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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Wednesday, the June 10, 2020
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at four minutes past four
in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Mr. Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Questions and Answers

_%?L?LZ;J&:}J’J/%:&%*Q
(Def.) *Question No. 172 Senator Sardar Muhammad
Shafiq Tareen: Will the Minister for Climate Change be
pleased to state the details of schemes of new
plantation and protection of existing forests launched
or to be launched in the Province of Balochistan under
the project of “Green Pakistan Programme-Revival of
Forestry Resources in Pakistan” reflected in the PSDP

for the fiscal year 2018-197?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: The “Green Pakistan Programme-
Revival of Forestry Resources in Pakistan” has been up
scaled as the “Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Programme”.
The programme will be implemented all over country

with the support of Provincial Forest Departments for
a period of four years. The cost of the programme is
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Rs. 125.184 billion. During first phase of the
programme  3.29 billion plants  will be
planted/regenerated. The umbrella PC-l of the
programme has been approved by ECNEC on 29-08-
2019. An allocation of Rs. 20.171 billion has been
made in the Umbrella PC-I scheme for Balochistan to
plant/regenerate 100 million plants. The Government
of Balochistan will share about 50% of the total cost
i.,e. Rs. 10.073 billion. It is planned that block
plantations will be established on 1500 acres in each
district. Besides plantation will also be established
mainly along roads/canals, urban forestry and
mangroves.
Mr. Chairman: Any supplementary?
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change please.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change.
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(Def.) *Question No. 173 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir
Khan: Will the Minister for Information Technology and
Telecommunication be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that National Telecommunication
Corporation (NTC) has laid optical fiber cable in Keti
Bandar, Port Qasim and Jewani, if so, the names of
areas covered by the cable, length of cable laid and
expenditure incurred on the same; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of
the present Government to properly maintain and
further improve the said cable, if so, the details
thereof?

Syed Amin-ul-Hag: (a) i. Yes, NTC laid Optical Fiber
Cable (OFC) from Port Qasim to PNAD (85-KM),
Gwadar to Jiwani (115-KM) and at various local spur
links making total length of cable 240-KM. Major
portion of OFC (i.e. 682-KM) on main routes was
executed by NLC.

ii. Areas covered were Hub, Uthal, Agore, Urmara,
Badook, Pasni Gwadar and Jiwani.

iii. Total expenditure incurred is Rs. 367.87 million.

(b) Yes.

It is highlighted that OFC laid along coastal belt from
Port Qasim to Jiwani has been totally damaged due to
four floods during 2005-10. Due to the major
damages, cable cannot be improved/ operationalized.
On the initiatives of the present Government a
proposal for replacement with new Fiber Cable

6



Network is under process for approval.

Mr. Chairman: Question No. 325. Senator Chaudhary
Tanvir Khan. The member is not present, answer
taken as read.

(Def.) *Question No. 325 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
Will the Minister for Climate Change be pleased to
state whether any survey has been conducted by the
Federal Government to determine the ratio of
industrial pollution in the country during the last ten
years, if so, the details thereof?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: After 18™  constitutional

amendment, Pakistan Environmental Protection
Agency (Pak-EPA) is mandated with its function under
Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 for
protection, conservation and rehabilitation of
environment in Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) only.
However, as far as ICT is concerned, there are
approximately 185+ industrial units including different
scale of sizes. Major industries in Islamabad are steel
furnaces, marble and pharmaceuticals industries
which are also under observation by Pak-EPA.
In February 2018, Pak-EPA conducted an ambient air
quality assessment survey of entire industrial areas of
ICT. The survey report data is enclosed at Annex-I.
Also, Pak-EPA led a detailed survey of different
industrial zones of Islamabad to identify and
categorize the number and types of industries (Annex-Ii).
Further, in order to tackle the issues of air and water
pollution in ICT, Pak-EPA has notified the following
National Environmental Quality Standards;

= NEQS for ambient air under S.R.O. No.

1062(1)/2010
(Annex-lll).
= NEQS for municipal and liquid industrial
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effluents and industrial gaseous emission,
under S.R.O No. 549(1)/2000 (Annex-1V) and

According to above NEQS, all the industries of ICT
are bound to control water and air pollution through
installation of water treatment system/pollution control
systems. Correspondingly, all the major industries falls in
the jurisdiction of ICT submit the compliance reports of
above NEQS which are being ensured by Pak-EPA.

Pak-EPA monitors the ambient air quality data of
Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) on daily basis. The data
consists of environmental parameters such as SOx, NOx,
CO, O3 and Particulate Matter (PM) which are being
analyzed by using fixed ambient air monitoring station
set at Sector H-8/2, Islamabad in the premises of Pak-EPA
in accordance with the methods and procedures
prescribed by USEPA. During previous year, no such
hazardous air has been observed in ICT.

The daily and monthly air quality data generated
by Pak-EPA for ICT is available at the official website
(www.environment.gov.pk) and TWITTER account
@PakEpalslamabad.

In response to Pak-EPA’s initiatives for industries
and brick kilns, air quality has become better and
healthier during the year 2019 as compared to previous
few years.

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as
well as Library)

LT I T A

(Def.) *Question No. 330 Senator Mian Muhammad

Ateeq Shaikh: Will the Minister for Climate Change be

pleased to state whether there is any proposal under

consideration of the Government to import electric

and hybrid buses, trucks and other vehicles in the
country, if so, the details thereof?
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Ms. Zartaj Gul: The Prime Minister’s Committee on
Climate Change in its first meeting held on 17th May
2019 decided that “Climate Change Division shall, in
consultation with all relevant stakeholders, examine the
practically and financial viability of the “Incentive
Package” to introduce Electric Vehicles in the country
and a Policy on EVs shall be placed before the Cabinet”.
2. In line with the above mentioned directions,
Ministry of Climate Change undertook a number of
consultative sessions with the relevant stakeholders
(including FBR, Petroleum Division, Oil refineries/OMCs,
and EDB, M/o Industries) to formulate the National
Electric Vehicle Policy. The Electric Vehicle Policy was
submitted to Cabinet after intensive consultations with
relevant stakeholders. Cabinet has approved National
Electric Vehicle Policy in its meeting of 5th November,
2019.

These EV penetration targets are as follows:
Table 1: EV penetration targets approved by the
Prime Ministers Committee on Climate Change.

EV Penetration Targeié. N Medium Term i.ung Term ;larget's' i
Targets
(2030)
(Five Years
Cumulative)
Cars (including Vans, Jeeps 100,000 _ 30% of New Sales
and small trucks)
(Approximately 60,000)
Two and Three Wheelers 500,000 50% of New Sales
(Approximately 90,000)
Four wheelers of UNECE ‘L’
Category
Buses ' 1,000 ' 50% of New Sales
Trucks ' 1_,5{::0_ © . . 30%ofNewSales




3. The policy aims to achieve the aforementioned
targets through offering incentives to customers and

industry,

providing guidelines to the concerned

authorities and through detailing various other requisite
measures needed to achieve the set targets. The salient
aspects of the policy are as follows:

1.0
1.1

Incentives
Incentives for new cars

The incentives related to electric cars are listed below:

1.2

All EVs manufactured locally shall be sold at
1% GST for first seven years.

EVs shall be exempted from vehicle
registration fee and annual token tax.

All EV specific parts shall be allowed import at
1% custom duty for next two years.

All EV specific components and module used
in manufacturing EV parts shall be allowed at
1% customer duty for the next seven years.
For the first two years, up to 3 years old ‘used’
all-EVs shall be allowed import for transfer of
technology (ToT) as the local manufacturing
industry gets mature.

Incentives for Two and Three Wheelers/Low

Speed Electric Cars

1.3

All EVs manufactured locally will be sold at 1%
GST for seven years respectively.

EVs shall be exempted from registration fees
and annual token tax.

EV specific parts shall be allowed import at 1%
custom duty for next two years.

All EV specific components and module used
in manufacturing EV parts shall be allowed at
1% customer duty for the next seven years.
Incentive for Buses and Trucks
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1.4
Units

1.5

The government shall purchase 1,000 all
electric buses and will ask commercial
operators to operate them for a concessionary
period, given that they establish the requisite
charging infrastructure.

The first 200 electric buses shall be imported
at less than 1% custom duty and be sold at 1%
GST with the agreement that the other 800
buses shall be manufactured in Pakistan.

For buses manufactured locally, the EV specific
parts (non-local) shall be allowed import at 1%
custom duty. Moreover, locally manufactured
buses shall be sold at 1% GST.

Electric Buses will have no registration fees or
annual tax.

Metro buses and BRT routs in Lahore,
Islamabad/Rawalpindi, Multan and Peshawar
shall be prioritized for electrification of buses.
Incentives for Setting Up EV Manufacturing

The exiting automakers may use their already
established location for converting to EV
assembly/manufacturing facility under
Greenfield investment regulation of prevailing
Auto Development Policy 2016-21.

The State Bank may allow lower financing
rates for EV manufacturing plants to setup
under Long Term Financing Facility (LTFF) to
encourage prospective EV  manufacturers
towards export.

Incentives for EV Components and Modules

Manufacturing

To encourage transfer of technology, for the
first two years all types of motors, batteries,

11



1.6

electronics and their individual components
etc. utilized in EVs shall be imported at 1%
custom duty and 1% GST.

