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REPORT OF THE SENATE HOUSE COORDINATING COMMITTEE
TO OVERSEE THE GENERAL ELECTIONS, 2018

SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (VOL-I)
PRESENTED IN THE HOUSE ON 27" AUGUST, 2018

Reference the decision of the Chairman Senate, after detailed deliberations on the General
Elections 2018 in the House on 12th July 2018, wherein Senator A. Rehman Malik, Chairman
Senate Standing Committee on Interior was appointed as a Coordinator / Focal Point to
“Oversee the General Elections 2018” and accordingly he was empowered to proceed in it and
to coordinate with the concerned departments.

Accordingly five meetings on the subject matter were held on 28" May, 2018, 19" July, 2018,
20" July, 2018, 24™ July, 2018 and 8" August, 2018 respectively. The agendas of the meetings
are reproduced as under:-

1) Agenda Item Discussed On 28th May, 2018:

“The detail of the measures being taken to ensure external and internal security of the
polling stations during Elections,2018".

2) Agenda Items Discussed On 19th July, 2018:

i Briefing on the Security arrangements made for Voters, Candidates, Electoral Staff and
the Vicinity/Locations of the Polling Stations on the Election’s Day, 2018.

il. Briefing by the NACTA on security measures taken for the Heads of the Political Parties
and other Political Leadership in the light of recent Security Threats.

3) Agenda items discussed on 20th July, 2018:

“Briefing by the FIA on the action to be taken on spreading disinformation, derogatory
remarks against the Institutions, Political Parties, individuals and the complaints
received under Cyber Crime Act. (The point raised by some Members of the
Committee that some elements are going scot-free and there is no proper deterrence
against those who are involved in the negative / immoral use of the Social Media”.

4) Agenda item discussed on 24th July, 2018:

“Briefing by the FIA on the action to be taken on spreading disinformation, derogatory
remarks against the Institutions, Political Parties, Individuals and the complaints
received under Cyber Crimes Act:-
(This point was raised by Honourable Senator Muhammad Ateeq Sheikh in the
meeting of the Committee held on 19" July, 2018 that some elements are
going scot-free and there is no proper deterrence against those who are
involved in the negative/immoral use of the Social Media)”

5) Agenda item discussed on 08" August, 2018:

“Discussion on the complaints and reservations expressed by the Political Parties,
Media and General Public on the conduct of General Elections, 2018".
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All the recommendations made in the said meetings of the Committee were incorporated in the
minutes of the meetings separately. (Copies of all minutes of the meettnI_ gs are attached in this report).

PRE - ELECTION MEETINGS HELD ON 19™ & 20" JuLY, 2018:

The meeting of the Interior Committee held on 19th July, 2018 emerged into a larger
Committee by inviting all the available Members of the House |as Special Invitees/Coopted
Members. Senator A. Rehman Malik, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Interior
personally contacted Secretary Defence, with the request to have a Senior Representative of
GHQ nominated to brief the Committee on the Security plan chalked out by the Pakistan Army
for the Election’s Day, i.e. 25th July, 2018.

The Secretary Interior, Secretary Election Commission of Pg
Representative of the GHQ (Maj. Gen. Asif Ghafoor), Chairman P
NACTA, D.G.FIA, Chairman NADRA, Chief Commissioner Islamabad, Home Secretaries of all
Provinces and I.G.Ps of Islamabad, Punjab, Balochistan, Sindh and KPK attended the meeting
and briefed the Committee in detail. Thereafter, the forum was given to the Hon’ble Members /
Coopted Members to ask questions on the briefings given by all above Stakeholders. (Copy of the
minutes attached).

istan, Secretary Defence,
MRA, National Coordinator

DISCUSSIONS ON THE MISUSE OF SOCIAL MEDIA:

On the pointation of some of the Members, the matter pertaining to misuse of social media
was taken into consideration and the directions were given to FIA/PTA to submit the detail of
the cases wherein the candidates of the Political parties were| directly hit with negativity
affecting the election process. The FIA informed the Committee fin the meeting held on 20"
July, 2018 that they had undertaken inquiry into the complaints received. The Committee
reviewed the progress made by FIA and appreciated for doing professional job. FIA was further
directed to complete the inquiries and ensure the legal action against those who found
involved in spreading disinformation against the politicians and other personalities.

The Committee recommended that FIA and PTA to form a Joint Cell for immediate redressal of
complaints regarding spread of abusive material on social media and to enhance the capacity of
Cyber Crimes Cell. In pursuance of the recommendation of the Committee, PTA and FIA have

nominated their Focal Persons to coordinate against Cyber Crimes in the country. (Copy of the
minutes attached)

DISCUSSIONS ON SECURITY RELATED ISSUES:

Maj. Gen. Asif Ghafoor, Representative of GHQ, briefed the Commiittee on the security matters
as to how the Pak Army will provide security to the Voters, Qandidates, Polling Staff and
Vicinities of Polling Stations. He ensured the Committee that foolproof security will be provided
as 371,388 troops to be deployed on the Polling Stations across the country. The
Representative of the GHQ stated “Pakistan Army do not have any link with the Elections; we
are only working on the election commission's directives to improve the law and order situation
and to secure the polling station. We do not have any direct or indirect role in poll processes”.
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The Chairman Committee after hearing the briefing appreciated the Representative of Pakistan
Army and instructed the Police to ensure foolproof security in the coordination with the
Pakistan Army to the Heads of the Party, Candidates, Polling Staff and vicinities during the
General Elections, 2018. The Home Secretaries and |.G.Ps of all Provinces were also directed to
take immediate measures on the following points:-

i.  Provision of Security to the Voters, Candidates, Electoral Staff and the
Vicinity/Locations of the Polling Stations on the Election’s Day, 2018.

ii. Police should ensure “Violence- Free” Polls on the Election’s Day.

The Committee recommended that Ministry of Interior to direct all the Provincial Governments
to make arrangements for installation of maximum number of CCTV Cameras operational as
desired by the Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan.

It was reported by NACTA that there are serious threats to Heads of the Political Parties and
other 65 politicians. The NACTA to share the threat alerts list with Heads of all the Political
Parties and individual under threats and with the Senate Standing Committee on Interior for
information of the House. It was also directed that district level committees should be formed
to coordinate with NACTA and coordination level should be raised between NACTA, ECP,
Provincial Governments and Heads of Political Parties. (Copy of the minutes attached)

DIRECTIONS BY THE COMMITTEE ON USE OF ABUSIVE LANGUAGE BY THE POLITICAL LEADERS
DURING THEIR ELECTION CAMPAIGNS/JALSAS:

The Committee recommended that all Parties should be directed to follow the code of conduct
of the General Elections, 2018. The Election Commission should take cognizance of the abusive
language used by some Political Leaders against their opponents and action under Code of
Conduct of ECP should be taken against those who used abusive language. The Election
Commission of Pakistan informed the Committee that inquiries are already initiated against
those who have reportedly used abusive language and action will be taken accordingly. (Copy of
the minutes attached).

RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMMITTEE TO RELEASE THE POLITICAL WORKS/LEADERS WHO
WERE ARRESTED DURING THE RALIES OF POLITICAL PARTIES:

On the point raised by Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi and Senator Sadia Abbasi, the
Committee recommended that cases registered against Senator Zafar-ul-Haq and Former Prime
Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi , Senator Javed Abbasi and Senator Ch. Tanveer should be
withdrawn and all political workers arrested on 13th July, 2018 should be released,
immediately. (Copy of the minutes attached).

DIRECTIONS GIVEN TO PEMRA FOR ALLOCATING ATLEAST 3 MINUTES FOR PUBLIC
AWARENESS FOR CASTING OF VOTE:

The Committee recommended that PEMRA to direct all the Private TV Channels to dedicate
atleast 3 minutes daily for Public Awareness to motivate the voters to come out of their houses
on 25th July and vote for the future of Pakistan. (Copy of the minutes attached.)
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POST - ELECTIONS MEETING HELD ON 8™ AUGUST, 2018:

During the meeting of the Committee held on g™ August, 2018 the caretaker Minister of
Interior, Mr. Azam Khan overwhelmingly appreciated the role|of the Committee to have
pointed out important issues pertaining to General Elections, 2018} He informed the Committee
that Pakistan Army, Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs), Election Commission of Pakistan, Police
and all other Stakeholders were provided guidelines in pursuance of the recommendations of
the Committee. He was of the opinion that the security situation femained satisfactory and no
unwanted/tragic incident of security lapse was reported. Responding to the question on the
non-availability of Form-45 raised by the Committee, he informed the Committee that there
was no negative intention on the part of any department. It happened due to the shortage of
Form-45 which has also been pointed out by various political parties. The Committee asked the
Election Commission of Pakistan to submit a detail report on the non-availability of the Form-45
before the next meeting of the Committee. (Copy of the minutes attdched)

INFORMAL MEETING:

The Committee also held an informal meeting on 32 August, 2018 to discuss the post General
Elections, 2018 scenario and to discuss the way forward for finalizing the recommendations of
the Committee to constitute a Judicial Commission or Parliamentary Commission to probe all
the complaints and reservations expressed by various Political .'."ies, reported in media and

expressed by general public pertaining to the General Elections, 2018

LETTERS WRITTEN BY THE COMMITTEE:

Following letters were written by the Committee on the issués relating to Post Elections
Scenario (Copies of the letters are attached in this report):

Pakistan on 26™ July, 2018
5 and ousting of Polling Agents

1) The Committee wrote a letter to the Election Commission
regarding failure of RTS/RMS Systems, non-availability of Fol
from the Polling Station on the Polling Day i.e. 25" July, 2018.

2) In compliance of the Committee’s letter, the ECP has written a |etter to the Cabinet Division to
hold an inquiry into the subject matter.

3) The Committee sent a letter on 6" August, 2018 to the IGPs, retary Homes and Secretary
ECP, Secretary Law & Justice Division to submit a report on the discovery of Ballot Papers on the
roadsides, dust bins, garbage, class rooms of the Polling Stationsjand other public places.

4) A letter was also written to Chairman, NADRA for submitting re on failure of RTS System and
PTCL services as Internet service provider.

5) The Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Interior has inforn
the Committee to oversee the General Elections, 2018, through

about the progress made by
letter to Chairman Senate.

The Report of the Committee is submitted in the House containing detailed discussions /
recommendations made by the Committee in the meetings. Thé Report may be distributed
among the Leader of House, Leader of the Opposition and all Rarliamentary Leaders of the
Political Parties, all Members of the House for their perusal, please

(TANVIR AHMED)
D.G./ Secretary Committee
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(Volume - 1)

‘BRIEF SUMMARY’
OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

The special meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Interior was held under the
Chairmanship of Senator A. Rehman Malik here at the Parliament House on Thursday and
was attended by Senator Rana Magbool Ahmed, Senator Javed Abbasi, Senator Kulsoom
Perveen and Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh as members and Senator Saadia Abbasi,
Senator Begum Najma Hameed, Senator Muhammad Ali Khan Saif and Senator Sitara Ayaz
as special invitees. Secretary Interior, Secretary Defence, Secretary Election Commission of
Pakistan, National Coordinator NACTA, Chairman PEMRA, Chairman NADRA, Home
Secretaries and IGPs from all provinces and IGP and Chief Commissioner Islamabad among

others.

Major General Asif Ghafoor attended the meeting as representative of the General

Headquarters (GHQ), Pakistan Army.

The meeting commenced with the recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman
Committee, in his opening remarks, strongly condemned the recent terrorist attacks in KPK
and Balochistan in which Haroon Bilour and Siraj Raisani were martyred along with their
workers. The Committee expressed grief over the loss of precious lives and heartfelt
condolences with bereaved families and offered Fateha for the departed souls and all other

Shuhdas of the Country.

Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Interior Senator A. Rehman Malik moved a
Resolution which was unanimously adopted by the committee in 2nd session of the

Committee. He read the Resolution as;
‘RESOLUTION’

“The Senate Standing Committee on Interior strongly condemns the recent
deadliest terrorist attacks claimed by Daiesh wherein on July 10, 2018
Shaheed Haroon Bilour and 21 others workers of ANP were martyred in a
suicide attack during his campaign rally in Peshawar and in another terrorist
attack on July 13, 2018 more than 200 workers, including Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP) leader Nawabzada Siraj Raisani, were martyred during his
election campaign rally in Mastung area of Balochistan. The Committee also
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condemns attack on JUIF Leader Akram Khan Durrani in Bannu, in which 4
workers of his Party were martyred in his election campaign rally in Bannu.
This Committee pays rich tribute to the martyrs of the nation, prays for the
departed souls and expresses heartfelt condolences with victim families. The
Committee appreciates the work being carried lout by the Election
Commission of Pakistan to conduct fair, free and transparent Elections on
time under the supervision of Chief Election Commissioner Justice ® Sardar
Muhammad Raza and Members of the Election Commission of Pakistan and
the professional input being rendered by |Mr. Babar Yaqoob
FatehMuhammad, Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan, they may also
endeavor to ensure parity between parties and po
Committee appreciates the assistance committed angd is being given by the
Pakistan Army under the command of COAS, General Qamar Javed Bajwa to
the Election Commission of Pakistan and to the Provincial Governments to
conduct secured and protected Polls by providing best possible security
cover to the voters, candidates, electoral staff and polling vicinities. The
Committee also appreciates the continued commitment of Pak-Army to
safeguard the borders and to counter terrorism a¢ross the country. We
(members) pray for the success of Pak-Army, Police and other law enforcers
in keeping the peace and to protect the voters and the candidates. The
Committee appeals to every Pakistani voter to come dut to vote on 25th July
as part of their national duty to maximize the voters’ turnout. The
Committee expresses serious concern on the recent wave of cross-border
terrorist attacks claimed by Daesh and TTP who on behest of inimical forces
are trying to sabotage the elections and to destabilize the country. The law
enforcer should remain alert and vigilant to counter any such attack by the
enemies of Pakistan. This Committee directs all the Provincial Governments
to follow the Elections SOPs issued by Election Commission of Pakistan as per
the code of conduct under Election Act 2017 to ensurel “VIOLENCE FREE POLL-
DAY” on 25th July.”

Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Interior Senator A. Rehman MaliK in his opening
remarks said “I as a Chairman Senate Standing Committee on IrIe“rior and on behalf of my
Committee Members, would like to express my thanks to Mr.|Sadiq Sanjrani, Chairman
Senate of Pakistan for nominating me as a Coordinator :c::ﬁl Person to review and

monitor the security arrangements pertaining to General El , 2018".

The Chairman Committee stated that 25thJuly, 2018 is very important day in our national
history when the nation is going to choose their representatives for the next five years in
the national and provincial assemblies of the country. He appealged the nation on behalf of
the Senate of Pakistan and Committee and all the participants to please come out of homes

and cast vote on July 25th as a prime national responsibility.
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The Chairman Committee stated that nation has suffered for years at the hands off anti-
Pakistan forces, terrorists and now Daesh. He stated that emergence of terrorism is an
international phenomena which emerged from Iraq supported by the west and now by India
and Afghanistan. Therefore the meeting was aimed at to make the day “Violence Free”. He

said our today meeting may be marked as “MEETING FOR VIOLENCE FREE POLL-DAY".

BRIEFING BY REPRESENTATIVE OF GHQ:-

While paying thanks to the Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa for sending
Pakistan Army representative to apprise the Committee on security arrangements on polling
day by Pakistan Army, Chairman Committee Senator A. Rehman Malik asked the Major
General Asif Ghafoor for the briefing. GHQ representative Maj. Gen Asif Ghafoor rejected
the notion that the security forces have any direct role in how the July 25 elections will
unfold. He said that the Pakistan Army personnel are only following the Election
Commission of Pakistan's code of conduct to provide foolproof security during the elections
and on polling day. He said that Pak-Army extends full support to Election Commission of
Pakistan to make the Election Violence Free. He categorically said that there were some
rumours that army personnel had been issued 'different' orders — this is completely

baseless.”

Major General Asif Ghafoor also said with clarity that we (Pakistan Army troops) do not have
any link with the elections; we are only working on the election commission's directives to
improve the law and order situation and to secure the polling station. We do not have any
direct or indirect role in poll processes. He said that army troops to be deployed at polling
stations during elections will follow the code of conduct of the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) in letter and spirit. Major General Ghafoor added that the armed forces have
always lent support to civil institutions adding that the security situation is being improved

in the entire country to hold elections.

It was informed to the Committee that "Three hundred and seventy one thousand” Army
soldiers will be deployed at the countrywide polling stations and the army is also performing
its duty for safe transportation of ballots papers and boxes. "The security of political

candidates is the responsibility of the Government of Pakistan and the ECP’ he added. He
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said that we are assisting the election commission for sefurity during polling and

unfortunately, until the police's abilities improve, we will also have to do police duty and we

move the troops as and when Government requisitions our servic

Responding to a question by Senator A. Rehman Malik about [coordination with Afghani

government, the Army Representative said that Pakistan has Been assured of reciprocal
support from the Afghan side on the security front and has assufed us about the closure of
border during elections. "When the elections took place §n Afghanistan, we took
extraordinary measures on this side of the border. This time, the Afghan President phoned
Pakistan Prime Minister and the Army Chief to assure us of _"ir cooperation, said Maj.

General Asif Ghafoor”.

GHQ representative Maj. General Ghafoor expressed his thanks to the Parliament, Chairman
and the members of the Committee for giving an opportunity t@ present a briefing on the

role of Pakistan Army to ensure a foolproof security during General Elections, 2018.

Senator Kalsoom Parveen asked as to whether the armed forces have been imparted any

training to perform their duty during the Elections. GHQ esentative informed the
Committee that all Army Personnel have been provided training as per Code of Conduct
issued by Election Commission of Pakistan. When asked by PML-N Senator Kulsoom Parveen
to disclose the number of troops being deployed in Balochistan. The GHQ representative
said: "Leave the planning side to us; we know how many troops have to be deployed where.
We have analyzed every place from a security point of view. We hiave made deployments as

per the need in Balochistan.

The Committee overwhelmingly expressed satisfaction on the briefing given by the GHQ

representative Maj. General Asif Ghafoor regarding the role of| Pak Army during General

Elections, 2018. The Chairman Committee Senator A. Rehnr: Malik also expressed
satisfaction and assured that the Parliament is to provide its [fullest support in holding

General Elections, 2018 in free, fair and transparent manner.
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BRIEFING BY THE SECRETARY,
ELECTION COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN:

The Chairman SSC on Interior asked the Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan Mr.
Baber Yagoob Fateh Muhammad to inform the Committee about the measures taken or
being taken to ensure foolproof security for voters, candidates, electoral staff and the
locations of polling stations on Elections day, 2018. The Chairman remarked that foolproof

security measures be taken for safe printing, transportation of ballot papers / boxes.

The Secretary Election Commission informed the Committee that they had already
announced 25th July, 2018 for General Elections, 2018. He stated that the primary role of
the Election Commission is to hold general elections in a free, fair and transparent
manner. The Secretary ECP emphasized that the Election Commission of Pakistan is the
sole authority to conduct elections and ECP is performing its duties under the Elections

‘Code of Conduct’ and ‘Election Act, 2017’.

He stated that the Election Commission of Pakistan had held extensive meetings with all
Provincial Governments to ensure internal and external security of the polling stations. He
informed that 85,000 polling stations have been setup all over the country for which about
350,000 policemen will be deputed for security on the Elections Day. Apart from this, Army,
Rangers or F.C. can also be called on for sensitive polling stations. The Secretary ECP
informed the Committee that CCTV Cameras will be installed in 20,000 sensitive polling
stations in the country. The Chairman Committee remarked that all 85,000 polling stations
should have been facilitated with CCTV cameras. The Secretary ECP also informed the

Committee that the Election Material has been dispatched all over the country.

Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh pointed out that the social media is being used for
spreading disinformation, derogatory remarks against the institutions, political parties and
individuals but no action is being taken against such users by the Election Commission of
Pakistan, FIA, PEMRA and PTA. The Chairman remarked that negative use of social media is
a very serious matter, for which a separate meeting will be held on 20th July, 2018 and this
matter would be discussed in the detail. Secretary, ECP said that actions have already been
taken on complaints of hate speeches and use of abusive language by some politicians.

Senator A. Rehman Malik advised the ECP to take stern actions against those who violate
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the ECP code of conduct and use abusive language/remarks against any political opponents.

ECP secretary ensured that Elections will held free, fair, transpafent and peaceful with the

help of candidates, people of Pakistan and all institutes of the state.

Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh also pointed out that there as some rumours on social
media that a “Symbol of Grave” has also been allotted to a candidate. The Secretary, ECP
categorically rejected the fake news spread on social media regarding allotment of symbol
of Grave to any candidate. He stated that full authority has been delegated by ECP to the

ROs to allot Symbols to the Political Parties / Independent candidates.

The Secretary, ECP requested that CCTV cameras may be mate operational across the
country for vigilances and surveillances. Chairman Senate Standing Committee Senator A.
Rehman Malik directed the Interior Ministry to direct all the pravincial home departments
as well as IGPs to take cognizance of these serious concerns bf ECP. Secretary Election
Commission of Pakistan strongly countered the notion that ECP is playing a biased role,
saying such comments are hurtful as ECP is intended to conduct free, fair and transparent
elections under Article 218 of the Constitution of Pakistan. He responded to the observation

of senator Sadia Abbasi that election commission is acting biased and not playing its role.
He said that nation will be celebrating 25th July as Democracy Day.

Senator A. Rehman Malik said that this Committee highly apprekiates the role of ECP and
stands by it and extends full support of the Parliament to conduct free, fair and transparent

elections.

Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi stated that arrest of political workers on the pretext of

law and order situation is a pre-poll rigging. A number of palitical workers have been
arrested and cases have been registered against them when they were participating in the
rally on 13thJuly, 2018 to express their solidarity with PML N leadership. He stated that the
credibility of a fair, free and transparent General Elections is at stake because specific party
leaders are been targeted. Even cases have been registered agajnst Senator Raja Zafar-ul-
Haq and Former Prime Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi. The Chairman directed that the
cases against Senator Zafar-ul-Haq and Former Prime Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi should

be withdrawn and all political workers arrested on 13th July, 2018/should be released.
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Senator Sitara Ayaz remarked that the implementation of the Code of Conduct should be
ensured without any discrimination and she expressed her concern on the recent wave of

terrorism.

BRIEFING BY NACTA:

National Coordinator NACTA Dr. Suleman Khan briefed the committee about possible
threats to various political parties and candidates during their election campaigns and on
polling-day. He said there are 65 threat alerts for various politicians across the country and
most of the threats alerts are from across the border. He said that the new perception after
the death of TTP chief Mullah Fazalullah that TTP has gone weaken is proving wrong
especially when the elections are commencing and the environment is highly charged and

motivated.

The National Coordinator NACTA informed the Committee that the mandate of the NACTA is
to coordinate with all Government Departments in sharing information on threat alerts. He
stated that during the Elections the security situation becomes more sensitive as they have
to coordinate from grass root level. He stated that the country was facing challenges of
extremism, changed environment and Electioneering process in the country. The Chairman
remarked that Committees be formed on district level to coordinate with NACTA and he
further directed that the names of those under threat may be communicated to the

respective head of the political party for their information.

The Chairman SSC on Interior Senator A. Rehman Malik expressed that the briefings
presented by the GHQ Representative, Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan, Ministry
of Interior and Ministry of Defence have been highly satisfactory. He directed the Ministry of
Interior to present the report on registration of cases against Senator Raja Zafar-ul-Haq and
Former Prime Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi and all political workers within 03 days. The
Chairman apprised the participants of the security threat posed by terrorist organizations
and warned that the Daesh (ISIS) has reached this region and the RSS is supporting them. He
further elucidated that the RSS, which was committing terrorist attacks in the name of
Pakistan, has been declared as a terrorist organization by United States of America. It was
indeed a moment of achievement for the government and the people of Pakistan. The

Chairman directed the Ministry of Interior to request on behalf of our state, wherein the
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ruthless activities of RSS should be exposed, making an official ;fmrd of their crimes and a

case of war criminal against PM Modi be moved in the International court.

Senator A. Rehman Malik advised NACTA to formulate the new 50Ps for peaceful elections

accordingly the threats and as advised by this committee in its earlier meetings. He
expressed that Le) and TTP are emerging in a new shape of ':'aish about which he had
disclosed back in 2014 that Daish exists in Pakistan but no actiohs was taken then. He said
till we do not smash the heads of TTP and LeJ, a peaceful Pakistan will remain just a dream.
Afghanistan to hand over

Pakistan, TTP’s new chief

He asked the government to immediately ask the government
us the chief of terrorists i.e Khalid Khurasani- chief of Daish o
Mufti Noor Wali and escaped suicide bomber lkramullah who most wanted in Shaheed

Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto’s martyrdom case as they all are hiding in Afghanistan.

