received by us and already
enquiries were afoot, if it can be postponed then I will be able to make a statement.

Mr. Chairman : I don’t think the mover will have any objection to its being
deferred.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saced Qadir : You may postpone it Sir,.
Mr. Chairman : Right, then we will give a chance to the Minister to collect

furtherinformation on this subject. This brings us to the end of the half an hour for
adjournment motions. Next item 3, Mr. Wasim Sajjad.
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Mr. Chairman : | think, Mr. Javed Jabbar ! you wanted to say something.

Mr. Javed Jabbar :'I was just going to say Mr. Chairman, if you notice the
relatively low attendance today will probably be repcated on Saturday, very few
members will be present in Islamabad. You might wish to consider postponing it just
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to Sunday afternoon or forenoon because at least we will have a sitting on Sunday
evening. ’

Mr. Chairman : But there is something fixed for Sunday morning also.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Sunday afternoon perhaps Sir, just two hours before the
>illing.

Mr. Chairman : No. Sunday afternoon there is another function
somewhere. But what I wanted to see was which are the committees?

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Three or four committees scheduled on Saturday.

Mr. Chairman : Then, who arc the members, whether they are present here or
not .

Mr. Javed Jabbar : More than half of the Committees supposed to meet at te:.
0" clock on Saturday are not present in the House today.

Mr. Chairman : Well, we would look into it in the Secretariat separately and if
possible we will postpone it to Monday.
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Dr. Bisharat Elahi : I think, I would not be here on Saturday.
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Disussion on the following the motion moved by Mr. Wasim Sajjad.

DISCUSSION ON THE ENFORCEMENT OF SHARIA ORDINANCE 1988
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Point of Order. Areyou fixing a time for discussion of item
No. 3 so that the other items can also be taken up today.

Mr. Chairman : Yes.
Mr. Javed Jabbar : Whate is the time Mr. Chairman ?
Mr. Chairman : We have to fix time only for one item which is coming up last.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Well Sir, what about item 4 anditem 5? They are also very
topical and relevant.

Mr. Chairman : True,

Mr. Javed Jabbar : But Sir, are you fixing sometime for item 3 just now ?

Mr. Chairman: [am working backward ; time would be fixed for item 7,1 think
the same two hours debate. We will start discussion on that between 12.30 to 1.00
P.M.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, do justice to item 3.

Mr. Chairman: Well, let us sce how many people are prepared to speak on item
3. On the *Enforcement of Shariah Ordianance
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Mr. Chairman : Then you start.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank you Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, in discussing
the situation arising out of the promulgation of the Shariah Ordinance, I would like to .
begin by posing the question as to what word ‘Shariah’ mcans according to the
Ordinance itself. There is a definition provided that the word *Shariah’ represents the
mjunctions of Islam as evident, as expressed, in the Quran and the Sunnah. This is
obviously the linguistic and historic and acceptable definition of the word. But
Mr.Chairman, in practice, the word ‘Shariah’ to me can be expressed i six words and
those six words are social justice, truth, eugity, development, peace and democracy. In
my view each of those six words represent the meaning of the concept of Shariah and it
is necessary to stress these six words because whenever we talk about Shariah, the
interpretation is on a narrow linguistic, semantics religious. connotation and religion
notonly -—not in the comprehensive religious sense but religion in a narrow ritualistic
or orthodox sense as to what is understood by religion. So. it is necessary to say that

