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(324th Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 

 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 

Thursday, the 26th January, 2023 

 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 

 

[Questions Nos. 6, 7, 8, 78, 79, 81, 82, 87, 88, 90 and 92 were deferred  

on 11th October, 2022 (321st Session)] 

 

 (Def.) *Question No. 6 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

   (Notice Received on 22/08/2022 at 4:25 PM) QID: 39654 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 
 

 (a) comparative details of federal excise duty and retail prices of 

locally manufactured and cigarettes and imported cigarettes; 
 

 (b) the steps being taken for protection of local tobacco industry 

against the multinational tobacco companies in the country; 

and 
 

 (c) the steps being taken for enhancing the market shares of local 

tobacco companies in Pakistan? 
 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) Tobacco Industry has been 

subjected to Sales Tax @17% on retail price. Tobacco Industry is 

chargeable to Federal Excise Duty (FED) in term of Sr. No. 09 and 10 of 

First Schedule to the Federal Excide Act, 2005. FED on cigarette is 

imposed on multi-tier basis on the basis of retail price since 12-06-2013. 

Rates of FED have been enhanced from time to time. The details of FED 

imposed per thousand cigarettes from 01-07-2021 are attached as Annex-A. 
 

 Imported Cigarettes are subject to Sales Tax @17%. FED is 

chargeable @ 65% of retail price (as prescribed in S.No.9 of schedule 
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whichever is higher) on imported cigarettes in terms of S.No.8 to First 

Schedule to the Federal Excise Act, 2005. 
 

 The details of retail prices of the tobacco products, the retail prices 

of locally manufactured cigarettes as received from top tobacco companies 

of Pakistan is attached as Annex-B. 
 

 (b) All tobacco companies either local or multinational have 

equal chance to indicate their requirement as per their own financial 

resources. M/o NFS&R and its attached department i.e. Pakistan Tobacco 

Board (PTB) does not engage in any commercial or trading activity or 

providing any financial support or facility to any tobacco company 

engaged in tobacco business. PTB provides equal opportunity to all 

players in the tobacco market as per law. 
 

 (c) M/o NFS&R and its attached department i.e. PTB has no role 

in allocating market share to any tobacco company either multinational or 

local. Every tobacco company in Pakistan, operates its business regarding 

sale purchase of tobacco or cigarette manufacturing as per their own 

resources. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 7 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  

   (Notice Received on 24/08/2022 at 3:38 PM) QID: 39382 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the volume of production , consumption and shortfall of wheat 

in the country during the current year; and 

 

 (b) the steps being taken for uniform wheat prices across the 

country during the current fiscal year? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) Production, consumption and 

shortfall of wheat during the current year is reported as: 

 
Production Carry forward 

stock 
Total 

Availability 
National 

Requirement 
Net Shortfall 

MMT 

26.389 2.031 28.42 30.79 2.37 

 

 Initially a shortfall of 3 MMT was assessed. Later on, after the 

re-verification of carry-forward stocks and stock position the net shortfall 

was reported at the level of 2.60 MMT. Source: CRS, PASSCO and 

Provincial Food Departments. 

 

 (b) Government is committed to announce the profitable support 

price before the next wheat sowing season. In this context following steps 

are being taken to announce a uniform support price of wheat 2022-23: 

 

 1. API has worked out cost of production of wheat crop. 

 

 2. Meeting of Wheat Board was convened on 30-06-2022 to 

sensitize provincial governments on the issue of support price 

of wheat. 

 

 3. Follow up letters were sent to provinces on 23-06-2022, 

13-07-2022,03-08-2022 and 19-07-2022, with the request to 

submit endorsement of their respective Cabinets. 

 

 4. API arranged a consultative meeting on wheat crop with all 

stakeholders. 
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 5. Cost of production was circulated among all stakeholders on 

05-09-2022. 

 

 6. A meeting of Agriculture Task Force was convened in the PM 

Office on 15-08-2022 and a Sub-Group was constituted to 

formulate recommendations on wheat crop. 

