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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Wednesday, the March 15, 2023
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate
Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad at ten past
eleven in the morning with Mr. Chairman
(Muhammad Sadiqg Sanjrani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Welcome remarks by Honourable Chairman, Senate of

Pakistan on Special Commemorative Session on the
Golden Jubilee of the Senate of Pakistan
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Motion under Rule 172A moved by Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar (Leader of the House) regarding
conversion of the Special Commemorative Session into

Committee of the Whole

Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar (Leader of the
House): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, | beg to move under
Rule 172A of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of

Business in the Senate, 2012, that the House may be
converted into Committee of the Whole from time to




time during the Special Commemorative Session for
addresses by the honourable guests.
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.
(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried.
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Felicitation Speeches on the occasion of the Golden

Jubilee Celebrations of the Senate of Pakistan
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar (Leader of the House)
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Honourable Chairman Senate, worthy members of
the Senate of Pakistan, valuable and dear guests in the
galleries, ladies and gentlemen, assalam-o-alaikum and
very good morning.

Mr. Chairman, it is indeed a great pleasure to
speak at this special session convened in connection with
the Senate’s Golden Jubilee celebrations. | express my
gratitude to you and your team for organizing these
celebrations of 50 years of Senate of Pakistan in a
befitting manner.

Mr. Chairman, completion of 50-year journey of
the Upper House is a historic milestone. Senate of
Pakistan has played an important role in strengthening




democratic values and ensuring the rights and full
representation of the provincial units.

Mr. Chairman, it is important that we highlight
Senate's achievements over the past 50 years during the
discussions over the next two days. It is an opportunity to
reflect on the institution's rich history and to look
forward to the future with renewed enthusiasm and
hope.

| have been a part of this journey in Senate for the
last 20 vyears after serving two terms in National
Assembly of Pakistan from 1993 to the bleak day of 12
October, 1999. | have personally witnessed the
strengthening of this wonderful House and my career as
a parliamentarian has grown side by side with its
development.

Mr. Chairman, this extraordinary gathering of
national and provincial leadership at this unique
milestone in our parliamentary progression symbolizes
the commonly cherished national integrity and unity that
this august House had been conceived to augment in
order to make the federation of Pakistan stronger.

Mr. Chairman, we must therefore take this
occasion as an opportunity to not only recall the
challenges we have endured during these 50 years but
also rejoice the progress made towards making
Parliament, especially the Upper House a fountain-head
of national unity and truly representative parliamentary
democracy.

Mr. Chairman, at the same time, we must
acknowledge those visionary leaders and legislators who
conceived and adopted the constitutional way to



represent and safeguard the rights and interests of the
provinces through equal representation in the Upper
House i.e. Senate of Pakistan. Today, we must renew our
commitment to strengthen pluralism, equality, provincial
autonomy and an all-inclusive participatory parliamentary
democracy in the country.

Mr. Chairman, following dismemberment of
Pakistan in 1971, political realization to provide equal
representation to all ethnicities and regions irrespective
of their geographical size and population led to the
foundation of the Senate of Pakistan. | am pleased to flag
that for the challenges being faced by the Federation,
this august House has fared well to meet high
expectations of the nation.

Mr. Chairman, today, the Senate of Pakistan stands
tall as an effective constitutional mechanism to maintain
unity and solidarity of the Federation, afford equal
representation to provinces and guard their interests.

Mr. Chairman, allow me to say that despite
challenges, the Senate has made its mark as the federal
chamber dedicated to majority-constraining federalism
and maintaining balance of power between the two
Houses.

Mr. Chairman, this august House has also made
significant headway as a deliberative chamber with a
greater and diverse experience is brought to bear on
questions of significance contributing to improving the
quality of legislation. Likewise, a chamber of continuity in
our parliamentary framework, Senate has played the role
of a lynchpin in forging national unity and cohesion,
providing a dependable platform to manage conflict and



dispute resolutions between the provinces with complete
institutional legitimacy.

Mr. Chairman, | would conclude on these words
that Pakistan’s progress, stability and prosperity hinges
on the continuity of the democratic system with
stringent and transparent fiscal discipline and more
importantly, continuous, collaborative and sustained
efforts. Thank you Mr. Chairman. Pakistan zinda bad.
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Senator Farooq Hamid Naek

Senator Farooq Hamid Naek: Thank you.

Honourable Chairman, Senate of Pakistan, honourable
Members of the Senate, my dear former colleagues,
It is a great pleasure and honour that | stand before you
today to commemorate 50" Anniversary of the Senate of
Pakistan. As a former Chairman of Senate, | feel a special
sense of pride and accomplishment in seeing this
institution grow into the true guardian of democracy and
of the rights of Pakistan’s Federating Units.

In the past half-century, Senate has played a
central role in the advancement of Pakistan. It has stood
as a symbol of democracy, solidarity, and forward
movement for Pakistani people. Functioning as a
representative assembly of Pakistan’s Federating Units,
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Senate has given a platform to every opinion and has
stood firmly to safeguard rights of all citizens by
maintaining balance in our Parliament.

