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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Tuesday, January 06, 2015
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad
at twenty two minutes past four in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Syed Nayyer

Hussain Bokhari) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Who would move the motion to dispense the Rules? This is regarding question

hour.



Motion Under Rule 263 Moved By Rana Tanveer Hussain,

Minister for Defence Production to Dispense with the Rules
Rana Tanveer Hussain (Minister for Defence Production): Mr. Chairman,

Sir, | beg to move under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Senate, 2012, that the requirements of Rule 41 of the said Rules
regarding question hour be dispensed and the answers placed on the table of the
House be deferred for next rota day.
(i B s 2 et P sy Cr )

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. It has been moved that under Rule 263 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, the requirements
of Rule 41 of said Rules regarding question hour be dispensed with.

(Motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: We move on to agenda Item No. 2A. Mr. Pervaiz Rashid,

Minister for Law and Justice to move Item No. 2A.
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Point of Order Regarding Absence of Interior Minister from the House

Senator Haji Mohammad Adeel
;gu.‘fd"/fz?_!r’f_a‘, (nd}.f LZU//KJ@T/;I% ol g LR :Jj,w}&lp/‘f:
Lep B ool P S B A1t B e e Gun el §d 8 S SIS Tt 0
s 4 o 5 e Ll background u.:?:IfégLJéb/“J;ufJf’!d}fo)u’?ugug
Luuf.:f/:;/;ugvé_u/fﬂ,ug.;gmgui'l"(f]ufuj/!’m:,é!_%dutgéuwfamendment
bty s S sz U b i U b TS I S e TR0t e g G

.ﬁ{(ﬁ.!ujﬂf)ﬁ/’;lgglz background uu’.fﬂ‘J”fbéuulu”f&i{,w(TILJIJ?‘UZIUuy/“"



il Ko Sl L s S U S 318 b AL AU S E U U
et Surie 2 vTE rouie 280l
(e 3L SN g1, )
duu“d’”!u’,’guﬂifu’w-aw!iu!/u‘{awf' f’uﬂfuruf‘j‘
uf,/@éﬂ?idbufﬂuﬁ-wfl’p&uLf‘/u:’.'?uug’47;/?uy5'¢u’argumentsz‘;j“t

SRS & TS T RN PUCTNRY 15 AV - NG 1. SN C Y

T2-6" Jan 14 Naeem Bhatti/ED: A. Rauf Khan 4:30 p.m.
B ST S RO
Senator Babar Khan Ghauri

Jall political parties/‘afﬂfaurf?w}”(Qg.!dﬁ' !dﬁ/’:%gtz:d}ul}/.g/‘;’f
iguuﬁ’iuﬂ/%!’gqjl?ulﬁ‘q_é%lz background s & 225 Ubs e[ 46 (U ‘c‘_d;vn..@i;‘
U e s Fpass i TIGS IBill Ut g =TS PR Sy R Ui e Ky
Jum}y u“pu/dLﬁngfwalt(l/,ffu/‘m(’ Jf,w,vgf”uju“wfw b
_gbL{C)/?/pI’OCGSSJ1JOJb/)/" lu‘cu”qmlﬁﬂﬁuju”

coole Bl gt At

Senator Haji Mohammad Adeel

Sar Sty f e B b8 K e e s 85 e LS s a2 e
U TIEE A e 15 G ST U 51T A9 & U U meetings o o 46
u’@uf”ug,funw.‘” U e ol f g e Hobmlg e Ho 2l 2ULLEUT Sl

3



UAN I LGl F P Fqdstlf SN olo s s S bl o S FSFE
he should o o §esdl Uiyl 3 U 25 LB o F1Se st L U Kyl T

resign,
otherwise he should be dismissed.
,guzlﬁﬁlf"u{:uﬁ/g‘ -
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar

%/f/%!gsentiment’%.lfv;g NI .,l:z‘d/&’ LNF L s) N5 Qb1 E
S U $* s basically Susf L7 = technical bl U .o (1716 erod o 2
and that is the u:/lz uﬁ‘g/giobjectsiwiqﬂ}} Billss > 5= r66Minister for Law
Ll.;l'fd/requestf Minister for Interior & Minister for Law Jbs requirement.
Leader of the Housed_ U1l uﬁ‘meetings:.L!iLterrorismueﬁq;fexplain
S« -7 explain c.!vfffrufrequest:.ul?Z.J“)/movedb,?‘ﬁ;dn Jrequest &
§— .= national matterd;%gtt:ufissueiwuf" e ol $F B S S
otk LY E 57y Ubscolo sk 2 Pl 2y U ole & ,.,L:Vl;u’? s#2y Ubsleadership
AU I S Ll ookl Sl blor F il e U &2y Upe iU Luzi
Yy
national o 5 uUs bk tF Gi = ool s e colo fu Bb UK 10 b
who is moving the < c6§Minister for Law - basicallysi_tissues Zimportance

# Minister for Interior & us Ubs Bill and who is supposed to explain the Bill.



outline§Bill 1.4 £ frequest s —obs &4!/3'5,?1/, Uz Wexplaind us13 Srequest

Lt

Mr. Chairman: Raja sahib, would you like that the Bill should be
ur bt S =L &5 T moved first
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(Interruption)
Mr. Chairman: So far the Bill has not been moved, how can we discuss

that? Leader of the Opposition.

Senator Aitzaz Ahsan
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Mr. Chairman: Chandio sahib, we are in process of legislation, if we

start discussing all these things which are not relevant to the legislation
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25 sthe House and the Leader of the Opposition, they should intimate me
What is the sense of the House, | will proceed accordingly, ?Z,Qf =l o
$19 Uss floor U2 5 7Tfl | can not refuse him.# £ L floor # — # otherwise

| have to give the floor. So decision ?ﬁfbﬂoor:@G/uLpﬁuﬁ’proceeding
should be taken by the Leader of the House and the Leader of the
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Senator Raja Muhammad Zafar-ul-Haq
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Now | give floor to Senator Moula Baksh

Chandio.

Senator Moula Baksh Chandio
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The Prime Minister of Pakistan.
(Continue ....T/3)

Senator Raja Muhammad Zafar-ul-Hagq: Sir, | would request
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Briefing by the Prime Minister (Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
on the background of the Bill to be Introduced in the Senate
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Mr. Chairman: Raja Zafar-ul-Haq sahib there has been an irregularity

in @ motion which was moved under Rule 263, because Rana Tanweer is not

member of the Senate. He could not move that.
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Motion Under Rule 263 Moved Senator Raja Muhammad Zafar-
ul-Haqg, Leader of the House to Dispense with the Rules
Regarding Question Hour
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Mr. Chairman, | beg to move that under Rule 263 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, the requirements of
Rule 41 of the said Rules regarding Question Hour be dispensed with.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved that under Rule 263 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, the requirements of
Rule 41 of the said Rules regarding Question Hour be dispensed with.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: We may now take up Item No.2A. Mr. Pervaiz Rashid
Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights may move the motion.

Senator Pervaiz Rashid: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, | wish to move that
under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Senate, 2012 that the requirements of Rule 120 of the said rules, be
dispensed with in order to take into consideration the Bill further to amend
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan [the Constitution
(Twenty First Amendment) Bill, 2015], as passed by the National Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Leader of the Opposition.

B bU2DF gt 7 g1

YRS

-%ajlg!unlzmgzDuf!uﬁ/’:%.,te:é/),,/?/ff
Mr. Chairman: We may now take up 2D. Mr. Pervaiz Rashid, Minister

for Law, Justice and Human Rights may move the motion.

Legislative Business
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Motion Under Rule 263 moved by Senator Pervaiz Rasheed,
Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights to dispense with the

rules in order to take into consideration of the Bill
Senator Pervaiz Rashid: | wish to move that under Rule 263 of the

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012 the
requirements of Rule 120 of the said Rules, be dispensed with in order to
take into consideration the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Army Act,
1952 [The Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill, 2015], as passed by the National
Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved that under Rule 263 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012 that the
requirements of Rule 120 of the said Rules, be dispensed with in order to
take into consideration the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Army Act 1952
[The Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill, 2015], as passed by the National
Assembly.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Item No.2E. Mr. Pervaiz Rashid Minister for Law,
Justice and Human Rights may move item No.2E.

The Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill, 2015

Senator Pervaiz Rashid: | wish to move that the Bill further to amend
the Pakistan Army Act 1952 [The Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill, 2015], as
passed by the National Assembly, be taken into consideration.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed? Not opposed. It has been moved that

the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Army Act 1952 [The Pakistan Army

14



(Amendment) Bill, 2015], as passed by the National Assembly, be taken into
consideration at once.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The Motion is carried unanimously. Second reading of
the Bill. Now we may now take up second reading of the Bill that is clause by
clause consideration of the Bill. ......

(Followed by TO5)
TO5-06JAN2015 5:00 P.M. FAHEEM/ ED Zafar Igbal

Mr. Chairman: Second reading of the Bill. We may now take up
second reading of the Bill, i.e., clause by clause consideration of the Bill. The
question is that Clauses 2 to 4 do form part of the Bill?

(The Motion was carried.)

Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 to 4 stand part of the Bill. We may now take
up Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title of the Bill. The question is that
Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title do stand part of the Bill?

(The Motion was carried.)

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Parvez Rashid, Minister for Law, Justice and Human
Rights may move item No.2(F).

Senator Pervaiz Rashid: | wish to move that the Bill further to amend
the Pakistan Army Act, 1952 [The Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill, 2015], be
passed.

Mr. Chairman: It has moved that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Army Act, 1952 [The Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill, 2015], be

passed.
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(The Motion was carried.)
Mr. Chairman: The Bill stands passed unanimously. We may now take
up Iltem No. 2(A). Mr. Pervaiz Rashid, Minister for Law, Justice and Human
Rights may move the motion.

Motion Moved by Senator Pervaiz Rashid, Minister for Law,
Justice and Human Rights to dispense with the rules in order to

consider the Constitution (Twenty First Amendment) Bill, 2015
Senator Pervaiz Rashid: | wish to move that under Rule 263 of the

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, the
requirement of Rule 120 of the said Rules, be dispensed with in order to
take into consideration the Bill further to amend the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Twenty First Amendment)
Bill, 2015], as passed by the National Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved that under Rule 263 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, the requirement of
Rule 120 of the said Rules, be dispensed with in order to take into
consideration the Bill further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Twenty First Amendment) Bill, 2015],
as passed by the National Assembly.

(The Motion was carried.)

Mr. Chairman: The Motion is carried. We may now take up Item
No.2(B). Mr. Pervaiz Rashid, Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights may
move the motion.

Senator Pervaiz Rashid: | wish to move that the Bill further to amend

the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution
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(Twenty First Amendment) Bill, 2015], as passed by the National Assembly,
be taken into consideration.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed? It has not been opposed. It has been
moved that the Bill further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan [The Constitution (Twenty First Amendment) Bill, 2015], as
passed by the National Assembly, be taken into consideration at once. All
those members who are in favour of the Motion may rise in their seats.
Count be made.

(Count was made)

Mr. Chairman: Members may take their seats. All those members who

are against the Motion may rise in their seats. Count be made.
(Count was made)

Mr. Chairman: 77 members have voted in favour of the Motion and
none against it. So the Motion is carried by the votes of not less than two
third of the total membership of the House.

(The Motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Second reading of the Bill. We may now take up
second reading of the Bill, i.e., clause by clause consideration of the Bill. The
question is that Clause 2 do form part of the Bill. All those members who are
in favour of Clause 2 may rise in their seats. Count be made.

(Count was made)

Mr. Chairman: Members may take their seats. All those members who

are against Clause 2 may rise in their seats.

(Count was made)
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Mr. Chairman: 77 members have voted in favour of Clause 2 and none
against it. So, the Motion is carried by votes of not less than two third of the
total membership of the House.

