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“ " |AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY] .

e
_ . Bill. b
to consolidate and amend the law relating to territorial sea and maritime z;:ones

_of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient further to consohdate and amend the law relatmg to the
territorial sea and mantlme zones of Paktstan and for miatters connected therew:th and
' anclllary thereto and to give effect to the provisions of the United Nations Conventlon Qn the -
_Law of the Séal 982, which: Paktstan_ has ratified on the 26_“‘ February, 1997; - :

- Rtis hereby enacted as follows:~

1..” Short title and commencement.—(l) ThlS Act may be called the Pakzstan
_ Mantlme Zones Act, 2023

@) It shall come into force atonce. =~ R

2. o Defimtlons (I) Unless the subject or context prov1des otherwise,s -~ ii-
(@) “baselm means the low water fine or Where apphcable the system of; sﬁ'a1ght
S lines, as notified from time to time m the ofﬁclal Gazette from whlch breadth

of the territorial sea is measured; o I ; .
®) conventlon means the Umted Nauons Conventlon on the Law of the Sea
© (UNCLOS), 1982; L

(e) * “Government” or “Federal govemment” means the Federal Govemment of the

Ly

Islamic Repubhc of Pakistan; .-

oy
(@)  “maritime zones” means the mtemal waters, temtorxal sea, contlguous zone,.

LIS >

exclusive economic zone, contmental shelf and-high seas; :
'k

(e) “nauttcal mile” or “NM” means a umt for measurmg d1sta'1ce at sea, equal to
. 4

1852 meters; . : _ )
o “prescnbed” means prescnbed by rules made under this Act;

v

- (2)  The wor‘dsand expres_sions- used but not defined in these rules shall have the.

Lot

same mearnings as assigned thereto in the convention. .

3 Territorial sea.-(1) The sovereignty of Pakistan extends.to its territdri:al sea,
s . . A S

i -

.as well as to the air space, over its bed and subsoil.
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(2)  The breadth of the territorial sea is-twelve nattical miles measured from the

Biseline.

(3 " The baseline from which Inmts of the territorial sea, eontlguous zohe,
exclusive economic zone and continental shelf are to be measured shall be as notified by the

Federal Government n the official Gazette

(4) *Where a sxngle island, rock or a compos1te group thereof consmtutmg a part of
the terrltory of Pakistan situated off the main coast, the baseline referred to in sub-sectlon 3)

shall be drawn along the outer seaward limits of such xsland rock or compos1te group. -

4. | Internal waters.- The mternal waters of Paklstan shall compnse all waters

. that-are on the landward side of the baseline.

5. Hxstorlc waters. (1) The- Federal Government thay, by notzf catlon in the
ofﬁezal Gazette specify the limits of such waters adjdcert fo'its Tand temtory as the hlstonc
waters and bays of Pakistan. : S '

(2 - The sovereignty of Paklstan extends and has always extended to the historic
waters of Paklstan to their seabed subsoﬂ and the alrspace over such waters and bays

[ERS

6. - Right-of innocent passage.- - (1) Without prejudlce to the provxslons of any

other law for the time being in force and subject to the provisions of sub-section (5) and sub-

section (6), all foreign shxps shail enjoy the rlght of innocent passage through the temtorxal

sea.

(2) ~ Passage of a forezgn shtp shall be considered innocéat’ %0 long as it is not

prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of Pakistan and such passage shall not be

consndered innocent if the foreign ship, while in the territorial sea, engages in any of the
following activities, namely:-

(a) any threat or use of force agalnst the sovereignty, territorial integrity or

political mdependence of Pakistan or in any other manner m vxola’aon :
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(3,

(b

(©

@

(@)

0

(®

®
O

3

any ‘exercise or practice with weapons of any kind;

of the principles of interriational faw embodied in the charter of the °

United Nations;

any act aimed at collecting mformatlon to the pre;udlce of the defence
or security of Pakistan; s

any act of propaganda aimed at affecting. the defence or security of

Pakistan;

the 1aunchmg, landing or takmg onboard of any alreraft or mlhtary
dévice; ' '

tﬁe"ioading or Unioading of any persoﬁ eomrnodify, currency of persorr -

contrary to the customs fi scal, 1mm1gratlon or samtary laws and'

regulatlons of Pakrstan

.any willful act of pollution from vessels, release of toxic or noxious

substances or dumping of wastes causing or likely to cause, damage or

harm to Pakistan or its r‘eso‘ur.ees or its marine environment;

: any ﬁshmg actwmes,

the carrymg out of research or survey acuvmes,

any act almed a’c 1nterfermg w1th any ystem of commumcatlon orany .

