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WIIERFIAS. it is necessarl,that such dispute resolution reginre should be

coruprehensive and flexible encompassing a full range of dispute resolution
rnethods. cooperation and assistance 1}om the relevant govemurent bodics as

rvell as consistent u,ith internationalll'accepted starrdards: and that such a regirne
should be equipped with in exclusive supen,isory and enforcement jurisdiction
zLnd a strearnlined procedure to cany out the purposes of this Act:

A\D WI{EREAS. it is necessar}' to constitute a trade dispute resolution
courrnission to perform and execute the functions outlined in this Act vi,ith the
possibilitl' of performing the same functions with regard to domestic tradc
disputes in the future, as may be prescribed at a later time.

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

PART-I
Inlroduction and Scope

l. Short title, extent and commencement.- (l) This Act shall be

called tlre Trade Dispute Resolution Act.2022.

(2) It shall extend to the rvhole of Pakistan.

(3) This Act shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.- In this Act, unless there is any{hing repugnarrt in the
subject or context.-

( I ) "arbitration" means any arbitration pursuant to scction 48:

(2) "arbitration agreement" means an agreernent made bv partie's to
submit to arbitration pursuant to section 48 in all or certain
disputes which have arisen or nra) arise between thern in respect of
a defined legal relationship u'hether contractual or not;

(3) "arbitrator" means a sole arbitrator or a panel of arbitrators:

(4) "black-listed partv" rreans a partv u,hich does not cornplr, u'ith
the findings of TDRC given irr its Final Detennination and bcin-q

declared black-listed bv 1he Commission throush au order:

(5) "commercial bench" nreans a conrnrercial bench of the Fligh
Court as constituted prrrsuanl to section 5l or crtherr+ ise iu

existence;

(6) "Commission" or t'Tl)RC" rreans the 'frade Dispute Resolutior;
Conrmission coustiluted undcr this Act:
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(1) "complaint" means an application filed b1.' a party rvith the
Comrnission for the resolution of a trade dispute;

(8) "conciliation" rneans a process, whether refered to by the
expression conciliation. mediation or an expression of siniilar
irnport- u'herebl'parties request a third persoll or persons to assist
them in their atlempt to reach an amicable settlement of their
dispute arising ou1 of or relating to a contractual or other legal
relationship. The conciliator does not have the authority to impose
upon the parties a solution to the dispute;

(9) "conciliator'" rneans a sole conciliator or two or more conciliators
as the case rnay be;

(10) "costs of arbitration" means the cost of arbitration including, but
not limited to, the fees and experlses of the arbitrator, the legal and

other expenses of parties and any other expenses related to the
arbitration;

(11)

( t2)

"Chairman" r.neans the Chairman of the Commission;

"dispute" includes any trade dispute as defined wider section 3(2)
of the Act;

(13) "division concerned" rneans the division to which business of this
Act stands allocated:

( l4) "e-commerce" means electronic comrnerce and is understood to
r.nean the production, distribution. marketing, sale or delivery of
goods and services by electronic means:

(15) "export" is as defined in the Imports and Exports (Control) Act;
1950 (Act No. XXXIX of 1950);

(16) "expert" lneans a person appointed by the Commission under

section 18(2) of the Actl

(17) "linal determination" has the meaning set out in section 35 of the
Act;

( l8) "freeze" includes anv attachment, sealing, prohibiting, holding,
controllinq or rnanaging of any propefty either through a receiver
or otherwise add in case it is deemed necessary the disposal thereof
by sale or through auction:
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( l9) "goods" includes u,ithout lirnitation arlv tradable i1enr. ra\\i

material, product or byproduct rvhich is sold for consideraliort artd

has an actual or potential customs classification:

(20) "guidelines".rnean the Guidelines as ma)' be prescribed by the

Cornrnission from time to time.

(21)

(22)

*ICC" means the Intemational Chamber of Commerce:

"interim determination" means the interirn determination issued

under section 36:

(23) "import" shall have the same meaning as assigned thereto in the
irnports and Exporls (Control) Act. 1950 (Act No. X)LXIX of 1950)

(24) "judge" unless otherwise provided, meais a judicial member of a

conrmercial bench;

(25) "judgment" means any decisiou on the merits given by a court,
whatever it nray be called, including a decree or order, and a

detennination of costs or expenses by the court, and including
interim measures of protection:

(26) "list of black-listed parties" mearls a list of black-listed parties
maintained by TDRC as provided in section 53;

(27) "member" means a mernber of the Cornmission and includes the
Chairman:

(28) "New York Convention" mearls the Convention on the
Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Arvards si.ened at
New York on lOth June 1958 as implemented into the lau,of
Pakistan by the Recognition and Enforcenrent (Arbitration
Agreements and Foreign Arbitral Awards) Act, 2011 (Act No.
XVII of 20ll), and any amendntent. modification or rc-enactnlent
of the same;

(29) "party" or '(parties" includes any person directly related to a

trade dispute;

(:10) "person" includes, in case of a cortrpany or body corporate, the

sporlsors, chairman. chief executit'e, rnanaging director by
rvhatever name called and 'guarantors of the corrpanl" or body
corporate and in the case of any firrn. partnership or sole

proprietorship the paftners. proprietor or any persol'l lraving any
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intcrest in tlre said finr. partnership or proprictorship concern or
direction or control thereof:

(3 l) "prescribed" r'neans pre scribcd b1 rules or regulations made under
this Act:

(32) "propertl'" lreans anv or ail rnovable and irnmovable properties
situated rvithin or outside Pakistan:

(33) "regional conciliation committee" lneans a comrnittee constituted
under section 43:

"rcgulations" rneans tlie regulations made under this Act:

"rules" nleans the rules made under this Act:

(3 8)

"sccretan," lneans the secretary appointed under section 27:

"sen'iccs" uleans. rvithout limitation. a service of rvhatcver type or
auy description whether industrial. trade. professional or otherwise;

"trade bodl"' nleans any errtit;- registered for the purpose of
managing trading matters or reeistered under the Trade

Or-s,anizations Act. 201 3 (ll of 2013);

(39) "trade dispute" has the meaning set out in sub-section 2 of
section 3;

(40) 6'U\CITRAL" nreans the United Nations Cornmission on

Internatiortal Trade Larv:

(41) "UNCITRAL Conciliation Rulcs" means the Corrciliation Rules

adopted b1' the Gcneral Assernbll, of the United Nations through
Resolution 35/52 on the 4th December. 1980. as amended frotn
time to time:

(42) *LINCTAD" means the United Nations Conference on -['rade 
and

Developrlent:

(43) "rvcbsite" r.neans thc ucbsitc officiallv nraintained b-v TDRC:

(4-1) "WIPO" nreans the \\iorld Intellectual Properq,'Organization: and

(45) "!l/TO" rneans thc World -l'rade 
Orgartization

3. Scope of application.-(l)'fhe po\lers conferred bl,this Act rnav
be e.rercised in relation to an)- trade dispure as defined in sub-sectiorr (2).

