6093 (2023) Senate (S) PC-2 By H. Malik

(324th Session)

SENATE SECRETARIAT

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES”
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on
Tuesday, the 31st January, 2023

*Question No. 33 Senator Mushtagq Ahmed:
(Notice Received on 19/12/2022 at 9:38 AM) QID: 40061

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to
state:

(@) the procedure adopted by the Government of Pakistan for
secure transmission and sale of LPG and monitoring of its
prices;

(b) whether there is any proposal under the consideration of the
Government to take action against those persons selling LPG
in residential areas without adopting safety procedures and
violating the prices determined by the Government, if so, the
progress made so far?

Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: (a) Any party having
valid OGRA Licence can import LPG after paying applicable government
duties and taxes under Clause 3.5.1 of GOP’s LPG Policy, 2016 (Annex-I).
The LPG is sold by the LPG Marketing Companies/Storage and Filling Plants
in different sizes of LPG Cylinders through their distributors in the country.

The LPG prices are notified (Annex-11) by OGRA on monthly basis.

The OGRA has authorized (Annex-111) all the Deputy
Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners, under the OGRA
Ordinance, to take strict action against overcharging/less filling of LPG
and to curb the menace of illegal LPG activities.
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(b) As above. Moreover, in pursuance of the orders of the
honorable Senate Standing Committee on Petroleum, the OGRA conveyed
to all the Chief Secretaries on 16th September, 2021 (Annex-1V), the
directions of the Committee that “In future responsibility will be fixed on
the local administration where LPG is sold by unauthorized dealers as
Automotive fuel or filled in altered CNG cylinders.”

The Provincial Governments and the Deputy Commissioners/
Assistant Commissioners are taking stern action against illegal activities
including overcharging of LPG price from time to time in all the provinces.

(Annexures have been placed in Library and on the Table of the
mover/concerned Member)

*Question No. 34 Senator Dost Muhammad Khan:
(Notice Received on 20/12/2022 at 3:35 PM) QID: 40206

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be
pleased to state:

(@) the mandate, functions and key performance of the MS Wing;
and

(b) names designation, grade, qualifications of grade 19 and
above service group officials of the wing posted during the
last 4 years?

Minister In-charue of the Establishment Division:

(@ Mandate of Management Services (MS) Wing of
Establishment Division.

MS Wing is an in-house management consultancy organization to
the Federal Government. As per instruction No. 75 of Secretariat
Instructions, MS Wing is responsible to prevent unnecessary expansion of
the government and to avoid duplication/ overlapping of functions
allocated to Muinistries/Divisions under Schedule Il to the Rules of
Business and all the Ministries/Divisions have to comply with the
following directions:-

(@) Utilize free consultancy services of MS Wing as far as
possible and save expenditure on foreign/local consultants.



(b)

(©)
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Involve MS Wing at the time of expansion also, expansion in
their activities and/or in number of personnel should be got
cleared by the MS Wing.

Give representation to the MS Wing on all Commissions/
Committees concerned with the reorganization of government
machinery.

Functions of MS Wing

As per Rules of Business 1973, following functions have been
specified to MS Wing under Establishment Division:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

To act as Management Consultants to the Federal
Government and to undertake case studies to solve specific
management problems utilizing modern management
techniques, system analysis, operations research and O&M.

Review of organizations, functions and procedures of the
Divisions, Attached Departments, all other Federal
Government  offices and Departments, autonomous
organizations and taken over industries with the objective of
improving their efficiency.

Periodical review of staff strength in the Divisions, attached
departments and all other Federal Government Offices.

Training of Government functionaries in modem management
practices, systems analysis and operations research both
within the country and abroad.

Promotion of the knowledge and use of O&M concepts,
systems analysis and operations research within all
government offices and organizations.

(a) Reorganization of a Division or an attached department or
a change in the status of an Attached Department.

(b) Organization, on a permanent basis of a working unit in a
Division other than as a Section.

Determination of the status of Government offices.



Performance of MS Wing

MS Wing during last 4 years (2019-2022) have completed/
disposed of 6680 assignments/cases as described at Annex-A

(b) During last four years, 14 officers (BPS 19 and above) have
remained posted in Management Services Wing. Their names,
designation, grades and qualification are given at Annex-B.

