
1 

(317th Session) 
 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 
 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 
 

Tuesday, the 4th January, 2022 
 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 
 

Questions Nos. 13, 46, 48, 49, 54, 55, 62, 74, 75, 76, 117, 118, 120 and 
137 were deferred on 19th November, 2021 (315th Session) 

  
(Def.) *Question No. 13 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 

 (Notice Received on 23/04/2021 at 11:45 PM) QID: 37847 
 
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state: 

   
 (a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan is one of top countries 

worldwide with a heavy burden of tobacco-related diseases as 
per the latest report of World Health Organization, if so, the 
details thereof; 

  
 (b) whether, the Federal Government has estimated the average 

death toll due to tobacco-related diseases in the country, if so, 
details thereof; and  

 
 (c)   the steps taken/being taken by the Government for early 

detection, treatment and creation of awareness about such 
diseases in the country and controlling the  availability of 
tobacco products?    

  
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: (a) World Health Organization, Pakistan Country office 
informed that there is no such report recently published, which says that 
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Pakistan is one of the top countries worldwide with a heavy burden of 
tobacco related diseases. 
 
 However, according to Global Burden of Disease Study, (2019) the 
prevalence of various Non-Communicable Diseases in Pakistan, such as 
cardiovascular diseases and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Diseases was 
8628,206 and 6,085,677 cases respectively. Both of them are the leading 
diseases as a result of excessive use of tobacco or tobacco related products. 
 
 It is also pertinent to mention that Tobacco is not the only risk 
factor for such diseases, there are other risk factors which contributes to 
the burden of diseases, which are Unhealthy diet, harmful use of alcohol, 
physical Inactivity and air pollution 
 
 Risk factor Attribution 
 

(i) In Pakistan, % of tobacco that serves as risk factor attribution 
for Cardiovascular diseases in both sexes and all ages in 2019 
were 19.01% that contributes to 22.73% of total deaths 

 
(ii) % of tobacco that serves as risk factor attribution for Chronic 

Respiratory Disease in both sexes and all ages in 2019 were 
44.63 % that contributes to 5.52 % of total deaths 

 
(iii) % of tobacco that serves as risk factor attribution for 

neoplasm in both sexes and all ages in 2019 were 19.42 % 
that contributes to 11.98 % of total deaths 

 
 (b) According to Global Burden of Disease Study (2019), 
estimated death toll caused by factors attributable to tobacco is 163,671.54 
in Pakistan. 
 
 (c) Steps for Early Detection, Treatment & creation of awareness 
of Non-Communicable Diseases: 
 

(i) NCDs related interventions have been prioritized and 
included in the National Universal Health Coverage Benefit 
Package, which is also adopted by the provinces in their own 
context. These interventions will be made available at primary 
health care level and first level care facilities. This will enable 
early detection and management of such diseases. 
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(ii) This Ministry from time to time has taken certain measures to 
raise awareness to reduce tobacco use on social media, 
through PTA and mass media campaigns (subject to 
availability of funds ) 

 
(iii) During Covid-19, mobile phone messages were sent through 

PTA informing about harmful effects of tobacco use on health 
 
(iv) 1st Ramadan 2021 was announced as National Quit day and 

awareness messages were disseminated through social media 
and websites 

 
(v) Special Khutba on Jumattulwida for tobacco use and Islamic 

teaching was given in Islamabad and some other major cities 
 
(vi) The World No Tobacco day was observed on 31-05-21 and a 

number of activities were undertaken by the Ministry of 
NHSR&C: 

 
(i) Signing of -LOU with Pakistan Red Crescent Society for 

joining hands to raise awareness 
 
(ii) Arranged an awareness raisin of Walk/cycling event in 

Islamabad 
 
(iii) Activity with Traffic Police to create awareness among 

the citizens 
 
(iv) Recently Safa Gold Mall, Trail 4 and other such places 

have been declared smoke free 
 
(v) Tobacco Cessation clinics are already working in NIRM 

and PIMS, one more clinic have been established at “The 
Diabetes Centre” a private organization. There are more 
to be established 

 
 Controlling the availability of tobacco products 
 

(i)  Pictorial health warnings have been issued for cigarette packs 
and the size of new warning has been increased from 50% to 
60% of the outside of the cigarette packs. According to 
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WHO‟s latest report, Pakistan ranks 50th globally and 5th in 
Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) and is one of the 
highest achieving countries in 2018 for using Graphic health 
warnings on tobacco product packages 

 
(ii) Ministry sent a strong recommendations to Finance Division, 

in May 2021 for raise in Federal Excise Duty on cigarettes, as 
it is globally evident that increase in taxes on cigarette 
decrease the sale or demand 

 
(iii) In May 2021, The (Punjab) Tobacco Vender Act 1958 has 

been launched by the Excise and Taxation department in 
Islamabad. All venders will be issued license and point of sale 
will be monitored. 

 
(iv) To control Tobacco Advertising, Promotions & advertising 

(TAPS), new SRO was issued in 2020 
 
(v) To control and prevent sale of loose cigarette SRO was issued 

in 2018 
 
(vi) The implementation of laws for Tobacco products control lies 

with the provincial authorities. This Ministry coordinates with 
provinces for implementation. In Islamabad, Deputy 
Commissioner Office acts as a coordination Cell and regular 
meetings are done. 

 
(Def.) *Question No. 46 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 
 (Notice Received on 10/06/2021 at 3:10 PM) QID: 37942 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that around 
300,000 recipients of the first dose of Covid vaccine have not taken 
second dose of the vaccine in the country, if so, the steps taken by 
the Government for identification of the recipients of first dose and 
application of second dose / jab to the said recipients? 

 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: Vaccination started within the country in a phased manner 
since February 2021, till date 24th December 2021 a total of 145,453,360 



5 

doses have been administered out of which 63,382,390 people are fully 
vaccinated and 90,529,877 are partially vaccinated (received first dose). 
 
 The administration of the second dose is an ongoing process as per 
standard gap of 28 days between two doses for all types of vaccines. The 
message for the second dose is sent to every citizen automatically 48/24 
hours before the due date from 1166. The exact number and details of the 
recipients from their registration to the administration is tracked through 
National Immunization Management System NIMS, which is developed 
and hosted by NADRA. 
 
 The Government of Pakistan, has imposed strict restrictions from 
1st October 2021, in order to ensure complete vaccination, to the non-
vaccinated/ partially vaccinated individuals in many sectors including 
travelling, shopping, gatherings and school jobs etc. 
 
 To facilitate and ensure administration of second dose of 
COVID 19 to all eligible recipients GOP has taken following measures 
across the country; 
 

1. Drive through facilities 

2. Mass vaccination centres 

3. Walk in facilities for the ease of the citizens  

4. SOPs/guidelines available on national dashboard 

5. Awareness campaigns to highlight the importance of getting 
the second dose and the process of doing so. These campaigns 
are carries out in conjunction with the NCOC, Ministry of 
Information and broadcasting, UN agencies (such as WHO & 
UNICEF) and community service organizations, including; 

• Regular press briefing by SAPM Health and Co-Chair 
NCOC 

• Social media advertisements reaching up to 85% of the 
population on Facebook 

• TV advertisements is being used to avert refusals 
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• Ring back tones heard by every Pakistani with an active 
mobile phone 

• Public service messages on radio 

• Distribution of flayers at the grassroots level 

• Social mobilization activities as in-built part of “Reach 
Every Door Campaign” in Punjab and other intensified 
outreach COVID-19 vaccination drives in rest of the 
provinces, are focusing on finding partially vaccinated 
individuals and students to complete their vaccination 
accordingly. 