 

 7. A meeting under the Chairmanship of the Federal Minister for 

NFS&R was convened on 26-08-2022, wherein provinces 

were re-emphasized to submit the endorsement of their 

Cabinets. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 8 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  

   (Notice Received on 25/08/2022 at 10:01 AM) QID: 39242 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research  be 

pleased to state whether there is any proposal under consideration 

to broadcast agricultural information to local farmers through 

Radio and Television in regional languages of the country, if so, 

details thereof? 
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 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: Ministry of National Food Security 

an Research do not broadcast information directly however, the Attached / 

Autonomous bodies under Administration of Ministry used to send 

information and record/attend programs regarding agricultural information 

on Radio and Television. 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 78 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  

   (Notice Received on 1/09/2022 at 4:57 PM) QID: 39725 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research  be 

pleased to state the current progress and steps taken so far under 

the Prime Minister’s National Agriculture Emergency Program for 

the uplift of farmers across the country? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: Government is implementing 

National Agriculture Emergency Program to uplift for the uplift of farmers 

across the country. There are total 13 on-going PSDP projects under 

National Agriculture Emergency Program since 2019, which are as under. 

 

 i. National oilseeds Enhancement Program. 

 ii. Productivity enhancement of Wheat. 

 iii. Productivity enhancement of Rice. 

 iv. Productivity enhancement of sugarcane. 

 v. Cage Culture Cluster development Project 

 vi. Pilot Shrimp Farming Cluster development Project 

 vii. Promotion of trout farming in northern areas of Pakistan 

 viii. PM initiative for Save the Calf 

 ix. Calf Feedlot Fattening in Pakistan 

 x. PM initiative for Backyard Poultry 

 xi. National Program for improvement of watercourses in 

Pakistan (Phase-II) 

 xii. National program for enhancing command area in Barani 

areas of Pakistan 

 xiii. Conservation and efficient use of water in Barani areas of KP 

 

 All these above projects are focusing to uplift farmers across the 

country. Details are enclosed in Annexure-A. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 79 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  

   (Notice Received on 1/09/2022 at 4:58 PM) QID: 39726 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and  Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the number and percentage of farmers associated with small 

farming in Pakistan; 

 

 (b) the reported losses suffered by small farmers during the 

recent floods; and  

 

 (c) the steps being taken for rehabilitation of small farmers 

affected by the recent floods? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) 90 percent of overall farmers 

(7.4 million) are categorized as smallholder farmers in Pakistan who own 

less than 12.5 acres of land. 

 

 b) Preliminary losses suffered by the farmers are around 

Rs.529.1 billion as reported by the provinces. 

 

 (c) The main exercise to rehabilitate the flood affected people is 

being done by the Ministry of planning, Development and reforms along 

with development partners i.e. World Bank, agricultural Development 

Bank, FAO and the UN agencies. 

 

 M/o NS&R has proposed for distribution of wheat seeds and 

oilseeds to support flood affected areas. According to 

provincial estimates about 4.07 million acre damaged due to 

recent floods. Most of the damage occurred in sindh and 

Balochistan followed by Punjab and KPK. 
 

 To give 100% coverage to support farmers for wheat seeds an 

amount of Rs. 20.54 billion will be required. It was proposed 

that Federal & Provincial governments will share the cost 

with 50:50. However, Consent of the Provinces for sharing of 

cost is still awaited. 
 

 Meanwhile, Federal government has arranged Rs. 8.00 billion 

from its own development project for the provision of wheat 

seed. Mechanism for disbursement of seed is being finalized. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 81 Senator Danesh Kumar:  

   (Notice Received on 2/09/2022 at 2:50 PM) QID: 39738 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state: 
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 (a) number of House Jobs (paid/unpaid) provided to MBBS 

students by Federal Government Polyclinic Hospital 

indicating number of applications received with last three 

years breakup; 

 

 (b) criteria laid down for selection; and 

 

 (c) whether said House Jobs were duly advertised in the press, if 

not, reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: (a) 

 
 

 (b) The pre-requisite/requirement of PMC/PM&DC for selection 

of House Job trainees is as follows:— 

 

 MBBS degree or equivalent & Marks Sheet. 