(The Motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 2, therefore, forms part of the Bill. Clause 3. The
guestion is that Clause 3 do form part of the Bill? All those members who
are in favour of Clause 3 may rise in their seats. Count be made.

(Count was made)

Mr. Chairman: Members may take their seats. All those members who

are against Clause 3 may rise in their seats. Count be made.
(The count was made)

Mr. Chairman: 78 members have voted in favour of Clause 3 and none
against it. So, the Motion is carried by votes of not less than two third of the
total membership of the House.

(The Motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: Clause 3, therefore, forms part of the Bill. Aitzaz sahib,
after the conclusion of this process would you like to speak?
(Followed by TO6)
TO6-06JAN2015 5:10 P.M. FAHEEM/ ED Mohsin Zaidi
Mr. Chairman: Clause 3, therefore, forms part of the Bill. Aitzaz sahib,

after the conclusion of this process would you like to speak?

you want the floor. s £ 67

L teWsel L process u‘!@u&pumiuf:u’lﬂ;?l/‘f:

18



Mr. Chairman: After that. OK. We may now take up Clause 1,
Preamble and the Title of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, Preamble
and the Title do stand part of the Bill? All those members who are in favour
of it may rise in their seats. Count be made.

(Count was made)

Mr. Chairman: Members may take their seats. All those members who

are against it may rise in their seats. Count be made.
(Count was made)

Mr. Chairman: 78 members have voted in favour of Clause 1,
Preamble and the Title of the Bill and none against it. So, the Motion is
carried by the votes of not less than two third of the total membership of
the House.

(The Motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, Preamble and the Title, therefore, forms part
of the Bill. Mr. Pervaiz Rashid, Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights
may move item No.2 (C).

Senator Pervaiz Rashid: | wish to move that the Bill further to amend
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution
(Twenty First Amendment) Bill, 2015], be passed.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill further to amend the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Twenty
First Amendment) Bill, 2015], be passed. As per rules the decision on the
Motion will be by the division. The procedure regarding voting by the

division is mentioned in 3™ Schedule of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
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of Business in the Senate, 2012. As per procedure the division bells will be
rung for two minutes to enable members not present in the Chamber to
return to their places; immediately after the bells stop ringing, all the
entrances to the Lobby will be locked and the Senate staff posted at each
entrance will not allow any entry or exit through these entrances until the
division has concluded.

| will then put the Motion before the House and the members who
are in favour of the Motion will move to the right and against it to the left
divide. According as they wish to vote, members will then proceed to the
“Ayes” or the “Noes” Lobby and there pass in a single file before the tellers.
On reaching the desk of the tellers each member will, in turn, call out the
division number which will be allotted to him for this purpose. The tellers
will then mark off this number on the division list simultaneously calling out
the name of the member.

In order to ensure that his vote has been properly recorded, the
member should not move off until he has clearly heard the teller thus call
out his name. The division number allotted to each member has been
communicated separately which is marked on the seat-card of each
member.

When the voting process will be completed in the division lobbies, the
teller will present division lists to the Secretary who will count the votes
recorded thereon and then present the total of the “Ayes” and “Noes” to
me. | will then announce the result of the House. The division will not be at

an end until the result is so announced. So, the division bells may be rung for
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two minutes to enable members present in the Chamber to return to their

places.
(Bells were rung for two minutes)
(Followed by TO7)
T07,08-06Jan15  ZAFAR/FANI Ed.Altaf

Mr. Chairman: | will now announce the result of the voting. 78
members are in favour of the motion regarding passage of the Bill and
against none.

(Desks thumping)

So the motion is carried by the votes not less than two thirds of the

total membership of the Senate and consequently the Bill stands passes.
(The Bill was passed)

Mr. Chairman: | give floor to Raza Rabbani.

Contd-T09
T09-06JAN2015---ASHFAQ/ED.ABDUR RAUF---5.40PM

Mr. Chairman: Yes, | give floor to Senator Mian Raza Rabbani.