Components and parts for manufacturing of
conversion kits shall be allowed import at 1%
custom duty and be allowed sale at 1% GST for
the first five years.

Incentive for Charging Infrastructure and

Batter Swapping Stations

2.0

For the first two years all level-2, level-3 and
any other chargers beyond level-3 shall be
imported at 1% custom duty and 1% GST.
Same custom duty and GST incentives will also
apply to their components.

All entities offering public level-2 charging
shall be allowed to show the installation cost
of the charging facility as Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) contribution.

Other new technologies of charging like super
capacitor, stationary and on-road wireless
charging and other upcoming technologies
shall be allowed at 1% custom duty and 1%
GST for the first 5 years.

All chargers above Level-1 shall be installed
with special electricity smart meters to bill the
electricity cost accurately and also to control
peaks at the grid.

Charging Infrastructure

Charging infrastructure shall be installed at
different points in all major cities. In each
major city at least one DC fast charging station
shall be installed in every 3x3 km area.

DC fast chargers shall be installed along major
motorways and highways after every 25-50 km

12



on both sides of the road.

e Pilot charging infrastructure shall be carried
out in Lahore due to smog issues. DISCOS shall
be responsible to identify the feeders load
from DC fast chargers can be managed.

e Existing CNG and Fuel stations are encouraged
to take a leading role in establishment of
charging infrastructure. In this regard Oil
Marketing Companies (OMC’s) are encouraged
to take a leading role in the development of
charging infrastructure for EVs.

Mr. Chairman: Supplementary please.
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(Def.) *Question No. 331 Senator Mian Muhammad
Ateeq Shaikh: Will the Minister for Climate Change be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that vehicles emission has been
creating huge air pollution in the ICT, if so, the
percentage of air pollution caused by transport in the
ICT; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government to
introduce the zero-emission transportation system in
ICT?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: (a) After 18th constitutional
amendment, Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency
(Pak-EPA) is mandated with its function under Pakistan
Environmental Protection Act’ 1997 for protection,
conservation and rehabilitation of environment in
Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) only.

According to a study conducted by EPA-Punjab
transportation sector accounts for 43% of the airborne
emissions. As far as ICT is concerned, the vehicular
emissions are one of the major sources of air pollution in
capital city. Vehicular emissions cause higher particle
pollution in Islamabad due to excessive vehicular
emissions. The particulate matter 2.5 microns (particle
pollution) has reached at the highest ratio of about 41
micrograms per meter cube on average. (Data source:
Pak-EPA).
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Over the last 2 years, huge jump was observed in
the number of vehicles in ICT which was about 125
thousands from the year 2016 to 2017. According to ITP
(Islamabad Traffic Police), daily 25,000 to 30,000 vehicles
enter in ICT by three main entrances. Total number of
vehicles registered has reached to 78,082 in 2017 by
Motor registering authority, Excise and Taxation
department ICT.

(Data source: Excise and Taxation Department,
Islamabad and Islamabad Traffic Police, Islamabad).

(b) In order to tackle the issues of vehicular emissions
in ICT, Pak-EPA has notified the following National
Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) for vehicular
emission standards under SRO
No. 72(KE)/2009 (NEQS for motor vehicle exhaust and
noise) (Annex-I).

Whereas, it has been observed that the major
factor of vehicular emission pollution is the old age diesel
truck and buses. Diesel vehicles due to overloading,
faulty injection nozzles and weak engine emit excessive
graphite carbon (visible smoke).

Since it is estimated that the transportation sector
accounts for 43% of the airborne emissions in the
country, therefore, the Government of Pakistan has
approved mandated minimum penetration targets for
Electric Vehicles. The National Electric Vehicle Policy
developed by MoCC and approved by Cabinet in
principle. This is being perused rigorously to ensure
meeting the penetration numbers set forth.

In addition to above, the government’s anti-air
pollution measures to control vehicular emissions are
stated below;

= Qil that meets EU’s Euro-4 emission standard

will now be imported. By the end of 2020, a
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shift will be made to oil that meets preferably
Euro-5 emission standard.

QOil refineries will be given a three-year warning
period to improve the quality of oil produced. If
they fail, they will be shut down.

The auto industry will be asked to shift towards
electric vehicles. Most buses will either be
electric or CNG-based.
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY STANDARDS FOR MOTOR
VEHICLE EXHAUST AND NOISE

(i) For Inuse Vehicles
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No Paramater (maximum Measuring Applicatility
permissible method
linmt}
1 2 3 4 5
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melers from  the
source,

For new Vehicles
EMISSION STANDARDS FOR DIESEL VEHICLES

(a) For Passenger Cars and Light Commercial Vehicles (g/Km)

Type of Category/Class Tiers CO HC+ PM  Measuring  Applicability
Vehicle NOx Method
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3
Passenger M 1. with Pak-1I, 10 07 0.08 i All irmpored
Cars. relergnce o1’ and lecal
mass (AwW) L s : i <o manataciyoed
upio 2500 TPAkNT 10 09 c.10 diasel vehiclos
~kg-Cars with——01—— TUUTUUNEDC T wilth effect
RW over 2500 - (ECE 15+ Irom 0107
- kg lomest NI T S RE T T N
calegory stan-
dards.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change.
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-<LwsBBlxissueus 2009 Quality Standard SRO
My question is that what is the present Government
doing to regulate and ensure that these national
environmental quality standards are being followed,
given that environmental pollution is such a big issue, not
just in our country but globally also. | will be pleased for a
specific answer.
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u‘”;':/.]u:’/fEPAsu(u)ffuwGfl.compliancex:,Islamabad
_Jnag
T U T D e

(Def.) *Question No. 332 Senator Mian Muhammad

Ateeqg Shaikh: Will the Minister In-charge of the

Cabinet Division be pleased to state whether there is

any proposal under consideration of the Government

to prepare and launch a website of all tourist
zones/spots in the country, if so, when?

Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) has informed
that the Corporation is striving to revive tourism industry
of Pakistan. PTDC has taken significant steps to promote
local attractions through a website / e-portal. PTDC has a
plan to develop a new website / e-portal that will
highlight tourist attractions and promotes positive image
of the country both at national and international levels.
The website / e-portal will have pictures, videos,
information about tourist spots, cultural, archaeological
and historical sites etc. with the purpose to gain
attraction of tourists. However there is no plan of
developing a tourist zone specific website.

Mr. Chairman: Any supplementary?

2 S U last lined Uir 2 !gﬁ‘/’-fvgl}z:'iffﬁz:‘jutfj%:’

Jstourists zones, spotszut‘..dui”websitew:‘adu@website
Svirtual tourismy;ngGT_LEJirL//"K!‘/,ﬁ??nJI.’E?::/}&/&)M
].Téb.«’}?/)’g}’zéfé’kWebSite:/L}?L)/u)aquu:}b.‘.“LLf‘/L?J/
‘however there is no plan of developing a tourist I‘LLJJ:‘
mau’u/developu;fifu;buw{u‘i,zone specific website.
mportanced/ c’.iufﬂi..@;m‘amportantw’c’_Lu)
ool f}’jl/u e lr’// o totally 2 Tourism sector uj u"’
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specially tourism ,;ﬁowl?uﬂ{ui I S W5 specially

,ujL/u‘(:,gu(sector
Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Parliamentary
Affairs.
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Mr. Chairman: Senator Jehanzeb Jamaldini
supplementary please.

%z .Hon’ble Minister Sahib:gilz iz i )3
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Parliamentary
Affairs please.
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(Def.) *Question No. 175 Senator Sardar Muhammad
Shafig Tareen: Will the Minister for Climate Change be
pleased to state whether the Federal Government has
launched any programme / scheme for protection of
the forests of Juniper, Shna, Zaitoon, Palosa, Ghaz and
others in various districts of Balochistan, if so, the
steps taken under the same so far?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: Ministry of Climate Change has
included the protection of natural forests of Balochistan
in the PC-I of ‘Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Programme’ that
was approved by ECNEC on 29-08-2019. Counterpart
funding has also been committed by the Government of
Balochistan. The mentioned forests are included in the
PC-l and are to be rehabilitated by the Forest
Department of the Government of Balochistan through
assisted natural regeneration technique, by establishing
enclosures. The rehabilitation programme will be
executed over the next four years.

Mr. Chairman: Supplementary please.

supplementary Minister Sahiba !/:Q}Jfﬁj/b//‘fi

e G AL S1S e L kY o S e

»Tz;dj354ul/{|uglate§oaic‘,uf:,é%a42;v;/w,/bff,'¢uﬁi

L A esF SR (g S o S
-Jiesm

Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change please.

including Ut & (t,é,;ugju’f &l st f@lm‘,»}-”
UNESCO, living fu’!,uz‘a/ﬂfwgidgg,Zaitoon and Juniper

27



FL e eyl gt esn s, net f § establish £ Lfossils
brilliantly &/ et A S Sl L EF ey g g
un‘};’uuﬁL'?!i.;l'ui‘?uﬁéft{(cspeciallyu'gq.wﬁuﬁ‘tsunami
Sl £ o interests®s? = Lis Lunipert ¢ £57 5
& o7t = UwondersZ ks . -z living fossilssl gp 20 <F L
A1 ZPEPRA Rules £ 1451 £ ol il e (o e § U e 05
i sy S e YT concept paperJ Luluﬂﬁ;g:;;d’{
L L i UFYES L £ Fprotect F Juniper forestlos®
St e FIA UTE T e F 3 b (56 10 £ e GESTSF
Ministry of Climate ﬂg.&ﬂ%@fufu)val?p,ug’;lgd)g;
Juniper and national fiwajgjf@if$l“i£77€hange
u;/frt? LIk _TAL £ Fprotects sisheritage forests
2 SE g Fensure At «sesenergy efficient stove s
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_62,]/*/’“&2,7701‘ Climate Change

Mr. Chairman: Senator Siraj-ul-Hag Sahib!
supplementary please.

