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(321st Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 
 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 

Tuesday, the 11th October, 2022 

 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 

 

[Questions Nos. 6, 7 and 8 were deferred on 27th September, 2022 

(321st Session)] 
 

(Def.) *Question No. 6 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

   (Notice Received on 22/08/2022 at 4:25 PM) QID: 39654 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 
 

 (a) comparative details of federal excise duty and retail prices of 

locally manufactured and imported cigarettes; 
 

 (b) the steps being taken for protection of local tobacco industry 

against the multinational tobacco companies in the country; 

and 
 

 (c) the steps being taken for enhancing the market shares local 

tobacco companies in Pakistan? 
 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) Tobacco Industry has been 

subjected to Sales Tax @17% on retail price. Tobacco Industry is 

chargeable to Federal Excise Duty (FED) in term of Sr. No. 09 and 10 of 

First Schedule to the Federal Excide Act, 2005. FED on cigarette is 

imposed on multi-tier basis on the basis of retail price since 12-06-2013. 

Rates of FED have been enhanced from time to time. The details of FED 

imposed per thousand cigarettes from 01-07-2021 are attached as 

Annex-A. 
 

 Imported Cigarettes are subject to Sales Tax @17%. FED is 

chargeable @ 65% of retail price (as prescribed in S. No. 9 of schedule 
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whichever is higher) on imported cigarettes in terms of S. No. 8 to First 

Schedule to the Federal Excise Act, 2005. 
 

 The details of retail prices of the tobacco products, the retail prices 

of locally manufactured cigarettes as received from top tobacco companies 

of Pakistan is attached as Annex-B. 
 

 (b) All tobacco companies either local or multinational have 

equal chance to indicate their requirement as per their own financial 

resources. M/o NFS&R and its attached department i.e. Pakistan Tobacco 

Board (PTB) does not engage in any commercial or trading activity or 

providing any financial support or facility to any tobacco company 

engaged in tobacco business. PTB provides equal opportunity to all 

players in the tobacco market as per law. 
 

 (c) M/o NFS&R and its attached department i.e. PTB has no role 

in allocating market share to any tobacco company either multinational or 

local. Every tobacco company in Pakistan, operates its business regarding 

sale purchase of tobacco or cigarette manufacturing as per their own 

resources. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 7 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  

   (Notice Received on 24/08/2022 at 3:38 PM) QID: 39382 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 
 

 (a) the volume of production , consumption and shortfall of wheat 

in the country during the current year; and 
 

 (b) the steps being taken for uniform wheat prices across the 

country during the current fiscal year? 
 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) Production, consumption and 

shortfall of wheat during the current year is reported as: 
 

 
 

 Initially a shortfall of 3 MMT was assessed. Later on, after the 

re-verification of carry-forward stocks and stock position the net shortfall 

was reported at the level of 2.60 MMT. Source: CRS, PASSCO and 

Provincial Food Departments. 
 

 (b) Government is committed to announce the profitable support 

price before the next wheat sowing season. In this context following steps 

are being taken to announce a uniform support price of wheat 2022-23: 
 

 1. API has worked out cost of production of wheat crop. 
 

 2. Meeting of Wheat Board was convened on 30-06-2022 to 

sensitize provincial governments on the issue of support price 

of wheat. 
 

 3. Follow up letters were sent to provinces on 23-06-2022, 

3-07-2022, 03-08-2022 and 19-07-2022, with the request to 

submit endorsement of their respective Cabinets. 
 

 4. API arranged a consultative meeting on wheat crop with all 

stake-holders. 
 

 5. Cost of production was circulated among all stakeholders on 

05-09-2022. 
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 6. A meeting of Agriculture Task Force was convened in the PM 

Office on 15-08-2022 and a Sub-Group was constituted to 

formulate recommendations on wheat crop. 
 

 7. A meeting under the Chairmanship of the Federal Minister for 

NFS&R was convened on 26-08-2022, wherein provinces 

were reemphasized to submit the endorsement of their 

Cabinets. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 8 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 

   (Notice Received on 25/08/2022 at 10:01 AM) QID: 39242 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research  be 

pleased to state whether there is any proposal under consideration 

to broadcast agricultural information to local farmers through 

Radio and Television in regional languages of the country, if so, 

details thereof? 
 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: Ministry of National food Security an 

Research do not broadcast information directly however, the Attached/ 
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Autonomous bodies under Administration of Ministry used to send 

information and record/ attend programs regarding, agricultural 

information on Radio and Television. 