Annex-A
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*Question No. 35 Senator Dost Muhammad Khan:
(Notice Received on 21/12/2022 at 4:55 PM) QID: 40221

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state
the action taken against the public bodies of the Federal Government
on account of violation of PPRA Rules during the last four years?

Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: It is apprised that
since September 2018 the Authority had carried out several inquiries and
investigations in pursuance of the Section 5 (1) and Section 17 of the
PPRA Ordinance, 2002 wherein numerous Regulatory Directives,
Recommendations and Suggestions were issued to the respective
Procuring Agency which include cancellation of the contract on account of
serious violations besides measures to improve procurement process by
ensuring transparency, widest possible competition, efficiency and value
for money. Moreover, the Authority had responded to a number of queries
forwarded by the national investigation agencies on the matters pertaining
to the public procurement and extended facilitation to them by providing
expert opinion.

In pursuance of the Regulations pertaining to 2nd tier, redressal of
the blacklisting/debarment and proceedings of the Grievance Redressal
Committee, the Authority after hearing parties had issued orders for
rectification of the violations of Procurement Regulatory Framework.

*Question No. 36 Senator Sania Nishtar:
(Notice Received on 22/12/2022 at 3:02 PM) QID: 40224

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be
pleased to give details about the status of implementation of
Ehsaas Undergraduate Scholarship program, particularly
selection criteria of new awardees of the said program for the year
2021/22 and 2022/23?

Ms. Shazia Marri: The undergraduate scholarship project was
launched in light of an agreement between Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) and Higher Education Commission (HEC) in 2019-20
for providing merit and needs-based scholarships over 4-5 years of
undergraduate education, including actual tuition fees and stipend @
Rs.40,000 per student per annum, to qualified undergraduate students from
low-income families to study in HEC recognized public sector Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs) of all regions of Pakistan including
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Azad Jammu & Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. During the 7th meeting of
the Project Steering Committee held on February 22, 2021, the project
budget was initially approved as Rs. 27.9 billion for a total of 72,000
scholarships over the project life. However, on the recommendations of the
PSC, the BISP Board in its 49th meeting held on June 15, 2021 revised the
project budget to the tune of Rs. 38 billion and the total number of
scholarships to 102,000.

Implementation Status:-

Enrolment of all 102,000 students has been completed in three
batches and there will be no further entry under the project. The entire
budget allocated for the current financial year (CFY) has been released to
HEC for disbursement to the students through participant universities. The
project would come to close in 2025-26 upon graduation of students enrolled
in the third and last batch. Following are brief statistics of the project:

Total Budget of the Project: Rs. 38.015 billion
Funds released so far: Rs. 29.254 billion
Total Scholarships under the project: 102,000
(All scholarships granted in three batches)

Duration of the Project: 2019-2020 to 2025-2026

Selection Criteria for New Awardees:

There has been no change in the selection criteria adopted for
earlier batches; currently a total of 102,000 scholarships have already been
awarded in 3 years till FY 2021/22 as per approved design of the project.
Further, there will be no fresh intake in coming years.

*Question No. 37 Senator Sania Nishtar:
(Notice Received on 23/12/2022 at 4:15 PM) QID: 40231

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be
pleased to give details about the status of implementation of
decisions taken by the 10th Steering Committee meeting of the
Ehsaas Undergraduate Scholarship Committee?

Ms. Shazia Marri: The point-wise implementation status of the
decisions taken in the 10th Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting is
attached as Annex-A.
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education in private sector in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa through financial help and other measures.
All the administrative and management powers of FEF vest in the Board of Directors. The
Foundation used to give grants and loans to educational institutions and conducting short in-
service training courses for teachers of private sector schools.

Meanwhile the Govt. of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa through an Ordinance, established Elementary
Education Foundation in 2002 and the role of FEF was restricted to colleges and higher
education. The grant facility was also discontinued. Other activities like financial assistance for
existing and new cducational institutions in private sector, holding workshops for in-service
teachers and seminars for creating awareness in public continue.

Inland Scholarships
Frontier Education Foundation launched scholarship scheme for the poor and descrving students
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The basic criteria for this scholarship is based on Merit-cum-need. The
Foundation selected highly prestigious 41 universities of Pakistan for this scholarship. Since
2002-2010, 6,205 scholarships are awarded.

