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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Friday, the March 17, 2023
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at thirty-four minutes past
ten in the morning with Mr. Chairman (Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Felicitation Speeches on the occasion of Golden Jubilee
of Senate of Pakistan
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Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister for Law and
Justice
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Senator Moula Bux Chandio
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Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Leader of the House

LA e e § T P et \ B Ll (I 56) 5 061 4
Uit JEremarks <
Honourable Chairman, Deputy Chairman, worthy fellow
parliamentarians, excellencies, dignitaries, distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen, Asslam-o-Alaikum and very
Good Morning. | am honoured to speak again on the final
day of this commemorative Golden Jubilee session of the
Senate. | take this opportunity to extend my deepest
appreciation to you Mr. Chairman for convening the
Golden Jubilee celebration of Senate of Pakistan, thereby
promoting progressive traditions and practices in order
to spread awareness about the objectives and values that
our founding father associated with creation of Pakistan.
During these three days we witnessed a vibrant
Upper House celebrating the strengthening of
democratic system and tradition in Pakistan. Mr.
Chairman, we witnessed peace. We witnessed soberness.
We witnessed discipline. We witnessed decency. We
witnessed décor and we witnessed tolerance. Mr.
Chairman, above all we witnessed mutual respect and
kindness in this House in the last three days. Mr.
Chairman, these are the strong key founding pillars of
any decent parliamentary democratic system. | wish and |
sincerely pray that this culture we all witnessed in these
three days of celebrations on the floor of this august
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House, continues to prevail here for all times to come.
Aameen.

Mr. Chairman, | am also pleased to acknowledge
that under your stewardship, the Upper House is
transitioning to become more dynamic and progressive
in line with international parliamentary standards. Public
connectivity, openness and transparency are some of the
essential hallmarks of parliamentary chambers, and |
have no doubt that the administrative and policy
measures undertaken by you would serve to strengthen
the Upper House, thereby strengthening Federation,
democracy and governance as well.

Mr. Chairman, increased public outreach and
allowing public participation in Senate proceedings will
help restore people’s trust and confidence in the
parliamentary democracy as a guardian of democratic
aspirations. This entire process is a triumph for
democracy, this is a triumph for Parliament and this is a
triumph for law makers who represent the people of
Pakistan and overall in my humble opinion this is a
triumph for Federation and Federating Units.

Mr. Chairman, as this commemorative session of
the Senate comes to a close, | feel elated to note that the
journey, that this august House started 50 years ago to
usher in a new era of national unity, cohesion and
integrity of the Federation, has been gaining the strength
with every passing day.

Mr. Chairman, | also take this opportunity to pay
tributes to former Chairmen, Deputy Chairmen and
Senators of this constitutional forum for their
praiseworthy contributions and for lending a sane voice
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of reason and logic in negotiating the challenges faced by
the Federation.

Mr. Chairman, it comes as a sublime pleasure for
me that today this revered forum stands distinguished as
a hub of collective wisdom of the nation personified by
seasoned parliamentarians.

Mr. Chairman, allow me to conclude on a very
positive note that in spite of huge current challenges, |
see a very bright future ahead for this august
parliamentary chamber, for our nation and for our
beloved Pakistan. In sha Allah this is my believe and faith
Allah will always protect and progress Pakistan which was
created in the name of Kalma.

w}gz’

abl 3022405y 2ty

| think | conclude my brief remarks with a small
verse.
e Z AT Ve i 28
G F P N e AU
Thank you so much. God bless you all. Pakistan
Zindabad.
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Resolution moved by Senator Saleem Mandviwalla to
acknowledge and appreciate the hard work of
employees of Senate Secretariat

Senator Saleem Mandviwalla: Thank you very
much for allowing me to move this resolution. Today this
House acknowledges and appreciates all the Senate
Secretariat employees who have gone an extra mile in
making this august House a true representative of the
Federating Units by contributing their bits in enabling the
constitutional supremacy since the last 50 years. The
House recognizes the role and contributions of the
Secretariat employees in strengthening the foundations
of the Senate of Pakistan, their hard work, dedication and
invariable assistance and contributed well in enabling the
House Committee and the members to perform their
constitutional obligations in a befitting manner.