‘Shariah particularly in the year 1988 as we head towards another century means
these six words. Shariah means democracy, Shariah means peace, development,
equity, truth and social justice and in my view, Mr. Chairman, the process of the
enforcement of these six words began not in 1977 or in 19388. It began in 1947
with the very achievement of Pakistan which was the first step towards democracy
the first step towards peace; the first step towards justice because in my view
Shariah is a continuous -and perpetually evolving process. Shariah is not a single Bil!
or an Act, it cannot be. If it is that is why I had disagreed with great respect with
my fellow members who had moved the Shariah Bill in the Senate.
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{ had moved a motion saying that with due respect itis not appropriate, not fair
to name a Bill by one of the most sacred words in gur religion because anyone getting
up to talk about that Bill or criticises it is immediately going to be misunderstood or
lays himself open to the charge that he is opposing Islam or hc is too modern or he is
western or he is atheistic. It is almost similar. God forbids, any disrespect on my part
as to say that there is a Quran Bill in Parliament. Therefore, a State founded on the
ideology of these six words of Shariah should not ever need to have a Bill called the
‘Shariah Bill’ because the whole concept of the State is based on the very premise of
Shariah or to say that there is only one, Bill called *Shariah® and all the other Bills are
non-Shariah Bills or non-Shariah Ordinances. It is vital to be careful how we use
words ? Because words determine actions and words shape attitudes. Much as pcople
may decry that too much reliance should not be placed on words. I think, it is always
with words that either truth is expressed or truth is distorted. And if you notice Mr.
Chairman, that all the disruptions of the democratic process that began in 1947 have
been against the spirit and letter of Shariah. Becausc if Shariah means those six things
then we have been violating Shariah right from 1947 and not from 1973, Under the
1973 Constitution, not between 1972 and 1977, we cannot say that the intervention of
July 5. 1977 can be justificd because the country or the political system was violating
Shariah. If we say that Shariah has been violated, it has been violated almost from the
very first year of this country’s birth that is why today we are in this incredible
intellectual contradiction that 40 years after the creation of an ideological country we

“have 1o enforce an Ordinance in order to convince oursclves that we are actually
Mushlims. I'mean for the past 40 years, it appears that there seems to be some confusion
even at the highest level of academic thinking of political power as to what we are and
where we are supposed to go. But Mr. Chairman, my : submission is that to truly
cnforce those six words of what Shariah means requires not just a change in law.

There are many realities that exist in any society which are not covered by
law. There is no statute on the books of Pakistan which actually describes the state of
corruption, moral distortion that exists in this country. So, simply by printing a new
piece of paper ; simply by inducting some people into somenew positions and showing
them on television and having the President speak to them and they answer the
President, we arenot going to be convinced that this represents a historic joint-step
towards enforcement of Shariah ; Shariah can exist or not it depends on the quality of
implementation of the laws. You can have good laws but rotten systems. Almost
every country in the world has good laws. No country in the world whether Muslim or
non-Muslim is going to have a law on its statute book which says — the poor of this
country should be suppressed — whether it is a Communist country or capitalist
country, Muslim or Christian, they will all say justice, democracy, truth, social
equity. Show me one constitution that does not talk about these things. But the real
purpose of Shariah is how we live. What we do with the laws that we already have.
Therefore, the Shariah Ordinance in my view is all up in the air instead of being down
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on the ground where the reality is, where the Muslims live and breathe and die that
is where Islam exists in this country and the Shariah Ordinance has to be related to
the reality of the quality of Muslim life in this country today. The Shariah Ordina
nce does not take cognizance of that reality. Many sections of it deal with the induc-
tion of Muftis, appointment of Ulemas to the High Courts. High Courts are a long
way away, Mr. Chairman, 95% of the people of this country do not have the means—
the financial means, the social means to be able to afford justice in the High Courts,
95% of the people are at the mercy of the junior lower courts and if you take 50%
of the population which is women who do not even have the freedom or the courage
to step out of their doors in the villages, leave alone walk into the Supreme Court or
High Court and talk to the Ulemas and plead their cases for equal rights or the rights
given to them by Islam. So, what does the Shariah Ordinance do? It does not take
note of the reality of Muslims life; It takes note of a particular political situation
faced by the present Government and in order to find a way through this little mys-
tery of how to solve various practical problems; of how to ake care of the Bill that is
pending in the Senate, yet another Ordinance is formulated and promulgated.

