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PREFACE
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THE PARLIAMENT (JOINT SITTINGS)
RULES, 1973

CHAPTER1

PRELIMINARY

1. (1) These rules may be called the Parliament (Joint Sittings)
Rules, 1973,

2)
2. (1)

@

(b)

()

(d)

(€
®

(2)

(b)

(M)

They shall come into force at once.
In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-
“Assembly” means the National Assembly;

“Committee” means a Committee constituted under
these rules;

“Constitution” means the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan;

“Deputy Speaker” means the Deputy Speaker of the
Assembly;

“Government” means the Federal Government;

“member”’ means a member of the Assembly or the
Senate;

“Member-in-Charge” means, in the case of a
Government Bill, any Minister acting on behalf of the
Government and, in the case of a private member’s
Bill, the member who has introduced it or any other
member authorized by him in writing to be in charge
of the Bill in his absence;

“Minister” means the Prime Minister, a Federal
Minister or a Minister of State;

“Motion” means a proposal made by a member
relating to any matter which may be discussed by the
joint sitting and includes an amendment;

Short Title
and

commence-
ment.

Definitions.
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() “Orders of the Day” means the list of business to be
brought, before the joint sitting for consideration and
decision on any day;

(k) “Resolution” means a motion for the purpose of
discussing and expressing an opinion on a matter
specified in the Constitution;

() “Secretary” means the Secretary to the Assembly and
includes any person for the time being performing the
duties of the Secretary;

(m) “Session” means the period commencing on the day
of the first meeting of the joint sitting after having
been summoned and ending on the day the joint sitting
is prorogued; and

(n) “Table” means the Table of the joint sitting; and
includes the Library of the Assembly.

(2) Words and expressions used but not defined in these
rules shall, unless the context otherwise requires, have the
meanings assigned to them in the Constitution.
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CHAPTER 11
SUMMONING, PROROGATION, QUORUM, ETC.

3. (1) When a joint sitting is summoned by the President
under clause (1) of Article 54, or clause (7) of Article 232, or by
the Speaker under clause (3) of Article 41 read with paragraph II
of the Second Schedule to the Constitution or under clause (5) of
Article 47, the Secretary shall cause a notification to be published
in the official Gazette stating the date, time and place of the
meeting and shall, as far as practicable, also cause to be issued to
each member a notice intimating these particulars.

(2) Publication of the notification under sub-rule (1) and
its announcement over the radio shall be deemed to be sufficient
notice of the meeting to the members.

(3) When the joint sitting is prorogued, the Secretary shall
cause a notification to that effect to be published in the official
Gazette.

4. The Speaker shall determine when a joint sitting shall be
adjourned sine die or to a particular day, or to an hour of the same
day:

Provided that the Speaker may, if he thinks fit, call a joint
sitting before the date or time to which it has been adjourned or
at any time after the joint sitting has been adjourned sine die.

5. The quorum for a joint sitting shall be one-fourth of the
total membership of the two Houses.

*[5A. (1) When both the Houses assemble together for
the purpose of the Address of the President under clause (3) of
Article 56, the proceedings shall be conducted and controlled by
the President in such manner as he may deem fit and, without
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provision, the
President shall for that purpose have all the powers vested in the
Speaker under these rules.

(2) The Address of the President shall, amongst
other things, contain a statement of the causes of the two Houses
being summoned.]

* Inserted by S.R.0. 255(1)/85, dated 18-03-1985.
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