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Acts, Odinances, Presiderd's Orders and Regulations

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

lslomobad, the 27th April, 1974

The following AcE of Parliament receiyed the assent of the President on the
22nd April, 1974, and are hereby published for general information:-

.- ACT No. XXIII oF rg74

An Act to provide tor the establishment ol a University Gralts Commission

WEERE^s, in the int€rqst of educational planning arld laying down a
unifonn policy as also to sccure coordination between the universities, it is
ereedient to provirlc for the esublishrncnt of a Universiry Grants Commission
aIrd for matters connccted thcrewith or incidental thereto;

It is hercby enrc-tcd as follows :-
l. Slo( dth, cxad.nd coDm.Eotrt.-(l) This Act may be callcd the

UBiversity Grallts Commission Act, t974.

(2) It cxtends to the wholc of Pakistan

(3) It shdl comc into forcc at oncc.

2. IMnitiolr-In this Act unlcss therc is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,-

(a) " Chairman " means thc Chairman of the Commission ;

O) " Commission " mears t}le University GranB Commission cstablished
under section 3;

(c) " commiftee " means a committee constituted under section r3;
(d) " Controlling Authority " means the Federal Minister in charge oL

the Minisrry of Education ;

(e) "fund" means the fund constituted under section rr;
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" prescrihd " means prescrib€d. by lules rnade under this Act;
" syndicate " means the syudicate oI a u[iversity ertablished by or
under any law or, as the casc rnay be, the executive body of an
i$titution declared to be a university lor the purpoees of this Act;
and

(h) " university " means a university established or incorporatcd by or
under any law for the time being in Lrrce and includes a:: cduca-
tional institution which the Federal G,.ver-nment may, in consulta.
tion. with the Commission, by notification in the ofEcial Gazette,
declarc to b€ a rmiversity for the purposcs of this Act.

3. Establishment of the Commicrion-(l) As soon as may be, thc Federal
t,ovcurnent shall, bl nodlic.rtioD in the omcial Garettc, establish a Commission
to be c,rllcd the Uni\crsit\ Glants Commissiorr.

(2) The Commission .f,"tt U. a body corporate having perpetual succession
alrd a common sea] r 'ith poweis, subject to the proYisians of this Act, to acquift,
lrold ald dispose of propert),, bcth movable and lrnmovable, and shall by t}te
said name sue or be sued.

(f)

(c)

(3) The headquarters ot the Cornmission shall be at Islamabad.

4. Constitodotr of the Commisdon.-( I ) The Com-mission shall mnsist of
the lollowing members, namely :-

(a) the Chairnnn;

(b) a \Yhole-time member ;

(c) two honorary members;

(d) tlre Secretary to the Covernment of l')akistan, Mfuistry of Education,
ex-offtcio ;

(c) the Chairman, Pakistau Science Foundation, ex-ofrcio; tnd.

(0 the Chairman of thc Vice-Chancellors Committe e, exofrcio.

(z) 'llre Chairman, the I'holc-tinre mcrnbcr au,l the honoraD members shall
h appoi[ted by the Federal Gcvernment from amongsr eminent cducationists,
includiDg scientists of reputc.

(j) Thc Chairman and the members other than the ex-ofrcio membcrs,
shall hold office for a period of rhree ) ears and shall be eligible for Bappoint-
EGNt :

Proyided that the Federal Governmenr may at any tinc, efter gvirt th. 1
C.hairman or, as the case may be, a membcr an opportunity of bejng head, '1/
rernovc bim from his offce.

(4) No act or proceeding of the Commission shall be invalid by reron only
of the existence of a vacancy in, or defect in the constitution of, the Commission. '; -

5. Srlary end allowances of ttc Chafomn end mcabsr-Thc ChairosD
.tnd a menrber shall be cntitled, to such salary and allowanccs as the Fedenl
Government may determine.

6. Resfunadon rnd ffIlh8 ot vrcord€3.--(l) Thc Chairuan or atry tncabcr
ma1', bl,rwiting under his hand addressed to rhe Federal Government, resign his
office.
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(2) Any vacancy occurring in the membership of thc Commission due to
dcath, 'resignation oi removal shall be filled in ac,^ordance with the provisions
of thic Act.

7. Mc.@t of lhe ComnlrrioL-( I ) A meeting of the Commission shall be
hcld on such day and at such time as the Chairman may appoint.

(2) For the purpo6cs of a meeting of the Commission, four members shall
constitute a quorum.

(3) The Chairman or, in his absence, the whole-tinre member shall preside
at a Eeetirt of the Commission.

(4) AII decisions of the Commission shall be exprescd in tenns of the
opinion of the majority of its members present and voting and, in the event of
ai cquality of votes, thc Chairman or, as the case may be, the member presiding
at tlle meeting, shall have a castinS \'ote :

Providcd that the ControlliuS ,\uthorit) ma1' refer anl decision of rhc
Commlssion back to the Comntission for reconsideration.

(S) The meetings of the Commision shall be held at its headquarters :

Prcvided that the Commission may, rvith the prior approval of the Conrrol-
ling Authority, hold a meeting at any other place.