(Def.) *Question No. 48 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 
 (Notice Received on 4/10/2021 at 11:25 AM) QID: 37756 
          

Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) whether it is fact that Higher Education Commission grants 
Degree Equivalence Certificate to Doctor of Education (EdD) 
with PhD, if so, details of terms and conditions thereof and if 
not, reasons thereof; 

 
 (b) whether it is also a fact that a large number of applications 

for grant of Degree Equivalence Certificate to Doctor of 
Education (EdD) are lying pending with Higher Education 
Commission, if so, details of each pending case and reasons 
thereof; and 

 
 (c) the steps being taken by the Higher Education Commission 

for earlier grant of Degree Equivalence Certificate to those 
applicants? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) Higher Education Commission 
(HEC) recognizes Doctor of Education (EdD) Degree awarded by any 
University/ chartered Institution/ accredited in its country of origin as 
equivalent to corresponding PhD degree. Further, status of any foreign 
qualification is determined on individual basis, keeping in view education 
system of respective country, and after submission of details on HEC 
online application form. 
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 (b) No, there is no pending request in HEC at the moment. 
 
 (c) Not applicable in view of the para (b) above. 
 
(Def.) *Question No. 49 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 
 (Notice Received on 4/10/2021 at 11:25 AM) QID: 37757 
         

Will the Minister for Federal Education Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is a fact that both public and private sector 

universities in the country are short of PhD qualified 
faculties, if so, the details of prescribed criteria of teacher-
student ratio for running PhD programs in the public and 
private sector universities in Pakistan indicating also the 
number of universities observing the same and universities 
facing shortage of PhD faculties; 

  
 (b) whether it is also a fact that a large number of PhD qualified 

scholars are jobless in the country at present, if so, the details 
of registered jobless PhD scholars in the country at present; 
and 

 
 (c) the steps being taken by the Higher Education Commission 

for implementation of student-teacher ratio for PhD programs 
in public and private universities in the country through 
provision of jobs to PhD qualified scholars in the faculties? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) At least three (3) full-time faculty 
members having PhD degrees in the relevant field are required in the 
department offering the PhD program, and a faculty member holding PhD 
may supervise a maximum of five (5) PhD students at a time. 
 
 A consolidated list containing the names of the University, Sector 
(Public/Private), Province/Region, Discipline, total number of PhD 
required, total number of PhD existing, and Shortage/Surplus of academic 
staff is attached at Annex-I. 
 
 Higher Education Commission (HEC) is striving hard to enhance 
the quality of education in the Pakistani Higher Educational Institutions 
(HEls), for that purpose HEC is following rigorous monitoring 
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mechanisms to ensure implementation of different policies including 
teacher-students ratio for PhD Programs. In this regard up till now 119 
HEls have been visited that include 68 Public Sector Universities and 51 
Private Sector Universities. In these 119 HEls, 869 PhD Programs were 
reviewed out of these 641 programs were meeting the Teacher-student 
ratio whereas remaining 228 were not meeting the required standards 
including teacher-student ratio, therefore, these programs were stopped. 
 
 (b) HEC established an electronical-portal to compile data of PhD 
degree holders for seeking employment opportunities across the country in 
August 2018 (http://eportal.hec.gov.pk). A total of six hundred forty two 
(642) PhD scholars registered with HEC. Out of 642 unemployed PhDs, 
358 PhDs have been provided jobs opportunities under HEC funded 
recurring program captioned “Interim Placement of Fresh PhDs Program 
(IPFP)” as „Assistant Professor‟ for a period of one year against vacant 
positions at Pakistani Public and Private sector universities across the 
country. HEC is vigorously supporting those public and private sector 
universities that have shortage of qualified staff. It is with these relentless 
efforts by HEC that the PhD faculty ratio at Pakistani universities has 
improve from 20% in 2010 to 32 % in 2020. 
 
 (c) For job placement of PhD degree holders at universities, HEC 
has introduced a program „IPFP‟ (Interim Placement of Fresh PhDs) since 
2009. Under the IPFP, host University is expected to advertise vacant 
positions and to extend an equal opportunity of recruitment on merit 
during their one year service. 
 
 The IPFP aims to create opportunities for fresh PhDs to obtain 
academic experience and mentorship, for one year in Higher Education 
Institutions (HEls), post-graduate colleges or public sector R&D 
organizations, prior to their formal entry into the academic job market. 
IPFP Phase-I was launched in 2009. After completion of IPPF Phase-I, 
HEC announced the IPFP Phase-II Batch-I on October/ November, 2019 
through which 493 PhD holders got training for a period of one month 
prior to their placements. So far more than 350 out of those 493 PhD 
holders are placed at HEls as an IPFP Fellow for one year. HEC 
announced IPFP Phase II Batch II on 7th March 2021 again, after a period 
of approximately one year and 3 months in which more than 1000 PhD 
holders have applied. After scrutiny and pre-assessment test, eligible 
applicants will get training for a period of one month and one year 
placements at HEIs. 
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 A total of 4,337 (four thousand three hundred and thirty seven) 
PhDs have been placed at Pakistani Public and Private Sector Universities 
across the country under IPFP during 2009 to 2019 against Phase-I of the 
program and 358 from 2020 to till date in IPFP Phase-II. 
 
 Furthermore, HEC & Rozee.pk have partnered together to create a 
new job portal for PhD Scholars. HEC already uploaded the profile 
information received against „PhD databank‟ for unemployed PhD 
scholars that was launched in August 2018. 
 
 The jobless PhDs have opportunity to register as an unemployed 
PhD on the e-portal that is being used by the various universities and other 
organizations of Pakistan for recruitment. 
 
(Annexure has been pleased on the table of the House as well as library.) 

 
Note: A total of 228 universities (Public and Private) are in the country. The data from 174 universities/DAIs 

have been received. The remaining data is being compiled and will be provided shortly. 

 
(Def.) *Question No. 62 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 
 (Notice Received on 8/10/2021 at 10:00 AM) QID: 38389 
        

 Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 
pleased to state:  

 
 (a) whether it is a fact that the incumbent Government has 

announced “National Agriculture Emergency program” for 
the welfare of farmers, if so, details thereof; and 

 
 (b) the procedure to be followed by the local farmers to avail the 

program? 
 
 Syed Fakhar Imam: (a) There are total 16 projects under National 
Agriculture Emergency Programme for the welfare of farmers with total 
cost of Rs. 84305. 10 million. Following 13 projects are ongoing. 
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 Following 3 projects are also included in PM emergency program 
but yet to be started. 
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 (b) The procedure for local farmers is very easy. Farmers have to 
visit district level office by registering their name in the office. This 
program is well known in the farmers community. The procedure for 
applicants on fisheries sector is on first come first serve basis and the 
procedure to get benefitted for wheat, rice, sugarcane and livestock sector 
is annexed. 
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Annexure 
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(Def.) *Question No. 117 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 
 (Notice Received on 5/10/2021 at 11:10 AM) QID: 38091 
 

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources 
development be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is a fact that there is  declining proportion of 

Pakistanis workforce in the Gulf States; if so, the details 
thereof indicating the country-wise  rate of decline during the 
last 3 years in Gulf region; and  

 
 (b) the steps  being taken by the Government to explore maximum 

employment opportunities for Pakistani workers in the Gulf 
States? 