-other facxlltles or mstallatlons of Pakistan; and

any other activity. not havmg : dlrect bearmg on passage.

v e o e

In exercising;the right of innocent passage, a foreign ~ship,sha11 comply with-

(@

®

generally accepted international regulations, procedures and practices '

for‘safety at sea which have effects on the territorial sea or any part

thereof, -~ ...

vy

the prowsnons of the regulatlons and any enactment, order or- dlreotton, '

which have effect in the temtorlal sea or any part thereof, for or with

respect to -

(i')‘ the safety. of navigation and :the. regulation of maritime traffic,.
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schemes;
(i) the’ protection of navigational aids and faeﬂities and other

(:iii) the protec’uon of cables and plpehnes,

including use of sea lanés and the opération of traffic: separation = .-~ * ¢

., (iv) the conservation of resources of sea; S L

IR ﬁshmg and ﬁshenes S DR

-'(iri) the preservatlon of the marme envxronment and the preventxon,

reductxon and control of pollutlon thereof
PYOE R

(vii) marine sclentxﬁc research and hydrographic surveys, and

. _(vm) control or prohibition i in relation to customs, exclse;;immlgratbn -

vy O sanitation. . .- S S e

@) Passage_ shall be continuous and expeditious, stopping or an'choringshal.l be |

Y

i -permitted -only .in-.so. far as the same are incidentalvto ordina'ry navigation <or: rendéred

necessary by force majeure or distress or for the. purpose of rendering-assistancet#o, persons !z

and ships or aircrafi in danger or dlstress

g . e ot ot I i ‘~ 5 "‘.,;' RS IR S 1

(5) - Foreign warships including submarines and other under water vehicles may
enter or pass through the tetritorial sea with 'the pﬁor permission of the Federal Government.’
Submarines and other under water vehlcles shall nav1gate on the surface and show thelr flag

~ while passmg through such sea,

©) Forelgn super tankers, nuclear" powered ships and shxps carrying.nuclear or
other mherently dangerous or noxious substances or materxals may enter or pass through the
territorial sea after ngmg pmor fiotice to the Federal Govemment, or any authorxty or person

' authorized by it in this behalf by the Federal Government, and shall carry documents and
observe speclal precautlonary measures mtematxona]ly r‘eeogmzed for such shlps. “

¢)) The Federal Government, or any'authority or person di:fy‘* authoriZed in this
behalf by the Fed_eral-Governinent, may in‘the interest of safety, peace, ‘good order or security

of Pakistan or any part thereof, suspend, by notification subject to such exceptions and
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- qualiﬁcai'ions, if any, as may be specified in the notification, the e;ntrjz of all or any class of “

. foreigg ships into such areas of the territorial sea as may be specified in the notification.

(8)  The Federal Government, or any acthoriw or person duly authorized in this
behalf by the Federal Government, shé;ll have the fight to order an immediate eviction of a’

foreign waiship or other foreign government ship operated for non-commercial purposes, that

violates the laws or regulations of Pakistan while passing through the térritorial sea of

Pakistan. The flag state of such a ship shall bear responsibility for any loss or damége’ to

’Paklstan resultmg from the non-comphance by suoh ship with the laws and regulations of

Paklstan CONcerning passage through the terntonal sea or other generally accepted rules of

international law

9. - :Contiguous zene.- (1) The contiguous zone of Pakistan; hereinafter referred

_to' as the contiguous zone, is an area-adjacent to and beyond the territorial sea, the limit of

" which istwenty-fbur nautical miles measured from the baseline.

2 )l " 'The Fedetal Government, -or any authgrlty or- person duly authorized in t‘ms

behalf bythe: Federa} Govemment may exercise such powers and take such measures in or in

respect of: the contiguous zone as it may consider necessafy to- .ptévent ‘and putiish the -

' contravention of and an attempt to contravene any Iaw,_ for the time being in force, relating

to:“ ) . R . . | . . AT . . . , ‘.u"
(@)’ - -the security of Pakistan;
() immigration and séhifation;
(©) customs and other fiscal matters; or

+..+(d) -archacological and historical objects.

(3. The lfcdcral Government may, by nqﬁﬁc_a_tiop in the Qﬁﬁcial..ﬁ;ﬁ_zeqe, -

C

(@ .extend to the contnguous zone any rclevant law for the tnne bemg in

fonce in Pakistan, or any provxslon thereof relatmg to any matter

referred toin sub-secuon (2), and

M) make such prOVlSlonS, as it may consider necessary for facilitating the

=.e,nforcement,of such law in'the contiguous zone:. .
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8. Exclusive economlc zone.- ( 9] T{w exciuswe economic zone -of Pakistan, helemaﬁer' .

: referred to as the exclusive economic ane, is an area beyond and adjacent fo the temtonal

tea, the limit of whlch is two hundred nal}‘ucal miles from the baseline.

2y Inthe excluswe economch zone mcludmg its bed, subso:l and the supeljacent
waters, Pakistan has -- ‘ | S
‘ !
(a) 'soverexgn rlghts ﬁ‘or the purpose of exploratton, development,
' explmtatmn, consewatton and management of natural resources both
'hvmg and non—l1vmg as well as for producmg energy from tides,
~ winds, currénts andithe sun; ’
) excluswe nghts anll _jurlsdmtion for- the construction, maintenance or
' operatlon of artlfic ial 1slands off~shore termmals, mstallatlons and
other™ structures. apd devices necessary for the exploration and

exploitation of th¢ resources of this zone or for the safety and

©: convenience of nayxigation or for any other purpose;

Sis

(c) - exclusive rights aﬂb jui’isdicitizrf to authorize, regu_late, conduct and.

