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Mr. Chairman : Lﬂ’“")” J'-w‘/*—'—“ .o-’h./j

Before we take up the questions, I would like to."
draw the attention of the leader of the House to the late start of the
meeting by'an hour. This is not , as I said on some previous occasion,
the tradition of this House and I would request him to kindly ensure
that in future we start these meetings in time. Thank you.
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Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan : Mr. Chairman, I am extremely sorry
that we are meetmg one hour late ‘Actually we had to go to attend a
meeting of the Mushm League Parliamentary Party and before that
there was a Cabinet meeting. So, the meeting could not start in time and
we had to wait till that ea_\rlier meeting was over. I assure yoh Sir, in
future we will try our best to meet in time. : ;

QUESTIONS. AND ANSWERS.

Mr..Chairman : Thank you. Questions. Mr. Muhammad
Mohsin Siddiqui
OUTSTANDING TELEPHONE BILLS

7. *Mr. .\luhammad Mohsin blddnqd *Will tlu Minister for Communica-
tions be pleased to state :

(a) the total amount of outstanding u.lephonc bills against Federal Govern-
ment, Government Departments and - public gorporations: separ ately il 31st
December, 1987 © and

(b) the stcps taken so far to recover. the said ducs?

' Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak (read by Sardar Fateh
Muhammad M. Hasani) :

& (a)-(t) Federal Governmcntnm.ludmg chual Government Deptts).  133.06(\D)
Provincial Gowrnmems undudmg Provmcnl Government
Deptts) :
Public Corpor mons/f\um nomous bod:es

163.40(\1)
106.93tM)

Total .. 423.44(\D)
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[Sa‘rdar Fateh Muhammad M. Hassani)

(i)) This outstanding is little more than 5 months billing. Two months
of billing remains- in pipeline due to Telegraph and Telephone’s billing cycle,

Remaining three months billing is mostly due to constraints on the Govern-
ment Departnents jn view of cumbersome procedure of payments such as
verification of  bills, availability of funds, presentation to and passing of bills
by the Accounts Officers like A.G.PR. etc. :

(b) Tn vicw of above situation the arrears do not appear to be very heavy.
These can- not be termed as bad debts as the same are recovered sooner or later.
The steps taken by the Department, as the need may arise for recovery of
outstanding dues, are indicated below :—— R

1y Federal and Provincial. Ministrics / Department / Public Corporations )
Autonomous Bodics are reminded continuously by T&T billing offices
to cffect carly payment of outstanding bills through regular corres-
pondence and personal contacts,

(1) This department has to take care that telephone service to hospitais,
police stations, district , ‘dministration and other higher authorities
etc. is not disrupted due to their peculiar nature of duties even it
arrears against such departments accumulate. - ol

(i) To scltle such arrears mceeiings are aiso held at appropriate levels

- with the Heads of departments Federal Ministries Provincial Govern-

~meiis and Finance Departments to use their goocf offices to expedite
paynment of cuistanding bills,

(WY It despite all oliors the Ceparimenis and the Ministries fail to
midke payments, their (clephones are disconnected and recovery of dues
cilected.

(v) The Telegraph wand Telephone Department has, in the past, also

approached the Minisiry of Finance for the application of adjuster on
the budgcts of defaulimy organizations. ‘

s

e Mr Chairman :‘Supple'mentary question Mr. Muhammad Mohsin
Siddiqui.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin siddiqui : Would the honourable Minister
inform the House aé to why two different procedures are being
adopted for the publicc. As soon as there is an unpaid small
amount of even hundred or two hundred rupees, disconnections are
resoreted to, while in the case of the Government and bublic
corporations and other Government institutions such a latitude is being
given that more than 52 crores is outstanding and still he has the
audacity to tell this House that it is not a very big amount.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : This is not the answer Sir. Why
a different procedure is being adopted for public disconnections and for
Government and semi Government and autonomous bodies
disconnections ? What is the justification ?

Mr. Chairman : What the Minister has said is both in the public

interest........

' Interruption )

It is not a question of argument. He has given you

the answer . Please ask another supplementary question.
L 3
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" Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui Would the honourable Minister
inform us as to how many of these Government telephones are being

misused as the Government is being taxed with the unnecessary expendi-
ture 7
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiquj :wsuld the honourable Minister
inform us about the proposal,if any, for setting up of an autonomous -
body for T & T ? What steps are being taken for that and whether there
is a proposal to introduce or rather associate the private sector in it or it
will be like any other autonomous body ?

eI G 1 G

Mr. Chairman : Any other supplementary. Professor Sahib, would .
you like to ask ?

