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5. .~ Thereafter, Additional Secretary, .Bqaid of Investment (BOI), briefed the
~Members that The Special Economic Zones Act, 2012 was made for establishment,
development and efficient o‘perations'of Special Economic Zones (SEZ) by broviding a
legal and regulatory framework to encourage domestic and international investors for-
promotlon and establishment of industrial infrastructure and. other related matters. In this
regard, a one window to facilitate provision of all required- pubhc services in a time bound ‘
manner is globally acknowledged as a critical component to foster investment in
Economic Zones and helps to reduce time for provision of required permits, certifications,
NOC's etc. Accordmgly, many attempts have been made at federal and provincial levels
to provide investment facilitation through creation of such one windows to expedite
provision 6f public seérvices. However, none of these attempts could enable end-to-end

prowsnon of services to mdustnal users. :

6. Moreover, Additional Secretary, Board of lnvestment (BOI) also apprlsed .
the Members that consultations were held with all major stakeholders, including provincial
counterparts, SEZ developers, service prowders etc. leadmg to development of an a legal
framework i.e. One Stop Service Act, which enables provision of services to the investors
through a single point of contact and wilf also enable speedy grant of approvals required
to establish industrial undertakings in SEZs and will encourage rapid industrialization and -
economic activity in the country. '

7. Additional Secretéry, Ministry of Parliamen’tary Affairs, -apprised the -
~ Committee that the Ministry supports The One Stop Service Bill, 2023 as‘the same has
been approved by the Federal Cabinet. -

8. Thereafter, the Committee initiated detailed deliberation on the Bill. Senator
Syed Wagar Mehdi pointed out that the Committee needs to consider-that whether there
" was a need for establishment of a new entity vide this Bill as the’same processes can be
performed by the Board of Investment (BOI) itself. Senator Abida Muhammad Azeem also

" opposed the Bill and stated that currently Specnal Economic Zones (SEZ) do not exist in
Baluchistan. Additional Secretary, Board of Investment (BOI), apprised the Members that
the first phase of Bostan Special Economic Zone in Baluchlstan had been completed and .
progress is bemg made-in this regard.

9. °  Senator Sania Nishtar opposed various Sections of the Bill and objected to
the establishment of One Stop Service Center (OSSC) as a body corporate and pointed. -
out that under Sections 3, 4, 5, 14, 15 and 16 of the Bill the One Stop Service Center '
- (OSSC) Board have been accorded powers above and beyond the powers of the Federal
- Cabinet. Moreover, Section 13 of the said Bill provides that’ OSSC Board will have the

" power to prescribe Special Regimes and in. case no Special Regimes exists the Board
may by-pass or eliminate altogether any regulatory requirement for the purpose of this
Bill which may lead to dangerous consequences for public at large. Senator Sania lehtar.
~ also opposed Sections 25 and 26 which provides overriding effect of this Bill over other
Acts and indemnifies OSSC against prosecution or any legal proceedings.
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