G WL st S I oo St P
‘ff4¢u§e/,!§,u5’c)f6uf4ug, L wlerd slefat LS S
LJ'YL% 2 kenvironment.Jt ZUJJ;U’}J:, U7 e Skl
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change please.
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Mr. Chairman: Senator Kabir Ahmed Shahi Sahib!
supplementary please.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you Minister Sahiba. Senator

Bahramand Khan Tangi, not present and placed on the

table of the House.

(Def.) *Question No. 335 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
Will the Minister for Climate Change be pleased to
state whether it is a fact that industries established
near the residential areas in Islamabad cause air
pollution;

(b) whether any study has been conducted to measure
the extent of air pollution caused by the said
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industries, if so, the details of results in each of the
said study; and

(c) the steps being taken by the Government to make
Islamabad pollution free?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: (a) Pak-EPA takes the legal actions
against the industries on non-compliance of the NEQS as
permissible under the Pakistan Environmental Protection
Act, 1997, if and whenever reported.

In present scenario, no such violation of the Act by
any industries near the residential area has been
reported.

Pak-EPA ensures the compliance of NEQS by the
industries strictly through;

i. Routine site inspection visits by Environmental
Monitoring Team (EMT) of Pak-EPA;

ii. Monitoring the ambient air quality data by
using fixed and mobile ambient air quality
monitoring stations of Pak-EPA;

iii. Online physical monitoring of smoke through
high definition cameras installed at the
premises of furnace steel industries; and

iv. Reviewing the monthly compliance reports
submitted by the industries.

(The daily/monthly air quality data generated by
Pak-EPA for ICT is available at the official website
(www.environment.gov.pk) and TWITTER account
@PakEpalslamabad).

(b) InICT, there are approximately 185+ industrial
units including different scale of sizes. Among all of these
industrial units, major industries are steel furnaces,
marble and pharmaceuticals which are also under
observation by Pak-EPA.

In February 2018, Pak EPA conducted an ambient
air quality assessment survey of entire industrial areas of
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ICT. The survey report data is enclosed at Annex-I.

Also, Pak-EPA led a detailed survey of different
industrial zones of Islamabad to identify and categorize
the number and types of industries (Annex-Il).

(c) The major probable factors that may
contribute to air pollution of ICT are;

e Industrial emission (particularly steel industries

and brick kilns in ICT)
e Vehicular emissions

e Crop residue and Solid-waste burning
(particularly a trans boundary issue)

In order to control the issues of environmental
pollution in ICT, Pak-EPA has notified the following
National Environmental Quality Standards for industries;

e NEQS for ambient air under S.R.O. No.

1062(1)/2010 (Annex-I11)

e NEQS for municipal and liquid industrial
effluents and industrial gaseous emission,
under S.R.O No. 549(1)/2000 (Annex-1V) and

According to above NEQS, all the industries of ICT
are bound to control water and air pollution through
installation of water treatment system/pollution control
systems. Correspondingly, all the major industries falls in
the jurisdiction of ICT submit the compliance reports of
above NEQS which are being ensured by Pak-EPA.

INDUSTRIAL EMISSIONS:

Out of 185+ industrial units in ICT, furnace steel
industries and brick kilns are being considered as a major
air polluting Industries.
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(a) Steel Industries:

All the operational steel furnaces (06) situated in
ICT have now installed pollution abatement technology
which is being monitored by Pak-EPA regularly for
ensuring the compliance of NEQS.

Gradually every industry situated in Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) are being taken in loop for the
installation of pollution abatement technology.

(b) Brick Kilns:

Pak-EPA directed brick kiln owners to adopt zig-zag
technology on immediate basis. The technology was
introduced with the cooperation of the All Pakistan Brick
Kiln Owners Association (APBKOA).

In ICT, five (05) out of sixty-four (64) brick kilns
have now turned over their kilns on newly environment
friendly zig-zag technology. The zig-zag kiln technology
has been established to embellish fuel efficiency, energy
savings and lessening in emissions.

All the owners of brick kilns who have not yet
installed the pollution control technology have now
submitted affidavits to convert their kilns to environment
friendly zig-zag technology by the end of 2020.

Further, as per Governments anti-pollution
measures, the Brick kilns will be given financial aid to use
zig-zag technology which is environmentally friendly.

Recently, Pak-EPA has sealed 05 Brick Kilns who
were operating their kilns in Sector H-16, Islamabad
without installation of pollution control technology.
(Annexures have been placed on the table of the House
as well as Library)

loolo F G2 B IniS U colo 0 s
MR e
e fF Gt Rl
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(Def.) *Question No. 338 Senator Mushtag Ahmed: Will
the Minister for Climate Change be pleased to state
the steps taken/being taken by the Government to
control environmental pollution in Islamabad Capital
Territory?
Ms. Zartaj Gul: In order to control the
environmental pollution in Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT), Pak-EPA has notified the following National
Environmental Quality Standards;
= NEQS for ambient air under S.R.O. No.
1062(1)/2010 (Annex-)

= NEQS for municipal and liquid industrial
effluents and industrial gaseous emission,
under S.R.0 No. 549(1)/2000 (Annex-I1)

According to above NEQS, all the industries of ICT
are bound to control water and air pollution through
installation of water treatment system/pollution control
systems. Correspondingly, all the major industries falls in
the jurisdiction of ICT submit the compliance reports of
above NEQS which are being ensured by Pak-EPA.

(1) AIR POLLUTION:

The major probable factors that may contribute to
air pollution of ICT are;

= |ndustrial emission (particularly steel industries

and brick kilns in ICT)

= V\ehicular emissions

= Crop residue and Solid-waste burning

(particularly a trans boundary issue)

STEPS TAKEN BY PAK-EPA TO CONTROL AIR POLLUTION

IN ICT:

(A) INDUSTRIAL EMISSIONS:

In February 2018, Pak-EPA conducted an ambient
air quality assessment survey of entire industrial areas of
ICT. The survey report data is enclosed at Annex-IlI.
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Also, Pak-EPA led a detailed survey of different
industrial zones of Islamabad to identify and categorize
the number and types of industries (Annex-IV).

In ICT, there are approximately 185+ industrial
units including different scale of sizes. Among all of these
industrial units, major industries are steel furnaces,
marble and pharmaceuticals which are also under
observation by Pak-EPA. Out of 185+ industrial units,
steel industries and brick kilns are being considered as a
major air polluting Industries in ICT.

(i) Steel Industries:

All the operational steel furnaces (06) situated in
ICT have now installed pollution abatement technology
which is being monitored by Pak-EPA regularly for
ensuring the compliance of NEQS.

Gradually every industry situated in Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) are being taken in loop for the
installation of pollution abatement technology.

(ii) Brick Kilns:

Pak-EPA directed brick kiln owners to adopt zig-zag
technology on immediate basis. The technology was
introduced with the cooperation of the All Pakistan Brick
Kiln Owners Association (APBKOA).

In ICT, five (05) out of sixty-four (64) brick kilns
have now turned over their kilns on newly environment
friendly zig-zag technology. The zig-zag kiln technology
has been established to embellish fuel efficiency, energy
savings and lessening in emissions.

All the owners of brick kilns who have not yet
installed the pollution control technology have now
submitted affidavits to convert their kilns to environment
friendly zig-zag technology by the end of 2020.

Further, as per Governments anti-pollution
measures, the Brick kilns will be given financial aid to use
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zig-zag technology which is environmentally friendly.
Recently, Pak-EPA has sealed 05 Brick Kilns who were
operating their kilns in Sector H-16, Islamabad
without installation of pollution control technology.
(B) VEHICULAR EMISSIONS

In order to tackle the issues of vehicular
emmissions in ICT, Pak-EPA has notified the following
National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) for
vehicular emission standards under S.R.O No.
72(KE)/2009 (NEQS for motor vehicle exhaust and noise)
(Annex-V).

The major factor of vehicular emission pollution is
old age diesel truck and buses. Diesel vehicles due to
overloading, faulty injection nozzles and weak engine
emit excessive graphite carbon (visible smoke).

Since the transportation accounts for 43% of the
airborne emissions in the country. Therefore, the
Government of Pakistan has approved mandated
minimum penetration targets for Electric Vehicles. The
National Electric Vehicle Policy is developed to ensure
meeting the penetration numbers set forth. This policy
will begin an era of clean air in the country that we
desperately need for our future generations.

In addition to above, the government’s anti-air
pollution measures to control vehicular emissions are
stated below;

= Qil that meets EU’s Euro-4 emission standard
will now be imported. By the end of 2020, a
shift will be made to oil that meets the Euro-5
emission standard.

= Qil refineries will be given a three-year
warning period to improve the quality of oil
produced. If they fail, they will be shut down.
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The auto industry will be asked to shift towards
electric vehicles. All buses will either be hybrid, electric
or CNG-based.