Professor Khurshid Ahmed : No, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : No. Next question Mr. Muhammad Mohsin
Siddugi.Reply not received. It would have to be deferred , I think, to the
next rota day. Next Question No. 9:
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VIOLATIONS OF CEASE-FIRE AT JAMMU AND KASHMIR BORDER

9. *Mr. Muhammad Moshin Siddiqui : Will the Minister for
Defence be please to state the number of violations, committed by f‘:e
Indian Forces in Jammu and Kashmir on cease fire line during 1987 and
till now ?

Rana Naeem Mehmud Khan (read by Mr. Wasim Sajjad

Indian Forees committed 420 violations in Jammu and Kashmir

of Line of Control during 1987 and 130 during the current year upto the
end of February. ' '

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Will' the honourable Minister
inform the House as to what steps have been taken so that these ¢lashes
do not happen again : What security arrangement and border
strengthening measures have been taken so far ?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, first of all we inform the UN Observor.
Secondly Sir, the forces on the Line of Control at the spot take remedial
action whenever necessary. And also there are meetings between the
commanders whenever considered necessary. '

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Would the honourable
Minister inform us that in these border incidents how many Army
people and how many civilians have been killed so far ? \ -

Mr. Wasim Sqﬁad : Sir, I don’t have that information.

Mr. Chairman : | think that would require a fresh notice. Professor
Khurshid Sahib.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Yes sir, this is the exact position. There is no
ratio or proporation on this. Sometimes they go up, sometimes they
come dbwn, but there are no reasons. '

« ) .

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : What steps have been taken by
the Government to avoid involvement of the civilians who are living in
that area because when there is a border attack the civilians who are

near the border they equally suffer alongwith the Army : what steps have

been taken ?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, the attempts are made that the civilians
do not get involved. Whenever possible , we warn them and take

remedial measures. 1 don’t think I can' give any further details at this
moment.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Why steps are not taken to

remove them,to places which are safe and would not be subjected to
border incidetns ? ‘
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Mr. Wasim Sa;jad ‘To the extent possible this is done Sir. But
sometime it is not possnble
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir I can only say that T will look into it why
the ' reply has not been received. Obviously a lot of detail is requued
and also because the concerned Ministry perhaps. is not the Ministry of
Defence. So, the honourable Member can look into this aspect also
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So, this is Lteing sorted cut, we i‘ave given clear jnstructicns that this is a
matter which the Government should resolve interse “ It is no’ concern

~of the Housc if" there is-- a' d:spute between one Division and ampfhel' :

Dlvlsxon So, I thmk on the next. rota day this will come up.

P R
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FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDY ABROAD.

11. *Prof. Khurshnd Ahmed : Will the Mlmster for Education be
pleased to (state :

(a) the number of scholarships received during the years 1986. 1987 and
1988 (todate) for study abroad: and : .

(b) the number of scholarships avajled of during the above period 1nd1catmg
also the number of pending as well as non-utilised scholarships ?

Syed Sajjad Haider: (a) Two hundred -and Sxxty six offers of scholarshlps
were recelved from Foreign Countries/Agencies : —

(i) 1986-87 .. R P g 3 s 84
(i) 198788 .. i iy N 100
(iii) 1988-89 .. o o - = & 82
) Total .4 266

(b) Year-wise utilization of scholarships is as under :—

1986-S7 1987-88 1988
() Toiul offers e & > 84 100 - 82
(i) Nomination lorwarded = 148 138 (Selection/ = .
, nomination
under
process.
(iii) Scho-ar-idp> awardaed by the ;
donors countries .. i 38 62 =
(iv) Candidates proceeded v 31 38 -
(v) Declined to proceed o 27 24 e

The nomination papers of 42 candidates for 1987-88 are lying with the
donor gountries :.e. Bulgaria, Poland, Egypt and Iran and they have not yst
communicated their- decisions.
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[Prof. Khurshid Ahmad]
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Efforts have been made to request the donor agencies to make offers
well ahead of time to decide selection much earlier, collect papers much
in advance and forward these papers well in time to the donors.
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Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Will the honourable Minister please:
clarify when in 1986-87 they had 84 offers but they forwarded
" nominations of 148. Similarly jn 87-88, they have total offers of 100
scholarships but they have forwarded nominations of 138. How do they
forward much in excess of what the offers they have received ?
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- Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : 1986-87 and 87-88.