 Valid temporary registration with PM&DC/ PMC 

(Original). 

 National Identity Card (Original). 
 

 In 2019, induction was made on the basis of written test. 

 In 2020-2021 trainees were inducted on the basis of their 

academic record due to Covid-19. 

 In 2022 House Officer were inducted according to criteria 

mentioned below: 
 

 25 % marks for academic career (4 % Matric + 6% 

Intermediate + 15 % MBBS) 
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 50 % marks for written test scores 

 25 % marks for interview 
 

 It is pertinent to mention that as per direction of honorable 

Supreme Court of Pakistan Paid slots were offered to graduates of Public 

Sector Colleges whereas, private sector graduate and foreign Medical 

Graduates were offered House Job on the pretext that they will submit an 

affidavit/undertaking at the time of interview affirming that he/she will not 

claim any pay/stipend from this institute rather will either demand that 

from his / her parent Medical College or is ready to undertake house job at 

FGPC (PGMI), if selected, purely on volunteer basis. 
 

 (c) Yes. House job training is provided after duly advertised in 

print media. 
 

(Def.) *Question No. 82 Senator Danesh Kumar:  

   (Notice Received on 2/09/2022 at 2:53 PM) QID: 39739 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state the steps taken by the 

Government to provide House Jobs to freshly graduated MBBS 

students in ICT? 
 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: The hospital wise reply is as under: 
 

 (a) Federal Government of Polyclinic (Postgraduate Medical 

Institute) FGPC. 
 

 (i) Federal Government Polyclinic (PGMI), Islamabad has 

68 sanctioned seats of paid House Job training. However, 

as per recommendations of Pakistan Medical 

Commission, this hospital is allowed to induct up to 105 

House Officers. 
   

  The selection criteria is as follows. 
 

  House Officer are inducted in Federal Government 

Polyclinic (PGMI) after duly Advertisement in press 

media. The eligibility criteria for house job training is as 

under:— 

 

 MBBS degree or equivalent & Marks Sheet. 

 Valid temporary registration with PM&DC/PMC.  

 National Identity Card. 
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  The candidates fulfilling the above mentioned criteria are 

undergo following mentioned procedure:- 
 

 50% marks for written test scores. 

 25% marks for academic career (4% Matric + 6% 

Intermediate + 15% MBBS) 

 25% marks for interview. 
 

  It is pertinent to mention that as per direction of Honorable 

Supreme Court of Pakistan paid slots are offered to graduates 

of Public Sector Colleges whereas, private sector graduate 

and foreign Medical Graduates are offered House Job on the 

condition that they will submit an affidavit/undertaking at the 

time of interview affirming that he/she will not claim any 

pay/stipend from this institute rather will either demand that 

from his/her parent Medical College or is ready to undertake 

house job at FGPC (PGMI), if selected, purely on volunteer 

basis. 
  

 (b) Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS): 
 

  As per rules & regulations of Pakistan Medical Council 

(PMC) and order passed by the Honorable Supreme Court of 

Pakistan; every Medical & Dental Colleges in Pakistan shall 

be responsible to provide a paid house job at its own or 

affiliated teaching hospital to all of its graduates who have 

acquired a provisional license. 
 

  Failure to provide a house job shall result in the medical & 

dental colleges re-imbursing the stipend paid to the graduates 

by the training hospital where the graduate obtains house job 

training. 
 

  It is pertinent to mention here that PMC Act, 2021 and 

judgment of the Honorable Supreme Court of Pakistan is 

being followed in letter & spirit. 
 

 (c). National Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine (NIRM). 
 

  The National Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine (NIRM) is a 

tertiary care hospital for persons with disabilities for their 

long term rehabilitation and treatment. Furthermore, NIRM 

does not offer House Job in any category as it has not been 

declared as teaching Hospital. 
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 (d). Federal General Hospital (FGH), Islamabad. 
 