Mr. Chairman: Now, | put the resolution before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr.  Chairman: The resolution is passed
unanimously. This House will now proceed to adopt a
commemorative resolution for the special session. |
request honourable Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar,
Leader of the House to please move the resolution on
behalf of all Senators please.

LR S B0 E
| am most grateful that this is going to be a very historic
resolution and at the time of this most important event
of Golden Jubilee celebration of the Senate.
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Resolution moved by Senator Mian Raza Rabbani on

the commemorative 50" Anniversary Session of the
Senate of Pakistan
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| am also grateful to the entire House and | must say that

| am overwhelmed by emotions because this is

undoubtedly a very great honour. | am grateful to you,
the Leader of the House and all the Senators present.

Mr. Chairman, | would now read out the
resolution:

“The Senate of Pakistan resolves to:

Acknowledge the importance of this

commemorative 50" Anniversary Session of the Senate
aimed at strengthening national harmony, unity and
inclusiveness.

Express gratitude to the architects of the 1973
Constitution, former Chairmen, Deputy Chairmen and
Senators, staff and other stakeholders towards
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transforming the Senate into a chamber of parliamentary
excellence over the past 50 years.

Reaffirm our commitment to upholding the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
promoting democratic values, federalism, tolerance and
constitutionalism in the country, as envisaged by the
father of the nation, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah.

Pledge to continue our efforts in protecting the
rights of the provinces and marginalized communities,
promoting gender equality, and strengthening the
democratic process in Pakistan.

Promote constructive dialogue and debate on the
issues of national importance and provide policy
guidelines to the government for implementation.

Call upon civil society, academia, youth, women
and the media to provide feedback on the working of the
Parliament with a view to making it more effective,
transparent, open and a repository of people’s trust.

Express our optimism and confidence that the
celebration and commemoration of the 50" anniversary
of the Senate will strengthen our commitment and
resolve towards fulfilling the ideals of provincial
autonomy, federalism and aspirations of the people of
Pakistan”.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed? No. | now put the
resolution before the House.

(The resolution was adopted)

Mr. Chairman: The resolution is passed

unanimously.
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Concluding remarks by the honourable Chairman
Senate

Mr. Chairman: Now, | would give the concluding
remarks. Dear colleagues, as we come to the conclusion
of this Golden Jubilee session of the Senate, | deem it
pertinent to share a few thoughts with you. It comes as a
great pride that this august forum that was created half a
century ago today stands tall and distinguished as a
symbol of democracy, harmony and national unity.