JJU’) A(/-,au_‘; A1 =A& S Jds, V” ‘;‘/}j'—_{ 7

forwards é—ul nominations . GLZ*&/ Ja2 "’ﬁ Sl offgr -
‘,f‘)t/_‘/‘/% cumulanve backlog /{/Uz;(,‘ ‘,)‘/J
, -‘/pr Coir i

- GLlU Md,‘é‘/u_m‘u/;ua/ ek
la.uu-/ja,éwé



66 SENATE OF PAKISTAN" [April 12, 1988)

Mr. Mohammad Ali Khan : Sir, actually, the selection is dofte by
the donor and if we have 107 scholarships, the Government sends 150
names. .
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_ Syed Sajjad Haider : Sir, I have not received the reply with
regard to Q.No. 13 | : '
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Mr. Chairmah : Then, it would be takph’ up on the next rota day.

Syed Sajjad Haider : Yes, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : Next question - Malik Faridullah Khan Sahib.

RELEASE OF AMOUNT ALLOCATED TO MEMBERS UNDER SPECIAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

14. Malik Farid Ullah Khan : Will the Minister for Local
Governemtn and Rural Developmetn be pleased to state the reasons for
not releasing the amount of Rs. 50,00,000 allocated to each Member of
the Parliament under special programme for the year 1987-88 2

Mr. Igbal Ahmed Khan (Read by Mr. Wasim Sajjad): Funds for
the Prime Minister’s Special Development Programme for local
development, education and housing are released by the Ministry of
Finance on a quarterly basis. As of 30th March, 1988 the Finnance

" Division have released an amount of Rs. 1113.682 million including Rs.
55.483 million for F.A.T.A. to the Provincial Government.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, we will look into this but as I have said that
these are released to the Provincial Governments. This amount as of
30th March has been released to the Provincial GovernmeniT
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir , I wdl,convey this to the Minister
concerned. He (Mr.Igbal Ahmad Khan) was actually not well. He is
- coming today and I will pass on this information to him also. - :
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Mr. Chairman : I think, it requires a comprehensive statement to
be made by the Minister concerned in the House on the status of the various

schemes and on releases, quarterly or yearly, whatever the method is.
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Mr. Aijaz Ali Khan Jatoi : Sir, nothing has been said about the new
Senators allocation. So, I would like to know whether for 1987-88 they
are going to get funds or not ?

Mr. Chairman : Have you (Mr. Wasim Sajjad) got the information
about this ?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, offl hand,I can only make a guess and that
is that if the Ex-Senators, who have been replaced now, have utilized the
funds in full, obviously, we cannot allocate funds to the new Senators.

Mr. Chairman : Then, the new-comers have to wait for the next
year.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Yes, Sir. But if there is something remaining
perhaps then we can look into the matter.

Mr. Chairman : Well, T think, in the comprehensive statement, that
I am requesting, this can also be taken care of, and what procedure
shul * be adopted for the release or allocation of funds to the new Members?

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, in repli:s from the Ministers we
want facts and we don’t want guesses.

Mr. Chairman : Well. That is why he is not hazarding a guess
otherwise he would have replied one way or the other to many of the
questions. Next question - Sybedar Khan Mandokhel No-15.

- *



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS n.

N.W.D FACILITY IN BALUCHISTAN

15. *Subedar Khan Mandokhel : Will the Minister for
Communications be pleased to state whether there is any proposal
under consideration of the Government to connect the city of Pishin,
Chaman, Loralai and Zhob of Baluchistan Province with direct dialing

systen ; if so, when and if not, the reasons therefor ?

Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak (read by Sardar Fateh
Muhammad M.Hassani) : Yes. There is an approved scheme for
provision of Nation Wide Dialing (NWD) facility for Pishin, Chaman,
Loralai and Zhob in Baluchistan Province. This facility is to be extended
through installation of Digital Transit Exchange at Quetta, which is in
progress. The work is expected to be completed during ADP 1988-89.
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TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS FROM CANTT. TELEPHONE EXCHANGE.

e i1 ssardar Muhammad Yousaf Khan Sasoli = Wil the Minister for Com-
munications be pleased to state :

(a) the total number of demand notices issued  for telephone  connectivus
from Cantonment Telephone Exehange, Lahore during the period from Novem-
ber, 1987 to February 1988 indicating also their registration numbers, dates and
addresses ;

(b) the reason for not providing telephone connection from the said oxchanze
to House No. 20, Railway Officers Colony, Walton, Lahore against my quota
of .the month of October, 1987 inspite of letter No. PHC-22 (55)/87 (LTR), dated
2nd Noveniber, 1987 issued from the Office of Director General T& 71, Islar-
abad : and

(¢) when will the said connection be -provided ?

Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak (read by Sardar Fateh
Muhammad M. Hasani) : (a) 805 demand notes were issued. Details of
registration Nos., dates and addresses will take some time and can be
supplied subsequently.
(b) Telephone conncciion against Regd, No. LHC-6414, dated 13th Apnil.
1986 for Mr. Abdul Ghani Khawar at Heus¢ No. 20 Railway Colony Walton

Lahore could not be provided due to non-availability of external network in
the area.

(¢} After the cutuver of Lahore Cantt. Cooperative Housing Socicty 2000
lincs cxchange which is expected «during the cnd of this financial year i.e.
1987-88. new telephone connection will be provided.

*
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~ Mr. Chairman : Well. This exhausts the list of questions for the day.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

Mr. Chairman : Adjournment motions. Ahmed Mian Soomro
Sahib.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, I have given notice of a motion .
requesting that Rule 79 may be suspended in order to take up a very
important adjoumment motion tabled by me regardmg the blasts in the

Ojheri Camp. If you would be pleased to permit and ask the House for -
- permission then we may proceed accordingly.
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DEPOT. OJHERI CAMP. RAWALPINDI
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I'am in the hands of the House.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : I have no objection, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : If there is no objection then we will take them up. :

Professor Khurshid Ahmed : Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : I think the first one No. 30 is in the name of Mr.
- Ahmed Mian Soomro. Kindly read it out.

(i) RE : INCIDENCE OF BLASTS IN THE AMMUNITION DEPOT, OJHERI
! | CAMP RAWALPINDL

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, I ask of leave to move a motion
that this House do adjourn to discuss a matter of urgent> public -
importance and recent occurrence namely the blasts in Ojheri Camp
Ammunition Depot at Rawalpindi which has resulted in loss of over
hundred valuable lives and injuries to about one thousand persons in
the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad on the 10th April, 1988.

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Muhammad ,_MOh_sin Siddiqui. The next one is
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[Chairman] |

in his name. No. 31.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Mr. Chairman Sir, I beg to
move that the normal business of the House be suspended to discuss a
matter of very urgent and an utmost public importance and recent
occurrrence namely widespread explosions following a fire at an army
ammunition dump that sent rockets flying in all directions in
Rawalpindi/Islamabad and caused hundreds of casualities.. The
unprecendented explosions caused havoc in the two cities. The matter is
of serious nature and it shocked the people of the entire country. It took
place because of the failure of the Government to properly store

ammunition of sensitive nature. The matter may be discussed
immediately.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Professor Khurshid Ahmed Sahxb No
33.

Professor Khurshid Ahmed : e )9#)1& ,....a

I beg to seek leave of the House to
move that the grave situation created by explosion in the Army Depot
resulting in colossal loss of lives and properties in the twin cities &f
Islamabad and Rawalpindi be discussed in the House. I, therefore, beg

to move that normal business of the House be suspended to discuss this
situation. '
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- Dr. Noor Jehan Panezai : Sir, I ask for leave of the House to move
a motion that this House do adjourn to discuss a matter of urgent public
~ importance and of recent occurrence namely, the blasts caused in Ojheri

5 Célmp Ammunition Depot at Rawalpindi resultingin loss of over
: hundred valuable | hvw and injuries to about thousand persons.
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Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Are these motions being opposed?
Mr. Wasim Sajjad : No, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Right. I find! them in order . Now, it is only a
geustion ; whether the House would give leave to all the honourable
- Members who have moved adjournment motions.

( Leave was Granted\

Mr. Chairman : I think the requirements are fulfilled, the motions
are admitted. Now, when would you like to discuss ?.

Al «)V/)M’

Mr. Chairman : Right. There i is one technical difficulty. We have
fixed another adjourment motion for debate today. I hope the House
would agree to defer that to some other date.

(House agreed to defer the adjournment motion of Maulana Kausar
Niazi on the failure of first phase of Chashma Right Bank Canal
Project and devastation, the éxperimental opening of the Canal caused
to the lands in its command area).

Mr. Chairman : Right. Then, I think, before we take up this for
discussion there is one formal item on the agenda and after taht is
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disposed off, we will take up dicussion on these motions, I think, it is

laying of the President’s Address on the Table of the House. Mr. Wasim
Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, with your permission I beg to lay before |
the Senate a copy of the Address of the President of Pakistan under
Article 56(3) of the Constitution made in jthe_ meetmg of the { Majtis-e-

Shoora "(Parliament) held on 7th April, 1988.