  The Federal General Hospital (FGH), Islamabad is a 

secondary care hospital and does not offer House Job in any 

category. 
 

(Def.) *Question No. 87 Senator Walid Iqbal:  

   (Notice Received on 7/09/2022 at 1:09 PM) QID: 39762 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 

Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences has recently obtained 

license from the Human Organ Transplant Authority for kidney 

transplant, if so, tentative deadline for starting up kidney 

transplant in PIMS? 
 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: 
 

 It is informed that PIMS submitted, renewal of transplant 

license along with pending dues of Rs. 600,000/- in favor of 

HOTA and they have accepted our application for renewal of 

transplant license (Annex-A). 
 

 As per HOTA letter No.F.No.3-1(1)/PIMS/Kidney/08/01 

dated 29th July, 2022, the final approval of kidney transplant 

is pending on the detailed inspection / scrutiny of HOTA 

Administrator. As per requirements of HOTA, it is subject to 

completion and availability of Kidney Transplant team of 

PIMS/FMTI. 
 

 The interviews of Transplant Surgeons were conducted by 

Selection Board of PIMS/FMTI where Dr. Nadir Hussain has 

been selected as Associate Professor and Dr. Obaid Ullah as 

Assistant Professor. Both are working as active kidney 

transplant surgeons at Sheikh Zayed Teaching Hospital, 

Lahore. If they accept the offer of appointment PIMS will be 

able to utilize their expertise. 
 

 Furthermore, for the kidney transplant, program, PIMS has 

plan to establish a transplant unit comprising of the 8-12 

bedded in near future. The whole process is bound to take at 

least 8-12 weeks approximately. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 88 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

   (Notice Received on 7/09/2022 at 1:47 PM) QID: 39438 

 

Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state the 

details of the audit paras of the Ministry and it’s attached 

departments organizations, the amount to be recovered and the 

action taken against the responsible functionaries in the light of 

audit report since 2015? 

 

 Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari: Following is complete list of 

Autonomous Organization & Attach departments working under 

administrative control of this Ministry: 

 

 ATTACH DEPARTMENTS/ DEPARTMENTS:  

 

 1. Ports & Shipping Wing, Karachi 

 2. Marine Fisheries Department, Karachi 

 3. Government Shipping Office, Karachi 

 4. Mercantile Marine Department, Karachi 

 

 AUTONOMOUS ORGANIZATIONS:  

 

 1. Port Qasim Authority, Karachi. 

 2. Karachi Port Trust, Karachi 

 3. Pakistan National Shipping Corporation, Karachi 

 4. Gwadar Port Authority, Gwadar. 

 5. Korangi Fisheries Harbour Authority, Karachi. 

 6. Pakistan Marine Academy, Karachi. 

 

 It is to be stated that there is no such para has been printed in audit 

report on account of Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Islamabad, in which the 

amount was required to be recovered and similarly no action was 

suggested by audit against responsible functionaries in the light of audit 

report since 2015. Report However, Departments / organizations wise 

detail of requisite information is as under: 
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(Annexures have been placed in Library and on Table of 

Mover/Concerned Member) 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 90 Senator Syed Muhammad Sabir Shah:  

   (Notice Received on 8/09/2022 at 3:56 PM) QID: 39774 

 

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) the names of tourism spots in Northern Areas; 

 

 (b) the estimated number of local and Foreign tourists who 

visited the Northern Areas during the last five years; 

 

 (c) the steps being taken by the Government to promote tourism 

in Northern Areas; and 

 

 (d) the amount spent under PSDP by the Government for the 

development of the said spots during the last five years? 