 

*Question No. 71 Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi:  

  (Notice Received on 24/08/2022 at 3:19 PM) QID: 39660 

 

Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the date of construction and operationalisation of Gwadar 

Sea Port indicating the firms / individuals to whom lands 

were allotted in 5 km radius of the Port; and 

 

 (b) the details of basic facilities including warehouses, roads, 

railway line, electricity and water available on the said port? 

 

 Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari: (a) The construction of Gwadar Port 

was completed in 2004 and the operation of port was handed over initially 

to M/s. Port of Singapore Authority on BOT basis for a period of 40 years 

in February 2007. This agreement was transferred on 18th February, 2013 

and the Port was handed over to M/s. China Overseas Port Holding 

Company Limited (COPHCL), the term expires on 2047. 

 

 The 2283 acres area of Gwadar Free Zone land was handed over in 

2015 to M/s. Gwadar Free Zone Company Limited for establishment of 

Free Zone in 5 km radius vicinity of the port.  

 

   (b) Warehouses: 

 

 There are four warehouses in GPA Business Complex, (4,000 Sq 

Meter each = 02 No. 2,000 Sq. Meter each =02), and COPHC’s 6,000 Sq 

Meter =01, excluding various warehouses of Gwadar Free Zone Company 

Limited. 

 

 Road: 

 

 The access road of Gwadar Port i.e., 19 KM Eastbay Expressway 

(EBEW)’s completed in June 2022, which directly connects the Makran 

Coastal highway with Gwadar Port. 
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 Railway Line: 
 

 The land for railway line is reserved along with EBEW from 

Coastal High Way to Gwadar Port, which needs to be constructed by 

Pakistan Railways. Recently EBEW has been inaugurated by Honorable 

Prime Minister of Pakistan on 03rd June, 2022. 
  

 Electricity: 
 

 The total installed power generation capacity is 12.3 MW at 

Gwadar Port premises, with breakup of 4.5 & 7.8 HW power plant diesel / 

operational. 
 

 Water: 
 

 Two sea water desalination Plants with 0.1 MGD and 0.264 MGD 

output are functioning at Gwadar Port. Third 1.2 MGD water desalination 

plant is under construction, which is expected to be completed by March 

2023 and the total water production capacity will be enhanced to 1.564 

MGD at Gwadar Port. 

 

*Question No. 72 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 25/08/2022 at 3:09 PM) QID: 39464 
 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) the steps taken by the Government for meeting of family 

members with Dr. Aafia Siddiqui imprisoned in America;and 
 

 (b) the details of diplomatic efforts made/ being made by the 

Government for the release of Dr. Aafia Siddiqui? 
 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: The matter is already subjudice as 

the Ministry, under instructions from Honorable Islamabad High Court, is 

actively pursuing the matter. 
 

*Question No. 73 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 25/08/2022 at 3:11 PM) QID: 39421 
 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether 

there is any proposal under consideration to construct bridges on 

National Highway at Talash and Shamsi Khan in District 

Lower Dir, if so, details thereof and if not, reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: The construction of one RCC Bridge and 

multi cell culverts on National Highway at Talash and Shamsi Khan in 
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District Lower Dir (Dir - Chitral Road N-45) has already been approved 

and is at procurement stage (Annex-A). 
 

 The construction period for the said works is one year. The work is 

expected to commence within three months i.e. after completion of 

procurement process as per law PPRA Rules and PEC guides lines. 
 

Annex-A 
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*Question No. 74 Senator Syed Muhammad Sabir Shah:  

  (Notice Received on 25/08/2022 at 4:31 PM) QID: 39670 
 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) the number of Pakistani prisoners in China; 
 

 (b) steps being taken for their release; and 

 

 (c) the number of prisoners exchanged/released so far? 
 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: (a) As per available record, 236 

Pakistani prisoners including three women are confined in prisons under 

the jurisdiction of various Missions in China. 
 