Mr. Chairman : The president’s Address is laid on the Table of the

House

u",/ eis 1 L T s — (7 uf y/,&/")/

Mr. Chairman : That would have to be moved separately I think on
the day when we fix it for debate.

LSS fw0s 1265 A

Mr. Chairman : If you want to start a discussion on today’s motion

then obviously the motion for vote of thanks will have to be moved on
some other day.

/"ﬁ'a’)d"é ..Jlu))/u}’u//ubzzjy]d' )»/.."
Mr. Chairman : It all depends on how long these adjournment

motions are going to take , whether we can finish them todya or not.

Professor Khurshid Ahmed : May be on 14th.
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Mr. Chairman : I have no objection if this is te sense of the House. :

- Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, let this business be finished. We will fix a
time after consulting you, Sir,

Mr. Chairman : Right.
Mr. Apmed Mian Soomro : It has to be finished today.

~ Mr. Chairman : It has to be finished tdday, quite right.

( Interruption)

Mr. Chairman : Will 14th Apri be alrxght with you Mr. Wasim
Sayad"

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, as I said let me have a look at the other
busmess then Sir, after consulting you, I will bring the motion before the
House. ' '

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : This has priority over the other
business.

Mr. Chairman : It has pnonty over the other business and I think
thereis..... :

( Interrup t/on)
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Mr. Chairman : I think a day has to be allotted for discussion
under Rule 30 and that we can fix as the 14th, if something
extraordinary comes in the way then I think we can postpone this to
some other day but tentatively we fix it for 14th April and on that day

either one of the Members or the Minister can move a motion of
thanks. :
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Mr. Chairman : Then we can start discussion on the motions which
have been filed today and which have been admitted by the House. 1 |
: ‘think, Ahmed Mian Soomro Sahib, yours was the first.

3 Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, will debate on the President’s
- Address be on 14th? '

Mr. Chairman : On the 14th.

» Mr. Ahmed ‘Mia.n Soomro : Thank you, Sir. We are today meeting
urder 3 very sorrowful atmosphere and an incident in which the
fasbsies wil ve difficult to find a pfééédent. There are very few

occasions where such a large number of deaths and injuries have been

- occasioned when the country is not in a state of war. Sir, the manner in

which this occasion arose, left us in an atmosphere of sorrow and gloom

which we have not yet been able to get over inspite of the fact that it is
more than forty eight hours. in the afternoon we also found that this
incident was not telecast at the earliest opportunity which should have

been done. It was and is really a national calamity. It was not till the
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evening that the people of this country came to know about the incident.
There were all sorts of rumours spread, all sorts of exaggefati‘ons made
even to create a bad atmosphere. I would be failing Sir, in my duty if I
do not commend the high morales of the people who did not lose their
hearts, who faced the situation very bravely and who did all they could
do to meet this catastrophy not only in the twin cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad but even in the cther parts of the country.

(4

Sir, people in panic were just running about, mothers leaving their .
children, because they did not know what had happened. All sorts of
rumours started. Many people first thought that probably it was an
attack on Kahuta. Later on when they came to know as to what had
happened, they showed a very high morale. It was so unfortunate Sir,
that in this incident even one of our colleagues in Parliament (Late)

. Khagan Abbasi lost his life, who was just on the road at that time: on the
road in front of this very Parliament House. His son who was with him is also

“seriously injured and we pray to Al Almighty for his recovery so that
he may be a solace to his near and dear ones. Up to this time Sir, we
actually do not know the correct figure. There are so many men, women
and children still missing.

I am’ glad Sir, that the Government has also risen to the occasion
and did not object to the admission of my adjournment motion which is
not directed against any individual but just to bring forth this national
calamity where all of us have to work shoulder to shoulder in whatever
way we can to try and reduce the ill effects of this incident. I pray to
A4 to grant courage to the families who have suffered the loss of their
members. The Government needs to be commended, both the President
and the- Prime Minister, for theivimmediate actions, taken on
humanitdrian grounds and I assure them that this House would be fully
prepared to cooperate with them in their efforts. Thank you Sir.
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Provincial High Court or a Judge of the Supreme Court should be held.
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ADJ. MOTION, RE: INCIDENCE OF BLASTS IN THE AMMUNITION