(34)

(3s)

(3 g)

(3 7)
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(2) For the purposes o1'this Act. a trade dispute n.lcans any'dispute or
cornplaint coucerning, relating to or arising orrt of the export and imporl of
soods and scrviccs- includirrg disputes arising with the carrier of the goods.

e\por1 and impoft through e-conlmerce. conducted rvholl;- or pamiall)' in or
crtheru'ise connectcd with the territory of Pakistan.

(i) Any of the provisions in this Act mav alsb be applied by agreenrenl
o{'all partics to an),exisLing or future trade dispLrte u'ithout an;- restriction as to
tcn'i1on,.

(-1) 'fhe provisions of this Act shall have effect notrvithstandirrg
anvtlting contained in any other larv for the time being in forcc.

,1. \on-inten'ention.- Not'uvithstanding anl,thing contained in any
otlrer larv for the tirne being in force in mafters govcmed by this Act, no coufi or
tribunal ura1, intervene except in the manner as provided b1'tlris Act.

.PART-II

The Trade Dispute Resolutitttr Comntissiott (TDRC)

5. Constitution of the Commission.- (l) The Federal Governrnent
shall. by notification in the official Gazette. establish a Cornnrission to be called
thc 

-frade Dispute Resolution Commission.

(2) l-he Commission shall be a bodl, corporaLe rvith pcrpctual
succession and cornrnon seal. and rnay' sue and be sued in its olvn name and.
subject to and for the purpose of this Act. rnal' cnter into contracts and ma1'

zicquire. purchase. take, hold and enjoy nroveable and imrnoveable properry'o1-
ele rv description and nrav con\/c-v. assign. surrender. f ield up. charge. moftgage.
ccnrise, reassign. tlansfer or otherwise dispose of or deal u,ith an)'moveable or
iitrrroveable propc-rty or any interest vested in it. lrpon such temrs as it dcems fit.

6. Head office.- The head office of thc Commission shall be at

lslarnabad and the Comrnissiorl rnay establish and close dou'n offices at sucl't

othcr places in Pakistan as il considers ltecr: ssary, subject to the approval of the

dir i:;ion conccmed.

7 . Exclusive jurisdiction of thc Commission.- ( 1) Within Pakistan-

the ('onrurissiou as constituted under this Act shall have exclusivc jurisdiction

orer all rnatters uith respect to this Act. including all issucs concerning its
interprctation and application.

(2) \\'[rere parlics ltavc agreed lhal disputes betrveen them in respect of
a lelrned leg,al relationship. s,hcther contractual clr not. shall be refen-ed to the
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Conrurission under this Act, thcn suclt disputes shall be settled in accordance
u ith the provisions of this Act.

8. Composition of thc Commission.- (I) The Commissiou.
constituled under sub-section ( l) oI section 5. shalt consist of five members to be

appointed by the Federal Governutent.

(2) Federal Covernrnent rnal. by- notification in the official Gezttte,
increase or decrease the number of mernbers. fi-orn time to time. as it nray

consider airpropriate.

(3) The division concerned shall. frour arnongst the Mernbers of the
Cornmission, appoint the Chainnan.

(4) No act or proceeding of the Cor-nmission shall be invalid by, reason
of absence of a member or existence of any vacancy amol.lg its members or
defect in constitution thereof.

9 . Qualification and eligibility of the Comm ission.- ( I ) No person
siralI bc appointed as meruber unless he--

(a) is a citizen of Pakistan:

(b) is holder of master's degree ol sixteen years of education in
international trade, economics, accountancy, tariffs and trade.
international cornrnerce, business lau, and colnmercial law or any
trade related field:

(c) have at least trventv years of professional rvork experience in
international trade. econourics. accountancy, tariflt and trade,
international comrnerce, business larv and comurercial lau, or anv
trade related f ield: and

(d) is not less than forty-five vears of age and not exceeding six[,-trvo
1'ears of age a1 the tirne of enrployrnent.

(2) Members be chosen froln both the public and private sectors.
whereby a minimum of tu,o rnembers shall be selected from the pri\,ate sector
and a rnirtirnurn of three members shall bc selected from the public sector
inc[uding retired Governlnent ser.r,ants or in-seruice officcrs.

(3) l;very urenrber shall be ernplol'ed with the Comrnission on lull
tirne basis.

10. Disqualification.-- (l) No pL.rson shall bc appointed or continue
as nrerrber or an enrplovee olthe Comrnission. if such pcrson-
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has been conr icted o1'an ofl'e nce involving rnoral turpilude: or

has been or is adjudged insolr,ent: or

is incapable of dischargirrg his duties bv reason of ph;"sical.
psy'chological or rnental unfltness and has been declared so bv a

registered nredical practitioner appointed by the division
concerned: or

(d) fails to disclose anv conllict of intercst or fails to do sc'r vvithin the
due time reasonable provided for such disclosure b1, or under this
Act or an1' rules. regulations or guidclines prescribed Il'om time to
tinre; or

(e) is guilry of misconduct: or

(0 ceases to be citizen of Pakistan

I I . Chairman.- ( I ) The Cltairman shall be the chief e.recutive of the
(lornmission and shall he responsible. alorrg rvith tlre nrenrbers of the
Cornmission, for the swift execution o1' all lunctions aud aflairs of the
(lornmission.

(2) The Chairrnan rnay, by general or speciaI order in rvriting, subject
1o such lirnitations. restrictions or conditions as may be specified lherein.
delegate all or an1, of his powers and functior-rs to any member or the secretary'.

irrcluding the porvers delegated to him under section 26.

12. Acting Chairman.- At any time rvhen the position of the

Chairman is vacant. or the Chairrnan is unable to perfonn his tirnctions due to

auv cause, the div'ision concerned shall appoint anl,rnernber of the Cornrnissiott
to be acting Chainnan of the Corrntissiou until the appointrnent or return of a

Clrairrnan orr regular basis.

13. Term of office.- ( I ) l'he Cltairman and tnettrbers of thc

Cornurissiorr shall be appointed for a tenn of tht-ee vears otr suclt salary. tenns

and conditions of sen,ice as rna!' bc prescribed by rules bttt ttot be less than the

MP-l scale of the Governrnent. l'he tenure of cmplol'rncnt rvill lre extendable for

anothcr threc years on satisfactoty perforrnallcc or if necessarl--subject to the

approval of the division concerned.