There is no doubt that the Senate has also served
as a saviour and guardian during difficult, turbulent, and
uncertain times. It has also greatly helped in shaping
political, social, and economic landscape of Pakistan.
With its continued and untiring efforts, the Senate
became the voice of our people and as their advocate to
help them prosper and flourish.

While we gathered here to celebrate this
milestone and reflect upon our individual and collective
achievements, we must all acknowledge many challenges
that lie ahead. Our country faces many complex issues
that require our urgent attention. We need to work
together beyond our party politics to find solutions, to
many of these challenges. Senate has a power to play a
pivotal role in this process and we must make use of it
together in these difficult times.

As a Senator, | had worked hard outpouring all my
learning as a member of the prestigious and legendary
Pakistan Peoples Party. This party has been my home and
my political university. Here, vision of legendary Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto granted me foresight; and prowess
and confidence of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
granted me resilience and perseverance. | have nothing
but praise for them. May Allah grant them highest ranks
in Jannah! Ameen!

We must continue to uphold principles of
democracy, freedom, and justice that are enshrined in
our Constitution. We must work together to strengthen
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Senate as an institution, and ensure that it remains a
relevant and effective voice for the people of Pakistan.

| am confident that with dedication and
commitment of our esteemed Senators, Senate will
continue to play a pivotal role in shaping future of our
beloved Pakistan. We must all work together to ensure
that Senate remains a shining example of democracy and
progress, and a source of pride for all Pakistanis.

On this momentous occasion, let us renew our
commitment to our country and to the Senate, and work
together to build a brighter future for all Pakistanis.

May Allah Almighty give us the foresight, strength,
and ability to take Pakistan to unprecedented heights.
Pakistan, Paindabad. Thank you.
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Raja Pervez Ashraf, Speaker National Assembly

CEIS NN L P ETIS NS H )
Honourable Chairman Senate, dignitaries, the Governors,
Chief Ministers, the former Chairmen, sitting and former
Senators, distinguished audience, ladies and gentlemen
Asslamualaikum. | delightfully stand here before you
today to commemorate a very special occasion on the
Golden Jubilee of the Senate of Pakistan. As today marks
a significant milestone in our country history. We
gathered here to reflect on 50 years of the Senate
contribution to strengthening democracy and ensuring
national cohesion. This is a momentous occasion that
presents us with the unique opportunity to celebrate the
achievements of our parliamentary system and to devise
a framework that will further enhance it effectiveness.
Excellencies ladies and gentlemen, as you all are aware
that in Pakistan all constitutions had unicameral
legislature until the debacle of East Pakistan in 1971.
After the unfortunate incident it was felt that there
should be a check in place on the domination of the
largest province in the central legislature with equal
representation.
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Ladies and gentlemen, it was that fortunate
moment when the 1973 Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan came out with a second House
named Senate. Provincial autonomy was the long
demanded right of provinces brought about by the 18"
Amendment to the Constitution that gives a new and
dynamic role to the Senate. The aspirations of the
drafters were met via the 18™ Constitution Act 2010
wherein the Prime Minister along with his Cabinet was
made responsible to the Senate. Reports of the Auditor
General of Pakistan relating to the accounts of the
Federation to be laid before the Senate. Numbers of
seats were increased. NFC was made responsible to the
Parliament.

Ladies and gentlemen, the inclusion of Senators in
the Public Accounts Committee was also a historic
development that has not been achieved in a smooth
manner rather systematic and consistent endeavours
have remained a steering factor in the formation of the
Joint Committee on Public Accounts that would further
strengthen the democratic system in the country.

Ladies and gentlemen, as you all over aware that
Federation is a set up most suited to country with
diversity. A bicameral legislature has become the
necessity of multi-cultural Federation since it best
satisfies the need of Federating Units by giving them
equal representation to participate in legislation and
accountability processes. Not just that, it also guarantees
impartiality through providing a second deliberation on
matters overshadowed otherwise.
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Distinguished guests, being House of the
Federation, the Senate of Pakistan was formed with a
principle of chamber of continuity which symbolizes a
process of continuity in the national affairs. Throughout
its existence, the Senate has served as a critical check on
the powers of the executive and has been instrumental in
shaping legislative policies that have had a profound
impact on the lives of our citizens. Today, as we reflect
on the past 50 years, we take pride in the Senate’s
accomplishments in promoting democracy, transparency
and accountability. | also stress on further strengthening
of the Senate to ensure ethnic and provincial equilibrium
in the country.

Ladies and gentlemen, on this auspicious occasion,
| also pay tribute to all those who have served in the
Senate of Pakistan over the past half a century and to
those who continue to serve in this august House. Your
dedication, commitment and service to the people of
Pakistan are greatly appreciated.

Ladies and gentlemen, given that this year also
celebrates the Golden Jubilee of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. This truly is a momentous
occasion for all of us.