(C) TRANSBOUNDARY EMISSIONS
Solid Waste / Crop Residue Burning:

Solid waste / Crop residue burning has become a
major environmental problem causing health issues as
well as contributing to Smog issues.

As per Governments anti-pollution measures,
imported machinery will be brought to assist farmers to
make use of the post-harvest rice crop, rather than burn
it.

However, as far as ICT is concerned, there is no
crop residue burning practices exercising in ICT, whereas,
due to trans-boundary movement of air pollution from
surrounding areas, ICT has been the victim of air
pollution and smog in winter season, specifically.

(2) WATER POLLUTION:

Indeed, water pollution, if not controlled can
create health risks, because such waterways are often
used directly as drinking water sources or connected with
shallow wells used for drinking water. However, toxic
chemicals such as arsenic and fluoride can be dissolved
from the soil or rock layers into groundwater. Direct
contamination can also occur from badly designed
hazardous waste sites or from industrial sites.

The harmful chemicals can enter waterways from a
point source or a nonpoint source. Point-source pollution
is due to discharges from a single source, such as an
industrial site. Nonpoint-source pollution involves many
small sources that combine to cause significant pollution.
For instance, the movement of rain or irrigation water
over land picks up pollutants such as fertilizers,
herbicides, and insecticides and carries them into rivers,
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lakes, reservoirs, coastal waters, or groundwater.
STEPS TAKEN BY PAK-EPA TO CONTROL WATER
POLLUTION IN ICT:

As far as, ICT is concerned, there are two waste
water treatment plants with capacity of 17 and 5 million
gallons per day in Sector I-9 to treat sewage of the city.
Whereas, for the rural areas of ICT, there is no proper
system of severs or treatment facility in the areas like;
Bhara Kahu, Bani Gala, Muslim Colony, Bari Imam and
they are dumping their raw sewage into fresh water
streams of Rawal Lake.

The Supreme Court of Pakistan took Suo Motu case
No. 13 of 2010 and directed CDA / ICT to stop sewage
directly being thrown in the fresh streams of Rawal Lake
by the illegal/unlawful settlements. After carrying out
comprehensive study of the Rawal Lake catchment areas,
CDA/ICT have identified four sewerage treatment plants
and prepared a PC-l and submitted it to the Planning &
Development Division for securing funds for the purpose.

124 cases were registered in the Environmental
Protection Tribunal (EPT) by Pak-EPA against the
residents of Bari Imam, Bhara Kahu, Bani Gala and
Muslim Colony who were dumping raw sewage into the
fresh water streams of catchment areas of Rawal Lake.

Legal Notices have also been issued to housing
societies viz National Police Foundation, Multi
Professional, Services Cooperative, Pakistan Medical
Cooperative Housing Society Federation of Employees
Cooperative Housing Society, etc. for discharging
untreated waste water into rainwater stream. In the
process of EIA approvals for housing societies it is
mandatory for the proponent to designate a site for the
installation of sewerage treatment plant.

(3) COMPLIANCE MONITORING BY PAK-EPA:
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Pak-EPA ensures the compliance of NEQS by the
industries strictly through;
i. Routine site inspection visits by Environmental
Monitoring Team (EMT) of Pak-EPA;

ii. Monitoring the ambient air quality data by
using fixed and mobile ambient air quality
monitoring stations of Pak-EPA;

iii. Online physical monitoring of smoke through
high definition cameras installed at the
premises of furnace steel industries; and

iv. Reviewing the monthly compliance reports
submitted by the industries.

(The daily/monthly air quality data generated by Pak-EPA
for ICT is available at the official website
(www.environment.gov.pk) and TWITTER account
@PakEpalslamabad).

Pak-EPA takes the legal actions against the industries
on non-compliance of the NEQS as permissible under
the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, if
and whenever reported.

In present scenario, no such violation of the Act by
any industries near the residential area has been
reported.

In response to Pak-EPA’s initiatives for industries, air
quality of Islamabad has been improved during the
year 2019 as compared to previous few years.

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as
well as Library)

Mr. Chairman: Any supplemgntary.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Minister of State for
Climate Change please.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change please.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Sir.
The reply states that the Islamabad Capital Territory’s air
quality data is regularly monitored by the EPA. | would
like to ask the honourable Minister that is the air quality
data of the Federal Capital improving or going bad and
how it is compared with the other provincial capitals of
Pakistan?

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Minister of State for Climate
Change.
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Reply taken as read._uju:.’:,ylyg}‘f}ﬁ’:dﬁ”/’-fvg&

(Def.) *Question No. 341 Senator Faisal Javed: Will the
Minister for Climate Change be pleased to state the
steps taken by the Government to combat climatic
changes in the country during the year 20197?

Ms. Zartaj Gul:

Steps taken by the Govt. to address the issue of climate
change in Pakistan

The following steps have been taken by the

Government to minimize the negative effects of climatic

changes in the country:

1. National Climate Change Policy, 2012 (NCCP)
in consultation with all stake holders was
prepared and approved by the Cabinet.

2. Framework for Implementation of Climate
Change Policy was developed in 2015.

3. Paris Agreement on climate change was
ratified in November, 2016.

4. On the basis of a study carried out by an
expert group intended Nationally Determined
Contribution (INDC) was prepared and
forwarded to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Secretariat in 2016.

5. Pakistan Climate Change Bill has been passed
unanimously by both Houses of the
Parliament. This law provides for the
constitution of a policy making Pakistan
Climate Change Council at the apex, chaired
by the Prime Minister, which has been notified
and the establishment of Pakistan Climate
Change Authority to prepare and supervise
implementation of adaptation and mitigation
projects in various sectors is under way. Both
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the Council and Authority will coordinate,
monitor and supervise implementation of the
National Climate Change Policy and the
Sustainable Development Goals.

The project “Green Pakistan Programme
Revival of Forestry Resources in Pakistan” has
been up-scaled to the “Ten Billion Tree
Tsunami Programme”. The programme will be
implemented all over the country with the
support of Provincial Forest Department for a
period of four years. The cost of the
programme is Rs. 125.184 billion. During the
first phase of the programme, 3.29 billion
plants will be planted/ regenerated. The
umbrella PC-I of the programme has been
approved by ECNEC on 29-08-2019.

GLOF-Il project has been launched with
support from Green Climate Fund (GCF),
amounting to USS37 million.

The Green Pakistan Programme has been
launched as per directions of the Prime
Minister with the objective of building
resilience and mainstreaming adaptation and
mitigation considerations through ecologically
targeted initiatives including measures for
revival of forestry resources and conservation
of biodiversity.

The “Clean Green Pakistan Movement” has
been launched by the Prime Minister of
Pakistan on 8" October, 2018 and Ministry of
Climate Change is co-coordinating its
implementation with all the provinces
including AJK and GB. The key components of
Clean Green Pakistan (CGP) Movement are:
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10.

11.

i. Tree Plantation

i. Solid Waste Management

iii. Liquid Waste Management / Hygiene

iv. Total Sanitation / Toilets

v. Safe Drinking Water

To address the issue of food and energy
security, Ministry of Climate Change has
designed a project “Recharge Pakistan” with
the aim to restore underground water level.
The flood water which is drained off will be
utilized in wetlands to increase the level of the
underground water and will also be used for
restoration of ecological resources.

The FAO project “Transforming the Indus Basin
with climate resilient agriculture and water
management” was approved by the GCF in its
23rd Board meeting in South Korea in July
2019. GCF will be providing USS 35 million
whereas Government of Punjab committed to
contribute USS 7.9 million and Government of
Sindh USS 4.6 million. The targeted areas are
Dera Ghazi Khan, Khanewal, Lodhran, Multan
and Muzaffargarh in Punjab and Badin,
Sanghar and UmerKot in Sindh. This project
will develop the country’s capacity to use the
information it needs to adapt to the impacts of
climate change on agriculture and water
management by putting in place state-of-the
art technology. It will build farmers’ climate
resilience through skills, knowledge and
technology enhancement activities. It will also
create a wider enabling environment for
continuous adaptation.

The Government of Pakistan is committed to
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curb emissions to mitigate and adapt to the
harmful  effects of climate change.
Transportation accounts for 43% of the
airborne emissions in the country. The
Ministry of Climate Change therefore
developed the Electric Vehicles (EVs) Policy.
The policy has been approved by the Federal
Cabinet. The policy aims to ensure
introduction and promotion of electric
vehicles in the country in a quest to reduce
carbon foot prints of ever increasing traffic /
vehicles being run on fossil fuel.

9. The Electric Vehicle promotion is planned to
be linked with in “Insaf Rozagar Scheme” of
the Government, which will also provide
subsidies for electric Rickshaws. This will
impact the low income communities by the
provision of livelihoods for 2 and 3 wheeler
electric vehicles by increasing their savings by
2/3.

