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Tbe followilg Act of ParliameDt received the assent ef the.President or the

I 76.,Nb+ei6bf,' 1975i ic! hcrebi putillbted fo? gaEral riffifidn,:.-'
ACT No. LXIX on 1975

A& Aat^te ca$rilurc ce oti-arthdlftzs.ldr1fu-Aifuctton otd coordlzlalr'rdrn. ol:
statistics to lacilitate economic dtd oher planin*.

WHEREAS it'is elpedient to constitita cerfain .autlroritlcs f6r'th6. colleEtion
aDd: co"ordinEh:on of statistics to facilitatc ecordfiic ant ottttr plaodng:'adt'
to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental tlEnctQr.;

It is hereby enacted as fdllo*,s :-
- l, Sheut.ddC cE&nG,rnd-cornemDr€rfil) Thie Aet may. tn colbd'thr(*neral Siatistics'Act. 1975.

(2) ,It,.ex.t0trd6, to . thc whols of Prkista

(3) It shall come into forcc on such dete as the Fedcral Governfoent may,
by notification in the oEcial Gazette, appoinL

2, ItiMfbisr-Ei'tils AcL unlesr.fll.rc'is atlrthinE.repEgnr .ia the subjcct
or @ntext,-

(a) " apFopriatb Gbvemment " means,-
(i) in relation to the Federal Statistics Authority. or any matter

relating to the collection and compilation of statlltics for tho
whole of Paklstan, the Fedefal Govemflrent, and

(ii) in rdfatioa.to a-Provinci8l Statistfr* Authoritf oi any matter
relating' to 

. tlie collecfioa and cotrtpildtion of sitistics for a

- Provincc or a part thereof the Provincial Government:

( 57t)

hicc : Ps. 25
{5091 E( Gaz.l .
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(b) " compctent authority " mcaDs an authority or
under section 6 to be a competent authority;

ofEccr appointcd

(c) ' Coucil " ueans thc Natiomt Statistical Council or thc Provincial
Stitistical Council constituted under section 3 ;

(d) " establishment " means a shop, conrmercial establishment, industrial
establishment, firm, company, private dispensary, maternity bome,
residcntial hotcl, rcstaurant, cating housc, cafc. cinema, theatrc, circur
or other place of public amusement or cntertainment and such othcr
cstrblisbments or class thereof as tle Fcdcral Govemmcnt may, by
trotification in the official Gzzqlte, d?f,larc to bc atr €stablisbmcnt for
the purposes of rhis Act :

(c) " prescribed " means prescribcd by rules madc undcr this Act:

(f) " statistical agent " means any agency, authority or officer, appointed
for, or cngaged in, the collection of statistics undcr this Act; and

G) " Statistics Authority " means the Fcderal Statistics Authority or a
Provircial Statistics Authority appointed undcr section 5.

3. Stedld.rt Comcil,-(l) For the wholc of Pakistan thc Fedcral Govem-
Ecnt, and for a Province a Provircial Govcrnment, may. by notification in thc
official Gazette, constitute a Council to be called respectivelv the National
Statistical Council and a Provincial Statistical Council consisting of such members,
including a Chairman. as it may appoint.

(2) The Chairman and members of thc Council shall hold officc during
thc pleasure of, and on such terms and conditions as may be detennined by,
thc appropriate Govcmment.

(3) The Council shall regulatc its owl proccdurc.

' 4r f'uncdotri of 6e Councll.-The following shall be thc functims of tho
Council, namcly :-

(a) to co-ordinate the functions of the Statistics Authoritics and com'
petent authorities and to advise them as to the ways and mears
bf achieving emcient, adequate and prompt results;

(b) to approve of the priorities for filling gaps in statistical data and'' ' 
for thit purposc, to allocatc functions to thc Statistics Authoritics:

(c) to draw up schemes for avoiding duplication in the- formulation and
cxccution 6f statistical programmcs and to rcsolvc di.ftcrcnces in that
rcspc€t ;

(d) to make competent advice and glidance- a-vailable to Statistica
Authorities, competent authorities and statistical agents in the mattgr
ol large-scale statistical operations and projects:

(e) to ensure economic and emcient utilization of fieltl services, machine
tabulation equipment and othcr scarce rcsour@s I

(f) to promote research and training in statistics: and

(g) to perform such other functions as the appropriate Govemment may,
ftom time to timc, ditcct.
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5. Saqtistica Authority.{1) For the whole of Pakistaa the Federal Govem-
ment, and for a Province the Provincial Government, may, by Dotification in the
oftcial Gazette, appoint atr ollicer to be called respectively the Fedeml Statis-
tics Authority and the Provincial Statistics Authority.

