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(317th Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 
 
“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 
Friday, the 14th January, 2022 

 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 

 

[Questions Nos. 1, 2, 7 and 7-A were deferred on 

31st July, 2021 (313th Session)] 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 1 Senator Kamran Murtaza: 

   (Notice Received on 3/06/2021 at 1:24 PM) QID: 37912 

 

Will the Minister for Law and Justice be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the sanctioned posts of the members of the Federal Service 

Tribunal indicating also the number / detail of members 

presently working against the same; and 

 

 (b) the steps being taken by the Government to appoint members 

against the vacant posts in the said Tribunal to overcome the 

pendency of cases? 

 

 Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem: (a) Total number of sanctioned 

posts of the Chairman/ Members FST is as under:— 
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 (b) After approval of the President Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 

the Law and Justice Division has been issued Notification dated 1st 

November, 2021 (Annex-I). 
 

Annex-I 
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(Def.) *Question No. 2 Senator Kamran Murtaza: 

   (Notice Received on 3/06/2021 at 1:24 PM) QID: 37913 

 

Will the Minister for Law and Justice be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the names of higher courts at the Federal level whose 

employees are granted Judicial Allowance at present; 

 

 (b) whether it is a fact that employees of the Federal Service 

Tribunal are not being granted the said Allowance at par with 

the employees of the other higher courts, if so,  reasons 

thereof; and 

 

 (c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to grant Judicial Allowance to the employees of 

the FST on the analogy of the employees of other higher 

courts at the Federal level, if not, the reasons thereof? 

 

 Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem: (a) At present, the employees 

of three Superior Courts functioning at Federal level i.e. Supreme Court of 

Pakistan, Islamabad High Court and the Federal Shariat Court are drawing 

Judicial Allowance. 

 

 (b) Yes, the employees of Federal Service Tribunal are not being 

granted the Judicial Allowance, the said employees are “Civil Servants” 

and are as such not entitled to draw Judicial Allowance as the terms and 

conditions of their services are regulated under the Civil Servant Act, 1973 

and the Rules made thereunder. 

 

 Further, the Honorable Supreme Court of Pakistan, vide Order 

dated 15-09-2015 in Civil Petitions Nos. 2193 to 2196 of 2015, has 

suspended the operation of the impugned judgment dated 28-05-2015, 

passed by the Federal Service Tribunal in Appeals No. 769 to 772(R) 

of 2015 (Annex-I). On the said Appeals the FST allowed “judicial 

allowance” along-with other allowances to the employees of Federal 

Service Tribunal. 

 

 (c) No. There is no such proposal which is under consideration. 

The matter is sub-judice before the Apex Court. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 7 Senator Danesh Kumar: 

   (Notice Received on 14/06/2021 at 11:05 AM) QID: 37950 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that oil refinery and other related 

industries were previously proposed to establish in Gwadar; 

 

 (b) if answer of (a) is in affirmative the present status thereof; 

and 

 

 (c) the complete details of budgetary allocations, if made, 

thereof? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Pakistan State Oil 

Company Limited (PSOCL) and Pak-Arab Refinery Company Limited 

(PARCO) have stated that they are not aware of, or in discussion with any 

party for, any proposal to establish refinery in Gwadar. 

 

 Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) has also stated that currently there is 

not any proposal/concept under consideration in Gwadar Port Authority 

regarding establishment of Oil refinery. Therefore, the subject case 

doesn’t pertain to GPA, the reply in this regard may be treated as Nil. 

 

 (b) As above. 

 

 (c) As above. 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 7-A Senator Ahmed Khan: 

   (Notice Received on 6/07/2021 at 3:50 PM) QID: 37784 

 

Will the Minister for Law and Justice be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the details indicating the role, responsibilities and mandate of 

the Federal Insurance Ombudsman; 

 

 (b) the details indicating the qualification, experience, 

appointment criteria and procedures, salary, perks and 

privileges of the incumbent Federal Insurance Ombudsman; 

and 
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 (c) the services and relief provided to the general public by the 

Federal Insurance Ombudsman since December 2019? 

 

 Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem: (a) (i) The role of Federal 

Insurance Ombudsman is to take cognizance on a complaint by any 

aggrieved person on allegation of maladministration on the part of any 

insurance company. 

 

 (ii) The responsibilities of the Federal Insurance Ombudsman are 

to protect rights of insured, create fairness and transparency in the 

insurance industry with impartiality. 

 

 (iii) The mandate of the Federal Insurance Ombudsman includes 

all private insurance companies. 

 

      (b) (i) The incumbent Federal Insurance Ombudsman 

Dr. Muhammad Khawar Jameel is a retired Federal Secretary (BS-22) 

with qualification M.A. (Economics), LLM, MBA (Finance) and PhD 

degrees along-with 36 years experience. His profile is at Annex-I. 

