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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Tuesday, the June 16, 2015
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad, at thirty four minutes past
ten in the morning with Mr. Presiding Officer (Mr. Ahmed
Hassan) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Presiding Officer: It is announced with heavy
heart that Senator Farogh Naseem’s father has passed
away. May his soul rest in eternal peace and may Allah

grant patience and courage to the bereaved family to
bear this irreparable loss.
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Apology from the Senate Secretariat to the former
Senator Jamiluddin Aali
Mr. Presiding Officer: On behalf of the Chairman
Senate now the Acting President of Pakistan, | have to
apologize to former Senator Mr. Jamil Uddin Aali and to
the members of his family for an inadvertent mistake



committed by the Senate Secretariat, we apologize to all
those people whose sentiments might have been hurt by
this inadvertent mistake. We pray for long life, health and
happiness of the living legend Mr. Jamil Uddin Aali.
_wifd}hdgléfwuglﬁadjournment motion—/
There is a calling attention notice at agenda Item No.4 in
the names of Mr. Ilyas Ahmad Bilour, Mr. Shahi Syed, Ms.
Sitara Ayaz and Mr. Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai
Advocate, please raise the matter.
Calling Attention Notice by Senator llyas Ahmad Bilour
Regarding Alleged Irregularities and Rigging in the
Recent Local Bodies Elections
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We would like to draw the attention of the Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs towards the following
matter of public importance and recent occurring.
Massive irregularities and riggings have been witnessed
in the recent local bodies elections in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. It is a matter of great public importance
and the ministry may make a statement to inform the
House about the steps taken or to be taken. May | start
with?
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Mr. Riaz Hussain Pirzada, Minister for Inter-Provincial
Coordination
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In view, over structuring of the system of Local
Governments introduced by the Provincial Government
the Election Commission of Pakistan asked the
Government of KPK to hold local government elections in
phases in the Province but they went to Supreme Court
for holding the poll one day. Resultantly Election
Commission of Pakistan had to hold local government
elections on one day and following disturbances and the
situation on the polling day, 13™ May,2015 and some of
the reasons which give birth to such like happenings can
be outlined as under:-
According to the Election Commission of
Pakistan, a very slow process of issuance of
seven colors of ballot papers to each
electoral voter by the insufficient staff who
had to record the particulars of each voter
on counter file of each ballot paper which
was causing delay in the polling process in
the polling station and thus accumulation of
huge gathering at the polling stations was
waiting for their turn which let the voter
flared up. A very thin layer of administrative,
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logistic and specially security assistance

support and security cover at the polling

stations and to the polling staff that was put

in place by the Provincial Government which

was not sufficient to control the mob and

happening of such ugly incidents of violence

at the polling stations. Even at the sensitive

and most sensitive polling stations the

security apparatus was too thin to control

the situation and to contain the mob like

situation at the polling stations. The Police

personnel deployed at the polling stations
appeared not as much effective to control

the situation as the mob was required and

expected of them. Maintenance of law and

order situation was the responsibility of the

Provincial Government of KPK but reports

on media as well as from the DROs, the

Deputy Commissioner, also depict that there

was the worst atmosphere, that is capturing

of polling stations, beating of polling staff,

snatching of ballot boxes, ballot papers etc.

One day poll was also another contributory factor
which can’t be over- ruled and ignored as the strength of
the security police personnel in the Province was not that
much sufficient for deployment at each polling station for
one day. Had the process been in phases the situation
would have quite changed better and such like incidents
might not have happened. The presence of a large
number of polling agents equal to the number of the
contesting candidates that is 41762 against 84420 seats
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at the polling stations also provide sufficient force to
ignite violence and disturbance and fighting between
agents and candidates and thus disturbed the peaceful
conduct of the election at the polling station and then
the factor also caused problem in counting of results at
the polling station and delay in compilation and
collection of results. Wrong allocations of election
symbol to the contesting candidates by the Returning
Officers was another factor to disturb the polling
stations.

Mr. Chairman! the election commission had held
three days extensive training programmes for these ROs
and the DROs. Symbols were allotted according to the
seats if there were five seats then you had to take
symbols from five which were already given on the
papers and there were names on the ballot papers they
could not identify or give proper symbols to the
contesting candidates and this was because of the
Provincial Government’s returning officers and the DROs
who were not performing their duty in a manner which
they should perform according to the instructions of
Election Commission
363 polling =3s 1 S b5 Ssee P S o e o 2 U1
stations have to be re-polled by the orders of the
appellate authority of the Election Commission and no
notification was issued for any seat regarding the winning
candidates. They have withheld the results and they are

& % /DRO’s ui looking into the reports of the DRO’s.
TP qé"zm # u’-’; Jﬁg J’ifu"’g! T ufinstructions
Ut 2 L lee_Umove i_Senators o < t(s-sidisturbed
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duty (! Us7lsiwanted to hold free and fair elections

law and order maintenance and ‘4‘_,,{,2 fl'uggfperform
that is

the prior duty of the provinces, as it is said by yourself
also.

So, it's up to the Chairman and the House,
whatever action you can take.

Mr. Presiding Officer: The Calling Attention Notice
is disposed of.

(Interruption)
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Further Discussion on the Finance Bill, 2015
Mr. Presiding Officer: Further consideration of the
following motion moved by Mr. Mohammad Ishsaq Dar,
Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs,

Statistics and Privatization, on 5t June, 2015.
“The Senate may make recommendations to

the National Assembly on the Finance Bill,
2015, containing the Annual Budget
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Statement, under Article 73 of the
Consideration”.

Plosr £ E
Senator Najma Hameed
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The House stands adjourned to meet again on
Wednesday, 17" June, 2015 at 10:30 AM.

(The House was then adjourned to meet again on 17"
June at 10:30 am)
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