DEPOT. OJHERI CAMP. RAWALPINDI

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : It is a very unfortunate tragedy, a
«catastrophe, a national catastrophe that has befallen Pakistan. The most
unfortunate part of it is that we do not know how it has taken place. We
* have yet to know who is responsible for this catastrophe. Enquiries have
been set up. The result of those enquiries will have to be placed before
the public. But such enquiries must relate to a manner in which public
confidence could be gained. Enquiries have no other objectives except
that we should know the causes of this disaster. At the same time,
people should be satisfied that everything has been done to find out the
cause of the disaster and steps to be taken for the purpose of seeing that
such disasters do not take place in future. Some honourable Members
have suggested that such stores should have been kept outside the
populated area of the Sapital. It is very unfortunate that inspite of the
fact that 40 years have passed, we are still seeing cantonments in the
sus¥ cities of Pakistan. Cantonments, when first were set up, were set up
outside the cities. In fact the Sadar area of a city which led it to civilian
population was identified as separate from the cantonment. But after
establishment of Pakistan, after the development of Pakistan. the cities
hiave grown and they are bound 1o zrow further than what they are now. Itis
thus, 40 years that Pakistan has come into being. My suggestion is that
t+all the cantonments not only the stores, all the cantonments should be
removed outisde the city limits, far outside the city limits so that the
peoplearesavedfto:ﬁsuchoocmrendes: It is very easy for the Army
pasonnd.milimy/penonnelto say that they should be near the city
because that gives them social life which they want to enjoy. I think, it.is
time to see into this aspect of the matter that all cantonments must now
give place to city areas, all these naw defence societies that have been
set up in big cities like Karachi, Lahore, Hyderabad, Peshawar, they -
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must be placed outside the city limitf because these defence societies
are manned mostly by the defence personnel. Therefore, they should be
placed outside the city limits to make the people safe.It is not very easy
for the time being to shift all the cantonments at the same time but
cantonments in the big cities, cantonments near the Capitals must be
shifted as soon as possible keeping in mind the resources of the country,

One does not know how the incident has taken place but one thing
is quite certain. The Army personnel does not appear to have taken due
precaution before this incident has taken place. It is axiomatic truth that
defence stores are kept in such a manner that they are free from any
possible disaster. The various defence equipment has to be segregated
from each other so that one impact does not affect the other section of
the stores. If it was done, I don’t think the disaster would have been so
much. The disaster has been so wide spread because the equipment
were not propelry segregated, because proper precaution was not taken.
Some people might say it is premature for me to say this at this stage
because the enquiries are going on but certain exiomatic truths are
there. Six thousand bombs have been defused after the impact, so, at
leasitwice that must have suffered the impact. To keep so much stores
at one place without taking prbper precaution in itself is a stigma on
those authorities who are dealing with such stores. They should have
seen to it because after all defence personnel or some staff suffered
also. Most people staying near about this store were defence personnel.
What is the casuality, we do not know. It is said that casualities are only
93 people who have died. It has been stated by certain newspapers that
thousands have died. I agree with this assessment of thousands because
about fifteen hundred people were near about the area where the
disaster has taken place. Then they say there were flats and people were
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staying in that area. There were two well habitable areas near 'by and all

‘those have been affected. In other words, thousands-of people were
affected. If this is correct then one must be prepared to accept a colossal
amount of destruction in Pakistan because of this incident and I can not
envisage any administration, Civil or ‘Military, which has this
responsibility of keeping such stores, can dare to take such action which
will be destructive for the population living thereby. I know that it is
too early to make this statement but I think when I make this statement,

I feel, I am quite safe to make that assessment that it can not be less
than a few thousands if not many thousands.

Mr. Chairman : Considering the time constraint, I would request
you to kindly wind up your speech.

Mr. Hasan A. shaikh : Sir, my feeling is that we should allow the
committee that has been set up, enquiry that has been set up, to finish
their job. As soon as it is done, we should consider whether that is
sufficient for the purpose of dealing with this disaster. If necessary, we
should widen their scope. Fresh enquiry may be held. High superior
judicial officers or Superior Court Judges should be associated with it
and then we should try to fathom the depth of the cause of this disaster.
Thank you Sir..

Mr. Chairman : Thank you very much. I have four more speakers
~on the list besides the Minister who would probably wind up the debate
and 1 would request the next speaker to kindly not take more than 3-4
minutes considering the time limit. - ‘

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : Sir, time is upto 1.30 P.M.
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Mr. Chairman : The Minister would take probably half an hour or

25 minutes under the rules.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Anyway, let us not waste the time on that.