Senator A. Rehman Malik said that Afghanistan soil is being used|against Pakistan and there

is nexus of RAW and NDS under the leadership of Indian Prime 'i'nister Narendra Modi. He
said that India is leaving no stone unturned to destabilise Paki‘s-lu and according to reports
it will use inimical force to sabotage electoral process th '__h terrorism. Senator A.
Rehman Malik further said that India is trying to create u;edge__'__etween' the provinces by
using terrorism as tool in KPK and Balochistan however as a nation we stand together on
page. “Today meeting is the best demonstration of Civil-Military ideal relationship when it

comes to the national security of Pakistan” said Senator A. Rehman Malik.

BRIEFING BY PEMRA:

Chairman Senate Standing Committee Senator A. Rehman Malik inquired the Chairman
PEMRA as what measures the PEMRA has taken so far to block the derogatory
advertisements containing foul and humiliating language agdinst opponents political
parties. Chairman PEMRA said that actions in this regard have|been taken and ads with
derogatory remarks and foul language have been blocked. Senator A. Rehman Malik
directed the Chairman PEMRA to direct all the TV channels to dedicate specific time and
space for public awareness message on Election that public can be motivated and mobilized

to cast the vote.
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Inspector General Police and Home Secretary Balochistan briefed the committee about the
deadliest terror attack in Mastung in which more than 200 people were martyred. They
informed the committee that suicide bomber was recognized as Hafiz Nawaz hailing from
Abbotabad and further investigation is underway. They informed that the local

administration had no prior information about holding of corner meeting by the candidate.

Senator A. Rehman Malik said that he and the committee members salutes the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan for their countless sacrifices against war on terror. He
said “My heart goes out to the victim families of terrorism and | strongly recommend that

compensation package should be fixed equal to the victims of all provinces”.

BRIEFING ON PESHAWAR SUICDE ATTACK:

The additional IGP KPK briefed the committee about the blast in Peshawar in which ANP
leader Haroon Bilour and 21 workers of his party were martyred. He told the committee
that the JIT was formed soon after the incident and facilitator is arrested from Hangu and
further investigation is under way. He said that local administration and police were not
informed prior to the corner meeting of ANP. “The incident would have been averted if the

administration had been informed well before the meeting,” he added.

BRIEFING ON MASTUNG SUICE BLAST:

Inspector General of Police Mohsin Hassan Butt briefed the committee about the deadliest
terror attack in Mastung in which Shaheed Siraj Raisani along with his more than 200
workers were martyred. He informed the committee that suicide bomber was recognized as
Hafiz Nawaz hailing from Abbottabad and further investigation is underway. “The suicide
bomber was part of Daesh and had been affiliated with the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) as well

and facilitators of the attack have also been detected,” The IG Balochistan informed.
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— REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING ! FGMMITTEE ON INTERIOR

BRIEFING BY IG POLICE ISLAMABAD:

IG Police Islamabad Mr. Jan Muhammad briefed the meeting and said adequate measures

have been taken to make the polling day peaceful across the CT. He said that as Imran
issued for him therefore

Khan is contesting election from NA-5 and threat alert has bee
bad Police.

adequate security per his satisfaction is provided to him by Islam:

BRIEFING BY SECRETARY INTERIOR:

At the end of the meeting, Secretary Interior informed the'com_:'i_t'-tee that regular meeting

are being held with all stakeholders through video conferences about the security situation
across the country. He said that Ministry of Interior is in close coprdination with ECP and all
provincial governments and is ensuring peaceful conduction Df-:lections. He said they are
trying their best to implement the code of conduct and SOPs framed by the ECP. Senator A.
Rehman Malik said that for better security there is a dire need to work 24 hourly bases and

to remain in direct contact with candidates through local administration.

While concluding the meeting Chairman Senate Standing Comm: ee on Interior Senator A.
Rehman Malik appealed the people of Pakistan to come out and vote on July 25th for the
future of the country considering it a prime national duty and re§ponsibly. He said that the

nation is behind Pakistan Army and all other LEAs in war against terrorism.




RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE COMMITTEE IN ITS

MEETINGS HELD ON 19'" & 20'" JULY, 2018:

ii.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

All 85,000 Polling stations should have been facilitated with CCTV cameras.

The Ministry of Interior to direct all the Provincial Governments to arrange to
install maximum number of CCTV Cameras operational as desired by the
Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan.

Cases against Senator Zafar-ul-Haq and Former Prime Minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi , Senator Javed Abbasi and Senator Ch Tanveer should be
withdrawn and all political workers arrested on 13th July, 2018 should be
released.

Committees should be formed on district level to coordinate with NACTA and
coordination level should be raise between NACTA, ECP, Provincial
Governments and Heads of Political Parties.

NACTA to share the threat alerts list (65 alerts) with Heads of all the Political
Parties and individual under threats and Senate Standing Committee on
Interior for information of the August House.

The Government of Pakistan immediately take the issue of handovering of
TTP new Chief Mufti Noor Wali Mehsood, Khalid Khurasani — Head of Daiesh
Pakistan Chapter and lkram Ullah who are hiding in Afghanistan and
operating against Pakistan.

The Ministry of Interior to request on behalf of our state, wherein the ruthless
activities of RSS should be exposed, making an official record of their crimes
and a case of war criminal against Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi may
be filed in the International Court of Justice.

Election Commission should take cognizance of the abusive language used
by some Political Leaders against their opponents and action under Code of
conduct of ECP should be taken against those who use abusive language.

PEMRA to direct all the Private TV Channels to dedicate atleast 3 minutes
daily for Public Awareness to motivate the Voters to come out of the Houses
on 25th July and Vote for the future of Pakistan.

FIA and PTA to form a Joint Cell for immediate redressal of complaints
regarding abusive material of social media and to enhance the capacity of
Cyber Crime Cell.

Stringent action should be taken against negative use of social media.
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SENATE SECRETARIAT
Ak
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR HELD ON
28™ MAY, 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Interior was held on 28" May, 2018 at
10:30 a.m. in Committee Room No. 1, Parliament House, Islamabad, under the Chairmanship of

honorable Senator A. Rehman Malik.

Z The Agenda before the committee was as under: -

i Presentation of report by the Ministry of Interior on the measures taken
to ensure security of under threat officials / persons.

ii. Detailed briefing on the criteria being followed to provide security to
under treat persons.

iii. Detailed Report on the security lapse in defending the sitting Interior
Minister who got injured in an assassination attempt in Narowal.

iv. Detailed report on the functionaries under security threat at present and
the level of security being provided to them.
V. The detail of the measures being taken to ensure external and internal
security of the polling stations during Elections,2018.
vi. Any other items with permission of the Chair.
3. The following members attended the meeting: -
i Senator A. Rehman Malik Chairman
ii. Senator Kalsoom Parveen Member
iii. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Member
iv. Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan Member
V. Senator Muhammad Asad Ali Khan Junejo Member
vi. Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati Member
vii. Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh Member
viii.  Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel Member
ix. Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri Observer
4, The list of participants of the meeting is attached as Annexure-A.
5. The meeting commenced with the recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman

Committee, in his opening remarks, strongly condemned the recent terrorist attacks on
Pakistan Army, Law enforcement agencies and police in Balochistan and expressed grief over
the loss of precious lives. The Chairman expressed his heartfelt condolences with bereaved
families and paid rich tribute to Col. Sohail Abid and all other martyrs who sacrificed their life

for the better tomorrow of Pakistan. On the request of the Chairman, Fateha was offered for all

Shuhdas of the country.






13. The Election Commission will use multiple electoral technologies during the next
Elections. Result Management System (RMS) will be used through mobile phone apps for

accurate, quick and effective communications of polling results.

14. The Secretary Election Commission stated that only the original CNIC holders will
be allowed to exercise the right of the vote. The Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati said
that the staff including security personnel deputed on the polling stations should be provided
facilities of food and transportation by the Election Commission of Pakistan or respective

provincial Government.

1 The Committee expressed its satisfaction on the briefing presented by the
Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan regarding holding General Elections, 2018 in a fair,

free and transparent manner.

16. Thereafter, The Chairman invited Special Secretary, Ministry of Interior to inform
the committee about the criteria and procedure being adopted to provide police security to

individuals facing security threat in the country.

17. The Special Secretary informed the committee that under the direction of the
Supreme Court of Pakistan an “Individual Security Threat Assessment Committee (ISTAC)”
comprising of DIG Security, Islamabad Police, as Chairman and SSP Operations, Islamabad
Police, SSP Security, Islamabad Police, AlG Special Branch, Islamabad Police, Director IS|,
Islamabad, Director IB, Islamabad, Director NACTA, Islamabad, as members has been
constituted to carry out threat assessment of individuals on case to case basis vide Central
Police Office, Islamabad order No.18-198(B)/9838-44/Sec, dated 24.04.2018. The Terms of

Reference of the ISTAC are as under:-

i. To review the threat assessment concerning all the persons from whom the
security has been withdrawn in the light of Honourable Supreme Court of
Pakistan;

ii. To review the case(s) of any other individual(s) whose threat assessment
demands police security;
iii. To review the threat assessment of individual(s) on case to case basis in future.
18. Provision of security to a person is analyzed / assessed on the basis of the factors

whether security threat is due to the following:-

i Service to state;

41



ii. National cause;
iii. Personal reasons;

iv. Political reasons.
19. The Chairman Committee directed that the order of the Supreme Court of
Pakistan should be implemented in letter in sprit. However he disagreed with the assessment

procedure of the said committee.

20. The Chairman suggested that security should be jbvided to those individuals

who have served for the country and they are facing security threat at present as well.

21, The Chairman stated that the case of Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haidri, Former

Deputy Chairman Senate and, presently, holding portfolio of the Sehate Standing Committee on

Religious Affairs, is a glaring example of incompetence of the ISTAC. How it is possible to ignore
the security threat to a person like Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haidri who survived a terrorist attack
in Balochistan. The Chairman remarked that the working of the | AC is not up-to the mark and

satisfactory and there is a need to revisit its policy in accordance w ith the ground realities.

22. The Chairman directed to form a Sub Committee comprising Senator Javed

Abbasi as Convener and Senators Muhammad Ateeq Sheikh apd Muhammad Azam Khan
Musakheil as its members to revisit the formation and the criteria / procedure for assessment

of security threat to vulnerable persons.

23. The Chairman Committee expressed displeasure on|the absence of |. G Police of
Punjab and DPO Narowal in the meeting. He asked Additional Inspector General, Police, Punjab

to inform the Committee about the investigation conducted so|far about the assassination

attempt on Mr. Ahsan Igbal, Minister for Interior during a corner meeting at Narowal. The

Chairman expressed his serious concern on the incident. He rked that the assassination

attempt on the Minister for Interior has raised a question mark gn the level of security being

provided to such high profile personalities.

24. The committee overwhelmingly condemned the |attack and termed it as a
national issue. The Additional I.G.P. informed the Committee that the culprit has been arrested,
Investigation is under process and the report will be presented Before the committee within
next 48 hours. He informed the Committee that five other suspects, supposed to be the

facilitators, are also being investigated. The Chairman took a se iolis view of the leakage of the



video of investigation of the attack. He enquired how many officers and officials have been

suspended for their negligence in performing their duty and leakage of the video. The

Additional 1.G.P. informed the committee that JIT has already working on every aspect of the

lapse of the security.

25.

Responding to questions of the Committee, the Chairman NADRA, informed that

NADRA would provide technical assistance to the ECP for installation of CCTV Cameras in the

polling stations. He stated that NADRA has already prepared up-to-date voter lists all over the

country and provided authentic record of CNICs.

1l

vi.

vii.

viii.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Ministry of Interior and its attached/subordinate departments should
provide fool proof security during General Elections, 2018.

The Law enforcement agencies of the federal and provincial Governments
should ensure internal and external security of the polling stations.

In the backdrop of serious incidents of kidnapping of the candidates and fragile
law & order situation during General Elections, 2013, the federal and provincial
law enforcement agencies should take effective measures to ensure security of
vulnerable persons in Election , 2018.

All the Federal and provincial departments should coordinate with the Election
Commission of Pakistan for safe printing, transportation and custody of the
ballot papers / boxes.

CCTV Cameras should be installed for monitoring the electoral process in all
polling stations to be established across the country if the rules provide to do so.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting including PEMRA should ensure to
launch a campaign on PTV, private TV Channels and electronic / print media for
creating awareness in the public to use their right of vote.

