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SENATE SEC.'RETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON
“THE CONSTITUTION (Al\/[ENDMENT} BILL, 2020 -

I Senator Syed A.h Zafar, Chalrman Sta.ndmg Committee on Law and Iusnce have the honor,

"':.'.‘to subn:ut on behaIf of: the Comm1f:tee this report on “The. Constitution (Amendment) B111 2020”

: -(Amendment of Artwle 100) moved by Senator Eng Rukhsana Zuberi, in ‘the Senate smmg beld on .
- 208 July, 2020.and referred to the Comxmttee for consideration and report - '

e 2 G The oq’r’nposition'of‘-ﬂae Ciomnn‘ hittes fs as under:’- .

s 1 ;-.'}'.' Senator Syeci'A'JlZafar o ";"_.._ ; ) Chamnan
- ".2,.'-._-.'.‘Senator Syed Shlbh Faraz . : Mernber o
- 3 .Senator Azam Nazeer Taar - - Member
i 4 | Senator Mlan RazaRabbam | o SRR Member
TS5 Senator Farooq Hamld Naek o Member
B 6. . Senator Syed Muzafar- Hussain Shah o : Mer.nber'
A Senator I{amran Murtaza o . Member .
8 . _Senator MuhammadAzamKhan Swa'n.‘ AR . Member -
9, _SenatorWahqubal - - .. Member”
10.  Senator Manzoor Ahmed Kakar IR 'Membe_.r )
: ' | 11 -S_enator Musadik Masood Malik. .- . - - Menber
: B 51-2'. Senator Se;nina Mumtaz Zebri© . . Member
13.  Senator Mu:stafe. Newaz Knolfhar | ' 'Member
| 14, Minister for Law and Justice _ - Ex-Ofﬁcm Member
3 The Comm1ttee considered. the Bill milts various meetmgs previously and held conclusive

. dlscussmn in the meeting on 3% November, 2021 under the, Chamnanshlp of Senator Syed Ali

Zafar with the following in attendance:

Lo Senator Farooq Hamid Naek - Member
2. Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati = - Men_iber
3. Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar ' o Member
4,

Senator jalid Igbal - _ - Member
1 -



- 5. Senator Musadik Masood Malik - Member -
6. Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri " Mermber ,
7. Senator Eng. Rukhsa_na Zuberi Membér I_nLChaxge :

i3

4, Senator Eng. Rukhsana Zuben wh.de grvrng backvround of the. B111 send That she had to
approach Supreme Court regarding « overpncmg of petrol ﬂnoncrh pubhe interest’ Iltlgatlon but m‘thrsu I
pursuit she was not provided any help from the gevernment as is rendered in many other. countnes
She further informed the members that the bill has been amended as per recommendatrons in ea.ther'

- meetings of the Comn:uttee however the amended dra:& of the Bill changes the basre prmcrple of the - o

' BrlI as mtroduced in the Senate therefore under the Rules she will have to mtroduce a new Bﬂl

5. At this, the Comrmttee decrded that-the Br]l unde1 consrderatlon may be- mthdrawn and the__ .
amended draft may be mtroduced in the Senate -as 4 new B111 -which wﬂl then be con51dered by the <

Comrmttee once referred toit.

6. The Comrmttee recommenided that the. Senate may grant- leave o Senator Eng Rukhsa.na

Zuberi to wrthdraw “The Consntuuon (Amendment) Bill; 2020” (Amendment of Artrcle 100) C0py" -
- of the Bill is annexed : : I T [ © T
Cf,/wq‘ o ._ . A L . :.- B | ‘ :: .‘.A,-.‘. R
_ (Haris Rehﬁﬁ h | . %ﬁdﬁﬂ %afar) .
DS/ Secretary Committee . - Charrman, Standing Comrnrttee on Law and Iusnce :
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[FO-BE INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE]

A
BILL
further to amend' the Constftution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamlc

. ' Republlc of. Paklstan for the purposes heremafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as foHow‘s:-

1.  Short title and bommencemeﬁb.-— (1) This Act may be called the

Constitution (Amendment) Act, 2020.
. ] . - . @

' (2) It shall come into force at once.

.2. : Amendment of Article 100 of the Const!tutton.- In the Constltutlon of
the Islamlc Republic of Pakistan, after clause (3) of Article 100, the foliowmg new

.clauses shall be added, namely:-

*(3A) The Attomey—Genef‘al shall promote, protect -and -uphoid the
Rule of law and defend the public interest in an un-biased manner.

| (BB) " The Attorney-General may, either at his own volition or at the ”
instance of a member of public, initiate legal action in the matter of public -
interest, at appropriate legal forum.

‘ (3C) "The Attofney- ~General shall give advice to a member of publlc
_who approaches him on the [egal matters of publlc interest.”

LY

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The concept of Public Interest Litigation (PII__) has always impressed legal
minds for decades. In Pakistan, it has given voices to many, especially the poor-and
underprivileged, and has helped them es__i:ablish their Fundamental Rights and

* various other legal rights governed by the'.!éws of the country. At the same time it

has granted opportunity to the private individuals or organizations to litigate
against the publzc office holders for their misuse of authority which causes loss to
national exchequer By relaxing ‘the requirements of locus standi and perm:ttmg
any person who has sufficient interest in a2 matter to file a SU[t the concept of PIL

_as developed by the Supreme Court of Pak[stan has added breath and hfe to the
' const:tutton and transformed-it into a. !NIng document for us. -
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But, it has been observed that the role of the office of'Attomey General in
‘this regard is either non-existing or passive in nature. A whistle blower who
undertakes to save the national kitty by resort to'legal means often finds himself
helpless. The Attorney General's Office represents, defends and protects the
interests of the Federal government only. Ironically, in some cases the said office
sides with the Federal Government instead of a private litigant who is hongstty
litigating to save the national wéalth and to .improve the level of goVerna’nce. In
such circumstances, there is dire need to expand the role of the Attornéy General.

A vibrant role on the part of Attorney, General is required to improve governance

.and to help citizens litigating solely in the public interest. Being a supreme law
officer it should be the duty of Attorney- General to facilitate and advice pubhc on
" the'legal matters pure[y or pubi[c interest,

The Bill is designed to achieve above objective.”

SENATOR ENGR. RUKHSANA ZUBERI
MEMBER-IN-CHARGE
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