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Acts, Ordinances, President's Orders and R€gulationf

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECR.ETARIAT

Isllntabad. the 15th Jtu1e. 1976

The following Acts of Parliament received the assent of the President on
thc 4th June. 1976, and are hereby published lor general information:-

ACT No. XLI or. 1976

An Act to qntend the Crinirnl Law ,4ntendnrent (Speciul Court) Act, 1976

WHEREAS it is exp€dient further to amend the Criminal [,aw Amendment
'(Special Coun) Act, 1976 (XVII of 1976), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows :-
l. Short title, ext€trt and commencement.-( I ) This Act may be called the

Criminal Law Amendment (Special Court) (Amendment) Act, 1976.

(2) It extends to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. -Am€ndm€nt of sectiorr 5, Act XYtr of 1976.-In the Criminal Law
Amendment (Special Court) Acl, 1976 (XVII of 1976), hereinafter referred to as
the said Act, in section 5, in sub-section (3),-

(a) after the words " list of ". the words " accused persons or " shall be
inserted ; and

(b) in clause (b), after the words " names of ", the words " accused
persons or " shall be inserted.

-. 3. Amendment of section 6, Act XV ot 1976.-In the said Act, in sec.
rion 6, in sub-section (1),-

(a) after clause (c), the following new clause shail be inserted, namely:-
" (cc) it any accused is added to the list of accused persons referred to

in sub-section (1) of sectiotr 5 after the exarirination of any
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(b) a creditor of an industrial uudertaking refered to in clause (a) may
repatriate foreign currency ioans approved by the Federal Govern'
ment and interest thereon rn accoldance with the terms and condi-
tioDs of the said loan:

Provided that nothing in this section shall affect the terms of
the permission to make such investment granted to a foreign investor
before thc commencement of this Act.

7. Remittances by foreign employees.-Forcign nationals employed with the
approval of the Federal Goyernmeni in any induslrial undertaking having foreign
private investment may make remittances lor thg maintenatrce of their dependents
in accordance with the rules, regulations or orders issued by the Federal Govern-
ment or the State Bank of Pakistan.

8. Tax concession and ayoidmce of tlouble taxation.-(1) Tte Federal
Government may allow such concessions to industrial undertakings having
foreign private investment as may be admissible under any law for the time being
in forcr.

(2) Foreign private investment shall not be subject to other or more burden-
some taxes on income than those applicable to investment made in similar cir-
cumstanc€s by citizens of Pakistan.

(3) Foreign private invesl.ment shall be allowed all the tax coucqssions which
may be admissible on the basis of any agreement for avoidance of double taxatioa
which the Government of Pakistan may have entered into with the Govertrment
of the country of origin oI such investmenl.

9. Equal heafu€nt Industrial urdertakings having foreign private invest-
ment shall be accorded the same treatment as is accorded to similar industrial
undertakings having no such inyestment in the application of laws, rulqs and
regulations relating to importation and exportalion of goods-

10. Removel of diffculties.-It any dimculty arises in giving effect to any
provisions oI this Act, the Federal Govemment may make such order, not
incousistent with the provisions of this Act, as may appear to it to be necessary
for the purpose of removing the difficulty:

Provided that no such power shall be exercised after the expiry of one year
from the commencement of this Act.

11. Power to make rules.-The Federal Government may, by notification in
the omcial Gazette, make ruler for carrying out the purposes of this Act, and
such rules may, among other matters, provide for the employmetrt of Pakistani
aDd foreigr nationals ir industrial undertakings having foreign privale itrvesfinert.

^ _.11. Repeal.-1'he Foreign Private Investment (Promotion and protection)
Ordinance, ls76 (XIV of 1976). is hereby repealed.

AC'I No. XLIII oF 1975

An Aat to provide lor restrictiotls ott tiowrv and brida! giJts

-- WHEREAs it is expedient to provide for restrictions on dowry and bridalgifu and tor matters coElected therewith or ancillary thcreio;
It is hereby enac0ed as follows:-
1. Short tide, €rtent atrd co.EoenceDert _(l) This Act may be called theDowry and Bridal Gifts (Restriction) Act. 1976-
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(2) It extends to the whole of Pakistan and applies to all citizens ot Pakis-
tan.

(3) It shau come into force at once

I
2. Definitions. In this Act, unless therc is anything repugllant ir1 the subject

or context,-

(a )
'' bridal gift neans alv propert\ !i\cr ir. a gili t)cli)rc. ilt or aftcr
ttre marriage, either directly or hdirectly, by the bridegroom or his
par€nts to the bride in cor)uection with the marriage but does not
include Mehr :

(b) " dowr! " rneans anr property given bcl'orc. ai or after the marriage.
either dtectly or indirectly, to the bride by her parents in connection
wrth the marriage but jt docs not,r,ilrric |rope[, r,'irrch the brtde
may inhcrit under the laws of inheritancc and successiofl applicable
to her :

(c) " malriage" includes betroth l, rtikult and. rukhsuti ;