U 2K 1346 7 v ol T e 4 2
_‘Q‘L.T
(Def.) *Question No. 346 Senator Muhammad Usman
Khan Kakar: Will the Minister Incharge of the Poverty
Alleviation and Social Safety Division be pleased to
state the names, parentage, designations and name
of departments of the Government officers and
officials who were receiving BISP stipends in the
name of their relatives and have been excluded from
the BISP roll since December, 2019 with province wise
break up indicating also the names of their relatives,
their mutual relationship and the amount of stipend
released to them with date wise break up?
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Reply not received.
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(Def.) *Question No. 348 Senator Seemee Ezdi: Will the
Minister for Climate Change be pleased to state the
details of international treaties regarding climate
change and environment which Pakistan has signed
indicating also the steps being taken by the
Government to implement the obligations contained
in the same?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: Details of Environmental Treaties
signed by Pakistan on climate change and environment
are as under:

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) is an international environmental
treaty adopted on 9 May 1992. UNFCCC’s objective is to
“stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous
anthropogenic interference with the climate system”
Pakistan signed it on 13" June, 1992 and ratified it on 1
June, 1994. The convention has been ratified by 197
member countries including Pakistan. Pakistan is Non-
Annex-| party to the UNFCCC therefore there are no
obligations for compliance.

Kyoto Protocol

The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty which
commits it Annex-l parties to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, based on the scientific consensus that global
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warming is occurring and it is extremely likely that CO,
emissions have predominantly causer it. The Kyoto
Protocol was adopted it on 11 December 1997 and
entered into force on 16 February 2005. Pakistan ratified
it on 11" January, 2005. The Protocol is based on the
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities.
The Protocol’s first commitment period started in 2008
and ended in 2012. A second commitment period was
agreed on in 2012, known as the Doha Amendment to
the Kyoto Protocol Being Non-Annex-| party there are no
obligations for compliance.
Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement (PA) is an agreement within
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), dealing with greenhouse-gas-
emissions mitigation, adaptation, and finance, ratified in
2016. The aim of PA is to hold the increase in the global
average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-
industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the
temperature increase to 1.5 °C by the end of century.
Pakistan ratified it in November, 2016. The salient
features of PA are as under:

e To Ilimit the global average temperature
increase to below 2 degrees with the aim for
reaching to 1.5 degrees.

e Divided between developed and developing
countries diluted- common but differentiated
responsibilities not as strongly anchored as it
used to be.

e Shift in approach to build the mitigation actions
based on the domestic actions taken by the
countries.

e Nationally determined contributions to play the
key role in meeting the ambition and targets
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set out in the Agreement.

Enhanced support mechanism established
Implementation on Paris Agreement shall be
started after 2020.

Steps taken by Government of Pakistan:

Development of National Climate Change Policy
(NCCP) to ensure that climate change is
mainstreamed in the economically and socially
vulnerable sectors of the economy and to steer

Pakistan towards climate resilient
development.
Development of Framework for

implementation of National Climate Change
Policy.

Establishment of Global Change impact Study
Centre (GCISC) for conducting climate change
related research.

Pakistan Climate Change Act 2017 passed by
the Parliament.

Second National Communication to UNFCCC
along with national Greenhouse inventory.
Pakistan Climate Public Expenditure and
Institutional Review (CPEIR) (2015 & 2017).
Policy Guidelines for Green Building Codes
2018.

State of Pakistan Cities Report 2018.
Government of Pakistan has introduced climate
budget coding and expenditure tracking
system.

Submission of Pakistan’s Nationally Determined
Contributions; and

Ratification of Paris Agreement and Doha
Amendment.
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e Prime Minister’'s Committee on Climate Change
has been notified.

e Support from Green Climate Fund for Glacial
Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF-II) Project has been
approved.

e Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Project.

e Prime Minister launched “Clean Green Pakistan
Movement”.

e Government of Pakistan has launched the
Ecosystem Restoration Initiative (ESRI).

e Approval of National Electric Vehicle Policy.

e World’s first “zero emissions” metro line
project for Karachi.

e “Recharge Pakistan” initiative is focused on
shifting our direction by effectively managing
and prudently utilizing our water resources —
turning catastrophic floods into an opportunity
for recharging aquifers and naturally restoring
ecosystems.

Apart from these Pakistan is signatory to the

following International Treaties which is annexed.

Annexure

Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

CITES is an intergovernmental treaty with the
objective to ensure that wild plants and animals in
international trade are not exploited unsustainably.
Pakistan is party to this Convention since 1976.
Implementation measures:

e Import and export of wild fauna and flora is
being regulated by Ministry of Climate Change
in collaboration with provincial/territorial
Wildlife Departments and Pakistan Customs.

e For effective implementation of cities in
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Pakistan, an exclusive law titled “The Pakistan
Trade Control of Wild Fauna and Flora Act,
2012” was enacted and The Pakistan Trade
Control of Wild Fauna and Flora Rules, 2018
were notified.

e Wildlife Departments in collaboration with the
Customs authorities have confiscated a
number of consignments of cites listed species
being traded illegally.

e FEach year 3" March, is celebrated as “World
Wildlife Day” to raise awareness about wild
fauna and flora.

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

Ramsar Convention or the Wetlands Convention is an
intergovernmental treaty for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands. The Ramsar Convention, signed
in 1971 in Ramsar, Iran, is the only global treaty that
focuses specifically on wetlands. Today 170 nations
are signatories to the Ramsar Convention. Wise use of
the wetlands means the maintenance of the
ecological character of the wetland and allowance of
sustainable use for the benefit of people and the
environment.

Pakistan is party to Ramsar Convention since 1976.
Implementation measures:

e To fulfill the obligations of this Convention,
initially nine “Ramsar Sites-Wetlands of
International Importance” were designated in
Pakistan, at present there are 19 wetlands on
the Ramsar list.

e Each year 2" February is celebrated as “World
Wetlands Day” to raise awareness on wetlands
and wise use of their resources.

e Pakistan has executed a Pakistan Wetland
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Project Covering the whole of the country
regarding effective management of Wetlands.
i Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or Bonn
Convention
CMS is an intergovernmental treaty that aims to
conserve migratory animal species over the whole of
their migratory range. The CMS is the only global, and
United “nations based, intergovernmental Convention
established exclusively for the conservation and
management of land and aquatic migratory species.
Implementation measures:
Important migratory species are protected under
provincial wildlife laws which prohibit their killing,
capturing and trade
1. Wildlife Departments ensure conservation and
management of migratory species through
watch and ward
To raise awareness on migratory birds, “World
Migratory Bird Day” is celebrated on Second Saturday
in May and October.
iv. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
CBD is considered as mother of all biodiversity related
convention. The Convention was opened for signature
in 1992 and entered into force on 29 December 1993.
Pakistan is party to the Convention on Biological
Diversity since 26™ July 1994.
The Convention has three main objectives including:
the conservation of biological diversity; The
sustainable use of its components; and the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic
resources.
Implementation measures:
i. As an implementation measure, Pakistan has
developed National Biodiversity Strategy and
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Action Plan and same was approved by Prime
Minister of Pakistan back in Nov., 2018.

ii. Ali National Reports including Sixth National
Report regarding implementation of the
provision of the Convention were compiled
and submitted to the Secretariat.

iii. Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Programme has a
discrete component specifically to address
issues related with species and habitat
conservation.

iv. International Day of biological Diversity (IBD) is
celebrated every year on 22 May.

The Convention has two protocols namely Nagoya

Protocol and Cartagena Protocol.
A. Nagoya Protocol on Access & Benefit Sharing (ABS)

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic

Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits
Arising from their Utilization is an agreement of CBD. It
provides a mechanism for transparent legal framework to
share the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic
resources.

Nagoya Protocol entered into force in 2014 and

Pakistan is a party since 21-02-2016.
Implantation measures

i. Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) Low is in
process of consultation for the approval.

ii. Pakistan’s first National Interim Report on
Nagoya Protocol on ABS has been submitted.

B. Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is an
International agreement under the Convention on
Biological Diversity and is effective since 2003. The
Biosafety Protocol seeks to protect biological diversity,
human and environmental health from the potential risks
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posed by genetically modified organisms resulting from
modern biotechnology.

Based on the precautionary approach, safe
transfer, handling and use of ‘living modified organisms
resulting from modern biotechnology’ is ensured.

Pakistan is party to Cartagena protocol on Biosafety
since May 31, 2009.
Implementation Measures
i. Mandatory legislation (Biosafety Rules) was
approved in 2005.
ii. Third National Report has been submitted.
iii. Fourth National Report is in process of
preparation.
iv. Capacity building exercise for stakeholders
regarding sharing of information using the Biosafety
Clearing House (BCH) is under way.
V. United Nations  Convention to  Combat

Desertification (UNCCD)

It is the only convention stemming from a direct
recommendation of the Rio Conference (1992) and
entered into force in December 1996, it is the only treaty
to address the problem of desertification through
national action programs that incorporate long-term
strategies supported by international cooperation and
partnership arrangements.

Pakistan is party to the UNCCD since 24 February
1997.
Implementation measures
|. Pakistan developed its National Action
Programme (NAP) in 2002. This Action
Programme is updated and revised in 2016
and is under implementation.

Il. SLMP Phase-ll is being implemented in all

provinces to address the desertification land
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degradation issues.

IIl. Land Degradation Neutrality initiative s
adopted by Pakistan. Data and Report on
voluntary targets for LDN were conveyed to
UNCCD Secretariat in 2019.

IV. Pakistan has submitted its national report as
per our national commitment.

V. For Provinces, SLM Policies are already drafted
and approval from the respective forum is
awaited.

VI. Project titled Ten Billion Tree Tsunami
Program (TBTTP) is contributing significantly
towards the objectives of the Convention on
land conservation and poverty alleviation
areas.