Ladies and gentlemen, before | proceed further, |
would like to take this opportunity to honour the
contributions of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in this
regard. Under his able leadership, the Constitution of
1973 was drafted and adopted which remains the
supreme law of the land to this day. The Constitution
enshrines the principle of democracy, federalism and the
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rule of law and provides for the protection of
fundamental rights and freedom.

Ladies and gentlemen, respect and mutual
consultations are the true spirits of the Constitution of
Pakistan. Therefore, being custodian of the House, a
huge responsibility lies on our shoulders; a responsibility
to display impartiality and protect parliamentary
privilege; a responsibility to uphold the Constitution and
democracy and last but not the least, a responsibility to
make sure that the voice of audience in the House is not
suppressed by any means.

Honourable members, both Houses of the
Parliament must work in harmony. Collaboration
between the Secretariats of the two Houses of
Parliament is crucial for the effective functioning of our
parliamentary system. By working together, the
Secretariats can help to ensure that the parliamentary
proceedings are conducted smoothly and efficiently
while promoting greater transparency and accountability
in our democratic system.

Ladies and gentlemen, today Pakistan stands at a
crossroad of time. We are facing many challenges but we
also have many opportunities. As the guardians of the
rights of our people, it is now on us to decide where we
want to take our country. We can either choose to
continue down the path of the despair where corruption
and strife continue to reign or we can choose to take our
country towards the light of hope where progress,
prosperity and peace are possible. We must not rest our
laurels and remember that power to make this choice lies
with us. To achieve this goal, we must work together
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across party-lines and personal interests for the greater
good of our nation. We must also work towards
protecting the rights of our citizens, upholding the
Constitution and ensuring that all parliamentary
proceedings are conducted in accordance with the law.

We have the power to bring about change. Let us
use this power wisely and with a sense of responsibility.

Ladies and gentlemen, before | conclude, | must
reiterate that commemoration of such event is of
paramount importance as it allows us to reflect on our
shared history, celebrate our achievements and renew
our commitment to the values and principles that define
our nation. Let us use this occasion to rededicate
ourselves to the cause of democracy, federalism and the
rule of law and to work together to build a stronger,
more inclusive and a more prosperous Pakistan. With
this, | thank you all. Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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Syed Murad Ali Shah, Chief Minister Sindh

Honourable _(f/l S (’ ok 1 e iy

Chairman, honourable Speaker National Assembly,

Federal Ministers, current and former Senators,
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, Asalam o

SIS E L TS Untrpt S S Tde e ¥ Alaikum.
velectihe 2 uﬁ‘u!glu’!,fﬁ;ag Jprivilege;ﬁigﬁd_g;c;rg
_z_Chief Minister U oi- fo e A &5 fume 5 10275
L.?,T_uﬁut‘reverse direction ulfﬁr_upgui‘f‘cdifid/
I T pea Wb gune PSP T8 U 2§ S Qe 9 2
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so that is also a moment of pride for me.
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Jé,ﬂz;!uf-unCf’ffplanningg}/ffu:‘:o@&‘;!/g
sl Joug LUTS Ut s F o = 3/
195628 2o T(f¥ &&e_c\.F Golden Jubilee celebrate
unicameral ¢ Constitutions Uss o & uj/!' £.1962 .
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Lur"lfu‘?u%@r J%J‘/Gﬁlﬁ}f',-&gfof the Government
U< s Lk bicameral legislature d 55 Fempower s Uss
U UL G brute majorityfbu;/gf,u’v'ulé&/ui,fuulg
bt e S e e dnuta &8 22
LU S thtribute . 5 #% LG5 * L Thalancing aspectLl
(I F LTI e & P il o T3 28 o1 2
- U¥ chaos and vacuum = . suspend uj/l’d ol f
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Kufﬂulﬂ?qff%fﬂ_‘aﬂw-q_Jdoomsday picture paint
g,g’u,lk,ufl’,u:‘?é_ U2 U 2 A b P U S g S
in order to have L. 27 F56UdelL Ut 2(167(7 =
-t ;@Gw:ﬁ%iiéyug;mdemocracy in this country.
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e P50 I S Teoosf el e (E o 56U S
i_F celebrate , v u”{,éid/b/}}% ok A3 LJ/g Sk ul“!g
Ji 4 former Chairman Senate&‘célz bodych(?iL
LS b g L TG wds s £t s F headduits,
S represents oi- o»® uf-@u;f;,g dgé_!iiuﬁuﬁ‘_t}ugr

and | am proud of the fact that the assembly of my U

province passed the first resolution for creation of
Pakistan. We consider ourselves as creators of Pakistan.
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that laid the foundation of Pakistan and Two Nation ?u}&
| will not go into history mor’e _én {1 7 < Ubs § Theory
ufu"(iui‘u'g;f follow e 1o S (Jud4df[ufuf/72,1973.
U~ First, is the elected representatives -Ku;fag Jclasses
Second is the executive -t J’Lﬁuw!‘jgfmw‘&f!d}uf
Prime Minister, Federal Ministers, Provincial Chief ¥~
Third is the -t J& Ministers and Ministers, Governors
u}{ulu?ﬁ_qffollowfuj/fﬂ S < tx 0ath Kuﬁg Judiciary.
to ‘preserve, protect and fcf—:ﬁcfr ng/b.»}u!:,gtfclasses
Legislature, :(f ¢ B4 Lug; defend the Constitution’.