Comments/facilitation speeches by members on the passage of
the Bill

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani
p& bt e P U esr N E Suntd U1 cole 2 oo Ul
i Tt §Sogertind ot o LS davote , B &e 1 s FERLTUE 46K
DL T e g A S F0K
ol B LIS ST A e
Senator Afrasiab Khattak
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Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi: Mr. Chairman, thank
you very much, fear knocked at my door, faith opened it, there was nobody
there, the only thing we have to fear as fear itself. Today, | extend heartiest
congratulation to the Government and to the people of Pakistan and all the
political parties on behalf of my leader Mr. Altaf Hussain, my party MQM
and my self. We have taken a bitter pill as Parliamentarians but we have
done it in the national interest and the nation now looks upon this
Government which is going to be the strongest government in the history of
Pakistan. It has the military courts, it has PPA, it has the Anti Terrorism Act, it

has the law of the land.
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government wayward, our government discussed, our government was

L Usicompletely inaction, they did not do anything, they were paralyzed.
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he deserves our appreciation and he /245 e =# 1.l < reconciliation.e

deserves full backing in this matter.

Mr. Prime Minister and his government, Mutehda Quami Movement
assures you that we will be with you in every step you take to destroy this
forces of evil, to destroy these monsters, the barbaric hoards who have
dared to attack the very essence of Pakistan, who have dared to attack the
great nation of Pakistan, who have dared to attack the brave people of
Pakistan. We will support you up to the last breath. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mir Hasal Khan Bezenjo.

Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Senator Syed Muzaffar Hussain Shah.
Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah

Senator Syed Muzaffar Hussain Shah: Sir, first of all | would like to
congratulate all the parliamentary leaders and the Prime Minister that in the
political history of Pakistan in the last 65 years we have not witnessed a
demonstration of such unity as we have seen in the last 15 to 20 days.
Political parties of the right, of the centre, of the left, they all came on one
platform for the simple reason that the concept of the “Chadar and
Chardewari” had been violated in Pakistan and the responsibility of an
independent and sovereign state to guarantee security to its citizens was
seriously threatened. Pakistan was in a state of insurgency, terrorism and its
territorial integrity was seriously threatened. In this background Pakistan’s
political parties by consensus evolved a National Action Plan. This National
Action Plan laid down the guidelines how to deal and cater the challenges of
terrorism in Pakistan and it was decided that it is expedient and necessary
and in order to tackle the problem of terrorism for a short period of two
years Military Courts would be established in Pakistan and that also with a
sunset clause that this would be applicable only for two years, both the
Constitutional Amendments and the Army Act of 1952. Sir, | think in
Pakistan’s political history this is a decisive moment. This is a moment where
the Prime Minister and Pakistan’s political leaders have risen to the

expectations of the people of Pakistan. In fact everybody was asking, please
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restore the sanctity of the “Chadar and Chardiwari” and the Constitution
that we talk about, the first principal of the Constitution of an independent
sovereign state was to provide security to its citizens both in terms of life
and property. For the last eight to ten years we have seen the sanctity of this
“Chadar” violated, our schools were bombed, our mosques were bombed,
our bazars were not safe, our children were butchered. In a state of war
what do you do? | think in these extraordinary circumstances you need to
take extraordinary measures. These two amendment bills, the 21°
Constitutional Amendment and the Amendment to the Army Act of 1952,
intend to address those issues. | think with Parliament behind the executive
authority of the Government, we will be able to achieve this objective
because for a long time we have not seen consensus and unity of the
decrees that we have been witnessing in Pakistan today. Especially after the
Peshawar carnage, everybody has been asking the Government to take the
initiative and therefore, | think sir, most of our colleagues have spoken here
that the Prime Minister has shown the vision of leadership. He has collected
Pakistan’s political and parliamentary leaders and has been able to evolve a
consensus and | think Mr. Nawaz Sharif needs to be congratulated upon that
consensus. We on our part sir, we will give him the fullest support with the
promise that he should continue to be in a position to carry Pakistan’s
political leadership with him and in a short span of two years, we hope that
these aspirations of the people of Pakistan will be achieved. Thank you sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed: (f/!u“’/w({
Sir, | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the entire

national political leadership and the military leadership of Pakistan, because

16™ of December was a major test.