1. Basel Convention on Control of Trans-Boudary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their
Disposal:

Pakistan ratified the Convention on 26™ July, 1994.
Presently, there are 187 parties to the Convention. The
Convention deals with materials / wastes having
hazardous characteristics like explosives, poisons,
infectious substances, toxic and corrosive, flammable
liquids, solids and gases, oxidizing and organic peroxides.
The main controlled categories of wastes under this
Convention are clinical and pharmaceutical wastes, waste
oil, waste substances of poly Chlorinated Biphenyls
(PCBs) and Poly Brominated Biphenyls (PBBs), waste of
inks, dyes, pigments, paints, waste constituents of
mercury, lead, arsenic, etc. The objectives of the
Convention are as under:

1. To minimize the generation of hazardous wastes in
terns of quantity and hazardousness.
2. To dispose of hazardous waste as close to the
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source of generation as possible.
3. Toreduce the movement of hazardous wastes.

2. Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed
Consent for Certain Hazardous Chemical and Pesticides in
International Trade:

Pakistan signed the Convention on 9t September,
1999 and ratified on 14™ July, 2005. Currently, there
are 161 parties to the Convention. This Convention
deals with certain hazardous chemicals and pesticides
in international trade. Ministry of Climate Change is
responsible for 14 industrial chemicals under prior
informed consent procedure. The objectives of the
Convention are as follows:-

e To promote shared responsibility and
cooperative efforts among parties in the
international trade of certain hazardous
chemicals in order to protect human health
and the environment from potential harm.

e To contributes environmentally sound use, by
facilitating information exchange about their
characteristics, by providing for a national
decision-making process on their import and
export and by disseminating these decisions to
Parties.

3.Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants

(POPs)

Pakistan signed the Convention on 6" December,
2001 and ratified on 17" April, 2008. Currently, there
are 184 parties to the Convention. There is a ban on
the import of twelve (12) Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs) in Pakistan. The objective of the
Convention is as under:-

e To protect human health and the environment
from persistent organic pollutants.
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Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) are chemicals
that possess toxic properties, resist degradation, bio-
accumulate and are transported through air, water
and migratory species across international boundaries
and get deposited far from their place of release,
where they accumulate in terrestrial and aquatic eco
systemes.
4. Vienna Convention/Montreal Protocol

The Vienna Convention for Protection on the Ozone
Layer was adopted in 1985 and entered into force on
22" September, 1988. Pakistan signed and ratified
the Vienna Convention and Montreal Protocol on 18"
August, 1992. Currently, there are 198 parties to the
Protocol. The Vienna Convention and Montreal
Protocol envisages to protect the Ozone layer so that
harmful ultra violet radiations may not reach the
earth to harm life.

Montreal Protocol

e To process phase out sub-projects for financial
assistance from Multilateral Fund (MLF)
through UNIDO/World Bank;

e To coordinate the phase out activities with
UNDP/UNIDO/WB/UNEP and MLF;

e To assist local industry in the preparation of
phase out sub-projects;

e To disseminate information on ODSs free
technologies and phase out activities;

e To oversee and monitor import & usage of
ODSs as well as implementation of phase out
projects;

e To establish and maintain data base regarding
demand and supply of ODSs in the country.

5. Minamata Convention on Mercury
Pakistan signed Minamata Convention on Mercury on
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11" October, 2013. However, it has not been ratified
so far. The Convention envisages to protect human
health and environment from the hazardous effects of
mercury and mercury compound by phasing out the
use of mercury from products and processes.

6. Memorandum of Understanding

Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of
Environment between the Government of the
Islamic  Republic of Pakistan and the
Government of the Kingdom of Morocco. (18"
July, 2003)

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in
the Field of Environment between Department of the
Environment, Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Ministry of Environment, Government of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. (10™ April, 2007)

Agreement on Environmental Protection
Cooperation between the Ministry of
Environment Government of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan and the Ministry of
Environmental Protection of the People’s
Republic of China. (15" October, 2008)

Memorandum of Understanding on
Cooperation for  Environmental Human
Resources  Development between, the
President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
through the Ministry of Environment,
Government of Pakistan and The National
Institute of Environmental Human Resources
Development of the Ministry of Environment
of the Republic of Korea (22" February, 2011)
Agreement between the Government of the
Republic of Turkey and the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan on Cooperation
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for the Protection of the Environment. (15th
June, 2003)
Cooperation  Agreement  between the
Government of Republic of Turkey and the
Government of Islamic Republic of Pakistan in
the field of Forestry (23" February, 2017)
Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of Republic of Turkey and the
Government of Islamic Republic of Pakistan on
Cooperation in the field of Environment (23"
February, 2017)
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
Cooperation in the Fields of Climate Change
and Environmental Protection Between
Ministry of Environment and Energy of the
Republic of Maldives and Ministry of Climate
Change of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
(25" July, 2017)
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
Between the People’s Republic of China and
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in the Field of
Forestry. (3™ November, 2018)

Mr. Chairman: Any supplementary?
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Climate
Change.
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Mr. Chairman: OK. thank you for suggestion.
Senator Abdul Rehman Malik.

Senator Abdul Rehman Malik: Thank you Sir. Mr.
Chairman, climate change is one of the factors
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*Question No. 20. Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq
Shaikh: Will the Minister In-charge of the Poverty
Alleviation and Social Safety Division be pleased to
state:

(a) the details of financial assistance programmes
launched by Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal for poor patients,
orphans and disabled persons since July, 2019
indicating also the number of beneficiaries of the
same in each case;

(b) the details of wheel chairs provided by Pakistan Bait-
ul-Mal to disabled persons during the said period; and

(c) the procedure laid down for provision of financial
assistance to poor patients and educational expenses
to orphans separately?

Minister In-charge of the Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Division: (a) Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal is a
public sector social safety net of the Federal
Government working under the Poverty Alleviation
and Social Safety Division. It was established through
an Act of Parliament in 1991 to provide financial
assistance to destitute, widows, orphans, infirm and
other needy persons. In line with the provisions of the
Act, PBM is executing an Individual Financial
Assistance (IFA) scheme to provide monetary
assistance to the marginalized segments of the society
for health care, education and general assistance.

IFA (Medical):

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal provides financial assistance upto
Rs.1.000 million to the indigent sick persons for
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treatment of chronic diseases through government
hospitals through IFA (Medical).

IFA (Education)

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal provides financial assistance up
to Rs. 100,000/- per annum per student, to the
deserving students, admitted in Government
institutes for payment of institutional dues.

Financial Assistunce to Special Person(s):

Pakistan Bait-ul--Mal provides financial assistance of
Rs.10,000/- per annum to a family having one disable
member and Rs.25,000/- per annum, as financial
assistance to a family having more than one disable
member throughout life.

The detail of financial assistance to poor patients,
educational expenses to deserving students and
financial assistance to disable persons since July, 2019
is as under:-

Category No. of Beneficiaries Amount in million( Rs.)
Medical 15998 2,027

Education 3735 100

Special Person 1686 20.48

The Regional wise distribution details/table of each
category is placed at Annex-A.

(b) A total of 1.571 wheel chairs have been distributed
among disable persons since July, 2019 to March,
2020. It's Sub-office/ Region wise detail is placed at
Annex-B.

(c) The laid down procedures for various categories of
IFA are as under:-

Procedure for IFA (Medical):

The applicants will submit applications on plain paper
for medical treatment, along with copy of CNIC and
cost estimation for treatment done by designated
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hospital committees. Thereafter applications are
investigated by the concerned District Officer to
assess economic status of the applicant. It is finally
analyzed and recommended for required amount by
Medical Directorate of PBM in Head Office and
Deputy Director/Assistant Director Medical at
Provincial/ Regional level. All payments regarding
medical assistance shall be made through crossed
cheques in favour of concerned Government hospital
authorities. However, where the diagnostic facility
does not exist in a Government hospital, the payment
could be made direct to the private test laboratory or
through Government hospital.
Procedure for IFA (Education):
The students are required to submit application for
education stipend along with academic testimonials
and bonafide certificate. Subsequently, the cases are
got duly investigated to assess their genuineness. The
deserving students are paid education stipend once a
year on inception of new academic session in case of
annual system. In case of semester system the
deserving students are paid education stipend at the
start of the each semester. However the amount in
both cases should not exceed Rs. 100,000/- in a year.
Procedure for Financial Assistance to Special Person(s):
Special persons irrespective of their eligibility status
(on request) will be provided financial assistance. A
family having one special person will be provided Rs.
10,000/- per annum as financial assistance. A family
having two or more special persons will be provided
Rs. 25,000/- per annum as financial assistance
throughout life of the special person, however, in this
regard family has to apply afresh on completion of
each year.
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Mr. Chairman: Any supplementary?
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Parliamentary
Affairs.

Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan: We would require a
specific question for that. We got intuition out of it that
he wanted information about the beneficiaries which we
have provided. If he wants applications, there is a proper
criterion for that which we have devised here. If he wants

details of the applications, | would request for a fresh
guestion.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister of State for Parliamentary

Affairs.
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he has taken into another level, ééﬁ/ﬁ%,»u'{fdwu
_écooperative gyu’{Masha Allah Abid Sahib
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| would convey your concerns to Aun Abbas Bhatti
Sahib today
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| would say that it would be a bit harsh on him to label on

him that he is only facilitating the people from Multan. |
have normally seen him in very far-flung areas, with due
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respect honourable Senator sahiba, | have seen him time
a lotin erstwhile FATA

ce LU b e b b Utk L pi sl g Ul
engineering ZU he is my batch mate c‘,JagJV»u}%L.{T
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Answer taken as - T _f"ﬁuﬂj{fuﬁ‘/’{vg&
read.
*Question No. 21 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi: Will
the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be
pleased to state whether it is fact that the present
Government has constituted a task force for Civil
Service Reforms, if so, the progress made on the said
reforms so far?

Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: Yes. The
present Government has constituted a Task Force on Civil
Service Reforms under the Chairmanship of Dr. Ishrat
Hussain, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Institutional
Reforms and Austerity. The progress report is Annexed.

Annexure-A
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MOST IMMEDIATE
No. 9/18/2019 :
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
CABINET SECRETARIAT
ESTABLISHMENT DIVISION

LA E LT

Islamabad the, 13" January, 2019

MEETING NOTICE

Subject: MEETING 'OF THE COMMITTEE FOR REGULARIZATION OF
CONTRACT/ DAILY WAGES EMPLOYEES.

The Chairman of the Committee for Regularization of Contract/Daily Wages
empicyess hus desiied 1o hold a meetings of the subject Conuiilee on 3% Junvary, 2020 o
04:30 P.M in the Committee Room, 3" Floor, *S” Block Pak-Secretariat, Law & Justice DiViSiOI:I,
to discuss the cases of the employees pertaining to regularization of Contract/Daily Wages
employees in various Ministries/Divisions-and their attached depariments.

2. All Members of the Commirtee are requested to make it convenient to attend the

meeting on the given date and time please.

Joint Secretary (Regulation)
Ph: 051-9207086

The Advisor 1o the Prime Minister on Finance and Revenue,
Member

Ministry of Finance and Revenue,

Islamabad.

The Advisor to the Prime Minister on Institutional Reforms and Austerity,
Member

Prime Minister Office,

Islamabad.

The Advisor to the Prime Minister on Establishment,
Member,

Prime Minister Office,
Islamabad.

Copy for information to:
« SPS to the Chairman Committee/Federal Minister, Law & Justice Division, Islamabad.
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*Question No. 22 Senator Sassui Palijo: Will the Minister In-

charge of the Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
Division be pleased to state the amount allocated to
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal during the last five fiscal years and
the current fiscal year (2019-20) indicating also the
amount disbursed out of the same to the poor people in

the country with year wise and district wise break up?

Minister In-charge of the Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Division: The amount allocated to Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal during the last five fiscal years and the
current fiscal year (2019-20) is place at Annex-A.

The amount disbursed out during the last five fiscal
years and the current fiscal year (2019-20) to the poor
people in the country with year wise and district wise
break up is placed at Annex-B.

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as
well as Library)
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Mr. Chairman: Question Hour is over. 'The

remaining questions and their printed replies laid on the
Table of the House shall be taken as read.

! [Question Hour is over. Remaining questions and their printed replies placed
on the the Table of the House, shall be taken as read].
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*Question No. 24 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi: Will
the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be
pleased to state whether there is any proposal under
consideration of the Government to regularize the
services of the persons working on daily wages basis
in the Federal Government departments, if so, the
details thereof?

Minister In-charge of the Establishment Division:
At present, there is no such proposal, however, while
considering the summary titled “regularization of
contract staff BS 1-15 under Federal Directorate of
Education Islamabad dated 12-07-2019 submitted by
Federal Education & Professional Training Division the
Federal Government has constituted a Committee under
the Minister for Law to make recommendations to the
Cabinet after a holistic review of cases of regularization
of daily wagers/contract employees of various Ministries/
Divisions. The Committee includes Prime Minister’s
Adviser on Finance & Revenue, Adviser on Austerity and
Government Restructuring and Adviser on Establishment.
Establishment Division is required to perform secretarial
function of the Committee.

A meeting of the said Committee was held on 15-
01-2020 (Annex-1) under the Chairmanship of Federal
Minister for Law & Justice in which it was decided to
collect the data about employees working on contract/
daily wages basis in the Federal Ministries/ Divisions.
Accordingly the data has been obtained from most of the
Ministries/ Divisions. However, the same is awaited from
few Ministries/ Divisions. After receipt of the same it will
be compiled and submitted to the chair of the
Committee.

Annex-|
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MOST IMMEDIATE

File No. 9/18/2019-Coord-11
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
CABINET SECRETARIAT
ESTABLISHMENT DIVISION

LA RS S ]

Islamabad the, 13™ January. 2019
MEETING NOTICE '

Subject: : MITTEE _FOR ARIZAT
CO| CT/DAILY W EES.

The Chairman of the Committee for Regularization of Contract/Daily Wages
employcss has desied to hold a meetings of ine subjeci Couiiiiee on 5% Januaiy, 2020 i
04:30 P.M in the Committee Room, 3" Floor, “S" Block Pak-Secretariat, Law & Justice Divisior;.
to discuss the cases of the employees pertaining lo regularization of Contract/Daily Wages

employees in various Ministries/Divisionsand their attached departments.

2. All Members of the Committee are requested to make it convenient to attend the

meeting on the given date and time please. Py
(Shabm@m Amir Kifan)
Joint Secretary (Regulation)
Ph: 051-9207086

The Advisor to the Prime Minister on Finance and Revenue,
Member .

Ministry of Finance and Revenue,

Islamabad.

The Advisor to the Prime Minister on Institutional Reforms and Austerity,
Member

Prime Minister Office,

Islamabad.

" The Advisor to the Prime Minister on Establishment,
Member,

Prime Minister Office,
Islamabad.
Copy for information to:

s SPS to the Chairman Committee/Federal Minister, Law & Justice Division, Islamabad.

*Question No. 25 Senator Sassui Palijo: Will the Minister
In-charge of the Establishment Division be pleased to
state the details of policy laid down for provision of
guota to the provinces in recruitments in Federal
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Government departments?

Minister In-charge of the Establishment Division: In
pursuance of Article 27(1) of the Constitution of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, 1973, regional/provincial quotas
were prescribed in 1973 after a detailed deliberations on
the basis of population figures of the Federating Units
with the approval of the then President vide O.M.
No.8/9/72-TRV dated 31-8-1973 (Annex-I).

In the year 2007, the share of Balochistan was
enhanced from 3.5% to 6% by reducing the share of
merit from 10% to 7.5% vide OM No. 4/10/2006-R-II
dated 12-02-2007 (Annex-Il).

The administrative instructions dated 12-02-2007
were further amended in the light of Cabinet decision
under Case No. 17/02/2020 where the 4% combined
quota of Gilgit-Baltistan/ FATA was bifurcated in the
ratio to 1:3 respectively vide O.M. dated 14-02-2020
(Annex-Ill).

Annex-|
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Annex-Il

Government of Pakistan
Cabinet Secretariat
Establishiment Division

No. 4/10/2006-R-2. Islamabad, the/a 4 February, 2007,
OFFICE MEMORANDUM
SUBIECT:- VINCIA IONAL QUOTAS FOR RE NT TO THE

CIVIL POSTS UNDER THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

The unldcrsigned is dirccted to state that the Provincial and Regional
quolas prescribed in 1973 for direct recruitment to civil posts under the Federal
Government vide Establishment Division’s 0.M.No. 8/9/7 2 'IRV dnlcd 31.8.1973 have
been reviewed and uhas beendecided T\) tye Federal Gma‘nmcnl lhat with immediate
effect the following merit, and provincialfregional quotas shall be observed in flling
vacancics-rescrv:d for direct recruitment lo posts under the Federal Government which
arc filled on All-Pakistan basis:-

Merit quota 1.5%
Punjab (including Federal Arca of Islamabad) 50 %
Sindh ' L 19 %

‘The share of Sindh will be lurther
Sub-allocated in the following ratio:

Urban arcas namely 40%ol 19 %
Karachi, Hyderabad and or 7.6 %
Sukkur.

Rural areas i.e. resl of 60 %ol 19 %
Sindh excluding Karachi, orl14%

Hyderabad and Sukkur.

N.W.F.P. . . 11.5%

Balochistan : 6%

Northern Areas/FATA 4%

Azad Kashmir 2%
--'"r

(Hifz-ur-Rchman)
. Additional Sccretary
All Secretaries/Additional Secretarics

of Ministries/Divisions, Islamabad/Rawalpindi
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Annex-lll

Government of Pakistan
Cabinet Secretariat
Establishment Division

No. 4/102006-R-2 Islamabad, the 14™ February, 2020

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:- OVINCIAL/REGIONAL QUOTAS FOR RECRU D T0
THE CIV] UNDER TH DERAL GOVERNMENT.