F- E. Fucdonr of ttc Commirdon.-For thc promotion and co-ordination
of university education, thc deternljnation and maintenance of standard of
teachin& examination aad research in universities, dle promotion of national
unity and solidarity, the orientation of university programmes to national needs.
tle Commission may-

(r) in consultation lvith the Federal Governmert, a Provilcial Govern-
rDent or the university or other bod)'concerned,-

(a) inquile into the fiuancial nceds of the universities and prepare
quinquennial programmes for their development ;

(b) allocate and disburse, out of the fund, granLs to the universities
for their apprnved pro,ects and ensure the proper utilisation of
such grants;

(c) receive schemes and rcquests from the universities and, after
scrutiny, recommend to the Federal Govemment or a Provincial
Go\€rnment fer grants-in-aid ;

(d) collect information rnd data on all such matters rclatint ro
university education in Pakistan and other countries as it thinks
fit and make the same available to the Federal Government or
a hovincial Government, universities and such other agencies
as it may deem fit ;

(e) institute fellowships, scholarships and risiting professorships in
various universities of Pakistan;

support and ccotdina@ the research programmes of the
uniycrsides ;
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(f)

(g) support 'and promote extra-mural and extra-curricular actilities
at intcr-univeEi ty lcYel ;
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(h) supe ise generally the academic programme and developmcnt of
various institutions of higher Icarning and educado[ in the
counrry ;

(i) recommend to thc universities the measures necesary for tJle
improvement of university education; and

,ir perlorm such other functions. not in(onsistent with the provisions
of this Act, as rnay be prescribcd or as may be incidental or
consequendal to the discharging of the aforesaid functioos;

(2) advise the Federal Governmcnt or a Provincial C,mmmcnt-
(a) on the establishment of a new university or the expansion of

rhe actiyities of an existing uDivcrsiry or promotion of higher
education ; and

(b) on any question which may bc referred to it;
(3) bring to the notice of tlre Federal Government or a Provincial Go

yernment the problems of teachers and students and recommenci
measures for solution thereof; and

(4) perform such other functions as the Controllint Authorit/ mry
assign to it.

9. Additiond functious of thc Commirciotr"-For asccrtaining thc financial
needs of a university or its standard of tea.hint, examination and rcscaJch, thc
Commission may-

(a) after cousultation with the Federal Government or, as the case may
be, a Provincial Govemment, and a university, cause a yisitation of
a.n1'depanmcnt of the university to be made, in zuch manner as may
be prescribed, b1 a person appointed by the Commission; and

(b) after such visitatjon, communicate its views to the Fcderal Covern-
ment or, as the case may bc, Provincial Government and the univer-
sity concemed, tosether with its recommendations, if any, regarding
any action to be taken.

10. RopreseDtation of Connirdsn on syrdcrhr-Ary l,rw or othcr instnr-
.nent pror4ding for the establishment or incorporation of a uriversit)' shall have
effect as if it provided for the s1'ndicate of the university consisting of a nominee
of rhe Commission in addition to the membcrs of the syndicate providcd for in
srrch Iaw or instrument.

11. Fund and rcporG ol &e Connbdon.-(l) Thc Commision shrll havc
a fund ro which shall be credited all grants and contributiors made by the
Federal Government or a Provincial Gorremmcnt or by any person or authority
and out of which shall be disbursed the gants aDd oth€r ocpcnditure to bc made
and incurred by the Commission under this Act.

(2) The accounts of the Commission shall be rEintained in such form and
manner as may be prescribed and shall be audited by an auditor appointed by
the Controllint authority, being a person who is a chartered accountant within
the meanint of the Chartered Accountants Ordinance, 196r (X of 196r).

(3) The Commission shall, aftcr the end of every financi.l year, subudt to
the Federal Govemment the audited anDual statenrnt of accuprts of the Com-
mission, together with the repon of the auditor.
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(4) The Commission shall also submit to thc Federal Govelnmcrt after the
end of every year a report of its activities durint that year and thc Fcderal Go
vernment shall cause the report to be laid before each House of Parlilment.

12. Appointuent o[ offcen, cEployc.r, Gac.-For the cmcicnt lrcrformance
of its functions, the Commission may appoint is employees and, with the
prior approval of the Controlling Authority, advisers and officers, on such terms
and conditions as may be prescribed.

13. Comml6ees.-(l) The Commission shall havc thc following committces,
namely :-

(a) Vice-Chancellors Committee;

(b) Pakistan Universities Coordination Council;

(c) Pakistan Universities Sports Board;

(d) Equivalence Committee ;

(e) Finance Committee ;

(f) Planning and Development Committee ;

(g) Higher Education Committce; and

(h) any other committee which the Commission may deem proper to
set uP.

(2) The composition and functions of a committec shall be such as the
Commission may determine.

14. Authenticrtion of decisions, etc.-All dccisions of the Commission shall
be authenticated by the signature of the Chairman or of any other member
authorised by the Commission in this behalf and all other orders or instruments
issued or cxecuted by or on bchalf of the Corrmissim shall be authmticated by
the signature of an- officer of the Commission authoriscd by it.

15. Roles.-The Commission may, with the prior approval of the Contro!-
Iing Authority, by notiflcation in the official Gazette, make mles for carryring
out the purPoses of this Act.

ACt No. >OflV oF r9Z4

An Act to provide tor the establishment of centres of excellence in the
universities Ior conducting highlevel teaching ond reseorch.

WHEREAs it- js expedient to provide for the establishment of centres of
excellcnce in thc rrniversities for conducting highJevel teaching and rescarch;

It is hereby enacted as follows :-
1. Stort dde. cttent rnd cortmcrGCmc ,-{1) Ttis A.ct may bc celled thc

Centrcs of Excellence Act, 1974.

(2) It cxtends to t}e whole of Pakistan

(3) It shall come into force at once.
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