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SENATE SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS h

AND INTERFAITH HARMONY" ON “THE. PUBI.ICATION OF THE
- HOLY QURAN (EI.IMINATIQN ‘OF PRINTING AND RECORDING
ERRORS) (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2022" |

I Senator Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri, Chalrman of the Standmg E
Committee on Rehglous Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, have the honour to" present, onj ‘-
behalf of the’ Committee, thls Report on a BIII “The Pubhcatlon of the Holy Quran
(Ehmmatlon of Printing and Recordmg Errors) (Amendment) Act; 2022” as passed by the -
_ '-Natlonal Assembly. The House referred-the Bill to the Standing Committee on Rehglous"
: Affairs and Interfaith Harmony in its 31tt1ng held on 17th J anuary, 2023, for consideration and

report thereof,

'2., . -The. Composxtlon of the Standmg Commlttee on Rehglous Affalrs and

- Interfaith Harmony is as under:-

i.  Senator Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri Chairman

~ ii. * Senator Gurdeep Singh , : Member -

~ ili.  Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad. I .7 =" .Member .-
iv.  Senator Anwar Lal Dean 4 o Member

v.  Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi - =, . Member - -
vi. * Senator Prof. Sajid Mir ' "' Member
vii.  Senator Syed Muhammad Sabir shah . Member
viii.  Senator Naseebullah Bazai Member
. ix. . Senator Hafiz Abdul Karim o ‘Member
.7 x. Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan . - o Member

- xi.” Minister for Rehglous Affairs and Inter-Falth Harmony Ex-Officio Member

3./ - The Committee considered and discussed the said Bill in its meetmgs held on
22 02-2023, 02 03-2023, 21-03-2023. The Committee dlsposed off the matter in its meeting
held on 27 03-2023 and the following members of the Committee attended the meetmg -

i. Senator Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haxderl ' Chaujman
ii. = Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad . " Meinber
iii. Serator Bahramand Khan Tangi - .. Member
iv. Senator Anwar Lal Dean ‘ Member

v."  Senator Naseebullah Bazai ' Member
vi.  Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan - ~ Member




4, The Committee thoroughly dehberated on the bill and the Secretary, Mlmstry _

of Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony brrefed the Committee that the mam objectrve I

_behmd the amendment in the Publication of the Holy Quran (Elimination of Prlntmg and

_ 'Recordmg Errors) Act 1973 to ensure the drsposal of martyred/damaged Holy Pages and

| coples of the Holy Quran in a proper manner as well as to- -stop the pubhcatron of the Holy
"Quran on the sub-standard paper and estabhshment of Quran Board to supervise the work of
- error free pr1nt1ng, publlcatron and recordmg of the Holy Quran mcludlng uploadmg the

copies on Internet He further explained that the said Bill was introduced to the extent of

' Islamabad Capltal Terrrtory as at the moment there was no Quran Board existed in Islamabad -

Capital Terrltory and while in all the provinces, the Quran Board-had already been established

to supervise the pubhcatlon of the Holy Quran and other co-related issues. - —

5 | The Chalrman and the members of the Comm1ttee acknowledged the

srgmﬁcance of the Brll in mamtalmng the sanctrty of the Holy Quran.

6. The Commlttee after detailed- dehberatron and discussion approved two further
amendments in the Bill Whlch the Committee considered of great lmportance In clause 3 of

- the Bill, definition of damaged or sha_h_eed copy-of the Holy .Quran was modified as fo_ll_ow_s.- -

et

“(c) “damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran” includes: .
)] A sub-standard copy of the Holy Quran damaged or. worn—out pages of the '
' Holy Quran, ‘ . »
(ii) ‘_ Any other materlal in the form of book magazine, card, blll ﬂex etc that .

- contams Arabic text of the Holy Quran;”, . :
Apart from the above the Committee also mcorporated amendment in clause 6 of the Blll and |
inserted sub—sectron (5a) in the Bill to become part of section 5 of the Act. The sald sub- :

section (5a) is reproduced as follows -

“(Sa) Arablc text of the Holy Quran shall not be prmted on newspapers, flexes, cards,
" hand bllls, brochures, or on any other such dlsposable forms, and’ only its translatlon

- shall be prmted in, such forms where Trequired.” e

T o | All  members present unanimously approved the above-mentioned

amendments.




