
1

(250th  Session)

SENATE  SECRETARIAT

—————

“QUESTIONS  FOR  ORAL  ANSWERS  AND  THEIR  REPLIES”

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on

Friday, the 22nd July, 2016

DEFERRED QUESTIONS

[Questions Nos. 81, 185, 194, 199 and 202 deferred on
20th May, 2016, (248th Session)]

(Def.) *Question No. 81.  Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari:
(Notice received on 25-04-2016 at 11:10 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state the targets on “ceiling on net
domestic assets” and “floor on net national reserves” agreed with
IMF to be achieved by December, 2015 and the actual numbers
achieved by that date in respect of the same?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: The targets on “Ceiling on net domestic
assets” and “floor on net international reserves” agreed with IMF are as below:
——————————————————————————————

End-December 2015
Program Adjusted Actual
Target Program

Target
——————————————————————————————

Floor on net international
reserves (NIR) of the SBP
(US$ million) 9,300 6,609 6,882

Ceiling on net domestic
assets (NDA) of the SBP 2,580 2,770 2,633
(PKR billion)

——————————————————————————————
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(Def.) *Question No. 185.  Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari:
(Notice received on 14-04-2016 at 12:35 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state;

(a) the number of people who have availed the facility of Voluntary
Registration / Tax Amnesty Scheme recently announced by the
Government indicating also the amount collected under that scheme
so far; and

(b) the amount spent by the Government on advertisements and
other activities to promote the said scheme?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: (a) At the outset, it is stated that neither
any tax amnesty bill was introduced nor passed by the National Assembly,
however Voluntary Tax Compliance Scheme (VTCS) was announced by the
Government and presented in the form of a Bill before the National Assembly.

So far 9,020 persons availed the facility by filing their returns under the
Voluntary Tax Compliance Scheme (VTCS) and tax of Rs. 850 Million has been
deposited under the scheme.

(b) Rs. 61 Million are spent on advertising/ publicity of the Scheme.

(Def.) *Question No. 194.  Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari:
(Notice received on 25-04-2016 at 10:35 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the present Government had announced
to do away with the issuance of SROs; and

(b) the details of SROs issued since fiscal year 2013-14 with year
wise break up indicating also brief description of the subject
and impact of each of the same?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: (a) Federal Government following a policy
of bringing transparency in tax laws has abolished the powers of FBR to issue
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exemption orders vide Finance Act, 2015. Now the Federal Government can
only grant exemption subject to approval of ECC of the Cabinet in exceptional
circumstances involving national security, natural disasters, national food security
in emergency situation, protection of national economic interest in situation arising
out of abnormal fluctuation in international commodity prices, removal of anomaly
in taxes, development of backward areas and implementation of bilateral and
multilateral agreements.

Furthermore Government has also reviewed the existing Concessionary
regime under various SROs. Entire concessionary regime has been reviewed by a
High Powered Committee which had recommended a three year time span for
elimination of concessionary SROs in three phases. Two out of three phases have
been completed.

(b) The details of SROs issued under the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001,
Sales Tax Act, 1990 and Federal Excise Act, 2005 and Customs Act 1969, since
fiscal year 2013-14 are attached as Annex-A, Annex-B, Annex-C and
Annex-D respectively.

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

(Def.) *Question No. 199.  Senator Nisar Muhammad:
(Notice received on 29-04-2016 at 12:10 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state the names of persons who have
got their loans written off amounting to Rs. 50 million and above
during the period from 1990 to 2000?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: Names of the person/ companies whose
loans of Rs. 50 million and above have been written off during the period from
1990 to 2000 are annexed.

(Annexure has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

(Def.) *Question No. 202.  Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari:
(Notice received on 03-05-2016 at 08:10 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Science and Techonolgy be pleased to state:
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(a) whether any quality standards have been devised for the
manufacturers of tractors in the country, if so, the details thereof;

(b) the names of authority which lays down the said standards and
the authority / departments which ensures implementations of
the same; and

(c) the prices of various models of tractors in the country since
2000 with year wise break up?

Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) Pakistan Standards and Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA) working under administrative control of Ministry of
Science and Technology (MoST) is the National Standardization Body (NSB),
formulating the Pakistan Standards based on Regional and International
Standards, through various Technical Committees as well as National Standards
Committees.

The development of quality standard for manufacturers of Tractors is in
process through the relevant Technical Committee of PSQCA. The standard
once approved by the Technical Committee (members comprising of stakeholders
i.e. manufacturers, academia, government organizations and consumers), will
be referred to National Standards Committee, working under the aegis of
PSQCA, for final approval.

(b) PSQCA being National Standards Body is responsible to formulate
/ adopt the standards at national level. Similarly PSQCA is also responsible to
regulate the quality of items included in the Mandatory items list. List of Mandatory
Items of PSQCA is enclosed at Annexure – A.

The standards pertaining to Tractors are since in the process of
development, the implementation in this regard would be carried out by
PSQCA only if the Tractors would be included in the List of Mandatory Items
or otherwise.

(c) The Ministry of Industries and Production has submitted the
year-wise breakup of prices of the locally manufacturing tractors of different
Horse Powers (HP) with the different names. Which is enclosed at Annexure-B.
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*Question No. 73.  Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
  (Notice received on 17-06-2016 at 12:00 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that FBR had devised a procedure of inter-
tax refund / adjustment vide its letter / notification dated 20th
December, 1999, if so, the details and implementation status
thereof; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that the income tax and sales tax
departments of FBR are not following the said procedure, if so,
the reasons thereof?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: (a) Section 170 (3) (b) of the Income
Tax Ordinance, 2001 provides for inter-tax refund adjustment. Moreover the
procedure for adjustment of refund of one tax against outstanding demand of
another tax has been explained by FBR through various letter / circulars. The
latest letter being letter No. 3(6) ST-L&P/2002 dated 24-04-2007 explains the
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procedure for inter tax adjustment of sales tax, income tax, federal excise and
customs duty. Inter-tax refund is adjusted on case to case basis.

(b) At present there are no separate departments for Income Tax and
Sales Tax, rather single department, namely Inland Revenue Service administers
all inland taxes. It is not true that the procedure for inter tax adjustment of refund
is not followed. Presently the inland taxes i.e. income tax, sales tax and federal
excise duty are supervised by one and same authority and refund in one tax is
adjusted against the outstanding demand of other taxes.

*Question No. 74.  Senator Syed Shibli Faraz:
  (Notice received on 17-06-2016 at 12:15 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state the amount of privatization
proceeds used for repayment of Government debts and poverty
alleviation, separately, during the last fifteen years?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: The material is being collected from
concerned quarters. Reply may please be deferred till the next Rota Day.

*Question No. 75.  Hafiz Hamdullah:
  (Notice received on 17-06-2016 at 01:55 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state the amount disbursed to the
provinces under the NFC Award during the last three years with
province wise break up?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: The amount disbursed to the provinces
under the NFC Award during the last three years with province-wise break-up is
as follow:–
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*Question No. 76.  Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
  (Notice received on 20-06-2016 at 12:35 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state:

(a) the estimated amount in dollars taken out of the country through
illegal channels from 2010 to 2015 with year wise break up;

(b) the amount of money transferred through foreign currency
accounts during the said period; and

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to make necessary legislation to stop this money
laundering in the country?  

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar: The material is being collected from
concerned quarters. Reply may please be deferred till the next Rota Day.
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*Question No. 77.  Senator Ahmed Hassan:
  (Notice received on 21-06-2016 at 09:00 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken/ being taken by the Government for promotion
of Marble and Granite sector in the country; and

(b) the amount of foreign loans / grants received by the Government
for the development of the said sector during the last ten years
indicating also the details of utilization of the same?