Executive and Judiciary. As long as we do not trespass
uﬁ-.’iw/@LJ/JdﬂfﬂJ!ﬁiinto each other’s domain
interfere s turfZlegislature, executive—z/»problem
a8 P o Judiciary oo ¥ S FeTalvice versagarf}f
uﬁ“%gw".@ljudicial overreachf@%g;judgementsé’@’/i
mf(/?.;l"ﬂd%('g A#judicial overreach 1 58usS =i 4§1eess
preserve, iConstitutiong_!ﬂfc‘,J/'/?Executive;;!ux“lu"/,
S 67 8 U A & § U1 sy Fprotect and defend
;UJ)JG;(ug 2« orders judiciary </ < U2 5 Ustzsexamples
S Ul UL sl < djudicial order;gfé _Z.uf‘zug é:
U~ Legislature -/ J? [}n nlJ eyt Jinterference UYExecutive
LSl f Bl T Jisie gnéjfinterference
< tf
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Title T8 U1 e b 2l F i Lk 096 L L 1 os

ok 0 o 2Lt CONteMPtete s e LS 5T Ustles o7 change
5T Lot £ 1 -+g;4Lﬁ,“fLuuﬁ’ag oS S
summary ofbo e Flos JTE St U FuF Uik 2 o
and this is an order and the Home Secretary uj/l)/approve

will ensure that the Chief Minister approves this
summary. | am not going to approve a summary, | am
going to approve whatever | feel is correct, whatever |
feel is right, whatever | feel | have the powers under the

ST Ee Ut & 0T problems J2f < &4 517 Constitution.
= er‘%}d}. relationship Jﬁf&umual;@éuiﬂ 29l 3690
BTN S b dE s p e §lee 2 poloe 2
Sir, I am not a lawyer and | don’t know the Constitution
Ji A L 8 Article 149 ATt - o/ very well but
this was never the intent, my opinion £ /s« sdirections#

is | have gone through the papers, | have gone through
the debates when Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, it took
them more than a year to debate and finalize the

this J& £ U!}’L%}J%A'/’ﬂ/guf‘u%%ﬁ' Constitution.
il & Usdwas never the intent, provincial autonomy
we went ‘gnE}Concurrent List o & L(@“Q%L}?wfd;)/
(%;4./J.ui’ff‘idﬁ;,uéZ,Jm!ugjmtowards that direction

‘C?nufu?u:fﬂﬁ‘qf

That is where we look towards the House of the
Federation to protect the interests of the provinces.
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J¥ Unk US4 U 43/ =L J judicial overreach# .
¢ T problem® Legislature_,ujgcr JiproblemyExecutive

and Legislature has to stand up for the Constitution not Lf

for its rights. We have taken oath on the Constitution and
we have also taken oath to preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution. So, we should not let any other arm of

d'(vlﬂfthe country to take over. This goes for all others,
Jiuﬁ'aut}liw‘&f!d};‘&&g;‘q; L5 sinterfere 5
3 £ 1817 169 2and vice versa. «Finterference
dnlu’{iExecutiveL%}u‘Lm;c‘,&’uﬁ‘uj/l'ﬁ‘/_,finterfereuﬁ‘
,Jg’uﬁ‘judgementsg@l€L¢/fé/,;?zjudiciary/;!ngthreat
_nggf;u‘q_judicial overreach/‘gulﬁ.ﬁjj%
A A A e et T g ol A
ui‘d/fé—mthere is a disconnect, S« Uthoughtse #52 2.
House of the U1 5 < suggestion bl § 2 - < FT s
proper Uz -ib ¥ J& o Z P H . FFederation
obviously in the Constitution, it £ £ amendments
u?uf/éft;!fla.-ﬂfqugw’!iuxﬂcannot be done otherwise.
I8 e S Sl e U £ P S e ST el S
State comes fuj&nproceduresélufjvé’/-‘cufpossible
u’fib;!'to one of the Legislatures and presents their case.
.;Tiba bl’issueéﬂm’/,f’ g L b 410’({%#7!’1;@@’1
J& b1 A point of view Kul Ul /}'J-.;/lki/(l}‘l(j) Sy

ey S 2T un T
we should not regress, we should go forward.
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Syed Nayyar Hussain Bukhari (Former Chairman Senate)

