
[AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLYJ

Bi

lo protide for establishment ofthe Pakistan Council Ior Science and Technologt

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the establishmetrt of Pakistan Cor-rncil for
Science and TecbnoloSy to advise Lhe Govcmment on national policies on science,
technology and innovation for building up a strong and self-reliant science and technology
system and its ellbctivc working directed towards achievefient of national goals and in
particular the welfare ofthe people, eco[omic groMh and security ofPakistan;

It is hereby enac(ed as follows:-

l. Short title, cxtcnt and commetrc.Erra.- (1) This Act may be called the
Pal<istan Council for Science and Technology Act,20l6.

2.
context,-

(2)

0)
It extends to the whole ofPakistan
It shall come into force at once.

DeliDitions.- In this Acl, unless there is ar),thing repugDant in tle subject or

(a) "Board" means the Board ofGovemors ofthe Council;

(b) "Chairpcrson" means head ofthe Council;

(c) "Council" means Pakistan Couoail for Science and Technology;

"Executive Committee" mearN Executive Cornmiftee of the Board constituted
under section I 1;

(d)

(e) "experl committee" means an expert cornmittee of thg Council constituted
under section l4;

(1) 'member" mears a member of the Board;

(g) "prcscribsd" means prescribed by regulations made under this Act;

O) "President" means President ofthe Board;

(i) "regulations" means reguJations made under this Act;

6) "Resolution" means the Rcsolution notified vide Notification No. 3(5)/82-
NSC, dated the l6s June, 1987 for constitution of the devised coucil
dissolvod under section 22; and

(k) "Vice-Prcsidcot" means Vice-President ofthe Board.
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3. Establishmcnt of the Council.- (1) On commencement of this Act, there

shall stand esrablished a Counc lto be called as l)akistan Council for Science and Technolog)'
in accordance with the provisioos of tlle Act.

(2) The Council shall bc a body corporatc having perPetual succession and u

common seal, with porver, sul)ject to the provisions of this Acl, to acquirc, sell and hold
property, and shall by rhe said rtamc sue and be sued through Chairperson.

(3) The headquarters of the Council shall be at Islamabad and the Council may

establish regional or sub-office.; as required.

4. FuEctions ofthe Council.- The Councilshall-

(a) adi'ise the Fcderal Govemment on all matters relating to lhc developmeDt of
science and teclrnology in Pakistan;

(b) undertake policy research, organize study goups or task forces, formulate
policy proposrls, roor toring and evaluation of science, technology and

innovation polt,y for achieving targets for the overall development of science
and technology in the countly;

(c) identify priority areas for research and devclopment keeping in view futuristic
devclopmenLs oi scierce and lechnology;

(d) coNtilute expert committees in various disciplines tbr preparalion of reports
on policies an,l issucs of nalional imponance in respect of science and
techDology;

(e) collecl. update statistics ard maintain dalabase on science and technology
potentials of th( country;

(f) take measures for effective collaboration arnong academia, research ard
development organizations and industry for dcvelopment of indigenous
products or tcctnologies;

(S) pmmote qualitl' research and development culture in the country, evaluation
ofnational rescarch and development activities including output ofindividuals
and institutions and to grant alvards or incentives thoreof;

(h) promote collatoration among national and intemational organizatrons for
promotion and capacity-building in science and technology and to enter into
memoranda of understanding, confacts etc., in accordance with the Rulcs of
Business, 1973

(i) participate in iational science and technology plaruring and development
activilies and p oYidjng advice on selection ofprojects;

0) pronlote or irnlrlement Science and Technology Rescarch projects of natioral
inlportance;
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(k) act as Secretariat o-[ Ihe National Commission for Science and Technology
l.lrrcsT); and

pertbrm any other functioos as may be assigned to it by the Fedelal
Governmerlt.

Management.- Tle management ofthe Courcil shall comprise-

0)

5

(a) Board ofGoYemors;
(b) Exccutive Committce; and
(c) Chairperson.