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: (a) The following steps taken by
the Government for promotion of Marble and Granite sector in the country.
Ministry has so far invested Rs. 1830 million on sector development activities
for the purpose.

Model Mechanized Quarries:

For the demonstration of latest quarrying techniques, 14 mechanized quarry
projects have been initiated in the country. Wherein latest quarrying practices
have been demonstrated and training has been provided to locals on use
of latest quarrying techniques and technology. After the development of
quarries on modern lines the production capacity and quality of product
will be increased many folds.

Machinery Pool:

Two machinery Pools have been established in Balochistan and KPK
respectively to provide latest quarry machinery on rental basis to quarry
owners. So far more than 50 quarry owners have been facilitated through
latest rental machinery.

Marble Cities:

To attract investor and foster industrializations, dedicated marble cities
are established with state of art infrastructure. In this regard Marble City
Risalpur is near completion. Another marble city is developed at FATA ,
PASDEC role in the project is of a Management Consultant.
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Skill Development:

PASDEC has provided training to more than 600 quarry operators, mining
engineers and geologists on use of latest quarry machinery and techniques.
In addition 1262 trainings have been provided to females on mosaic,inlay
and handicraft making for value addition while using wastage.

Common Facility Training Centers (CFTC):

The company has also planned to establish four CFTC to facilitate
SME’s with latest processing machinery on rental basis, which otherwise
are not available in individual entrepreneurs. Development work on
two CFTC is in progress at Gaddani and Risalpur. After the establishment
of CFTC’s quality and production capacity of processing industry
will increase many folds.

(b) The following amount of foreign loans/ grants received by the
Government for the said sector during the last ten years:

1. USAID under a project named “FATA Lively Hood Development
Program (FDP-LD)” provided machinery worth Rs. 300 million for
development of marble and granite in FATA in 2011. The grant was
provided to FATA Secretariat in the shape of machinery. Machines
so purchased were handed over to Pakistan Stone Development
Company by Fata Secretariat for development of marble and granite
sector of FATA.

2. UASID under “FDP-LD” funded Rs. 4.50 million for training of
quarry workers of FATA. Under the project 30 trainees were provided
training on use of latest quarrying technology and techniques by
Pakistan Stone Development Company.

3. UASID under “Jobs Project” funded Rs. 9.00 million for training of
quarry workers of KPK. Under the project 180 trainees were
provided training on use of latest quarrying technology and techniques
by Pakistan Stone Development Company.

4. World Bank through Multi donor Trust Fund provided machinery
worth Rs.400 million for development of Marble and Granit sector
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2015. Machinery so purchased is handed
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over to Pakistan Stone Development Company for renting out to the
mine owners of KPK.

5. Deutsche Gesellschaft for Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH funded project named “Creative Entrepreneurship for
Women” worth Rs. 43.80 million. Under the project two training
centers were established by Pakistan Stone Development Company
at Abbottabad and Islamabad. A total of 560 women were trained in
one year on mosaic, inlay and handicraft making. Women so trained
are now capable to start their own business or get jobs in the sector.

*Question No. 78.  Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati:
  (Notice received on 21-06-2016 at 09:45 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state:

(a) the names, date of appointment and tenure of the Members of
the Board of Utility Stores Corporation indicating also the pay,
allowances and other fringe benefits admissible to them; and

(b) the procedure adopted for appointment of the said Members;
and

(c) whether those Members possess the relevant experience /
knowledge of retails business, if so, the details thereof?   

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: (a) The list of members of Board
of Directors of USC showing their names and date of appointment is placed
at Annex-A. Specified tenure of the Members of Board of Directors is three
years as per Rule No. 5 of Corporate Governance Rules 2013. No pay and
allowances are being paid to any member of Board of Directors of USC.
They are being paid remuneration @ Rs. 50,000/- per meeting. Their expenses
on Air Travel, Boarding and lodging are borne by the Corporation.

