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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Thursday, the March 16, 2023
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament
House) Islamabad at forty past ten in the morning with Mr.
Chairman (Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani) in the Chair.
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Mr. Chairman: Assalam-o-Alaikum, | request all to rise in
their seats for National Anthem of Pakistan.

(At this stage the National Anthem was played)

Mr. Chairman: Senate Golden Jubilee Theme song. Please

play.
(At this stage the Senate Golden Jubilee Theme song was
played)
Welcome remarks by the honourable Chairman on the special
session on Golden Jubilee of the Senate of Pakistan

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Senators and
Parliamentarians, honourable Dignitaries, Diplomats,
Ambassadors, High Commissioners, distinguished guests and
ladies and gentlemen, Assalam-o-Alaikum and very good
morning.

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 2™ day of the
Special Session as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the
Senate of Pakistan. Your presence is a testimony to importance
of this occasion and we are truly honoured to have you all here
today. Over the past 50 years, the Senate of Pakistan has played
a crucial role in shaping the political landscape of our great
nation. The upper House of Parliament has made all out efforts
to ensure that the voice of Pakistan’s federating units is heard
and their interests are represented at the highest level.



As we reflect upon the achievements of the Senate over
past 5 decades, we are reminded of the important role that this
august Chamber has played in strengthening democracy and
promoting the values of justice and equality. Today we reaffirm
our commitments to upholding the democratic principles that
have guided us over the years and we commit ourselves to
continue working towards the betterment of our beloved
country and its people. | am also proud to highlight that the
Senate has always gone an extra mile to promote regional and
international cooperation. The upper House contributed
significantly to the strengthening of Pakistan Foreign Policy and
international relations through active parliamentary diplomacy.
These efforts helped enhance bilateral ties and promoted
Pakistan’s image internationally.

In this regard | deemed it pertinent to mention here that
due to active efforts of Pakistan Senate, the Inter Parliamentary
Union during its plenary held in Kigali Rwanda last October
included on its agenda an emergency item for establishing a
loss and damage fund for nations affected by climate change. In
addition, the Senate also becomes the first Parliamentary
Chamber to submit the report to the IPU in response to its
survey concerning the SGD targets 16.6 and 16.7.

With these words | again extend my warmest welcome to
all our distinguished guests. | thank you for being a part of
these special celebrations. | hope that you will find today’s
session to be both informative and engaging. | look forward to
the discussion that will take place over the course of the day.
Thank you.

Continuing the Senate Special Session our honourable
Members will speak further today, the House will be addressed
by the honourable Prime Minister of Islamic Republic of



Pakistan, honourable Resident High Commissioners and
Ambassadors. The Secretary Senate will request them after
their speech to proceed to the podium and receive their
souvenirs and medallions, commemorative coins, stamp and
souvenir sheet from the Chair.

Now, | request His Excellency Mr. Senator Mohammad
Ishag Dar Leader of the House to please open the House with
his remarks.
Felicitation Speeches on the occasion of Golden Jubilee of the

Senate of Pakistan

Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Leader of the House

Senator Mohammad Ishag Dar (Leader of the House):
Thank you Mr. Chairman. Excellencies, it is a great day, we are
having 2™ day of our 50 years Senate Golden Jubilee
celebrations and we are grateful as you have decided to join us
at the invitation of the honourable Chairman. Its indeed a great
history of 50 years, this is a upper House and the resolve of this
House is to strengthen pluralism, equality, provincial autonomy
and all inclusive in participatory parliamentary democracy in
Pakistan. | have been lucky to serve 2 tenures in the National
Assembly of Pakistan between 1993 and 1997 and there was a
bleak period when there was no existence of, even thus this
House due to a coup d’état in Pakistan in October, 1999.

The system renewed and restarted in 2002 for the
National Assembly and in 2003 this august House and since
2003 | am lucky again to have been part of this House in the last
20 years. We collectively engage ourselves, we follow the
democratic principles, we have standard procedure of the
committees, we work in tandem with the other House and we
come up with the recommendations of any law that has to be
passed, by both Houses except the Finance Bill, where the
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prerogative of this House is to give advisory recommendations.
Since | have also been serving as a Finance Minister of Pakistan
in different tenures, | have tried my best to accommodate
much of the recommendations of this House and to make it as
part of the Finance Bills which were ultimately passed during
2013-2017.

Excellencies, we also learn from the world democracies
and we have extensive interaction with you in our different
capacities as Senators, as Leader of the House, as Finance
Minister and my colleagues in their own parliamentary
responsibilities.  Mr. Chairman, we always find great
cooperation from High Commissioners, Ambassadors and their
Embassies and their High Commissions. | believe that together
we can contribute on this planet for the betterment of human
values, democracy. | being a Finance man, | always add with
democracy the strengthening of the fiscal discipline with
transparency. | believe that the democracy alone cannot
achieve results unless this is compounded with a stringent and
a transparent fiscal discipline in any democratic system.

Mr. Chairman, | am grateful for you to have given me the
floor and once again on behalf of my colleagues and the entire
House | welcome all our valued guests who have been here this
morning and | hope they will enjoy the proceedings today,
thank you very much and thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. | now request Law Minister to

please give his remarks.
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister for Law and Justice

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister for Law and Justice:
_(f)lu"’)lw!({ Thank you very much Mr. Chairman! Once again

congratulations for arranging this epoch event | would say, the
50 years of Senate of Pakistan and the inaugural session we had
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the opportunity to listen to the people from different walks of
the society including the prominent lawyers, the businessmen,
the media people. A wonderful idea of converting the House
into a Committee of Whole and inviting all honourable guests
to join us on the floor of the House and express their
sentiments is working so well, the distinguish guests who
attended previous sessions, later on met at the lunches and
dinners and they were extremely happy and excited as well that
honourable Chair provided forum for all of them to sit together,
look back at the history of the Pakistani politics and the
constitutional history of Pakistan and moreover to discuss the
issues which are faced by the nation today.

Mr. Chairman! | believe that Senate of Pakistan as has
previously been contributing for strengthening the democratic
system in Pakistan, working for the rule of law, supremacy of
Constitution will continue this strive and shall stand distinguish

in its role -x” WL o It would be appropriate if | also
acknowledge the role of Senate of Pakistan in the previous
decades, in the international parliamentary activities including
IPU and Common Wealth Forums where Senate of Pakistan
alongwith our fellow members from National Assembly of
Pakistan have been representing Pakistan and highlighting our
view points with clarity and vision.

Taking advantage of the presence of the Excellencies, we
are again thankful that you joined on this historical occasion. |
would also take opportunity to highlight the challenges faced by
the climate change to the nation of Pakistan. As many of you
were here as a part of the global family living in Islamabad, the
last summers, the devastating rains and floods, it was
altogether a different Pakistan which we have seen. We have
been highlighting this problem for many years at different fora
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and eventually what was apprehended we have seen with our
own eyes. Pakistan is contributor of less than 1% emissions as
far as the statistics are concerned, but we paid the heavy toll.
We are also grateful to the world community, the way they
came forward; they actually contributed to lessening our
sufferings and again averting back to the Geneva event, the
world community, the multi-laterals came forward with open
arms and open hearts and stood with Pakistan. We must
appreciate the role of the world in that regard.

Mr. Chairman! this is an occasion where all of us should
once again stand together for Pakistan, we are going through
tough times and there is a need of a larger dialogue on the
economy and strengthening of our political institutions. So, let’s
pledge today that for Pakistan and for the people of Pakistan
we shall stand united, we shall stand firm. Thank you very much
Sir.

Mr. Chairman: | now give the floor to former Chairman
Senate Mian Raza Rabbani, at the moment the House is
converted into the Committee of the Whole.

(At this moment the House was converted into

Committee of the Whole)
Senator Mian Raza Rabbani

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: Mr. Chairman! At the very
outset, let me take this opportunity of congratulating you, the
Senate Secretariat and your team for having envisaged and
given practical shape to the three days celebrations of the 50"
Anniversary of the Senate of Pakistan. | would especially take
this opportunity of congratulating you on having successfully
organized this event.

Mr. Chairman! Having said that and also after the two
formal speeches delivered by the honourable Leader of the
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House and by the honourable Law Minister. | think it is time
that we get back, regardless of the facts that we have
dignitaries with us, to the nitty-gritty of what we have been
able to achieve and what we have not been able to achieve in
the last 50 years.

Mr. Chairman! Today | think you would be a little happy
because | would keep my guns away from the Establishment
and | would follow the sayings or the teachings of Chairman
Mao Zedong who said that we should do criticism and self-
criticism. And when we do criticism Mr. Chairman, of our role
as a parliament inclusive of the Senate, then Mr. Chairman, it
comes to me that what Parliament is doing. For the last two
days the situation as it prevails in the provincial capital of
Punjab is unconstitutional and a total denial of the rule of law.
The statement yesterday of the Special Envoy on Afghanistan
from the United States trying to teach Pakistan a lesson.
Parliament should have told him to mind his own business,
because we are capable of facing our own internal crises. Then
Mr. Chairman! When | look back into history, | am forced to say
that why did Parliament pass the bill on the extension of the
Chief of Army Staff. Then Mr. Chairman, when | look back | am
again forced to say that why did Parliament pass the
amendment for Special Military Courts. When | further look
back, | am reminded of the time that when we became a rubber
stamp on being told that the dialogue has already been
initiated with the TTP and Parliament merely rubber stamped it.

Mr. Chairman! It was behind Parliament’s back that the
question of resettling of TTP militants was taken and Parliament
remained a silent spectator Mr. Chairman. It does not end over
there. Today there is an increase in terrorism in Pakistan and
that increase in terrorism is directly related to the policies that
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have been followed in the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
but Parliament is yet to be taken into confidence. And | am
happy Mr. Chairman, that when | make this remark the
honourable Minister for Finance is present. Neither before nor
today has Parliament ever been taken into confidence on what
are the conditionalities of the IMF. If Parliament is to be kept in
the dark, if the people of Pakistan are to be kept in the dark,
then alas! what are the 50 years for Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman! It is absolutely out of the ordinary and
extraordinary the manner in which the staff agreement
between Pakistan and the IMF is being delayed. It has never
happened in the history of the World before but Parliament is
not being taken into confidence. Is it because there is greater
World agenda which wants Pakistan to play a role, which is not
in accordance with its National Security needs or it’s National
Security priorities. The question arises, is Pakistan under some
sort of pressure? Is the delay because of some sort of pressure
to be exerted on Pakistan’s Nuclear, or is it that there any
pressure on strategic relationship between us and China, oris it
that some imperial powers in the new context of the World
order want a presence in the region, and | will be winding up, in
the context of the new World order, want a presence in the
region but alas! these debates and this information is not
forthcoming to the Parliament. Parliament remained silent
when the internal proceedings of the Houses of Parliament
were taken up in the Supreme Court and the High Courts of
Pakistan and dictation was given right down to the timing, but
the Parliament did not react, Parliament remained silent. When
under the Doctrine of reading in Article 63(A) was interpreted.
Parliament today remains silent on the fact that there is a big



debate taking place outside of Parliament, this is the
unfortunate part.