~ control scientific research;

L S ! : : , wr
- «(d) " exclusive jurisdictidn. to preserve .and -protect the ‘marine environment
and: to prevent, rediice and control pollution of marine environment;

and P SR i

NO) " such'other rlghtsas %u'e recognized by the international law.
3 No person or company mclrdmg a foreign government shall, except under and

in accordance with the ferms of ¢ any agreement with the Federal Government or a lisénce or

letter of authonty issued by the Federail Govemment or any authorxty or person -duly” '

authonzed in ‘this behalf by the Federal G}overnment explore or exploit any fecourses of the

l.
exclusive’ ecoriomic’ zote or carry” out ahy seareh.o_r excavatlon ot conduct any research
“within the exclusive economic zone or drill therein or construct, maintain or operate therein
~ -for any of the purposes whatsoever. any hrtificial island; off-shore terminal, -installation or

.other structure or device.-~ -~ - - ¢

@ " The Federal Government may, by notification in the official Gazstte -

PR \ " Poge60f20
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(e‘}) -declare any area of the exclusive economic zone to be a designated
area; and

(e) ~ make such provisiors as it may deem necessary with respect fo all or

any of the followmg ma’ctel s, namely;

@y _the exploration, develop‘ment exploitation and protection of the -

: resources of such desxgnated area;

(i)  other activities for the economic explmtatlon and exploratxon of
such designated area, such as the production of energy from .

txdes, wxnds, currents and the sun;

(iii) the safety . and protectlon of amﬁclal 1s1ands, off-shore
" terminals, installations and other structures. and devxces in such

'de,slgnat_ecl area;
(iv) the proteet_ion of marine gnvirbnmentofsuch designated area;
- ’ . . .

) “Gustoms. and other fiscal matters in-relation:to such designated

area; and

woni(vi) -the r’eg‘ulatibn of entry into and passag‘e'through»:the designated
e ‘ared of foreign ships by. the establishment of fau'ways, sea.
lanes, traffic separa’mon schemes or any other mode of ensurmg '
freedom of nav1gat10n which i Is not pre_]udlcxal o the interest of
~ Pakistan.

(5).  The Federal Goverament may, by notification in the official Gazefte.- _'

(a). .. extend to the whole or any. patt of the excluswe eeonomxe zone any
..relevant law for the time bemg in force in Pakistan, or any. prov131on '

“thereof; and ’

- by make’ such'previsions«as.:it may deem necessary: for. facilitating the -

enforcement of such laws in the exclusive economic zone or,. as the

case may be, the part thereof to which it has been extended.
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6) The prorlisions of sub-section (6) of section 9 shall apply in relation to the-

~ Twying or maintenance of submarine cables or pipelines or such other material on the seabed

Of the exclusive economic zone as they apply in relation to the laying or maintenance of

Slbmarine,cables or pipelines or such other material oni the seabed of the continental shelf. -

’(7)' . In the exclusrve eeonomlc zone and the air space over, the zone, ShlpS and
alrcraﬁ of all states shall, subject to the exercise by Pakistan of its right within the zone,
eljoy ﬁeedom of navigation and the over ﬂlght

-9, 'Continental shelf.- (1) The continental shelf of Pakistan, hereinafier referred

- to as the ‘continental -shelf, corhprises the seabed and subsoil .of the, submarine areas that

e'xtend't)eyond ‘the limit of the territorial sea of-Fakistan throughout the natural ptfolongat_ion

‘of the'land territory of Pakistan to the outer limit line comprising fixed points measured three

hundred ‘and fifty nautical miles from the baseline, declared under sub—sectron (3) of section
3, as notified by the Federal Govemment inthe official Gazette...

<
r

| (2)  Pakistan has full and exclusive soverelgn rights in respect of ifs contmental
shelfmcludmg, : ’ o R T AR

E development, exploitation, conservation and management of all natural
Tesources consisting of the.mineral.and other non-living resources of
the seabed and subsoil- together with. living: organisms belonging to

sedentary species;

- (b)”  exclusive rights.and jurisdiction to authorize, regulate, conduct and
. . control scientific research; .

(¢)  exclusive rights and jurisdiction for the construction; 'maintenance or

operation of artlﬁcral rslands, offshore termmals, installations - and

other structures ‘and “devices necessary for ‘the exploratlon and

exploitation of- the resources of the contr,ne_ntal shelf, for the -

convenience of shipping or for any other purpose; and

‘Page 8 0f20
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(@) ' exclusive jurisdiction to preserve and protect 'ti;e‘inarine énvironment -

and to -p{event and control marine pollution.