 

 (ii) As per the Insurance Ordinance, 2000 (Annex-II), the 

appointment criteria is “The Insurance Ombudsman shall be the natural 

person having high integrity and ability and unimpeachable insurance or 

legal credentials, and shall not be at the date of his appointment be more 

than seventy years of age. He shall not be a shareholder of an insurance 

company”. 

 

 (iii) The president of Pakistan appoints Federal Insurance 

Ombudsman on the recommendations of the Prime Minister. 

 

 (iv) The salary, perks and privileges of the Federal Insurance 

Ombudsman is equivalent to Judge of a High Court. 

 

 (c) 3107 complaints of the aggrieved complaints have been 

resolved which is 50% increase as compare to preceding year. 

 

(Annexures have been placed in the Table of the House as well as Library) 
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*Question No. 47 Senator Syed Muhammad Ali Shah Jamot: 

  (Notice Received on 19/11/2021 at 3:00 PM) QID: 38117 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased  to 

state: 

 

 (a) the criteria laid down for provision of gas to the areas nearby 

gas production fields in Taluka and District Matiari, Sindh; 

and 

 

 (b) details indicating the number of localities/ villages which 

were provided gas facility from the bonus, so far, and villages 

of Taluka and District Matiari with in the prescribed radius of 

the gas producing fields that were not provided the gas 

facility, and the time by which the same would be provided? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) In the light of the order 

passed by the Honourable Supreme Court of Pakistan & implementation 

bench of High Court of Sindh, SSGCL is undertaking gas development 

schemes of villages / localities falling within 5 km radius of gas producing 

fields on cost sharing basis in phases accordance with policy. In this 

regard. SSGCL has received required funds from the Government for 

implementation of such schemes in 1st Phase (FY 2020-21). All such 

remaining schemes will be undertaken implemented subject to receipt of 

required funds from Federal / Provincial Government whereas Sui 

Companies would also invest. 

 

 (b) In this regard, list of villages of Taluka and District Matiari 

within the 5 km radius of Kausar gas field which have not been provided 

gas facility is attached as Annex-I. The said villages are already included 

in the implementation plan and will be implemented according to policy. 

SSGCL has apprised that they have not received any funds from the bonus 

so far for provision of gas facility to villages around gas field in District 

Matiari, therefore, no such schemes have been undertaken / implemented 

by them. 
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Annex-I 
 

 
 

*Question No. 48 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada: 

  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 11:50 AM) QID: 38496 
 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to 

state:      
 

 (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to undertake exploration of crude oil in the deep 
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sea within the territorial water of the country, if so, the name 

of drilling firm / company shown interest in the said 

exploration; and 
 

 (b) whether it is fact the Government has not invited international 

oil exploration firms for deep sea exploration of crude oil in 

Pakistan, if so, reasons thereof? 
 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Eighteen (18) wells have 

been drilled so far in Pakistan Offshore area, however no oil and gas 

reserves have been discovered till to date. Pakistan Offshore is still under 

exploration by local companies and there are two active exploration 

licences; however, there is no firm commitment of drilling of exploration 

well during calendar year 2021-22.  
 

 (b) Government of Pakistan has engaged previously a number of 

international companies for deep sea exploration of oil and gas in 

Pakistan. As result of holistic efforts, the following exploration and 

Production Companies have started exploratory activities in Pakistan’s 

offshore oil and gas sector:- 
 

 i. ENI Pakistan Limited 

 ii. BP Pakistan Exploration & Production 

 iii. Total Exploration & Production 

 iv. Petronas Carigali (Pakistan) Limited 

 v. Petrobars Oil & Gas Pakistan BV 

 vi. Shell Development & Offshore Pakistan BV 

 vii. Petro Canada 

 viii. British Gas Exploration & Production Limited 

 ix. Husky Oil (Pakistan) Inc. 

 x. Marathon Petroleum 

 xi. Wintershall Holding GmbH 

 xii. Premier Oil Pakistan Offshore BV 

 xiii. Niko Resources 

 xiv. Exxonmobile Exploration & Production Pakistan BV 
 

 As deep-sea oil and gas exploration requires extensive high-tech 

capabilities and entails huge financial resources. The initial exploratory 

efforts resulted in failure for deep sea exploration. 
 

*Question No. 49 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada: 

  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 11:50 AM) QID: 38495 
 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state the 

progress made on Mohmand and Diamir Bhasha Dam until now 
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with separate details indicating the projected date of completion 

for each one? 

 

 Mr. Moonis Elahi: The progress made on Mohmand and Diamer 

Basha Dam Projects alongwith scheduled completion is as under: 

 

 Mohmand Dam Project:  
 

 • The construction activities on Mohmand Dam Hydropower 

commenced on 20-09-2019 and overall physical progress 

achieved so far is 13.43% 
 

 • The project is scheduled to be completed by December, 2025. 

 

 Diamer Basha Dam Project:  
 

 • The construction activities on Diamer Basha Dam project 

commenced on 07-08-2020 and overall physical progress 

achieved so far is 5.53% 
 

 • The project is scheduled to be completed by February, 2029. 

