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The Chairman Committee then considered the Point of Public Importance, 

raised by Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen regarding "Circuit Benches of Balochistan 
High Court", in Senate sitting held on 7th October, 2022. Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen 

briefed the Committee that under the notification dated 13th November, 2022, by the Government 
ofBalochistan, two (2) new Benches of High Court ofBalochistan at Khuzdar and Loralai, were 
established, and alongwith already existed Benches at Sibbi and Turbat. But these benches are not 
functioning regularly since long despite appointment of number of Balochistan High Court Judges 
by filling vacancies at Balochistan High Court almost to the full strength recently. However, the 
government did not operationalize the said Benches in this regard. Members from Pakistan Bar 
Council, Balochistan Bar Council, Quetta Bar Association and other bar office holders presented 

their case, and it was informed that although the provinces of Punjab, KPK and Sindh had 
permanent Benches of High Courts in various cities as specified in the Constitution which are 

working on regular basis,. yet the additional Benches are not operating on regular basis in 
Balochistan. Th�y further informed that the matter has been raised at various forums but they failed 
to yield any result in operationalizing the Benches on regular basis so far. They further informed 

. the Committee that Balochistan is a large province and litigants has to travel thousand kilometers 

: to come to Quetta to for their litigation which is a time consuming which many cannot afford. 
They concluded their briefing that the Benches play an important role for enforcement for 
fundamental right and since Government of Balochistan is providing additional funding for 
operationalizing of benches and development of Infrastructure for the Benches, therefore, 

regularizing these benches should not be a prnblem. Chairman Committee noted with concern that 
since the Benches in Balochistan had been spe�ified in the Constitution, it is the constitutional 

· duty of the Government in the Province and it is a matter of enforcement of fundamental rights
that those Benches has to be made operational. Minister for Law & Justice showed its serious
concern and informed that the question of functionality of such benches shall be addressed by the

· Provincial government under Article 198( 4) of the constitution that delegates such powers to the
Federal Cabinet to decide upon such matter. He further assured that though his good office he will

take up the· matter with the relevant quarter for regular functioning of the High Court Benches in
Balochistan. After due deliberation, it was unanimously agreed by the Committee to recommend
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