[TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE]
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' ﬁ_u‘ther fo amend the Eléctians Act, 201 7

WHEREAS 1t is expedlent further to amend the Elecuons Act 2017 ::

'(XXXHI of 20 17) in the manner and for the purposes heremafter appeann

Itis héreb}:ffenacted as fdﬂé‘&s: -

1.  Short title and 'commencement. — (1) This Act shall.be. called;:i:

the Elections (Amendment)-Act, 2023; . - o _— ;

{2 It shali come into force at‘ ence.i .

2. Amendment of sectlon 57, Act XXXIII of 2017.— In the Electlon ;: :
Act, 2017 (XXMII of 2017);: heremafter referred. to as-the said. Act 1n sectlon 57 '

for sub~sect10n (1) ‘the follomng shall be subsututed namely -

(1) Subject 10" ‘the’ Constitution - the - Comnuss;on shall by~;:
not1ficat10n in the official gazette announce the date! (or dates, as :!

the: case‘may be, of the general elections.".

i'
!

| 3. Amendment of section 58, Act XXXIII of 2017.— In the sald_:f
' Act 1n sectlon 58 for sub-sectlon (1), the followmg shall be ; subsﬂtuted h

namely: - :

"(1) Subject to. the Constitution . Notmthstanding anythmg;-f %:
contained in section 57, the Commission may, at aty time after the" ..
issuance of theé nouﬁcatlon under sub-section (1) of that section,: :
make such alterations in the election programme- announced in .’
that notification for different stages of the election orimay issue a .!
fresh-election programme with fresh poll date or dates als may, in its: .
opinion to be recorded in writing, be necessary for thé purposes of Ty

this. Act v

i
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Article 218 (3) of the Constitution envrsages duty of the Electron Commission

-of Pakrstan to organrze and conduct the electrons and to make stich arrangements as are
necessary to ensure that the election rs conducted honestly, justly, fairly and in accordance

with law and that corrupt practrces are guarded ‘against. The Electron Commrssron of

Pakrstan enjoys administrative and functional autonomy under the provrsrons of the

Constrtutron and the” ‘Elettions Act 2017 which facilitate :the -EEP 4n.fulfilling its core'

obligation of free and fair elections. To further strengthen the- Commission;: amendments in

Section 57(1) and 58(1) are requrred to be made allowrng ECP to announce poll date(s) for

general election at its own subject to the Constrtutron

2. & Parhamentary Commrttee constituted ‘by ‘the Chairman:. of the. Senate, also "

exammed the’ proposed amendments -and recommended-that the Federal Government shall

- initiate the process of tabling:the: legrslatron Forthe: purpose subject tothe Constrtutron

S wr Lo The,:_BrH;se_eks to-achieve tne,aboveo_bjegts. e

(MURTAZA JAVED ABBAST)
* Minister for Parliatnentary Affairs