On the question of the actual intent of the Legislation
which originates from Parliament and Judicial law making but
we remain silent. In conclusion, | would just like to say that
when Parliament has put its act together, when the Senate has
put its act together, the Senate stood as Stalingrad in the face
of General Zia’s military dictatorship. When the Senate put
itself together, this very Committee of the Whole saw the Chief
of the Army Staff, DG MO, DG ISI, DG Ml all present here before
the Committee of the Whole of the Senate. This very
Committee of the Whole saw the Chief Justice of Pakistan
sitting where you are sitting today Mr. Chairman and
addressing and being a part of the proceedings of the
Committee of the Whole, so when the Parliament exerts itself
results flow but when the Parliament recuses, when Parliament
goes into its shell, when Parliament becomes shy of facing the
odds it is then when the extra forces get an opportunity of
taking that vacuum. Thank you.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Mian Raza Rabbani you
are requested to receive your memento from Mr. Chairman.

(t{u?J{wd&gii;u}ﬁ’%{m&g/Lz;uy;j:a;wut}:%,.,te/,d“r J)

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Leader of the House please.

You were supposed to debate. You want to say something.
Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar, Leader of the House

Senator Muhammad Ishaqg Dar: Thank you so much Mr.
Chairman. As always we have very valuable comments from our
colleague and Former Chairman Honourable Senator Raza
Rabbani. Let me remind him that | am the one who actually first
time uploaded the agreement with IMF on the website on 1
January, 1999. | became Finance Minister on 6" November,
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1998, programme was suspended and | pledged to the nation
that every word would be uploaded on the website and
everybody will have the access. Let me assure my brother Raza
Rabbani that the moment this SLA and MEFP would be finalized
it will be uploaded on the website of the Finance History of
Pakistan. | pledge it, we owe this to this nation.

My brother has great democratic qualities, let us make
no mistake, each one of us has the patriotic feelings and love of
our Country and the system. | believe in transparency, | believe
in fiscal discipline. | went in exile for five years because of
imposing fiscal discipline in this Country across the board. No
Finance Minister before and after had the courage to take them
on. So, let me assure you that the reason nobody is ready to
compromise on the Nuclear or the Missile programme of
Pakistan, no way. We are responsible citizens of Pakistan, we
represent people of Pakistan. We are here to protect and guard
our National interests. Nobody has the right to tell Pakistan that
what range of Missiles it can have and Nuclear weapons. We
have to have our own deterrence.

So, as far the IMF’s programme delay is concerned let me
also share with my honourable brother and as well as with the
House. This is not a new programme which has been finalized
or agreed upon or entered into by this Government.

(délan)
Leader of -fHouseq;Luiu!+agu{!-uf{ug/““:uﬁj;%?te
_ui‘j/..g/‘".;l'ugc‘:./uthe House
Senator Muhammad Ishaqg Dar: This is a new tradition,
the tradition before was that when the Leader of the House and

Leader of the Opposition speak you give them the time and the
time was unlimited. | am seeing a change in the tradition of the
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House, please for heaven sake. | am only explaining what my
brother said; | am sharing the details with him and with the
House. What | am saying is that this programme was entered
into the previous regime in 2019. This programme should have
been over by 2022, normally there are 12 reviews of EFF
extended Finance Facility Programme and the one completed in
the history of Pakistan was 2013-16 programme. Twelve
reviews, each review was made public. It seems that the
arrangements of 2019 with IMF had been different and a new
programme. State Bank Law Amendments this very much
Parliament passed and after that the monetary policy has
become too independent in my opinion, but obviously my
opinion is my opinion. What | am saying is that this review
actually looks like that each time the review is a new
programme, which is very uncustomary with the IMF.

So, the delay is not on the part of the government of
Pakistan, it has been an extensive engagement, unusual, too
lengthy, too long, and too demanding but we have completed
everything. Let me be very frank with you that at the time of
previous reviews certain friendly Countries have made
commitments to bilaterally support Pakistan. IMF is now asking
that they should actually complete and materialize those
commitments and that is the only delay and | can assure the
House that the moment it is done and the staff level agreement
is signed, | will make sure that it would be uploaded on the
website of the Pakistan. Thank you very much.

_gui@cﬁ’/f}::uﬁﬁ'%«l}e
Senator Mushtaq Ahmed
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. It is good to see can did and

open discussion in the presence of our esteemed guests which
is the very spirit of democracy. Our guest diplomats will also
address the House in between. So, we can also have their views
on this momentous occasion. | am confident that the House will
continue to have your presence through the second half as well
after the launch when the Prime Minister of Pakistan will also

join. Now, | request H.E. Ambassador of the European Union to

please give your remarks.
H.E. Dr. Riina Kionka, Ambassador of the European Union

H.E. Ambassador of the European Union (Dr. Riina
Kionka): Mr. Chairman, honourable members of the senate,
colleagues and distinguished guests. Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to speak on behalf of the European Union. First
and foremost sincere congratulations to the parliament, to the
Senate, on this momentous occasion. Elected bodies ensure
people power, people dedicate their voice to their elected
representatives, who in turn ensure good governance and the
rule of law. Crucially these representatives are held accountable
by the very people who elected them. These principles define
the roles and responsibilities of a citizen as well as the
parliament. Democracy is therefore one of the core values of
the European Union. We practice our rights through regular
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elections, both at the individual member state level as well as at
the wunion level. And the previous European parliament
elections, for instance, were the second largest democratic
exercise in the world, seeking the views of our 450 million
citizens. Parliament is a forum where matters of national
importance are discussed, new initiatives are proposed, and if
you will, debates conducted over differences of opinions. It’s a
forum where democracies implemented through active
participation, debate, argument, to arrive at a consensus that
serves the nation as a whole, as it looks to the future.
Therefore, parliaments play an indispensable role in ensuring
democracy through checks and balances by keeping
governments accountable, and by guaranteeing legislative
continuity. As the Senate of Pakistan celebrating its golden
jubilee, I am proud that the EU has been a partner for Pakistan
for most of this time, as we mark 60 years of Pakistan EU
relations, relationship which is strategic in nature. As the result
of hard work and collaboration, Pakistan benefits from the
Generalized Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+) since 2014. The
EU is one of Pakistan’s largest trading partners under this
scheme; almost 80% of Pakistan’s exports may enter the EU
duty and quota free. As a result, the EU is in fact Pakistan’s
single most important trading partner with 1/3™ of all exports
finding their way into the European’s single market. These
trade preferences are linked to the implementation of 27
international conventions on human rights, good governance,
environmental protection and labour rights. Why do | bring this
up? It is because on the EU side, the European Parliament is
actively involved in this work and in the coming months, it will
be crucial for Pakistan’s Parliament as well to play an equally
active role in the reapplication process.
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| would like to highlight that since 2012, the EU has been
collaborating closely with Pakistan for parliamentary support
and promotion of good governance through their support to
Parliamentary Development in Pakistan Programmeme
‘Mustehkum Parlimaan’. We aim to support the functioning of
parliamentary institutions both at the federal and the provincial
level in order to turn action into the ideas or turn the ideas into
action, which | mentioned earlier.

Today, most countries world-wide have opted to live
under democracy and be governed by democratic principles but
as we know, democracy in real life is never an easy business
including in Pakistan today as we are fully in pre-election mode.
The European Union retains the hope and indeed the
expectation given GSP+ that as the democratic election process
rolls out this year as for seen in the Constitution, all involved
demonstrate their commitment to democracy by holding
themselves and others to the rule of law and human rights
including the freedom of expression.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to address you
today and happy birthday to this august House of democracy.
Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you Madam Ambassador.

Mr. Secretary Senate: | would request the honourable
Ambassador of the European Union to please come forward
and receive the memento from the honourable Chairman
Senate. Thank you.

(At this moment, honourable Chairman Senate presented
commemorative medal to the Ambassador of European Union)

i LTI Qe ST ioole G 07 s G2E b
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Mr. Chairman: Now, | request the High Commissioner of

South Africa to address to the House, please.
H.E. Mthuthuzeli Madikiza, High Commissioner of South Africa to
Pakistan

The High Commissioner of South Africa to Pakistan (H.E.
Mthuthuzeli Madikiza): Honourable Chairman, H.E. Muhammad
Sanjrani, honourable members of the Senate and National
Assembly, Excellencies and distinguished guests, | am
particularly honoured to stand here before you and in this
august House to participate in the Golden Jubilee celebrations
of its existence. It is indeed my singular honour to stand here
on the shoulders of Nelson Mandela, the former President of
South Africa who addressed this House and the National
Assembly in the Joint Sitting twenty four years ago.

Excellency honourable Chairman, since the first recorded
Parliament in the history in the 1200, a lot has happened with
these institutions. Many a times, these institutions enacted
laws that were detrimental to mankind. As we all know, some
at times, they endorsed colonization, slavery, racial segregation
and oppression of others. They have endorsed the plundering
of resources of others to the benefit of the powerful. They have
as well played a positive role in promoting human
development, freedom, a better world and turn around.

Much more liberal constitutions have been promulgated
by parliaments. In this regard, it is worth mentioning of the
evolution of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan. The golden thread in all Constitutions of Pakistan is
the quest of freedom and equality. We are particularly thankful
for the pronouncements that 1973 Constitution made with
regard to fundamental human rights in Chapter 1. This Chapter
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encouraged all of us, including South Africa, to view this noble
idea as achievable.

Honourable Chairman, on the précis of the above, | am
convinced that it was this Parliament and this House that
endorsed many domestic and foreign policies that supported
independence struggles of the African Continent in general. It is
this Parliament and this House that endorsed the plethora of
United Nations’ resolutions that eventually criminalized racial
discrimination policies of Apartheid South Africa, in particular. It
is because of the work of this House and Parliament that former
and late President Nelson Mandela decided to visit Pakistan
twice. He addressed this House and the National Assembly in a
Joint Sitting and through it, thanked the people of Pakistan for
this unwavering support.

Africa is grateful to the contribution of Pakistan in
silencing the guns in that continent, the continent of the future,
so that we can forecast on development. Had it not been for
this Parliament, this House, the sacrifices made by women and
men of Pakistan Armed Forces, the achievement of the noble
goal of peace would be a pipe-dream. It is for this reason that
Pakistan should move forward to establish strong and deep
economic and trade relations with Africa. It is only prudent to
participate in Africa’s development agenda. We thank this
institution for supporting to “look Africa and engage Africa
policy”.

Honourable Chair, when | arrived here in 2020,
unfortunately, it was just before the devastating Corona Virus
pandemic. | could hear the groans of the Pakistanis yearning for
Cricket games to come back in their country. Thanks God that
happened in 2021 and | am proud that we were the first
national team that came to Pakistan who make a break to that
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drought of Cricket games. Anyway, we decided to lose because
we did not want to come and beat hosts in their house. Mr.
Chairman, somebody said to me, well on the return, we can
beat you again but there when you visit us. So, thank you. We
decided not to do anything bad to visit us.

Mr. Chairman, | am dreaming of helping to organize a
young amateur team of cricketers before my tenure is over to
go to South Africa and play young amateur from the poorest of
the poor just to keep them dream beyond their villages, to
think beyond Pakistan, know the world, that is, just besides
looking at the people to people relations of the future. | know
that this House will support and endorse that.

Mr. Chairman, the last point that | want to make is to
really congratulate Pakistan, people of Pakistan, this House in
particular and say happy birth day to this House. Thank you
very much.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much His Excellency.

Mr. Muhammad Qasim Samad Khan (Secretary Senate): |
would request H.E High Commissioner of South Africa to please
come over and receive a special memento from the Chairman
Senate.