Explanatzon Fot the purpose of this sub—sectxon, the expression “living orgamsms .
- shall.mean those organisms which, at the haryesteble stage, are either nmnoblle on or under
‘the seabéd or are unable to move excopt in constant physical contact with the seabed or the

. subsoil.

(3) “No person or ce‘mpany,‘including a foreign ‘gOVemment,,shall excepf under

and in accordance with the terms’ of any agreement with the Federal’ Governmenf ora licenee

or letter of authiority: 1ssued by’ the Féderal Government or any authonty or any person duly L

. authorized in thxs behalf by the Federal Government explore the:continental shelf or. exploit ‘

v

its resources or ‘carry out any search.or excavahon or. conduct any. research .within the

continental. shelf or drill therein’ or construct, ‘mamtam or operaxe therem for any.of the .

- purposes-whatsoever any aruﬁcml island, off—shore terminal, mstallatxon or other struc__tur,es -

or devices. i,

KRR . . .
H R ) . D

@ . The Federal Go?emment;r’n_ay, by notification in the.ofﬁcial 'Gaz'ettes;.:g.‘..v.‘,g .'

@ - dé‘cl'ére ar{y:area of.ihe' continental shelf'to be a designated area; and

© . (b) " make such provisions asit may, deem necessary with respect to all or.

any of the following matters, namely;

(i) the exploratlon, development expioitation and protection of the

_resources of the contmental shelf W1th1n such de51grxated area;

(i) the safety" and protectlon of artlﬁmal 1slands, off-shore
: termmals, mstallatlons and other structure and devxces in such

- de51gnated area, |
,(iif) the proteetton of manne envxronment of such designated area;
- (V) - customs» ,angi.other fiscal matters in relatlon to such desxgnated

area;and -
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area of foreign shi{)s by the establishment of fairways, sealanes, .

traffic separatmn schemes or- -any other mode of ensurmg

freedom of navxgatxon whxch is not prejudmal to ‘the interest of

' »Paklstan J
{

(5)  The Federal Government may, by notification in the-official Gazette, -

9

. @ - extend to the whole or any part of the continental shelf any relevant ‘

" law for the time being 1 m force in Pakistan, or any prov131on thereof:

- . and 3
' i

(b)  make such provisions as ‘it“}nay consider necessary for facilitating the

enforcement of such Iaws in the continental shelf or, as the case may _

be, the. part therecf to wh:ch it has been extended:”

. (6) | Subject to any measures that may be n,ecessary for protecting the mterests of
Pekistan, the, Federal Government may not 1mpede the Iaymg or-mainténanes of submarme :

cables or. pipelines.or- such other material on' the seabed of the continental shelf by foreign
states: .

—

Prov1ded that the consent of the Federal Govemment shall be necessary for.the
' delmeahon of the course fcr the ]aymg of such cabIes or plpehnes or:such otlier material. -

e ..

10, Safety zones. -(1) The Federal Govemment may establish safety Zories around'

" artificial. lsiands off:shore terminals, mstallat;ons and other structures, devices - constructed

T mamtamed and.operated within the mtema] waters, the temtonal sea, the exclusxve economic.

zone: and the. contmental shelf by the Federal Govemment or by a person -OF company under a

licence issued. bythe Federal Govemment T A

1

' @) The hmxts of safety zones mentloned in, sub-sectlon (1) shall not exceed a
distance of ﬁve hundred meters around them, measured from. each. point of then- outer edge
except as authonzed by generally accepted mtematlonal standards. ‘
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(3) All ships, vessels and boats ‘while navigating in the vicinity of the artxﬁcxal'
islands, .off-shore termmals, mstallatxons and other structures and devices shall comply wzth_
the laws and regulations and orders issued by the Federal Government ot any authorlty or
person duly authorized in this behalf by the Federal. Government for the‘,,safety of the
navigation and the artificial islands, off-shore terminals, installlations’, other structures and

devices.

11.  Delimitation of .maritime boundaries.- (1)‘ Notwithstanding anything

contained in any other law for the time being in force and any other 4provisioh:-of this Act, the

delimitatien of the territorial sea; .contiguots ‘zone, ‘the exclusive economic zone, the

continental shelf and other maritime zones between-Pakistan and any other state whose coast

“is opposite or adjacent to that of Pakistan shall be determmed by agreement between Pakistan
- and such state. - ' ‘ ;

2 | Every agreement referred to in stib-section (1) shall be published in the
official Gazette as soon as it enters into force. ' ‘

-
14

T 12, Publlcatmn of charts.-. The Federal Government may cause to'be pubhshed a

. in official:charts the baseline referied to-in' sub-section (3)-of section 3, the boundaries of the . -
: 'gemtonal--sea,- the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone, the continental shelf and

-other maritime boundaries as referred to-in section 11,

13. Removal of off-shore installations.-.(1) Subject to any action under any - other-

law for the time being in force and any other provision of this Act, the Federal Government