 

*Question No. 50 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan: 

  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 2:40 PM) QID: 38443 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state 

whether there is any proposal under consideration for establishing 

a sub-division of IESCO at Sagri, District Rawalpindi, if so, details 

thereof, indicating also tentative time frame thereof? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: Yes, the proposal was 

materialized with the approval of BoD along with 16 other Sub-divisions. 

However, the Sub-Division was not activated till date due to acute 

shortage of staff as IESCO is presently functioning with 64% occupancy 

of staff. The sub-division will be activated soon after fresh recruitment. 

 

*Question No. 51 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 

  (Notice Received on 23/11/2021 at 10:00 AM) QID: 38135 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that domestic consumers in Batch 13 

GEPCO Sub-Division Wazirbad-I have been charged arrears 
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in electricity bills during the months of June and July, 2021 

despite having paid their bills, if so, the lists indicating the 

domestic consumers who were charged arrears and those who 

received correct bills for the month of June and July, 2021; and  

 

 (b) the total volume of amount credited against correct bills 

during the said billing months? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Yes, some detection bills 

were issued to doubtful consumers of Batch 13 of Sub-Division 

Wazirabad-I during the month of June and July, 2021 which have been 

paid by them. Detail is as under:- 
 

 
 

 Detail of consumers who got their bills corrected during the 

months of June and July, 2021 for the Batch 13 of the said Sub-Division is 

as under:- 

 
 

 (b) Total volume of amount credited against corrected bills during 

the month of June & July, 2021. 
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*Question No. 53 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada: 

  (Notice Received on 24/11/2021 at 2:40 PM) QID: 38424 
 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to 

state: 
 

 (a) whether it is a fact that a proposed  Saudi Funded Oil refinery 

was shifted from Gwadar to Karachi, if so, the current status 

thereof; and  
 

 (b) the tentative duration of the completion of said refinery with 

the estimated economic impacts in term of oil prices and 

generation of employment opportunities in Pakistan? 
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 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) The proposed Saudi 
Aramco refinery has not been shifted to Karachi. Two locations, Gwadar 
and Hub, were considered in the project’s pre-feasibility study which was 
conducted by the consultant M/s Advisian. Hub was selected based on its 
economic viability and technical feasibility due to its close proximity to 
KPT and requiring considerably lesser distance for deep-water SPM as 
compared to that for Gwadar. 
 

 Currently, there is no progress on the project. Saudi Aramco 
Steering Committee’s last meeting was held in July, 2020, where the view 
was expressed that due to global economic slowdown and poor project 
economics, the decision to proceed with the project will be a challenge. 
 

 It is suggested to take the project forward to the next step by re-
engaging the Government of Saudi Arabia under the new Oil Refinery 
Policy 2021, incentivizing the project economics for revival of investor’s 
depleted interest in the project. 
 

 Timeline will be determined after re-engagement between the 
respective governments on the project. The project will take almost 5 
years to commission if resumed immediately. 
 

 (b) Pakistan is currently a net importer of refined oil products, 
meeting 70% of its gasoline and 50%, of its diesel demand through imports. 
With a refinery capacity of 300-400 kbpd, the said project will optimize 
the country’s oil supply chain and reduce its import bill considerably 
(roughly by up, to USD 450 million per annum), and create direct and 
indirect employment opportunities along-with other considerable benefits. 
 

*Question No. 54 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

  (Notice Received on 25/11/2021 at 11:55 AM) QID: 38585 
 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to 
state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that the scheme for the provision of gas to 
Lower Dir, Khyber Pakthunkhwa has been completed, if so, 
the details indicating the period during which gas pipeline 
was laid and expenditure incurred thereon; and 

 

 (b) the details of all completed and ongoing projects for supply of 
gas initiated since 2015 in the said locality? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Yes, it is a fact that 25 
localities have been gasified to the tune of sanctioned amount of Rs. 1342 
million, through laying of 361 Kms during last ten years in District Lower 
Dir. Details are attached as Annex-I. 
 

 (b) The details of completed and on-going projects approved 

since 2015 are attached as Annex-II. 
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*Question No. 55 Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen: 

  (Notice Received on 25/11/2021 at 12:00 PM) QID: 38519 

 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased  to state  the 

details of projects relating to water resources in Federal PSDP for 

the province of Balochistan executed during the last 10 years with 

annual detail along with funds allocated and released for each 

project thereof, indicating progress on all  such ongoing and 

completed projects? 

 

 Mr. Moonis Elahi: The Ministry of Water Resources is a newly 

created Ministry, which was established after bifurcation of Ministry of 

Water & Power into Water Resources Division and Power Division in 

August 2017. The projects in the Balochistan are being executed 

through Water and Power Development Authority (an attached 

department of the Ministry), and Irrigation and Public Health 

Engineering Departments of Government of Balochistan. The year-wise 

details of projects executed by WAPDA and Balochistan Province for 

past ten years are at Annex-A&B. 
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*Question No. 56 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 

  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 11:15 AM) QID: 38526 

 

Will the Minister for Law and Justice be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to install a fully automated, digitized e-court 

system in Pakistan, if so  details thereof; and 

 

 (b) whether any project / fund  have been allocated under the 

current PSDP for installing such digitized infrastructure in 

our courts, if so,  details thereof? 