8. ‘ Accordmgly, the Commlttee recommends that the Bill “The Publlcauon of the
'; 'Holy Quran (Ehmmatlon of Printing and Recordmg Errors) (Amendment) Act, 2022” :
.reported by the Commlttee may be passed by the House. The Blll as reported by the
' Commlttee is annexed as “A”. and the Bill as passed by the. Natlonal Assembly and

transmltted to the Senate is annexed as “B”

(TARIQ BIN WAHEED) o (SENATOR MOLANAABDULGHAFOOR HAIDERl)
" D.G/Secretary Commiittee: Coow » : b Chalrman




[AS REPORTED BY THE COMMITTEE]
| & |
Bill

fui ther to amend the Publzcatzon of the Holy Quran (Elzmznatzon of Przntzng and Recora’zng

Errors) Act, 1973 to the extent of Islamabad Capztal T territory

WHEREAS it is exped1ent further to amend the Publ1cat1on of the Holy Quran
(Elimination of Prmtmg and Recording Errors) ‘Act, 1973 (LIV ,of 1973) to the extent of "

Islamabad Cap1tal Terntory, for the purposes héreinafter appearmg,
Itis hereby enacted as follows:- |

1 Short tltle and commencement (1) Th1s Act shall be called the Publication of the Holy
Quran (Elimination of Printing and Recordlng Errors) (Amendment) Act, 2022. .

2) It shall come into force at once.

2, Amendment of section 1, Act LIV of 1973 -In the Pubhca’non of the Holy Quran»

(Ehmma’non of Printing and Recording Errors) Act 1973 (LIV of 1973), heremafter called as the
said Act, in section 1, in sub-section (2), for the word “Paklstan” the words “Islamabad Capital
Territory” shall he substituted. o

3. Amen‘dment of section--Z Act LIV'of 197'3 ; In the'said Act,in section'2 =

(a) clauses (aa), (1), (c), (d) (dd), (ddd) and (e) shall be re-lettered as (b)), (e),. (f) (g) (h), (1)
“and (j) respectively; ' .
(b) after clause (b), re- lettered as aforesald the following new clauses (c) and (d) shall be
' mserted namely:- .

“(c) “damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran mcludes

® a sub-standard -copy. of the Holy Quran, damaged or worn-out pages
of the Holy Quran, ’ .
(i) ‘any other material in the form of book magazme, card, bill, flex ete.
_ that contains Arabic Text of the Holy Quran;

(d) “disposal” means collect1on and storage of damaged or shaheea’ copy of the Holy
Quran and includes its burial under the ground or its disposal in the sea or river or
recycling it in such manner as conforms to its holiness and- sanct1ty,”,

(c) for clause (2), re-lettered as aforesaid, the followmg shall be subst1tuted namely -

“(g) “Quran Board” means the Board constituted under section 4;”; and

: _.. AY\WRA _



.clause (§), re-lettered as aforesaid, for the word. “Committee” the words “Quran Board”, v .
1l be substituted. '

. ,ndment of section 3 Act LIV 0f1973.-1n the said Act, in sectlon 3,-

(O for the. words “Department of the Provincial Government”, the words. “D1rectorate
'Islamabad Cap1tal Territory,” shall be substituted; -

(b) the words “within whose Junsdlctlon he is carrymg on h1s business in such manner” shall
a be omitted. :

5. Amendment of section 4, Act LIV of 1_97-3;- In the said Act, in section 4,.-

(@) forthe margirral-heading, “Committee of Ulema”, the marginal heading,‘ “Quran Board”
shall be substituted" , : -

(b) in sub-section (1) for the words, “appoint a Committee of Ulem , the words ¢ constitute a
Quran Board”, shall be substituted; and

(c) for sub- sectrons (2) and (3), the followmg shall be substltuted namely -

“(2) The Federal Government shall in the prescnbed manner cause a copy of the Holy
Quran to be prepared and shall forward it to the Quran Board for authentication as a
standard copy.