(b) The procedure for appointment of members Board of Directors has
been laid down in Sub-Rule-E of Rule 12 of the Public Sector Companies
(Corporate Governance Rules) 2013 Annex-B. The relevant provision of the
same is reproduced hereunder:–

“Nomination Committee, to identify and recommend the candidates
for the Board for the consideration of shareholders after examining their
skills and Characteristics that are needed in such candidates.”
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(c) The credentials of the members of Board of Directors USC were
thoroughly checked and scrutinized by the Nomination Committee of the Board of
Directors as well as by the Board of Directors. All the members possess the relevant
experience in the field of Retail Business, Business Strategy, Community
Representation, Finance and Risk Management and Human Resource. The brief
particulars of the Directors/Members Board of Directors USC are placed at Annex-C.

Annex-A
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Annex-B
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*Question No. 79.  Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati:
  (Notice received on 21-06-2016 at 09:50 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state:

(a) the names of cities in the country where export processing zones
have been established;

(b) the role of the said zones in increasing the industrial production
and exports of the country; and

(c) whether it is a fact that despite the establishment of the said
zones, there is no substantial increase in the industrial production
of the country, if so, the reasons thereof?

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: (a) Export Processing Zones
Authority (EPZA) has established Export Processing Zones (EPZs) in Karachi,
Sialkot, Gujranwala, Risalpur, Saindak, and Duddar. An Export Processing Zone
is also being established at Gawadar.

(b) Export Processing Zones Authority is to plan, develop, manage and
operate EPZs in Pakistan. The export from EPZs in last financial year is
US$. 508.895 million and since inception cumulative export is US$. 5899.162
million up to 2014-15, and in the year 2015-16 (up-to April) is US$ 434.330
million and cumulative export is US$ 6333.492 million (up-to April, 2016).

(c) Export from EPZ’s for the last two (2) year is given as under:–
——————————————————————————————

Year Export US $ Million
——————————————————————————————

2014-15 508.895
2015-16 434.330
*(up-to April 2016)

——————————————————————————————
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The reasons for declining exports for the period 2014-15 are given below:–

Due to recession in the buyer market world-wide.

Export comprising Used Textile Clothing (UTC) generally exported
to South Africa where devaluation of currency give negative impact
on overall exports of EPZ’s.

*Question No. 81.  Senator Kalsoom Parveen:
  (Notice received on 21-06-2016 at 11:30 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms be pleased
to state:

(a) the names of infrastructure development projects and industrial
zones proposed to be constructed under the CPEC in
Balochistan;

(b) whether PC 1 for the said projects have been prepared, if so,
the details thereof; and

(c) the amount allocated / released for those projects during the
current fiscal year with project wise break up?

Mr. Ahsan Iqbal: (a) List of projects under CPEC for infrastructure
development and proposed sites for industrial Zone to be constructed is at
Annex-I.

(b) Details progress updates of Infrastructure Projects including, energy
and agreed portion of Balochistan on Western Route is at Annex-I. Consultation
on industrial Zone/SEZs is underway, therefore, PC-Is for Industrial Zones have
yet not been prepared.

(c) The allocation/release for those projects during current fiscal year
with project wise break up is at Annex-II.
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Annex-II
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*Question No. 82.  Senator Ahmed Hassan:
  (Notice received on 22-06-2016 at 11:15 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state
whether any mechanism has been devised to monitor the quality items
being sold on the Utility Stores in the country, if so, the details thereof?

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: The following mechanism has been
devised to monitor the quality of items being sold at Utility Stores:

1. The quality of the commodities is checked at the time of bids/tenders.
The samples provided by the vendors are thoroughly checked by
the Tender Committee. The samples of low quality are rejected.

2. The quality of the commodity is also checked at the time of receipt
of stocks at warehouses. The stocks supplied by the vendors are
compared and tallied with the samples provided by them at the time
of bids/ tenders.