 

 Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem: (a) Ministry of Law and 

Justice has initiated a process to Automate the following processes of the 

Federal Courts / Tribunals: 

 

 • Online Cause list generation 

 • Online Case Status 

 • Maintaining of Case History 

 • Judgments 

 • Scheduled SMS alert system to inform litigants and lawyers 

regarding the fixation of their case in Courts / Tribunals on 

the basis of court decision 

 • Email alert system regarding the fixation of cases in the Court 

to the litigants and Lawyer 

 

 Reports 

 

 • Daily, Weekly, monthly and yearly report generation of 

Judicial member 

 • Archiving of paper book (Order Sheet, Challan, Charge Sheet, 

FIR, Case file etc.) 

 • Case status wise generation of reports 
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 In the first phase, Case Flow Management System (CFMS) has 

been developed and deployed at Federal Courts / Tribunals located at 

Federal Courts Complex G-11/1 and G-10, Islamabad. A public interface 

has been developed to facilitate the litigants and lawyers in accessing their 

case related documents/ information. 

 

 In Phase-II, CFMS is being replicated in 176 Federal Courts / 

Tribunals across the Country, with an additional facility of Video link 

between all Courts and the Central Jails of the 16 major cities of Pakistan. 

Subsequently, e-court system will be implemented. 

 

 (b) Funds for the projects have been allocated in current PSDB- 

(2021-22) of Ministry of Law and Justice as per detail given below:  

 

 i. Automation of Federal Court (Phase-I) 

Rs. 5 million 

(Likely to be completed by 31-12-2021) 

 

 ii. Automation of Federal Courts (Phase-II) 

Rs. 215.401 million 

 

*Question No. 57 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 11:50 AM) QID: 38286 

 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state the 

salient features of Mohmand Dam as compared to other dams in 

the country including projected cost, capacity of storage and 

production etc.? 

 

 Mr. Moonis Elahi: The salient features of Mohmand Dam as 

compared to other dams in the country including project cost, capacity of 

storage and production etc. is attached at Annex-A. 
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*Question No. 58 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed: 

  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 4:30 PM) QID: 38451 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:  

 

 (a) the number of Renewable Energy projects initiated by 

Pakistan from 2018 to 2021 indicating the number of projects 

completed so far; 

 

 (b) the areas  that have been identified for production of 

Renewable Energy ; and  

 

 (c) the estimated cost of energy  being produced through 

completed Renewable Energy project? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) AEDB is pursuing the 

development of RE based power generation projects under the 

Government’s policies through private sector investors on IPP mode. 

Several RE projects, initiated under the RE Policy 2006, were not able to 

proceed with their development due to restrictions imposed vide decisions 

taken by CCOE dated 12th December, 2017. Under the vision of the 

current Government to exploit clean energy resources and increase the 

share of ARE in the energy mix, the CCOE vide its decision in case 

No. CCE-12/04/2019(V) dated February 27, 2019 allowed implementation 

of projects that had already achieved significant milestones of project 

development by placing them into three categories. 

 

  Category-I: 19 projects of 531 MW that have already been 

issued Letter of Support (LOS) subject to revision of tariff in 

case tariff determination has been done since more than one 

year or if the tariff validity period has lapsed. 

 

  Category-II: 24 projects of 1339 MW that have acquired tariff 

and generation license subject to revision of tariff in case 

tariff determination has been done since more than one year 

or if the tariff validity period has lapsed. 

 

  Category-III: 107 projects of 6557 MW cumulative capacity 

holding LOIs to be allowed to proceed ahead after becoming 

successful in a competitive bidding to be undertaken as per 

demand communicated by NTDC. 
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 All of the above mentioned RE projects are being facilitated by 

AEDB for their development as per the criterion set by the CCoE. 

Amongst them: 
 

  Two (02) wind power projects of 100 MW cumulative 

capacity have already been completed. 
 

  Ten (10) wind power projects with a cumulative capacity of 

510 MW have been facilitated to achieve financial closing 

and are currently under construction. 
 

  AEDB has also facilitated Four (04) solar power projects of 

250 MW cumulative capacity to achieve financial closing and 

the same are also under construction. 

  

 (b) The wind and solar maps of Pakistan, developed by ESMAP/ 

World Bank through ground-based resource assessment show wind and 

solar potential in several parts of the country. The World Bank has also 

recently carried out the Pakistan RE Locational Study that identifies the 

potential sites for solar and wind that are found to be technically feasible 

for grid integration for the following scenarios, subject to some 

recommended gird reinforcements in short and medium term and new grid 

infrastructure in the long term: 

 

 i. Short Term Scenario  Year 2023 

 ii. Medium Term Scenario  Year 2025 

 iii. Long Term Scenario  Year 2030 

 

 The list of the areas identified by the RE Locational Study is 

attached at Annex-I. 