Syed Nayyar Hussain Bukhari (Former Chairman):
Thank you Mr. Chairman, honourable Senators, former
Senators and dignitaries. It is my privilege to be here on
this occasion when you are celebrating the Golden
Jubilee of our Constitution and then the Parliament. As
for the political history and the legislative history of
Pakistan is concerned. We have to see what hurdles we

crossed and how we are governed for the last 74 and 75
years. | start with the creation of Pakistan, when we got
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independence; the country was being ruled under the
Government of India Act 1935. And the Constituent
Assembly came into existence in 1947, at the outset we
had 69 members of the Constituent Assembly and that
Assembly was elected by the Provisional legislatives. The
object and the task given to the Constituent Assembly
was to frame the Constitution for the Pakistan, for a
newly independent country. It was very unfortunate that
the members of the Constituent Assembly were unable
to frame the Constitution for a new country.
Subsequently the original strength was 69 and then it
was raised to 79. The process of framing the Constitution
started but in 1954 the first Constituent Assembly was
dissolved. As compared with the India you know it took
hardly 3 years to frame their Constitution. After the
passage of three years India got the Constitution but till
1954 we could not get the Constitution for our new
country. When it was dissolved in 1954 then again it was
resumed rather, | would say and in 1955 and the first
Constitution which Pakistan got was 1956 Constitution.
That was a Constitution which had a unicameral system.
But ultimately, a martial law was imposed on 7™ October,
1958 and the country was again without a Constitution.
Then in 1962, a one man Constitution was given to the
Pakistan and the country was ruled for ten years under
that Constitution. So the reason why we are celebrating
this day, when we are cherishing the benefits of this
Constitution, because this was a Constitution of 1973,
which was given by the representatives of the people of
Pakistan. A 25 members Committee was formed in 1972.
That Committee was formed by late Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
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Bhutto, who was President at that time in 1972 and that
Parliamentary Committee approved the draft of 1973
Constitution on 20™ October, 1972. All the Parliamentary
Leaders of Pakistan who were in the National Assembly,
with a consensus they approved and agreed on that
Constitution. In February, 1973 the Bill for 1973
Constitution was tabled in the National Assembly and
that Bill was passed by the National Assembly of Pakistan
on 10™ April, 1973 and that was the Constitution which
was enforced on 14" August, 1973, but the Constitution
was unfortunate and the people of Pakistan were
unfortunate, that Constitution could not survive beyond
5 July, 1977. A time came, and | have said that earlier
also, that our Constitution was polluted by the dictators
of this country and thank God when through 18"
Amendment we were able to remove all those insertions
given during the martial law regime and during the
undemocratic period.

Rightly as has been mentioned by the Chief
Minister of Sindh, this is the Constitution which governs
the relations of the State organs, which governs the
relations between State and its citizens and which gives
the parameters for the State organs. So he rightly said
that there has been intrusion by certain State organs in
the functioning of the Parliament also. So, if we see the
Preamble of the Constitution, whoever has a desire to
exercise the authority of the State, | would say, he must
go before the people of Pakistan. He must have a
mandate from the people of Pakistan, any other person,
who has not got the mandate of the people of Pakistan,
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has got no right to interfere in the executive powers of
the country or Parliament of this country.

The Preamble says; wherein the State shall
exercise its powers and authority through the chosen
representatives of people of Pakistan. That is the basic
concept given in our Constitution, but we have seen that
there is a concept which has been developed that the
basic structure, people talk and some State organs talk
about that the basic structure could not be changed. But
my point of view is that the Constitution of Pakistan is a
creation by the Members of the Parliament. As the
Constitution itself gives authority to the Members of the
Parliament, Article 239 is very clear about that. It gives
power to the Parliament to amend the Constitution and
they can amend according to the desires of the people of
Pakistan, according to the needs of people of Pakistan.
Particularly, | am referring to that Article that certain
legislations and certain amendments of the Constitution
have been challenged before the supreme judiciary. | am
very clear about that, except the Parliament, nobody can
guestion the amendments made by the Parliament of
Pakistan and the Constitution itself bars. It categorically
says, and | would be mentioning the Sub-Article 5 of
Article 239, “no amendment of Constitution shall be
called in question in any Court on any ground
whatsoever”. So | have a firm belief and faith in my
Constitution, because it regulates my relations with the
State and the State organs also.

And secondly, what was the need of having a
bicameral Parliament in Pakistan? What was the
requirement, and what made Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to think
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to have an Upper House in Pakistan, because 1956
Constitution had a unicameral legislature, it had a one
House. The basic thing which came to his mind was that
we are Federation, but the representation of all
provinces in the National Assembly is in accordance with
the population. There is disparity in number of the
Members of the National Assembly. Punjab is a bigger
province and if you calculate the numbers of the
Members of the National Assembly, if we count from
Punjab, it is much more from the three other provinces,
so to have an equal representation in the Parliament this
concept of bicameral legislature was brought into the
Pakistan.