Over the course of the last two days, we have had
the privilege to listen to different shades of opinions
from our worthy Members and guests. | would like to
thank all those who graced this special session with their
presence or contributed to make it memorable in any
way. My gratitude extends to our sitting Members,
former Senators, Speaker National Assembly, Governors
of Sindh, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Chief
Minister Sindh, Speaker Balochistan Assembly, Prime
Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Speaker Gilgit-
Baltistan Assembly, resident ambassadors and high
commissioners, representatives  of  international
organizations such as World Bank, presidents of
chambers of commerce and industries, office bearers of
bar councils and owners of media houses who attended
the session and spoke their heart out for this House and
for the nation. Especially, Jang and Geo group published
colour supplements on all three days of Senate’s special
session for which | thank them and similarly, | thank
Nawa-i-Waqt, its editor Rameeza Majeed Nizami, and all
other media groups for wide coverage of the events. Our
senior journalists including Hafiz Tahir Khalil, Mazhar
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Abbas, Atif Sherazi and Mehnaz Rehman ran special
write-ups and programme to mark the occasion. |
acknowledge them and all other journalists including
PRA. Contribution of PTV also remained appreciable.
Prime Minister of Pakistan Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, who is part of this august House, made
the celebrations memorable with his presence and
insightful address. | cannot thank enough Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Minister for Law and Justice and Senator
Shahadat Awan, Minister of State for Law and Justice
who remained actively engaged throughout these
celebrations. First female leader of opposition in the
Senate and seasoned parliamentarian, Senator Sherry
Rehman’s role in the special session also deserves
acknowledgement. Leader of the House and Finance
Minister honourable Senator Mohammad Ishag Dar
served as a co-host and remained present to welcome
our guests and initiated proceedings on two days. His
role was also instrumental in minting of the special
commemorative coin on Senate’s Golden Jubilee. Here |
also acknowledge Pakistan Mint for the commemorative
coin, Pakistan Post for issuing commemorative stamp,
Mr. Shakeel Asghar, Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, for writing, composing and singing the
Senate Golden Jubilee Theme Song and Art Exhibitor Mr.
Nasir Javed for creating world’s largest live water-colour
painting on this special occasion. | also acknowledge
Chairman and staff of the CDA for extending support in
various arrangements related to Golden Jubilee session.
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| also commend the Senate Secretariat, the
organizing committee and employees for arranging the
special session and ancillary events in befitting manner.

Here I'm pleased to announce that from here on
the Committee of the Whole would be a permanent
feature, held preferably every quarter to discuss
challenges facing the country, hold a healthy discourse
among all stakeholders on possible solutions, promote
positive and critical thinking, and give voice to the
aspirations of the Federating Units as well as people of
Pakistan.

We must take a moment to remember the many
achievements that we have made, the progress we have
achieved, and the successes we have earned.

Let this session be a moment of course correction.
Yes, we have challenges, but the past with all its issues is
behind us. We cannot undo the past, but we can make
our present and future better based on the lessons we
have learned.

Our collective resilience in the face of all the
hurdles over the past decades reflects our true strength
and national ethos.

Let us reaffirm our belief in parliamentary
democracy because only democracy can help guarantee
people their constitutional and human rights, spur
development, undo injustices, and empower citizenry
through genuine representation in Parliament.

Therefore, we must make democracy work and
deliver at all costs. Too much is at stake and we haven’t
come this far to fail.
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The Senate Golden Jubilee is also an occasion to
renew our national commitments towards strengthening
the Federation. While our challenges are huge, our
resolve should be even bigger and stronger to strengthen
the democratic process as a vehicle of change and
progress.

We cannot face, let alone prevail upon challenges
on different fronts if we do not align our goals towards a
prosperous Pakistan.

Today, we renew our commitment to upholding
democracy, rule of law, good governance and supremacy
of Parliament as a means to making Pakistan stable,
stronger and unified. A strong Federation is the one
where people of diverse ethnicities and regions feel a
sense of belonging, parity, and equality.

We must proactively continue with our efforts to
bring people of smaller provinces into the national
mainstream, meet their basic needs and address
discontent, marginalization and deprivation.

All hands must be on deck in this national
endeavour. We need all Federating Units fully
participating in the cause of national development and
progress in a spirit of harmony.

The Executive, the Legislature, the Judiciary,
Media, Civil Society, and every individual must join hands
towards national development and progress.

While challenges and setbacks exist, Pakistan is a
forward-looking and progressive nation, with hope and
promise for the future.
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Difficult times call for difficult decisions, but then
it's often the most difficult paths that lead to the most
beautiful destinations. Thank you everyone.

| will now read out the prorogation order

received from the President. “In exercise of

powers conferred by Clause (1) of the Article

54 of the Constitution of the Islamic

Republic of Pakistan, |, hereby, prorogue the

Special Commemorative Session of the

Senate on the conclusion of its business on

Friday, the 17" March, 2023.

Sd/-

(Dr. Arif Alvi)
President
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan”

[The House was then prorogued sine die]
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