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[TU'EE INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE]

-
BILL
further to amend the Musiim Family Laws Ordinance, 961

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the provisions of the Muslim Family
Laws Ordinance, 1961(0Ordinance Mo, VIII of 15961) for the purposes hereinafter
appearing; '

It is hereby enacted as follows, -

1. Short title, extent and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the
Muslim Family Laws [Amendment) Act, 2020.

{2) It shall extend to the Islamabad Capital Termitory.
(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Substitution of section 5 of Ordinance Nao. VIII of 1961.- [n the
Muslim Family Laws 1961 {(Ordinance Mo.NMIIT of 1961), for section 5, the lollowing
shall be substituted, namely: -

" Compulsory registration of marriages.- (1) Every marriage
solemnized under Muslim Law shall be reqistered In accordance with the
provisions of this Ordinance,

(2) For the purposes of registration of marriages under this
Ordinance, the Family courts shall act as Nikkah Reqistrars.

(3) Every marriage shall, for the purpose of registration under
this Ordinance, be reparted to the nearest Nikkah Registrar by the person
who has solemnlzed such marriage within thirty days of its having done so.

(4} Whoever contravenes the provislons of sub-section (3) shall
be punishable with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to
one year, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with
baoth.

(3) The Nikkah Registrar to whom marriage is reported shall
record the statements of the spouses (o salisly himselffhersell as to
solemnization of marriage.

(G) Once the Nikkah Registrar s satlsfied as to existence of
marrlage, he shall Issud a NikKash card to each of the spouses, on payment
of regulsite fee, and the Nikkah card so issueg shall be conclusive proof of
the existence of & valid marriage,
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(7} The Nikkah Registrar shzil also report the reglstration of
marriage to the Unien Coundil concerned.

(8) The form of Nikkah card, the registers to be malntalned by
Nikah Registrars, the records to be preserved by Unlon Councils, the
manner In which marriages shall be reglistered and the Nikkah cards shall be
supplled to the partles, and the fees to he charged therefor, shall be such as
may be prescribed.

(a) Any person may, on payment of the prescribed fee, If any,
Inspect at the office of the Unian Council the record preserved under sub-
section (8), or obtain a copy of any entry therain.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

In Pakistan, many marriages are not registered. Even if they were the
registration process Is so casval and performed before such ordinary office bearers
that Il leaves enocugh space for retraction. As a resuit, all women, those who are
married and those who may marry, are vulnes able to being betrayed by men who
manipulate the technicality of marital requirements to sult their desires for new or
more wives, The marrlages are entered into and then denounced as a matter of
routine. Leaving alone general public, this trend of denying marriages has also been
witnessed in the political circles. It not only damages future Iife of women bul also
amounts to mockery of the Muslim Famlly Law according to which marriage Is a
sacred contract,

r.i A revival of love and compasslon as the foundation of all marrlages would
require an end 1 such secrecy and denial In marriages. It Is, therefore, imperative
to have mar iges registered in the courts instead of Its registration before the
ordinary’ Nikkah-Reglstrars. The sancuty and presumption of correctness attached
io proceedings o f the court would be 2 better check on repudiation of marriages.

3, This Bill Is designed to achieve above objective.
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