6. Board of Governor6.- Thc gcneral control and superintendence of the
allairs olthe Council shall vest iII the Board.

7. Conrposition ofthelloard of Governors,-{ t) The Board of Govemors shall
consist of the following, namelyt

(a)

(b)

(c)

Minister for Science and Technology

Secretary, Science and Technology Division

Sccretary, Planning and Development Division or
his nominee not below thc rank ofJoint Secreta-ry

Secretary, Fimnce Division or his nominee not
belou'the raok ofJoint Secrelary

Exccutivo Director, Higher Education Commission
or his nominee not below tle rar& of Director
General
Sccrctajy of the Division controlling subject-matler
ofeducation and training or his nominee not below
the rank ofJoint Secretary
l'rcsidcnt, Pakistar Academy of Sciences or his
nomince
Chairmaa, Pakistan Engineering Council

Chaiman, Pakistan CouooiL oI Scientific and
Industdal Research
Chairman, Pakistan Science Foundation

distinguished scientists or technologists, one each
from each Province to be nominatcd by the
respective Provincial Governmcnts
l'rcsident, Federation of Palislan Chamber of
Commerce and Industries, Islamabad or his
nominee
dealing officer not below the rank of Joint
Secretary of the Division contiolling subjcct-matter
of soicnce and lcchlology
Chairperson, Pakistan Counoil for Science and
Technology

Vice-President

Member

(d)

(e)

(0

Member

Member

Member

G)

(h)

(D

c)
(k)

0)

(m)

Memher

Member

Member

Member

Member

Members

Member

0,

(2) The Chairperson shall act as Sccrctary ofthe Board.

Menber
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(3) The l'ederal Go remment may, hy notification in the official (iazeltc, increase

or decrease the number ofmenbcrs ofthe Board.

(4) The Board may co-opt any other professional or expert.

Fulctions and powers ofthe Board. - (l) Thc Board shall-

(a) revjew and approve annual, long-term plans, policies and programmes
of the Council;

(b) approve the annual dcvclopment and non-dcvelopment budget of thc
Council:

8

(c) creatc or abolish posts of such oftlcers ahd staff and engage such
consultants or experts rs it nray considcr necessary for efficient
perlbrm rnce of thc functions oI the Council, on such terms and

conditions as may be pEscribed;

(d) make regulalions for the efficienl conduct ofthe aflairs ofthe Councrl;
and

(e) recommend (o lhe Covemmcnt to leminate the tenure of the
Chairpe'son before its expiry in case ofunsatisl'actory performance.

(2) The Board ma1', by general or spccial order in writing, direct that such of its
powers shall, in such circumslances and under such condilions. if an-v, as may be specificd in
the order, be cxcrcised. by rlre Executive Commitree, Chairperson or an omcer of the
Council.

9. Term of offic( of mcmb€rs.- (l) Save as hereinalter provided, a nlember,
olher than an ?} ofcio member, shall hold ofllcc for a period of three years from the date of
his nomination and shall be eligible for re-nomination firr a further period not exceeding
another tern.

(2) A person who becomcs, or is nonrinatcd to be, a member by virtuc of his
holding an olfice or appointr rcnt shall cease ro be a member rvhen he ceascs to hold that
oflice or appoinlment.

(l) A mcmber, other than an ex olficio mcmbet, may at any time rcsign his
membcrship by \ .ritiDg under his hand addressed to the Federal Govemment.

(4) A vacancy caused by resignation or an) other reason shall be filled by
nomination ofa person qualified to fill such vacancy.

(5) No act or proceeding of the Bcrard shall bc ilrvalid merely on the ground of
existence ofa vacancy in conllitution oIthe Board.

10. Mcctings of tle Board.- (l) Savc as hcrcinafler provided, the Board shall
regulate the procedure for its tneetings.
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(2) Meetings ofthe Board shall be called by its President or in his absence by rhe
Vicr-Presideflt on such datq, timc aod place as dccmed fit provided that at least one meeling
shall be held in a year.

(3) At least j;r.l members shall consti(ute the quorum for a meeting ofthe Board.

(4) Each meeting of the Board shall be presided by the President and in his
absencc by the Vice-President.

ll. Executive Commitlec of thc Board.--{l) Notwithstanding an}4hing
contained in this Act, the Executive Committee shall take dccisions on behalf of the Board
subjecl to ratification by the Board al its meeting immediately following the meeting of the
Exccutrve Commiftee unless otherwise authorizerl by the Board-

(2) The Flxecutive Committee shall comprise the following members, namely:-

(a)
(b)
(c)

Chairpcrson of the Council
one member to be nominated by the Board
dealing officer not bclow the rank of Joint Secretary of
the Division controlling subject-matter of scicnce and
technology
Secretary of the Council

Choirpetson
Menber
Mcmber

(d) Member

(l)
Committce

The Secretarv of the CoLmcil shall act as the Secretarv of the Executivc

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act and regulations rnade in this behalf and
such gcneral or special directions as may, from time to 1ime, be given by the Boad, thc
Executive Committee shall dcal with any matter as authorized by th€ Board.