The culprits involved in the assassination attempt on Mr. Ahsan Igbal, Minister of
Interior and those responsible for the leakage of the video of the investigation
should be penalized accordingly.

The Committee recommended to constitute a Sub-Committee with the following
members and TORs:-

i. Senator Javed Abbasi Convener
ii. Senator Muhammad Ateeq Sheikh Member
iii. Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Musakheil Member






SENATE SECRETARIAT

¥kkkkk

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR
HELD ON 19™ JULY, 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 2, PARLIAMENT HOUSE,
ISLAMABAD

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Interior was held on 19" July,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. in Committee Room No. 2, Parliament House, Islamabad, under the
Chairmanship of honorable Senator A. Rehman Malik.

2. The Agenda before the committee was as under: -

i. Briefing on the security and arrangements made for Voters, Candidates,
Electoral Staff and the Vicinity/Locations of the Polling Stations on the
Election’s Day, 2018.

ii. Briefing by the NACTA on security measures taken for the Heads of the
Political Parties and other Political Leadership in the light of resent
Security Threats.

iii. Any other items with permission of the Chair.

3 The following members attended the meeting: -
i Senator A. Rehman Malik Chairman
ii. Senator Kalsoom Parveen Member
iii. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Member
iv. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmed Member
V. Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh Member
vi. Senator Sadia Abbasi On Special Invitation
vii.  Senator Bagum Najma Hameed On Special Invitation
viii. Senator Muhammad Ali Khan Saif On Special Invitation
iX. Senator Sitrar Ayaz On Special Invitation
4. Major General Asif Ghafoor attended the meeting as representative of the

General Headquarters (GHQ), Pakistan Army. The meeting commenced with the
recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman Committee, in his opening remarks,
strongly condemned the recent terrorist attacks in KPK and Balochistan in which Haroon
Bilour and Siraj Raisani were martyred along with their workers. The Committee
expressed grief over the loss of precious lives and heartfelt condolences with bereaved

families and offered Fateha for the departed souls and all other Shuhdas of the Country.



5.
Malik moved a Resolution which was unanimously adopt

Committee. He read the Resolution as;

Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Intlrior Senator A. Rehman

in 2nd session of the

‘RESOLUTION’

The Senate Standing Committee on Interior strongly condemns the recent deadliest
terrorist attacks claimed by Daiesh wherein on July 10, 2018 Shaheed a Haroon Bilour
and 21 others workers of ANP were martyred in a suicide during his campaign rally in
Peshawar and in another terrorist attack on July 13, 2018 more than 200 workers,
including Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) Leader Naabzada Siraj Raisani, were
martyred during his election campaign rally in Mas -..' g area of Balochistan. The
Committee also condemns attack on JUIF Leader Akram Khan Durrani in Bannu, in
which 4 workers of his Party were martyred during his election campaign rally in
Bannu.

This Committee pays rich tribute to the martyrs of the nation, prays for the departed
souls and expresses heartfelt condolences with victim families.

The Committee appreciates the efforts being carried out by the Election Commission
of Pakistan to conduct fair, free and transparent Elections on time under the
supervision of Chief Election Commissioner Justice (R) Sardar Muhammad Raza and
Members of the Election Commission of Pakistan and|the professional input being
rendered by Mr. Babar Yaqoob Fateh Muhammad, Secretary Election Commission of
Pakistan, they may also endeavor to ensure parity between parties and political
persons.

The Committee appreciates the assistance committed and is being given by the
Pakistan Army under the command of COAS, General Qamar Javed Bajwa to the
Election Commission of Pakistan and to the Provincial Governments to conduct
secured and protected Polls by providing best possible|security cover to the voters,
candidates, electoral staff and polling vicinities. The Committee also appreciates the
continued commitment of Pak-Army to safeguard the borders and to counter
terrorism across the country. We (members) pray for the success of Pak-Army, Police
and other law enforcers in keeping the peace and ta protect the voters and the
candidates.

The Committee appeals to every Pakistani voter to cc
part of their national duty to maximize the voters’ turnoi

e out to vote on 25th July as

The Committee expresses serious concern on the recent wave of cross-border terrorist
attacks claimed by Daesh and TTP who on behest of|inimical forces are trying to
sabotage the elections and to destabilize the country. The law enforcers should
remain alert and vigilant to counter any such attack by enemies of Pakistan.

This Committee directs all the Provincial Governments|to follow the Elections SOPs
issued by Election Commission of Pakistan as per the of conduct under Elections
Act 2017 election to ensure “VIOLENCE FREE POLL-DAY oh 25th July”.




6. Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Interior Senator A. Rehman
MaliK in his opening remarks stated “I as a Chairman Senate Standing Committee on
Interior and on behalf of my Committee Members, would like to express my thanks to
Mr. Sadiq Sanjrani, Chairman Senate of Pakistan for nominating me as a Coordinator /
Focal Person to review and monitor the security arrangements pertaining to General
Elections, 2018”. The Chairman Committee stated that 25" July, 2018 is very important
day in our national history when the nation is going to choose their representatives for
the next five years in the national and provincial assemblies of the country. He appealed
the nation on behalf of the Senate of Pakistan and Committee and all the participants to
please come out of homes and cast vote on July 25th as a prime national responsibility.
The Chairman Committee stated that nation has suffered for years at the hands off anti-
Pakistan forces, terrorists and now Daesh. He stated that terrorism is an international
phenomena which emerged from Iraq supported by the West and now by India and
Afghanistan. Therefore the meeting was aimed at to ensure the Elections day “Violence
Free”. He stated that today’s meeting may be marked as “MEETING FOR VIOLENCE FREE
POLL-DAY”,

7. While expressing thanks to the Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed
Bajwa for sending Pakistan Army representative to apprise the Committee on security
arrangements on polling day by Pakistan Army, Chairman Committee Senator A.
Rehman Malik asked the Major General Asif Ghafoor for the briefing. GHQ
representative Maj. Gen Asif Ghafoor rejected the notion that the Pak Army has any
direct role in the Elections. He stated that the Pakistan Army personnel are only
following the Election Commission of Pakistan's Code of Conduct to provide foolproof
security during the elections and on polling day. He stated that Pak-Army extends full
support to Election Commission of Pakistan to make the Election Violence Free. He
categorically clarified that there were some rumours that army personnel had been
issued 'different’ orders — this is completely baseless.” Major General Asif Ghafoor also

informed with clarity that we (Pakistan Army troops) do not have any link with the

3



elections; we are only working on the election commission's |directives to improve the

law and order situation and to secure the polling station. We |[do not have any direct or

indirect role in poll processes. He informed that army to be déployed at polling stations

during elections will follow the Code of Conduct of the Elect 3n Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in letter and spirit. Major General Ghafoor added that the armed forces had
always lent support to civil institutions adding that the security situation is being
improved in the entire country to hold elections. It was infor ned to the Committee that
"Three hundred and seventy one thousand” Army soldier | will be deployed at the
countrywide polling stations and the army is also perfarming its duty for safe
transportation of ballots papers and boxes. "The security of.!}; political candidates is the
responsibility of the Government of Pakistan and the ECP’ he -' dded. He said that we are
assisting the election commission for security during polling and unfortunately, until the
police's abilities improve, we will also have to do police duty and we move the troops as
and when Government requisitions our services. Responding to a question by Senator A.
Rehman Malik about coordination with Afghani government, the Army Representative
said that Pakistan has been assured of reciprocal support from the Afghan side on the
security front and has assured us about the closure of border during elections. "When
the elections took place in Afghanistan, we took extraordinary measures on this side of
the border. This time, the Afghan President phoned Pakistan Prime Minister and the
Army Chief to assure us of their cooperation. Senator Kalsbom Parveen asked as to
whether the armed forces have been imparted any trainl‘ng perform their duty during
the Elections. GHQ representative informed the Committee that all Army Personnel
have been provided special training as per Code of Cohduct issued by Election
Commission of Pakistan. When asked by PML-N Senator Kulsoom Parveen to disclose
the number of troops being deployed in Balochistan. The |GHQ. representative said:
"Leave the planning side to us”. The Committee overwhelmingly expressed satisfaction
on the briefing given by the GHQ representative Maj. General Asif Ghafoor regarding

the role of Pak Army during General Elections, 2018. The Chairman Committee Senator




A. Rehman Malik also expressed satisfaction and assured that the Parliament is to
provide its fullest support in holding General Elections, 2018 in free, fair and transparent

manner.

8. The Chairman asked the Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan Mr.
Baber Yaqoob Fateh Muhammad to inform the Committee about the measures taken or
being taken to ensure foolproof security for voters, candidates, electoral staff and the
locations of polling stations on Elections day, 2018. The Chairman remarked that
foolproof security measures be taken for safe printing, transportation of ballot papers /
boxes. The Secretary Election Commission informed the Committee that they had
already announced 25th July, 2018 for General Elections, 2018. He stated that the
primary role of the Election Commission is to hold general elections in a free, fair and
transparent manner. The Secretary ECP emphasized that the Election Commission of
pakistan is the sole authority to conduct elections and ECP is performing its duties
under the Elections ‘Code of Conduct’ and ‘Election Act, 2017’. He stated that the
Election Commission of Pakistan had held extensive meetings with all Provincial
Governments to ensure internal and external security of the polling stations. He
informed that 85,000 polling stations have been setup all over the country for which
about 350,000 policemen will be deputed for security on the Elections Day. Apart from
this, Army, Rangers or F.C. can also be called on for sensitive polling stations. The
Secretary ECP informed the Committee that CCTV Cameras will be installed in 20,000
sensitive polling stations in the country. The Chairman Committee remarked that all
85,000 polling stations should have been facilitated with CCTV cameras. The Secretary
ECP also informed the Committee that the Election Material has been dispatched all
over the country. Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh pointed out that the social media is
being used for spreading disinformation, derogatory remarks against the institutions,
political parties and individuals but no action is being taken against such users by the
Election Commission of Pakistan, FIA, PEMRA and PTA. The Chairman remarked that

negative use of social media is a very serious matter, for which a separate meeting will
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be held on 20th July, 2018 and this matter would be discussed in the detail. Secretary,

ECP said that actions have already been taken on complaints of hate speeches and use

of abusive language by some politicians. Senator A. Rehman-lz" alik advised the ECP to
take stern actions against those who violate the ECP code of conduct and use abusive
language/remarks against any political opponents. ECP secre! ary ensured that Elections
will held free, fair, transparent and peaceful with the he‘lpi.a\f' candidates, people of

Pakistan and all institutes of the state.

9. Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh pointed out that there are some

rumours on social media that a “Symbol of Grave” has also been allotted to a candidate
contesting Elections, 2018. The Secretary, ECP categorica rejected the fake news
spread on social media regarding allotment of symbol of Grave to any candidate. He

stated that full authority has been delegated by ECP to the ROs to allot Symbols to the

Political Parties / Independent candidates. The S'ecretéry, ECP requested that CCTV

cameras may be made operational across the country for vigilances and surveillances.
Chairman Senate Standing Committee Senator A. Rehman Vialik directed the Interior
Ministry to direct all the provincial home departments as well &s IGPs to take cognizance
of these serious concerns of ECP. Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan strongly
countered the notion that ECP is playing a biased role, saying such comments are hurtful

as ECP is intended to conduct free, fair and transparent elections under Article 218 of

the Constitution of Pakistan.

10. Senator Sadia Abbasi remarked that Election Commission of Pakistan is

acting biased and not playing its due role. Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan
informed that Committee that such perceptions are totally|baseless and unfounded.
Senator A. Rehman Malik stated that this Committee highly appreciates the role of ECP
and stands by it and extends full support of the Parliament|to conduct free, fair and

transparent elections.




11. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi stated that the arrest of political
workers on the pretext of law and order situation is a pre-poll rigging. A number of
political workers had been arrested and cases have been registered against them when
they were participating in the rally on 13" July, 2018 to express their solidarity with
PML-N leadership. He stated that the credibility of a fair, free and transparent General
Elections is at stake because specific party leaders are being targeted. Even cases have
been registered against Senator Raja Zafar-ul-Hagand Former Prime Minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi. The Chairman directed that the cases against Senator Zafar-ul-Haq and
Former Prime Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi should be withdrawn and all political

workers arrested on 13th July, 2018 should be released.

12. Senator Sitara Ayaz remarked that the implementation of the Code of
Conduct should be ensured without any discrimination and she expressed her concern

on the recent wave of terrorism.