(On this occasion Chairman Senate presented commemorative
Medal to the High Commissioner of South Africa)
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Former Senator Sanaullah Baloch
First of all | _ﬁyﬂu’}?ifbﬂﬁ:!dﬁ/’:’v .,l:e(,}j.:,/. Bk WLE L
J.ﬁ«&’Luﬁ_jwould like to congratulate you and your team,
_uﬁ/Mag;}J:.LliLGolden Jubilee
| have been part and parcel of this House starting from 2003 till
2008. Though, | spent three years in exile, | was not Table to
express my opinion and represent my province in a true sense

during that very difficult period when General Musharraf was
Incharge of this country.
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| have been part and parcel of the National Assembly, | was (U~

the youngest Member of National Assembly, now | am member
of Provincial Assembly of Balochistan, so | have the experience
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Pakistan has a very comprehensive and detailed 5 ¢ i £

Constitution, but unfortunately this Parliament and all
institutions have failed to implement the Constitution. For
instance Articles 8 to 28 guarantee the fundamental rights. Part

U2 OF QUIGcFArticle 8 to 28 UF £ il 4 10s 2 1, Chapter ().
Balochistan is left behind in the corner _ugﬁbfuif'd,«kggfg&gu’{
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Lr.:tjut‘ 18" AmendmentsYesterday, there was a discussion
My honourable colleague Senator _uf d» amendments —/

we have failed, the Parliament has ‘g,JagflL Mushtaq Sahib

failed to implement that Article, that guarantees which have
been provided in the Constitution and later on in the 18"

Article 160 . %/ Jufc‘:,tg qf =l JAmendment, Article 158
[}u’! Golk - l‘./g ¥ ufa u)l/wg «»National Finance Commission
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» Sand their representatives should be provided an opportunity
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it is half of Pakistan « pressing issue « — Kutfg =Sy U b sk
covering an area of 347, 190 square kilometers. It has been two

decades since Balochistan is bleeding but this Parliament has
failed to solve the issue of Balochistan democratically, decently
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Mr. Chairman: Now, | would like to request his Excellency
Ambassador of Kingdom of Jordan to address the House.
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H.E. Mr. Ibrahim Almadani, Ambassador of Kingdom of Jordan

H.E. Mr. Ibrahim Almadani: Bismillah Ir Rehman Ir Rahim.
The honourable Chairman Senate Mr. Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani, respected Parliamentarians, fellow colleagues of
diplomatic corps, ladies and gentlemen:

M;’?u({’yﬂ})'

It is a great pleasure and honour to have the chance to
speak today on this auspicious occasion and this Special Day. |
extend my sincere congratulations to the leadership and people
of Pakistan on this glorious occasion as the blessed journey of
the Council began in accordance with the vision of wise
leadership that laid the founding stone of this edifice to
represent the will and participation of the loyal Pakistani people
in managing the affairs of their country.

(Arabic)

This is the evidence of importance of Shura in Islam
which Allah Almighty has made a way of life and a way to run
the affairs of country. Therefore, the system of governance
derived from our true religion and contained in the permanent
Constitutions. As regards to our relationship, | feel happy to say
that we two countries enjoy brotherly relations within the
Islamic sphere based on the solid foundations of mutual respect
and enjoyed cooperation on political and military aspects
where continuous political consultation and constant meetings
between the two leaderships of States focuses on coordinating
political views and efforts bilaterally and multilaterally in
respect of major regional and international developments and
issues.

The people and leadership of Jordan have been following
the developments in Pakistan with keen interest. We fully
appreciate the efforts to maintain stability and prosperity in the
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region and the world as a whole. As the world is transforming
and countering multiple international challenges such as
climate change, food insecurity, earthquakes and energy crisis.
This has created an environment which demands deep
partnerships and adoptability based on our mutual interests
and ambitions. We must work together as international
community to overcome these challenges.

With these words, | once again congratulate you on this
occasion. May Allah bless Pakistan with peace, security and
prosperity. Thank you.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Your Excellency, | would request
you to kindly come over and receive your memento from the
honourable Chairman.

(At this stage, Mr. Chairman presented the memento to His
Excellency Mr. Ibrahim Almadani, Ambassador of Kingdom of
Jordan)

Mr. Secretary Senate: There is a brief announcement for
our guests from the diplomatic corps. Refreshment is available
in the left lobby. Please, feel free to go.

Mr. Chairman: Now, | would like to request his Excellency

Ambassador of Palestine to address the House.
H.E. Mr. Ahmed Jawad A.A. Rabaei, Ambassador of Palestine

(His excelleny Mr. Ahmed Jawad A.A. Rabaei delivered his
speech in Arabic)

Mr. Secretary Senate: Your Excellency, | would request
you to kindly come over and receive your memento from the
honourable Chairman.

(At this stage, Mr. Chairman Senate presented the
Commemorative Medal to His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Jawad A.A.

Rabaei Ambassador of Palestine)
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Mr. Chairman: | now request his excellency Ambassador

of Republic of Tunisia to please give his remarks. Not present?
Honourable Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you. Bismillah-
ir-Rehman-ir-Raheem. Mr. Chairman, heartiest congratulations
to you, to your team, to all the honourable current and former
Senators, who are celebrating 50 years of the Senate of
Pakistan and a very very warm welcome to the distinguished
diplomatic corps based in Islamabad, the honourable
Ambassadors, the honourable high commissioners and all of
them are persons who are friends of Pakistan and we are also
personal friends and also we have the dean of the diplomatic
corps here. So, | think it is a great opportunity for all of us. |
request our honourable diplomatic corps to be patient because
this session is going to continue till one O’ clock. We will give
you food for thought then we will give you the food at one
O’clock and then after that, | think the honourable Prime
Minister of Pakistan will come here to meet us and then there
will be a group photograph. So, kindly bear with us and stay and
you will have a very interesting and outstanding personalities, it
is a very diverse and distinguished group from all over Pakistan
and | think we would like to have this interaction over the lunch
with the diplomatic corps and with the elected representatives
of Pakistan also.

Mr. Chairman, this is a very important occasion for
Pakistan’s democratic history because 50 years of the Senate
means, we are also celebrating Pakistan’s journey towards
democracy because Pakistan itself is an outcome of the
democratic process through the ballot box under the great
leadership of the father of the nation, Quaid-i-Azam,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, who was a great constitutionalist, a
great democrat and who believed in the supremacy of
Parliament and the supremacy of the ballot box. We have had
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some very important speeches from the honourable diplomatic
corps and | just like to mention briefly one of the speech from
Palestine and you should know that this House has taken the
lead in passing the most number of resolutions of any
Parliament on Palestine unanimously. So, this is the special
thing and the reference was made by the high commissioner of
South Africa, about Nelson Mandela, one of the greatest
personalities and when he came in 1999 to address the joint
session, at that time, | as Minister for Information, Culture and
Tourism had the privilege and honour of being his Minister for
waiting and | took him for four days and | was with him, the
Great Nelson Mandela and he also gave me his signed book
“Long Walk to Freedom”.

Mr. Chairman, | think we have had lot of positive and
negative things also but | would like to see the glass is half full
as a perennial optimist. The Senate has also played a very key
role in issues and here | would like to mention three or four
issues in which Senate of Pakistan took the lead. In 2003 when
the attack on Irag was being planned by the United States of
America. General Musharraf was the President of Pakistan at
that time and we were Member of the UN Security Council and
we were very close to the US in the so called war on terror, we
took the initiative in the Senate and we said we will oppose the
Irag War and we will oppose Pakistan’s participation in that and
| remember Senator Dar was here, Senator Raza Rabbani and
myself, we jointly drafted the resolution and that became state
policy. So, | think we have taken that initiative.

On Balochistan also in 2005 a committee was formed, |
was chairing a sub-Committee of it, other members were also
there and that gave a report, unfortunately, it was not
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implemented but report was a landmark event because it was
unanimously focussed on the problems of Balochistan.

Sir, on Climate Change, honourable ambassadors and
high commissioners, you should know that the Senate of
Pakistan took the lead ten years ago when for the first time; |
was chairing the committee for a green and clean Pakistan. We
had the first public hearing in the Parliament of Pakistan on
climate change, on the environment and we had published our
media manual.

| would also like to mention on foreign policy and security
issues under the leadership of Senator Raza Rabbani, we had
the Parliamentary Committee on National Security and it gave
its report unanimously on the terms of engagement with the
United States of America after the Salalah incident and the
Shamsi Air Base was closed down and we got an apology from
the United States of America because for what they had done
to our soldiers at the Salalah Check Post.

So, the Senate has played that role and insha Allah it will
continue to play that role. Yes the glass is half full. There are a
lot of things which are lacking but | think it is upto us also,
people on both sides of aisle and | am missing our members
from the Opposition, | wish they had come because this is a
collective issue. Saving democracy, supporting the supremacy
of Parliament is not just about the Government benches, it is
about Opposition also and we hope that may be tomorrow or
day after they can join us but thank you Mr. Chairman for
taking this initiative and thank you honourable ambassadors
and high commissioners and you will not be bored, this is going
to be a democratic, inclusive debate. Stay and bear with us.
Thank you so much. It is like a family reunion and | am seeing
dashing young man like Senator Javed Abbasi and ladies also
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there. It is a pleasure, sir, to welcome all this and thank you for
organizing this. All the best.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. H.E. Ambassador of Tunisia.
Not here.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Mushahid please come
forward and receive the medallion from the Honourable
Chairman.
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Mr. Chairman: | request His Excellency the Ambassador

of Yemen to share his views with this august House, thank you.
H.E. Ambassador of Yemen

H.E. Ambassador of Yemen: Thank you very much His
Excellency.
B JTEE s
His Excellency Chairman Senate of Pakistan, Excellency
Senators, my dear colleagues, the Ambassadors and High
Commissioners,
TR Ab’;‘?/)f{:u’;w’
It gives me a pleasure to extend my sincere felicitation to
you, to this prominent House on its 50" Anniversary of its
establishment and to Pakistan and its brotherly great people. |
also take this opportunity to convey Yemen Shura Council
Chairman’s greetings to your Excellency and to this House. | am
thankful to your Excellency for the invitation that enable me
among my colleagues and others to attend this event and
proceedings. It is a unique experience to be at the Senate of
Pakistan and to listen the distinguished Senators and their
arguments and thoughts on some bigger domestic issues.
Excellency Chairman, no doubt Pakistan has cut a long and good
journey in democracy and adopting dialogue and solving issues
and it is a valuable model for democracies beginners. Excellency
| think, having a solid system and strong institutions is the
guardian for any state besides its own people. Excellency,
Pakistan is an important country Islamically and internationally
and it’s being counted on in its participation in peace and
security. Yemen Government and its people appreciate
Pakistan’s stand and its position to the peace, stability of
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Yemen, its territorial integrity and the current serious
challenges Yemen faces. Yemen and Pakistan enjoy excellent
and cordial relations and they have common issues, interests,
political and diplomatic support.

Excellency, once again my heartfelt felicitation, prayers
of success to this distinguished House and to Pakistan for
further advancement and prosperity.