3. The quality of commodities is also checked at the time of bulk
breaking of the same at USC warehouses.

4. The quality of the commodities is also checked at the time of receipt
of supplies from warehouses to stores.

5. No food item is enlisted without certification from PSQCA.

6. Lab tests are also conducted as and when required basis from the
laboratory of repute.

7. USC has a full-fledged monitoring and vigilance system based at
Zonal and Regional Office. Monitoring and vigilance of the stores is
conducted on regular basis. Quality of the items is checked by the
vigilance teams during their visits to the stores.

8. Area Managers visits local stores on daily basis and out station on
weekly basis. Quality and items are also checked by the Area
Managers and Regional Managers during their visits to Stores.
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*Question No. 83.  Senator Ahmed Hassan:
  (Notice received on 22-06-2016 at 11:15 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state:

(a) the details of Aik Hunar Aik Nagar (AHAN) project launched
by the Ministry of Industries and Production since 2008;

(b) the details of trainings being provided under the said project;
and

(c) the number of persons provided training under that project in
the country so far with province wise break up?

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: (a) Government of Pakistan launched
a project titled “Aik Hunar Aik Nagar” (AHAN) in year 2006; a Rural Enterprise
Modernization Project based on the ‘One Village One Product’ (OVOP) Japan
and ‘One Tambon One Product’ (OTOP) Thailand concept.

In year 2007, AHAN was converted into a Company, registered under
Section 42 of the Companies Ordinance 1984. It is operating as a subsidiary of
Pakistan Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC) under Ministry of Industries
& Production.

It is operating at the national level with offices in Quetta - Balochistan,
Hyderabad - Sindh, Peshawar – Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and Lahore -
Punjab. It is the only organization in government sector working for Pakistan’s
rural craft development and value addition of rural handicrafts from all 04 provinces,
AJK and Gilgit/Baltistan. AHAN Board of Directors is the governing body.

The major objectives of AHAN Company include:

Facilitate rural male & female craft persons, artisans and poor
producer groups in accessing enterprise development services.

Focusing neglected sector of hand-crafted products through:

    Developing and making these products competitive in local and
   international markets.
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   Employment generation and increasing income in the informal
   rural markets, thus leading to rural poverty alleviation.

AHAN is providing capacity building opportunities to these crafts persons,
both men and women, linked with production of handicrafts. These interventions
include:

Craft related Skill Enhancement and capacity building

Product development/Designing

Technological Input

Finishing & Quality Assurance

Marketing and promotion

The purpose of these interventions is to train local handicraft clusters to
produce high-end products better in quality, design and finish for regional, local
and international markets. However, AHAN’s main remained on establishing
linkages for rural craft persons in local markets.

To achieve its objectives, AHAN initiates clearly defined, product-specific
projects in rural and semi urban areas across the country for capacity building and
training of the artisans and craft persons linked with handicraft clusters. Since its
inception, AHAN executed around 148 projects in all four provinces, Gilgit Baltistan
and AJK. AHAN has so far targeted approx. 28,000 artisans and craft persons
throughout the country, 85% of which are women. Rural and peri urban areas
from almost 95 districts while accessing more than 150 locations, which have
been covered through these projects.

Handcrafted Product Development And Quality Assurance

  Around 10,000 new handmade products of various categories
  have been developed by AHAN beneficiaries.

  AHAN designers continuously facilitate rural producers for
   developing new handicraft products with improved designs, new
  uses and better color schemes for changing market trends.
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Major sectors and products being focused by AHAN include the  following:

i. Textile

—     Region-spcific Hand Embroidery

—     Ajrak

—     Handloom fabric

—     Carpets, Rugus, Mats, Farasi

—     Block Printing

—     Patch Work (Rilli)

—     Shawl weaving

—     Embroidered & beaded Jewelry

—     Accessories (Apparel/Home, Jewelry)

ii. Ceramics

—     Blue Pottery/Tiles/Terracotta

iii. Silver

—     Silverware/Jewelry/Accessories

iv. Wood

—     Lacquer Work

—     Wood Carving

—     Straw Work

—     Mazri/Basketry
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v. Leather

—     Leather Embroidery

vi. Marble Mosaic, Stone Cutting and Polishing

vii. Camel Skin Products

Marketing of Traditional Rural Crafts of Pakistan

For establishing marketing linkages with buyers, shopkeepers, designers,
and major outlets, artisans are facilitated to participate in exhibitions, trade fairs
and displays.