(2) A Statistics Authotity shall, in accordance with such instructioDs as
thc Council may, from time to time give, perform Oe following funcions,
DlEclY :-

(a) drawing up speciflc statistical programmes to carry out the iostruo-
tions of the Council ;

(b) appraising the quality of all statistics
iEportancc :

of national or regional

(c) laying down and approving forms and procodure for statistical
enquiries and ensuring against any duplication and sub-standard data
coucction ;

*

standardization of concepts atrd dcfisitions rclating to statistics;

giving of advice and guidance to, and co-ordinating the functions
of, the competent authorities and the statistical ageDts i

making of recommendations to the Council relating to the standards
of taining of statisticians and statistical age[ts;

laying down the procedure for a continui-og programme of in-
service institutional and foreign tnining;

periodical revicw of statistical progress oD the basis of reports
obtained from {he competent authorities and the statistical agents;

giving of advice to the Federal Government, tbe Provincial Govern-
ment and other authorities or persons oD thc use and relevance ol
available statistics in relation to specific problems of economic policy;

identification of gaps in the National, Provincial or Regional statis-
tical series and submission for the considcration of the Council of
proposals relathg to the order of priority in filling such gaps;

appraisal and allocation of tejhnical resourccs required for statistical
projects ;

compilation and publication of data of general natEe for national
and international reference : and

G)

(d)

(c)

(f)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

0)

, (m) such other functions as the appropriate Goyernment may, from timc
to time, dtect.

5. Conpetc Ar6ority.{1) The appropdatc Goveroment may. for thc
purpoT of collection and comoilation of statistics on any matter, appoint any
luthority or officer to be a competent authority for the purposes of this Act. 

'

(2) In the exercise of its powers and performance of its functions under
ttris Act, a competent authority shall be subject to the superi[tctrdence, direc.tion
atrd control of the Statistics Authority appointed by the same appropriate Govern-
mbnt by which it has been appointed-
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7. Stotrticrl Agmts- Tha appropriate GovernmenE ard' if so cspowtred
by- the appropriatc Govanment, a Statistics Authorig and ar ccmlrtmt,
authrity, may, fot the purpose oI coll€ction of statistics q informetiot uadc
this Act, appoint or engage such ofrcers or persorB: zls it may. thifr 6rr.

8. Formdatior oI q5tiortr.ilq ctc.-{l) For tbo purposo of. oollccting
sta{i. ,stiQt ou aBy matter, a Statistics Authority mry, by notification. in tho o6cie$
Gazette, formulate such quesLionnaire as it may think fit, and a co:Dpct€4
authority or a statistical agent appoint€d for the colleation of such statistics
may require any person withitr its jurisdiction to give affc.eEs to stlch qtEstiotr-
naire and to such other questions relevant thereto as mry be: rEcassary to elicit
full answers to the questionnaire.

(2) Any person who is required to give answers to a- qu€stiontraire and
other relevant questions under sub-section (1) shall give answers to the b€st
ol r lis.. kgpwl€dgc" ard. bolief.'

(3) Nothing in this section shall authorise a Statistics Authdity, a com-
p€tcEt authority or a statistical agent-

(a) t6 requte a woman to state the name of hbr hlusband or dei.eased
husband or any.other person whose name she is.by custon fortiddeo
to meBtiroD ; ot

(b) to insist on information of a purely private nature.

9. Power to call- im- rctun ad- fformtlror:-Without- preiudloe to tho
proyisions of sectiotr 8, a competen[ authority may, for thc purpose of collecting
statistics for which it has been appointed, serve or cause to be served on any
person, by post or otherwise, a notice requiriflg him to frrrnish to such authority
or pelsen in such manner, at such time or intervals and in such form and s'ith
such partiqulars, such information or returns as may be prescribed and a
person setled with such notice shall accordingly lurnish information or returns
rcquired thereby.

10.- BEht of tccess to record -or docmed.{I) A statistical agent shall.
for the purpose of collection of statistics for which hd has been appointed,
h4ve access to any relevant. reco(d or document in . the possession of any
po(Sos requted to furnish informati,on or return. under. sectioo 9 ard may, at
any. reasonable time after due notic€, enter ally premises, house, vessel or other
place wherein he believes such record or document to be and ask any person
ary. questions necesdary for obtaining any infonlation requLed to. be furuished
by such person.

(2) Evcry pcrson owring or mupying any promiseq,' hms4 vessel or
land shall allow a statistical agent suoh access theteto as hc may-rcasonably
require for the purpose of collection of statjstics for which he has been appointed
end shrll allor him to pafut on, aEr to or dig in the premises, horse, vessel
or land such letters, marks or objects as may be necessary for such purpose.