16 

 Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources 
Development: (a) Pakistani labour force is working and residing across 
the world having majority of concentration in Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries. Since 1971 till 2021 (up to Nov) more than 11.50 
million Pakistan have been registered by Bureau of Emigration and 
Overseas Employment (BE&OE) out of which more than 96% 
concentration of Pakistani workforce is towards GCC countries 
particularly Saudi Arabia and UAE. 
 
 Covid-19 has not only affected manpower export to GCC but a 
significant number of overseas Pakistani workers also returned to Pakistan 
after losing their jobs around the globe. Just prior to the Covid-19 
lockdowns, BE&OE had registered around 60,000 emigrants who could 
not travel due to suspension of flights and travel restrictions imposed by 
foreign countries. Moreover, more than 100,000 permissions accorded by 
BE&OE could not be materialized due to the pandemic. However, due to 
diplomatic efforts and resumption of flights, an increase is seen in the last 
two months of 2021 (October-November) as 24,834 & 42,903 emigrants 
were registered for GCC countries, respectively. 
 

(b) the country wise details of Overseas workers registered during 
last three year to Gulf region is mentioned below:- 
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 (c) MOPHRD has taken several measures to facilitate the migrant 
workers in terms of their return, reintegration and re-employment abroad. 
Embassies and Missions are providing every possible support to stranded 
Pakistanis in coordination with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
MOPHRD. A comprehensive reintegration plan/strategy was developed 
for returnee migrant workers for their reintegration through re-
employment, upskilling/certification and entrepreneurship/social 
inclusion. Some Initiatives of MOPHRD are mentioned below:  
 

• In recent visits of Head of States of KSA, UAE and Qatar, 
Prime Minister of Pakistan especially highlighted the issues of 
Pakistani workforce working in these countries. 

 
• Government of Pakistan is trying its best to get the advantage 

of Qatar‟s labour market. In this regard, diplomatic efforts are 
underway and high level visits are being made to increase the 
quota for Pakistani workers. 

 
• Matter of online linkages with KSA, UAE and Qatar is being 

pursued by MOPHRD/BE&OE. 
 
• Pakistan and UAE have signed an MOU in the field of 

manpower export on 14th June, 2019 to enhance the export of 
manpower and MoU with KSA is recently signed. 

 
• Government of Pakistan and Kuwait signed an agreement on 

Healthcare in July, 2020 which institutionalized recruitment 
of healthcare professionals from Pakistan like Doctors, Nurses 
and Paramedics to work there on regular basis as per 
requirement of Ministry Health of Kuwait. Under the 
agreement, more than 1775 Medical professionals have gone 
to Kuwait through Overseas Employment Corporation (OEC), 
so far. Moreover, MOU between Pakistan and Kuwait 
regarding recruitment of Pakistani Engineers is also in 
pipeline. 

 
• Ministry of OP&HRD has developed the first National 

Emigration & Welfare Policy for Overseas Pakistanis, which 
is at final stages of approval. This policy particularly focuses 
on the rights and protection of migrant workers. 

 
• Government of Pakistan through various national vocational 

and technical institutions like NAVTTC, TEVTAs, Skill 
Development Council (SDC) and Punjab Skill Development 
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Fund (PSDF) conduct and impart different market-based 
training in various fields/trades. 

 
• A high-level committee of all relevant stakeholders including 

technical/vocational institutes under the chairmanship of 
Secretary M/O OP&HRD on skill upgradation had been 
constituted. 
 

• BE&OE shares information (based on the reports received 
from CWAs posted in various countries) with NAVTCC and 
other stakeholders on market trends/job opportunities/required 
skills in various trades for providing market-based training to 
intending emigrants. 
 

(Def.) *Question No. 118 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 
 (Notice Received on 5/10/2021 at 11:10 AM) QID: 38127 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is a fact that the rate of hepatitis in the country is 

one of highest in the world, if so, the steps being taken by the 
Government for establishment of hepatitis screening and 
diagnostic centers across the country; and 

 
 (b) the funds reserved, released and utilized under the head of 

Prime Minister’s program for hepatitis during the last 3 
years? 

 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: (a) Pakistan has all the five types of hepatitis i.e., Hepatitis 
A, B, C, D and E. Hepatitis A and E are food and water borne (transmitted 
Through contaminated food and water) while hepatitis B, C and D are 
blood borne (transmitted through re-use of syringes, unsafe blood 
transfusions, poor infection control in health care settings, reuse of razors 
at barbers‟ shops, ear/nose piercing and tattooing). 
 
 Hepatitis B and C are major causes of disease and deaths in 
Pakistan while hepatitis D is dependent on hepatitis B virus that means 
hepatitis D cannot be caused without having hepatitis B. Hepatitis B and C 
are prevalent in all parts of the country, but hepatitis D is prevalent mostly 
in some pockets of Sindh, Balochistan and Southern part of Punjab. 
Pakistan has a national prevalence of hepatitis B around 1.6% affecting 
almost 3.5 million people and of hepatitis C around 7% affecting almost 
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15 million people nationwide. This makes Pakistan among the  top 
countries with highest disease burden of hepatitis B and C in the world 
(but not the first country)  
  
 * Hepatitis B and D are vaccine preventable, and the 
Government of Pakistan through its Expanded Programme on 
Immunization (EPI) and provincial hepatitis control programmes is 
providing free of cost hepatitis B Virus (HBV) vaccine to the general 
population. While hepatitis C virus (HCV) is not vaccine preventable and 
is the most common type of hepatitis in Pakistan. Therefore, to curb this 
huge disease burden, Government of Pakistan is going to launch a Prime 
Minister‟s (PM) programme for the elimination of HCV infection in the 
country. Since Egypt has reduced its national HCV prevalence drastically, 
therefore, Pakistan would like to learn from the Egyptian experience to 
reduce its HCV disease burden. The Prime Minister‟s programme will 
screen all the eligible population of the country for Hepatitis C and will 
provide free testing and treatment to anti-HCV positive patients. The goal 
of the programme is to eliminate, by 2030, HCV infection from all 
provinces and territories of Pakistan. The programme is not only focused 
on hepatitis C but also caters other types of hepatitis as well through its 
conceptual framework of preventing the infectious diseases. The 
provincial health departments as share to PM‟s HCV elimination 
programme, have committed to design, organize and implement 
preventive programmes in their provinces to focus on preventive 
interventions for the elimination of hepatitis infections. 
 