- or any; quthority. or-a person, duly-authorized -in this behalf by the Federal Government may

dlr_ept..»a;_per;,son,ox_‘- company to remove’ within the time-given by the Federal Governtiient of

the authorized person or' authorized authority, thé artificial- island, off-shore terminal, -

-installation and other structure or device, construeted,. maintained: or operated or any vessel,

aircraft, platform or other man—made structure dumped : by that person or compafiy “in- -

contravention of any provxsxons of the Act.-

L @) - In case such person or company -mentioned i in sub-sectlon (1) fails to remove: :
such artificial island, off-shore terminal, mstallauon, vessel, aircraft, platform or other

structure, the Federal Government or any authority or person duly authorized i in this behalf by .
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the Federal Goveroment may remove such artiﬁcial' island, off-shore terminal, installation,

vessel, aircraft and any other structure or device, at the risk and cost of such person or

company.

14.  Prohibition of pollution.- No person, vessel or company shall cause or
attempt to cause or abet to cause the pollution of marine envxronment in the internal waters,

" the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone and the continental

" shelf,

Explanation:- For the purpose of thlS section, the expression “ponutlon of marme
enwronment” means the. infroduction by a' ‘person, directly or md1reetly, of substance or
energy into the ‘marine environmert, moludmg estuaries which result or is likely to result in
such deleterious effects as harmful to hvmg resources and marine life, hazardous to human .
health, hindrance to marine activities, mc]udmg fishing and other legitimate uses of the sea,
1mpa1rh_1_eht: of quality t‘orvu,se_ of sea water and reduction of amenities..

As. Prohlbltmn of dumpmg No persn, vessel or company shall cause or
attempt to cause or abet to cause the dumpmg in the mtemal waters the. territorial sea, the
' contlguous zone, the exclusive economic zone and the contmental shelf; except under and in
accordance with the terms of a hcence or letter of authonty issued by the Federal
Government or any other’ authorxty or person duly authorized in this behalf by the Federal
Govemment '

Explqhaiz.bn:_- For the putpose of this section, the expression “dum'ping"" means,-

(a) any dehberate dxsposal of‘ wastes or other matters from vesséls, “aircraft,

platforms or other man-made structures at sea; and

(b) ._any dehberate dlsposal of ‘vessels, an*craﬁ, platforms or other man~made
structures at sea but does not mclude-

() . _the dlsposal of wastes or any other matter mcidental to or derived from
the normal operatmns of vessels, an'craft, platforms or other man-made
structures at sea andt their equlpment, other than’ wastes or other

matters transported by or to vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-
Page 12 of 20




~ made structures at sea operatmg for the purpose of disposal of such

matter or derived from the treatment of such wastes or other matters on '

such vessels, aircraft, platforms or structures;

(i) placement of matter for a purpose other than the mere disposal thereof,

provxded that such placement is not contrary to any provisions of this’
Act. - '

16,  Jurisdiction onboard a foreign ship.- (1) Where an offence is- committed
onboard a foreign ship, being 2 merchant ship or government ship operated for commercial

purposes, during its passage through the territorial sea, JurlSdlctIOH may be exercised, in

relation to such offence, only if}

{a)  the consequences of the ‘offence extends to the terntory of Paktstan

" (b)  the offence is of a kind hkely to disturb ‘the. peace of Paklstan or

- good order of the territorial sea;

{©) " “the assistance of the Federal Government ot any pubhc ofﬁcer has
been requested by the mastér of the forelgn ship or by a diplomatic

S agent or consular ofﬁcer of the relevant forelgn state, or

T it is necessary to exercrse Junsdwtron for the purpose of

' -suppressing any 111101t trafﬁc in narcotrc drugs or psyohotropro

. substances or weapons, unauthorlzed broadcastmg or any act of piracy
and slave trade. |

Explanation:- For the purpose of clause (d), the e)rpression “ynauthorized
broadcastmg” means.the transmtssxon of sound racho or televxsron broadcasts from a ship or

installation in the excluswe economic Zone or on the hlgh seas 1ntended for receptton by the

+,..- people of Pakistan contrary 10 the mtematlonal regulatlons, but excludmg the transmlssron of

distress call.

@) The'lix’nttation in sub-section (1) shall not apply in any case Where a foreign

by shtp i:s-_'l.)'a'ssing through the terntonal sea after leavmg the mternal waters

3

‘ (3) Sub3ect to sub-sectlon 1), where a forelgn ship proceedmg from a port outside -

‘ Pakrstan is passmg through the terrltorlal sea without havmg entered 1ntemal waters,

Jurrsdxctron may be exercxsed in relatlon to any offence commltted before the ship entered the
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~territorial eea, onboard the ship during the passage only if - -

(a)  there are greunds for believing that the ship has, in the exclusive

economic zone or the continental shelf, committed a violation of -

@ any provxsxon of }aw of Pakistan apphcable in the exclusxve

economic zohe and the continental shelf for exploratlon or'

exploitation of the natural resources whether hvmg or non- -

living;

(i) any proviéion of law of Pakistan and any international rule or

- standard apphcable in the excluswe economic zone  or -the -

o contmental shelf; or

(iii) any provision of the regulations or any enactment coriforming to

and giving effect to any such rdles and standards;

| (b) there are reasonable grounds for believing that violation has resulted in

a substantzal dxscharge causmg or ﬂueatemng 31gmﬁcant pollutlon of

,4
the marme envxronment or ‘o

- AT

{c) vthere"is clear evidence_éthat violation has resulted i a.substantial -

discharge causing majoi' damage or threat of major damage to the
coastline of -Pakistan dr to' any resources of its territorial sea or

-éxclusive economic zone or continental shelf.

