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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Friday, the January 27, 2023
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at forty minutes past ten
in the morning with Mr. Chairman (Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Motion Under Rule 263 moved by Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Minister for Law and Justice for
dispensation of rules

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar (Minister for Law and
Justice): Thank you Mr. Chairman. |, on behalf of my
fellow colleagues, (the Senators mentioned in the
resolution), moved under Rule 263 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012,
that the requirements of Rules 25, 29, 30, 41 and 133 of
the said Rules be dispensed with in order to enable the
House to dispense with the regular agenda including
Question Hour for the day in order to thoroughly discuss
and condemn the desecration of Holy Quran in Sweden
and the Netherlands, and pass a resolution against the
same.

(The motion was carried)
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Discussion on the motion moved by Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar condemning the desecration of Holy
Quran in the Netherlands and Sweden

Senator Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani
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much as you would ponder, you would cleanse human

soul. You would cleanse not just human soul but the
entire environment of the planet.
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We strongly condemn yet another incident
disrespecting the Holy Quran in Sweden. Racists cannot
be given a licence under the guise of freedom of
expression to spread Islamophobic and racist policy,

wilful provocations and incitement to hate must be
unanimously outlawed.

sstinternational legislation .k L'mbfﬁgqﬁ’fﬂg LU
F el ﬂ?ﬁ:—ﬁgdw@n -éj,lgblg/?international legislation J2*
-{‘_lgla;f@/“(mc@!'uf"/?wuu"lgd/Juflfinternationalf

Let us be very practical about it. Thank you very much.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you, honourable Senator

Kamran Michael.
Senator Kamran Michael
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Senator Saadia Abbasi
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to o 2 o duty G, U bt add 01 o F UK
condemn this act in the Netherlands and in Sweden

because this act is not just a desecration, it is a crime
against humanity. It is a crime against the people of this

Snfuncmid FEUF 7SS UF I Sworld.
tolerance, freedom, Uiz «Is uﬁ‘.ﬁvuloffence, L2
Ju! _g.btgg/lg4 ¥ democracy, welfare and human rights
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o evdee S AL F promote
there J“iJ!LfgueicopiesJuT/"c“_vL;L?Aé»L,j/“!.,l:e
is a bias against Turkish population which is living there,

which is contributing to the economies of these
countries.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed:(f/lul’/lb!({ Sir,
| think today is a very important and auspicious day
because the Senate of Pakistan is the first Parliament in
the world to take notice of this grave crime and issue of
Islamophobia. We must compliment you and compliment
all the members especially Senator Mushtag Sahib and
others who have taken this initiative.

LT 7 U1 7 4l £ s (6 S e B L LIS 1 s
e LIy Jlsle 2 Bulslsaissue ,Ju:fujin/;’/?issue
because this K;Jextendu‘f/? issuesj;!u,é:,g'd,g &S Us WC,&»I
country badly needs national unity on core issues.
Sir, | will Just make three major points.
Number one, the issue of Islamophobia is not

confined only to Sweden and the Netherlands. This has
been a recurring pattern, in the past we saw France, we
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saw Denmark, we saw Austria, we saw Hungry having the
same pattern. So this pattern also shows very important
double standards in the west because they talk of
freedom of expression and freedom of speech that we
cannot have any control over it but actually there are
finite limits to freedom of expression under their own
laws and under their own political considerations. | will
give you two examples. The issue of holocaust, anybody
who denies the holocaust can be jailed. So, there is no
freedom of expression on that and the Professor Ervin,
famous professor of Britain was jailed for that. Now on
the issue of Ukraine, people have lost their jobs in the
UK, in European countries for agreeing with the Putin’s
point of view on Ukraine. So, again on freedom of
expression when it suits their interests, they take a
different stand. So, | think on the Issue of Islamophobia
we should be very clear and | am very happy that the
previous Government had declared the day of
islamophobia which is universally acclaimed and, of
course, this is something which is close to the hearts of
all the people of the world, and civilized community also
because the great people’s Pope | call him, Pope Francis,
he issued a statement, condemning Islamophobia. So, it
is not just Muslims, it is also Christians and the civilized
community and | would like to acclaim Pope Francis for
his stand on this issue.

Mr. Chairman, the second issue is that in the west
Islamophobia is not state sponsored. It is an abrasion by
certain fanatics, certain extremists, certain racists,
certain right wing bigots but closer to home in India and
Israel Islamophobia is State sponsored. Mr. Chairman,
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what happened yesterday in occupied Palestine, Israeli
occupation forces brutally murdered nine Palestinians in
Jenin, which is also an expression of their hatred for
Palestinian Muslims and right next door in India, Modi’s
India, we know what is happening and | would urge you
through your good offices that please distribute the BBC
film, “The Modi Question”, it is in two parts, | have seen
it, it is shocking the kinds of despicable crimes that are
being committed by the Indian State under the RSS
leadership against Muslims, targeting them and including
in occupied Kashmir, where 4.2 million new domiciles
have been mentioned and | think that they want to
change the demographic balance in that context. So |
would say that we should also take this forward.