YN ’;l}fwjlfé}‘}

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much His Excellency.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Excellency Ambassador of Yemen,
you are requested to please receive your memento from the
Chairman.
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The first thing is that go for true implementation of law and
true implementation of law is only possible, if we have strong
standing committees. When a standing committee starts its
functioning at 11°0 clock in the morning and then 12.30 you
come to know that another meeting is going to happen there
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| now request his Excellency, Ambassador of Mauritius to

express his views please.
H.E. Soobadar Rashidally, Ambassador of Mauritius

H.E. Soobadar Rashidally (Ambassador of Mauritius):
Assalam-o-Alaikum. Allow me Excellency to congratulate you
and your team for celebrating such an important event in the
life of your nation. You have reached at the age of maturity 50
years, Excellency, at this age usually we do not commit
mistakes, and no mistake is allowed at this stage. Excellency,
institutions are very very important in the life of the nation.
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They are the real watchdogs of the nation, when institutions
function properly, rule of law is there, good governance is
there, accountability is there. All these characteristics are to be
safe guarded by the important institution like the Senate of
Pakistan. We in Mauritius, very small nation, we have been able
to build a real Democratic State. We rank 20" in the World out
of 200 Nations. Democracy is not there beyond and all of the
ever seen, Democracy leads to freedom, freedom of
expression, freedom of movement, freedom of worship.

| have been reading something very important which |
will be sharing with you today, recently | have seen 70% of the
World population lives under autocracies, only 30% lives under
democracy. So, here Pakistan has very significant role to play in
trying to establish real democracy in the World. | will be ending
here by congratulating Pakistan the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
which is in fact trying to come out of the difficult situation that
this Country is undergoing these days.

Mauritius is very small, far from here, located in the
middle of the Indian Ocean, building a small Nation, working
hard to establish peace in the World. We offered to the World a
model of peaceful cohabitation. Mauritius is a plural society, my
mother tongue is French. We have been able through
Parliament, we have an unicameral Institution. One Parliament
and through our Parliament we have successfully build a very
cohesive society. Where people of different faith, different
cultures, different religion, cohabit together, work together,
prosper together. We build only bridges we do not revolt.
Thank you.

(At this stage, Mr. Chairman (Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani)
occupied the Chair)
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Excellency.
Excellency you look like a Senator today.

Mr. Secretary Senate: | will request his Excellency
Ambassador of Mauritius to please come and receive a
memento from the Chairman.

(At this moment the Chairman Senate presented the

Commemorative Medal to the Ambassador of Mauritius)
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el St sl e AR
Senator Samina Mumtaz

Senator Samina Mumtaz: Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Honourable members and guests and everyone, Asslam-o-
alaikum. Sir, thank you for giving me the opportunity; | feel
honoured to be a part of this today.

On this occasion, | would like to remind ourselves the
benefits of the House of the Federation which has conferred at
this federal republic to be known as Islamic Republic of Pakistan
as referred in Article 1 of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of
Pakistan 1973. Although different powers are being exercised
by an Upper House and other federal or unitary forms of
Government, such as in Italy, Switzerland and the US, approval
of the Upper House is required for appointment of the
Government Ministers. For example in Japan, the Upper House
is involved in the election of Prime Minister. Similarly, US
Constitution provides that the President may nominate
members of the Supreme Court but the appointment only
occurs with the advice and consent of the Senate.

Sir, when we talk about the role of Senate in our
country’s political context regardless of the fact that the
Constitution of Pakistan does not assign any extra-ordinary or
unique role to the Senate of Pakistan, we find that the Senate
has a very important role and it is much indigenous in our
constitutional paradigm of national harmony and unity among
its federating units under a federal republic.

Sir, | would like to be very precise and submit a few
proposals. It is quite unfortunate the most of the time that we
use a supreme forum in order to resolve or highlight our
political agendas rather than talking upon matters causing
deprivation among the provinces. In this regard, | would

53



propose that the Secretariat must be directed to make a report
of each session of the House in a qualitative manner rather
than in a quantitative manner. We should come to know what
type of topics were discussed in each session, for how many
times session was prorogued due to boycotts or arguments or
how grievances of the provinces were resolved etc. Earlier, |
had also forwarded my written request to the honourable
Chairman in this regard.

Sir, secondly, apart from making a list of reports of the
House work, resolutions, motions, questions, legislations, we
need to talk about the present status of the implementation
upon on all these initiatives taken in the past in order to protect
the rights of provinces. We always take initiatives but we never
take up the follow up seriously of the implementations.

Sir, one such initiative to ensure greater provincial
autonomy is the historic 18™ Amendment. Unfortunately, even
after twelve years and three months of this passage, we find its
poor implementation. For example, the amendment to Clause 1
of Article 161 ensures the entitlement of the provinces to
revenues generated from natural gas and oil but this is not
happening in Balochistan. This province used to supply gas to
46% of the country but today, the reserves have shrunk to 15%.
Sixty per cent districts of Balochistan are deprived of the gas.
The non-payment of gas royalty of Balochistan is still
unresolved. Sir, we need to form an implementation committee
on the 18™ Amendment.

Similarly, Aghaz-e-Hagooq Balochistan Package was
launched in 2011, where is its implementation? In 2021, a
Senate’s implementation committee was formed in this regard
but we could not see any substantial action taken in this regard.
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Mr. Chairman, ensuring implementation upon such
reforms is the core responsibility of the Senate. Therefore, such
reforms should become a part of the legislation so that the
Government may have mandated to implement these reforms.
Making laws to protecting the rights of provinces should be a
part of the Senate’s mandate.

Last but not least, it is my humble proposal to start
demonstrating unity and solidarity on the matters of the
national and provincial interests at this forum. Since Pakistan is
passing through hard times and our nation is already exposed
to intolerance, extremism and many other vices, demonstrating
solidarity and peace is the core responsibility of this House’s
members. Let us be united, leave political conflicts for the
common good of our nation. Thank you once again.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Samina Mumtaz, would
you please come over and receive your memento from the
honourable Chairman.

(At this moment, honourable Chairman Senate presented the
commemorative medal to Senator Samina Mumtaz)

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Moroccan Ambassador.
H.E. Ambassador of Morocco

H.E. Ambassador of Morocco: Excellency Muhammad
Sadig Sanjrani, Chairman of the Senate, sitting and former
members of the prestigious institution, | now want to use this
moment to convey to you the heartfelt felicitations of Naam
Miyara, the Chairman of the Upper House of the Kingdom of
Morocco and also the members on this prestigious occasion,
the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Senate of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
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Your prestigious institution since its foundation in 1973
until now, plays a key role in expansion of democracy and the
rule of law towards the development and progress of your
great nation. In this spirit, | hope and look forward to the
enhancement of the bilateral relations between the esteemed
institution and its counterpart in the Kingdom of Morocco to
share the experiences in this field and other areas in order to
promote harmony and cohesion for the benefit and the
realization of the hope of the people of the two brotherly
countries.

We all understand that the whole globe is going through
many challenges, food security, water scarcity, global warming
and many other issues that we have to share our experiences to
be hand in hand, to develop whatever we can and to go
forward.

Last but not least, | can only mention that the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan is deeply rooted in the hearts of the people
of the Kingdom of Morocco. Senator Mushahid Hussain can
testify on this while he was visiting Morocco few years ago and
many others Pakistanis starting in the immigration points and
while walking into the streets of the Kingdom of Morocco,
when they introduce themselves as Pakistanis, they are
received like home. The reason why is because graciously in
1952, the Government of Pakistan issued a diplomatic passport
to one of our national leaders, Ahmed Balafrej to defend the
cause of the independence of the Kingdom of Morocco at the
United Nations from the seat of Pakistan. That is why this is an
unforgettable gesture from the Government of Pakistan and
why the Pakistan and the people Pakistan whenever they are in
the Kingdom of Morocco, they feel themselves home. Thank
you so much for inviting us to the prestigious celebrations; we
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are hoping for more development and progress of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you Excellency.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Excellency Ambassador of
Morocco, you are requested to receive your memento from the
honourable Chairman Senate.

(At this moment, honourable Chairman Senate presented the
commemorative medal to H.E. Ambassador of Morocco)
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Mr. Chairman: Thanks everyone. The Committee of the

Whole is now adjourned and will meet by 2:40 pm. Thank you.
[At this moment the meeting of the Committee of the Whole
was adjourned to meet again at 2:40 pm today]

(The sitting of Special Session/ meeting of the Committee of the
Whole resumed after lunch break)

Mr. Chairman: Now, we resume the addresses. | would
like to request former Senator Syed Ehsan Shah to address the
Special Session. He is currently a Provincial Minister in
Balochistan. | am happy to share that his wife Naseema Ehsan is
a sitting Senator. Even now both are sitting together in the

House.
Former Senator Syed Ehsan Shah
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Now | request His Excellency, the Ambassador of Indonesia to

please address to the august House. His Excellency,

Ambassador of Indonesia. If you stand and address please.
H.E. Ambassador of Indonesia

Ambassador of Indonesia: -/ S (’ Honourable
Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani, Chairman, Senate of Pakistan,
Excellencies, respected Members of Parliament, distinguished

guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, _:K/J)b:fu(ébfwﬂ

Let me use this historical occasion of Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the Senate of Pakistan and it is a great respect
and honour for me to convey my warmest felicitations to the
honourable Chairman and all respected members of the Senate
on reaching this important milestones.

| heartedly commend the valuable contribution and
accomplishment of the Senate of Pakistan in strengthening a
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balanced, inclusive democratic Parliamentary system in
Pakistan.

Keeping the past traditions, Senate in bicameral
Parliamentary system has certainly played a vibrant role to
safeguard the interests of federating units through inclusive
equal representation. Similarly in Indonesian democratic
system, we also have the Upper House which we call regional
Representative Council which performs important legislative
functions for balancing the interests of provinces along with the
peoples’ aspirations for more autonomy with the objective to
preserve national harmony and unity of Indonesia. Happily the
parliamentary connections between our two countries are
getting stronger and a parliamentarian supports is akin to
explore more possibilities to enhance collaborations which we
believe in turn, will further enhance our mutually rewarding
relationship. | take once again this opportunity to assure that
Indonesia as an old friend and partner will continue to support
the representation of the institutions and initiative of Pakistan
for promoting democratic norms and traditions on its path for
peace and prosperity.

| hope that these Golden Jubilee celebrations of the
Senate will further strengthen the democratic norms and
traditions in Pakistan. This esteemed institute will continue to
play a valuable legislative role as a vital organ for the State in
maintaining national integrity, harmony and an effective
representation for the support of democratic process in
Pakistan.

| congratulate you again and on this momentous
occasion and wish you many more years of success and
accomplishments. Thank you very much.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much, Excellency.
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Mr. Secretary Senate: | request your Excellency, the
Ambassador of Indonesia to kindly collect your Memento from
the Honourable Chairman.

(At this stage Mr. Chairman Senate presented a
Commemorative Medal to His Excellency Ambassador of
Indonesia)

Mr. Chairman: Now | request H.E. Mr. Yerzhan,
Ambassador of Kazakhstan. Where is Mr. Mr. Yerzhan? OK.

Next, Ambassador of Belarus.
H. E. Ambassador of Belarus

H.E. Ambassador of Belarus: Thank you Mr. Chairman. |
want to congratulate all the people of Pakistan on Golden
Jubilee of the 507 anniversary of the Senate of Pakistan.
Parliament is a key institution in every country and inter-
parliamentary dialogue is an important part of any inter-State
relationship. Belarus and Pakistan have established a corridor
through inter-parliamentary relationship as well as friendly and
constructive cooperation through the Parliamentary Union. So
Parliament of Belarus has formed the Working Group in
Cooperation with Pakistan. | hope that the Group in
cooperation with Belarus will be established in Parliament of
Pakistan. Belarus and Pakistan have exchanged bilateral visits of
high level parliamentary delegations before and that
contributed to the political dialogue of our two friendly
countries.