(2) 1'he Chairman and rnembcrs shall be cligible for re-appointnlenl

for such term or tems but shall cease to hold ofllce on attairrirtg thc ase of sixty-

five r,ears or the expir-v of the term. rvhichever is eallicr.

(a)

(b)

(c)



P^m U THE CAZETTE O

14. Removal of members.- (1) Subject to sub-section (2). the
appointrnent of any mernber or the Chairrnan may. at any time. be revoked and

he may be removed from his office in prescribed lnanner if it is found that such
person has become disqualified under sub-section (1) of section 10.

(2) Unless a disqualification referred to in sub-section (1) arises from
the judgmeut or order of a courl or tribunal of competent jurisdiction under any
relevant provision of applicable law. a member or the Chairman shall not be

removed or his appointrnent shall not be revoked without an enquiry by an

impartial person or body of persons constituted in accordance with such
procedure as may be prescribed by rules and after providing a reasonable
opportuniry to the nrember or the Chainnan to be heard in defense.

(3) A rnember or the Chairman may resign frorn his office at any time
by notice in w'riting addressed to the division concerned.

(a) A vacancy in the Cornmission caused by the death, resignation or
removal of any, member or the Chainnan shall be filled within thirty days of the
occurrence of such vacancv.

15. Trade Dispute Resolution Fund.- (l) There shall be established

a non-lapsable fund to be knorvn as the Trade Dispute Resolution Fund which
shall vest in the Cornmission, and shall be utilized by the Commission, as may
be necessary, for the purposc of carrying out its functions under this Act and for
the welfare of the employees of the Commission.

(2) The Fund shall consist of--

(a) five hundred niillion Rupees as initial seed money by division
concerned:

(b) 1'early budgetary allocations or grants by the division concerned;

(c) aid and donations from national or international agencies with the
approval of the division concerned;

(d)

(e)

(0

revenue earned from the levy ofcharges, fees, penalties, etc;

incoure and profits derived from investments;

all other sums which may in any manner become payable to or
vested in the Commission: and

(g) any fees or charses that the Comnrission may charge from other
regulatorl, agencies for expertise rendered in a particular field.
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(3) The Commission ma1, levy such charges or fees for serr,'ices and

facilities as may be prescribed from tirne to tirne.

(4) The Comrnission may subject to thc Public Finance Managernent
Act,20l9 open and maintain accounts. in local and foreign currency. in any

scheduled bank in Pakistan.

16. Accounts and audit.- (l) The Commission shall cause proper
accounts to be kept and, as soon as. practicable after the end of each financial
year, shall cause to .be prepared for that financial year a statement of accounts
which shall include a balance sheet and an account of income and expenditure.

(2) Within sixty days after the end of each financial year, the
Commission's annual financial statements shall be audited by the Auditor-
General of Pakistan or by a finn of chartered accountants nominated by the
Auditor-General of Pakistan.

(3) The auditors shall make a repoft to the Commission upon the
balance sheet and accounts and in such repoft they shall state whether in their
opinion the balance sheet is a full and fair balance sheet containing all necessary

pafticulars and properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct vierv of the
affairs of the Cornmission and, in case they have called for any explanation or
information from the Commission, whether it has been given and whether it is

satisfactory.

17. Annual report.- Within ninety days fi'om the end of each

f-inancial year. the Commission shall submit to the divisiorl concerned an annual
rcp()ft of its work and activities including all reports on negotiations, referrals,
dctcrrninations, advocacies conducted, training and policy recomrnendations.

18. Appointments by Commission.- (l) 1-he Comrnission ma1,

altpoint such officers. officials, advisers and consultants. etc. as it considers

nece)ssar)' to exercise such powers and perfonn such tunctions as may be

prescribed by the Comrnission.

(2) The Commission may from tinrc to time. by notification in the

olficial Cazette on such eligibility criteria. nrethod of appointlnent and on suclt

tcnns and conditions as lnay be prescrtibed bl regulations, appoint nvo experts

for rl.re purposes of resolving any dispute rvhich required the appointrnent o1-such

erpefts if so required by the Commission.

(3) The Cornmission may. by notification in the official Gazette, make

regutations in respect of the terms and conditions of service of its employees,

officers, officials, advisers and consultanls.
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19. Meetings of Commission.- (l) Subject to this section, the
Chaimran rnav con\/ene such meetings of the Cornmission at such times and

places as he considers necessary forthe efficient performance of the functions of
tlre Cornmissiorr.

(2) The Chairrnan shall preside at every meeting of the Cornmissiorr
and irr the absence of Chaiunan, nternbers present rnay elect among themselves a

rnember to preside at the rneeting.

(3) At any meeting of the Commission, the quorum shall be fifty
percent of the members present and a fraction shall be rounded as one.

(4) All questions arising at any meeting of the Commission shall be

determined by a majority of votes of the rnembers present and voting.

(5) In the event of an equality of votes, the Chairman or member
presiding shall have a castiug vote.

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Act. the Chairman may give
directions regarding the procedure to be follou,ed at or in connection with any
meeting of the Comrnission.

20. l)isclosure of interest by members.- ( 1 ) For the purpose of this
and tl-re next follorvirr*e section, a person shall be deemed to have an interest in a
rnatter if he has any interest. pecuniary or otherwise, in such matter which could
reasonably be regarded as giving rise to a conflict betrveen his duty to honestly
perfonn his functions under this Act and such interest, so that his ability to
consider and decide an1' question iurpartially or to give any advice without bias,
lna),reasonably be regarded as irnpaircd.

(2) A rnember having any interest in any matter to be discussed or
decided by the Commission shall, prior to any discussion of the matter, disclose
in rvriting to the Comrnission the fact of his irrterest and the nature thereof.

(3) A disclosure of interest under sub-section (2) shall be recorded in
the-minutes of the Cornmissiorr. prior to any discussion of, or decision on, the
rnatter and. after the disclosure, the rnember-

(a) shall not, save in the cases provided in sub-sections (4) to (6), take
pam nor be present in any deliberation or decision of the
Commission, and

(b) shall be disregarded for the purpose of constitution of a quorum of
the Cornmissiorr.

(4) If a rnembcr is not the Chairman and the Chairman becomes aware
that a rnenrber has a conflict of interest. the Chairman shall.-
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(a) if he considers that the member should not take patt. or contittue to

take part, as the case may require, in determining the mafter. direct
the nrember accordingly; or

(b) in any other case, cause the mernber's interest to be disclosed to
the persons concerned in the matter including an)' pefson u'hose

application is pending decision or adjudication by the Comtnissiort.
the member in respect of rvhonr a direction has been given under

clause (a) shall comply rvith the direction.