 (b) In pursuance of the Treaty of Transfer of Sentenced Persons 

between Pakistan and China that entered into force in October 2020, the 

process of transfer has started. A formal request for the transfer of first 

batch of 21 Pakistani prisoners was submitted to the Chinese Ministry of 

Justice in March 2022. Pakistan Mission is constantly in touch with the 

Chinese authorities for an early approval of transfer of first batch. 
 

 (c) In the last 3 years, 18 Pakistani prisoners have been released 

from Chinese prisons after completing their sentences. 
 

*Question No. 75 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 29/08/2022 at 10:05 AM) QID: 39684 
 

Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 

National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state with reference 

to question No. 64 replied on 19th November, 2021: 
 

 (a) the details of the referenced decision by the Ministry of 

Finance for grant of higher time scale to 90 left over female 

teachers of Federal Directorate of Education in BS-18 with 

immediate effect and not from the date of eligibility ; and 
 

 (b) whether there is any proposal under consideration for 

removing the anomalies created by the said decision between 

the teachers who were granted higher time scale with date of 

eligibility and those who were granted higher time scale with 

immediate effect, if so, details thereof and if not reasons 

thereof? 
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 Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) M/o FE&PT’s requested Finance 

Division for guidance regarding effective date for grant of higher time 

scale before the meeting of DPC in February 2020. In this connection, 

Finance Division advised to grant HTS with immediate effect instead of 

retrospective date vide letter dated 02-03-2020 (Annex-I). 
 

 (b) The matter is subjudice and pending in Honorable Islamabad 

High Court in Appeal No. 2322/2020 (Annex-II). Moreover, grant of 

Higher time Scale is policy matter and amendment in the subject rules 

rests with M/o FE&PT and Finance Division. 

Annex-I 
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Annex-II 
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*Question No. 76 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 29/08/2022 at 10:05 AM) QID: 39682 

 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the steps 

taken by the Government to improve overall relations with 

Malaysia during the last four years? 

 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: Pakistan’s bilateral relations with 

Malaysia have witnessed upward trend. This was reflected in exchange of 

visits at the highest political level and signing of important agreements. 

During these visits MoUs in various sectors and other important 

agreements/treaty were signed. 
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 A salient feature of enhanced bilateral interaction at the official 

level was initiated in Islamabad by convening the Inaugural Session of 

Bilateral Consultations at Foreign Secretaries Level. Malaysia has been 

extending support to Pakistan to graduate to ASEAN’s Full Dialogue 

Partnership. It also provided valuable support to Pakistan on FATF. 

Prime Minister Mahathir criticized India’s illegal actions of 5 August 

2019, during his address at United Nations General Assembly in 2019. 

 

 Bilateral trade between the two countries saw remarkable uptick as 

Pakistan’s exports increased to US$460 million (highest figure ever) in 

2021-22 taking total trade volume to US$ 1,723 million. 

 

*Question No. 77 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 29/08/2022 at 3:53 PM) QID: 39466 

 

Will the Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be 

pleased to state the steps taken by the Government towards revival 

of Hockey, improve performance and international ranking of 

national team and overhauling of domestic hockey structures? 

 

 Mr. Ehsaan-ur-Rehman Mazari: Government of Pakistan is 

committed for the promotion of sports including hockey in the country. In 

pursuance of this goal the Federal Government through Pakistan Sports 

Board provides administrative, technical and financial support to these 

games. 

 

 To the extent of hockey, the government has taken following steps 

for the improvement of performance and International ranking of national 

team and overhaul of domestic hockey structure 

 

 • The Government has provided Rs. 9 million to Hockey 

Federation as Annual Grant during the last five years 

(Annex-“A”). 

 

 • The Government has also released an amount of Rs. 3.5 

million and under the PM directive 7.3 million to PHF as a 

Special Grant (Annex-“A”).  

 

 • An amount of Rs. 5.5 million was released to Pakistan 

Hockey federation for training cum competitions. Pakistan 
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Sports Board also established National Hockey Training 

Camps and incurred around Rs. 7 milion. (Annex-“B”). 

 

 • Service of Foreign Coach for the period 21-11-2021 to 

30-04-2022 (05 months & 10 days) amounting to US$42,667 

is also being provided (Annex-“B”). 

 

 • The government has recently laid down synthetic hockey 

Turfs at Islamabad and Quetta. Whereas, work regarding 

lying of turfs in Wah Cantt. Peshawar, Abbottabad, 

Faisalabad and Muzaffarabad are under process. 