In this regard, | would like to take an opportunity and on
behalf of His Excellency, Natalya Kochanova, Speaker of the
Council of the Republic of Belarus, invite you Mr. Chairman to
visit Belarus with a delegation. To conclude let me wish you
peace, good health, harmony and prosperity. | thank you for
attention.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Excellency.
Mr. Secretary Senate: | request the Chair to present the
Memento to the Ambassador of Belarus.
(At this stage Mr. Chairman Senate presented a
Commemorative Medal to His Excellency Ambassador of
Belarus)
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For this, Mr. Chairman, compliments to you and your
Secretariat. | am going to be brief and | know you are going to
laugh at it because | say this every time and we then have an
altercation about what actually brevity is but anyway, thank you
very much for this opportunity. It has been a momentous day
to have former Senators, Parliamentarians, more distinguished
than us, speak here and to hear Ambassadors and other friends
speak to us about the value, the virtue and the importance of
democracy, the power of a parliamentary distinction and also of
the Senate which holds such value and an upholder of the
country’s federal aspirations. Now the country’s federal
aspirations mean the provinces and everyone from the
provinces. We all know about the history of the Senate,
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| am speaking in both languages so that all of our friends
can understand what | am saying. The Constitution has been
the very rope that has bound this country together in moments
of deep crises. It is important for us to understand that the
Senate represents all the provinces in equal proportion so the
principle of equality is ingrained in this particular House, in a
value and in @ manner that is not in any parliament here. So, |
would just want to say that while | appreciate everyone being
here and the spirit of pride and some level of celebration here,
these are difficult times for the country. As a member of the
Federal Cabinet | recognize that the responsibility on our
shoulders is very heavy as you can see | have not prepared a
speech, | was going to speak tomorrow but this comes from the
heart always. | have always valued being a Member of
Parliament and | believe that this is an important time for us to
give Parliament the kind of powers back that it deserves. | say
back because steadily all of us have been complicit in eroding
the powers of this Parliament, both Houses and in it | am not
accruing up, you know, apportioning blame. That is not the
spirit of today’s exercise but | do want to say that the
Parliament and this particular House even if it is afflicted by
political division, is better served by its opposition being on its
benches. So, we would have liked to see them here and we
would have welcomed them and found space for them always,
that is the power and spirit of democracy to find space for the
opposition not physically but also to talk, to build bridges and to
create some level of momentum for all the beliefs and the core
values that we speak about and has to mean more than words
and these actions, it is only in parliaments where we have
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Functional Committees, there work is done, there laws are
passed, where they are amended for the betterment of the
country and where we even make our mistakes and we have
acknowledged those because history is replete with our
mistakes and our shortcomings.

Mr. Chairman, nobody who has studied Pakistan’s even
recent past will say that parliament has been exemplary in its
behavior but parliament has still come a long way and
particularly the Senate which is considered to be the repository
of knowledge and service to the country. | am proud to say that
there are many moments under many Chairmen that this
House has conducted itself with honour. It is time that honour
is brought back and it is a great moment for us to be standing
here and service to our country but the best service is done by
acknowledging some truths and one of those, Mr. Chairman, is
that the country is beset by great political divides and great
uncertainty. | can tell you here that all is well and tomorrow
things will be better. Yes, indeed tomorrow will be better
because it just has to be better, we have to ensure it is better
for that there are better ministers to talk. My job as a Climate
Minister is to ensure that the subject is both internationally and
nationally viable and best understood. But | am also a member
of one of our coalitions, the Pakistan Peoples’ Party and | am
proud to say that when we talk of upholding the Constitution,
we must not forget that it means all of the Constitution. If it
means elections on time, it means elections on time. If it means
that we give space to the Opposition. We give space to the
Opposition but the law must be uniform for all with great
respect, | say everyone is watching unfortunately watching their
television screens for an Opposition Leader, who was the Prime
Minister and could have made himself worthy of much more
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respect by giving Pakistan the space and the time it needed to
recover. | am not going to say from what exactly, again, | have
taken responsibility, may be undue responsibility for many of
the trials and crises that face us. But you know, | must use this
time to say that we must remember with great humility that no
one is above the law, no one is above the Constitution and no
one must act against the state and even the courts and superior
courts when they act in what we see as not our interest and
when we see that courts, or we feel that courts are being
biased or un-just, at least, my party has always bowed their
heads from President Zardari to our stellar Prime Minister, who
made this Constitution, Shaheed Zulifgar Ali Bhutto who said |
would rather not compromise with history, | would rather be
remembered in history than to compromise on my principles.
Now those principles are bound by the Constitution of Pakistan,
which he wrote and which he under wrote and held the country
together. In times of crises, it is only principles that hold the
country together.

| know, mine is not an exciting and grandstanding speech
but it is time for us to understand that if we tried to respect the
law and if we feel the law is flawed then we must use
Parliament to amend those laws not defy the laws. This is the
place where laws are made, this is the place where laws are
amended, this is where the power of each legislator is to be
realised, not on the streets in defiance of the courts, the law or
even the police.

So, with these words | will once again thank you for the
opportunity and remember both my party and our coalition, |
also want just for one minute to remember, the women of
Pakistan who hold up half our sky and my mentor and leader
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto. | have mentioned Mr. Zardari who
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went to Jail for 12 years and the last time the police came to
pick him up at Zardari House, we were instructed to give the
police tea and cookies before they took him away. Faryal Talpur
who is the sister of President Asif Ali Zardari and who was 12
years in Jail without a conviction was taken away midnight, |
remember making a speech here, by one of those armoured
vehicles, like a terrorist, at midnight before Eid, one of our
great celebrations, from hospital while she was diabetic and
under treatment and what she underwent, not for me to say,
she would say it herself at some point but | do want to mention
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto who was my mentor and leader, who
gave great respect to Parliament, who sat here almost every
day either in her chamber or oversaw, what the Parliament did,
what we legislated, counted numbers, took it seriously and
what a pleasure it was, | was a member of the press at that
point to see her and her conduct in Parliament to see the
power she ascribed to it even to the Opposition and how she
reached out. Either as Leader of the Opposition or Prime
Minister because she understood, she understood the power of
Parliament which | hope is never misused, which | hope is never
abused but hope is not a plan, Mr. Chairman, | have always said
that and | think it would do us all, the country a great service
and send a very clear message to all enemies of Pakistan, to all
those who see gain in Pakistan’s vulnerability. | don’t think
Pakistan’s fragility at any point is going to go worse than this. |
think it will only be better but it is for us not as only powers that
be, it is for us as legislators, as political leaders to prove our
mettle, to be better and to bring to these Houses the spirit of
accountability, the spirit of governance, the spirit of unity that
countries in our condition need and when | say condition, look
at Pakistan’s climate vulnerability, look at the 33 million people

68



that were impacted, who are still vulnerable. In parts of Sindh,
there are still lakes and people still wondering how they will go
back to their homes. That winter of discontent has even passed
and now we have faced with the summer for boarding crisis.
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it is wonderful to see the House with visitors inside abd to be
enlightened by their views as well. So thank you very much for
your time.
~¢1};U:/I7~">‘vlr>
Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Sherry Rehman, madam if
you will please come forward and receive your memento.

(At this moment, Mr. Chairman Senate presented a
commemorative Medal to Senator Sherry Rehman)

Mr. Chairman: Now | request his excellency brother

Yerzhan the Ambassador of Kazakhstan please.
H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, Ambassador of Kazakhstan

Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin (Ambassador of Kazakhstan):
Honourable Chairman Senate, his excellency Sadig Sanjrani,
honourable Senators, honourable excellences, ladies and
gentlemen! Assalam-o-alaikum. First of all, please accept my
sincere heartfelt congratulations on your Golden Jubilee. It is a
great day and it is a great honour for us to be here as a part of
such great event. We believe that the Parliament has a very
important role to play in terms of developing and strengthening
democracy but not only that we also believe that the
Parliament can also play a very important and crucial role in
terms of developing international cooperation and | would like
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to express my sincere gratitude to the Senate, personally to the
Chairman of the Senate his excellency Sadig Sanjrani for your
great contribution in terms of strengthening ties between
Kazakhstan and Pakistan. Last year we celebrated its 30"
anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations between
our countries and for the first time we had a delegation from
the Parliament of Kazakhstan. Actually this Sunday we are going
to hold the yearly Parliamentary relation in Kazakhstan and
again for the first time, we invited a delegation of observers
from the Senate of Pakistan to be part of our elections. So, we
do believe that with your great support, with your great
contribution, we can resolve many issues that we have in our
bilateral agenda and once again | would like to thank you all for
your support. With many Senators we have very good relations,
we are in very close collaboration and almost on weekly basis
we discuss our bilateral agenda. | will give you just one
example. Thanks to your support, this year we are going to
launch direct flights between Kazakhstan and Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman: That is a very good news.

Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin (Ambassador of Republic of
Kazakhstan): Yes, and taking this opportunity | would like to
invite honourable Senators to visit our country to develop, to
strengthen Parliamentary cooperation and | believe that with
your help we will be able to bring our bilateral ties to new
heightens and finally to revive brotherly relations between
Kazakhstan and Pakistan. Once again, thank you so much
Kazakhstan and Pakistan dosti Zindabad.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much your excellency.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Now | would request the Chair to
present Souvenir to the Ambassador of Republic of Kyrgyzstan
to Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Ulanbek Totuieav.
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(At this stage Mr. Chairman Senate presented the Souvenir to
H.E. Ambassador of Republic of Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan, H.E. Mr.
Ulanbek Totuieav)

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Najy Benhassine, Country Director,
World Bank.
H.E. Mr. Najy Benhassine, Country Director, World Bank

Mr. Najy Benhassine: Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Raheem.
Excellency Hon’ble Chairman Senate, Mr. Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani, Senators, Excellencies, distinguished guests,
dignitaries it’s an honour for me today and the pleasure to be
here in the name of World Bank Group on this momentous
occasion as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Senate of
Pakistan, very proud and thank you for the invitation.

Fifty years ago this august House was established as a
symbol of democracy, a beacon of hope for the people of
Pakistan and over the years the Senate of Pakistan has played a
critical role in shaping the destiny of this great Nation. As we
reflect back we see a Senate that has stood up for the people of
Pakistan, that has fought for the rights and inspirations’ that
has upheld the principles of democracy under rule of law. It's a
critical platform for all law makers to discuss and debate the
Matters of Public Interests, it ensure that there is continuity in
the National affairs and that the concerns about the Federal
Units especially the smaller ones are equally represented in the
House and they are free to raise their voice before any law is
passed.