(5) If the member is the Chainnan. he shall disclose his interestto the
pcrsorls concerned in the matter including any person whose application is
pending decision or adjudication by the Commission.

(6) Subject to sub-section (4), the Chairman or the nrember rvho has

any interest in any matter referred to in this section shall not take part. or
continue to take paft, as the case may require. in determining the matter unless
ever)'one concerned cousents to the Chairman or, as the case ma1, be. the
member so taking part.

21. Conflict of interest by staff of Commission.- (l) Where a

person who, in the course of--

(a) performing a function, or exercising a porver, as an officer of the
Commission;

(b) performing functions or seruice as an employee; or

(c) performing a functiou or services in any capacity by way, to
assisting or advising the Comrnission. or any officer of the
Commission, is required to consider a matter in which he has an

interest,

such person shall forthwith give to the Cornmission a u,riffen notice stating that
he is required to consider the matter and has an interest in it and setting out
particulars of the irrterest.

(2) 'l'he person ref-erred to in sub-scction (l) shall also declare his

interest in accordance with the said sub-section rvltenever it is necessary to avoid
the ctrnfl ict ol' interest.

22- Ollicers and employees, etc., to be public 5srvsn15.- 'fhs

Chairrnan, mernbers and employees of the Cornmission authorized to perfonn
any ftrnction or exercise any po\ er under tlris Act shall be deemed to be public
servants within the meaning of section 2l of the Pakistau Penal Code (Act Xl-V
of I 860).
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23.
Cornmission
namely:-

PART-III

Furrcliotts and po*,ers of the Conmtission

Functions of the Commission.- (l) Subject to this Act, the
shall be responsiblc ft)r pertbrmance of following functions.

(a) initiation of proceedings in relation to trade disputes that may arise
betrveen parlies and make orders and determinations in such
lnanner and fonn as may be prescribed;

(b) provision of a comprehensive reginre for the swift and effective
resolution of disputes relating to the intemational trade in goods
and services, including-

(i) provision and facilitation of a forum for ne-qotiations, refenal
and allocation system. as provided in this Act, to allow and
facilitate local and foreign importers and expolters access to a
range of mechanisms;

the issuance of final deterrnination by the Commission itselfl

conciliation in accordance rvith LNClTRAL Conciliation
Rules;

(iv) arbitration in accordance with the Arbitration Act, 1940. (Act
No.X of 1940) as amended from tirne to time;

(v) resolution of a trade dispute by a commercial bench of the

t{igh Couft in accordance rvith PaTI VIII of this Act; and

(vi) other co-operation and assistance by the Conrrnission or
representative offices. embassies and missions abroad or
otherrr'ise.

(c) rendering advice to parlies in relation to any proposed action to be

takcn by such parties and ensuring that such actious are coherent
and consistent w'ith the provisions of this Act. rules, regulations or
guidelines made hcreunder,

(d) monitoring of the conduct of dispute resolution mechanisms and
intervention in the event of delay;

(e) maintainin-q the highest standards of integrity amongst all
rnediators, conciliators and arbitrators;

(ii)

(iii)
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(0 establishing and promoting arbitration and alternative dispute
resoIution institutions u'ithin Pakistan: and

(g) maintaining a collated database of all the charnbers of commerce in
the country as rvell as of the trade bodies and regiptering any
disputes that have been filed rvith these trade bodies.

(2) l'he Cornmission shall promote fair trade through advocacl, rvhich,
arnong others. shall include-

(a) rcviewing existing trade policv framework in relation to strategic
policies that are being implernented at a state level and rnaking
such beneficial recomrnendations to the division concerned,

(b) to engage in capaci6.--building. training and consultation seruices
for the development and promotion of international standards and

best practices in international trade, dispute resolutiou and all
rnafters incidental thereto.

The Commission shall endeavor to train conrmercial counselors
and cornmunity rvelfare attaches deputed abroad so that the1,' are

equipped to handle disputes or any matters related thereto whose
perfonnance shall be rnonitored and evaluated from time to tirne;

(c) holding seminars and u,orkshops addressing the trade dispute
issues in Pakistan and harvesting an enlironment of open debate on
re gulating commercial behavior of stakeholdcrs, which rvill
improl'e the trade relationships rvith other countries: and

(d) ensuring that the Commission's website shall post infonnation
pertaining to all sessions and workshops. rules. regulations and an1

-euidelirres that the Commission rnay issue for the benefit of the
public at large.

(3) Subject to this Act, tlte Commission shall take all Irrcasures

rlecessary--

(a) to facilitate and enhance international trade involving local and

. [orcigrt entitiesl

(b) to bridge the trust deficit between local and foreign businessnren

through providing patties a forum for an effective and efficient
dispute resolution mechanism:

(c) to improve the international standing and reputation of Pakistarl in

matters of trade, as a reliable trading destinatiorr:
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(d) to further develop and harrress a mutually beneficial trade
relationship betw'een TDRC and its counterpa(s arrd in other
countriesl and

(e) to ensure tliat any disputes that nray arise betrveen pafties are

resolved in such rnanner and fonn as may' be prescribed from tirne
to tirne.

24. Power to acquire information.- (l) The Comrnission slrall have

the power, on its orvn rnotion. to solicit or call upon any information in relation
to any proceedings at hand, forthe purposes ofexecuting its functions, from any
ministry, division. Federal or Provincial department, trade body, private or
public entity, etc.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other la'uv

for the time being in force. any confidential information obtained or received,
directly or indirectly, by the Comrnission pursuant to or in connection with any'
proceedings before it, shall not be subject to disclosure to anv rninistry,.
department. division, agencv or on direction of the division concern, without the
prior consent of the party subrnitting such infonnation,

(3) Except as otherwise provided by this Act, or any law in force, or
order of the court, the Cornmissiotr, shall give access to information to parties. irr

suclr manner and form as may be prescribed.

25. Porver of the Commission as civil court.- ( 1) For the purpose of
performing its functions under this Act and the rules made there-under, the
Commission shall have the same powers as vested in a civil court under the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908), w'ith respect to the follou,ing
matters, namely:-

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any rvitness and

examining him on oath:

(b) enforcing the supply of any docurnent or instrument, either in hard
copy or electronic format;

(c) requisitioning any document or instrument rvhich is available in the
public record from any court or oflice; and

(d) accepting evidence on aff(davits

(2) Any proceeding before the. Commission shall be deemed to be a
judicial proceeding within the meaning of sections 193 and 228 of the Pakistan
Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) and the Comrnission shall be deemed to be a
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rl-ivil Court for the purposes of section 195 and Chapter:XXXV of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of I 898).