 (b) The PC-1 of the PM Programme has been developed and 
submitted to Planning Commission for approval, therefore, the Programme 
is not implemented yet but since the devoiution in 2011 the provinces have 
their own hepatitis prevention and control programme with the 
independent PC-1s. These programmes provide free screening, 
vaccination, testing and treatment services all over the country. Ministry 
of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (M/o NHSR& C) 
provide all the technical support and strategic guidance to the provincial 
programmes for standardized hepatitis screening, testing and treatment 
services. Details of PC-1 attached as Annex I. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 120 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq: 
 (Notice Received on 6/10/2021 at 12:10 PM) QID: 38176 
 

Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is fact that Remuneration / stipend is not paid to 

Phd’s attending  National Faculty Development Program / 
training at National Academy of Higher Education , under 
Interim Placement of Fresh PHD`s, for phase-II, Batch-II of 
2021, if so, reasons thereof; and 

 
 (b) whether it is also fact that Phd’s attending aforesaid training 

are attending six days a week training with extended timing 
from 8 am to 7 pm (sometimes 8 pm), if so, steps being taken 
by HEC to aforesaid batch of  Phd’s to fulfill livelihood needs 
of them and their family? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) Yes, it is a fact that stipend is not 
being paid to trainee participants during four (04) weeks online training 
for IPFP (Phase-II Batch II) as per revised policy. However, the stipend 
was included in the previous policy as the program was planned to be 
executed in face to face mode in which fellows were required to arrange 
for their boarding, lodging and food away from their homes. Due to 
COVID-19, the program mode has been changed to online mode and it has 
to be attended by the fellows from their homes, thus there is no provision 
of stipend during 4 weeks of online training, as per revised policy. 
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 (b) Yes, it is a fact that the trainees are attending the training 
sessions six days a week. The training session starts with a Live Webinar 
at 0800 hours, as all the trainers are in different time zones. Each day, 
trainees have to attend synchronous training sessions of four (04) hours, 
where online presence of the trainee participants is mandatory. Moreover, 
another four (04) hours sessions in asynchronous mode for group 
work/assignments which usually ends at 1800 hours. During the training 
session, a lunch break of one hour and two half hour breaks are included 
in the training time. 
  
 As per policy, the program is for the unemployed PhDs or those 
PhDs who have sub-optimum jobs which they are ready to leave for 
getting the one year paid fellowship i.e. placement of one year at HEls. 
According to advertisement of IPFP Fellowship (Phase-II Batch-II), no 
stipend was allowed/mentioned for four (04) weeks online training. 
However, after successful completion of four (04) weeks training period, 
the fellows will receive Rs.100,000/- per month stipend for one year 
during their placement at host HEls. 
 
*Question No. 1 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  
  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 11:50 AM) QID: 38497 
 

Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that illegal fishing by the local and international 
travelers near the coastal areas of Gawadar and Sindh is affecting 
the livelihood of local fishing communities, if so, the steps being 
taken to curb the illegal fishing of local and international travelers 
and facilitation of the local fishermen communities in the said 
coastal areas? 

 
 Syed Ali Haider Zaidi: Territorial waters jurisdiction i.e. up-to 12 
nautical miles from base line is the domain of respective provincial 
government of Sindh and Balochistan. As far as the jurisdiction beyond 12 
Nautical Miles is concerned it rests with the Federal Government. It is 
confirmed that the Federal Government has not issued fishing licenses 
since 2006 for fishing beyond 12 nautical miles. Fishing activities in 
territorial waters are under the jurisdiction of the provincial governments. 
 
*Question No. 2 Senator Mohsin Aziz:  
  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 12:05 PM) QID: 38498 
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Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 12 acre land 
was allocated by Capital Development Authority for extension of 
Federal Government Polyclinic Hospital, if yes, the data of allocation 
and the steps taken / being taken for construction of the same? 

 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: The Government of Pakistan allocated a 5 acres plot in 
G-11/3, Islamabad for construction of 300 bedded hospital, for the 
population of Islamabad along-with its surroundings. The possession of 
plot has already been taken by Federal Government Polyclinic, Post 
Graduate Medical Institute (FGPC) and the payment of dues i.e Rs.43.315 
million has been paid to CDA. 
 

• A feasibility study of said project was undertaken by IDAP 
Lahore with the approval of Federal and provincial Cabinets. 

 
• IDAP has submitted detailed report and a comprehensive  

PC-I, which was considered in the CDWP meeting held on 
29-11-2021. 

 
• The forum approved the project titled Jinnah Hospital 

[ex-name Establishment of Federal Government Polyclinic 
(PGMI)-II at G/11-3, Islamabad] at Rs.9,913.730 million. 

 
• The work is expected to commence shortly and will be 

completed in three years by the IDAP, Lahore.  
 
*Question No. 3 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 2:46 PM) QID: 38481 
 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the 
number of countries visited by Prime Minister of Pakistan during 
the last three years in official  capacity along with the name of 
persons, their designations and scale who accompanied Prime 
Minister and duration of stay abroad with date wise break-up, 
indicating expenditure on each visit? 

 
 Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: The detail is 
Annexed. 
 

(Annexure has been placed on the table of the House as well as library.) 
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*Question No. 4 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 22/11/2021 at 2:47 PM) QID: 38542 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state the number of functional MRI 
scanners / machines in Government hospitals of Islamabad 
indicating the names of hospitals, data of installation and modal of 
each MRI machine? 

 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination:  
 
 Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences, (PIMS) 
 
 Philip Achieva 1, 5 T MRI Machine was installed in 2007 and has 
been declared condemned on 16th February 2021. The new MRI Machine 
is likely to be delivered by the firm by the end of January, 2022 
 
 National Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine, (NIRM) 
 
 There is only one MRI scanner/ Machine in the National Institute 
of Rehabilitation Medicine, (NIRM). At present it is functional Detail is as 
under:— 
 
 Model of MRI scanner: Siemens Impact MRI (1.0 Tesla)  
 
 Date of Installation: 1996 
 
 Federal Government of Polyclinic Hospital (FGPC) 
 
 No MRI facility currently available in FGPC, Islamabad. However 
during current financial year, the procurement of one MRI machine is 
likely to be completed. 
 
*Question No. 5 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq:  
  (Notice Received on 23/11/2021 at 10:00 AM) QID: 37759 
 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the country and category wise details of Pakistani prisoners 

in foreign jails at present indicating the nature of offense and 
sentence awarded to each Pakistani prisoner; 

 



25 

 (b) whether it is a fact that legal assistance including services of 
translators were provided to all existing Pakistani prisoners 
abroad during court trails, if so, details thereof indicating 
also country wise details of law firms hired and amount paid 
to each of them in each case and terms and conditions of 
contract with each law firm thereof; and 

 
 (c) the steps being taken by the Government for provision of 

timely and effective legal assistance to all Pakistani prisoners 
abroad? 

 
 Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) As per data 
received from our Missions abroad, currently number of Pakistani 
prisoners imprisoned abroad is 9,191. (Country-wise break down, along 
with nature of crimes, is attached as annexure-I. 
 
 (b) Our Missions provide legal assistance to Pakistani prisoners 
in hiring of lawyer, payment of lawyers‟ fee, hiring of law firm and 
provision of translator for cases. Some countries provide facility of 
interpreters/translators and lawyers to all prisoners on their own, where as 
in other countries (European countries specially) prisoner‟s information is 
provided only upon prisoner‟s consent. However, if any Pakistani prisoner 
requests for provision of legal assistance, all efforts are made for provision 
of effective assistance. As per data provided by our Missions, the details 
pertaining to legal assistance provided by some of our Missions are at 
annexure-II. 
 