The third aspect is what needs to be done on this
issue. | would say that the Human Rights Council is
meeting next week in Geneva and we will have
representation from, | believe, that Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, Hina Rabbani Khar Sahiba and also from
the Senate, the Chairman of the Senate Human Rights
Committee, Walid Igbal Sahib is going there, they should
take up this issue with the Senate resolution and they
should promote this, number one. Sir, number two, we
should also take this initiative with the G-20 countries
which India is hosting this year and they said they are
going to have a session in Srinagar, in occupied Kashmir. |
think Modi’s film needs to be shown to all the G-20
members to tell them what is really happening and
before | conclude, | would like to mention briefly one or
two other points. Two days ago a book has been
published in America by the former American Secretary
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of State, Mike Pompeo, the title of the book is “Never
Give an Inch” and also on that, there is an expression of
Islamophobia because he narrates the Indian propaganda
that when India attacked Balakot after the Pulwama
incident and we hit back and shot down two of their
planes including their pilot was captured, Abhinandan.
According to the book, the Indians complained to the
American, Sushma Swaraj, she talked, woke him up at
night and told him that Pakistan is planning a nuclear
attack as if it is a Islamic bomb attacking a civilized
country. | think this should be clarified and he says then
he called, what he says the real ruler of Pakistan General
Bajwa, according to Pompeo and he says issue was
diffused. | think pervious Government should also clarify
this issue and also the current Government because this
is falsehood, Pakistan’s Nuclear programme is a peaceful
nuclear programme in response to the Indian nuclear
programme, we started that, we did it for our security,
they did it for their status and prestige and this kind of
nonsense we have never done. It is their Brahmos missile
which was fired, they said accidently and they have had
lose uranium.

Mr. Chairman, finally we talk of Islamophobia
which we condemn strongly but we should also uphold in
Muslim countries, Islamic principles. | have seen in the
Holy Quran that the three people are the most mazloom,

u:‘,ug/!zz,m%mw(}ﬁwu:pz,ug;!ﬁ‘c‘:.fsuf.?/“u"/"
‘c,threatmentijdu,;;;!}c;%/"gﬁunbfcondemn/,w
Ylsas a terrorist coveriwg@/é@u’}@’"fc/u%
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we should not humiliate political prisoners like that. In
the past it has happened, Prime Ministers have also been
handcuffed, our people have also been handcuffed but
two wrongs don’t make a right, what is wrong is wrong
and we should condemn that. Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: Hon’ble Khawaja Asif sahib,

Minister for Defence, please.
Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Federal Minister for Defence
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(The House was then adjourned to meet again today i.e.
27" January, 2023 at 02:30 p.m.)
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Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister of State for
Law.
Senator Shahadat Awan, Minister of State for Law
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Mr. Chairman: | now request Honourable Senator
Mushtag Ahmed on behalf of the Senate to put the
resolution. Yes, move the resolution.

Senator Mushtag Ahmed: Mr. Chairman, Thank
you.

(sl ue)

-« Ixlscorrected versionfulu‘fl‘c‘:.g;fﬁu:uﬁ/’% -2
Yes, please move the resolution.
Resolution moved by Senator Mushtag Ahmad against
the incident of desecration of Holy Quran in Sweden
and Netherlands

Senator Mushtag Ahmed: Mr. Chairman, with your
permission, on behalf of the Senate, | present this
resolution:

“The Senate of Pakistan expresses its deepest
dismay and shock at the vicious and vile act of the
burning, tearing and desecrating the Holy Quran by
racists, bigots and extremists in Sweden and the
Netherlands to the utter shock and dismay of Muslims
and civilized humanity.
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The Senate of Pakistan strongly protests to the
Governments of Sweden and the Netherlands for
allowing these extremists and fanatics to stage the
burning of the Holy Quran in the name of freedom of
expression. The pretext of freedom of expression cannot
be used to attack the religious emotions of 1.5 billion
Muslims across the world.

The Senate of Pakistan strongly condemns this act
of Islamophobia being hateful, vicious, highly explosive,
and contrary to the principles of international law laid
down in several instruments, including:

(1)  UN General Assembly Resolution No.36/35 of
25 November 1981 (by which it proclaimed the
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance and Discrimination based on
Religion or Belief);

(2)  Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights;

(3) Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights;

(4) The European Court of Human Rights &
European Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or
Belief which states, responsibility & freedom of
expression go hand in hand and the latter
should not incite hatred, shock or disturbance
to any segment of society;

(5)  The call of the World Conference on Human
Rights upon all Governments to take all
appropriate measures to counter intolerance;
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(6) General Assembly Resolution 56/6 of 9
November 2001 on the Global Agenda for
Dialogue among Civilizations;

(7)  Resolution of UN Commission on Human Rights
2005/40; and

(8) International Day of Islamophobia proclaimed
by the United Nations.

The Senate of Pakistan, therefore, stands for
upholding the universal principles highlighted above and
expresses the collective will of state and people of
Pakistan against the act of desecration of the Holy Quran
by racist and extremists. This vicious crime is a calculated
and deliberate attempt to harm interfaith harmony,
social peace, religious tolerance, and ultimately it will
prove to be divisive for peace and stability amongst
countries, cultures and civilizations.

Therefore, the Senate of Pakistan:

(1) Urges the Muslims to maintain calm and
composure, refuse to be intimated by the hate-
mongering Islamophobes, and promote Islam’s
message of peace, tolerance and universal
brotherhood.

(2) Calls upon the Government of Pakistan to initiate
prompt action on the following lines:

(i) To summon the Ambassador of Sweden and the
Netherlands and convey the strong sentiments,
shock and anger felt by the people of Pakistan
against the desecration of the Holy Quran.

(i)  To impress upon Sweden and Netherlands for
firm lawful action against those who desecrated
the Holy Quran.
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(iii)  To contact, coordinate and cooperate among the
Members of the OIC to take a unified position on
this issue which is central to the core beliefs of all
Muslims.

(iv)  To take up this highly important and urgent issue
before the upcoming session of the UN Human
Rights Council which is meeting in Geneva next
week.”

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. | now put the resolution
before the House.
(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The resolution is passed
unanimously.
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The House stands adjourned to meet again on
Monday, the 30" January, 2023 at 3:00 pm.

[The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Monday, the 30" January, 2023 at 3:00 pm]
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