13. Senator Muhammad Ali Saif sought cilarification from the Election
Commission of Pakistan as to why a perception is being created against MQM that it is
one of those elements which are creating law and order situation in Karachi. The
Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan clarified that reference of factional politics in
Karachi should not be taken as negativity. The Chairman Remarked that MQM is a

registered political party and it should be deleted from the Factional Politics list ‘if any”.

14. National Coordinator NACTA Dr. Suleman Khan briefed the committee
about possible security threats to various political parties and candidates during their
election campaigns and on polling-day. He informed that there were 65 threat alerts for
various politicians across the country and most of the threats alerts are from across the
border. He stated that the new perception after the death of TTP chief Mullah Fazalullah
that TTP has gone weaken is proving wrong especially when the elections are
commencing and the environment is highly charged and motivated. The National
Coordinator NACTA informed the Committee that the mandate of the NACTA is to

coordinate with all Government Departments in sharing information on threat alerts. He
7



stated that during the Elections the security situation becomes more sensitive as they

have to coordinate from grass root level. He stated that|the country was facing

challenges of extremism, changed environment and Electipneering process in the

country. The Chairman remarked that Committees be formed on district level to

coordinate with NACTA and he further directed that the names of those under threat
may be communicated to the respective head of the political rty for their information.
The Chairman SSC on Interior Senator A. Rehman Malik expressed that the briefings
presented by the GHQ Representative, Secretary Election -;-s'emmission of Pakistan,
Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Defence have been highly satisfactory. He directed
the Ministry of Interior to present the report on registration of cases against Senator
Raja Zafar-ul-Haq and Former Prime Minister Shahid Kha'qf._' Abbasi and all political
workers should be released within 03 days. The Chairman a:' rised the participants of
the security threat posed by terrorist organizations and warned that the Daesh (ISIS) has
reached this region and the RSS is supporting them. He further elucidated that the RSS,
which was committing terrorist attacks in the name of Pakistan, has been declared as a
terrorist organization by United States of America. It was indeed a moment of
achievement for the government and the people of Pakistan. The Chairman directed the
Ministry of Interior to request on behalf of our state, wherein the ruthless activities of
RSS should be exposed, making an official record of their ¢rimes and a case of war
criminal against PM Modi be moved in the International court} Senator A. Rehman Malik
advised NACTA to formulate new SOPs for peaceful elections accordingly and as advised
by this committee in its earlier meetings. He expressed that hI.‘I::nd TTP are emerging in

a new shape of Daish about which he had disclosed back inl 2014 that Daish exists in

Pakistan but no actions was taken then. He said till we do nat smash the heads of TTP

and LeJ, a peaceful Pakistan will remain just a dream. He asked the government to
ar us the chief of terrorists

ief Mufti Noor Wali and

immediately ask the government of Afghanistan to hand o
i.e. Khalid Khurasani Chief of Daish of Pakistan, TTP’s new ¢

escaped suicide bomber Ikramullah who is most wanted in Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir




Bhutto’s martyrdom case as they all are hiding in Afghanistan. Senator A. Rehman Malik
said that Afghanistan soil is being used against Pakistan and there is nexus of RAW and
NDS under the leadership of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He said that India is
leaving no stone unturned to destabilise Pakistan and according to reports it will use
inimical force to sabotage electoral process through terrorism. Senator A. Rehman
Malik further said that India is trying to create wedge between the provinces by using
terrorism as tool in KPK and Balochistan however as a nation we stand together on
page. “Today meeting is the best demonstration of Civil-Military ideal relationship when

it comes to the national security of Pakistan” said Senator A. Rehman Malik.

15. Chairman Committee inquired the Chairman PEMRA as what measures the
PEMRA has taken so far to block the derogatory advertisements containing foul and
humiliating language against opponents political parties. Chairman PEMRA said that
actions in this regard have been taken and ads with derogatory remarks and foul
language have been blocked. Senator A. Rehman Malik directed the Chairman PEMRA to
direct all the TV Chairman Senate Standing Committee Senator A. Rehman Malik
inquired the Chairman PEMRA as what measures the PEMRA has taken so far to block
the derogatory advertisements containing foul and humiliating language against
opponents political parties. Chairman PEMRA said that actions in this regard have been
taken and ads with derogatory remarks and foul language have been blocked. Senator
A. Rehman Malik directed the Chairman PEMRA to direct all the TV channels to dedicate
specific time and space for public awareness message on Election that public can be
motivated and mobilized to cast the vote. Inspector General Police and Home Secretary
Balochistan briefed the committee about the deadliest terror attack in Mastung in
which more than 200 people were martyred. They informed the committee that suicide
bomber was recognized as Hafiz Nawaz hailing from Abbotabad and further
investigation is underway. They informed that the local administration had no prior
information about holding of corner meeting by the candidate. Senator A. Rehman

Malik said that he and the committee members salutes the people of Khyber
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Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan for their countless sacrifices pgainst war on terror. He

said “My heart goes out to the victim families of terrorism and | strongly recommend

that compensation package should be fixed equal to the victims of all provinces”.

16. The Additional IGP KPK briefed the committee ut the blast in Peshawar

in which ANP leader Haroon Bilourand 21 workers of his party were martyred. He told
the committee that the JIT was formed soon after the incident and facilitator is arrested
from Hangu and further investigation is under way. He said t : local administration and
police were not informed prior to the corner meeting of ANP: “The incident would have
been averted if the administration had been informed wellt before the meeting,” he

added.

17. Inspector General of Police Mohsin Hassan B _:, briefed the committee

about the deadliest terror attack in Mastung in which Shaheed Siraj Raisani along with
e committee that suicide

bbottabad and further

his more than 200 workers were martyred. He informed th
bomber was recognized as Hafiz Nawaz hailing from §
investigation is underway. “The suicide bomber was part|of Daesh and had been
affiliated with the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (Lel) as well and facilitators of the attack have also

been detected,” The IG Balochistan informed.

18. IG Police Islamabad Mr. Jan Muhammad briefed the meeting that
adequate measures have been taken to make the polling day peaceful across the ICT.
He state that as Imran Khan is contesting election from NA-53 and threat alert has been
issued for him therefore adequate security per his satisfaction is provided to him by

Islamabad Police.

19. At the end of the meeting, Secretary Interior informed the committee that
regular meetings are being held with all stakeholders through video conferences about
the security situation across the country. He stated that Minjstry of Interior is in close
coordination with ECP and all provincial governments and is ensuring peaceful

conduction of elections. He said they are trying their best tp implement the Code of
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Conduct and SOPs framed by the ECP. Senator A. Rehman Malik said that for better
security there is a dire need to work 24 hourly bases and to remain in direct contact
with candidates through local administration. While concluding the meeting Chairman
Senate Standing Committee on Interior Senator A. Rehman Malik appealed the people
of Pakistan to come out and vote on July 25th for the future of the country considering
it a prime national duty and responsibly. He stated that the nation is behind Pakistan

Army and all other LEAs in war against terrorism.

20. While concluding the meeting Chairman Senate Standing Committee on
Interior Senator A. Rehman Malik once again thanked the Member of the Committee,
Special Invitees and all the participants, Senate Staff and Media Representatives. The
Chairman Committee appealed the people of Pakistan to come out and vote on July
25th for the future of the country considering it a prime national duty and responsibly.
The Chairman Committee said that the nation is behind Pakistan Army and all other
LEAs in war against terrorism. The Chairman and all Committee Members applauded
Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan, Secretary Defence, Secretary Interior, GHQ,
Chairman PEMRA, National Coordinator NACTA, Provincial Home Secretaries, all I.G.Ps

and other officials for their briefings to the Committee up-to the mark and satisfaction.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

i.  All 85,000 Polling stations should have been facilitated with CCTV cameras.

ii. The Ministry of Interior to direct all the Provincial Governments to arrange to
install maximum number of CCTV Cameras operational as desired by the
Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan.

iii. Cases against Senator Zafar-ul-Haq and Former Prime Minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi, Senator Javed Abbasi and Senator Ch. Tanveer should be withdrawn and
all political workers arrested on 13th July, 2018 should be released.

iv. Committees should be formed on district level to coordinate with NACTA and
coordination level should be enhanced between NACTA, ECP, Provincial
Governments and Heads of Political Parties.

v. NACTA to share the threat alerts list (65 alerts) with Heads of all the Political
Parties and individuals under threats and Senate Standing Committee on Interior
be informed so that the same could be presented in the August House.
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SENATE SECRETARIAT
*kkkkk
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR HELD ON
24" JULY, 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Interior was held on 24" July, 2018 at 11:00
" a.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, Islamabad under the Chairmanship of

honorable Senator A. Rehman Malik.

2. The Agenda before the committee was as under: -

i. Briefing by the FIA on the action to be taken on spreading disinformation, derogatory
remarks against the Institutions, Political Parties, Individuals and the complaints
received under Cyber Crimes Act:-

(This point was raised by Honourable Senator Muhammad Ateeq Sheikh in the
meeting of the Committee held on 19" July, 2018 that some elements are going
scot-free and there is no proper deterrence against those who are involved in
the negative/immoral use of the Social Media)

ii. Reconsideration of Suo Moto Notice taken by Chairman Senate Standing Committee on
Interior regarding death of three girls in Cholistan Desert of Fort Abbas.

(As the Chairman Committee rightly apprehended that the report did not
mention the physical assault and the exact cause of death of the girls. I1G, DIG
Police, DPO and Investigation Officer failed to properly investigate the
unfortunate incident. All officers concerned should come in person to explain the
reasons for their non-professional and irresponsible role towards their official
obligations)

iii. Any other items with permission of the Chair.

3, The following members attended the meeting: -
i Senator A. Rehman Malik Chairman
ii. Senator Kalsoom Perveen Member
iii. Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood Member
iv. Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh Member
4. The list of participants of the meeting is attached as Annexure-A.
5. The meeting commenced with the recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman

Committee, in his introductory remarks, strongly condemned the suicide attack in D.l.Khan in
which PTI's candidate Ikramullah Khan Gandapur along with his driver embraced martyrdom

and the killing of Yasir Kalhoro, the PPP worker when a rally at Pir Jo Goth town of Khairpur was
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attacked on Sunday by some miscreants. The Committee expresseéd heartfelt condolences with
bereaved families and offered Fatiha for martyrs of the recent t__ rorist attacks during election
campaign. Chairman Committee observed that it was a collecti ve wish of every Pakistani that
the election process and the environment across the country during this time stays peaceful but
unfortunately anti-state agents were active again and a big num * of precious lives were lost.
The Chairman Committee asserted that the recent wave of ter “'"'..;., ‘during election campaign
showed that the backbone of terrorism was yet to be broken and they are reassembling to

resume their heinous activities of killing the innocent people of Pakistan. He remarked that

terrorists are playing in the hands of Pakistan’s enemies who waht to destabilize Pakistan but
they will not succeed in their nefarious designs. The Chairman difected the Ministry of Interior
to issue directives to the Government of Sind for taking" easures to arrest the culprits

responsible for the killing of PPP’s worker Yasir Kalhoro and submit a detailed report on the
incident to the committee. He prayed may the Election’s Day and each day be peaceful in
Pakistan and appealed the people of Pakistan to come out of their homes tomorrow and vote

for their better future.

6. Senator Kalsoom Parveen invited attention of the ittee towards the painful
incident of Mastung Blast in which more than 200 lnn'oceﬂt.'_pie were martyred. She
lamented the role of the media for the coverage of the incident. The incident was put on total
blackout by all TV Channels and they remained busy in the coverage of the arrival of former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif at Lahore Airport. She stated that Mastung incident was the worst
kind of terrorist incident after APS, Peshawar. She stated no incident could be more
important than the tragedy of Mastung. The Chairman directed the Chairman PEMRA to take
notice of the negligence and seek explanation from all private media channels as to why this

national tragedy was absolutely blackout by the media.

7. Director FIA Cyber Crimes Cell briefed the Committee on the actions to be taken against
spreading disinformation, derogatory remarks against the Imstitutions, Political Parties,
Individuals and the complaint received under the Cyber Crimes Agt. He stated that two specific
issues were pointed out in the previous meetings of the Committeg. Firstly, Election symbol of a
Grave allotted to some candidate and socially, showing picture of an animal with a flag of some

political party thereon. The Director FIA Cyber Crimes Cell informed the Committee that the
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name of the person who uploaded the picture of the grave as symbol of a candidate on twitter
has been identified as Zia-Ur-Rehman and FIA has written a letter to Twitter for provision of
details of the IP of the said person so that FIA could arrest the culprit. He also apprised the
committee that FIA has also written to Express Tribune to fix the responsibility for publishing

picture of an animal with the flag to humiliate a political leader but so far FIA has received no

reply.