 

 (c) The tariffs approved by NEPRA for the projects completed 

since 2018 are as follows:- 
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*Question No. 59 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand: 

  (Notice Received on 30/11/2021 at 10:07 AM) QID: 38546 
 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the ratio of demand and supply of electricity in the country at 

present; and 
 

 (b) the demand of electricity in erstwhile FATA and the quantum 

of electricity being supplied to it at present with Agency / 

region wise break-up? 
 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) At present, ratio of 

Demand and Supply in the country as per NTDC System, is attached as 

Annexure-I. 
 

 (b) At present, District-wise supply of electricity in TESCO is as 

under: 
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*Question No. 60 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand: 

  (Notice Received on 30/11/2021 at 10:07 AM) QID: 38547 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) the steps being taken by the Government to control the gas 

shortage in the country; and 

 

 (b) whether any new licenses have been issued for exploration of 

gas in the country during the last one year, if so, the details 

and present status of the same? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) The gas demand increases 

manifolds during winter season due to enhanced gas consumption with use 

of geysers and room heaters. On the other hand, input from indigenous gas 

fields is continuously on decline due to natural depletion of the existing 

gas fields. This increased consumption, especially by the high priority 

domestic sector, widens the supply / demand gap. The difference of total 

demand viz available indigenous gas is bridged through diversion of 

RLNG, so as to meet additional demand of domestic sector. 

 

 Sui Companies are likely to face a serious challenge of supply-

demand imbalance during winter. Low pressure issues may however, 

surface during peak winter days especially in the areas at tail, ends of gas 

distribution network. Sui Companies’ field team shall remain vigilant and 

available around the clock to address low pressure issues, if any. 

 

 The Government shall however, endeavor to supply gas to all the 

sectors especially to high priority domestic and commercial sectors. 

 

 (b) Ministry of Energy (Petroleum Division) has granted thirteen 

(13) Exploration License during the Current Calendar Year-2021. The 

detail is placed at (Annexure-I). 
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*Question No. 61 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand: 

  (Notice Received on 1/12/2021 at 9:30 AM) QID: 38559 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division)be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) the number of NOCs  / Licenses for establishment of RLNG 

based CNG stations issued by OGRA during the last three 

years; and 

 

 (b) whether it is a fact that OGRA requires applicant to have 

Rs. 40 million balance in Bank account for issuance of the 

said license, if so, the reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Oil & Gas Regulatory 

Authority (OGRA) has informed that Fifteen (15) CNG Provisional 

Licenses has been issued by OGRA so far for establishment of new CNG 

stations on RLNG basis, country-wide, subsequent to issuance of GoP’s 

policy guidelines regarding lifting of moratorium on issuance of new CNG 

Licenses on RLNG basis, conveyed vide Ministry of Energy letter dated 

23-10-2020 (Annex-I). 

 

 (b) Yes, whereas, Rule-5 of CNG (Production & Marketing) 

Rules, 1992 obligate OGRA to issue CNG licenses only to technical and 

financial competent applicants. In light thereof, OGRA Authority decides 

that applicant intended to acquire new CNG license, needs to furnish bank 

account statement with a balance amount of Rs. 40 Million for the same. 
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*Question No. 62 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 

  (Notice Received on 1/12/2021 at 9:35 AM) QID: 38563 
 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to invest in Eco-friendly renewable energy 

technologies in Pakistan, if so the details thereof; and 
 

 (b) the steps taken by the Alternative Energy Development Board 

(AEDB) and Pakistan Council of Renewable Energy 

Technologies (PCRET) to provide energy source which are 

Eco-friendly? 
 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Alternative Energy 

Development Board (AEDB) is pursuing the development of Alternative 

& Renewable Energy (ARE) based power generation projects under the 

Government’s policies through private sector investors on IPP mode. A 

total of 40 ARE based projects of 2024 MW cumulative capacity are 

operational that include: 
 

  Twenty-six (26) wind power projects of 1335 MW. 

  Six (06) solar projects of 430 MW. 

  Eight (08) sugar mill-based bagasse co-generation projects of 

259.1 MW. 
 

 Furthermore, ten (10) wind and four (04) solar power projects of 

760 MW cumulative capacity are under construction. 
 

 The Government has approved a new ARE Policy 2019. The 

policy aims at creating a conducive environment supported by a robust 

framework for the sustainable growth of ARE Sector in Pakistan. The 

GOP’s strategic objectives of energy security, affordability of electricity, 

availability for all, environmental protection, sustainable development, 

social equity and mitigation of climate change will further be harnessed 

under the ARE Policy 2019. 
 