Eligibility Criteria
e No applicant(s) will be considered if their family income exceeds Rs.50,000 per month
e '50% scholarships reserved for females whereas 2% scholarships are reserved for students
with different abilities

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS IN PUNJAB

a) Punjab Educational Endowment Fund (PEEF)

The Punjab Educational Endowment Fund (PEEF) under guidance of the Board of Dircctors is
providing opportunities to the talented but needy students to fulfill their dreams and aspirations
and at the same time to become partner in the development and welfare of Pakistan.

The PEEF, since its inception in 2009 has awarded more than 380,000 scholarships to students of
Punjab and other provinces which are currently pursuing education through public and private
sector institutions and Centre of Excellence like LUMS, NUST, FAST, IBA Karachi, GIKI
Swabi, etc. These scholarships have been awarded for pursuing:

e Secondary
Intermediate
Graduation
Masters
PhD

As on 30" July, 2020, PEEF has awarded more than 380,000 scholarships worth Rs. 22 billion.
Furthermore, with the inclusion of 2020-21 year's scholarships, the total number of scholarships
awarded will be raised to more than 394,000.

b) Chief Minister Merit Scholarship (CMMS) Program under PEEF

These scholarships are awarded for top QS 50 ranking universities of world. Since 2016, 87
scholarships are awarded. The scholarship scheme focuses the meritorious students of Punjab
while have also allocated a special quota for the students coming from other federating units of
Pakistan ‘as well.
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*Question No. 38 Senator Sania Nishtar:
(Notice Received on 23/12/2022 at 4:18 PM) QID: 40232

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be
pleased to give details about the status of utilization of the BISP
budget for the year 2022/23 except the cash transfers made in
response to the floods?
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Ms. Shazia Marri: It is apprised that the status of utilization of the
BISP’s Budget for the year 2022-23 except the Cash Transfer made in
response to the flood is attached as Annex-A.

Annex-A
*Question No. 40 Senator Mushtagq Ahmed:
(Notice Received on 26/12/2022 at 2:07 PM) QID: 40160
Will the Minister for Information Technology and

Telecommunications be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that the Government has not yet fully
implemented the Cyber Security Policy in the country, if so,
reasons thereof; and

(b) the steps being taken to fully implement the Cyber Security
Policy especially in the Federal Government organizations /
Divisions for secure cyber security regime?

Syed Amin-ul-Haque: (a) Implementation of Cyber Security is
vast subject, requires enabling of eco-system (already envisioned in
National Cyber Security Policy) in line with international standards and
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best practices, henceforth involves Cross-Sectoral approach including,
Government (Federal / Provincial) and Private Sector.

It is also apprised that MolTT is a policies legislative frameworks
development body in IT as well as cyber security domain, which are
evolved through consultation with relevant stakeholders. Mol TT also play
its role in cyber security capacity building and internet governance.
“National Cyber Security Policy (NCSP)” was approved in July 2021,
which is a 1st step to describe the cyber security landscape and to setup
goals, objectives and principles for establishing cyber security ecosystem
in Pakistan. NCSP defined the adoption of three-layered Cyber Security
Ecosystem i.e National, Sectoral & Organizational levels. Moreover,
implementation of cyber security measures and methodologies are to be
ensured at respective organizational / management levels, through
compliance of international standards and employing Chief Information
Security Officers (CISO) / Security Organizations.

(b) Response from MolTT: Presently, different Govt. Bodies,
Sectoral Regularity Authorities / organizations like (PTA, SBP, SECP,
NTISB) are also ensuring information security compliance through regular
audits/ assessments, create awareness and issue of cyber security
advisories / alerts at ministries, organizations and departments. Details of
completed, ongoing and planned projects at Government level, to
strengthen and establish cyber security ecosystem in the country are
placed at Annexure-A.

Annex-A
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*Question No. 41 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 30/12/2022 at 12:23 PM) QID: 39897

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to
state:

(@) the details of the vehicles purchased by the oil and gas
regulatory authority during the last two years; and

(b) the details of vehicle presently on the pool of the said entity
indicating name, make up, monthly POL charges for the last
two years and name of officers by whom the vehicles are
being used?

Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: (a) It is submitted
that during the last two years, the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
purchased 09 x vehicles for enforcement duties and allocation for OGRA
Regional Offices. Detail of 09 vehicles is as below:-

Vehicles Make & Model:

Toyota: Make Model
01 x Atlis 2022
05 x Yaris 2021

Suzuki: 02 x Cultus 2021
01 x Pick-up 2021

Here attention is drawn to Section 3(2), 4(1), 17 & 18 of OGRA
Ordinance 2002, according to which the Authority is self-competent to
decide its administrative and financial matters and fully empowered to
incur expenditure in accordance with its budgetary provision duly
approved by the Budget Committee. The Finance Division vide its U.O.
No. F.7(6) Exp-1 V/2011-814 dated 09-12- 2011 (Annex-I) clarified that
economy measures are not applicable on self-financing organization which
do not receive any funds from Government.

M/o Law & Justice vide its legal opinions tendered on dated
24-12-2019 & 21-07-2022 (Annex-11 & 111) explicitly clarified that
OGRA is an independent regulator with its own identity distinct from the
Federal Government.
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Apart from the above, the Establishment Division vide its letter
No. 1(3)/97-Dir(R) dated November 13, 2002 (Annex-1V), has also
clearly defined OGRA’s legal status whereby it has been stated that
OGRA is an organization independent of Government control and
exclusively empowered to perform its regulatory functions, which fall in
its jurisdiction under the Ordinance.

In view of the foregoing, it is clarified that OGRA has legitimately
incurred the expenditure on account of purchase of vehicles in accordance
with the powers vested with the Authority under the law to perform its
enforcement, operational, general & PR/protocol tasks etc.

(b) Annexure-V.

Names of officers who are using these vehicles:

(Use of these vehicles)

All the above said OGRA fleet cars are meant for general pool and
being used for operational, protocol, enforcement, court cases & for other
general nature of day to day duties of the Authority. No officer or Member
including Chairman is entitled & allocated with any of official vehicle of
the Authority.

As regards fuel, it is submitted that every OGRA vehicle has been
given the facility of PSO fleet card to operate the official vehicle, for
official business of OGRA.

As submitted above that all official vehicles are reserved in general
pool and are meant/being used for operational, enforcement, protocol
duties etc. and as such no any officer or Member of the Authority or
Chairman is entitled/allocated a dedicated car. The cars are allocated for
the purpose as mentioned above as and when required.

It is further submitted that the Authority has extended the facility
for private use of its pool vehicles occasionally on need basis in respect of
its officers @ Rs. 10/- per km on payment basis as & when required by its
officers. Apart from this, the facility of hiring of pool vehicles for private
use on payment basis @ Rs 3/- per km has also been extended to the
Members/Chairman of Authority in accordance with Cabinet Division’s
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Staff Car Rules 1980 [Rule-5(7)] (Government of Pakistan). Moreover, to
keep the record straight and to avoid any audit objection, Log Books of
these vehicles are also being maintained properly.

Annexure-I|
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Annexure-111
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*Question No. 42 Senator Kamran Murtaza:
(Notice Received on 2/01/2023 at 11:18 AM) QID: 40124

Will  the Minister for Information Technology and
Telecommunications be pleased to state:

(@) the year-wise detail of total funds available and spent by the
Universal Service Fund (USF) since its inception along-with
its funds presently lying with the Ministry of Finance; and

(b) whether it is a fact that a number of projects of providing
cellular/data services in the unserved areas of the country are
under consideration, if so, details thereof indicating names of
the projects, with district and province wise location, cost of
the project and tentative date of completion thereof?

Syed Amin-ul-Haque: (a) USF Company has been established
during financial year 2005-06 under Section 42 of Company Ordinance for
the provision of telecom services in the unserved and underserved areas
across the country. The year wise details of total fund available and spent
is placed at Annexure “A”.

(b) As stated above, USF is mandated organization for telecom
services across the country. USF has launched/planned a number of
projects under the voice and highspeed broadband data services program
(3G/4G).

It is apprised that projects, worth PKR 42.3 billion, are under
execution whereas many projects are planned for the un/underserved
population in rural and remote areas across the country. Moreover,
depending upon the size of project targets, the completion timelines
fluctuate and range from 6 months to 18 months. The requisite detail of
the USF projects in the provinces with targeted Districts is placed at
Annexure “B”.
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ISLAMABAD, MUHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN,
the 30th January, 2023 Secretary.
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