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@ | INTRODUCED ON 02.09.2024
4 o , ;
[FO-BE-INTRODUCED.IN THE SENATE] ]
A N :

- BILL

- further to amend the Supreme Court (Numb:er,' of Judges) Act, 1997

;

WHEREAS itis expedlent further to amend the Supreme Court (Number

of Judges) Act, 1997 (XXXIII of 1997) for the purposes and in the manner

-herelnafter appearlng,

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. - - Short titlekkand commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called

the Supreme Court (Nukm'ber of Judges) (Amendrli'lentj Act, 2024.
(2) It shall come into force at oncei

2. ’ Substltutlon of section 2, Act XXXIII of .1997.— In the
Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1997 (XXXIII of 1997), for sectlon 2,
the following shall be substltuted namely:- ‘

-~

w2, Maximum Number of Supreme Court Judges: other than
Chief Justice._ The number of Judges of the Supreme Court of
Paklstan other than the Chief Justice shall be twenty.”

',STATEMENT,OF OBJECTS ANlj REASONS

It is necessary to enhance number of Judges in the Supreme Court of
Pakistan from seventeen to twenty one to address the rising number of
pendlng,cases The Supreme Court has four ]urlsdlctlons original, appellate

<advisory, and review being diverse and demanding, contributing to the

continuous accumulation of cases. With economlc growth and social changes,
the complexnty and variety of cases have lncreased This backlog, comblned
with the complexntles of integrating the Feder,all,y_ Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) into Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, necessitates mbre judicial resources.



2

2. Increasing the number of judges can improve access to justice for

citizens by reducing wait times for hearings and decisions, ensuring that justice -

is not only done but seen to be done promptly. A higher number of judges can
improve the overall efficiency of the judiciary, allowing for better distribution
of cases and more thorough consideration of complex legal issues. Legal and
constitutional changes often require more judicial oversight and interpr’etat_io_n.
Additional judges can manage the increased workload that comes with
significant legal reforms. Many countries with similar or smaller populations

have a higher number of Supreme Court judges. Aligning with international

~ standards can help improve the judiciary's performance and perception
globally. : =

3. By addressing these reasons, increasing the number of.ju'dges in the
Supreme Court can enhance the overall efféctiveness_, fairness,. and
accessibility of the judicial system in Pakistan.

4.  This Bill is designed to achieve the aforesaid objectives.
T  SENATOR MOHAMMAD ABDUL QADIR
MEMBER IN CHARGE
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