 (b) AEDB is actively pursuing the promotion and development of 

ARE technologies for power generation in line with the Government’s 

vision to diversify its energy mix. Generation of cheap electricity utilizing 

indigenous renewable energy resources including wind, solar, waste-to-

energy, biomass etc. is amongst the top priorities of the Government. 

Significant measures to promote the development of renewable energy-
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based power projects have been taken by the Government. Some of the 

initiatives / measures taken are as follows: 
 

 1. New Alternative & Renewable Energy Policy (ARE Policy 

2019) has been approved by the CCI targeting a higher share 

ARE technologies in the energy mix of 20% by 2025 and 

30% by 2030. The policy has an enhanced scope and includes 

all types of alternative and renewable energy technologies 

including hybrid configurations. The policy focuses on project 

development primarily to competitive bidding on the basis of 

outputs of Indicative Generation Capacity Expansion Plan 

(IGCEP). 
  

 2. Several ARE projects, initiated under the RE Policy 2006, 

were not able to proceed with their development due to 

restrictions imposed vide decisions taken by CCoE dated 

12th December, 2017. Under the vision of the current 

Government to exploit clean energy resources and increase 

the share of ARE in the energy mix, the CCoE vide its decision 

in case No. CCE-12/04/2019(V) dated February 27, 2019 has 

allowed implementation of these projects. Accordingly, 

AEDB is facilitating the projects for their development. 

Amongst them, two (2) wind projects of 100 MW cumulative 

capacity have already achieved Commercial Operation Date 

(COD). Ten (10) wind power projects and four (04) solar 

power projects with a cumulative capacity of 760 MW have 

achieved financial close of their respective projects and are 

under construction. 
 

 3. Request for Proposal (RFP) packages have been developed 

after stakeholder consultation for carrying out competitive 

bidding amongst pipeline wind and solar projects listed under 

Cat-III as per the decisions of the Cabinet Committee on 

Energy (CCoE). The bidding process is planned to be initiated 

in the first quarter of 2022. 
 

 4. A detailed study for analyzing the integration of variable 

renewable energy in the national grid has been carried out 

through World Bank’s support with the objective of 

increasing the share of renewable energy in the energy mix of 

the country. 
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 5. Pakistan Renewable Energy Locational Study has also been 

carried out with the support of World Bank that has the 

objective to identify the most suitable locations for VRE 

deployment in Pakistan to enable an informed strategic 

planning process of the imminent capacity ramp-up. 
 

 6. AEDB has proactively engaged with World Bank for carrying 

out the Pakistan Renewable Energy Competitive Bidding 

Study that will provide strategic analysis and advice to the 

AEDB and other relevant sector agencies on the 

implementation of competitive bidding for the contracting of 

Renewable Energy (RE) capacity to achieve the 2025 and 

2030 targets in line with the Alternative Renewable Energy 

(ARE) Policy 2019. 
  

 7. Apart from large scale RE projects, the Government of 

Pakistan is promoting RE based net-metering installations 

under the NEPRA (Alternative & Renewable Energy) 

Distributed Generation and Net Metering Regulations, 2015. 

As of 31st October, 2021, a total of 16,099 solar based 

net-metering systems have been installed in domestic, 

commercial and industrial sectors with a total cumulative 

capacity of 268.69 M W. 
 

 8. AEDB is carrying out the certification of installers under 

AEDB Certification Regulations to ensure quality of products 

and installations. 
 

 9. With the support of State Bank of Pakistan, a Financing 

Scheme for Renewable Energy has been set in place in order 

to make concessional financing available for broader 

consumer categories and swift implementation. 
 

 10. Feasibility study has been conducted for conversion of gird 

operated tube wells to solar power in Balochistan. 
 

 11. PC-IIs for renewable energy based off-grid electrification 

projects in nine (9) districts of southern Balochistan have 

been developed. 
 

 Pakistan Council for Renewable Energy Technologies (PCRET) is 

establishing solar panel testing facility under a grant aid project from 

Korean International Cooperation Agency amounting to USD 9.5 Million 

and local support of Rs. 71.629 Million through PSDP. 
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 The testing facility will help introduce quality control mechanisms 

for imported and locally manufactured solar panels in collaboration with 

Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA). 
 

*Question No. 63 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 

  (Notice Received on 2/12/2021 at 10:45 AM) QID: 38572 
 

Will the Minister for Human Rights be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) the details / findings of a report compiled by the Ministry of 

HR titled, “Plight of Women of Pakistan`s Prisons,” on 

August 26, 2020; and 
 

 (b) the steps being taken by the Government to address the issues 

of women prisoners in the light of the report? 
 

 Dr. Shireen M. Mazari: (a) Ministry of Human Rights has 

compiled a report “Plight of Women in Pakistan’s Prisons” during August, 

2020. A Committee was constituted by the Prime Minister on 29th May, 

2020 taking into account the plight of the female prisoners, whether 

convicted or awaiting trial, in overall context of gender biasness prevalent 

in the society at large and issues associated therewith. The Committee 

comprised Federal Minister for Human Rights as Chairperson and the 

Secretary MoHR as its Secretary, while Secretary, Interior, Home 

Secretaries and the Inspectors-General of Prisons of the four provinces & 

GB, Executive Director of Justice Project Pakistan Ms. Sarah Belal, and 

lawyer Haya Zahid were included as its members. 
 