The undersigned is directed to state that the Provincial and Regional quoras

* prescribed in 2007 for direct recruitmeént to ¢ivil posts under the Federal Governinent vide

Establishment Division’s O.M. No. 4/10/2006-R-IT dated 12.02.2007 have been reviewed

and it has been decided by the Federal Government that with immediate effect, the

following merit and provincial/regional quotas shall be observed in filling vacancies

reserved for direct recruitment to posts under the Federal Government which are filled on

All-Pakistan basis:-

Merit 7.5%
Punjab (including Federal Area of Islamabad) 50%
Sindh 19 %

The share of Sindh will be further
Sub-allocated in the following ratio:

Urban areas namely 40 % of 19%
Karachi, Hyderabad and Sukkur or7.6%
Rural areas i.e. rest of Sindh 60 % of 19 %
excluding Karachi, Hyderabad orll4%
and Sukkur.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 11.5%
Balochistan 6%

Newly merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa(Ex-FATA) 3%
(This share shall not be merged into Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

and  be observed independently for next 10 years.in .
conjunction with the ten-year Development Plan devised  to

bring the Ex-FATA at par with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

socially and economically).

Gilgit-Baltistan 1%
Azad Kashmir 2%
( Mns;jur Hussain )
Section Officer
All Secretarfes/Additional Secretaries Incharge 1§.2.32e2>

of Ministries/Divisions, Islamabad/Rawalpindi
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*Question No. 26 Senator Sassui Palijo: Will the Minister
In-charge of the Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
Division be pleased to state:

(a) the ratio of poverty registered in the country as on
30" June, 2018, 2019 and at present separately; and
(b) whether it is a fact that the ratio of poverty is
increasing in the country, if so, the steps being taken

by the Government to control the same?

Minister In-charge of the Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Division: (a) Ministry of Planning,
Development & Special Initiatives (PD&SI):

Poverty is estimated by using Household Integrated
Economic Survey (HIES) data. The latest HIES data is
available for 2015-16. Dataset for 2018-19 is due in
few months. Ratio of poverty for 2018-19 will be
estimated after the availability of data.

(b) Ministry of Planning, Development & Special
Initiatives (PD&SI):
At this point of time, there is no empirical evidence to
verify or deny the claim. However, the steps taken by
this Division and ancillary organizations for alleviation
of the poverty in the country are as under:
(A) Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF):
The Government has launched Ehsaas Programme on
March 27, 2019 with an objective to reduce
inequality, invest in people, and lift lagging districts.
Ehsaas is about the creation of a ‘welfare state’ by
countering elite capture and leveraging 21* century
tools such as using data and technology to create
precision safety nets; promoting financial inclusion
and access to digital services; supporting the
economic empowerment of women; focusing on the
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central role of human capital formation for poverty
eradication, economic growth and sustainable
development; and overcoming financial barriers to
accessing health and post-secondary education.

The National Poverty Graduation Initiative (NPGI) is
part of the Ehsaas strategy. It aims at graduating the
ultra and vulnerable poor households out of poverty
and set them on the path of economic and social
prosperity. Key components of the initiative include (i)
Asset Transfers (ii) Vocational and Skills Training and
(iii) Interest Free Loans (IFL).

The initiative will reduce dependence of segment of
the population living at the bottom of the pyramid on
government-led social safety nets. It will uplift them
by mainstreaming them into economic development
and financial inclusion.

Under NPGI, the following two major programs are
currently being implemented by PPAF:

1. National Poverty Graduation Programme (NPGP):
NPGP is a GoP and IFAD funded USD 150 million (GoP
USD 50 million and IFAD USD 100 million) programme
to be implemented over a period of six years with an
overarching objective to assist the ultra-poor and very
poor including women in graduating out of poverty on
sustainable basis. The programme aims at transferring
of livelihood assets and trainings to 176,877
households in 23 districts of 4 provinces of Pakistan.

2. Interest Free Loan (IFL) Programme:

IFL is one of the major components of NPGI being
implemented by PPAF through its 24 Partner
Organizations (POs). The range of interest free loans is
PKR 20,000 — Rs.75,000. As many as 3.8 million
interest free loans will be provided (80,000 loans a
month) for the next 4 vyears to 2.28 million
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households.

(B) Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM):

PBM is administering following pro - poor projects /

schemes for eradication of poverty from country.

Detail is enclosed is placed at Annex-A:

i. Individual Financial Assistance
a. Medical

Education

Special Friends (disabled persons)

General

Customized Wheel Chairs

Cochlear Implant

ii. Schools for Rehabilitation of Child Labour

(SRCL)

ii. 'Women Empowerment Centres (WEC)

iv. Dar-ul-Ehsaas (Orphanages)

v. Child Support Programme (CSP)

vi. Ehsaas Kada (Senior Citizen Home)

(C) Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP):

BISP is a safety net providing consumption smoothing
to the extreme poor against shocks triggered primarily
by food and fuel inflation. The cash stipend is being
provided under Kafaalat which is provided as per
Poverty Score Card eligibility criteria. Kafaalat serves
4.3 million vulnerable and destitute all across the
country. Since inception, Rs.734 billion have been
disbursed as cash transfers to the extreme poor in the
country (31° December 2019).

*Question No. 27 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq
Shaikh: Will the Minister for Climate Change be
pleased to state the details of projects relating to
climate change being executed in the country at
present?

Ms. Zartaj Gul: The details of PSDP projects relating to

-0 oo T
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Climate Change being executed a present are as

under:-
Year | Project Name Status
2015- | Sustainable Land Management In progress and
2021 | Programme 10 Combat \t;J;!l Jl.:;:'ogil)%l?ted

Desertification in Pakistan Phase-Il

(SLMP-I1). Brief is at Annex-A
2013- | Establishment of Geomatic Center | in progress and
June, | for Sustainable Development. Bricf | will be completed
2020 | s at Annex-B by June, 2020
2018- | Establishment of Pakistan WASH | In progress and
June, | Strategic Planning and Coordination | will be completed
2021 | Cell. Briefis at Annex-C by June, 2021
2017- | Establishment of Climate Change | In progress and
June | Reporting Unit in MoCC. Brief is at | will be completed
2022 | Annex-D by June, 2022
2018- | Climate Resillent Urban Human | In Progress and
June, | Settlements Unit. Briel is at will be completed
2023 | Annex-E by June, 2023
2019-|Ten  Bilion  Tree  Tsunami | In progress and will |
2023 | Programme, Phase-1, Upscaling be completed by

of Green Pakistan Programme | June, 2023

(Revised) (Phase-l), Brief is at

Annex-F ]

—+ i =

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as
well as Library)
*Question No. 28 Senator Sirajul Haqg: Will the Minister
In-charge of the Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
Division be pleased to state:
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(a) the amount released by the Government under the
Ehsaas Programme during the pandemic of corona
virus with province wise break up;

(b)  the procedure adopted for distribution of the said
amount of financial assistance; and

(c) whether it is a fact that the said financial assistance
under that Programme is being distributed through
the Government established centres instead of
sending the same directly to the accounts of the
deserving persons, if so, the reasons thereof?

Reply not received.

*Question No. 29 Senator Mushtag Ahmed: Will the

Minister for Information Technology and

Telecommunication be pleased to state the laws and

rules made and those proposed to be made for

regulating / controlling the social media in the country?

Syed Amin-ul-Haq: (i) Yes, an Act titled “Prevention
of Electronic Crime Act, 2016” (Annex-A) and has already
been promulgated.

(i) Similarly Rules titled “Citizen Protection (Against on-
line Harm) Rules 2020” (Annex-B) have been
approved for regulation of social media and
promotion of digital wellbeing across Pakistan. These
are under stakeholders’ consultation by a Committee
constituted under Chairman, PTA on the order of
honourable. Prime Minister (Annex-C).

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as
well as Library)
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Order No. 5, calling attention notice in the name of
Senator Mian Raza Rabbani, Senator Sherry Rehman and
Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi, Senator Mian Raza
Rabbani Sahib may raise the matter please.
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Calling Attention Notice moved by Senator Mian Raza
Rabbani regarding Tragic Incident of PIA Plane crash at
Karachi
Senator Mian Raza Rabbani

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani: Thank you Sir. | beg
to draw the attention of the Minister for Aviation
towards the tragic incident of PIA plane crash at Karachi.
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Mr. Chairman: The Calling Attention Notice is

disposed of. Senator Kauda Babar at Order No.3; please
raise the matter.

Calling Attention Notice moved by Senator Kauda
Babar regarding delay in Construction of Pakistan
Consulate in Zahidan city of Iran

Senator Kauda Babar: | would like to draw the
attention of the Minister of Foreign Affairs towards the
delay in construction of Pakistan Consulate in Zahidan
city of Iran.
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Mr. Chairman: The Calling Attention Notice is
disposed of. Order No.4, Mr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan,
Adviser to the Prime Minister on Parliamentary Affairs.
On his behalf Ali Muhammad Khan may move the Order.
Laying of Annual Report of Election Commission of
Pakistan for the year 2019
Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan: Mr. Chairman, | would
like to lay before the Senate a copy of the Annual Report
of the Election Commission of Pakistan for the vyear,
2019, as required by section 16(2) of the Election Act.
2017.
Mr. Chairman: Report stands laid. Senator Kauda
Babar sahib.
Point of Public Importance raised by Senator Kauda
Babar regarding Unbecoming Attitude of Chairperson,
FBR
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sector during the Pandemic COVID-19
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Point of Public Importance raised by Senator Waleed
Igbal regarding the Incident of Brutal Killing of an eight
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Mr. Chairman: The House stands adjourned to
meet again on Friday, 12 June, 2020 at 05:00 p.m.

(The House was then adjourned to meet again on Friday,
12" June, 2020 at 05:00 p.m.)
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