(b) Since inception, AHAN is facilitating clusters involved production of
handmade products/handicrafts across the country, mostly from rural areas, through
trainings for skill enhancement and better product development. To achieve this
objective, AHAN has joined hands with several local and international organizations
and partners so that these services are delivered effectively at grassroots level.

AHAN has also developed several training manuals on Pakistan’s
traditional, ethnic crafts for the beneficiary artisans. Keeping iruview artisans’
literacy level, these manuals are in Urdu language, brief, to the point and pictorial
to make artisans understand process involved in product of different kinds of
crafts, raw material, designs and major markets nearby to market these products.

Trainings include the following aspects:

i. Design improvement in traditional crafts

ii. Product development in terms of improvement in shape, color
combination, finish, durability and packaging

iii. Production & raw material management

iv. Quality assurance

v. Marketing and promotion through linkages

(c) Province wise break up of training projects executed by AHAN so
far alongwith number of beneficiaries are shown in the following table:
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*Question No. 84.  Senator Kalsoom Parveen:
  (Notice received on 22-06-2016 at 01:45 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to
state whether it is a fact that the Government has stopped providing
subsidy on food items being sold at utility stores in the country, if so,
the reasons thereof?

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: Since 27-04-2016 the Corporation
sold following items on subsidized rates, on the subsidy mentioned against each:—

In addition to above Ramzan Relief Package 2016 was approved by
ECC of the Cabinet on 23rd May 2016 under which following commodities were
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sold on subsidized rates w.e.f 1st June 2016. The amount of subsidy per kg,
subsidized prices during Ramzan 2016 and prevailing market prices are given
hereunder:—

*All utility Spices sold on 10% discount.
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The following items will be sold in subsidized prices till 31-07-2016:—

*Question No. 85.  Senator Kalsoom Parveen:
  (Notice received on 22-06-2016 at 01:45 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state:

(a) names of taxes being collected from the subscribers of mobile
phones in the country;

(b) the exact amount being deducted from the said subscribers on
recharge of 100 load; and

(c) the amount being collected as taxes from various telecom
companies per annum? 

Mr. Muhammad lshaq Dar: (a) Following taxes are collected from the
subscribers of mobile phones in the country:

Withholding Income Tax u/s 236 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001
at 14% of charges is collected from mobile phone subscribers all
over the country.
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FED at 18.5% of charges is collected from the subscribers if the
service is availed in Islamabad Capital Territory.

Provincial Sale Tax is levied and collected by the respective provinces
at 19.5% in case of Punjab, KPK and Balochistan; and at 19% in
case of Sindh if the service is availed in any of the provinces.
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(c) Telecom companies are declaring losses in their tax returns and hardly
declare taxable income hence pay minimum tax / alternate corporate tax only.
Minimum tax /alternate corporate tax paid / adjusted by different telecom companies
for the Tax Year 2015 is as under:

Income Tax (Minimum Tax): Rs. 5,994 Million (Tax Year 2015)

Withholding Tax (u/s 236): Rs. 43,314 Million (2015-16)

Sales Tax & FED: Rs. 1,268 Million (2015-16)

*Question No. 87.  Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati:
  (Notice received on 24-06-2016 at 10:15 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state:

(a) the name and addresses of the persons who have got their debts
written off during the last thirty years indicating also the amount
written off in each case; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government to recover the said
amount from those persons?

Mr. Muhammad lshaq Dar: (a)Names of the persons/companies whose
loans of Rs. 50 million and above have been written off during the last thirty years
indicating also the amount written off in each case are annexed.