17.  Pollution and dumpmg outs:de internal waters, contiguons zone,

terntorlal sea-or exclusive’ economic zone. (1) When a foreign. shxp which voluntanly

within a port-or at an off-shore termirial of Pakistan has-caused marine pollutlon or dumping -

as defined in sections 14 and 15, outside the internal waters, the territorial. ‘sea ot -the. -

exclusive economic zone and the contmental’ shelf, which has caused or is likely to cause

pollution-in the internal waters, the' territorial sea or the excluswe economic zone, the' master

and the person in charge of such sh1p shall be deemed to have committed the ‘offence. liable. -

for the pumshment under section 27.

(2) - The owner and- ageﬁtof the slj_xip mentioned in sub-section (1) shall also be -

deemed to have committed the offence liable for punishment under section’27 unless he
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~.proves that the oﬁ‘ence was commltted wzthout his knowledge or that he exerclsed all due

diligence to prevent the commission of that offénce.

18. Seaworthmess of ShlpS to avoid pollution or dumping When the Federal

‘ Government, or any authorlty or person duly authorized in this behalf by the Federal

. Government, has reasons to beheve that a foreign sh1p within one of the ports or at one of the

off-shore terminals of Paklstan, in violation of generally accepted mtematmnal rules and .

'standards relatmg to seaworthiness of such shlps is hkely to cause pollution or dumpmg as

def ned in sections 14 and 15,.in the internal waters, the territorial sea or the contlguous zone

orthe exclus:ve economic zone or the contmental shelf, the Federal’ Govemment or any.
~ authority or person: duly - authorized in thls behalf by that Government may as far as

‘ practicable take admmlstratlve measures o prevent such ship from sallmg and may permit

such. slnp to proceed .only to the, nearest appropriate. repair yard and upon- 1emoval of the

causes of the violations may permit the ship to continue immediately.

‘19.'. ‘ Hot pursuxt (1) When the Federal Govemment, or any authonty or person

duly authonzed in thxs behalfby the Federal Govemment, has reason to beheve that a. foreign '
- ship has violated the laws or regulatlons of Paklstan, 11: or he may undertake the hot pursmt

for the.arrest _of that ship. -

' ‘( 2) Hot :pursuit commences when the foreign ship or one- of its boats or other craft

' workmg as a team and using the ship pursued as a mother Shlp is within the limits of the

internal waters, temtomal sea or contiguous zone of Pakistan.

3 It the forexgn ship'is in the contlguous zone of Pak:stan, the hot pursun; may be

~ undertaken 1f there has been a violation .of the laws or.regulations for whwh the zZone was

" established. -

-{4)  As long.as the: hot. puisuit is not. intefrupted, it may contipue ouiside the

V temtorxal sea, the contiguous zone, the exclusive. eeonomlc zone and the continental. shelf as.,
~ the case may be. The hot pursuit ceases as soon as the ship pursued: enters the temtomal sea '
~ of its own country or of a third eountry ‘The, right of hot pu:sult shall be exercised by

- ‘warships or- military aircraft of Paktstan or by ships or atreraft cleatly- marked and

- 1dentxﬁab1e as bemg on Federal Govemment servxce and duly authorized in this behalf by the
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Fideral Government or any authority or person duly authorized by the Federal Govefnm_ent’. .

(5) In case of violations- of laws or regulatxons apphcable in the exclusxve o

glonomic zone or on the continental shelf, the hot pursuit may commence when the ship
plrsued or one of i it boats using the ship pursued‘ as a mother ship, is within the limits of the

exclusive economic zone or continental shelf as the case may be.
‘Explanation:- For the purpose of this section, -

- (a) . the expresswn “warship” mc]udes all ships of the Paklstan Navy and
the Pakistan Maritime Secunty Agency; and

. (b) . the expression “military aircraft? iicludes -an aircraft of the Pakistan
Army, Pakistan Navy, Paklstan Afr Force and the Pakistan Maritime
" Securxty Agency.