Even the two Commissions, Mr. Chairman, created by the Shariah Ordinance.
I think, they are both redundant and duplicative. The Constitution of Pakistan
already created a body called the *Council of Islamic Ideology™. The Constitution of
Pakistan already gave us the Federal Shariat Court. In the existence of these two
-forums what role this new - Commission on the ‘Islamization” of the economy is going
to play ? The concept of the Council of Islamic Ideology is so vast that it includes the
cconomy and it includes education. If the Council of Islamic Ideology is really able
and willing to relate itself to the modern world, to the real world, then it can give
judgements or it can make recommendations on every aspect of national life. There is
no need for the creation of yet another set of two Commissions which will take a more
precious, limited, financial resources and occupy a lot of time on media and everyone
will be shown interviewing and being interviewed again and re-interviewed and the
same basic confusion perpetuated and reperpetuated instecad of moving towards some
real clarity.

So, Mr. Chairman, I come now to a basic contradiction which, I think, illustrates
the whole irony of Shariah and the lack of implementation of democracy and justice
and balance. The very Ministry that deals with the formulation of Ordinances and
their promulgation at least in this respect the Ministry of Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs has a tradition by which the Secretary of this Ministry is a Judge of the High
“ourt under the able leadership of a political Minister which to my mind is a very un-
Islamic confusion between the executive and the judiciary. I am sure that the
honourable Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Justice and Parliamentary Affairs is
an upright man. Heisable to withstand any pressure put upon him but the moment he
steps out of the High Court and starts sitting in Islamabad and works as the Secretary
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of a"Ministry, he 1s subject to executive control and then after a few vears he goes
back to the Hight Court as a Judge of the High Court and he ends up as a Judge of
the Supreme Court. 1am at alossto understand as to how he can ensure a truly
meaningful detachment and objectivity in the performance of his judicial function
having been so long exposed to the temptations or to the perils of exccutive office
and this at a time when we are talking about the promulgation of the Sharial in
which a clear separation of functions is envisaged from the very beginning so that
you can ensure true justice.

Also, Mr. Chairman, does the Shariah Ordinance truhy take note of the need for
accountability. the concept of accountability because if it truly wanted to deal with
fundamental questions of Islam in the modern world it surely would have touched
upon a lingering contradiction that marks our ' Constitution which provides total
immunity from prosecution to all actions of the executive. | mean the Chief Exccutive
of the country. the honourable Ministers. cannot be really taken to a court because of
whatever actions they perform while in office. Now. this IS an administrative
convenience, inherited from certain parts of the West which we have conveniently
absorbed in an un-Islamic fashion and made part of our Constitution but I think this
lack of accountability becomes actually a licence because every one who occupies
executives office in Pakistan knows that after leaving office he cannot be really dragged
mto court or questioned whereas the basic spirit of Shariah is total and perpetual
accontabihity,

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, I believe that the Shariah Ordinance does not even look
at the economic reality of Pakistan. That by simply setting up a commission it only
evades the need to have undertaken very direct and basic changes in the economic
structure of this country for which we, as I said carlier. do not require a
commission. We require executive action whether it is in the planning stage or in the
annual development programme stage where you allocate resources for various
sectors. Coming at a time when the National Assembly stands dissolved the Shariah
Ordinance does not advance those basic meanigful aspects of Shariah, namely,
democracy. justice, truth, equity which are the fundamental principles of
Islam. Thank you.
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the House.

Mr. Chairman: Heis not member of the House but he is Minister for Religious
Affairs and a Minister of the Government can speak on any subject that he wishes.

( Pause)

Mr. Chairman : I think it would not be possible to take up the next item for
discussion because the Interior Minister would require at least 30 to 40 minutes to
make the statement. Iam talking about item 4. So, this will also have to be postponed
to the next day because there would not be time to take up even one speaker on that if
we have to take up the debate on the adjournment motion by 12.45PM at the latest. In
the meantime the Minister would certainly require, according to the information that 1

have got from him, 40/45 minutes. .