,fu:‘?gﬁmd’fmeetingsmuf?dunJ{APCs,uf?/?:,;Qd}Q}jJ.,w‘écb,/é;di:ﬂ
| think the leadership has £ # (7 & sl 7 35 50V L ke £ ¥ S50 4SS
passed the test which was needed in this extraordinary situation demanded

by the crime against the humanity committed on 16" of December. Sir, 16"

of December, 1971 changed the geography of Pakistan as 16" of December,

s S sy K 63 89 91§ 1§ of Pakistan2014 changed the political direction

______ Uﬁt},ubﬂl{‘;u;}u uf&’u"

T12-06Jan2015  Rafagat Waheed/Ed: Mubashir 6:10 pm

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: (Continued) Mr. Chairman, this is
the most important crisis facing Pakistan since 1971 and the unity that has
been demonstrated, | think probably the first time after the 1973
Constitution was passed unanimously, | think both Houses of Parliament, all
the political and parliamentary leaders and the members deserve

congratulations.
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Mr. Chairman, | think we have nothing to be apologetic for and we
have nothing to be ashamed for. This is a red letter day because the most
important task of any government, any armed force and any parliament is to
preserve and protect the basic human rights. What is the basic human right?
It is right to life. The right to life was being threatened, even the future of
Pakistan was being threatened on 16" when children were indiscriminately
massacred by these terrorists. Now, this is the battle for the soul of Pakistan
to reclaim Quaid-e-Azam’s Pakistan. | would also like to say that we see a

very positive change.
u:’bfcfrljfc‘:—,&gd}.cg‘cfrgal:Lf].fbé%/)l&/;;./_,/.‘ﬁ‘c‘:.é/&gé_b.»uv@:?
Jqu}.qu"‘L‘u‘f’L military establishmentyk - healthy change <l ugs, &
e LIp LS U Lt S
Whether there was silly notion of strategic depth. Whether distinction
between good or bad, we have bid goodbye to that. | would like to

compliment General Raheel Sharif because he has been a transformational
leader of the Pakistan Army.
_éZ_fuJ}(cggéZ_zZ.zLdo moreu;’"‘u?%g;w}fcu}’wgfutqm}?
Now we have done it and you can see the international community is
immediately in line.
| am very happy that the khaki-sharif and mufti-sharif, both are on the
same page, whether it is General Sharif or Prime Minister Sharif. That is a
good thing for Pakistan because we need to be on the same page to lead

this country forward. Insha-Allah, the Parliament of Pakistan will be there to
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support all efforts of the Government. The Prime Minister today is not just
the Prime Minister of Pakistan in normal circumstances, | would say he is a
war-time Prime Minister now. As Winston Churchill said in 2™ World War,
what is the objective, failure is not an option, victory against the terrorists
and reclaiming Quaid-e-Azam’s Pakistan, insha-Allah, which we will. As
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah said, let it not be said that we did not
prove ourselves equal to the task. Today, the Parliament of Pakistan has
proven itself equal to the task together with the political and military
leadership. Thank you very much.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Leader of the Opposition.
Senator Aitzaz Ahsan

Senator Aitzaz Ahsan: Mr. Chairman, it is a difficult day for me to be
speaking in the House. | know the sentiments of members of my party who
sit around and behind me and the difficult choice they have had to make. |
will be brief because the honourable Prime Minister has to go to a meeting.

| must stand up and rise to point out that with myself, with 50 years of
having opposed militarization of Pakistan, it was in 1964 that | as a student
of Government College Lahore, for the first time, | protested against the
administration of General Ayub Khan and saw the inside and the wrong side
of the prison bars. This is fifty years. In Zia’s period, when military courts
abounded and multiplied, we valiantly resisted the draconian laws that they
practiced and the procedures that they undertook. Again on several
occasions, | was on the wrong side of the prison bars.