26. Delegation of pou'ers.- The Comrnission rnay. by general or
special order in rvriting subject to such limitations, restrictiolrs or Conditions as

rnay be specified therein. delegate all or any of its powers and functions to one
or nlore of its members or one or more of the officers. ernploy'ees, expefts,
consultants or agents of the Commission and the Commission may at an1' time
revoke such authority at its own discretion:

Provided that porvers conferred under sections 60, 61 and 62 shall not
be' delegated under this section.

27. Administration and secretariat of the Commission.- (l) The
trade dispute resolution organization (TDRO) shall be the secretariat of the
Commission and the executive director general TDRO shall be ex-officio
secretar) of the Cornrnission.

(2) The secretary to the Comrnission shall-

(a) hold in custody, at all material time, the records and seal of the
Commission;

(b) ensure the timely payment of salaries and allorvances of officers,
expefts, consultants and employees of the Commissionl

(c) propose budget estimates to the Cornrnission and take such actions

, to ensure that the Commission is satislled with the same;

(d) receive applications filed by pafties and ensure that the same

are presented to the Commission lor review, in a tinrely rnanner;
and

(e) perfonn all other functions and duties as may be prescribed, from
time to time.

PART-IV

Re.ferral, Allocatiort and Proccedings for Dispute Resolutiotr

28. Referral of trade disputes to the Commission.- (1) Any trade

dispute-

(a) withirr the scope of application of this Act as set out in section 3:

and
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(b) involving claims of not less than the minimum value, in cash or
kind, as prescribed frorn time to time in the rules, may be referred
to the Commission by any parry or parties, to the dispute, in
accordance rvith section 29. for resolution under this Act.

(2) Where a party to the dispute is located outside Pakistan, it may
make a referral pursuant to sub-section (l) to the Pakistan embassy,or nrission,
abroad, which shall be empowered to collect all relevant documentation and
facilitate the party in filing the dispute with the Cornrnission.

(3) The Commission shall be entitled to refuse any referral, if-

(a) any requirements of this Act have not been satisfied;

(b) the existence of cornpeting proceedings elsewhere, or the
availability of a competent forum elsewhere, renders acceptance of
a referral inappropriate: or

(c) the clairn is manifestly frivolous or abusive, or involves any fraud,
illegality' or other wrongdoing.

29. Requirement of a written application.- (l) A trade dispute
complaint shall only be accepted under section 28, if it is made through a written
application by one or more parties to the dispute.

(2) An application under sub-section ( I ) shall-

(a) be submitted to the Cornmission in such manner. number and fonn
and with such fee as may be prescribed by regulations;

(b) include supporting evidence for the claim made by the party, as is
reasonab! available to the applicant; and

(c) contain such further information as may be prescribed.

30. Review of the complaint.- (l) The Commission shall examine
the application to detennine rvhether it is compliant with the requirernents of
section 28 read with section 29 and the evidence provided with the application is

Sufficient to establish a printa facie case to justify the initiation of dispute
resolution proceedings as provided under this Act.

(2) An application shall be rejected as soon as the Cornmission is

satislied that sufficient evidence is not available to initiate dispute resolution
mechanism. The Commission shall. for rejection of the application, provide
detailed written reasons to the applicant.
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3l . Notice to appear.- ( l) Upon acceptance of the application, the
Commission shall give prompt notice to the party. against u'hom the complaint
has been filed in respect of the trade dispute. to appear before the Commission
so that an allocation may be rnade in accordance with sectiorr 33.

(2) The Cornmission shall also inform the relevant _qoverlrmerlt of the
country to '*,hich the party or parties belong. with a request that the cop-v.' of the
conrplaint be also forwarded to the party to the dispute.

(3) Any person duly authorized by a pany shall be entitled to appear,
plead and act ol1 behalf of such party before the Commission.

32. Withdrawal of application.- (1) An application made under
section 29 may be withdrawn at any time before an allocation has been made
pursuant to section 33 and section 34, in which case it shall be considered not to
hav,: been made:

Provided that upon the withdrawal of an application anr. fce paid along
u,ith the application pursuant to clause (a) of sub-section (2) of section 29, shall
stand forfeited in favour of tlre Cornrnission.

33. Allocation by the Commission.- (l) When the parlies to the
tradr: dispute appear before the Commission, the Commission-

(a) shall seek to resolve the trade dispute by assisting the parties irr

conducting negotiations betrveen themselves in order to arrive at an
arnicable settlernent, within thirtv days of the first appearance of
the parties before the Cornmission; or

(b) in the event where. according to clause (a), effofts to resolve the
trade dispute through negotiations fail, shall assess the quantum of
the claim and if it satisfies the minimum threshold, as may be

prescribed by rules. for the suit to be filed in the commercial bench
of the High Courr, the Commission shall refer the matter to a

commercial bench of a High Court pursuant to section 52; or

(c) in the'event that the quantum of the claim does not meet the

minimum threshold required' for the suit to be filed in the

cornmercia[ bench of the Hi-eh Courl. shall seek consent of tlre
parties to do any one or more of the followiug, in any order,
ruatnely:-

(i) refer the dispute to conciliation in accordance rvith section
421' or

(ii) refer the dispute to arbitration in accordance with section 48;
or
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(iii) Initiate proceedings to reach a final determination.

(d) in the case of any reference made under clause (c), direct at any
stage that the matter be finally resolved within a specified time
period, or

(2) If any time limit imposed under clause (d) of sub-section ( I ) is not
complied rvith. and unless otherrvise agreed by all parties to the dispute at any
time, the conciliation or arbitration proceedings shall be terminated and the
matter shall then reveft to the Commission, pending any further direction by the
Commission: or

(3) Any time Iirnit imposed under clause (d) of sub-section (l) may be

extended at any stage by direction of the Comrnission, or by agreement of all
Parties, rvhich shall be notified to the Commission in writing.

(4) In exercising its discretion under sub-sections (1), (2) and (3), the
Comrnission shall take into account-

(a) the amount in dispute:

(b) the nature and legal or factual complexity of the dispute;

(c) the location ofthe parties; and

(d) the commercial position as between the parties and any pafticular
requirements they may have with respect to dispute resolution such
as speed, cost effectiveness, confidentiali6.- and enforceability.

34. Self-allocation b1' the Commission.- If the parties to the trade
dispute are unable to agree on any of the resolution methods stated wider sub-
clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-section (l) of section 33, within thirty days of the
suggested allocation by the Commission, or one more of the parties against
whorn complaint has been filed fails to appear at the date notified by the
Cornmission in the notice to appear, the Cornmission rnay then initiate
proceedings and reach a final determination in accordance with Part-V.