The World Bank Group is proud to work alongside the
people and the Government of Pakistan to reduce poverty, to
promote public prosperity and shared in sustainable
development and we have done so far in previous five decades.
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And together we have achieved much. We have supported
Pakistan’s efforts to expand access to education, health and
social protection as well as critical infrastructure, but we know
that much more needs to be done, this has been an extremely
challenging year and we have done our best to stand with the
people of Pakistan and with the Government of Pakistan. In
these difficult circumstances in face of the shocks that hit the
country, the climate shocks and the unprecedented floods as
well as the macro economic shocks and difficulties. We will
continue to work with you, and your governments to improve
human capital, access to education especially for girls, reducing
stunting, access to social protection and health services and on
climate resilience. What happened last summer is extremely
painful and tragical what climate change means it is not any
more a risk; it’s not any more in future it is here today and lots
needs to be done to increase the adaptation to these shocks in
preparedness of the country.

In the end | want to take this opportunity to commend all
the former and current law makers who have played their role
in making Senate a strong body of Pakistani Parliament and
ensuring that the voices of all Pakistanis are heard. As we
celebrate the Golden Jubilee today let us rededicate our-self to
the task in building better future for all Pakistanis, let us
continue to work together as partners to adjust the challenges
facing Pakistan and to promote sustainable inclusive and
equitable development. Thank you very much and Assalam-o-
Alaikum.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you Excellency.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Now | would request to the Chair
to present the Souvenir to Mr. Najy Benhassine, Country
Director, World Bank. Sir, if you would please.
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(At this stage Mr. Chairman presented the Souvenir to Mr. Najy
Benhassain, Country Director, World Bank)

Mr. Chairman: Now | would request H.E Ramez Alraee

the Syrian Ambassador to Pakistan to please deliver his speech.
H.E. Ramez Alraee , Ambassador of Syria

H.E. Ramez Alraee (Syrian Ambassador to Pakistan): H.E.
The Chairman Senate and ladies and gentlemen. Assalam-o-
Alaikum. | am honoured to get the opportunity to address this
august House today, while representing Syria.

Excellencies, brotherly relations between Syria and
Pakistan exist for decades based upon principles of mutual
respect and Muslim brotherhood and Pakistan shared great
cultural and historic values with Syria and have always worked
together at regional and international forums. But | strongly
believe that if the parliamentarians of the two countries can
work together, they can achieve even greater results. Since
they are the chosen people of their society and the ones who
formulate policies and the state laws.

During 2005 earthquake in Pakistan, Syrian President
ordered to send special aid flights to Islamabad and in the
aftermath of recent devastating earthquake in Syria which
resulted in huge human and material losses, Pakistani
government and people of Pakistan felt the pain of their Syrian
brothers and sisters and offered all kind of help and assistance
which is still continuing, so on behalf of Syrian Government and
its people | thank the Pakistani Government and people for
coming forward to help Syria.

At the end, | would like to convey an appeal of the Syrian
people who have been suffering from more than a decade due
to sanctions. To feel the agony and difficulties of the Syrian
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people and help to lift the sanctions on Syria on humanitarian
basis. Once again | would like to show my gratitude to be given
this opportunity to speak to this House at this historic moment
of Golden Jubilee Celebrations. | pray for further progress and
prosperity for the brotherly country of Pakistan and may
almighty Allah bless the humanity at large. Thank you very
much and Asalam-o-Alaikum.
Mr. Chairman: Waalaikum asalam. Thank you Excellency.
Mr. Secretary Senate: Now | would request H.E Ramez
Alraee the Syrian Ambassador to Pakistan, to please come
forward and receive your Souvenir.
(At this stage Mr. Chairman Senate presented the Souvenir to
H.E. Ramez Alraee, the Syrian Ambassador to Pakistan)

Mr. Chairman: Hon’ble Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad
please share words with us and | know, he knows better we

have short age of time today.
Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad

Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad: Thank you very much Mr.
Chairman. | really feel honoured; you have given me time that is
not less than a miracle, by all means. | am so indebted that
there are no words for your kindnesses. | will be very brief,
because | have heard from laureate saying that brevity is the
soul of wit. | really congratulate you for making all these
magnificent arrangements for this spectacular function of
Golden Jubilee. Senate really deserves it. And all the Hon’ble
guests who are participating, all of us are really obliged to them
that they spared time to sit with us and listen to our
observations on various aspects of Senate, its contributions
more so it’s story of successes and its story of inadequacies. But
to begin with, | must pay tribute to the architects of this edifice
of Constitution. We did not get Constitution till 1973. Mr,
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Chairman, you must have observed, it was a great example of
unity and diversity. The Parties who were to begin with not for
this country, they also were brought around by charismatic
personality like Zulfgar Ali Bhutto. So, that is mainly his
contribution to bring the nation on one platform. And the
Constitution since then has become, with little failing as well, a
lifeline for this country. So, on this we can develop the further
edifice of prosperity of continuity, of progress and of strength.
You might remember these two leaders, Zulfgar Ali Bhutto
Shaheed and Mian Nawaz Sharif, they played a monumental
role in the security and the durability of the existence of this
country. One started with the atomic programmeme and Mian
Nawaz accomplished it. It is, therefore, this country has become
militarily impregnable and we have at the beck and call of our
Muslim brethren to assist them in any situation of challenge,
openly and inwardly, this atomic capability of this country as a
source of strength. And almost this is a state of invincibility
despite our certain policies which are not yielding results.

Mr. Chairman, most important aspect, most of my
friends and honourable Senators, they have indicated that our
judicial system, because judicial system and the Constitutional
aspect are interdependent, rather since the honourable courts
are the custodian of the Constitution, they interpret the
Constitution. So if, unfortunately, they fault somewhere, it
results in awesome ramifications on the future of the country.
For example, that we have to revisit, there are honourable
judges who have a name in our history and they really served
the Constitution, but there are others who have really up ruled
the foundation of the Constitution. So, we have to have
foolproof arrangements to rectify the situation. Of late it has
been already mentioned, if there is misinterpretation of the
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Constitution like we have already suffered a few months ago,
Article 63 (a) which is not based on real appreciation of the
spirit of the Constitution. You might have seen immediate
repercussions of misinterpretation of the Constitution. So, the
courts are the real builders of the Constitution. So, they have to
be acting with great responsibility and the Parliament that is
their duty to make them work on the correct lines.

You might have seen, there was honourable Judge of
Supreme Court who gave powers to a military dictator to make
amendments in the Constitution. Have you heard of any
democracy in the world doing this? It was done; we do not have
any mechanism to address the situation. So, the Parliament,
they have to put their minds together to go for making laws, to
create checks and balances that nobody, no situation deviates
from the path of its duty. | am going to finish it sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you sir.

Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad: More so, you might have
seen of late four verses three, what is this? Why there is so
much of diversion, why there is so much of difference. Once
you are talking about rules, you try to convert your opinion on
rules genuinely and once the cases are allotted to certain
people, certain individuals, one after the other, we need to
have mechanism at the Apex court level because it does have
far reaching repercussions. There should be a body of the
honourable senior most three or four judges to decide the
cases where they have to go. So, this area of fixation that is to
be addressed by the Parliament, there are certain people who
will be moving certain laws which will be brought to your
notice.

All the same, there is an opportunity, there were friends
from Palestine as well and they were giving thumping
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reception, Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed talked about
volleys of resolutions we have been sending. Do the resolutions
address the situation? There have to be practical steps by the
Muslim Ummah to stand up and they should address the
situation, they are resourceful people. Allama has been
complaining throughout against the Muslim Ummah, their level
apathy and inactivity, saying;
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One would be raised to the situation, our people are
being slaughtered, they have been killed right left and centre,
the women are being subject to rape. We are investing 80
billion dollars, 20 billion dollars, 120 billion dollars, there has to
be collective and conscious efforts to fight against this menace.
So, this is what the Constitution, the rule of ethics tells us. But
one thing | may submit in the last, Allama said, there are three
things of the Muslim Ummah, he is a great messenger of advice
and affirmation, he says; the autocracy and the clergy and so
called mysticism and sainthood. These are the three ailments,
under their influence our nation is suffering. We have to be an
egalitarian nation, rising to egalitarian occasion with modern
ideas and fight against and have a crusade against all these
ailments to build up a real country and an impregnable nation.
Thank you very much sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you sir.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad
Sahib, if you would please come and collect your souvenir from
the Chairman.

(gﬁdyd/&g/u?tu;ﬂ_wuﬁ%.,te/,zj"rm)
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Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Shahadat Awan Sahib, you
are requested to please come and collect your souvenir from
the Chairman.

(gu?djgfd/%giyuu!/!;;l;%é..t/:‘rui‘/’:%gtz/?éru’l)
Mr. Chairman: Now | request the Ambassador of Royal

Thailand Embassy to please address to this House.
H.E. Ambassador of Royal Thailand

H.E. Ambassador of Royal Thai Embassy: Honourable Mr.
Chairman, Members of the Senate, ladies and gentlemen, |
would like to extend my warmest congratulations to the Senate
on achieving the significant milestone. It is also my honour for
being here in this historic hall where all you brave men and
women, no matter they are on the floor, in the gallery, or
interpreter up there. You are all being a significant part of the
country’s political landscape, serving as the bastion of the
democracy, pluralism and progress. Over the past five decades,
the Senate has played a crucial role in advancing Pakistan’s
socio-economic development promoting human rights and
equality and ensuring representation and participation of all
segments of society. It has been critical to the cause and
progress of Pakistan. As a fellow democracy, Thailand
recognizes the importance of strong democratic institutions
and the rule of law in building a prosperous and stable society.

Thailand and Pakistan, we are not only partners, we are
long-time friends. Also, we celebrated 70" anniversary of our
diplomatic relations last year. Our two lands had been in fact
connected from more than two thousand years through the
Gandhara civilizations. Every single person in Thailand knows
about Taxila through their high school text books. There has
been a sharp increase in number of visitors from Thailand to
Pakistan in the past few months. However, | would love to see
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more of them coming here and experience by themselves the
natural beauty and historical sites of Pakistan and most
importantly to meet charming and generous people of Pakistan
wishes the true beauty of your country. There are rooms to
advance our cooperation some from the sustainable
development to tourism, to information technology. Let us
progress and prosper together as family members. On behalf of
the people and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand |
once again, extend my heartfelt congratulations to Pakistan’s
Senate on this momentous occasion. May it continue to serve
the people of Pakistan with distinction, excellence and
dedication for many more years to come. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Excellency for your
kind words.

(At this moment Mr. Chairman Senate presented
Commemorative Medal to H.E. Ambassador of Thailand)
Mr. Chairman: Now | would request H.E. the Iranian

Ambassador to deliver his speech please.
H.E. Ambassador of Islamic Republic of Iran

H.E. Ambassador of Islamic Republic of Iran: u’"/l wl()

-(f/! Honourable Chairman of the Senate, Mr. Sadiq Sanjrani,
distinguished Senators, ladies and gentlemen Assalam-o-
Alaikum. This is a great pleasure for me to attend the golden
jubilee celebrations, the 50" anniversary of the Senate (Upper
House), Parliament of Pakistan. | would like to congratulate at
this auspicious occasion to honourable President, H.E. Dr. Arif
Alvi, honourable Prime Minister, H.E. Mr. Shehbaz Sharif,
honourable Chairman Senate, H.E. Mr. Sadiq Sanjrani,
distinguished Senators and the respectable and noble people of
Pakistan. Islamic Republic of Iran and the Islamic Republic of
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Pakistan have strong relations in the parliamentary field.
Mutual visits of heads of the Parliaments as well as exchange of
parliamentary  delegations particularly  delegations  of
parliamentary friendship groups between the two countries
show this robust parliamentary friendship. Moreover,
cooperation and collaboration between the Parliaments of the
two countries in regional and international parliamentary
forums such as Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),
Parliamentary Union of OIC (PUOIC), Parliamentary Assembly of
ECO (PAECO) and Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) are indicative
of these close relationship. | would like to take this opportunity
to declare the willingness and the readiness of the Iranian
Parliament for more cooperation to the Parliament of Pakistan.
| pray for prosperity and wellbeing of distinguish Chairman,
Deputy Chairman and the Senators of the Upper House with
the best regards. Iran-Pakistan Dosti zinda bad.