(d) " parents " includes the guardian of a party to a marriage and any
person who provides for dowry or bridal gifrs and, in thc case of a
party to a marriage who has no parent, or whose marriage is soleru-
nized in circumstanccs in which, or at a place at which, tro parent is
present, such party:

(e) " present " mcans a gift of any propsrty, not being a bridat gift or
dowry, given before, at or after the marriage, either dircctly or in-
directly, to either part), to il mirrriage in conncclion with thc marrixg(
or to the rclativcs ol the bride or bridcgroom but does not include
trcundra ar,d stlunti :

(l) '' property " means pr()p.:rty. both nlrrcable and immoveable, and
includes any valuable security as deflned in the Pakistan Penal Code
(Act XLI ot 1860); and

(g) " Registrar " means a Nila,ir Registrar licensed under th: Muslim
Family I-aws Ordinance. l96l (VIII of 1961). and such other person
ls may be desiqnaied frorr time to tirnc to perform the functions of
the Registrar.

lvy

3. Restrictior on dowry, preserts ald bridal gifls. -(l) Neither the aggregat.
value ol the dowry and presents giler1 to the bridc b) her parents nor th
aggregate value of the brrdal gifts or of the prescnts giyen to the bridegroon
shall exceed five thousand rupees:

Explunutiott. The ceilrng of five thousand rupees specifred in this sul.
thlt the dowry, bridal gifts and presents ot
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4. ResEic$on on presents-No person shall give to either party to the
marriage any present the value of which exceeds one hundred rupees :

hovided that the limit of one hundred shall not apply to the presents given
to the bridegroom by the parents of the bride under sub-scction (l) of section 3 :

Provided further that the President, the Prime Minister, Federal Minister,
Chiet Milister, Milister, Minister of State, Advis€r, Governor, Speaker, Deputy
Speaker, the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman oI the Senare, Parliamentary
Secretary, Member of the Senate, National Assembly or Provincial Assembly,
Government servant or an omcial serviog in atry corporation, industry or establish-
ment owned, controlled or managed by Governmetrt shall trot r€ceiye any presetrt
in connection with his marriage or the mairiage of his son or daughter exc€pt
ftom his relations (khandan) :

Provided further that this restriction shall not apply to a Gov€rtrmetrt
servaat or official servilg in the scalo below National Pay Scale 17 not exercis-
iog il any maoner judicial, revenue or ex€cutive authority.

5. Yestiry ot dowry etc., in the bride.-All property givcn as dowry or bridal
gifts and aI property given to the bride as a present shall vest absolutely ia the
bride and her interest in property however derived shall hereafter not be restric-
trYe, conditional or limited.

6. Extrlenditure on marriage.-The total expendituc on a marriage, exclu-
{ing the value of dowry, bridal gilts and presents, but itrcluding the expenses

on menhdi, bauat alld valina, incwel. by or on behalf of either party to the
marriage shall not exceed two thousand and five hundred rupees.
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(b) sigacd or thumb-marked the persons furnis thcm to the
and attested by a st two witnesses.

4) parents of each to a marriage shall fur sh to ttre Registrar
Iexlrnditure incurred n the marriage, duly sign or thumb-marked

onc rt&them
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with, any provrsron ot thrs Act or the rules made thereunder shall be punishable
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six
months, or with fire(@r with both, and
the dowry, bridal gifts or presents giveo or accepted in contravention of the pro-
visions of this Act shal be forfeited to the Federal Government to bE util2ed for
the marriage of poor girls in such a way as may be prescribed by rules made
under this Act :

Provided that if both the parenls of a party to the marriage contravene, or
fail to comply with, any provision of this Act or the rules made thereundcr,
action under this section shall be taken only against the father:

Provided further that if the parent who contravenes, or fails to comply
with, any provision of this Act or the rules mado thereunder is a female, shall
be punishable with fine only.

' (2) Any offence punishable under this Act shall be triable only by a Family
Court established under the West Pakistan Family Courts Act, 1964 (W. P. Act
No. XXXV of 1964).

(3) No Family Court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under
this Act except upon a complaint in writirf made by, or under the authority of,
the Deputy Commissioner within nine months from the date of nikah, and if
rukhsati tzkes place some time after nikah, from the date of sluclr rukhsati.

A
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(4) While trying an offence punishable under this Act, a Family Court shall
follow the procedure prescribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure. 189& (Act

"to: "j"'.fl Jf St'J"l;i;j':ii'-r"o1yr coYorn'Gtttr la !P'ot
r.otth.I.l.gbejc"rct.rI.rrttory'anilaF'rovlncl
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lotltlcrtto! :.o iiliiri"lal cazottr, cak' rul" t
-.iiirris oui th' pnrpo"t of .:b+:..1"t' ',,.o. ior.r"un llowry (Prohibition on Display) Act, 1967

(West Pakistatr Act No. XVI of 1967) and the North-West Frontier hovim€
Dowry Act, 1972 (I{.W.F.P. Act No. IX of 1972), are hereby repealed.

\.$.\ 6-[.x<ru '] rra" .