PART-V

Deternilnatiotts of the Commission

35. Final determination passed by the Commission.- (l) The
Commission shall reach a final determination in relation to any trade dispute
rvithin the scope of application of this Act as set out in section 3, where parties
have opted for settlement of the trade dispute through a final determination b1,

the Cornmission or the Commission has assurncd allocation thereof.
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2. The final determination shall be made after the Commissiort has-

(a) provided ample opportunities to the pafties to present their case

through-

(i) hearings, which may be conducted uia video-conferencing or
other audio-visual mearls, as may be detennined by the

Commission;

written submissions; and

filing of any other document that the parties may feel
relevant;

(b) reviewed all relevant documents fonning part of the documents
submitted by the parties: and

(c) revierved any other documerrt that the Commission may prepare

during the proceedings.

(3) Upon initiation of proceedings for final determination, the
Commission shall immediately inform parties and their respective governments
of the initiation of proceedings and invite them to participate and defend their
interests.

(4) The Commission shall, except in special circumstances, reach its
final determination within a period of four months and in no case more than six
months after initiation of Proceedings.

(5) The Commission shal[, while making a final detennination.
provide a time period to the parties to cornply with the findings made in the final
determination, failing which the Commission may include the name of the
defaulting party in the list of black-listed parties as provided for in section 53 or
take any other measure or action as deemed appropriate by the Commission,
r,r,ithin the ambit of this Act.

36. Power to issue interim determination.-Where, during the

course of any proceeding under this Act, the Commission is of the opinion that
the prassing of a final determination in the proceedings is likely to take time and

that. in the situation that exists or is likely to emerge, serious or irreparable
damage may occur and an interim determination is necessary in the interest of
one or rnore of the parties to the trade dispute, it may, after ltearing the par$'

issue an interim determination directing any party to do or refrain from doing or
continuing to do any act or thing specified in the interim determination.

( ii)

( iii)
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37. Powers.-For the purposes of passing a final detennination under
this Part. the Commission shall have power to refer the matter to, and seek

assistance from.-

(a) any department or agency of the Government;

(b) an1, regional or local body or regional or local charnber of
commerce or other equivalent entity;

(c) any couft or tribunal;

(d) any bank, financial institution. person, authoriry, institution or
department in the public or private sector;

(e) any trade officers aboard, Pakistan embassy or mission abroad; or

(fl) any other entity, institution or agency within or outside Pakistan

38. Extent of powers.-The porvers provided for in this parl rnay bc
exercised within Pakistan and, in so far as permitted by local law. in any foreign
jurisdiction, with or without the assistance of any Pakistan embassy or mission abroad.

39. Failure of parties to respond.- In the event that any one or lnore
of the parties against whom a complaint has been filed under section 29, fails to
appear at the date notified by the Commission in the notice to appear. lhe
Commission may neveftheless proceed tou'ards passing a binding and valid final
detennination.

40. Declarations, directions and recommendations.-The Comrnission
may, in its final determination, -

(a) make a declaration as to any matter referred to the Commission,
including but not limited to a declaration-

(i) as to any party's misconduct or liability:

(ii) that the complaint is unfounded or that any allegation be

dismissed; and

(iii) that, for any reason. no actiorl is required to be taken in
respect of the matter referred;

(b) direct that the referral to Comrnission be tenninated without
imposin-e any terms,

(c) direct that the referral to Commission be terminated or stayed orr

tenns including, without limitation-
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(i) the conclusion of a consent order by any party to the dispute
or complaint against whom adverse findings have or may be

made;

(ii) the conclusion of a consent order by all reJevant parties by
which the matter be referred to conciliation. arbitration.
adjudication or any other forum; or

(iii) the conclusion of a settlement agreement by all relevant
Pafties;

(d) require a party to the dispute or complainant to do or refrain from
doing any act or thing;

(e) order such party to pay a fine as may be prescribed from time to
time;

(0 freeze or attach any property belonging to the party in question or
any person controlling the party in question:

(g) permanently or temporarily seize exports of exporter frorn Pakistan
through Customs authorities;

(h) request the relevant authorities of the country of exporter for
immediate resolution of the dispute; and

(i) any other measures that the Commission might deem fit.

41. Appeal against Commission's final determinations.- Any party
aggrieved by final determination of the Commission may, within fifteen days of
the receipt thereof prefer an appeal to the commercial bench of the High Court
concerned against such order.

PART-VI

Conciliation of trade disputes

42. Referral to conciliation.- (l) Any trade dispute within the scope

of application of this Act shall be referred by the Commission under sub-clause
(i) rlf clause (c) of sub-section (l) of section (33) to conciliation, with the

consent of the parry or parties to the dispute.

(2) The conciliators shall in the prescribed manner conduct the

proceedings in respect ofthe trade dispute referred under sub-section (l).

43. Regional conciliation cornmittees.- (l) The Commission may

from time to time constitute and register regional conciliation committees.
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Each regional conciliation committee shall-(2)

(a)

(b)

(c)

comprise conciliators as provided in the list pursuant to section 45;

provide conciliation for the arnicable settlement of trade disputes:

be an entity for rvhich the government shall have no liability
whatsoever with regard to its cornposition. functioning, role or any
act or omission; and

(d) be constituted and function in accordance with terms of reference
which the Cornmission shall notify from time to time.

44. Detailed directions and guidelines.- The Commission may from
time to time issue directions and guidelines detailing the procedure for the
conduct of concil iations.

45. Approved conciliators.- (l) The Commission shall main[ain, in
consultation with the regional or local chamber of commerce, registers of
approved and disapproved conciliators as amended from time to time at its
offices as well as on its website and parties by consent may choose one or more
conciliator for resolution of trade dispute. Any such. list, of approved and
disapproved conciliators if also maintained by trade bodies shall be shared with
the Commission so that a collated list may be prepared and maintained by the
Commission.

(2) In case, parties are unable to choose a conciliator, the Commission
shall appoint the same as it may deem appropriate, keeping in view the nature,
complexity and legal disposition of the dispute.

46. Completion of conciliation.- (l) Upon successful completion of
-conciliation, where parties have reached an amicable solution, parties shall

execute an a-qreement to evidence the same and a copy thereof shall be filed with
the Commission.

(2) lf conciliation fails, parties shall have the option to refer the matter
back to the Commission for another referral or initiation of proceedings by the
Commission for making a final determination.