 (c) Ministry of Foreign Affairs is fully cognizant of its 
responsibilities towards overseas Pakistanis. Pakistan‟s Missions abroad 
are continuously engaged with the local governments and facilitate the 
prisoners in the best possible manner. The Pakistan Community Welfare 
and Education Fund (PCW&EF) being administered by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, is utilized to extend legal assistance to Pakistanis 
imprisoned abroad, including payment of lawyers‟ fees, fines and cost of 
repatriation of destitute Pakistani prisoners.  
  
 As soon as Mission comes to know about arrest and /or detention 
of any Pakistani, the Mission immediately contact the concerned local 
authorities through Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the respective country 
and requests for consular access. After consular visit, all necessary steps 
are taken accordingly for release, consular service and repatriation. 
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 Missions also approach authorities on a case-to-case-basis to 
determine possibility of legal assistance for prisoners. If circumstance 
permit, lawyers are hired as per local legal system. Legal firms are also 
hired to provide legal consultancy on a regular basis to prisoners to 
facilitate representation in trials and appeals against their sentences. 
 
 In addition to legal assistance, Missions also provides financial aid 
in cash or kind to the prisoners for everyday use items. 
 
 Translation services are usually offered by the host government. 
Whenever translation services are requested from our Missions, it is 
arranged and provided to prisoners upon request. 
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*Question No. 6 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  
  (Notice Received on 23/11/2021 at 3:25 PM) QID: 38243 
 

Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the parameters and conditions under which a ship carrying 

hazardous material is docked for dismantling at designated 
points; and 

 
 (b) the steps taken to improve working conditions in respect of 

the employees of Gadani Shipyard during the last three years, 
indicating also the provision of health services, emergencies 
response, life insurance in fatal accidents? 

 
 Syed Ali Haider Zaidi:  
 
 PORTS & SHIPPING WING 
 
 (a) The Ministry of Maritime Affairs (MOMA) has no role in 
beaching of a ship for dismantling at Gadani. The parameters and 
conditions under which ship is carrying hazardous material is docked to 
dismantling at designated position at Gadani are determined/enforced by 
different regulatory bodies of Provincial Government of Balochistan like 
EPA, DBA in accordance with their SOPs. 
 
 (b) This subject pertains to Government of Balochistan. 
Therefore, matter may be referred to government of Balochistan. 
 
*Question No. 7 Senator Shahadat Awan:  
  (Notice Received on 24/11/2021 at 2:25 PM) QID: 38511 
          

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is  a fact that unregistered medicines available in 

the market for body building are causing death of young 
people; and 

 
 (b) the year-wise details of cases registered against 

manufacturers and importers of these medicines and arrested 
during the last three years? 

 
 Reply not received.  
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*Question No. 9 Senator Sana Jamali:  
  (Notice Received on 24/11/2021 at 4:20 PM) QID: 38520 
 

Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state whether there is 
any proposal under consideration for revival of Faculty 
Development Program for universities in Balochistan, if so, details 
thereof and if not, reasons thereof ? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Faculty Development Programme (FDP) 
for Pakistani Universities was approved by ECNEC, in December 2016, at 
a cost of Rs.7142 million. The objective of the program is to award 2000 
split PhD Scholarships to the faculty members for pursuing study in the 
local universities of the country, for a maximum period of 04 years 
inclusive of 6-12 months research/thesis work in any of the top 500 
foreign universities, as per QS Ranking. The FDP current life is up to 
2024, in revised PC-I it is proposed up to 2028. 
 
 The program is currently ongoing, and 143 scholarships have been 
awarded to the faculty members selected against Batch I & II of the 
program. The scholarship was provisional offered to 29 faculty members 
from Balochistan province, out of which 06 faculty members have been 
awarded the said scholarship. Selection against the 3rd batch of the said 
scholarship is in-process. 
 
 Moreover, the following 5 (five) PSDP projects are also ongoing 
and have provision of 104 scholarships slots in universities of Balochistan, 
out of which 52 faculty members have been awarded the said scholarship: 
 

1. Establishment of University of Loralai 

2. Establishment of University of Turbat 

3. Sardar Bahadur Khan Women University Campuses at Pishin 
and Khuzdar 

4. Establishment of Agriculture College at Dear Murad Jamali, 
Naseerabad 

5. Development & extension of Bolan University of Health 
Sciences, Quetta.  

 



37 

 The induction of these qualified faculty members in the 
universities is expected to reduce the gap in teaching and research 
standards between Pakistani and high-ranking foreign universities. The 
detail is attached at Annex-I. 

 
 
*Question No. 10 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq:  
  (Notice Received on 25/11/2021 at 11:30 AM) QID: 38514 
 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) whether it is a fact the  Pakistani embassy in Saudi Arabia is 

unable to address the complaints of Pakistanis regarding 
issuance / renewal of Passport, CNIC, opening of accounts in 
Pakistani banks, if so, reasons thereof; and 

 
 (b) whether there is any  complaint registration system for  

Pakistanis living in Saudi Arabia, if so,  details thereof, 
indicating the number of complaints received and addressed 
during  last three years? 

 
 Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) The MRP & 
NADRA wings of the Mission continue to process the requests for 
Passport & CNIC issuance/renewal to facilitate Pakistani community in 
Saudi Arabia. Any complaints in this regard are also processed 
accordingly by the Mission. 
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 (b) The Mission pays its utmost attention to the complaints 
received from Pakistani citizens in Saudi Arabia. There are 3 distinct 
complaint/feedback systems available to the Pakistani citizens that include 
i) Prime Minister‟s Pakistan Citizen Portal; ii) Foreign Minister‟s Portal; 
and iii) a 24/7 Facilitation Desk set up in the Mission to facilitate Pakistani 
citizens and address their complaints regarding inter alia Passport & CNIC 
issuance/renewal. Citizens can register their complaints via E mail or 
Telephone. Approximately, 850 complaints were received from 25 July — 
6 December 2021; however, the majority of the complaints were regarding 
labour issues faced by Pakistani workers in Saudi Arabia. The Mission 
regularly submits a fortnightly report (related to complaints received by 
the facilitation desk) to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
*Question No. 11 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  
  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 11:15 AM) QID: 38528 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 
pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the purpose of establishing  National Institute of Organic 

Agriculture, indicating also the responsibilities of the 
institute; and 

 
 (b) the steps taken by this institute in promoting the Organic 

Agriculture in the country? 
 
 Syed Fakhar Imam: (a) 
 

•  The National Institute of Organic Agriculture was established 
at NARC in 2008 with the main aim to conduct research for 
the production of different agriculture crops under organic 
condition and to promote organic agriculture in the country. 

 
 Now an agriculture Organic cell has been developed in the Crop 
Sciences Institute (CSI) at NARC Islamabad.  
 
 (b) The work detail of National Institute of Organic Agriculture is 
given as under: 
 
 • It had been involved in conducting the research for the 

production of different crops and vegetables etc. at 
NARC for demonstration and training to the different 
stakeholders. 
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 • initiated kitchen and roof top gardening to promote 
organic agriculture. 

 
 • It provided services to 500 NGO personnel for 

promotion of Organic farming kitchen gardening in 
Islamabad, K.P. and AJ&K. 

 
 • Production of off-season squashes in tunnels at NARC 

for demonstration and training to the stakeholders. 
 