Mr. Secretary Senate: | would like to request the
Chairman to present the souvenir to H.E. Ambassador of Iran.

(At this moment Mr. Chairman Senate presented
Commemorative Medal to H.E. Ambassador of Iran)
Mr. Chairman: | would now request H.E. the Ambassador

of Libya to please deliver his speech.
H.E. the Ambassador of Libya

H.E. the Ambassador of Libya: (Arabic language).
Mr. Secretary Senate: | would like to request the
Chairman to present the souvenir to H.E. Ambassador of Libya.
(At this moment Mr. Chairman Senate presented
Commemorative Medal to H.E. Ambassador of Libya)
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Mr. Chairman: Now, | would request the Iraqi

Ambassador to please deliver his speech.
H.E. Ambassador of Iraq

(&f)
Mr. Secretary Senate: The chair is requested to present
the souvenir to H.E Ambassador of Iraq.
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Senator Nuzhat Sadiq
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It is such an honour to be part of this august House and
my congratulations to you and your team for organizing this
event. It is a very momentous and a very great event in our lives
also. Being part of the Senate has been an honour. | will talk
about myself. | was member of the National Assembly in 2008.
Still I was a member when | got the ticket for the Senate and
the party sent me here. At that time, | was thinking whether it is
going to be the same as it was in the lower House but | found

this House very motivating and | felt that we had space here;
space to talk about issues that we face.

We got -4‘-9/@:’:’%xz;l/KCO||eaguesbf/7"’»(juiffg{.ulz’.’.U:‘
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At this time where we are, | think we can focus and can also -«
uﬁ‘J?;/: see where we are and how much we have achieved.
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formermugéjut;xam grateful to all of the esteemed Senators
High Commissioners .t »< Thonourable guestse 2 Uk &1t
and Ambassadors, | would like to welcome them here in this
_,fﬁmaﬁgfﬁdﬁ/’-fv.’,&House.
Mr. Secretary Senate: Senator Nuzhat Sadig sahiba,
please come forward and receive your souvenir.
(At this stage, honourable Chairman Senate presented

commemorative medals to Senator Nuzhat Sadiq and former
Senator Hafiz Rasheed Ahmed)

ol Ukl A

Senator Saleem Mandviwalla

Senator Saleem Mandviwalla: Mr. Chairman, thank you
very much for giving me the opportunity to talk on the Golden
Jubilee of the Senate of Pakistan and the Parliament. It is a
great honour to be part of this House. It is a great honour to be
serving in this House and it is a great honour to have our
Ambassadors, our ex-Senators and our leaders here in this
House.

Nevertheless, | would like to mention something that |
feel that is being missed out in this Golden Jubilee that we are
recognizing all Senators, ex-Senators but we have forgotten the
employees of the Senate. | think this is a time that Senate is
incomplete without the employees and we should also
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recognize the employees and also award them accordingly for
their services to the Senate of Pakistan.
erl e P Uit § e g I T i o U oot A
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Obviously, it was an experience for me coming from a business
background, | had no idea how legislation was done. | had no
idea what is the role of Senate and what it should be doing. |
learnt a lot. | feel we need to contribute more to what Senate
has been contributing. | also feel that we represent the
federation and actually, sometimes | feel we are here on a
personal agenda, not the federation itself. We need to
strengthen this federation.
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It is a decade that you have spent in Senate and you see
different times, passing and going. We have not played our role
as we should have.
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They should take care of the people for whom we have come
for and do our best in the Senate and prove that the Parliament
is somewhere where people come to serve the people, not to
serve themselves. Thank you very much.

(At this point, Mr. Shehbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan
entered the Senate Hall)

Mr. Chairman: The House welcomes the honourable
Prime Minister of Pakistan to grace us with his esteemed
presence. Your presence is a testimony to the importance of
this occasion. We are truly honoured to have you here today.
The Senate of Pakistan is celebrating its Golden Jubilee with
inclusivity. This is the second day of the celebrations wherein
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we have invited the resident Ambassadors and High
Commissioners of different countries to be part of celebrations
and address to this House.

Yesterday, we have had the pleasure of the company of
esteemed Governors, Chief Ministers, former Chairmen of the
Senate and members of the Senate wherein insightful
discussions were held. With these words, | once again extend
my warmest welcome to the honourable Prime Minister of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the Senate of Pakistan.

| would now request His Excellency Mr. Mehmet Pacaci,

the Ambassador of the Turkiye to address to the House please.
H.E. Mehmet Pacaci, Ambassador of Turkiye

H.E. Mehmet Pacaci (Ambassador of Turkiye):
Honourable Prime Minister, honourable members of the
Senate, honourable Mr. Chairman, Mr. Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Assalam-o-
alaikum warahmatullah-i-wabarakatuh. | am honoured to join
my brothers and sisters to celebrate the 50™ Anniversary of the
Senate of Pakistan. We consider the joy of Pakistan as our joy;
its success is our success. The Senate which promotes the
peace and harmony of the nation with equal representation of
the provinces of Pakistan has been a true success. It's carrying
out a pioneer role not only for the democracy, growth and
prosperity of the country but also for the representation of the
people’s will at international fora.

We have experienced throughout history uptill now on
several occasions that neither Pakistan nor Turkiye left each
other alone in bad times and good times. | am delighted to
witness since the very first day of my tenure in Pakistan that the
Senate has always had a significant role in further building of
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the relations between our brotherly nations, brotherly
countries bilaterally and internationally.

We have always remain grateful for the help which the
Muslims of the Subcontinent delivered during our war of
independence and we will always remain grateful for the help
of the people of Pakistan to save the lives of earthquake victims
and ease their pain in face of earthquake that hit Turkiye in
February this year. Pakistan immediately rushed to help our
nation with every means available. We received solidarity
message from all of Pakistan, from the leaders to the citizens on
the streets. On these dark days, the Senate unanimously passed
the resolution to express solidarity with the devastating
earthquake hit people of Turkiye and supported the
humanitarian assistance that was very timely and swiftly
launched by the Government of Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman, availing myself of this opportunity, | once
again thanked the honourable President, honourable Prime
Minister, honourable Chairman Senate, esteemed Senators,
brothers, sisters and the people of Pakistan who stood by
Turkiye in bad times and in good times on behalf of my country.
| extend my sincere congratulations on the 50" Anniversary of
the Senate and wish all the success to Pakistan on its
democratic journey to a more prosperous future with the solid
existence of the Senate. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Excellency for your
kind words.

Mr. Muhammad Qasam Samad Khan (Secretary Senate): |
would like to request the Chairman to present the souvenir to
H.E Ambassador of Republic of Turkiye.
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(On this occasion Mr. Chairman Senate presented the
Commemorative Medal to the Ambassador of Republic of
Turkiye)

Mr. Chairman: Now | will request H.E Danila Ganich, the
Ambassador of Russian Federation to please deliver his speech

to this House.
H.E. Dalina Ganich, Ambassador of Russian Federation

H.E. Danila Ganich: It’s a great honour for a foreigner to
address the Pakistani Senate, especially at the presence of so
many dignitaries. Dear friends; it gives me immense pleasure to
personally congratulate you on the Golden Jubilee of the
Senate of Pakistan. Since its establishment 50 years ago, as part
of a bicameral Parliament, the Senate of Pakistan has served as
a solid, reliable pillar of parliamentary democracy. This august
institution has rightfully earned profound respect of Pakistani
citizens, the Pakistani multi-ethnic society.

As the Russian Ambassador, | would like to assure you
Excellencies that the Russian Federation will continue to
strengthen the bounds of friendship and mutually beneficial
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the great
Pakistani people. Once again sincere congratulations. Ladies
and Gentlemen; Pakistan Zindabad.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Excellency.

Mr. Secretary Senate: | would request the Chair to
present the souvenir to H.E Ambassador of Russian Federation.
(On this occasion Mr. Chairman Senate presented the
Commemorative Medal to the H.E Ambassador of Russian
Federation)

Mr. Chairman: Now | will request Deputy Head of
Mission, Republic of China to address to the House.

90



H.E. MS Pang Chunxue, Deputy Head of Mission, China

Ms. Pang Chunxue (Deputy Head of Mission China):
Honourable Prime Minister, honourable Chairman Senate,
distinguished Members of Senate, ladies and gentlemen; good
afternoon and Assalam-o-Alaikum. It is really a great pleasure
for me to be invited to participate to the Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the Senate of Pakistan. This is very important
and historical moment, | would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the Senate of Pakistan and the Pakistani
people. Also my heartfelt thanks and pay the high tribute to all
Members of the Senate of Pakistan for your contributions in
promoting the friendship with China.

Pakistan is a good country with a time honoured history
and brilliant culture. The people of this land are hardworking,
talented and courageous and further had with one miracle after
another. After the founding of the Senate 50 years ago, it has
played an important role in strengthening democratic values,
ensuring national cohesion and the unity in various ways, saving
nation from traditional and non-traditional challenges.

China and Pakistan are good friends, good partners and
good brothers which we call iron-clad friendship. This year is
the fourth year to increment the spirit of the 20" National
Congress of the Communist Party of China and also marks the
10™ Anniversary of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.
China has always been committed to its foreign policy goals for
upholding world peace and promoting common development,
striving to create new opportunities for the world with its own
development, leading tribute to open global economy that
delivers good benefits to our peoples.

As you know that China has just concluded its two
sessions, during which a new leadership was elected. We
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received the letter of congratulations from the leaders of
Pakistan. As you have said that we are facing unprecedented
challenges. The Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference and the Senate of Pakistan should enhance
coordination for the wisdom and strength to further enhance
our unique friendship, overall as guided by the important
consensus reached by the leaders of two countries.

China is willing to work with Pakistan to continuously
deepen friendship, promote the high quality development of
CPEC, extends, strengthen exchanges and cooperation in
various sectors and about China-Pakistan community of shared
future in the new era.

Again congratulations to the success of the Golden
Jubilee celebrations of the Senate of Pakistan. Thank you.
China-Pakistan Dosti Zindabad.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you.

Mr. Secretary Senate: | would request to Chairman to
present the souvenir to Her Excellency Deputy Head of Mission
Republic of China.