  

 Mr. Ehsaan-ur-Rehman Mazari: (a) Consequent upon 18th 

Constitutional Amendment, the subject of Tourism has been devolved to 

the provinces. In terms of item no.19 entry no.47 of the Rules of Business, 

1973 Ministry of IPC is dealing with International Organizations and 

Agreements relating to tourism. Accordingly, provinces are responsible to 

take steps for promotion of tourism in their respective areas. 
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 The matter was taken up with Government of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa which informed that Northern KP Touristic Districts, 

prominently known for its summer resorts and adjoining the Northern 

Areas of Pakistan are (a) Chitral-Kalash, (b) Dir-Kumrat, (c) Swat-Kalam, 

(d) Dasu-Kohistan, (e) Manshera Naran are prominent tourist spots in 

Northern Areas (Annex-A). 

 

 (b) 

2019-20 Closed due to COVID 

2021-22 

91,185,177   (Local Tourist) 

3,500   (Foreign Tourist) (Annex-A). 

 

 (c) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Government has initiated a series of 

Tourism promotional and developmental activities ranging from 

infrastructure to soft components like holding of festivals, seminars, 

workshops and capacity building training programs for the hospitality 

stakeholders of the concerned areas. Besides, the following mega projects 

have been initiated for the promotion and development of Tourism, 

thereby, developing three Integrated Tourism Zones, in the touristic 

valleys / districts adjoining the Northern Areas of Pakistan: 

 

 i. Ganool District Manshera. 

 

 ii. Madglasht District Chitral. 

 

 iii. Mankyal District Swat. (Annex-A). 

 

 (d) Nil (Annex-A). 
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(Def.) *Question No. 92 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

   (Notice Received on 12/09/2022 at 10:57 AM) QID: 39555 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

government to utilize the medicinal plants in different areas of 

Pakistan for medicinal use, if so its details; and 

 

 (b) the details of authority that conducts such research on 

medicinal properties of plants for therapeutic purposes? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: (a) National Council for Tibb within its 

limited Resources with Collaboration of Qarshi Herbs Research Centre 

has carried out efforts by preparing Monograph of 185 common herbs 

describing its Botanical, English and Urdu nomenclature. The information 

given in the monographs are about the plant, part used and Botanical 

identification which will be made part of National Unani and Ayurvdhic 

Pharmacopeia. 

 

 (b) (i) There is no authority for conduct of research with special 

reference to medicine plants. However, Pakistan Health 

Research Council (now HRI) has the mandate to facilitate the 

research proposals; provide assistance, approval and funding 

for research either on allopathic or traditional plants for 

therapeutic purposes. 

 

 (ii) Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 

(PCSIR) has recently authorized issuance of license for 

cultivation and quality control of hemp (Cannabis) for 

medical purposes. 

 

*Question No. 14 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 19/12/2022 at 9:35 AM) QID: 40070 

 

Will the Minister  for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state the progress work made on the 

two under construction Government hospitals in sector G-11 and 

Tarlai, Islamabad and the time by which the said hospitals will be 

completed? 



30 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel:  
 

 (1) Jinnah hospital (ex-name Establishment of Federal 

Government Polyclinic 

 

 The project was approved by CDWP on 29-11-2021 at a 

total cost of Rs. 9,9913.730 million. The Infrastructure 

Development Authority of Punjab (IDAP), Lahore is the 

executing agency with the approval of Cabinet on turn-

key basis. The site is handed over to IDAP, with the 

approval of cabinet on turn-key basis. This project is 

being funded through Public Sector Development 

Programme (PSDP). An amount of Rs. 1500.00 million 

has been allocated in the CFY 2022-23. The IDAP has 

awarded the work to a Chinese contractor and the work 

at site is in progress. 

 

 The said hospital will be completed during CFY 

2023-24. 

 

 2. King Salman Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud Hospital at Tarlai 

Islamabad. 

 

 The subject hospital was approved by CDWP on 

2-12-2015 at cost of Rs. 2,499.990 million. The 

boundary wall of the compact plot has been contracted. 

Gates have also been installed. Approach roads have 

been laid, Consultant has been hired by Saudi Fund for 

Development (SFD) with a total amount of Saudi Rial 

5.995 million. Accordingly, agreement was signed on 

17-11-2022. 

 

 The said hospital will be completed in FY 2025-26. 