 Now an agriculture Organic cell has been developed in the Crop 
Sciences Institute (CSI) at NARC Islamabad. This Organic cell is working 
on different aspects of Organic Agriculture, including: 

 
• Establish coordination among the different stakeholders 
 
• Frame Organic act with the collaboration of stake holders in 

national/international institutions 
 
• Preparation of organic standards for field crops, fruits, 

vegetables, livestock and processing. 
 
• Develop linkages with national and international Organic 

certification agencies. 
 
• Facilitation to organic producers regarding inspection, 

certification and export with the collaboration of concerned 
stakeholders. 

 
• Creating awareness about the benefits of Organic Agriculture 

in general public and negative impacts of inorganic 
agriculture. 

 
 The Organic Cell is in contact with the different stakeholders and 
is working for the promotion of Organic agriculture. Work is in progress 
regarding the development of Organic standards and also work on Organic 
Act is in progress which will be helpful for the promotion of organic 
Agriculture in the country. 
 
*Question No. 12 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  
  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 11:50 AM) QID: 38009 
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         Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state the names, designation and 
qualification in the relevant field of the Grade 19 and above officer 
in the Ministry with their tenure of posting? 

 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: The names, designation, qualification in the relevant field 
of the Grade 19 and above officer in the Ministry with their tenure of 
posting is at Annex-A. 
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*Question No. 13 Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen:  
  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 12:30 PM) QID: 38532 

 
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be please to state the details of the 
students of Balochistan and FATA being studying and those who 
have graduated under the program of “Provision of higher 
education opportunities for the students of FATA and Balochistan” 
during last ten years indicating their names, CNIC, discipline of 
studies, names of universities and department? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: A summary of number of students of 
Balochistan and FATA, who have graduated or are studying under the 
program “Provision of higher education opportunities for the students of 
FATA and Balochistan” is as under: 
 

 
 
 Details of students against Phase-I & II is attached at Annex-I & II 
respectively. 
 
(Annexures have been placed on the table of the House as well as library.) 
 
*Question No. 14 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 2:47 PM) QID: 38537 
 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the number of Pakistani citizens who are currently detained in 

Guantanamo Bay jail indicating the nature of cases filed 
against them and duration of imprisonment in Guantanamo 
Bay with separate details of each Pakistani detainee; and 
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 (b) the steps taken by the Government of Pakistan for providing 
legal assistance to these Pakistani prisoners? 

 
 Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) There are 
three Pakistani nationals being held in Guantanamo Bay including: 

 
i. Mr. Saifullah Paracha 
 
ii. Mr. Muhammad Ahmad Rabbani a.k.a Ahmad Ghulam 

Rabbani 
 
iii. Mr. Abdul Rahim Ghulam Rabbani 

 
 Mr. Paracha was taken into custody by the U.S. authorities from 
Bangkok in 2003. According to U.S. authorities, he was providing 
financial, media and other material support to Al-Qaeda leaders and 
operational planners. 
 
 Mr. Muhammad Ahmad Rabbani was arrested in 2002 and had 
admitted working with Khalid Sheikh Mohammad. According to U.S. 
authorities, he was a travel and financial facilitator for Al-Qaeda leaders. 
 
 Mr. Abdul Rahim Ghulam Rabbani was arrested in 2002 and also 
worked as Al-Qeada facilitator, according to U.S. authorities. 
 
 (b) Our Embassy in Washington D.C. is in contact with the state 
Department and other concerned U.S. authorities regarding the three 
prisoners detained at Guantanamo Bay detention facility. We have had 
consular access to them as well. The last visit was conducted on 04 
November 2021. 
  
 Our Mission in Washington has been coordinating with US State 
Department to discuss legal options for repatriation of Pakistani nationals 
from Guantanamo Bay prison. The U.S. side has sought written security 
assurance from Pakistan before repatriation is undertaken 
 
*Question No. 15 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq:  
  (Notice Received on 26/11/2021 at 3:10 PM) QID: 38538 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) the details of the current members of Pakistan Pharmacy 
Council including those who are currently serving as 
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members of the Council due to their official positions in 
Federal or Provincial Government; 

 
 (b) whether it is a fact that some members of the council still 

continue as members of the Council despite the fact that they 
have left their positions in Federal / Provincial Government, 
if so, reasons thereof ; and 

 
 (c) whether it is also a fact that according to Pharmacy Act, 

1967, only a professor of a medical institution can be 
appointed as member of the Council whereas at present some 
assistant professors have been appointed as members of the 
Council, if so, reasons thereof? 

  
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination: (a) A total of twelve (12) members of Pharmacy Council 
of Pakistan have been notified. The notified members under Section 4 of 
the Pharmacy Act 1967 is placed at Annex-A 
 
 At present, Director General Health is currently the only notified 
Ex-officio member of Pharmacy Council of Pakistan (PCP). 
 
 (b) Two references were received against two members of the 
Pharmacy Council i.e. Mr. Tanwir Ahmed Sadique member notified in 
consultation with Provincial Council Sindh and Malik Irshad Hussain 
member notified in consultation with Provincial Council Punjab. The 
cases have been forwarded on 18-10¬2021 to Pharmacy Council of 
Pakistan for verification/further necessary action under Section 8(2) of 
Pharmacy Act, 1967 (Annex-B). PCP has requested the relevant 
Provincial Governments for provision of related information which is still 
awaited. 
 
 (c) There is no such provision in Pharmacy Act 1967 under 
purview of Federal Government. The copy of Section 4 of Pharmacy act 
1967 is placed as Annex C. 
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Annexure-A 
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Annexure-B 
 

 
 

 
 



47 

Annexure-C 
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*Question No. 16 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  
  (Notice Received on 30/11/2021 at 10:47 AM) QID: 38551 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
coordination be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the details of recommendations, about controlling the rapid 

population growth as forwarded by Council of Common 
Interests (CCI) during last 10 years; and  

 
 (b) the present status of implementation upon these 

recommendations ? 
 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: (a) CCI approved in its 40th Meeting held on 19th 
November, 2018, a set of recommendations regarding alarming high 
population growth rate in the country. The recommendations are focused 
on the following eight thematic areas: 
 

i. Establish National & Provincial Task Forces for steering, 
providing oversight and taking critical decisions to reduce 
population growth rate, lower fertility rate and increase the 
contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) 

 
ii. Ensure Universal Access to Family Planning & Reproductive 

Healthcare FP/RH Services 
 
iii. Increased Financial Allocations by the Provincial and Federal 

Governments 
 
iv. Legislation(s): FP&RH Rights Bill, Child Marriage Restraint 

Act, Premarital Counseling, etc. 
 
v. Advocacy & Communication: National Narrative, BCC and 

Mass Media Movement to Call of Action 
 
vi. Training & Curriculum: include Population Studies & 

Population Dynamics in educational curricula 
 
vii. Ensure Contraceptives Commodity Security and strengthen 

Supply Chain Management System 
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viii. Seek Support of Ulema: Training courses on FP for Ulemas 
and Khateebs 

 
 Detail is given at Annex-I. 
 
 (b) Implementation status is placed at Annex-II. 
 

(Annexure has been placed on the table of the House as well as library.) 
 