We have been following the Westminster system
in our country, the parliamentary democracy. But you
have to see that we have to bring certain provisions in
our Constitution which suit us. In our neighbouring
country, you see in Pakistan we have a Chief Executive
from the Lower House, but in India where a member of
the Upper House can be Chief Executive of the country.
Manmohan Singh remained for two terms as a Prime
Minister of India, he was never a member of Lok Sabha,
he was a member of Rajya Sabha, so why can’t we think
and we see that we can bring an amendment to bring a
parity, when there is a disparity in the National Assembly,
why can’t we think that a Member of Senate from any
other Province, a member of Senate from any Province
he could be a Chief Executive of this country, because
India’s having that. They do follow the Westminster
system, but there is an exception to that Upper House
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Member can be Chief Executive over there also.As far
functioning of the both Houses is concerned.

At that time, when | was in the Chair, | suggested
and | wrote to then Prime Minister of Pakistan that our
two Houses have Standing Committees and there were
separate Standing Committees over there. For legislation
much time is consumed, once a Bill is tabled in the
National Assembly, it goes to the Standing Committee of
the National Assembly, than it is transmitted to the
Upper House, than it is sent to the Standing Committee,
it consumed lot of time and it is more expensive also.
When | was Chairman of the Senate at that time | wrote
to the Prime Minister of Pakistan that lets have joint
Standing Committees of both the Houses. You will save
money and you will also save the time. Same thing is
being practiced in India; there are joint Standing
Committees of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, why can’t we
adopt that? That request was never entertained or rather
never looked upon but still | suggest that you being the
Chairman of the Upper House and even Mr. Raja was
here who is the Speaker National Assembly, Law Minister
is also sitting, we must have a consultation on this. We
should have a joint Assembly of both the Houses of the
Parliament. As far as celebrating this Golden Jubilee, in
our previous meeting Mr. Raza Rabbani was there who
initiated this process in our party and it was resolved in
our Central Exective Committee Meeting that this year
will be celebrated as a Golden Jubilee Year for having the
Constitution for the last 50 years. Thank God that
Chairman of the Senate and the Speaker National
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Assembly they also decided to celebrate this event in the
Parliament.

Secondly, what | feel is that we have to assert our
position being the Members of the Parliament because it
is the time to think that | believe in a sovereign
Parliament and if the Parliament is not sovereign than |
feel there is no need to sit over here. If there can be
intrusions in the functioning of the Parliament, if the
Parliament feels handicapped so we are not serving the
nation then. If we want to uphold this Constitution so
you have to strengthen the Parliament, you have to
assert your position for that and we feel so that
Pakistan’s political history is a mixture of many things.
Sometimes the Constitution was abrogated, sometimes it
held in the abeyance, and sometimes it was suspended
but the main role the politicians have to play, the
Members of the Parliament have to play and | hope so
taking this law as a supreme law they would stand by this
Constitution and they will defend, preserve and protect
this Constitution. Thank you very much.
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Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb, President of Habib Bank

Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb (President of Habib
Bank): Honourable Chairman Mr. Sanjrani, honourable
members of the Senate, on this most auspicious occasion
of the Senate’s Golden Jubilee celebrations | do think it is
important that we recognize many achievements of the
Senate. The Senate has admirably served the role of the
Upper House of our parliamentary system and has nobly
upheld the constitutional checks and balances which lie
at the heart of Parliamentary democracy. Over the years
the Senate has resolutely exercised its legislative
mandate to address the most pressing issues that faced
our Nation, security and the needs of its most vulnerable
citizens.

As the representative of the corporate and
financial sector of our country and | am greatly privileged
that | was invited today. | would like to highlight the few
of many legislative achievements of the Senate that have
effected the sector and highlight some areas that may
need attention.

To begin with, legislation for financial and
corporate sector is largely robust, though there is over
regulation by the regulatory agencies to facilitate the
recovery of non-performing loans, we call them NPLs.
The Senate has over a number of years taken the
initiative to pass Laws to make recoveries effective and
efficient. We have seen multiple legislative changes to
address issues related to NPLs and legislative framework
as it stands today which, as | mentioned are fairly robust.
However, as a practical matter things appear to have
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only worsened with respect to the recovery of non-
performing loans.

In my view, the issues we face relating to the
recovery of these loans are not due to inadequate
legislation but rather are result of issues relating to
enforcement and procedural bottle necks which is where
we need to focus our attention, for example, investing in
judicial capacity and resources. Now moving to our
companies and securities laws, these have been
reformed and modernized to improve transparencies,
regulatory oversight and promote the ease of doing
business. Such reforms have gone a long way
inunlocking our country’s economic potential, and while
the Senate has provided largely appropriate and
proportionate regulatory umbrella | believe that we
suffered from over regulation at the behest of the
Regulatory agencies particularly in the corporate sector.
Regulations tend to often try and emulate those of most
sophisticated economies and are made without fully
appreciating on ground realities. | would call on the
Senate to provide guidelines to the regulators in this
regard; we should and cannot put the cart before the
horse.