* (3) The Federal Government shall in the prescribed manner keep the standard copy in the
Government archives for safe custody including to upload it on website of the D1v1s1on to
which business of religious affairs stands allocated.”; and "

(d) after sub-section (3) subst1tuted as aforesa1d the followmg new sub sections (4) and (5)
shall be added, namely:- _

“(4) The Quran Board shall recommend steps for error-free printing and publication or

- recording .of the Holy Quran and shall, subject to the d1rect1on of the Government,
supervise the work of error-free printing and publication and recordmg of the Holy Quran
including uploading the copies-on the internet.

. (5) The Quran Board shall perform such other functions as may be prescribed.”.
| 6 Amendment of section 5 Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act in section 5,-

(a) in sub- sect1on (4), in the proviso, after the expressmn “(c)” the words “unless he is found
neghgent in the performance of his duty” shall be inserted; and

(b) after sub-section (5), the followmg new sub-section shall be added namely -




“(Sa) Arabic text of the Holy Quran shall not be prmted on newspapers, ﬂexes,_—;
cards, hand: bllIS, brochures’ or -on. any other such dlsposable forms, and only its

i translatlon shall be printéd in such forms where required.”

7 Insertlon of new sectron 5C, Act LIV. of 1973 In the sard Act after sect1on 5] the

i . followmg new section shall be inserted, namely -

- “5C stposal of damaged or shaheed ~copies.- A publisher or & recordmg companyi, .
shall make suitable arrangements in the prescnbed manner for dlsposal of damaged or, o o

shaheed copy: of the Holy Quran.” -~ R

s Amendment of sectron6 Act LIV of 1973 In the said Act in sectron 6, in sub-sectron 1),

e for the word, “five”, the. Word “twenty” shall be substrtuted

9 Amendment of sectlon 8 Act LIV of 1973 In the: sard Act in sectron 8 in sub sect1on (2)

) (_a) ‘in clause (c) the Word “and” at the end shall be ormtted

v (b} in clause (d) for- full stop at the end a semlcolon shall be substltuted and thereafter the

followmg neW clauses () and (f) shall be added namely -
e “(e) the constltutlon and functlons of the Quran Board; and
(f) the dlsposal of damaged and shaheed coples of the Holy Quran
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

_ " In order to ensure the disposal of martyred/damaged Holy pages and coples of the Holy -
. 'Quran in a proper manner as well as to-stop the publication of the Holy Quran on the sub-
- standard paper and estabhshment of the Quran Board to supervise the work of error free printing, -

' publ1cat10n and recordmg of the Holy Quran mcludmg uploadmg the copiés on mternet

L

i 3 | ~The Blll seeks to aclueve the aforesard obJectrve

1

MINISTER-IN-CHARGE
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Bill.

~ further to amend the Publication.of the Holy Quran (Elzmznatzon of Prmtzng ana’ Recoz ding

Errors) Act, 1 973 fo-the extent of Islamabad Capztal Terrztory, .
L \

WHEREAS it is expedrent further to amend the Pubhcatron of the Holy Quran

(Elimination of Printing and Recording Errors) Act; 1973 (LIV of 1973) to the extent of

. Islamabad Capital Territory, for the purposes heremafter appearmg,

\lt is hereby enacted as follows -

e

1. . Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called the Publication

) of the Holy Quran (Elimination of Prmtmg and Recordmg Errors) (Amendment) Act, 2022

2 It shall come mto force at once.

, 2 _ Amendment of section 1, Act LIV of 1973.- In the Publication of the Holy '
'Quran (Elimination of Prmtmg and Recording Errors) Act, 1973 (LIV of 1973), hereinatter

called as the said Act, in section 1, in sub-section (2), for the word “Pakistan”, the words
“Islamabad Capital Territory” shall be substrtuted

3. Amendments of sectron 2, Act LIV of 1973.- In the sa1d Act, in section 2 -

, (a); clauses (aa), (b), (¢),.(d), (dd), _(ddd) and (e) shall be re-lettered as (b),
(@), (D (@) (), () and () respectively;

(b) ° afterclause (b) re-lettered as aforesaid, the fol]owmg new clauses ©).