*Question No. 17 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  
  (Notice Received on 1/12/2021 at 9:35 AM) QID: 38562 
        

Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan is now officially a member of 

World Skills, if so, details thereof indicating the benefits of 
said membership for Pakistan; and 

 
 (b) the details of  institutions in Pakistan imparting training in 

World Skills? 
 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) Worlds Skills Foundation is not for 
profit membership association open to agencies or bodies which have a 
responsibility for promoting vocational education and training in their 
respective countries/regions. 
 
 Pakistan officially became Member of the World Skills in 2017 
with the approval of Ministry of Federal Education & Professional 
Training. 
 
 On becoming a member of World Skills Foundation (WSF), the 
benefits for Pakistan are that our skilled youth would be able to participate 
in international skills competitions and bring back home knowledge of the 
best practices in TVET and rich experience. A noteworthy impact would 
also be in the form of changing traditional perceptions and raising prestige 
of the skills sector in Pakistan. This is a fundamental need in our peculiar 
socio-cultural milieu. Besides our experts/instructors and young 
professionals would get opportunities to further enhance their 
expertise/skills by participating in training programs arranged in the 
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member states of WSF. Collaboration among the member states would 
also enhance the prospects of overseas employment of our skilled youth. 
 
 Pakistani delegate comprising of TVET managers and Principals 
attended Skills Competition in Dubai in 2017. The purpose was to observe 
the winners skills in various trades. It was learnt that to participate in 
World Skills Competition require high tech /research based preparation. 
Pakistan would need sufficient time for its preparation and bring its skilled 
youth at par with the international competitors. So initially, Pakistan could 
not participate in forthcoming Skills competitions. NAVTTC has started 
high tech training programs under Skills for All Kamyab Jawan Program. 
The graduates from the program would eventually be able to participate in 
the World Skills Competition in near future. 
 
 (b) A list of institutes where high tech program are being 
imparted is annexed herewith, please. 
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Annexure 
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*Question No. 18 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  
  (Notice Received on 2/12/2021 at 4:00 PM) QID: 38578 

 
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Federal Directorate of Education has not yet 
upgraded the post of teachers in BS-16 for the last more than five 
years, if so reasons thereof and the time by which the same will be 
upgraded? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: It is submitted that the teaching posts 
have opening of regular promotion into next pay scale up to BS-20, 
depending upon the availability of the post and subject to fulfillment of 
prescribed eligibility criteria, in addition, there is provision of Higher 
Timescale after spending specified time in a particular post, as detailed 
below: 
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 The grant of Higher Timescale is subject to fulfillment of 
prescribed terms and conditions. 
 
 In Federal Directorate of Education, Higher Timescale promotion 
facility is extended to the teaching cadres only, since 2011. 
 
 Hence there is no need of upgrading the posts of BS-16 and above 
posts of teaching cadre. Further to add, following teaching posts were 
upgraded w.e.f. 01-01-2011, in pursuance of Prime Minister‟s Directive: 
 

(i) Matric Trained Teacher (BS-09) upgraded and re-designated 
as Elementary School Teacher (BS-14). 

 
(ii) Trained Under Graduate Teacher (BS-14) upgraded and re-

designated as Trained Graduate Teacher (BS-16). 
 
(iii) Trained Graduate Teacher (BS-16) upgraded and re-

designated as Secondary School Teacher (BS-17). 
 
*Question No. 19 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  
  (Notice Received on 3/12/2021 at 12:45 PM) QID: 38593 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be please to state: 
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 (a) whether it is a fact that Permanent Pace Makers (PPM) of 
working on old technology are being implanted  in Pakistan 
whereas in developed countries, advanced Lead Less Pace 
Marker are used, if so, reasons thereof; and 

 
 (b) whether there is any proposal under consideration to import 

advanced Lead Less Maker for heart patients in Pakistan , if 
so, details thereof? 

  
 Reply not received. 
 
*Question No. 20 Senator Syed Ali Zafar:  
  (Notice Received on 7/12/2021 at 11:55 AM) QID: 38277 
 

Will the Minister for National health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination be pleased to state: 

  
 (a) the details of registered cases of sub-standard and spurious 

medicines in the country during the last five years indicating 
also action taken in each case; and 

 
 (b) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to control the 

manufacturing and distribution of sub-standard and spurious 
medicines in the country? 

  
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination: (a) Details of registered cases of sub-standard and 
Spurious medicines in the last five years indicating action taken in each 
case are attached herewith as Annex-I 
 
 (b) Measures taken by the Government to strengthen monitoring 
system in order, to eliminate sale of substandard and spurious medicines in 
the Country are given as under: 
 

(i) In the light of direction of the Honorable Supreme Court of 
Pakistan and Cabinet‟s decision Drug Regulatory Authority of 
Pakistan (DRAP) in coordination with Provincial 
Governments constituted a National Task Force (NTF) for 
eradication of spurious and un-registered therapeutic goods. 
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(ii) A National framework for post-marketing surveillance for 
eradication of spurious drugs was developed in July 2019 
and MOUs are being signed with the Health Departments 
of the Provincial Governments for country wide 
implementation of the system. 

 
iii) Drug testing laboratories (CDL/NCLB/DTL) are being 

integrated with PIRIMS (Pakistan Integrated Regulatory 
Information Management System), software for quick and 
active reporting, of the testing results to the concerned 
inspectors for timely recalls, and action against the culprits. 

 
iv) The Federal Government has notified Bar Coding System 

(Serialization) for prompt identification of spurious/ 
counterfeit drugs at every level. It would be easily detectable 
whether product is gennine or spurious by the use of smart 
phone application by the patient/retailer/wholesale/regulator. 
This 2D Data Matrix system on the pharmaceutical products 
will serve, as a tool for the eradication of spurious, illegal and 
unregistered drugs. 
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*Question No. 21 Senator Syed Ali Zafar:  
  (Notice Received on 8/12/2021 at 12:02 PM) QID: 38336 
 

Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training, 
National Heritage and Culture be please to state: 

 
 (a) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to curb the use 

of drugs by  students in schools, colleges and universities in 
Islamabad; and  

 
 (b) the existing policy for tuck shops /canteens in the schools, 

colleges and universities and protection of the students from 
UN-hygienic food items and soft drinks  in the educational 
Institutions in I.C.T? 

 
 Mr. Shafqat Mahmood:  
 
 Reply of Higher Education Commission  
 
 (a) Higher Education Commission (HEC) has taken numerous 
steps to control the use of drugs in the Higher education institutions 
(HEIs) across the country. The detail is attached at Annex-I. 
 
 (b) The university-wise existing policy for tuck shops/canteens 
and steps taken by HEIs to protect the students from un-hygienic food 
items. A total of 25 HEIs are in Islamabad out of them 23 has responded, 
the university-wise detail is attached at Annex-II. Furthermore, 
Resolution No.373 unanimously passed by the Sente of Pakistan on 
Monday, 18th December, 2017. i.e., “The House recommends that the 
Government should impose ban on carbonated and energy drinks in 
all educational institutions controlled by the Federal Government” has 
been implemented in true and sprit in all HEIs in ICT. 
 