Now Sir, with respect to urgent legislative reforms
which are needed, which are around corporate
rehabilitation and digitization which are most critical.
While, | do believe the legislative framework for the
commercial and financial sector is relatively robust | do
think two sectors are in need of immediate attention
which are corporate rehabilitation and digitization.
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And specially country is facing macro challenges
there is a great need of reforms to the corporate
rehabilitation framework for distressed companies often
called the bankruptcy laws since Law Minister is also
sitting here so it is the best opportunity to mention this
and while the Senate has passed legislation dealing with
this issue in the past such legislation has not produced
the desired results.

In fact | am informed that there had been no
significant cases of successful corporate rehabilitation
under these laws even though they have been enforced
since 2018. Reforms are urgently needed to allow and
encourage the struggling companies to successfully
rehabilitate themselves; otherwise the grim state of non-
performing loans will continue to worsen.

In relation to digitization of the economy we have
made commendable legislative progress. However this
area is transforming itself at breakneck speeds and
urgent up gradation of our legislative framework is the
need of the hour. The Senate should spearhead reforms
in providing robust legal framework for digitization and
modernizing our laws concerning data protection and
security, consumer rights, digital currency and smart
contracting.
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time the way banks stepped up during the COVID period.
We seamlessly moved towards providing services
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Honorable Chairman, visiting dignitaries and my
respectable colleagues, first, let me express my gratitude
to the worthy Chairman for letting me speak on this very
auspicious occasion. It is an honor for me attending this
historical session. In fact | was supposed to leave abroad
when | came to know that such an event was being
commemorated. So, | extended the timing of my visit just
to attend this very important and historical meeting. |
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thank you again. Indeed, these are very difficult times
and holding of such a session in these critical and
sensitive times is really something we all should be
thoughtful about. Why is it being held? What is the actual
occasion? Is it the completion of 50 years of the Upper
House which was created through the 1973 Constitution
and Parliament was made bi-cameral? Is it that much
important that we should really be celebrating it or are
we at the critical juncture of history where holding of
such an event signifies the importance of the Upper
House. | have been listening to most of the speakers who
are very learned colleagues of mine. They have been
highlighting various aspects of this august House.
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Mr. Tariq Yousaf, President, Karachi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
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taxation and non-friendly environment for the taxpayers
is the reason for that 20 billion dollars deficit.

u’uﬂ[/'zui‘ul(c,ufjgfLéfactoryd;Téf4ug¢ 1l L2
foreign 5 let’s not blame anybody, but the fact is this (¢
e o Se zposition § stz 4.5 UF Lsc b Uiinvestor
£it's on record’ port & b e wt U4 S s I e ud
Ul P !Ul;_,te_e“’_uf%u’ggm‘ugc‘:./d'fcontainers;M
friendly environment particularly in respect of tax fc‘—&/
.;T)’l‘n s JL&.&{ L},ii?«”f’{,gﬂ‘ngd)g;{:J'CO”eCtion
uftax friendly environment//l‘uf on board %%’ uf’wv
uﬁ‘uBTz?_’igroup 2L s usPresident € .8 GIF US b Kx
which was 702" U A Lproblems G usiLe o £ B
/Z?g.&[;bd}.a}:!ugiuf)?!’fby’uf!é_ J¥all import related
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-
?d/w(jﬁd/_}}fl@!_u"‘; industrialization :f/)@f!.,tz
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what are fg;_lgtf/i4;,gJluf"ﬂ/ﬂﬁ/‘l:{ufu‘fm{ufﬂ;m
the reasons of this non-industrialization in this country,
slindustrialization ﬁf! we have to find out the reasons

uff/n.:gmdl,.:mp/ﬁiq;uf;?.}}Jforeign investment
/g/f_}/d/uluiﬁ@l’_‘a reason uéb»d/!nu%&.’z;;dzgu’fg?ug
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imposition of taxes and formulation of the policies for
- kon board 4Jluﬁ§framing the tax structures

long-time economic fd/:. _;TL &us Py S INlyey
it €Usfadd 2Lt o o 176t l{ufadopt #15 policies
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counterbalance to the numerical disparity among the «
ul%gf}f%ﬂ&)mgjuﬁ{cm K&:‘:’Julﬁg%’Federating Units
one Federating Unit is the majority of S« .fault line ._,QJ
the country which is in my humble opinion that it is a
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fault line or either the fault line was not there originally

East u}u‘{ =5 e in 1947 when there were provinces
Pakistan was there and that was one Federating Unit

&/JfL ﬁ?which constituted the majority of the country
One Unit. 2 77L_novel system 2fid £ Fmajority dilute
=5 Uli& Provinces ¢f £ West Pakistan =51 1tz
u!g/guﬂ[f,w/‘_,tgy‘m,«?:};Jf/;!u?ufProvince 35 65 ek
L&A IEast Pakistan Lskprovince <415 West Pakistan <.y
B orlr b 522 T4 system of parity 201 £ 51§ province
One 5725521962 111956 L §I-F»undo »4 ¥ unjust
< u:’ bicameral legislature uis 4 & o 2 B U £ Unit
One (#1970 Se & U1 5L Bicameral legislature 1973

Provinces were ;;lg)ff}LuGCf"J)? =% £ _Unit martial Law
revived and Balochistan for the first time became a

Financial Newspaper Business ml;Lul"/gf}fuf Province.