There were times when the heart was wrenched, when the earth

seemed to shake, when the heaven seemed to weep and move, that was for
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instance, on 27" of December, 2007. Then while still a prisoner, | saw my
leader being assassinated in a brutal fashion. | did not think then that
military courts were a solution. There was a day when fourty plus Hazara
women, lady doctors and nurses were blown up in a bus in Quetta. | did not
think the military courts were a solution. There was a day when in a meena
bazar, Peshawar, more than a hundred young and old girls and women were
blown up but | did not think that military courts would be an option. The
heart was wrenched, the earth shook, the heavens wept but | did not think
the military courts were an option. There were several other occasions when
such brutality was practiced but when one saw that for seven hours, one by
one young children, young kids with innocent but vacant eyes, were brought
to the gun, shot through the head, shot through pleading eyes, shot while
their mothers waited outside the walls, | thought the worst has come about
and probably, the worst is the answer.

When the proposal for military courts was put up before me, | had a
different perspective. | confess | had a different perspective. | confess that
the Aitzaz Ahsan of 50 years was morphed and changed, may be to the
worst. Many will say you lost your innocence, you lost your purity, you lost
the great values you have stood for but Mr. Chairman, | could look at the
draft law with a certain amount of accommodation and a certain amount of
satisfaction. My purpose thereafter, in helping the law was to narrow the
scope of the military courts, first of all. Narrow it as far as possible, narrow
the definition to a certain kind of terrorists, the Peshawar-mode, the Quetta-

mode, the meena bazar-mode, the Wahga Border-mode, that certain type
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of terrorists alone and none other accused of terror would go to a military
court. That was my first effort. | think in redefining the word “terror”, we
have succeeded, the Government and the Opposition, in narrowing the
definition of the terrorists.

The second was to assuage the fears and the apprehensions of people
like Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman and Mr. Siraj-ul-Haq, the President of Jamaat-
e-Islami who were concerned that political parties who are in the
democratic norm and fold, be not victimized under this Act. Hence, my
amendment in the explanation was approved and it was entered that in this
clause the expression “sect” means the sect of religion and does not include

any religious or political party regulated under the Political Parties Order,

2002.

My third concern was that the civil authority must not abdicate to the
Army.

(To be followed by T13)
T13-06JAN2015 FAZAL\Altaf 06:20

Senator Aitzaz Ahsan Cont.... My third concern was that the civil authority
must not abdicate to the Army. We have not allowed that the surrender to be
under the Pakistan Army Act, in the scheme of Court Martial, it is for the
Commanding Officer to determine and select the cases that will be presented
before Military Courts. We have made sure that in the further proviso, provided
further that no person accused of an offence following under sub-clause 3 or 4
shall be prosecuted without the prior sanction of the Federal Government. We

have eliminated the description of the Pakistan Army. It is wrong for anyone to say
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that Parliament has abdicated its discretion on the civilian authorities, have
abdicated their discretion to the Military Authority and to suggest that just
because General Raheel Sharif was sitting there, we buckled under, we did not and
we retain the discretion but these are terrible times. Mr. Chairman, these are
terrible times and the enemy can strike anywhere, Pakistan has 100 thousand or
more soft targets and the enemy has its own choosing of time and place.

Mr. Chairman, | stand here having voted and having persuaded my
partymen including my very distinguished colleague Mian Raza Rabbani to vote for
this Bill but today this day 2 years ago a young boy Aitzaz Hassan died bravely, a
little bit of me Aitzaz Ahsan has also died today. Thank you very much.

(Desk Thumping)
Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Prime Minister of Pakistan.

Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The questions, resolutions and motions
under Rule 218 notices of which were received for the current Session will
not lapse on prorogation of this Session and will be carried forward for the
next Session. | will now read out the prorogation order received from the
President. In the exercise of powers conferred by of Article 54(1) of the

Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, | hereby prorogue the Senate

. . . . h
Session on conclusion of its business on 6" January, 2015.

Sd/-
(Mr. Mamnoon Hussain)
President
Islamabad Republic of Pakistan

(The Session was then prorogued sine die.)
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