 Reply of Federal Directorate Education  
 

a.  The steps taken/being by the Government to curb the use of 
drugs by students in schools, colleges and universities in 
Islamabad is as under: 

 
•  Federal Directorate of Education (FDE) has already 

circulated the SoPs to curb drug abuse in the educational 
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institutions working under ambit of FDE. Through the 
SoPs, FDE has constituted Monitoring and Inspection 
Committees at each educational institution, headed by 
the Principal concerned. The said committees have been 
mandated to create awareness about use of narcotics 
among the students. They are also directed to carry out 
regular inspections of institutional premises, on campus 
canteens / cafeterias and to supervise the arrival and 
departure of students. 

 
• The educational institutions are doing their best to save 

their students from drug addiction. In this regard, internal 
proctorial boards are also keeping strict watch over the 
activities of the students and do not allow them to engage 
in any such activity which is harmful for them and 
society as a whole. The placards are placed inside 
premises of the institutes in order to educate the students 
of hazardous effects of drugs addiction. The teaching 
faculty of institutes is also actively engaged with the 
students to educate students. Federal Directorate of 
Education, Islamabad in collaboration with Islamabad 
Capital Territory Administration is also taking different 
measures to check and uproot this menace from 
educational institutions. 

 
• 300 teachers from FDE have been recently trained by EU 

DAP faculty on “Unplugged drug prevention program”. 
In addition awareness among the students is created by 
conducting different seminars, workshops, in morning 
assembly highlighting the hazard of smoking/drugs. 

 
b.  SoPs for operation of canteens has been issued to regulate the 

canteens /tuck shops. 
 

• At each educational institution a canteen committee 
considering of senior faculty members has been 
constituted for supervision of canteens and to keep a 
strict check and balance on products provided. 

 
• Items are checked regularly and only branded items are 

allowed to be sold. 
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 The Senate of Pakistan has unanimously passed the Resolution in 
its sitting held on 18th December, 2017 “to impose ban on carbonated and 
energy drinks in all the Educational Institutions controlled by the Federal 
Government” which has been implemented.  

 

  



62 



63 



64 

  



65 

*Question No. 23 Senator Palwasha Muhammad Zai Khan:  
  (Notice Received on 8/12/2021 at 12:50 PM) QID: 38597 
 

Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) whether it is a fact that despite handling the key functions at 

KPT and Port Qasim, Pakistan Navy has no official 
representation in Gawadar Port, if so, reasons thereof; and 

 
 (b) the details of existing coordination mechanism amongst all 

three major ports of Pakistan? 
 
 Reply not received. 
 
*Question No. 24 Senator Mohsin Aziz:  
  (Notice Received on 15/12/2021 at 1:00 PM) QID: 38609 
  

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination be pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the year-wise financial assistance / aids given to Pakistan 

during the last three years for polio eradication; and 
 
 (b) the steps taken or being taken by the Government for polio 

eradication in the country? 
 
 Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination: (a) The total cost of last three years (Jan 2019- December 
2021) is estimated at USD 347.72 million and was secured from the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) donors which includes Islamic 
Development Bank, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), Rotary 
International, Government of Japan/JICA, Germany‟s KM Bank, 
Government of Canada, National Philanthropic Trust, United Arab 
Emirates Pakistan Assistance Programme (UAE-PAP) USAID. 
 
 Year wise breakdown is as follow: 
 
 2019 2020 2021 Total 
—————————————————————————————— 
 USD 142.09 USD 117.12  USD 88.49 USD 347.72 
 million million million million 
—————————————————————————————— 
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 (b) The Polio eradication is among the top priorities of the 
government. It is making all-out efforts to eradicate Polio from the country 
as soon as possible. The key highlights of the efforts made / step taken by 
the government include: 
 

• Complete implementation of the National Emergency Action 
Plan for Polio eradication all across the country. 

• There is an unprecedented commitment and ownership by the 
National, Provincial and District government leadership for 
Polio eradication. The honourable Prime Minister and the 
Chief Ministers / Chief Secretaries personally review the 
progress towards Polio eradication regularly through the 
National and Provincial Task Force meetings, respectively. 

• Laser focus is being given to the 25 very high-risk districts for 
Polio. The honourable Prime Minister also held meetings with 
the DCs of these districts in Aug. and Dec. this year to review 
the progress of these districts. 

• Four Nationwide (NIDs) and two Sub-national (SNIDs) Polio 
vaccination campaigns were conducted successfully this year. 

• Special focus is given to the tracking and vaccination of 
unvaccinated / missed children. 

• Continuous vaccination of children on the move is done at 
transit vaccination points established at key locations 
including international, inter-provincial & inter-district 
borders, etc. 

• Coordination and synchronized implementation of Polio 
activities with Afghanistan is ensured to optimally vaccinate 
the children residing in bordering areas as well as the ones on 
the move between two countries. 

• The Essential Immunization has also been strengthened to 
enhance vaccination coverage against all vaccine preventable 
diseases. 
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• Integrated health camps are established during Polio 
campaigns in highest risk UCs to provide additional health 
services to the communities. 

• Strong surveillance for Polio Virus is ensured in all areas for 
detection of all Polio cases / circulations. 

• Every Polio Virus detection (cases and positive environmental 
samples) is being dealt with utmost urgency and emergency 
with immediate and aggressive responses. Multiple event 
response campaigns / activities were conducted in response to 
different epidemiological events. 

• Extensive community engagement and community awareness 
activities are conducted to highlight the risks of Poliovirus 
and importance of Polio vaccination. 

• The Law Enforcement Agencies and the Armed Forces are 
providing tremendous support to ensure safe working 
environment for the frontline Polio workers and to vaccinate 
all under five children in security sensitive areas during Polio 
campaigns. 

 The successful Polio eradication efforts by the government have 
resulted in remarkable progress and have brought the country closest ever 
to its goal of Polio eradication. The number of Wild Polio Virus (WPV) 
cases in the country has decreased to only one in 2021. No WPV case has 
been reported from any area in Pakistan in last eleven months. 
 
 No WPV case has been reported from Punjab in last 14 months, 
from Sindh in last 17 months, from KP in last 17 months, and from 
Balochistan in last 11 months, Islamabad has not reported any WPV case 
since Sep. 2008, GB since Feb. 2017 and AJK since Jun. 2000. 
 
 Likewise, the proportion of positive sewage samples for WPV has 
also decreased substantially. The September 2021 was the first month in 
the history of environmental surveillance in Pakistan when all of the 
processed samples tested negative for WPV followed by October. 
 
 With no WPV case in last eleven months, Pakistan is closest ever 
to achieving its goal of Polio eradication. However, reaching and 
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vaccinating all targeted children in scheduled Polio campaigns and in 
Essential immunization holds the key to our ultimate success.  
 
*Question No. 25 Senator Syed Ali Zafar:  
  (Notice Received on 22/12/2021 at 10:35 AM) QID: 38335 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 
please to state the steps taken/being taken by the Government to 
curb the counterfeit fertilizers and fake pesticides in order to save 
the farmers from low yield and financial loss? 

 
 Syed Fakhar Imam: At Federal level, the function regarding 
development / formulation of standards for different fertilizers is 
accomplished by Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority 
(PSQCA) under the umbrella of Ministry of Science and Technology. 
Monitoring the quality of fertilizer falls under purview of Provincial 
Agriculture Departments with mandate to collect samples of fertilizer 
from market and get them tested from Soil Fertility Laboratories located in 
each district. Strict measures are taken to curb the malpractices as per 
fertilizer control order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 
the 3rd January, 2022 Secretary. 
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