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(2) The Steering Committee shall be comprised of the Federal Minister
for Health, the Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, the
CEO of the implementing agency for the Sehat Sahulat Programme, three
government officials to be nominated by the Prime Minister and three
independent experts from the healthcare field.

(3) The mandate of the Steering Committee shall be to define -and
approve the strategy and policy related to the Programme, to approve
programme design, partnership decisions and to ensure smooth operations of
the Programme., %:1 - .

(4) “The Steering Committee shall oversee the scale up of the

Programme across Islamabad Capital Territory.
(5) The Programme Management Unit at the Ministry will also serve

- as the Secretariat of the Steering Commitiee.

8.  Eligible persons or families for Programme assistance.- Any
person presented to any publ ic hospital of the Islamabad Capital Territory and
their families shall be eligible to receive free emergency medical care as part

of the Programme. D N
9. . Reimbursement of Healthcare Facilities.- (1) The Federal

Government shall either reimburse healthcare facilities for the cost of

emergency healthcare expenditure incurred by individuals who are eligible for
free coverage under this Act, at rates set by the Steering Committee with
input from a panel of technical experts or provide adequate resources to

hospitals to cover the costs incurred. : ,
(4) The reimbursement shail be made through a digitized system to

ensure tra nsparency and efficiency, after verification of treatment completion.
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(5) The Federal Government shall set up a mechanism to periodicaily

review the reimbursement rates to ensure that they are in line with the actual
cost of providing emergency healthcare. ‘

10. Budget of Programme. - (1) The Ministry shall, in r-esi‘:rect of
each financial year, prepare the annual budget estimates of the Programme
and submit the same to the Steering Committee for approval in accordance
with such ﬁnanciél procedures as may be approved by the Steering

Committee.
' (3) The Programme may be funded entirely by the Federal

Government or by a combinatipn of contributions by the Federal and
Provincial Governments. ‘ :

11. Maintenance of accounts and internal control.- The
Programme shall maintain complete and accurate books of accounts in
connection with the discharge of its responsibilities as may be prescribed by

the Auditor General of Pakistan.
12, | Addi.t.; (1) The accounts of the Programme shall be audited every
year by the Auditor General of Pakistan in such manner as may be prescribed
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Free emergency care in hospitals is a basic human right. It is imperative
that we recognize the significance of providing accessible and cost-free
emergency medical services to all individuals, regardiess of their financial
circumstances. Medical emergencies can occur unexpectedly and swift access
to emergency servicés can significantly improve patient outcomes. Without
financial bam‘er§, individuals are more likely to seek help promptly, preventing
the exacerhation, of conditions and red ucing the risk of further complications.
By safeguarding public heaith and safety, we create a healthier and more

resilient society as a whole.

2. Providing free emergency care aligns with our moral obligation to

prioritize human life and wellbeing. Medical emergencies can affect anyone,

regardless of their socioeconomic background. Denying or delaying care based

of fairness and equality but can -also have dire consequences for those iﬁb'.
desperate need. By funding free emergency care, we uphold the ethical
standards of our society and demonstrate compassion for our fellow citizens.

3. Funding free emergency care can have positive economic-

efficiently, we can minimize the strain on healthcare resqurces, preventing the
overcrowding of f]o;.;p,@éls and enabling them to functjon optimally. This, in
turn, contributes to ‘the overall efficiency of the healthcare system and helps -

control healthcare costs. . .
4, Funding free emergency care fosters public trust and confidence

encourages individuals to seek necessary care promptly, leading to improved
health outcomes; reduced complications, and ultimately, a healthier
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