(On this occasion Mr. Chairman Senate presented the
Commemorate Medal to Her Excellency Deputy Head of Mission

Republic of China)

Mr. Chairman: Now, | would like to request his Excellency
Ambassador of Turkmenistan, the Dean of Diplomatic Corps to

address the House.
H. E. Mr. Atadjan Movlamov, Ambassador of Turkmenistan

Mr. Atadjan Movlamov: Bismillah Ir Rehman Ir Rahim.
The honourable Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif, honourable
Chairman Senate of Pakistan Mr. Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani,
esteemed current and former Senators, Parliamentarians, my
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fellow colleagues Ambassadors and High Commissioners,
distinguished guests and ladies and gentleman: Asalam-o-
Alaikum and a very good afternoon. It is an honor and privilege
for me to deliver my remarks at this historic occasion. First of
all, on behalf of leadership, government and people of
Turkmenistan and also as the Dean of Diplomatic Corps, | am
very pleased to convey the heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes on the auspicious occasion of the 50" anniversary of the
Upper House of the Parliament: the Senate of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

Since its establishment five decades back through the
1973 Constitution, the Senate of Pakistan promotes national
cohesion and harmony which is important for growth and
prosperity of the nation. Distinguished guests! Today, it is time
to take stock of the 50 years journey of the Senate of Pakistan,
and we are witnessing this event highlighting the significant
achievements of the Senate for the past five decades. The
Senate of Pakistan over the years has emerged as an essential
organ and stabilizing factor of the Federation. Senate has
played an important role in strengthening democratic values,
ensuring rights and full representation of the people of country.

Yes, today we are witnessing discussions about
achievements and existing issues. In this regard, | would like to
express my belief and | am sure that my colleagues will join me
that we believe that honourable Parliamentarians, Senators and
Members of the Government of Pakistan under the visionary
leadership of Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif, Chairman of
Senate Mr. Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani and Speaker of the
National Assembly Mr. Raja Pervaz Ashraf we not only hope but
believe that they are on the right way and they will find right
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steps to overcome existing challenges and bring more peace,
prosperity and development to the people of Pakistan.

Ladies and gentlemen! | thank the Chairman Senate of
Pakistan Mr. Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani for inviting
international heads in Islamabad and heads of diplomatic
missions to participate in this commemorative event. Thanks to
the Special Session of Senate, we had the opportunity to
observe the Senate, reach the productive history and envision
the bright future. In conclusion, on behalf of myself and my
colleagues, |, once again congratulate honourable Chairman
Senate, all Senators, Parliamentarians and people of Pakistan
on this auspicious occasion of the 50" anniversary of the
Golden Jubilee of the Upper House of the Parliament of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. | thank you all for your kind
attention. | wish further success to the Senate of Pakistan.
Pakistan Zindabad.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Your Excellency, | would request
you to kindly come over and receive your memento from the
honourable Chairman.

(At this stage, Mr. Chairman presented the memento to His

Excellency Mr. Atadjan Movlamov, Ambassador of

Turkmenistan and Dean of Diplomatic Corps)
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Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Islamic Republic of
Pakistan
Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif: Bismillah Ir Rehman Ir
Rahim. The honourable Chairman Senate of Pakistan Mr.
Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani, honourable Senators, Excellencies,
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distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen: Assalam-o-
Alaikum and a very good afternoon.
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| am very grateful to them for their valuable speeches. With
your permission, | also want to thank all of them for having
supported Pakistan during the dark days of floods last year.
Pakistan was devastated and their contribution and help was
very valuable. | would like to thank all of them again for their

wonderful contribution.
| would also like to convey to them through your good offices
that no doubt, Pakistan is passing through difficult challenges
dealing with imported inflation which essentially resulted
because of Ukraine crisis. World prices skyrocketed in terms of
commodities, oil, gas, fertilizer and food items. Developing
countries like Pakistan have been hit very severely. | am not
here to wash my dirty linen in this august House but fact of the
matter is that when we took over, our economy was facing very
difficult challenges, we negotiated and signed agreement with

IMF but we did not adhere to it, we did not respect its terms
and conditions rather we flouted those terms and conditions
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which damaged Pakistan’s image, which damaged Pakistan’s
trust and confidence not only in the eyes of IMF but all over,
bilateral, multilateral institutions and then we took over
through a constitutional instrument and this coalition
government faced a very difficult challenge and we have two
choices, one like the previous government we would have also
doled out funds where there were no funds available in the
kitty, printed rupees and then offered subsidies un-accounted,
un-budgeted. And the other path was to show highest level of
responsibility, highest level of maturity and highest level of
statesmanship. We, as a coalition government decided through
consultative process that we will adopt the path which protects
the State of Pakistan. We will adopt the path which will make
our posterity proud of us and we had to take some bold
decisions, Mr. Chairman, and in the process it certainly leads to
inflation and tough conditions for the common man in Pakistan.
But we did not shy away from taking those decisions and it has
been commonly said by my colleagues, by heads of political
parties in this coalition

SRV AU JOR N LT JOR e g
that has been our mission and in that | have to say that we are
going through a difficult period but there is always light at the
end of a dung provided you are sincere to the cause, you are
committed and you have the capacity to act quickly, speedily
and in enlightened spirit. Honourable Finance Minister, Ishaqg
Dar, | must say and say this without any fear of contradiction,
he has worked tirelessly. My colleagues have worked tirelessly
with ownership fervours, this respected lady by the name of
Mohtarma Sherry Rehman, during last floods, she worked
around the clock sipping black coffee through the dark hours,
burning midnight oil alongwith a team and did a great job for
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this country carving out a narrative of climate resilience and
Mr. Chairman, | must say that we are all human beings, we are
prone to making mistakes, we are not angles but important
thing is that we must learn our lesson from our mistakes. That
is important
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Mr. Secretary Senate: | would request the chair to
present special souvenir to the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
Pakistan.
(At this stage Mr. Chairman Senate presented Souvenir to Prime
Minister of Islamic Republic of Pakistan)

Mr. Muhammad Qasim Samad Khan (Secretary Senate): |
would also request the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Islamic Republic
of Pakistan to present the Medallion to Hon’ble Chairman
Senate of Pakistan, Mr. Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani.

(At this stage Hon’ble Prime Minister, Islamic Republic of
Pakistan presented the Medallion to Hon’ble Chairman Senate
of Pakistan, Mr. Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani)

Mr. Chairman: Now we will take a break and assemble
again by 6:00 p.m today.
All the participants are requested to please join us at
Lawn for taking group photograph.
(At this moment, the House/ meeting of the Committee of the
Whole was adjourned till 6:00 p.m.)
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We are intelligent people, -q,uﬁ’g}/&id//g ujuful“/g?qfﬂféd;
_,fﬁwe can go forward with it.
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(On this occasion the meeting of the Committee of the Whole
ended and House was converted into reqular Session)
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“The State shall ensure the elimination of all forms of

exploitation and the gradual fulfillment of the fundamental

principle, from each according to his ability to each according to
his work.”
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Article 37 (b): remove illiteracy and 4/?JGJ:‘_LLA{(64U!/4‘_JL’>
provide free and compulsory secondary education within
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el I LG s g o YT apsse p L 5 p S s

b e A

e ol iR S requeste JTiolou bt 4 e § AL
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(gu?'d,é/d/g;k,’//y@t'/ﬁ?d_wutﬁvL’{.g/J’)
_JLaJL?C/f,fJ:ﬁ'wb

Senator Sana Jamali: | am sorry, delay
| know my female employees are waiting and | am a mother ‘G(n
_iuftzgufgiufggééuf@myself.
e GF U dlan Lo o S A

Senator Sana Jamali

Senator Sana Jamali: First of all to all my Senate family, |
am the youngest, so | have no words to say that you have
always treated me as a child, as a young child Senator. Thanks
Raza Sahib and Mushahid Sahib and Taj Haider Sahib and
Chairman Sahib’s office is always opened. | would not take
much of the time,

-J;Jg»us,unufww?eulufon lighter mood: e #% 2
)»:‘Z..af!ﬁ‘fun&"lg?ufnig_cpatriotic family‘jj!/:dw'f/‘ff

_<_7blossomy, f Sflowersy

, first of all, thanks, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto,
JJu!g?Z_néjv»u/Jm,/;fd’{@g?uf‘f@gtusaying;gduuf

you should Ieave.ufchu!Lufc;g;J
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“No Constitution in the world is ever perfect. All constitutions
undergo transformation through amendments in the light of
nations’ experience.  But no Constitution is ever workable
without the patience, the tolerance, the search for
accommodation that is necessary to the preservation of
democracy.”

we should 5t &k “being younger generation = % — 2
t{i.@/_,m:J;J!-qunlgl}éuf:/"mgjuﬁ‘mlook forward to Pakistan
Our youth should be educated. We ¢u¢ fpriorities$ie - =5~
whenever, fuf/lz positive imagebcountry/zneed good leaders,
there is a country, we have to give OL;I’ lives for our country.

We should -t Ltz R s gﬂ%}ﬂja/’ < 7l &LJQ e
_ugL;;if/’)'ﬂceMgdzfthank him
Mr. Chairman, energy crisis, climate change crisis,

recently,

he said this time its Pakistan, next time it will éLTJ)?u’/”/???

be your country.
Mr. Chairman! We need a Lady Prime Minister also
because

whenever you want a work should be fc‘:.;g/jf;gd/bg}cf uJ’é
done, it’s the Lady who implements and whenever you want a
man should convey a work it is the man you should convey.

job ig,/w:ugissuesiagriculture sectoru’ggm‘uﬁ/’z@ -2

we need that -k Charter of Economy J&* s e &n creations
é.uu,ygmﬁiufé;uff};éjﬂour country should be developed.
A LUt e Tuldl e he e 2k U151 should thank e
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SN I appreciate all of my leaders they have given. -« (>
L

| appreciate my armed forces whether there is earthquake,

whether there is destruction they have helped. | appreciate
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto,

| appreciate Senator 3;“&5 rural area.:gu:‘u!gluliufn;ufl
| appreciate Mushahid _él)/ug (f/“ J P A UxRaza Rabbani
| & = L!/fFreedom fighter .,g -l ¢ Hussain Sayed,

in the y/roleal?dvﬁufulg!wl{u" appreciate Jamali family,

form of former Prime Minister Zafarullah Jamali, in the form of

Abdur Rehman Jamali, 9 years, in the form of Abdul Nabi who

was in the Ist Constituent Assembly and Jan Jamali Sahib and |
am from their fourth generation.

ol £ e titd ST L gepsk 2al LTS 250 ST
| fought with my Senators that Thank God that - /x Ese —olo
you have Chairman from Balochistan.

?ugfactorsgéulf+Qé‘é+/f4)341600 houreole$uke T
we need to build a consensus. Irrespective of our fgfunlgut‘
ﬂ?q.uﬂ'-uj/u4trackiu¢/51uf?'ff,(gufflgd‘iuff{(??ﬁut‘i, —lleaders
S il o Lyt

we should thank him. It was back ‘é+/f4}7/éfigié67
JHL u:‘mguf?u:généndestroyuyiufgufdmb,?in 24 July
_Kné?ndestroydauw/gu,gi:/ﬁu’)ﬂa?lidfuﬁ"kindIy help me,

uﬁf.ul:. negativity«}/u@’%’ufit has been 75 years, (o< 7% 2

but we do not have any financial institutions in J Usf
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not at the back.J%s KJ:W(‘ /Juntg,z_uigiw U<y Balochistan.

?ugg,/UResolutions;f)vfnl
we need to think about Pakistan’s future, irrespective of
whether we are from Nawaz League, PPP or PTI, we are to

serve our country. Thank you very for bearing me.
Mr. Chairman: Sana, thank you very much.

LSS i Iy P ool i S
(gu?di;/d/b’:gieudtzlift'fé-wui/’:%gte/,érw)
‘juizrfﬁ:gﬁj:%?tz
The House stands adjourned to meet again on Friday, the 17™
March, 2023.

[The House was then adjourned to meet again on Friday, the
17" March, 2023]
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