8. The Chairman Committee asserted that the case against such persons should have been
registered earlier, why it is so late? The Chairman further enquired as to whether the FIA is able
to trace out such persons through their IP or service providers? The Director informed that they
had not the technology through which they could identify the culprits on their own. In fact, the
IP can be identified by the twitter enabling the FIA to take further action as per law. The
Chairman directed the FIA to request the court and take directions for Twitter to disclose the

identity of such culprits within 15 days.

9 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh enquired as to whether the Government of
Pakistan has signed any agreement or treaty with Facebook, Twitter, Viber etc. to get benefit
from their laws in Pakistan as we have agreements with the government of the UAE with
reference to the Social Media. The Director FIA informed the Committee that they had not
signed any such agreement with Facebook, Twitter, Viber etc. The Chairman Committee
directed the FIA to prepare a detailed report within two weeks and submit the same in

committee.

10.  The Chairman directed the PTA to coordinate with the FIA for curbing disinformation
and derogatory remarks on social media and a focal person, rank of Assistant Director at least,
should be nominated by the FIA Cyber Crimes Wing and a focal person from PTA for better
coordination against cyber-crimes. He directed that an advertisement should be telecasted on
all TV channels that any offence under Cyber Crimes Act is punishable so avoid spreading hate

and abusive materials on social media.

11.  The Chairman Committee appealed the citizens of Pakistan that they should report any
disinformation, derogatory remarks, humiliation and blasphemous materials on social media to

PTA immediately.



12 The Committee directed the Ambassador of Pakistan to UAE to collect the information

about the mechanism adopted by the UAE for social media régulation and share the said

information with PTA and FIA for effective social media regulati n. The Chairman also directed
that PTA should move all the cases in which social media operators are not cooperating with
them. The Committee directed FIA and PTA to hold a joint meeting to discuss and solve the

legal matters for better cooperation.

13.  Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood raised the point " ins
blackmailing and spreading false news against him. He stated that
from Allama Igbal Open University yet running a newspaper ng that the university has
asked FIA to investigate the matter but FIA is hesitant in taking ahy action against him and his
newspaper. The Chairman Committee expressed grave concern | - ver the propaganda against
Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood and directed the FIA to complete the inquiry as soon as
possible and persons involved must be traced out and action bei initiated against them as per
ognized the services rendered

E nity'

law. Chairman Committee overwhelmingly appreciated and

by Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood for the welfare of the hun

14.  Chairman Committee asserted that social media is the nged of the era and none of
them was not in favor of imposing unnecessary restrictions on .'n use but the use has to be
regulated in such a manner that it doesn’t hurt others feelings gh the misuse of the Social
Media. He stressed that those who are spreading bropaganda against the state and are using

the platform to harm their opponents should be taken to task.

15.  While discussing the death of three girls in Cholistan Desert of Fort Abbas, the Chairman
Committee directed the Ministry of Law and Justice to provide legal assistance as to whether
the course of exhumation of the dead bodies or the formation of JIT is to be made to solve the

mystery of the case.

RECOMMENDATIONS:-

1. The Chairman directed the Ministry of Interior to issue ﬂirec’t_l' to the Government of Sind for
taking measures to arrest the culprits responsible for the killing of PPP’s worker Yasir Kalhoro
and submit a detailed report on the incident to the committee.




2. The Chairman directed the Chairman PEMRA to take notice of the negligence and seek
explanation from all private media channels as to why the Mastung tragedy was absolutely
blackout by the media.

3. The Chairman Committee directed the FIA to prepare a detailed report on the action taken
against the persons who were identified as culprits for negative and immoral use of the social
media and submit the report in the committee within two weeks.

4. The Committee directed the FIA to request the court and take directions for Twitter to disclose
the identity of such culprits within 15 days.

5. The Committee directed the PTA to coordinate with the FIA for curbing disinformation and
derogatory remarks on social media and a focal person, rank of Assistant Director at least,
should be nominated by the FIA Cyber Crimes Wing and a focal person from PTA for better
coordination against Cyber-Crimes.

6. The Committee directed the PEMRA, PTA and FIA that an advertisement should be telecasted on
all TV channels that any offence under Cyber Crimes Act is punishable so avoid spreading hate
and abusive materials on social media.

7. The Committee directed that the Ambassador of Pakistan to UAE should collect the information
about the mechanism adopted by the UAE for social media regulation and share the said
information with PTA and FIA for effective social media regulation in Pakistan.

8. The Chairman directed that PTA should move all the cases in which social media operators are
not cooperating with them.

9. The Committee directed the FIA and PTA to hold a joint meeting to discuss and solve the legal
matters for better cooperation on the issue of the Social Media.

10. The Committee directed the FIA to complete the inquiry against the person having a fake degree
and running a newspaper and involved in blackmailing Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood
and submit a report in the next meeting of the Committee.

11. The Committee stressed that those who are spreading propaganda against the state and are
using Social Media to harm their opponents should be taken to task.

12. The Chairman Committee directed the Ministry of Law and Justice to provide legal assistance as
to whether the course of exhumation of the dead bodies or the formation of JIT is to be made to
solve the mystery of the case.

13. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair.

( Senator A. Rehman Malik )
Chairman
Standing Committee on Interior
( Tanvir Ahmed )
D.G. / Secretary Committee



SUBJECT:

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Interior was

SENATE SECRETARIAT

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STAND
HELD ON 08" AUGUST, 2018 IN PIPS (SEMINAF
KASHMIR HOUSE, SECTOR F-5/2, ISLAMABAD.

a.m. in PIPS (Seminar-2), Islamabad, under the Chairmanship of Senator A. Rehman Malik.

2. The Agenda before the committee was as under:-
i Discussion on the complaints and reservations expressed by the Political

Parties, Media and General Public on the conduct of General Elections, 2018.

ii. Reconsideration of Suo-Moto Notice taken by Chair n Standing Committee
on Interior on death of three girls in Cholistan Desert of Fort Abbas, District
Bahawal Nagar, namely; Suraiyya Bibi (Age 09 years), Tahira Bibi (Age 08
years) and Allah Mafi (Age 06 years).
( As the Chairman Committee rightly apprehended that the report did not mention
the physical assault and the exact cause of death of the girls. 1.G, D.1.G. Police, DPO
and Investigation Officer failed to properly investigate the unfortunate incident).

iii. Consideration of Suo Moto Notice taken by Standing Committee on
Interior on the matter of burning of Girls Schools in Chilas, Giligit Baltistan.

iv.  Further briefing on Mustang attack on 13™ July, 2018 and the incident of
bomb blast in Quetta on the Elections Day i.e., 25" July, 2018.

v. Briefing by the FIA on the cases of corruption beinglinw d against the
officers / officials of CDA.

vi. Briefing by the D.G, FIA and D.G, CAA on a complaint against illegal
operations of M/S Hadid International Ltd. at Karachi Airport.

vii.  Briefing by the Chairman CDA on the scarcity of drinking water in Sector 1-10,
Islamabad with reference to the Petition No. 2300, itted by a resident
of the said sector.

viii.  Any other item with permission of the Chair.
3. The following members attended the meeting: -
1. Senator Abdul Rehman Malik Chairman
2. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad Member
3. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Member
4. Senator Kauda Babur Member
5. Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan Member
6. Senator Muhammad Asad Ali Khan Junejo Member
7. Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati Member
8. Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel Member
9. Mrs. Kashmala Tariq , Federal Ombudsperson Observer
For Harassment of Women at Workplace
10. Minister for Interior Ex-Officio Member
4. The list of participants of the meeting is attached as Annexure-A.
1

on 08™ August, 2018 at 11:30



5. The meeting commenced with the recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman
Committee, in his opening remarks, strongly condemned the terrorist attack in Quetta on the
Elections Day i.e. 25™ July, 2018. On the request of the Chairman, Fateha was offered for all those
who lost their lives in such catastrophic incidents all over the country. The Chairman lauded the
exemplary services rendered by Hukam Khan , a dedicated officer of Bomb Disposal Unit in Peshawar
who sacrificed his life while defusing a bomb and saved hundreds of citizens. The Chairman stated
that the sacrifices of such courageous and committed officers should be remembered and honored.
The Chairman directed that the Bomb Disposal Squad (BDS) Peshawar should send his particulars to
the Ministry of Interior for his nomination for Sitara-i-Shujaat Award by the government and his

family should be provided reasonable compensation.

b. The matter of the death of three girls in Cholistan Desert of Fort Abbas, District Bahawal
Nagar, namely; Suraiyya Bibi (Age 09 years), Tahira Bibi (Age 08 years) and Allah Mafi (Age 06 years)
was taken up. The Chairman Committee informed the members regarding the extensive findings on
the said case done by the Committee so far. During the briefing, the Chairman deplored the
negligence of Punjab Forensic Science Agency on their failure to justify the cause of death of the
deceased girls, mishandling or tempering of evidences and non-intimation to the Senate Committee
by the Head of Forensic department. He appreciated the efforts of medical officer who revealed the
real cause of death as sexual assault. The Committee recommended that Dr. Azka , Medical Officer
should be awarded with Pride Of Performance Award in appreciation of her professional
commitment, dedication and honesty which has set an example of righteousness to follow for the
generations to come. The Chairman vowed to deal with the said case as vigorously as the Zainab's

case was dispensed with. He called the gruesome incident as a continuous chain of conspiracy.

4 Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati stated that it was his promise with the nation that
he will take the case to its logical conclusion adding that he was feeling ashamed of Punjab police for
abetting the culprits of such heinous crime. The Committee expressed displeasure and
disappointment on the poor performance of the Punjab law enforcement authorities in respect of
those deceased girls who reportedly, were sexually assaulted. The Chairman directed that the
I.G.Police, Punjab should attend the next meeting of the Committee otherwise a strict action will be
taken against him. The Committee was of the view that all those police officers who failed to
perform their duty should be suspended and penalized for their negligence and irresponsible
attitude. The Chairman Committee also expressed his displeasure on the absence of the Head of

PFSA.



8. Keeping in view of the above, the Chairman Committee put the proposal before the

Committee to decide as to whether the case of the death of three girls should be investigated
d that there should be a JIT
ol Ahmad as Chairman along

and Senator Momin Khan

through Magisterial Inquiry or Judicial Inquiry? The Committee propgse
to probe the incident. The Committee nominated Senator Rana Magha
with two members, namely; Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq

Afridi to monitor the working of the proposed JIT.

9, The Committee discussed the complaints and reservatiohs expressed by the Political

Parties, Media and General Public on the conduct of General Elections, 2018. The Chairman
Committee stated that the committee was appointed by the Sendte House to coordinate with
Election Commission of Pakistan, Law Enforcement Agencies and Police to oversee the polling and
monitor the security. He stated that they were aware of the complaints raised by the different
stakeholders of the elections regarding the failure of the Result Transfer System (RTS) and Results
Management System (RMS). He stated that a large number of official ballot papers, duly stamped on
election symbols of various political parties, which have been spotted long road sides, dust bins and
in some class rooms which were earlier used by the Election Staff as . olli g Stations. And, these lose
official ballot papers were also found outside the Polling Stations in| other cities of the country as
well. He stated that the committee has desired to investigate all co "aints received from different

quarters and to submit a comprehensive report to the Senate.

10. The Chairman informed the Committee that he had written a letter to the election
commission of Pakistan on the very next day of election i.e. 26™ July t@ know about the failure of RTS
and RMS. He stated that he was informed by the Election Commission of Pakistan that they had
written a letter to Cabinet Division for appointing an investigation|team comprising of technical
experts to investigate the complaints and to fix the responsibility for the lapse of RTS/RMS. The
Committee was of the view that all issues pertaining with RTS/RMS will be discussed in presence of

Chairman NADRA in the next meeting of the Committee.

i 5 b Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati appreciate the work done and the initiatives taken

by the Chairman and Members of the Committee on important i§sues pertaining with General

Elections, 2018. He state that it was a timely action that a nu of pre-elections and post
elections meetings were held in which exhausted discuss were taken place and
recommendations were made accordingly. He also stated that it was good for the democratic
process that the responsibility of failure of RTS and RMS must be fixed. He raised the following
questions:-

A. When the RTS App. Was finalized and contract signed between ECP and NADRA?
B. When the first pilot program was initiated by NADRA and the required results
were achieved? ;




C; Answer all questions asked by the ECP regarding the failure of RTS?