 

 • The Government is also introducing new governance system 

and National Sports Policy for the overhauling of sports 

structure including hockey in the country. 
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*Question No. 78 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  

  (Notice Received on 1/09/2022 at 4:57 PM) QID: 39725 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research  be 

pleased to state the current progress and steps taken so far under 

the Prime Minister’s National Agriculture Emergency Program for 

the uplift of farmers across the country? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: Government is implementing 

National Agriculture Emergency Program to uplift for the uplift of farmers 

across the country. There are total 13 on-going PSDP projects under 

National Agriculture Emergency Program since 2019 which are as under. 

 

 i. National oilseeds Enhancement Program. 

 ii. Productivity enhancement of Wheat. 

 iii. Productivity enhancement of Rice. 

 iv. Productivity enhancement of sugarcane. 

 v. Cage Culture Cluster development Project. 

 vi. Pilot Shrimp Farming Cluster development Project. 

 vii. Promotion of trout farming in northern areas of Pakistan. 

 viii. PM initiative for Save the Calf. 

 ix. Calf Feedlot Fattening in Pakistan. 

 x. PM initiative for Backyard Poultry. 

 xi. National Program for improvement of watercourses in 

Pakistan (Phase-II). 

 xii. National program for enhancing command area in Barani 

areas of Pakistan. 

 xiii. Conservation and efficient use of water in Barani areas of KP. 

 

 All these above projects are focusing to uplift farmers across the 

country. Details are enclosed in Annexure-A. 
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22 

*Question No. 79 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  

  (Notice Received on 1/09/2022 at 4:58 PM) QID: 39726 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and  Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the number and percentage of farmers associated with small 

farming in Pakistan; 

 

 (b) the reported losses suffered by small farmers during the 

recent floods; and  

 

 (c) the steps being taken for rehabilitation of small farmers 

affected by the recent floods? 

 

 Mr. Tariq Bashir Cheema: (a) 90 percent of overall farmers (7.4 

million) are categorized as smallholder farmers in Pakistan who own less 

than 12.5 acres of land. 

 

 (b) Preliminary losses suffered by the farmers are around 

Rs. 529.1 billion as reported by the provinces. 

 

 (c) The main exercise to rehabilitate the flood affected people is 

being done by the Ministry of planning, Development and reforms along 

with development partners i.e. World Bank, agricultural Development 

Bank, FAO and the UN agencies. 

 

 M/o NS&R has proposed for distribution of wheat seeds and 

oilseeds to support flood affected areas. According to provincial 

estimates about 4.07 million acre damaged due to recent floods. 

Most of the damage occurred in sindh and Balochistan followed by 

Punjab and KPK. 
 

 To give 100% coverage to support farmers for wheat seeds an 

amount of Rs 20.54 billion will he required. It was proposed that 

Federal & Provincial governments will share the cost with 50:50. 

However, Consent of the Provinces for sharing of cost is still 

awaited. 
 

 Meanwhile, Federal government has arranged Rs. 8.00 billion from 

its own development project for the provision of wheat seed. 

Mechanism for disbursement of seed is being finalized. 
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*Question No. 80 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

  (Notice Received on 2/09/2022 at 11:17 AM) QID: 39730 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state: 
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 (a) whether it is a fact that National Highways Authority (NHA) 

has a 20-years agreement with M/S More, a subsidiary of the 

Frontier Works Organization (FWO) according to which 

FWO increases toll tax by 10 percent applicable from August 

26 every year, if so, the details of this contract; and 

 

 (b) total amount of toll tax collected by FWO under the said 

contract so far, indicating also the details of projects 

executed/ completed by FWO during the said period under the 

said contract? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: (a) National Highway Authority (NHA) has 

undertaken the 20-Years Concession Agreement with M/s MORE, a 

project company formed by Frontier Works Organization (FWO) to 

execute the project “Overlay 86 Modernization of Lahore-Islamabad 

Motorway (M-2)” on Build Operate Transfer (BOT) Basis. The 

Concession. Agreement was signed between the two parties on 23rd April, 

2014 for a period of 20-years. Under the concession agreement, the 

following annual toll escalation is applicable during the Operation Phase 

of the project: 

 

 i. Ten percent (10%) annual Toll escalation shall be applied 

from the second (2nd) operational year till the twelfth (12th) 

year of the Concession Period i.e. till 2026; 

 

 ii. Seven percent (7%) annual toll escalation shall be applicable 

from thirteen (13th) year of the Concession Period till last 

year of the Concession Period i.e. till 2034. 