Jul?/g JKu;f/!fJ’fava?,Tu:‘?un 5 edit &% # Recorder
fezclisd ufﬂ/&‘"!cﬁf‘jmJ{&LL}@,JW:J,J!KW
IMF (72 2 it is extremely vulnerable -2 5 & =2ir 427
£ Programme, IMF Tranche and Staff Level Agreement
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A Sn Ul S ek eze $ 0 P st f U b Gl
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u!flm/?/wu‘f@T‘u‘f@ﬂ,}/x}”&'wufQuﬁﬁfﬁ;uf,mmeans
fiscal 1% ¢TFinally loan is now caught up with us. -«
fiscal deficit nine point something of & 7-€sx 5 * ¥ deficit

el b1 K500 (GDP 4416 = 15 {if 5 /17 < the GDP

AU ungibaIance of trade /<& current account deficit

GDP (* i< ¥ again single digit ﬁu’ffuiggagugﬁu’fuf
exports plus home $A-Fexports Sr sty 16 « 15 £
. total 60 billion Lt & ol £ 2 §17 s §*Iremittances

finance #Fimports u';!ufq 20 billion ¥imports are 80 billion

s g AL LIS gt end & J LN e bt f
&7 Jforeign currency ¥ s i Fborrows » 2T L5 51
2 Jforeign currency b -« U7 sustainable system o« Ut
ut‘ulu;“‘ug exports and home remittances.:g‘ug' streams
40 ¢Treserves &£ = 537 §eytf Slo€stream § -
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In the end Sir | thank you very humbly for inviting me and

giving me this occasion to address this august House.
Mr Chairman: Thank you Sir.
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[The House/meeting of the Committee of the Whole was
then adjourned for 10 minutes for Maghrib Prayers]
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Former Senator Mohim Khan Baloch
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Dr. Khurram Tariq, President, Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce

and industry
Dr. Khurram Tarig (President Faisalabad Chamber

of Commerce): Honourable Chairman Senate, all
dignitaries and fellow guests,

wCr .z, Fstrue representativesLbusinessesf,}iaﬂvl’
LTS S

| represent the largest non-garrison city of this
country, the city of Faisalabad and as Chamber, |
represent the most affected segment of economic
mismanagement, businesses, which include frustrated
labour, management which is looking to go abroad and
businesses who do not understand what to do.

As part of the longest surviving civilization t¢2 z% —(2
5th largest _4,44tufg;z§. asset 63% youth!/".cquggm
’ié‘gfﬁ/(%f/&producer of milk, Thar Coal and what not
U
Mr. Chairman, home to Saindak, home to Reko
Dig, mining potential, double figures of trillion of dollars

documented and we are begging for a billion dollars for
months and months. Mr. Chairman, Pakistan is a tale of
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missed boats. We have economic crisis, political crisis,
social and moral crisis.

?Lﬁufu:‘uuglﬁ,ung‘"~[g £ph
we feel it is a crisis of ownership, it is a crisis of decision
making and it is a crisis of competence.

Ksuccess Ju@g:‘é;i.ﬁv .,LxKL;fu! ﬁfﬂ VA
pillars of ¢l .l From SMEs to LSM -« pivot, business
businessess  pivot of State 2.5t ZFrecognize# wiState
Today, we are suffering from premature de- ¢
~§,Tindustrialization. We are suffering from triple inflation.
(i businesses are suffering from triple inflation. fu:‘%:,
raw J/d/u-uﬂu}.wagest‘gmufﬂ/g,;}'K/(LIa bour_i f
-(fn = o3 Jprice hike dollar devaluation § Ui Jfmaterial
g.gmu:f'da:‘b;/'dhfqrrecession.:'}'u’/f
and we have to survive.
the story of difficult 5 tbo \f s e JF 102722 2
difficult decision power 5 3Tu¥ & 2% ¢ T ndecisions
miss—gc‘:,tff/iT&D losses Lul;c‘,t)/l/,g?/recoveriestector
-« tfpass on#consumers Fgovernance
% Fpoint JI £ T 5K F i L olo (7 e
it was a weak 4 u‘? YA J?l/ b2 U¥1991 - € Usfelaborate

coalition, they had reserves of one week of imports, a
billion dollars and a debt of 72 billion dollars, way back in
1991. So, the position was much precarious than us

‘fu’u"’ui'gﬁ.:i;/té_ur'f!;yl/tgnlg,bé,f‘f'é_h,wultoday.
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[The House and meeting of the Committee of the Whole
were then adjourned to meet again on Thursday the 16"
March, 2023 at 10.30 a.m]
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