PART-VrI

Arbitration of trade disputes

47. References to arbitration.- Parlies may agree at any tirne to
refer existing or future disputes to arbitration pursuant to the procedures laid
down under the Arbitration Act, 1940 (x of 1940), or such orher law for the time
being in force.
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,18. Approved arbitrators.- (l) The Commission shall maintain, in

consultation with the regional or local chamber of colnmerce; registers of
approved and disapproved arbitrators as amended from time to titne at its offices
as well as its rvebsite and parties by consent may choose one or more arbitrators
for resolution of trade dispute. Any such list of approved and disapproved
anbitrators if also maintained by trade bodies shall be shared rvith the

Commission so that a collated list may" be prepared and maintained by the

Commission.

(2) In case, parties are unable to choose an arbitrator, the Commission
shall appoint the same as it may deem appropriate, keeping in view the nature,

complexity and legal disposition of the dispute.

PART-VIII

Commercial Benches of the High Court

49. Constitution of commercial benches.- There shall be in each

High Court, one or more benches, knorvn as a cornrnercial bench, to be

cor.rstituted by the Chief Justice of the High Courl concerned to exercise the
jurisdictiOn vested in the High Court under this Act.

50. References to a commercial bench.- (l) Any trade dispute
withirr the scope of this Act as set out in section 3 may be referred by
Cornmissiorl to the commercial bench based on the quantum of the dispute
meeting the minimum threshold as provided for in section 33.

(2) The commercial bench shall decide the dispute within a period of
lbur months from the date of referral of the dispute by the Commission.

(3) The High Court shall make rules for filing of suits, applications or,
appeals before commercial benches.

PART.IX

Domestic and Inlernutional Assislonce by the Commission

51. Powers in relation to assistance by the Commission.- In
addition to the powers conferred by other par-ts of this Act, the Commission may
provide any other form of assistance in relation to the resolution of any trade

dispute within the scope of applicationpf his Act as set out in section 3. Such

assislance may include, without limitation.-

(a) maintaining and publishing a list of black-listed parties on its
website, comprising those parties who have failed to comply with
the findings made by the Cornmission pursuant to a final
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deterrnination. The Cornrnission shall rernove thc name of the

Part,n- upon redressal and cornpliance u,ith the firrdings made in the

final detennination. Such black-list rnav be circulated arnongst all
reler,ant chambers of cornrnerce localh, as n'ell as abroad and these
foreign chambers ma1 bc reqrrested to share tlreir black-list. or. its
equivalent. if an1'. rvith the Cornrnission so that the same mal,also
be uploaded otr thc r,'ebsite;

(b) rnaintaining a database of high-risk places, being international
locations u,ith a high prevalence of disputes. or fraud or other lack
of securitf in their domestic or inlernational markets along u,ith
un satisfactory d i spute reso lut ion rnechan i srns;

(c) interventiort bcfore other lbrums, u,hether as amicu.s curiac or
otheru,ise, in ant' proceedings corrcernil.rg a trade dispute to
expedite the sarne or to provide expeftise or for an1, other rcason:

(d) taking anv available stcp bclore any forum or rvith any agenc),.
inciuding but not lirnited to the entering into bilatcraI agreelnents
with other qovernnrents to secure the enforccment of any
agreement. award, -iudgrlent. order, dircction or adjudicalion;

(e) assisting rvith thc service of docurnents including in foreign

-jurisdictions througlr embassies. missions or other agcncies abroad:

(0 assisting vvith the taking of evidence abroad u,hetirer through
embassies or missions or otherwise:

(g) makin-e representations 1o. seekins assistance t}om or liaising with
ally _sovenrrnentaI departrneut. division- institution or agency:

(h) publishing anl, allegatiorrs, orders or findings in the official Gazctte
or-an.\, local nervspapers and the rvebsite;

(i) cooperating r.r'ith anv authoritl, or international orgauization in

Pakistan or abroad in an1, program or a-qreenrent for.the resolutiorr
oltrade disputes or related issues: and

() ensuring that for the promulgation of better trade relations u,ith
other countries the Conrrnission shall conduct regular meetings
uith otirer Wl'O rnembel countries to ensurc that all fornrs of
tacilitation anC assistance is provided. if so required.

52 Extcnt of powers.-l'hc Commission ntay cxercise its pou,ers
under sectii'ln 5l u'ithin Pakistan and irr anv foreign jurisdiction r.rith or rvithout
the assislance of artv Pakistan ernbassl,or mission abroad in so far as pcntritrcd
by' local lau, of lbrcign country.
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PART-X

Capacity Builtlittg, Trdning ond Consultution Servic'as

53. Promotion of altcrnative trade dispute resolution
mcchanisms.- (l)The Cornnrissiorr mav. fi'om tirne to tinrc. provide capacity,

building. training and cousultation seruices for the developnrent aud prornotion
of international standards and- best practices in international trade, distrrute

resolution and all matters irrcidental thereto including rvithout lirnitation to-

(a) establishing and rnaintaining support desks and other facilities
rratioualll'. in rnajor cities across Pakistan. and internationally in
Pakistan ernbassies and rnissions abroad:

(b) entering into amangernents rvith foreign ager,cies or interrrational
organizations fbr the exchan-ee of infonlation. technical knorv-
hou'. expe(ise and capacitl, building:

(c) maintaining databascs and other publicly accessilrlc infbrnratiorr
resources;

(d) organizing and participating in internationaI sernirrars. rncctings,
r.r'orkshops. confcrences and training, education arrd arvareness
programs;

(e) par-ticipating in and liaising u,ith intelnational bodies and agencies
concerned rvith the harmonization and refontr of internationaI trade
larvs and practices irrcluding UNCITRAI.. Ul-Cl-AD. WTO.
WIPO and the ICC:

(0 designing and conductine prograrns for continuing professional

developrnentt

(g) provision of certifying prograrns. courscs and traitings for
rnediators, conciliators and arbitratorsl

(h) corrducting and publisirirrg research

(i) developing and publishing nrode I clauses and contracts. stattdard

imporl and export docutrrents and procedures. lltodel dispute
resolutiort clauses artd othcr materials in accordance rvith this Act:

0) advisin-s the l--edcral and Pror incial (iovenlntcnts ott trade and

disputc resolutiott policies. the negotiation of interrrational trade

aqreeurents, the hannonizalion of trade [au,s. contract eul'orcetrtetrt

and quality Assurance and all rnalters ancillary tltereto: and
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(k) adr ising ar1\ person u'ith lespect to courpliance u,ith the provisions
of this Act.

(2) The Conrrnission nra-r. ll'orn tirne to tirne for their capaciry
building, Lrndcnake steps to establish aird prourote rnediation, conciliation and
arbitration institr"rtions and other relatcil scrviccs rvithin Pakistan.