D. What impact RTS had at the time it started malfunctioning? Whether initially
slowing down, malfunctioning and then complete failure?

ES Whether it was possible for any presiding officer to change or temper the actual
results due to failure of RTS?

F. When the App was being developed, was it technically tested to be compatible
with different mobile phones?

G. Whether RTS was being controlled by ECP or NADRA?

H. Whether backend server was being operated by ECP or NADRA on the day of
Election?

L. How many Form-45 were received from presiding officers on hourly basis on the
day of Election?

1. How many Form-45 were relayed to ECP and R.O on hourly basis on the day of
Election?

K. When the RTS went slow? Why there was no backup or system in place?

K How did Mr. Shahbaz Sharif came to know ahead of ECP that the RTS system had
failed to function?

M. How ECP was authorized to invite only one company, NADRA, to award RTS
contract? '
N. Whether the RTS App was developed by NADRA itself or it was provided by
NADRA.
O.  The Chairman directed that the NADRA should present a detailed report on the
above all points in the next meeting of the committee.
12, Senator Chaudhry Tanvir khan raised a question about the charges for verification of the
votes by NADRA as millions of votes have been rejected in some constituencies saying if recounting
and rechecking of rejected vote is made, the number of such votes will be higher than that of the
winning margin of successful candidates in General Elections,2018. The Chairman Committee
directed that the NADRA should charge Rs.10/= for verification of thumb impression as per the

policy adopted in General Elections,2013.

13. Senator Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel expressed his dissatisfaction on the
results of General Elections,2018. He stated that it was not an Election but it was a Selection. The
government spent an amount of Rs.20 to 22 Billion on the elections which produced the result which
is not acceptable to all political parties. He stated that he had already conveyed his complaint to the
ECP on appointment of Mr. Asghar Ali, Election Officer posted in Musakhel and Mr. Waseem Sajjad
if the Elections were to be held fair and free. The Chairman Committee directed that the Mr. Asghar
Ali , Election Officer posted in Musakhel and Mr. Waseem Sajjad Provincial Election Commissioner

in Baluchistan should be transferred from Baluchistan .

14, The Chairman Committee inquired from DG,NADRA about the statements published in
media in which NADRA had stated that RTS was working perfectly on the elections day but DG
NADRA denied that no such statement was issued by the NADRA and they had issued a rebuttal of
the news. Chairman directed to provide the press clippings and press statement in which the earlier

news was denied.



15. DG IT, ECP briefed the committee about the Resuit Managément System (RTS) and Result
ed| and operated by the Election
by the NADRA and Election

Commission of Pakistan was absolutely relying on NADRA. Members of the committee expressed

Management System (RMS) and explained that RMS was monito

Commission of Pakistan but RTS was solely operated and monitore

grave concerns to know that Election Commission of Pakistan had handed over the whole system to

NADRA being another institution.

16. The Chairman inquired the D.G. IT ECP as to whether any agreement was signed between

the NADRA and Election Commission of Pakistan and who was technically monitoring the systems,
how powers are delegated to NADRA and what technology was used to transfer the data either
pulse, digital or internet system was used? DG IT Election Commission of Pakistan informed that

private company PTCL was hired to which Chairman Committee askel

it
II

to provide answers to these

following question to the committee before August 20, 2018.

1. Under what authority the agreement was signed between ECP and NADRA?
Who was monitoring the security of the system?
What technical backup support was there? |
What steps were taken to avoid the hacking?

How much funding was given to NADRA and PTCL?
Any Violation of PEPRA rules?

QwvhwN

17. The members Committee agreed to call another meeting of e committee on August 20",
e| Parliamentary Committee to
ding failure of RMS & RTS

of stamped ballot papers in

2018 as to whether to constitute the Judicial Commission or
investigate into the complaints and irregularities during the elections in
systems, ouster of polling agents, unavailability of form-45 and thr :

dust bins and also found in classrooms, roads and other places.

18. The Chairman deferred the matter of burning of Girls Schools in Chilas, GiligitBaltistan and
directed that the Home Secretary and |.G.Police of Gilgit Baltistan|should present the report in

person in the next meeting of the Committee.

19. The Chairman directed that the Secretary Home , I.G.Police a'TII;G. FC should present report
on Mustang attack on 13" July, 2018 and the incident of bomb blast jn Quetta on the Elections Day

i.e., 25" July, 2018 in the next meeting of the Committee.

20. The Chairman deferred the matter of briefing by the FIA on-]lhe cases of corruption being
investigated against the officers / officials of CDA to be taken up in the next meeting.




21, The matter of the complaint against illegal operations of M/S Hadid International Ltd. at
Karachi Airport was taken up by the Committee. The complainant was asked whether he had
provided some written material to the concerned authorities as evidence? The compléinant replied
that he had not provided any written evidence to the concerned authority. The Chairman deferred

this matter and directed to bring evidence in support of the complaint.

22. The Committee discussed the matter of the shortage of drinking water in Sector I-10,
Islamabad. The officer of MClI briefed the Committee on the matter. The MCI officer could not satisfy
te Committee regarding the policy of the MCI to provide drinking water to the residents of Sector
I-10 , Islamabad. The Chairman directed that the MCl should come up with more suggestions in the
next meeting of the Committee so that the problem of drinking water could be solved in Sector I-10,
Islamabad.

RECOMMEDATIONS:

1) The Committee recommended that Dr. Azka, Medical Officer should be awarded
with Pride of Performance Award in appreciation of her professional
commitment, dedication and honesty which has set an example of
righteousness to follow for the generations to come.

2) The Chairman directed that the 1.G.Police, Punjab should attend the next
meeting of the Committee otherwise a strict action will be taken against him.

3) The Committee was of the view that all those police officers who failed to
perform their duty should be suspended and penalized for their negligence and
irresponsible attitude.

4) The Committee proposed that there should be a JIT to probe the incident. The
Chairman Committee nominated Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad as Chairman
along with two members , namely; Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh and
Senator Momin Khan Afridi to make TORs for the purposed JIT. (copy of the
TORs attached)

5) He stated that he was informed by the Election Commission of Pakistan that
they had written a letter to Cabinet Division for appointing an investigation
team comprising of technical experts to investigate the complaints and to fix the
responsibility for the lapse of RTS/RMS. The Committee was of the view that all
issues pertaining with RTS/RMS will discussed in presence of Chairman NADRA
in the next meeting of the Committee.

6) The Chairman Committee directed that the NADRA should charge Rs.10/= per
person for verification of thumb impression as per the policy adopted in General
Elections,2013.

7) On the complaint of Senator Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel the
Chairman Committee directed that the Mr. Asghar Ali, Election Officer posted in
Musakhel and Mr. Waseem Sajjad Provincial Election Commissioner in
Baluchistan should be transferred from Baluchistan.

8) Chairman Committee asked NADRA to provide answers to the following
questions to the committee before August 20, 2018.

9) When the RTS App. Was finalized and contract signed between ECP and NADRA?

10) When the first pilot program was initiated by NADRA and the required results
were achieved?



11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

The Committee recommended that the following questions asked by Senator
Muhammad Azam Khan Swati may be answered:
a) What impact RTS had at the time it sta malfunctioning? Whether
initially slowing down, malfunctioning and th complete failure?
b) Whether it was possible for any presiding off to change or temper the
actual results due to failure of RTS?
¢) When the App was being developed , was it technically tested to be
compatible with different mobile phones? i
d) Whether RTS was being controlled by ECP or NADRA?
e) Whether backend server was being operated by ECP or NADRA on the day of
Election?
f) How many Form-45 were received from p
the day of Election?
g) How many Form-45 were relayed to ECP and
of Election? i
h) When the RTS went slow? Why there was no ba p or system in place?
i) How did Mr. Shahbaz Sharif came to know ahead of ECP that the RTS system
had failed to function? '
j) How ECP was authorized to invite only one com
contract? |
k) Whether the RTS App was developed by NADRA itself or it was provided by
NADRA?
The Chairman directed that the Home Secretary an
should present the report on burning of girls
next meeting of the Committee. |
The Chairman directed that the Bomb Disposal Squad (BDS) Peshawar Police
should send full particulars of Hukam Khan BDS Officer, Peshawar to the
Ministry of Interior for his nomination for Sitara-i-Shujaat Award by the
government and his family should be provided reasonable compensation.
The Chairman directed that the Secretary Home , |.G.Police and 1.G. FC should
present report on Mustang attack on 13" July, 2048 and the incident of bomb
blast in Quetta on the Elections Day i.e., 25" July, 2018 in the next meeting of
the Committee,
The Chairman directed that the MCI should come p with more suggestions in
the next meeting of the Committee so that the problem of drinking water could
be solved in Sector I-10, Islamabad.

ng officers on hourly basis on

RIO on hourly basis on the day

pany, NADRA , to award RTS

d I.G. Police of Gilgit Baltistan
hools in Chilas in person in the

23. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair.
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(Tanvir Ahmed)
D.G./ Secretary Committee Stan
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ing Committee on Interior
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SENATE SECRETARIAT

SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING
COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR, HELD ON 3rd SEPTEMBER, 2018 IN

COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 2, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD.

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Interior was held on 3" September,
2018 at 11:00 am. in Committee room No. 2, Parliament House, Islamabad under the
Chairmanship of Senator A. Rehman Malik.
2, The agenda before the committee was as under:-

i. Discussion on the complaints and reservations expressed by the Political
Parties, Media and General Public on the conduct of General Elections,
2018.

ii. Reconsideration of Suo Moto Notice taken by Chairman Standing
Committee on Interior on death of three girls in Cholistan Desert of Fort
Abbas, District Bahawal Nagar, namely; Suraiyya Bibi (Age 09 years),
Tahira Bibi (Age 08 years) and Allah Mafi (Age 06 ycars).

iii. Consideration of “The Islamabad Capital Territory Prohibition of
Interest on Private Loans Bill, 20177, introduced by Senator Siraj-ul-Haq
in the Senate Sitting held on 7 March, 2018.

iv. Consideration of “The Islamabad Pure Food Authority Bill, 2018”,
introduced by Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati in the Senate
Sitting held on 14™ May, 2018.

v. Briefing by the Chairman CDA/ MCI on the scarcity of drinking water in
Sector I-10, Islamabad with reference to Petition No. 2300, submitted by
a resident of the said sector.

vi. Any other item with permission of the Chair,

3. The following members attended the meeting: -
i. Senator A. Rehman Malik Chairman
ii. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Member
iii. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmed Khan Member
iv. Senator Kauda Babar Member
v. Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan Member
vi. Senator Muhammad Asad Ali Khan Junejo Member
vii. Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati Member
viii. Senator Haji Momin Khan Afridi _ Member
ix. Senator Muhammad Ateeq Sheikh Member
<. Senator Sardar Muhammad ShafiqTareen Member
xi. Minister of State for Interior Ex-Officio Member
xii. Senator Dr.Sikandar Mandhro Observer
xiii. Senator Sitara Ayaz Observer
xiv. Senator Mir Kabeer Ahmed Muhammad Shahi Observer
xv. Senator Mushtaq Ahmed Observer
<vi. Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar (Observer
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4. The list of participants of the meeting is attached as Annexure:
. The meeting commenced with recitation from the "_y Quran. The Chairman
Committee expressed his felicitations to the new government, fhe i
ernment will strive for the
betterment of the country with unity, consensus, and for the sake of national interest. He
expressed his concern over the US sanctions imposed on Pakistan by Donald Trump ,
President of America, to stop Coalition Support Fund of $300 billion. The Chairman

Minister of State on Interior. He anticipated that the new gov

must recognize Pakistan's efforts and come forward for treating and helping Pakistan as a
victim rather to victimize it. He stated that ,unfortunately, U is playing in the hands of
india while as a matter of fact the Indian Prime Narendra Modi is himse
member of a terrorist outfit - RSS which is a banned organization and responsible for the
killings of Muslims in Kashmir and other parts of India. He a sa condemned France and the
UK on supporting the decision of the said restrictions. The Chaifnan Committee also invited
attention of Minister of State for Interior towards the issue
apprehensive threats that includes the effect on the economyof kistan an
Ministry of Interior to inquire about the exact demands of FATE an¢ present the stance of the

government and the actions and measures being taken by the Government of Pakistan in this

a terrorist being the

regard.