 

 The detail of cost and allocation of both the projects is as under:— 
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Rs. in Million 

 
 

*Question No. 15 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 19/12/2022 at 9:37 AM) QID: 40071 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state whether there is any proposal 

under consideration for extension of Polyclinic Hospital 

Islamabad if so details indicating progress made thereon and 

tentative completion date thereof? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: Yes, after cancellation of adjacent piece 

of land of Argentina Park acquired for extension of FGPC by the 

Honorable Islamabad High court. The CDA allocated 5 acres plot in G-

11/3, Islamabad for said extension of FGPC-II. CDWP was approved the 

project for construction of 300 bedded “Jinnah Hospital (ex-name 

Establishment of Federal Government Polyclinic (PGMI)-II at 

Rs. 9,913.730 million on 29-11-2021, in next three (03) years. The 

infrastructure Development Authority of Punjab (IDAP) Lahore is the 

executing agency for the said project. 

 

 The Infrastructure Development Authority of Punjab (IDAP) 

Lahore arranged ground breaking of the said project on 21-03-2022 and 

after processing of international tendering work has been awarded to a 

Chinese contractor and they have assured for physical work on site is 

expected to commence shortly and will be completed within the approved 

time frame. 
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*Question No. 16 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 20/12/2022 at 9:22 AM) QID: 40035 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that recent floods in the country 

have adversely affected the agriculture sector which may cause 

wheat insecurity / shortage during the coming harvesting seasons, 

if so, the steps being taken for avoiding shortage of wheat during 

the said period? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: During the time of rainfall & flash 

floods wheat crop was completely harvested and stored in public premises 

and in open spaces in a well-organized and scientific manner. However, 

damage to small quantities has been reported by PASSCO and Sindh Food 

Department. Government is endeavoring to enhance its storage facilities to 

preserve the maximum quantum of wheat. 

 

 It is expected that there would be no wheat insecurity/ shortage in 

the country. However wheat has been imported in different quantities to 

maintain National Strategic Reserves. 

 

*Question No. 17 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 22/12/2022 at 9:54 AM) QID: 39456 

 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the details 

of multilateral agreements signed by Pakistan during the last four 

years to which India is also a party? 

 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: Pakistan acceded to the following 

three multilateral Conventions/Protocols during the last four years, which 

have also been acceded to, by India: 

 

 Pakistan acceded to the ‘Hague Convention Abolishing the 

Requirement of Legislation for Foreign Public Documents 

(Apostille Convention) of 1961’ on 16 June 2022. India 

acceded to the Apostille Convention on 26 October 2004. 

 

 Pakistan acceded to the ‘Convention on the Protection and 

Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005)’ on 

04 March 2022 which entered into force on 04 June 2022. 

India acceded to the Convention on 15 December 2006. 
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 Pakistan acceded to the ‘Additional Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons especially 

Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations 

Conventions against Transnational Organized Crime (TIP 

Protocol-2000)’ on 04 November 2022. India acceded to the 

TIP Convention on 05 May 2011. 

 

*Question No. 18 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 22/12/2022 at 12:11 PM) QID: 39741 

 

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource 

Development be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the number of mine workers registered with Employees Old 

Age Benefit Institution; and 

 

 (b) the number of mine workers to whom EOBI cards have been 

issued indicating the period since they are working in the 

mines? 

 

 Mr. Sajid Hussain Turi:  (a)  48,451 

 

 (b) 48,014 

 

*Question No. 19 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 23/12/2022 at 2:59 PM) QID: 39485 

 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the details 

of multilateral / bilateral agreements signed between India and 

Pakistan during the last four years? 
 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: In the last four years, relations 

between Pakistan and India have been marred by a number of provocative 

steps by India. Presently, diplomatic relations between the two countries 

are limited and people-to-people exchanges are at a minimal level. Despite 

the current difficulties in the relationship, two agreements have been 

signed during the last four years: 
 

Kartarpur Corridor - October 24, 2019  
 

 In keeping with Pakistan’s abiding commitment to facilitate 

religious harmony and building interfaith relations, Pakistan signed the 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with India to open the Kartarpur 

Corridor on October 24, 2019. The corridor was termed as the ‘Corridor of 

Peace’ by the UN Secretary General Antonio Gueterres. Nearly 5,000 

pilgrims are now able to visit the holy sites on a daily basis, without the 

need for visa. The Kartarpur Corridor was inaugurated on November 9, 

2019. 