 

 (b) From 26-08-2022 to 25-08-2023 the detail of increased Toll 

tax is placed at (Annex-A). The Concessionaire has conveyed vide NHA 

letter No. (203)/GM(M-2)/NHA/2022/660 dated 28-09-2022, however, the 

same is still awaited. The detail will be provided as soon as received from 

concerned quarter. 
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Annex-A 

 

 
 

*Question No. 83 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 5/09/2022 at 9:23 AM) QID: 39420 

 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the 

existing broad contours of Pakistan’s foreign policy toward China 

during the last four years? 

 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: Pakistan and China enjoy excellent 

broad-based and long-term relationship characterized by feelings of 

mutual trust, respect and goodwill towards each other. As close friends 

and partners, both countries have multi-faceted bilateral cooperation in 

diverse fields such as in economic, political, defence and cultural areas. 
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 Pakistan’s foreign policy towards China has been gaining 

momentum through sustained engagements between the leadership, 

extension of diplomatic support at multilateral fora and careful nurturing 

of all facets of bilateral relations. There has been exchange of high-level 

visits despite constraints posed by COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 In economic arena, China remains Pakistan’s largest trading 

partner. In January 2020, Phase-II of the China-Pakistan Free Trade 

Agreement (CPFTA) was operationalized which liberalized trade and 

enhanced trade volume between the two countries. China also remains 

Pakistan’s largest source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). We continue 

to broaden our economic cooperation through increasing investments from 

China, enhancing cooperation in agriculture sector and expanding market 

access for Pakistani exports. Bilateral trade in 2021 stood at US$ 27.8 

billion. 

 

 Apart from political, economic and strategic relations, Pakistan and 

China also enjoy close cooperation in health sector. Pakistan and China 

extended support to fight against COVID-19 pandemic through provision 

of medical relief goods and strengthen Pakistan’s capacity to fight 

COVID-19. 

 

 We also enjoy close collaboration in defense and security domain 

and frequent meetings at the highest level. Comprehensive public 

diplomacy strategy includes promotion of cultural exchange, people-to-

people relations, tourism programmes and multitude of other outreach 

initiatives. 

 

*Question No. 84 Senator Taj Haider:  

  (Notice Received on 5/09/2022 at 2:32 PM) QID: 39746 

 

Will the Minister of Communication be pleased to state the 

deadlines on which the main damaged bridge over Hub River on 

the point connecting Sindh, Balochistan and other damaged 

bridges on Regional Cooperation Development Highway from 

Quetta to Karachi will be repaired and operationalized? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: • It is intimated that recent spells of 

Monsoon 2022 in July & August, 2022 resulted into massive flood 

damages in West-Zone especially in Hub-Uthal-Bela Section of National 

Highway N-25 resulting in collapse of Hub Bridge. Hub Bridge was 
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constructed in 1962 by Provincial Communication & Works Department, 

GoB. The field staff was available on sites and successfully carried out the 

temporary restoration works on emergent basis to ensure smooth flow of 

traffic. All the damaged sections of National Highways in Balochistan 

have now been temporarily restored and traffic has been resumed. 

 

 • It is further intimated that keeping in view urgency of the 

work in larger national interest, National Highway Council has accorded 

approval to carry out the permanent restoration works on G-2-G basis as 

per clause 42 (f) of PPRA Rules from state owned agencies. Moreover, 

NHA along with M/s FWO, M/NLC, PDMA and M/s NESPAK has 

already started carrying out joint survey of Flood Damages whereas 

Foreign Consultant through EAD/ADB will also carry out assessment / 

rehabilitation and fresh Hydrology/ Hydraulic study. 

 

 • M/s NLC has been awarded the work of construction of new 

Hub Bridge on 26th September 2022 and the time line to complete the said 

work is 18 months. Presently the work on detour of this bridge has been 

started by M/s NLC to facilitate the road commuters’ (HTV / LTV) on 

temporary basis till the completion of construction on the new bridge and 

detour is expected to be completed within one month. 