 In the light of detailed assessment carried out, the said report 

indicates the following findings/recommendations: 
 

 i. Fast-tracking the revision of Prison Rules. 

 ii. Reducing the Under-Trial Prisoner population. 

 iii. Development of sentencing alternatives. 

 iv. Development of Post Release programmes. 

 v. Combating issues of mental health. 

 vi. Training of Staff. 

 vii. Strengthen Educational and Rehabilitation Programmes. 

 viii. Review individual cases of human rights violations & 

humanitarian needs. 

 

 The details of the findings/recommendations are at Annexure-A. 
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 (b) The Government of Pakistan is committed to improve the 

treatment of women in prisons in the country and started a much-needed 

process of systematic, large-scale prison reforms. In this regard, the 

findings of report i.e. “Plight of Women in Pakistan’s Prisons” were 

shared with the Prisons Department of all Provinces regarding steps taken 

to address the issues of women prisoners. The steps taken by the 

provincial prisons departments on the recommendations has been received 

from the IGs Prisons of all prisons. The details is as under: 
 

 i. The Punjab Government decided to enact Punjab Prisons and 

Prisoners Act, 2020 and update Pakistan Prison Rules, 1978. 

Sindh has promulgated a new Act and rules called Sindh 

Prisons & Correctional Service Act & Rules-2019 which are 

based on the best international practices / standards set for the 

management of prisons facilities and the treatment of prisons 

in “Nelson Mandela UN’s Rules”. The KP government has 

made amendments in section 59 of Prison Act, 1894 regarding 

protection of prisoners and Prisons property /staff, 

establishment of prison industry, raising and maintenance of 

prisons welfare fund and Prisons Welfare Fund Rules are in 

process in Home Department. In Balochistan, with the 

collaboration of UNODC the Prison Department is working 

on legislative reforms and to review the existing prison & 

prisoners Act and Rules. The draft of new Balochistan’s 

Prisons Act and Correctional Services have been prepared. 
 

 ii. Regarding reducing of the under-trial population in jails, the 

Punjab Government planned to establish five new jails i.e. 

District jail Lodhran, Sub jail, Sumundari, Sub Jail, Pindi 

Bhattian and Sub jail, Gojra having accumulative designed 

capacity for 2518 Prisoners, which will reduce the 

overcrowding. In Sindh there is a separate prisons/facility for 

women prisoners at each Divisional Headquarters viz: 

Karachi, Hyderabad, Sukkur and Larkana and the population 

of women prisoners confined in these prisons is less than the 

authorized capacity. In KP, under trial Prisoners are 76% of 

the total population in the Jails of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 

population of UT Prisoners is directly proportional to 

conviction rate of courts. 
 

 iii. The Punjab government has promulgated the Punjab 

Probation and Parole Services Act and constituted the parole 
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Board to scrutinize the eligible prisoners. Like this the KP 

Government has also taken non-custodial arrangements, 

whereas Sindh and Balochistan have not provided the 

information. 
 

 iv. Regarding the post release programs, the Provincial 

Governments i.e. Sindh has notified Prison Policy Board and 

Prison Management Board. The KP Prison Department 

purchased the books and exempted the prisoners from board 

fees, as well as established prison industries. 
 

 v. In Punjab, the prisoners who are diagnosed with severe 

mental illness are shifted to Punjab Institute of Mental Health 

in conformity with the procedure stipulated in Rule 444 of 

Pakistan Prison Rules, 1978. In Sindh, the separate women 

Medical Officer are posted at all women prisons/ facilities to 

provide them medical facilities. The KP Government has 

made segregation arrangements for mentally challenged 

prisoners as well as training sessions have been conducted for 

handling of mentally challenged prisoners. The Balochistan 

Government with the help of WHO and Balochistan 

psychiatric Institute Prison Department initiating a pilot 

project for visual online mental health care clinic at District 

prison Quetta in first phase and plan to extended the same in 

remaining prisons 
 

 vi. Total 793 officers and 13461 officials of Punjab Prisons 

completed various training courses from the different training 

institutes. Total 85 numbers of officers of Punjab Prisons 

attended the International Correctional Management Training 

Center (ICMTC) Colorodo, USA. Moreover, in Sindh, 55 

prison officer including women staff has got training from 

Colorado, USA. In KPK, 778 Watch & Ward Staff trained 

under the ADP Scheme “Capacity Building of Staff in various 

Jails in KP Prison Department. However, the Balochistan is in 

process to carry-out the trainings. 
 

 vii. In Punjab and Sindh, the education facilities from primary to 

degree level is provided to women prisoners confined in the 

prisons of province besides that, vocational training / 

programmes i.e. Computer Literacy Beautician, Tailoring & 

Sewing Courses, English Language Courses and embroidery 
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are provided to women prisoners to reduce criminal 

recidivism and enhance social reintegration after release from 

the prison. The Balochistan, the female teachers have been 

appointed to apart the education to female prisoners. The KP 

has initiated 115 vocational skills programs for women 

prisoners also. 
 