12, Chairpcrson of the Council.-'Ihc Chairperson shall be an eminent scientisl
or cngineer holding a Ph.D. degree with sufficienl relevant experience to be appointed by the
Prime lvlrnister on recomfiendations of the Federal Covernmcflt for a term of three years
extendable lbr anothcr term on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed.

ll. Powers lrnd functions of thc Choirperson.- The Chairperson, who shall be

thc ChicfExecutivc Officer ofthe Council, shalL work under tho general policy guidelines of
the Board and have such powers, funclions and duties as may be conferred or vested in hrm
by or undcr this Act, including-

(a) formulation of research plans and their submission to the Board for
approval;

(b) protcction of all assets of the Couacil including intellectual property
assets;

(c) preparation of annual repon of the Council for submission to tlc
Federal Govemment;

arranging conferences, workshops, seminars, trainihg programmes clc.,
relevant to the science and tochnology developments;

(d)
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G) for the purpose of ensuring elficient l'unctioning of the Council and to

facilitat: its doy-to-day Iunctions, delcgation to the Secretary or other

ofncers of$e Council, such ofhis powers or duties as he may consider
necessa:Y from time to time; a-nd

(0 appoinhent of such officcrs and employees subject to the provisions
of relcvant regulations, as may be nccessary for efficient performancc
of func-ions of the Council on such tedns and conditiois as may be

prescrited.

14. Expert committees.- (l) Thc Council ay constitute cxpert committees, in
important scientific. technological and engineeriug disciplincs to review cu.rent status ard
suggest policy measurcs for tleir future development.

(.2) The expert conrmittees shall havc such powers and perlbrm such funclions as

may be assigned by the Counr,il.

15. Fund of the Council.- Therc shall be a Fund of the Council to be called the
PCST lund to which shall be credited-

(o) lunds of the dcviscd council heing dissolved undcr seclion 22, which shall
sland lransferr(:d io the Counctll
grants Fom thr Governments;
donations and,indowments;
funds gellerate,l through its own rcsources; al1d

research granls.

16, Budget and lccounts.- (1) The Chairperson shall, in respect of cach
financial year, submit lbr the approval ofthe Board, a statement showing all the expenditures
incurred duri[g Lhc ycar alon ]with estimated receip$ and cxpenditures for the nexl financial
vear.

(2) Thc Council stlall, by such date and in such form as may be prescribed; submit
to thc Federal Govcrnment lor approval of its budget for each financial year showing the
estimatcd.eceipts and expenditures and thc surns which are likely to be required from thc
federal Govemment during thc finarcial ycar.

(i) The accounts of the Council shall bc maintained in such form and manner as

determined bv thc lcderal Government.

(4)
Pakistan.

The accou s of fie Council shall be audited by the Audito!-General of

11, Appointment of olficcrs, staff, ctc.- (1) The Council may, from tinlc to
timc, appoint such officers and staff as it may considcr necessary for the efficienl
performance ofils 1'unctions, Jn such terms alxl conditions as may be prescribed.

(2) The Council nlay engaBe cxperts or qonsullanls on such rerms and conditions
as may be prescribed.

18. Submission (f reports, etc.- The Council shall sublrril to the Federal
Govemment at such time and at such inter!als, as lhe Federal Govemment may specify,-

(b)
(c)
(d)
(.)
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(a) afiual repo on working ofthe Council;

(b) such periodical reports and sunrnaries as may bc required by the Federal
GoverruneEt;

(c) such periodical retums, accounts, statements and statistics as may be

required by the Federal Covemment;

(d) information and comments asked for by the Federal Govermlent on any
specific point;

(e) copies ofthe documents required by the Fedeml Govemment; and

(1) origiml documents required by thc Fcdeml Govemment for examination
or any other purposc.

19. Directives from the federal Governmcot,-'f he Federal Govemment may,
fiorn timc to (ime, issue to the Council such direclives and orders in writing, as it ma)'
consider necessary for carryjng out lhe purpose of tlris Act and the Council shall be bound to
lbllow a.nd carry out such dtectives a.1d ordc6.