 

 • In addition to above, it is further submitted that during this 

devastating flooding of 2022, heavy structures of N-25 between Hub to 

Quetta which were constructed by C&W Department have also been 

critically damaged / collapsed which include Khanta Bridge at Km 116, 

Lunda Bridge at Km 121, 05 Nos. Culverts between KM 130 and Km 160, 

Sardi Wala Bridge at KM 216. These heavy structures have been 

extensively assessed by the NESPAK and are now under design phase as 

per the revised hydraulic study. NHA has requested NESPAK to submit 

the same within shortest possible time but no later than one month, so the 

same should go through execution phase by completing all procurement / 

codal formalities in the best interest of road commuters. 
 

*Question No. 85 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

  (Notice Received on 6/09/2022 at 10:59 AM) QID: 39427 
 

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources 

Development be please to state the details of the  audit paras of  

the Ministry and it’s attached departments organizations, the 

amount to be recovered  and the action taken against the 

responsible functionaries in the light of audit report since 2015? 
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 Mr. Sajid Hussain Turi: M/o Overseas Pakistanis has eleven (11) 

departments under its Audit jurisdiction, which are mentioned below:— 

 

 i. Bureau of Emigration & Overseas Employment (BE&OE) 

 ii. Balochistan Workers Welfare Board (BWWB) 

 iii. Directorate of Workers Education (DWE) 

 iv. Employees Old-Age Benefits Institutions (EOBI) 

 v. KP Workers Welfare Board (KPWWB) 

 vi. National Industrial Relations Commission (NIRC) 

 vii. Overseas Employment Corporation (OEC) 

 viii. Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) 

 ix. Punjab Workers Welfare Board (PWWB) 

 x. Sindh Workers Welfare Board (2016-17 & backward only, 

since the department went outside the audit jurisdiction of this 

Ministry after promulgating its own Act in 2015) 

 xi. Workers Welfare Fund (WWF) 

 

 2. A total of 265 audit paras have been raised in Audit Reports 

for the last six years i.e. 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20 & 

2020-21. Department-wise & year-wise summary of the same is given 

below. Details of audit paras is also attached at Annex-I. 
 

 
 3. However, a summary of the audit paras related to the amount 

of recovery & the action taken thereof (if any) of the Ministry & its 

attached departments / organizations in light of audit reports since 2015 is 

as under:— 
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(Annexures have been placed in Library and on the Table of 

mover/consent member) 

 

*Question No. 86 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

  (Notice Received on 6/09/2022 at 11:01 AM) QID: 39451 

 

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to 

state the details of the funds granted to Pakistan hockey and other 

federations for promotion of sports indicating province wise 

utilization including Malakand Division Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

during the last 4 years? 

 

 Mr. Ehsaan-ur-Rehman Mazari: (a) The detail of fund granted 

are as under: 
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 (b) To the extent of province wise utilization of funds including 

Malakand Division, KPK, it is apprised that PSB releases grants to 

National Sports Federations only, the provinces and Divisions do not fall 

under the preview of PSB. After 18th Amendment in the Constitution of 

Pakistan. 

 

 (c) In this regard, DG of Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has given 

Rs. 3.5 Million to Pakistan Hockey Federation as sports fund for senior 

national Pakistani Players to participate in the event. These players 

represented Hockey Federation in this super Hockey league and the local 

players have got opportunities for the first time to play with national 

players. 

 

*Question No. 89 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

  (Notice Received on 7/09/2022 at 3:36 PM) QID: 39767 

 

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to 

state being taken by the Pakistan Sports Board for promotion of 

sports in Balochistan from 2013 to till date with year wise 

breakup? 

 

 Mr. Ehsaan-ur-Rehman Mazari: The subject of sports has been 

devolved as a consequence of 18th constitutional amendment and the role 

of Federal Government has become limited. The Provincial Governments 

are mainly responsible for promotion of sports in their respective 

provinces. National Sports Federations are autonomous bodies and 

responsible to carry-out their sports activities at national and international 

level. 

 

 The Federal Government extends its technical and financial 

support through National Sports Federations. To the extent of providing 

sports infrastructure, the Federal Government has completed two projects 

i.e. laying of synthetic Hockey Turf and construction of Boxing 

Gymnasium at Quetta, Balochistan. Similarly, a project to rehabilitate and 

upgrade existing facilities of PSB, Coaching Center at Quetta having 

estimated a cost of Rs.379.311 million has been included in the current 

year PSDP. 

