INTRODUCED ON 23.10.2017
[AS INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE]
A
Bill
further to amend the Elections Act, 2017

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Elections Act, 2017
(XXXIII of 2017), for the purpose hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the
Elections (Amendment) Act, 2017.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 203, Act XXXIII of 2017.- In the Elections
Act, 2017 (OOXXIII of 2017), in section 203, in sub-section (1), for the full stop
occurring at the end a “colon” shall be substituted and thereafter the following
proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

“"Provided that the person shall not be appointed or serve as an
office-bearer of a political party if he is not qualified to be, or is
disqualified from being, elected or chosen as a Member of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) under any law for the time being in force.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Subsequent to the enactment of the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of 2017)
an anomalous position has arisen in Pakistan wherein a person disqualified to be
a Member of Parliament can become an office bearer including the head of any

Political Party.

2 This may enable an unelected person, who is disqualified by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be a Member of Parliament, to determine the policies
and take decisions of any Party from outside the Parliament.

3 The Parliament itself is thus exposed to becoming hostage to a person
who himself is barred from entering it.



4, A person who is not eligible to be elected as a Member of Parliament on
account of being disqualified to be a Member of Parliament should not become
an office bearer of any political party. The Bill is designed to achieve the
aforesaid objectives.
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