 

Ceasefire along LoC - February 25, 2021  

 

 Another significant bilateral understanding is the Directors General 

of Military Operations (DGMO) understanding of February 2021. The 

Understanding was announced on February 25, 2021 through a joint 

statement issued after consultations between the DGMOs of both Pakistan 

and India. Discussions were held over the established mechanism of 

hotline contact. Before this understanding was entered into, the two 

countries had a previous ceasefire understanding in 2003 which was 

violated by India 13,500 times, leading to the death of 310 citizens and 

injuring at least 1,600. 

 

*Question No. 20 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

  (Notice Received on 29/12/2022 at 4:12 PM) QID: 40131 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the existing demand, consumption and production of olive oil 

in the country; and  

 

 (b) whether there is any olive cultivation policy in the country, if 

so the steps being taken for increasing the production of olive 

under the said policy? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) The existing demand and 

consumption of edible oil in the country is 4.042 million ton. The 

production of edible oil in the country is 0.471 million ton. 

 

 (b) Currently there is no olive cultivation policy in Pakistan 

however, Olive policy is being prepared by an advisory group constituted 

under the Italian funded “Olive Culture project” through consultation with 

the Italian and local olive experts. 
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 The local production of olive oil still in its infancy and as per the 

available data, across the country, an estimated 104 tons of olive oil was 

produced last year and 4,321 ton olive oil was imported. As more 

plantations mature and start bearing fruit/olive oil production will increase 

exponentially. 

 

 The government is promoting olive cultivation through PSDP 

project namely “Promotion of Olive Cultivation on Commercial Scale in 

Pakistan (Phase-II). Steps taken under this project are: 

 

 Commercialized olive farming on 75,000 acres and provision 

of 10.125million Olive plants to grower on 67:33 sharing 

basis. 

 Survey and identification of wild olive pockets and top 

working of five million wild olive. 

 Provision of Drip irrigation system on 5,000 acres- on 67:33 

sharing basis in rainfed and marginal lands. 

 Provision of 4 solar powered tube-wells on public lands. 

 Geo Tagging and mapping of sites. 

 Human resource development and training on olive culture 

involving youth and gender. 

 Public private cooperation for oil processing and value 

addition. 

 

*Question No. 21 Senator Fawzia Arshad:  

  (Notice Received on 30/12/2022 at 11:18 AM) QID: 39575 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that the Federal Government had notified 

a policy for grant of time scale to civil servants of BS-01 to 

BS-16, if yes, status of its implementation  in the Ministry of 

National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination; and 

 

 (b) if not, the time by which it will be implemented and granted to 

all employees of the said Ministry and its attached 

departments? 
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 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: (a) Ministry of National Health Services, 

Regulations and Coordination has granted higher time scale to the eligible 

Civil Servants of this Ministry in terms of Finance Division O.M dated 

28th May, 2022 (Annex-I). 
 

 (b) Besides, the Civil Servants of following departments have 

also been granted higher time scale: 
 

 1. Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, Islamabad (Annex-II) 

 2. Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences, Islamabad (Annex-III) 

 3. Federal Government Polyclinic Islamabad (Annex-IV). 

 4. National Institute of Population Studies, Islamabad (Annex-V). 
 

 The cases of other eligible Civil Servants of departments are under 

process and will be granted higher time scale on completion of requisite 

formalities. 
 

(Annexures have been placed in Library and on Table of the 

Mover/Concerned Member) 
 

*Question No. 22 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

  (Notice Received on 2/01/2023 at 11:20 AM) QID: 40026 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) whether it is a fact that presently there is huge load of OPD 

patients in  Federal Government Services Hospital  

(Polyclinic ) Islamabad; 
 

 (b) the details indicating the daily basis number of OPD patients, 

number of doctors / specialists with department wise break 

during the last two years; and 
 

 (c) the steps taken / being taken for improving the standard of 

OPD in the said hospital? 
 

 Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel: (a) Yes, it is fact that there is huge load 

of patients in OPD of FGPC, where 4 million patients are being provided 

ambulatory care, annually. 

 

 (b) (i) About 11000 patient-provider contacts per day including 

3500-4000 for OPDs and 1300-1500 for Dispensaries and 

1400+ for Emergency. The detail of OPD patients is as under. 
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 (ii) There are 81 number of specialists and 225 number of 

Medical officers working in different departments of FGPC 

(Detailed at Annex-I). 

 

 (c) 

 The Biometric attendance has been implemented and 

continues M&E system has been set in place. 

 The patient registration has been computerized. 

 Queue management is being designed and is completed 

shortly. 

 The number of windows and staff in main Pharmacy has been 

up-gradated. 

 Emergency dispensary has been shifted to the casualty 

department. 

 Evening OPD in main specialties has been reutilized. 

 Case for sanctioning of functional non-sanctioned 

dispensaries has been moved. 

 Request for permission to hire contract employees against 

vacant posts in short term has been regularized. 

 Number of antenatal cards has been enhanced for residents of 

Islamabad. 

 Diagnostic support has been improved by adding 

Mammogram and CT Scan in hospital services. 

 Evening Radiology, Pathology and Physiotherapy support has 

been assured. 

 Complaint/suggestion boxes and direction boards have been 

set in place. 
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*Question No. 23 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

  (Notice Received on 9/01/2023 at 11:32 AM) QID: 40270 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to give the 

details of the collapse / damages of the roads and bridges on 

National Highways and action taken against the concerned 

contractors, consultant and responsible functionaries of NHA, and 

reasons for acquittal of the accused since 2015? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: No bridge structure has been damaged/ 

collapsed since 2015, therefore, no action has been taken against any 

Consultant, Contractor and responsible functionaries of NHA. 

 

 During flood 2022, about 46 bridges and 497 km length of national 

highways were partially damaged / collapsed due to unprecedented heavy 

rainfall and subsequent flash floods. In addition to this, the road damages 

are also caused due to combined effects of overloading, aging and 

weathering. The deterioration of road Infrastructure is a continuous 

process and the maintenance / repair / rehabilitation works are carried out 

through systematic approach within available financial resources. 

 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

the 25th  January, 2023 Secretary. 
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Question No. 4 Senator Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti: 

(Notice Received on 20/12/2022 at 3:03 PM) QID: 39956 

 

 Will the Minister for Communications be please to state: 

 

 (a)   the details of the Housing societies located in Islamabad 

Capital Territory to which interchange and access from Sri 

Nagar Highway and Motorway (M-2) has been provided till 

now; and 

 

 (b)   whether it is a fact that E-Eighteen, G-15, Fasil Town, New 

Tableeghi Markaz and H-17 have not been provided access / 

interchange from Sri Nagar Highway and Motorway (M-2), if 

so, reasons thereof and if so, the tentative deadline for 

provision of the said  facilitation /access to the said societies? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: (a) None of the Housing Societies located 

in Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) have been granted NOC for 

construction of interchange and access from Sri Nagar Highway/Link 

Road and Motorway (M-2) till now. 

 

 (b) All the said Housing Societies/entities have not been granted 

NOCs for construction of interchanges from Sri Nagar Highway/Link 

Road and Motorway (M-2) due to non-fulfilment of the Criteria of 10-KM 

distance from existing Interchanges as provided in NHA Regulations for 

Access from NHA Controlled Network -2019 that: 
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 “Provided except for requirement of GOP for national interest, 

NHA shall not allow interchange for access to (or) from motorway/ 

expressway/link road within 10 KMs of an existing interchange on the 

motorway/ Expressway/ Link Road.” 

 

 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

the 25th January, 2023 Secretary. 
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