20. Forexgn warships.- A foreign warsfup and ‘other state owned shlps used and
operated by the government thereof for non-eommelcxal purposes shall not be arrested or
taken iiito custody under any provision of this Act In such cases, a written' report shall be

. submitted 1mmed1ately to the Federal Govemment or any authonty or person’ duly authorlzed
“inthis behalfby thé Federal Governmert. ' '

Explanation: For the purpese of this section, the ekpre§5iéh “warship” mieans a ship
beloncmg to the armed forces of a State bearmg the extemal matks distinguishing such ship
of its natlonahty, under the command of an - oﬁ" icer duIy commlssmned by’ that state and

whose ‘nénie appears in the appropriate service hst or its’ equwalent and’ mantied’ by a crew
which is'under regular armed forces discipline. = '

21. Attempt and abetment.-Whoever attempts t0 contravene  or - abets the

contraven’aon of ‘any prowsxon of thls Act shall be deemed to have contravened the

provnswns of thls Act and rules made thereunder B ' i -

22, " Trial of offences.- - (1) Unless otherwxse prov1ded under the provisions of thls o

Act, any person committing an offence under the provisions of this Act shall be punishable
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.under sectlon 27 or under any of the laws extended under this Act and shall be trled by a S
- Court of Sessions designated by the Federal Govemment in consultatlon wn‘h Chief Justice of
the Hzgh Coumofthemspecﬁxe_pmygggg in thxs behalf

(2) - "Without prejudice to the provision_s of the Pakistan Maritite Security Agency |
Act, 1994 (X of 1994), no proceedings shall be initiated under this Act except on a'complaint

in writing to the competent Court of Sessions made by Pakistan Maritime Security Agency or

" Pakistan Navy.

' 23 ~ Arrest without warrant.- Nomithstanding’ anyth'ing-‘ con_tained in the-.ﬁ(ifode of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898) any person who contravencs any provisions of this
Act may be arrested thhout warrant by the commanding officer of a ship, vessel or boat of
the Pakxstan Navy and the Pakistan Mantnme Secumty Agency, not below the rank of
heutenant The arrestmg officer may. also take into custody any ship, vessel, boat, equipment

and gear used and any- artificial island, off-shore terminal, installation, structure and device

. constructed, malntamed and operated ‘and any property acquired, possessed’ or disposed of in

)
Y

contraventl_on ,of any provrsxon of this Act:

24, Vlsxt and search For the purposes of this sectxon, the commandmg ofﬁcer
may board or send.a boarding party to any ship.or vessel- suspected of bemg used or any

- _artificial island, of’t'—shore terminal installation or any other structure or device. suspected of . .

bemg constructed, maintained or operated in contraventton of any provisions of this Act for -

mvestxgatlon, mspectlon, search and checking documents

25. Procedure after arrest The ofﬁcer makmg an arrest under sectlon 23. shall

thhout unnecessary delay, take or produce the person arrested before the ofﬁcer m charge of, .

~the pohce station or the court, havmg jurlsdlctlon in the case and thereupon the prov131ons of

" the Code of Crxmmal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898), relatmg to mvestlganon of cogmzable _
offences and ’mal before the Court of, Sessmns, shall apply

Sop

26. Dlsposal of perlshable property.- In case any property taken mto custody

. ‘under section 23 is a perishable itém, the same may be disposed of under orders of the court’

hav1ng.1ur1sd1c_tton in the case and if it is sold, its value shall be treated as property-taken.-into

custody under that section.
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~ 27. Punishment. - (1) Whoever contravenes any provision of thzs Act of any
rule, regulation or notlficauon made ar issued thereunder shall, without prejudxee toany other
action which may be taken against such persém under any other provision of this Act or'of
-any other law for the time being in force be Epnnishable by imprisonment for a term which

may extend to five years or'with fine-or wi_th both.

2 'Notwitﬁstending any provision:. of any other law for the time being in force, -

“‘any ship; ‘vessel, boat,- equipmerit and gear and any. artificial -island, off-shore. terminal,

installation and other: structure’or device used for comm 1ssxon of'the. offence and.any. property o

acquired, possessed ‘or disposed of in- comrmssxon of an offence under. this Aot shall be’
forfelted 10 thie Fedeéral Government. '

28. Piracy.- A person commlts piracy, 1f he commits any one or more of the
following ‘acts, namely:-" ' :

T A T
L

A _(e) o 'any xllegal act of v1olence or detentxon, depredatlon, committed for ‘
- .prlvate ends by the crew or the passengers of a prwate sth ora pnvate.

. “l .- [ L el
. N

alrcraf: and dlrected-

'(i), agamst another shxp or alrcraﬂ or agamst persons “or property '

" onboard such Shlp or a1rcraﬁ or o

(11) ' 'agalnst a ship, alrcraﬁ persons or property on hlgh seas Or ina
o place out31de the junsdlctlon of any state, ana -
| (b) . any act of vo]untary partlelpanon ini the operatlon “of a shxp or of an
- girerdft with' knowledge of" facts making it-a pirate-ship or aircraft;

o ©) """""an,y act* of abettitig or mcmng orof’ mtentxona!ly facilitating an act

. speozﬁed in clauses (a) or (b).. - ER '

- Pumshment for pxracy Whoever commlts plracy shall be punlshable with

1mprlsonment whxch may extend to ten years and n° whlle commlttmg the oﬁence commits
- murder shall also be liable to 1mprlsonment for life or w1th death.