 

 Moreover, Government of Pakistan is committed for the promotion 

of sports in the country by providing administrative, technical and 

financial support to National Sports to raise the standard of sports. 
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*Question No. 91 Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi:  

  (Notice Received on 8/09/2022 at 4:45 PM) QID: 39777 

 

Will the Minister of Communication be pleased to state, whether it 

is a fact that AXEL Load Regime is being implemented on 

Motorways and National Highways throughout the country, if so 

details thereof indicating details of penalties for violations and if 

not reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: Enforcement against violation of load limits 

is carried out on National Highways and Motorways under Section 75 read 

with Section 43, 44, Schedule VI read with 10th and 12th Schedules of 

NHSO, 2000. Detail of enforcement is as under:- 

 

 
 

 Moreover, Following steps are being taken by NHMP to ensure 

enforcement against all violations 

 

 (a) Road Safety briefing, awareness and sensitization walks, 

seminars, workshops, lectures, presentation, stalls etc. are 

conducted by Road Safety Awareness Units of NHMP on 

daily basis. 

 (b) Printed road safety material in shape of broachers, booklets, 

pamphlets etc., are distributed among the participants of 

various road safety activities as well as general public and 

drivers at toll plazas, interchanges, weigh stations, bus and 

taxi stands etc. 

 (c) Round the clock vigilant patrolling. 

 (d) Effective briefings. 
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 (e) Special campaigns against over loading. 

 (f) Distribution of road safety material. 

 (g) Cancellation of licenses and route permits of habitual; 

offenders. 

 

*Question No. 93 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

  (Notice Received on 14/09/2022 at 12:15 PM) QID: 39563 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state; 

 

 (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to set up Electric Vehicle/EV Charging stations 

on Highways and Motorways all over the country, if so its 

details; and 

 

 (b) whether any locations  have been identified so far where these 

EV Charging Stations would be set up, if so its details? 

 

 Mr. Asad Mahmood: NHA has included EV charging stations in 

the contracts of filling station. Concessionaires/ contractors are installing 

the same in line with the numbers of EV vehicles commuting on a 

particular road. Presently, EV charging stations are being installed at 

following locations: 

 

 1. Rashakai service area, Islamabad -Peshawar motorway 

(M-1) 
 

 2. Tandliyanwala service area, Lahore - Islamabad motorway 

(M-3) 
 

 3. Dandewal service area, Pindi Bhattian -Faisalabad, 

Khanewal motorway (M-4) 
 

 4. Khanewal service area, Pindi Bhattian - Faisalabad, 

Khanewal rnotorway (M-4) 
 

 5. Hazara service area, Hassanabdal-Havelian Expressway 

(E-35). 
 

 2. Moreover, M/s MORE (Pvt.) Ltd. being the BoT 

concessionaire of M-2, has installed EV charging facility at Bhera Service 

Area on M-2. 
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 3. With the gradual increase in number of EV vehicles, other 

fuel stations across the motorway network will also install the EV 

charging facilities. 

 

*Question No. 93-A Senator Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan: 

  (Notice Received on 20/09/2022 at 11:54 AM) QID: 39862 

 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the 

following: 

 

 (a) the date of appointment and tenure of Ms. Sadia Khan as the 

Honorary Consul General of Finland in Pakistan; and 

 

 (b) whether it is a fact that Ms. Sadia Khan, in addition to her 

duties as the Honorary Consul General of Finland in 

Pakistan, served as the Commissioner of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP)? 

 

 Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari: (a) Ms. Sadia Khan was appointed 

the Honorary Consul of Finland in Karachi on 23 August, 2013 and was 

de-commissioned by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland on 13 August, 

2020. Her tenure was 06 years, 11 Months and 20 days. 

 

 (b) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland informed this 

Ministry on 13 August, 2020 that due to Ms. Sadia Khan’s appointment as 

Commissioner in SECP, she will not exercise her duties as Finland’s 

Honorary Consul till the date she remains Commissioner SECP. This 

Ministry subsequently issued a de-notification on 04 September, 2020. 
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 ISLAMABAD, MAJ. (R) SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 10th  October, 2022 Acting Secretary. 
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