Annexure-A 
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*Question No. 64 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

  (Notice Received on 2/12/2021 at 11:55 AM) QID: 38605 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Divsion) be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that the wooden channels on the electricity 

poles from Bandi Parao to Chumb village, on the  the main 

electricity transmission line from Tehsil Ogi, District 

Mansehra to District Turghar, are in very poor condition; 

and 

 

 (b) whether there is any proposal under consideration to replace 

those dilapidated wooden channels, if so, tentative deadline 

for replacement of the same, if not, reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) Yes, it is fact that some 

wooden cross arms installed on the 11kV Darband feeder / electricity 

poles from Bandi Parao to Chumb village are in dilapidated condition. 

 

 (b) After completion of the ongoing preventive maintenance 

work on the other 11kV Shergarh feeder, which is already in progress, the 

maintenance work will also be undertaken on the said 11kV Darband 

feeder and these wooden cross arms as pointed out by honorable Senator, 

will be replaced by the end of January, 2022. 

 

*Question No. 65 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed: 

  (Notice Received on 2/12/2021 at 12:15 PM) QID: 38473 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) the total number of bids, the Ministry of has called for, for the 

supply of LNG cargoes for  winter season (December 21 and 

January22); 

 

 (b) the details of contracts awarded against the approved bids; 

and 
 

 (c) the steps taken by the Ministry for un-interrupted supply of 

gas to commercial and domestic consumers during the winter 

season? 
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 Mr. Muhammad Hammad Azhar: (a) There are two SOEs (i.e. 

PSO and PLL) engaged in LNG importers in the Country. PSO has mainly 

undergone long term LNG Contracts for import of LNG, whereas PLL has 

long term contracts as well as it imports LNG on spot purchases to meet 

additional demand in the country. 

 

 PLL initiated a tender on 10th September 2021 for procurement of 

spot cargoes to be delivered in December 2021 and January 2022 as per 

PPRA Rules. No bid was received against any delivery window of 

December 2021 or January 2022 by the closing date, which was mainly 

due to extremely volatile market and 15 days bid validity as required 

under PPRA Rules.  

 

 (b) As no bid was received, therefore, no contract has been 

awarded by PLL for the said months (December, 21 – January, 22).  

 

 (c) There is consistent gap in demand and supply of gas. The 

same is met through imported gas. During the ensuing winter, the gap in 

demand and supply shall be managed in accordance with approved priority 

order as under; 

 

 1. Domestic and commercial. 

 2. Power Sector, Zero rated General Industry. 

 3. General Industrial, Fertilizer & Captive Power. 

 4. Cement Sector including its Captive Power. 

 5. CNG Sector.  

  

 From the above priority order its becomes clear that the domestic 

and the commercial sectors get the most priority for the supply of gas. 

 

*Question No. 66 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed: 

  (Notice Received on 3/12/2021 at 9:30 AM) QID: 38469 

 

Will the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that the Election Commission of Pakistan 

has recently identified irregularities in voter list of more than 

56 constituencies of the National Assembly of Pakistan; 
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 (b) if so, the reasons of the said irregularities recovered during  

the investigations carried out  in this regard; and 

 

 (c) the steps being  taken to ensure that  such irregularities do 

not occur in future in the preparation of voters lists and  

delimitation of constituencies? 

 

 Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan: (a) No. 

 

       (b & c)  No reasons or steps are required, in view of (a). Clear reply 

of ECP is annexed (Annex-I). 

 

Annex-I 
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*Question No. 67 Senator Syed Ali Zafar: 

  (Notice Received on 8/12/2021 at 12:01 PM) QID: 38279 

 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state the 

details of the ongoing projects for construction/maintenance of 

water reservoirs in the country indicating also their impacts on the 

overall availability of water in the country? 

 

 Mr. Mooonis Elahi: To enhance the current storage capacity / 

water availability of the country, WAPDA is focusing on development of 

new water storage reservoirs and has declared this decade as “Decade of 

Dams”, under which includes the following:  

 

 
 

 Besides above, the MoWR is sponsoring 48 No. of small dams and 

medium water storage reservoir in the country with an estimated water 

storage capacity of these reservoir as 3.86 MAF which will make the same 

amount of water available for irrigating 1,350,952 acres of land (Annex-I) 
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*Question No. 68 Senator Syed Ali Zafar: 

  (Notice Received on 8/12/2021 at 12:02 PM) QID: 38263 

 

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state 

the details of steps taken / being taken by the Government to 

enhance the system of transmission lines in the country? 

 

 Reply not received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

the 13th January, 2022 Secretary. 
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