30, -~ Armed robbery against shxps. Whoever, by any unlawful.act of’ violence or.

detentlon or any act of depredation or threat ~thereof other than act of piracy, directed against
- . Page 18 of 20




' the ship or against persons or property onboard a ship in the territorial sea, commlts or

. gttempts to cormit the armed robbery agamst ShIpS shall be hable to pumshment under
- section 27.

- 31.  Offences by companies.-Where an offence punishable under section 27 has -

-been eommttted by a-company, any person who, at the time the offence was committed, was

in chdrge of and was responsible to the company for the conduct of the busmess of the

compaty, as well-as the company, shall be' déemed to be guilty of the offence and. sha!l be

hab_le to be proceeded against and pumshed accordingly, prov;ded that nothing contained in _
this section shall render any such person liable.to any punishment provided in this Act if he

proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he-exercised due |

- diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

-

32.  Powerto make rules.- (-1) The Federal Government may, by: notification in. :

-~ the official Gazette, make rules for.carrying out the purposes of this Act.

. .(25 '. In partlcular and thheut prejudlee to the generahty of the foregomg power,
such rules may prowde for all or any of the followmg fnatters namely -

. {a) reguiatton of the conduct of any person in the territorial sea, con’aguous
‘ zone, the exeluswe economlc zone the contmental shelf or any other

marltxme zone of Paklstan, i

(b) regulatlon of the expioratlon, development, exp101tat10n, conservatlon and .
\ management of the resources of the eontxguous zone, the contmentai shelf

~and excluswe economlc zone,

.+ . {c) .- regulation ,of the constmotlon, mamtenanoe and operatton of artlﬁclal

1slands, off-shore: termmals, mstallatlons and other structures and devxces,

(d) ‘preservatxon and protectlon “of the” ‘marine: envxronment and preventlon,,

‘ reductlon and control of marine pollutlon,

‘(e), authonzatlon, regulauon and control of the conduct of matine sclentnﬁc

'research
() feesin relation to hcences and letters of authonty,

- (g) ~any-matter relatmg to. xmplementatxon of the convention. and other such

. conventions; and _ .
o ' Pagelsofzo )




, o M) : any matter incidental to any of; the matters specified in this Act.

33. Délegation.- The .'Federal Go'verrimént may, by | notiﬁcatmn in the

Official Gazette and subject to such conditions as ‘may be spec;.ﬁed in the notification,

| direct that ali or any of its powers under this Act or rules made thereunder shall also
B exercisable by an authonty or ‘officer subordma’ce to it or by a provmc:lal

dovemment or any authonty or offxcer subordmate toit.

Repea! and savmgs (1) The Territoriaf Waters and Merifime Zones Ac'_c, '

1976 (LXXXII of 1976) is hereby repea!ed

2) .. Everything done and’ all actxons, habxhtxes or proceedmgs commenced or

power conferred, rules made and. notlﬁcatlons 1ssued -under-- -any provision of the said

repealed Act shall contmue m force and be deemed to have been respecnvely done, taken :

mcurred commenced appomted, authomzed conferred, made or 1ssued under thxs Act. .-
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Stetement of Obijects and ReasOns

Territorial Waters Maritime Zones (TWMZ) Act, 1976 as amenoied

in 1997 is currenﬂy in force. However;: ‘a’process of its complete revnsron was

mltlated soon after the rafifi catnon of United Natlons Convention on Law of the
~ Sea (UNCLOS) by Paklstan on 26" February, 1997. Rev:sxon of TWMZ Act,

| 1976 is- bemg undertaken with new title “The Pakistan Mantlme Zones {PMZ)

Bill-2021” to glve effect to the provrsrons of relevant international/ national
" maritime laws and to cater for other developments which have:occurred in the
maritime domain since 1997.

2 - Mantrme domain has assumed sngmf cance in contemporary
mantlme -environment.. Pakxstans Continental Shelf has been exterided from
20010 350 NM. Extended rights/ junsd:ot:ons over resources demand protectxon

~and assertion of nat:onal jurisdiction n, sync w:th mternatronal laws. Thts

- enactment of natlonal legislation in line with mternatxonal lawsl conventions to

Wthh Paktstan is sngnatory is need of the hour.

3. ~ Revision to the TWMZ Act, 1976 has been made keepmg in mmd .

' the provisions of national / m’cernatlonal maritime and customary laws

‘warranting elaboratlon of internal waters, right of innocent: passage safety
zones, offshore installations, pollution, dumping, junsdlctlon on forexgn ships,
forelgn warships, vns:t and search, piracy, armed robbery against shaps arrest,
trial and, punlshment etc.: Therefore PMZ 2021 will enable Pakistan to deal with
‘said- matters in accordance with the natlonall international laws and assert its
rxghts jurlsdlction and soverergnty m ~sync wrth lnternatnonal accepted
provxsxons '

(Pervez Khattak)
Federal Minister for Defence