Mr. Ajjaz Ali Khan Jatoi.
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According to the Red Cross,

Sir, the total deaths are one thousand, this

is what is reported in the papers, and five thousand people are injured

in the incident.
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Rana Naeem Mahmud Khan : Thank yOu;_Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, it is with deep sorrow and grief that I rise today to
address this august House on this sad incident. The Ministry of
Defence and the Armed Forces of Pakistan are not only grieved but are
ashamed of this incident that took place the other day. This is such an
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incident which should not have happened. The people, the nation could
well have done without such a nervefshattcring experience. I cannot but
praise at this point the spirit and the high level of morale and sense of
responsiblhty of action that was displayed by the citizens of the twin
cmes of Islamabad and Rawalpindi. Sir, an honourable Member also -
stated that he had seen people heading towrds mosques. Indeed, Sir, my
feeling is that it was perhaps those prayers which saved a disaster from
the magnitude that it could have attained.

Sir, 1 would like to put at rest the doubts in the minds of the
Members which have been raised during today’s debate. At the same
time, I would also like to thank the honourable Mémbers for the most
useful suggestions which they have presented durng this discussion and I
would like to assure the Members of the House that their most useful
suggestions will be taken into account and all future decisons and
actions will be taken in the light of these suggestons. :

At this pomt in time, I would also like to reiterate what I have
often stated on the floor of this House that the Government of Mr.
Mohammad Khan Junejo has always followed a policy of taking into
- confidence the Members of the Parliament, of this august House as well
as the Members of the National Assembly and even in this moment of
serious crisis - crisis of national magnitude - we are following the same
pohcy and principles. And Sir, based on these facts or on our past
performance I am ‘sure that the honourable Members have expressed
their views that thenr suggestlons will be taken into account for our
future actions. :
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Sir, I would like to set some records straight. T know, while I am
going to state these facts, a lot of my colleagues and Members may not
agree with me but this is how the thmgs happened Unfortunately, these

agree with but this.is how the things happened Unfortunately, these
actions which I am going to talk about are such which are not visible,
but they are essential and it is only through these actions that disasters
can be managed and possible damages can be limited.

Mr. Chairman, the first blast was heard around 9.50 or 9.55 a.m.
and I would like to state that the tmergency Cell was activated at 10
O’clock. Mr. Chairman, a lot of people have said that the Army was not
there, the pohce was not there but let me assure you Sir, that it was
within minutes that the standard procedures as required to be followed
were pat into operation and this fact is illustrated by my submission that
- the Emergency Cell was operative at 10.00 a.m. The Hundred and Elven
- Brigade was moved to secure the area. The 475 Army Engineers Group
‘was moved and was in place by 10.30 to create the Bomb Disposals
Squads.The GOC Anti-Aircfat Command was told to put his Company
allert on immediate basis. The ‘Sergeanit General had taken steps to
ensure that all the hospitals of the city were ready to receive the injured
and wounded citizens. And Sir, I think from whatI have personally
checked by 10.15 to 10.30 all these actions had been taken. Sir, you
yourself witnessed the operations, you also inspected the site in a -
helicopter. The Army Vice Chief of Staff did the same and the

Government machinery came into full swing at the shortest possible
time.

At this point intime Sir, I would not hesitate to accept that there
were certain areas in which actions should have been taken which were
not taken and the most glaring example seems to hit me between my
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eyes is the fact that the standard Civil Ddefence procedures to be
followed in schools under such conditions were not followed and that
has caused all of us the anxiety and the pain which most of the Members
have today expressed. But let me assure you Sir, that we will go into the
depth of this as to why this happened. At the outset, all T can say is
perhaps it was lack of training or perhaps it was due to the atmosphere
that was created by this sudden explosion. I would like to draw the
attention of the honourable Members of the House that just before this
incident took place the press and the public had been put into frame of
 mind where a threat of attack was publicised on our Kahuta
installations. The first reaction of the people was indeed that this was an
* attack on Kahuta and they reacted in a manner which was for sometime
disorderly which caused a lot of procedures to be followed in the civilian
organizations which were probably overlooked. The second reaction of
the public as stated by some of our Members was that perhaps there .
had been an air raid, perhaps there was an enemy aircraft flying over
the win cities bombing the various populated areas, various areas of thé :
twin cities. Where as in fact what was happening was that these free
folight roc_:kets which had been initially launched by this heavy explosion
had propelled themselves and were landing in all sorts of directions. I
ag}ee with the honourable Member Kazi Sahib when he says that it was
God who helped us in this time of trial.