20. Declaration of lidelity and secrecy.- Every member, expert, oJficer or other
employee of the Council shall make such declaratiol of Iidelity and secEcy as may bc
prescribcd,

21. Continuance of certain rul€s, ctc.- All rules, regulations and byelaws
related to the Council and in force immediately before the cornmencement of this Act shall,
nutalis mllorulis and so far as they are not inconsistent with ally of the provisions of this
Act, apply ard continue in force until repealed or amended or altered.

22. Repeal and Savings.- (1) The Ministry of Science ard Technology's
Resolution notified vide No. 3(5)/82-NSC, daled the 16'' June, 1987 is hereby repealed and
the Pakistan Council of Science and TechnoJogy. hereinafter refered to as the devised
council. reconstituted there under shall stand dissolvcd.

(2) Upon dissolution ofthe devised council under sub-section (1),-

all assets, righls, powers, authorities, privileges and propeny, movable
and immovable,-cash irnd bank balance, reserve fiuds, investmeflts and
all other irtcrests and rights in, liabilities and obligations of whatcvcr
kind of the dcviscd council subsisting immediately before its
dissolution shall stand transt'eEed 10 and vest in the Councill

(a)

(b) all offrcers and other employees of the devised council shall,
notwithstanding anything contained in any law, agreement, deed,

document or other instrument. staod transfefied to the Council on the
exercise of one-time irrevocable oplion to eilher remain a civil servart
undcr r-he Cjril Scnanls Acr, l97l {LXXI of 1973)land shnll l]q_
entitled 10 all the piyileges and facilities of the Federal Government

"i-ch 
as pension, gratuiiy. housing, health, etc. or to beconte an

employee of rhe Council, in acsordance wift their existing terms and
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(d)
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condition of thc service applicable to thcm and no officer or othrrr
crnployee whose services are so transferred shall be entitled to any
compeniation because of such transferl

all debh and obligations incurred or contracts entered into or rights
acquircc and all matters and things engaged to be done by, with or for
the devi;ed council beiore its dissolurion shall be deemed to havc bcen
incurred, entcred into, acquired o. engaged to be done by, *ith or for
thc Courcil;

all suits and other legal proceedings instituted by or against the deviscd
council. before irs dissolution, shall be deemed to be suits ard
proceed ngs by or against the Council and may be proceeded or
other$ilie dealt wilh accordingly; and

(e) all acticns done by the devised council before the commenccment <rf

lhis Act shall be deemed 10 be done undcr this Act.

23. Excmption from taxcs.- Notwithstanding an)1hing contained in the Income
Tar Ordinance, 2001 (XLIX c 12001) or any othcr law for the time being in force relating to
income t&x, thc Council shall not be liable to lay any such lax on its income, capital. profit.
lvealth, gifts or gains and any rnovable and immovable propenl'.

21. Powcr to makr! rcgulations,- The Board may, by notification in the official
Cazette, make reguJations, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, for carryjng out
the purposes of this Ac1.

25. Remoyal of difficulties.- lf any difliculty rrrises in giving effect to any
provision of this Act, thc Federal Govemment may make such order, not inconsistent wilh the
provisions of this Act, as ma.r' appear to it to be necessary or cxpedient for the purpose ol
removal of such difiiculty:

Provided that such powq shall not b€ exercised ailq expiry of two years tom the
commcncemenl of this Act.



STATEMENTS OF OBJECTS ANO REASONS

Pakrstan Council for Science and Technology (PCST), an organization under the
adminrstrat ve control of Ministry of Science and Technology, was established through a
Resoluiion PCST is actively engaged in advising the Government on S & T issues,
po icies and plans and suggest measures for the promotion, development & application
of S & T results rn the country. Pakistan Council for Science and Technology (PCST) is
mandated to advise the Government on the development of Science and Technology at
ihe national level. The Council rs involved in S&T Policy making, planning,

imp ementation and in carrying out policy studies The Organization is also involved in
the promotion of R&D activities and encouragement of consutlancy services for
scientists and technologists. It will provide a forum for coordination of S&T activities with
National and lnternational agencies and identilication ol priority subjects with reference
to their bearing on socio-economic development and National security PCST is also the
secretariat of National Commission of Science and Technology (NCST), headed by the
Pnme Minister (whrch takes the major decisions for the development of S&T)

(Rana Tanveer Hussain)
Minister lor Sclenco & T6chnology