: and (d) shall be inserted, namely -

“(c) “damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Qurar’
" standard copy of the Holy Quran, damaged or worn-out pages
of the Holy Quran and other pages contalmng Quranic verses;

(d)  “disposal” means collectron and. storage of damaged or shaheed

copy of the Holy Quran. and includes its burial under the
'ground or its dlsposal in the sea or river or recycling it in-such
manner as conforms to its hollness and sanctity;”;

(@ for clause (g), re—lettered as aforesald “the following shall be
substrtuted namely:-

“(g) “Quran Board” means the Board constituted under seetron 4, 5 and

(d) in clause ()), re—lettered as aforesaid, for the word “Commrttee” the
words “Quran Board”, shall be substituted.

> includes a sub--




4. Amendments of section 3, Act LIV 0of 1973. In the said Act, in section 3 -

(a) for the words “Department of the Prov1n01a1 Government”, the words
“Directorate, Islamabad Capital Territory,” shall be substltuted

.(b)  the words, w1th1n whose jurisdiction he-is carrying on hlS busmess in

'such manner” " shall be omitted.

g A Ainendments of section 4, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act, in section 4,
. \‘
*“(a) for the margmal headmg, “Committee of Ulema”, the margmal headmg,
“Quran Board” shall be substituted;

‘ (b) in sub-sectlo’n (1), for the words, “appomt a Committee of Ulema” . the _

words ¢ cons’utute a Quran Board”, shall be substituted; and- |
() for sub settions (2)'and (3), the followirig shall be substltuted namely:-

. “(2) The Federal Government shall in the prescribed manner

cause a copy of the Holy Quran to be prepared and- shall forward it to the .

Quran Board for authentxcatlon as a standard copy.

A : The Federal Government shall in the pre_scribed manner

keep the standard copy in the- Government archives for safe -custody -

including to upload it on website of the Division to Wwhich busmess of
rehglous affalrs stands allocated. ?; and

(d) after sub-sectlon (3), substxtuted as aforesaid, the followmg new sub-
sections (4) and ®) shall be added, namely:-.

“(4) The -Q_uran Board shall recommend steps for error-free
printing and publication or recording of the Holy Quran and shall;

~ subject to the direction of the Goverriment, supervise the work.of error- -
- free printing and'publication and recording of the Holy Quran including

_ uploading the copies on the internet.

(5)  The Quran Board shall perform such other functions as

i may be’ prescrxbed i

6. ' Amendments of section 5, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act, in.section 5, in’ - E

~ - sub-section (4),.in the proviso, after the expression “(c)”, the words “ unless he is found
'neghgent in the performance of his duty” shall be inserted. :




5B, the following new: section shall be inserted, nariiely:-

sub-sectlon VARS K

-2 ' The Billl seeks to achieve the aforesaid objective.

7. Insertion of new section 5C, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Aot, after 'sectio.n -
.\
“5C Disposal of damaged or shafieed copies.- A pubhsher or a recording

company shall make suitable arrangements in the. prescribed manner for disposal of
damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran ? . '

V8. "\ Amendment of section 6, Act LIV of 1973.- In the sald Act, in section’6, in
sub-section (}E)c for the word, “ﬁve” the word, “twenty” shall be substltuted .

9. Amendment of sectlon 8, Act LIV of 1973.- Inthe sald Act, in sectlon 8, i
3
(a) inclause (c), the word “and” at the end shall be omitted; .

(b) in clause (d), for full stop at the end, a- semlcolon shall be substituted and
thereaﬁer the followmg new clauses (e) and () shall be added, namely -

“(e) the constltutlon and fi unctlons of the Quran Board and

(3 the disposal of damaged and shaheed cop1es of the Holy
‘ Quran.”. . '

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

- In order to ensure the dlsposal of martyred/damaged Holy Pages and coples s

of the Holy Quran in a proper manner as well as to stop the publication of the Holy Quran

on the sub-standard paper and establishment of Quran Board to supervise the work of error

free printing, publication and recording of the Holy Quran including uploading the copies on

in’cemetT

- MINISZER-IN-CHARGE -