~ Mr, Chairman,a lot of people Ahavc} talked about whether the
security requirements of this ammunition which was stocked had been
fulfiled. It would be too premature for me to say anything about that
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because that would or could influence the conduct of the inquiry. But
one thing which I would like to state Sir, is that most of the damage
caused by these free flight rockets has been because of the penetratibn
and the energy that was developed by their flight and hitting the various ‘
objects. None of these objects have actually exploded which goes to
indicate that what we call the war-heads or the explosive materials
which are supposed to explode on impact or on reaching target did not -
explode. The reason for tha tis that the rockets were actually secured,
they were not fused, they were not prime. That indicates that definitely
some security provisions had been made. I am not ruling out the
possibilities of the procedures ot having been followed but that Sir,
would be the ambit of the inquiry to be conducted.

I'am also not at this point prepared to rule out the possibilities -

of sabotage. We have to perforce of circumstances and perforce of requir -
ements make sure that while this inquiry is bemg conducted no  &r OUﬂvd :

remains untouched, no ground remains un-thought of, no ground remains

unexplored, so that proper arrangements could be made for the future,

Because it is the lives of the citizens of Pakistan or indeed,our respon ~.

sibility, and the lives of the people is our greatest asset, We cannot afford
" to squander it. Mr. Chairman, the honourable Members have been very :

kind in praising the arrangements subsequent tot he dnsastc.r. The steps
taken by the ' ‘Prime Minister, the relief offers = made by him and the

President and I am on behalf of the Govemment and the President

grateful to teh honourable-Members The question ‘has been raised as to

whether the inquiry which is going to be conducted is gomg to fulfil the
requirments and answer all possible questions which are in the minds of ‘

the representatives-of the people and indeed the 'people themselves.
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May I assure the House that proper thought has been  given to
appoint an inquiry officer that has been appointed and I can assure the
Members of the House that the inquiry officer who has been appointed
by the Prime Minister in consultation with the Cabinet and indeed his
colleagues of this august House as well as the National Assembly has
the full confidence of Prime Minister and mysclf. [ can assure you Sir,
that the inquiry will be conducted and the truth will be brought out. The
order in which we plannedto proceed is that after the inquiry is
completed for which 7 to 10 days have been given a sub-committee of
the Cabinet - comprising of S Ministers- Kazi Abid Sahib, Mr. Baluch
from the Senate, Khattak Sahib, Nasim Aheer Sahib and myself will be

supervising the working  of the committee. We would also put up
recommendations within one week of the completion of teh report to

the ~ Cabinet and indeed at the same time we ~will L taking into

confidence the - Defence Committee of this House as well as the
- National Assembly on the procedure and proceedings of the committee.

1 hope Sir, that the arrangements that so far ~ we have thought of will

meet the approval of this House because this is the correct procedure to
be followed.

Sir, while talking about the possibility of sabotage a lot of Members

have shown their concern about this aspect. Please let me be Very clear
that we are not ruling out the possibility of sabotage . But we are at the

same time not sure that it was actually an act of sabotage. But enquiries .
to be held. Then, I would like to hypothetically state here that our
enemies, _ '“. _’“ if they think that on the eve of a decision ofan
agreement that is beng reached, they are going to pressuri.ze us or make :
us move from a stand which has stood the test of time, which has indeed
been supported by great sacrifices of the people of Pakistan, I would like
to say for them Sir, that they are mistaken.  We have a stand, we will
stand by it and /rsha-Alluh,as time has proven, you will see that we will

‘onceagainbe proved right .In the end Sir, I would like to thank you for
providing me this opportunity for winding up this debate. I wish, I could
say more but at this point in time the less the said the better because we
have a lot of work to do. Thank you Sir .
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; Mr. Chairman : Well, this brings us to the close of the discussion
initiated through five  adjournment motions - on the grave situation
created by the ammunition dump explosion at Faizabad or Ojheri Camp
resulting in a heavy loss of life and property. This also brings to a close,
our agenda for the day. The House is now adjourned to meet again at
9.30 a. m. on Thursday, the 14th of April 1988. The day ~ as we have
alreddy decided is allotted to hold discussion on the matters referred to
in the President's Address under Chapter VI of the  Rules Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senat 1988.

Thank you. The House is adjourned. =

(The House adjourned to meet again at half past nine of the clock, on
Thursday, rhe 14th 4pnl 1988).