I l. Secmcy of arisErJ, fuformrdon ud retErs--:All- arwers. O thc
qlEstions received and all information and returns furnished under this Act
shall bc conndential and shall not be-

(a) uscd for any purpose othcr than compilation of statistics- u[der
this Aet ;

(b) published !n a form which may disclose thc stat€ of affairs of any
particular individual, firm or institution i
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(c) divulged, exc€pt pith the writEn conscfi of tlte pfison ans*eriug

the question or fumishing ths information or retum, to any pe$on
not comecied officially with the enqurry in relatron to which thc
said answers, inlormation or ieturns have beeu called for;

(d) amsible to the irspectioo of any Frson othonvi& thaa [or tic
purposc of prosecution for contravention of the provisioor of thir
Act ; or

(e) disclosed to any person, or used or, notwithstandiDg anythilg con-
taised in the Evrdeacc Act, lE72 il ot 1812), bc admissible in
evidence in any proceedings to which the person giving the enrwor
or furnishing Ure in-formation or return is a party, except for the
purposc of prosecution for contraventiot of the provisiors of Gir
Act

12. Pemlty tor rchsal to anrwer quectiom, etc.-Whoeyer, after he has becn
given due notice to answer aDy questionnaire or to furnish any information or
rcturns under thi.j Act, wiliully and without lawful c,lcu!e, rcfuses or f"fls to
answer, to the best of his knowledge and bclief, such questionnairc or other
relevant questions asked of him ty a statistical agent which he is legally bound
!o enswer, or to furnish such information or returns, within the period specified
in the notice or within the period allowed in a further notice which shall be
given to him by the authority which gave him the earlier no ce, shall be puolsh-
able with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees and, in thc case of au
establishment, wiih a further fine which may extcnd to two hundred rupees lor
every day, after the fust, during which the offence continues.

13. PGDrfry for offiucting strtkticrl sgents, ertc.-Whoever, rcfulcs r
statistical agent any right of access conferred by section l0 or wilfully obstructs
him in the discharge of his duties under this Act or, before the collectiotr of
inlormation or statistics for which any letter, mark or object was painted, affixed
or dug on, to or in any premises, house, vessel or land, or, w.ithout lawful
authority, remov.s, obliterates, altcrs or damages such letter, mark or object,
shall be punishable,-

(a) ir the casc of an establishmetrt, with impriso nent for a term which
may extend to three months, or witb fiDe which may extend to one
thousand ntpees, or with both: and

(b) in any other case, with fine which may extend to five butrdred rupocs.

14. Pendty for giving or turnishitrg fslce answen, inlormrtion or retura.-
Whoever, wilfully gives a false answer to a questionnaire or other relevant
question or furnishes or causes to be furnished atry information or rcturn
which he knows to be false shall be punishable with finc which may extend
to one thousand rupees in the case of an establishment and five hundred iupees in
aay other case.

15. Penslty lor improper ilisclosre of informedon, etc.-Whoevcr, being
cngaged for or in connection with the collection of statistics under this Act,
wilfully discloses, otherwise than in the discharge ot his duties or for thc
purposas of prosecution for contravention of any of the provision of this Act,
any answer to a- questiotrnaire, o! any information or the contents of any
rCurn, given or furnished under this Act, shall bc punishable with imDrtson'-o.'t Gor a tcrm u/hich fiay erterd to thte molths, or witb nnc wbiCh may
extend to one 6rrEstrnd roFocs, or *ith bdth.. '
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16. Prosccrdon ulder other lawa-Nothing in this !'s1 sball be dcemed
to prevent any person fuo Deing prosecuted under any other law for the time
being in force for any act or omission which constitutes an offence under such
other law.

17. Senction lor prorecution-No prosecution for an offence und€r thi.
Act, or for aD act or omission which constitutes an offence unaler any other
law, shall be itrstituted except with the previous sanction of the appropriate
Government or of a person authorised by it in this behalf.

IE. Juisilcton -No court inferior to that of a Magistrate of thc frsr
class shall try an ofience under this Act.

19. Act not to euborire collcction of certsitr hforraaion or rtetictc*-
Nothing in this Act shall authorise the collection of statistics or of any informa-
tion relatitrg to any work of defence, arsenal, naval, military or air force establish-
ment or any other defenc€ factory, installation or eslablishment.

Z). Power to nrrlc rrLa-The appropriate Govcrnmcnt uay make rulcc
(or carrying out the purposes of this Act.

21. Power of Federal Statistics Authority to isse directionc.-Notwithstand.
ing anything contained in aDy other law foi the time being in force, which pro-
vides for the collection of statistics, {he Federal Statistics Authorily may issue
to any other authority functioning under any such law such directions as it
may consider necessary for the purposes of this Act.

M. A. HAO,
Sefxetary

CORRIGENDA

Ito the Glzette of Pakistan, Extraordinary, Pol I, dared tlv 21st Octobet, 1975,
contatning Ordinarce No. XX ol 195.1

Page 551 : In the last line, for " knowledeg" read " knowledge ".

,, 553: In line 1l from the bottom, for" wrilir.g" read" writing,".

,, 558 : In line l7 frorn the bottom, /or " licences" read" licencees ".

,, 561 : Inline23, for" ln14" rcad" ln line 14".

,, 562: In line 9 from the bottom, for"Pgae" read" Page".
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