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Sir, does the Caretaker Government has any kind of whip

system by which attendance in the House may be scrutinized/secured or is it left to the
discretion of the members.

Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer : It is left to the good judgement of the Senators.
Mr. Chairman: I think the Whip has to be provided by the House itself. Mafik

Naseem Ahcer ‘Sahib, I think we will now take up your item.

You may please make
your statement on item No. 5 on the Orders of the Day.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, may [ draw your attention toRule207 and
request the opportunity to make a brief reply to the presentation by the Minister ?

Mr. Chairman : ] think, after a statement by the Minister, unless you move a
separate motion. . . .

Mr. Javed Jabbar : No, Sir. Under Rule 207, the mover of a motion has the
right of reply to conclude the debate. Please check it.

Mr. Chairman : This is not correct. I had made it very clear that as far as the

adjournment motions are concerned, they have been finished ; they are dead and gone
Nnow.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Sir, when the subject is alive, then

Mr. Chairman : The subject is alive, that is quite true. But if you want to
discuss whatever the Minister has said you have to move a separate motion on that. In
that, the Minister’s statement can be debated.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, here are a few points which I thought might
need his further clarification. I'mean, I am not going to try to delay the proceedings of
the House but because this is the subject that has a vital interest to all the people.

Mr. Chairman : That is quite true but then you can move that the Minister's

statement should be debated or discussed separately and for that you will have to give a
notice.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, while the formation of the Committee is a
welcome move we must be careful that a Senate Committee does not become a scape-
goat or a substitute for executive action. A Senate Committee can only do
investigative work, recommendatory work but it can also create the illusion that the
Senate is responsible for any deterioration in the situation or improvement after today
which is not so. So, I mean, the mandate of the Committee ; the terms of reference of
the Committee should be spelt out.
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Mr. Chairman : This is exactly what I meant.
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Iam sorry. Don’t divide people by language. One Pakistan .

(interruption)
Mr. Chairman : No, No, [ think, that is not so.
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I think we have done enough as far as this particular subject is concerned. W
¢an move now to the next item.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Sir, will you give the names at the next sitting of the Senate °

Mr. Chairman : Well, may be a day or two later but by the next week, Insha-
Allah. At the time you (addressing Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer) can also tell me the
time limit in which the Committee should report back to the House.
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DISCUSSION ON ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : HAVOC CAUSED BY RAINS
AND FLOODS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY

Mr. Chairman : We take up the next item then on the situation arising out of
recent rains and floods causing widespread devastation and extensive damage to life
and property all over the country.
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Mr. Chairman : Mr. Wasim Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Mr. Chairman, the honourable Senators have drawn
altention to the extensive damage caused by rains and floods throughout the
country. Sir, thisis a situation where no doubt very extensive damage has been caused
notonlyasa result of floods but also because of unprecedented rains that we are having
with the result that all the four provinces of Pakistan have been affected in one way or
the other. The floods have mainly affected the province of Punjab and Sindh and rains,
as pointed out by the honourable Senators, have affected the province of Frontier in i
considerable manner. : '

The position Sir, at present, is that Indus is in exceptionally high flood at
Guddu, Sukkur and Chashma. Chenab isin high flood at Khanki and Qadirabad and
in medium flood at Maralla. Ravi is in high flood at Sidhnai. Howeyer, it is
eratifying that the biggest peak occurred four days ago at Mithankot where all the
rivers meet and the peak now building up is expected to be lower than the previous
one. Asfarasthe damage caused by floods is concerned and the details which we have

been able to gather so far, the floods have affected about two thousand five hundred
villages, one million people, about twenty six lacs acres of land including about six
lacs crop-area throughout the country. Besides about thirty one thousand houses
have been damaged, nineteen thousand houses have been demolished and about 17
hundred heads of cattle have been lost. According to the details Sir, about 158
people have died as aresult of this in different parts of the country.