PAR'T.XI

S uppI e nrcntary Provis io trs

54. Common scal.- (1) -l'he Corntnission shall have a comnron seal

u,hich shall be kept in the'tustbd,r, of the Chainnan or su6h other person as may
be prescribed through regulations b1,'the Conrmissiou.

(2) Docunrcnts required or perrnitted to be executed under the seal

shall be specified and authenticated iu such rranner as rrray be prescribed
through re-qulations b1' the Cornmission.

55. Sen,ice, of notices and othcr documents.- For the purpose of
this Act any notice. requisition. letter or order required to bc served on an

undeftakiug shall be treated as properly served on the underlaking, if such
service is nrade in the nranner prcscribed for the service of a sumrnons under the
Code of Civil Procedure. 1908 (Act V of 1908) or, as may be prescribed bv
ru [es.

56. Fines and pcnalties.- ( l) For the recovery of any amount from a
pan)'that has complied u,ith an order of the Comnrission. the Cornnrission nrav
scrve upon the concerned person a cop! of the noticc as rnay be prescribed by
rules re'quiring such person to pa.v the said anrount u'ithin the time specified in

the noticc.

(2) Ilthc arnount ref-erred to in thc notice under sub-section (l) is not
paid rvithin the specified titne. the Ct'rnrrrission rna.\' proceed to rccover the said
anlount fiorn the party'in default, in any'one or rnore of the follouing rnauners.
namely:-

(a) attaclrnent of irnmor,able or sale of anv nlovcablc properry.
irrcludin-e bank account of the partl':

(b) appointnrent ol-a reccir.er for the rnanaserneitt of the moveable or
in.moveable property olthe party:

(c) recoverl, of the an.lount as arrcars of land revenue through the
district re\ cnue ofi'icer:
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(d) require anv of the follorving, b)' uotice in rvritins. the person to
dedLrct aud pay the surn specified in the notice ort or befbre such

date as ma1,be so spccified. narnely':-

(i) fronr u'hom an\- uroue)/ is due or nray becorle due to the
pafl),

(ii) u,ho ltolds- or controls the receipt or disposal of or mar
subsequently hold, or control the reccipt or ciisposal of, any,

rnoney belongirrg to the pafty or on account of the party: or

(iii) rvho is responsible for the payment of any surn ro the part-v.

(3) Any bank. receiver, district re\1enue officer or persorl u,ho has paid
anv surl.l ir-r cornpliance rvith a notice under sub-section (2) shall be deerned to
have paid such a sulr to the Comrnission in respect of the parlv arrd the receipt
of the Commission shall constitute a good and sufficient discharge of the
liability ol'such bank. receiver. district re'v'enub offlcer or person to the extent of
the sum referred to in such reccipt.

(4) If an1,' bank, receivcr, district revenue officer or undertaking on
u'hom a notice is served, fails to attach. rcceive, recover. deduct and pay. as the
case Inay' be, the rnourtt specified in the said rlotice, such bank. receiver, district
r-evenue officer or undeftaking shall be treated as a dcfalter and the anlount
specified in the said notice shall bc recoverable liom there, as tlre case may be.

by the Conrrnissiou in accordance u'ith the provisions of this Act.

(5) The Cornrnission rnay, b1, order. direct an1' bank, r'eceiver. district
revenue officer or persorl u,hich is defaulter as referred to in sub-section (4), to
pa) by' rvay of penalt1,. such surn as specilied in the order, after eivin_s to the
bank, receiver, district revenue olficer or pcrson an opportr.uliti of being lreard.
if it determines that such bank. receiver, District Revenue Officer or Pcrson has

rvillfully failed to cornpll,rvitlr the order of the Cornrnission.

(6) For the purposes of recovery of the arnount undcr sub-section (2).
thc Commission shall have the sarnc po\\'ers as a Civil Coum conferred on it
undcr the Code o1'Civil Procedure, 190tt (Act V of 1 908).

(1) l'he Conrntission nrav seek the assistatrce of regulatory' bodies-

inclr.rding the State Bank, to inrposc penalties as uell as rcco\:er fines fi'om

defaLrlting parlies.

(8) The Conrrnissiorr rnav issue guidelines regulatiug the procedure for
tlie rccor,cr'_v olarnounts under this scction and any ()ther matters conrrected rvith

or in,cidental to the operation of this sectiott.

(9) Subject to the Public F-irtance \4anagement Act. 20i9. all penalties

ancl Iines recovered under this Act shall be depositcd in accorrrrt rnaintained by

the (-ornmission.
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51 . Failure to disclose correct information.- Anv Person rvho
knorvingll' and u,illfully provides false. misleading or iucomect infonration to
tlte Commission u,liether in an application leceived uuder this Act or otheru,ise
in connection rvith anv proceedin-9s under this Act. shall be guilty of an ol'fence
and shall on conr iction be liable to inrprisonment for a tenn rvhich rnay extcnd
to three ),ears. or a t'ine not exceeding fir,e rnillion rupees. or both.

58. Pow'er to make rules and regulations.- (1) The Fcderal
Goverrlnent rnay'. by notification in the oft'icial Gazette. nrake in respect of
erternal matters rules for canling out the purposes of this Act.

(2) The Cornrnission shall. by notification in the official Gazette. make
in respect of its intental matters regulations in consultation rr,,ith the division
concerned for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

59. Powers to issue guidelines.- The Cornmission shall from timc to
time, u,ithout prejudice to the rules and rcgulations rnake under section 58, issue

guidclines for the parties for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

60. Removal of difliculties.- If a difficulty' arises in giving effect to
any provisions of this Act. the Cornrnission ma.n- make such order, not
inconsistent with the provisiorts of this Act. as nlav appear to it to be necessary
for the purpose of renroving thc difficulry . ,

61. Authorities to assist and aid Commission.- All law
enforcenrent agencies and authorities in the F'ederation and the Provinces shall
be under an obligation to provide and render full and cornplete assistance to the
Commission as and rvhen thc secretariat thereof mav require such assistaucc.

62. lmmunity.- No suit. prosecution or arly other proceedings shall
lie against the Federal Government, Provincial Govemment. Chairman,
members or arly other officer, expeft, consultant olthe Comrnission, or any other
person. in relation to any act or omission in the exercise of porvers and duties
under this Act, rules, regulations or guidelines made hereunder. save for
couscious and deliberate rvrongdoin-e.

63. Repeal.- Sections 54, 5Il and 5C of the Impofts and Exporls
(Control) Act, 1950 (Act No. XXXIX of 1950) are herebl, repealed. '

.fAHiR 
HI.]SSAIN,

Secretary.
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