(b) Currently two laws allow financial institutions to  file suits in the
Banking Courts for speedy recovery of non-performing loans (NPLs), which are
as under:—

(i) The Financial Institutions (Recovery of  Finances) Ordinance, 2001
(FIRO).

(ii) National Accountability Ordinance, 1999, under which the banks
can file criminal case for recovery of loans against willful defaulters.

In order to strengthen FIRO for speedy recovery of NPLs, SBP in
consultation with all stakeholders, has proposed some amendments through an
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Amendment Bill, which has already been approved by the National Assembly and
it is now with the Senate for approval.

(Annexure has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

*Question No. 88.  Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood:
  (Notice received on 27-06-2016 at 12:45 p.m.)

Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state the
amount allocated for development projects of the Ministry of Science
and Technology, its attached departments, sub-ordinate offices,
autonomous and semi autonomous organizations / corporations
during the fiscal year 2015-16 indicating also the details of project,
amount allocated and spent and present status of the project in each
case?

Rana Tanveer Hussain: The Ministry of Science and Technology
(MoST) through its 15 S&T/ R&D organizations is implementing Research &
Development projects related to the sectors like renewable energy, quality assurance,
sustainable development and management of water resources, coastal and marine
resources, industrial research, bio-technology, electronics etc.

A gist of funds allocated and amount spent regarding development projects
during fiscal year 2015-16 is as below:
——————————————————————————————
No. of Projects PSDP Allocation Funds Released Expenditure

2015-16 During 2015-16 During 2015-16
————————————————————————————————————————
     25* 1510.427    1389.279     912.186
—————————————————————————————————————
* MoST completed 06 projects during FY 2016-17.

The project-wise detail along-with present status/ progress is attached at
Annex-I. Supplementary material is also enclosed for detailed reference.
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*Question No. 89.  Senator Saeed Ghani:
  (Notice received on 30-06-2016 at 11:05 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization be pleased to state:

(a) the date on which the Policy Board of Federal Board of Revenue
was established;

(b) the functions of the said Board;

(c) the number of meetings of that board mandatory to be held in a
year under the law; and

(d) the number of meetings of the said board held since its
establishment with date wise break up indicating also the agenda
of each meeting and decisions made therein?  
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Mr. Muhammad lshaq Dar: (a) The Policy Board of Federal Board
of Revenue was constituted through FBR (Amendment) Act 2011 on 29th
April, 2011.

(b) The functions of the Policy Board are to provide guidance in matters
relating to the vision, mission and values of the FBR, and to provide policy guidelines
in framing fiscal policy and in achieving goals and targets.

(c) The meetings of the Policy Board are required to be held at least
once in each quarter of a financial year.

(d) Formal meetings of the Policy Board could not be held due to non-
finalization of nominations of members of the Policy Board due to various reasons.

FBR had taken up the matter with Prime Minister’s Office, Chairman,
Senate and Speaker, National Assembly for nomination of members of the Policy
Board, well in time on 10-05-2011. In response, the nomination from Speaker
National Assembly has been received on 02-01-2014. The Chairman, Senate has
nominated Mr. Saeed Ghani as member of the Policy Board on 18-05-2015.
Nomination of the remaining co-opted member(s) of the Policy Board is in progress
which shall be finalized shortly.

*Question No. 91.  Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood:
  (Notice received on 30-06-2016 at 11:05 a.m.)

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state
the time since which the employees of Pakistan Steel Mills have not
been paid their salaries indicating also the reasons thereof and the
time by which the same will be paid to them?

Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi: The salaries upto the month of March
2016 have been paid to the employees of Pakistan Steel Mills. Ministry of Industries
& Production has initiated a summary for the ECC to be submitted by the
Privatization Commission for releasing of salaries for the months of April 2016
and May 2016 is Annexed.
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ISLAMABAD: AMJED PERVEZ,
The 21st July, 2016. Secretary.

PCPPI—1164(16) Senate—21-07-2016—275.

Annexure