‘The flood situation now is monitored round the clock at the Federal and
Provincial levels and necessary preventive measures are being adopted to save the
people from further damage. As the water in the rivers approached the range-mark,
the provincial governments started evacuation operations in the areas that were likely
to be affected by the flood. In most of the areas people were evacuated before the flood
could actually hit these areas. In other areas where the people were affected by rain
and flood water they were evacuated by boats. Army was called in aid of the civil
administration where it was necessary. So far, 99862 people have been required to be
evacuated and shifted to 168 relief camps i.e. 130 in Punjab, 37 in Sindh and one in
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NWEP where they are being looked after and being provided the basic necessities of
life. The provincial governments have so far spent Rs. 2785 thousand on relief ~
operations. Inaddition to the efforts of the Government, philanthropic organizations
are providing relief assistance in these camps. In order to control spread of epidemics,
people have been inoculated and vaccinated in reiief camps in flood atfected
arcas. Simultaneously, the provincial governments are conducting survey of the
damages caused to life and property for payment of compensation. Sir, as you know
the relief to the flood affected people is primarily the responsibility of the provincial
government but the Cabinet Division at the Federal level coordinates the relief
activities of the provincial governments and provides relief assistance in case the
provincial governments are unable to meet the relief requirements of the people out of
their own financial resources. So far, the provincial governments have not approached
the Cabinet Division for such assistancé but the Federal Government will come to the
assistance of the provincial governments in case any relief of whatever nature is
required by them. The Government is fully conscious of the magnitude of this
disaster. Every effort will be made to provide relief to the people affected and every
possible assistance will be given by the Government.

The honurable Senators have suggested for the constitution of a House
Committee. Sir, [ have no objection to the setting up of such a committee and I think,
the honourable Senators have full confidence in you, Sir, you may kindly set up such a
committee and give them the terms of reference so that the relief operations can bé
further strengthened and the more details as have been provided by the honourable
Senators regarding various areas to which they belong, these can be effectively brought
to the notice of the Government and Sir, they can be coordinated and involved in the

relief operations if you. so desire and you can make that committee on these lines, Sir.
Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Well. This is for the House to decide but as far as the
committee is concerned, I think, itis a very detailed job which probably a committee of
the House would not be able to perform effectively. My suggestion would be that
individual Senators can report and communicate whatever damages and losses havce
taken place in a particular area to the provincial government and as a House we can
request the provincial governments to take those recommendations and those reports
fully into account when deciding issues of compensation, etc.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : That will be okay.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Sir, we could refer it to the Standing Committee concerned
with the Cabinet Division which supervises the flood operations.
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Mr. Chairman : This requires on the spot examination, going from village to
village, from river to river. So, what I am suggesting is that we would request the
provincial government that Senators belonging to particular areas where flood or rains
damage has taken place they should be encouraged to report to the provincial
authorities and take their recommendations into account when deciding the question
of compenstion, relief etc.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : They should also bring it to the notice of the Cabinet’
Division-so that whatever assistance we can give we would provide them, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: As a matter of fact, the recommendations which they made to
the provincial governments, copies of those would be sent to the Cabinet Division
which can then coordinate as part of the flood relief cell or whatever it is called.
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So, this brings to conclusion the discussion -on the adjournment motion
concerning situation arising out of the recent rains and floods.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Pointof Order. Sir, how many additional days the House is
proposed to be called into session because some indication of the duration of the

wssion would be useful.
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Mr. Chairman: We have been told that the session would continue till the 21st
of August. 1988.

So. the House stands adjourned to meet again on 7th August, 1988, at 5.45 PM
as a Private Members® Day.  Thank you.

[The House adjourned to meet again at Five Forty Five of the clock in the
evening on Sunday, the 7th August, 1988/

. PCPPK—Litho/2183/88-89/Senate—20-5-92—-300 Books.