PART-1 (LEGISLATION):

A) Bill Introduced By Senator M. A

6. “The Islamabad Pure Food Authority Bill, 2018”, introdyiced by Senator Mohammad
over of the Bill informed the

the Halal food as well as the repercussions of other food produéts being sold in the market.
le stated that the Bill has been drafted on the line of “The Punjab Food Authority Act,
20117, which is very comprehensive. The Bill has been referre to the Law Division where
there is already a Bill on Food Security is lying pending for scr atiny. It has been decided in
_,! proposed Bill introduced by
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ters. Did the server of

10) Breakdown of Internet Server at NADRA’s Headq
NADRA slow dewn during the operation?
11) Reservations by the Members of Senate in thie House e.g. posting and
transfer of Presiding Officers and Returning Officers — complaints made by
Senators from Baluchistan
12) Recovery of Stamped Ballot Papers on roadside, dustbins ¢
13) Violation, if any, in awarding contract of Interne
ECP in violation of PPRA rules _ i
14) Further forensic audit of RTS by an independent pri
15) Detecting of any other violation of security code

11.  Senator Asad Ali Khan Junejo raised the ﬁ}
NADRA and Secretary ECP on technical aspects of ﬂwmsy 1.e. RMS/RTS:-

a) Whether Audit logs of the two systems can be ihvestigated?
b) Can the routing data of RTS and unused bal
¢) Can we summon members of Free and Fair Ele
the next meeting? .
d) What is the total cost of electioneering and its
¢) Whether the security log of RTS and RMS w

on Neswork (FAFEN) in

The Chairman passed the Ruling that the above S
NADRA and Secretary ECP for their response.

may be referred to
12. The matter was also taken up regarding the Voice M ge which was played in the
Committee meeting. The Secretary ECP was directed fo confirin as (o whether this Voice
Message was sent by the ECP to NADRA or not?

13. It was directed that the outcome of the letter written Election Commission of
Pakistan to Cabinet Division for constitution of Technical Experts Committee may be shared
with the Committee. The Secretary Interior was also directed tc infonn the outcome of the
letter written by the Chairman Commitiee to Mr. Imran Khan as Interior Minister whether the

Technical Experts Committee has been constituted or not to look into the failure of RTS.

14, Senaior M. Azam Khan Swati informed the Committée that he has already done
uestdd to share the information
d as shared in his personal
and transparent from all
of RTS and RMS and come
the pretext of the failure

some investigation on the failure of RTS and he was
enabling the Committee to examine it and this should be considere
capacity. He stated that General Elections, 2018 was quite free, fai
aspects. He had personally gone through different technicalities
to the conclusion that this elections has been made controversiallal

of RTS alone.
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15. Senator M. Umsan Khan Kakar used some un-parliamentary words about the
Election Commission of Pakistan and its members which were expunged from the
proceedings of the meeting by the Chairman and the Senator was requested not to level any
allegation without substantive evidence. However, the Member was requested to provide
credible information, if any, duly supported with evidence but not on the hearsay, to the
Committee. The Chairman assured that the probe will continue with free, fair and transparent

and independent manner remaining above all political affiliations.

16. The Committee also discussed thoroughly the further proceedings to be taken up in

the matter and the following steps were approved unanimously:-

a) All the political parties shall be advised to submit their complaints in the
General Elections, 2018 on the prescribed proforma as under:-

PROFORMA FOR POLITICAL PARTIES/ INDEPENDENTS

]. Name of Political Party/Independent Candidate
2. Name of Head of Political Party
3. Name of General Secretary of the Political Party

Questions to be answered:-

Q.No.1: Any Delay in election results?

Q.No.2: Any Failure of RTS housed in NADRA?

Q.No.3: Any issues related to RMS housed in ECP?

().No.4: Your observations of the members on RTS and RMS?

Q.No.5: Any Shortage of the Form — 457

Q.No.6: Non-provision of Form-45 to the polling agents?

Q.No.7: Quster of polling agents from the polling stations?

Q.No.8: The number of votes rejected, constituency-wise?

Q.No.9: Failure of internet services/telephone services in the
Constituencies?

Q.No.10: Breakdown of Internet Server at NADRA’s Headquarters.
Did the server of NADRA slow down during the operation?

Q.No.11: Reservations by the Members of Senate in the House e.g.

posting aund transfer of Presiding Officers and Returning
Officers — complaints made by Senators from Baluchistan?

Q.No.12: Recovery of Stamped Ballot Papers on roadside, dustbins or
clsewhere?

Q.Nu.13: Violation, if any, in awarding contract of Interunet services
by NADRA or ECP in violation of PPRA rules?

Q.No.14: Further forensic audit of RTS by an independent private
credible company?

(Q.No.15: Detecting of any other violation of security code for both
RTS and RMS?

o T T
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PART-IV
(SUO-MOTO NOTICE ON DEATH OF THREE GIRLS IN CHOLISTAN DESERT):

28. The Chairman Committee informed the participants about the crucial item on the agenda
pertaining to Suo Moto Notice taken by Chairman Standing Committee on Interior on death of three
girls in Cholistan Desert of Fort Abbas, District Bahawal Nagar.

29. He appreciated the efforts of Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad, Convener, Sub-Committee on

the above stated matter who has vast experience to have worked as Inspector General of Police and - |

solved a number of important cases during his illustrious career.

30.  The Chairman Committee expressed his displeasure on the persistent absence uf&:'—‘{ﬁ

Police of the Punjab and the CEO / D.G, Punjab Forensic Agency Lahore (PFSA). The Charman

Committee advised the Coordinator Senator Rana Magbool to take the following steps:-

a) The head of the Forensic Laboratory be directed to present his point of view on-

the tempered blood samples of the 3 girls.

b) Two more weeks are extended for the receipt of the foremnsic report.

¢) The Sub-Committee may consider also to advise for exhuming of the bodies of
the girls, if necessary.

d) The investigation of JIT duly constituted by Punjab Government may be
overseen by the Sub-Committee.

¢) The Sub-Committee is advised to submit its final report within 5 weeks which
may also identify and fix the responsibility in the delay in registration of the
case.

f) The investigation may also be carried out against DPO who has declared the
death of girls as natural death.

3k Senator Rana Magbool Ahmed informed the Committee that he himself visited
Bahwalnagar and has found that the officers and officials of the local police station were
involved in hiding and tempering the facts of the case. He observed that the Punjab Police
was not cooperating. He stated that the attitude of the Police and all other concerned
departments of the Punjab has been highly hopeless and disappointing. He stated that there
was a eriminal negligence and incompetence on the part of the said departments.

32, Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi stated that the concerned Deputy Commissioner
who certified the death of the girls as ‘patural death’ without any substantive medical
evidence should be transferred immediately so that investigation could be ensured on merit.
The Chairman directed to transfer the DC, Bahawal Nagar and finalize the nominations of the
JIT within the next three days.

33.  The Minister of State for Interior assured the Committee that he will personally look

into the matter to solve the mystery of the death of three girls in Cholistan desert.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) The Committee directed the Ministry of Interior to inquire about the exact demands of
FATF and present the stance of the government and the actions and measures being
taken by the Government of Pakistan in this r-egrd.

a) The Committee recommended that Sub-Cor el to suimut its final report
within 5 weeks which may also identify and ﬁx &q sponsibility in the delay in
registration of the case.

i

|
2) The Chairman Committee directed to transfer the DC, Bahawal Nagar and finalize the

nominations of the JIT within the next three days. |

1

3) The Chairman Committee to refer the Bill to Ministry of Lav & Justice and CADD for
legal opinion and directed Ministry of Interior to propose punishments to be
incorporated against those who violate the provisions of the ﬁilluweﬂ.

|
4) The Committee approved and rmummdad pnanimously that there should be a

Parliamentary Commission consisting of members from a !ha Political Parties of both
Houses, The Standing Committee will continue tu proby --h the capacity of Standing
Committee which is a Parliamentary legal body n ated to oversee this matter. Some
of the members proposed that Standing Cmmae m add some additional members
from other Parties as Observers/Special Invitees. Some members suggested that this
Standing Committee may be converted into a Parli y Commission with some
additional mandate and the Committee will continue e and will provide entire
material investigated by the Committee to the Kﬂm ymentary Commission for
their assistance. The Committee has also proposed T ‘the future Parliamentary
Commission and decided to continue to investigate on ﬁ& ve mentioned TORs.

5) The Committee recommended the following o ', ‘and grey areas are being
investigated by the Committee in Generﬂﬁecﬁou.zﬂ!&' 1 the following proforma:-

PROFORMA FOR POLITICAL PARTIES/INDEPENDENTS

1. Name of Political Party/Independent Candidates
2. Name of Head of Political Party _
3. Name of General Secretary of the Political Party

Questions to be answered:-

(.No.1:Any Delay in election results?
(.No.2:Any Failure of RTS housed in NADRA?
().No.3:Any issues related to RMS housed in ECP? :
().No.4:Your observations of the members on RTS and Rﬁs‘?
().No.5:Any Shortage of the Form — 457 3
().No.6:Non-provision of Form-45 to the polling agents?
Q.No.7:Ouster of polling agents from the polling stations?
().No.$:The number of votes rejected, constituency-wise?
().No.9:Failure of internet services/telephone services in:
Q.No.10:Breakdown of Internet Server at NADRA’s He
NADRA slow down during the operation?

1e Constituencies?
q . Did the server of

Page | 8




Q.No.1 1:Reservations by the Members of Senate in the House e.g. posting and transfer
of Presiding Officers and Returning Officers — complaints made by Senators from
Baluchistan? |

Q.No.12:Recovery of Stamped Ballot Papers on roadside, dustbins or elsewhere?
Q.No.13:Violation, if any, in awarding contract of Internet services by NADRA or ECP
in violation of PPRA rules?

Q.No.14:Further forensic audit of RTS by an independent private credible company?
Q.No.15:Detecting of any other violation of security code for both RTS and RMS?

6) The Committee decided to give an open hearing to all the Political Parties after the
receipt of the response on the above proforma.

7) The Committee recommended that in order to come to a conclusion it was imperative
that Audit logs of the two systems be investigated. It was aiso asserted that the routing
data be examined along with unused ballot papers. It was suggested by some Committee
members that Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN) be summoned in the next
meeting and total cost of electioneering and its sources be delved into as well,

8) The Committee has directed the Secretary ECP to verify this “Voice Message” whether
passed by Election Commission of Pakistan or not.

| o mew—

9) The Chairman also informed the Committee that he has written a letter to the Prime
Minister in his capacity as Interior Minister for notifying a Technical Experts
Committee as per the request of ECP to assist the Committee to further probe the
technical aspects of RTS.

10) The Committee recommended that relationship between UNDP and Kaulitatem Inc.
needs to be investigated. Senate Standing Committee on Interior decided to include the
issne of verification of Result Management System (RMS) as TOR for further
investigation.

23.  The meeting ended with a vote of thanks from and to the Chairman.

( Senator A.Rehaman Malik )
(Tanvir Ahmed ) Chairman
D.G./Secretary Committee. Senate Standing Committee on
Interior
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Commission fears

~ attacks on trammg
 centres of returning
“officers

By lkram Junaidi

ISLAMABAD:  Warning
agiinst possible violénce in
the runup to’ ge:un-al eleu:
tions, Election Commi

Pakhrunkhwa and

there. were S0 mm aecud;y

.msﬁesf" ‘not. in Qu,mta.
mﬂgm ;

where a district
migmrdie,dmabmb :.

Ealouh;sm Security: lﬁsw'
had " also ‘arisen in Kh}ﬂ)sr

Sinflor ,iﬂ.ddanﬁm hmn ben

 borders, lthmka.rmyofﬂtmls
mllonbrquaputecl at sensi-

tive polling ‘stations, On the
~other hmﬂ, g8 many as 350,000

will be required

i xfﬂve&t‘ﬁmalsaremhedeputed
_ateach pollingstation,” hesaid.

Senator Azam Khan Swati
of rthe Pakistan Tehreel-i-
Insaf (PTI) sai idl it was unfortu-
" nate that politicians had never

_uwdmmakethepohoem

institution. 1f the police were

_an msntuhou, }lke the amw.

. publ!c: meet.u;lg h‘t

the addmenal?uﬂiﬁﬂ

3 ‘Haaderi said that during the
% _éjgariém in his constituency

_security arrangetents for the
Mr Yagoob sald{humwus-"- GuitiYe

committed to ng elections
within 60 days, | hu.t thsmwas
always the unex- o L
pectedmmdmmm]ungﬁlace. “large  num

“During the 2013 elections,

Authority (Nadra) C
Usmud Youﬁf Mobin said it
would be hard to install good

A



NAME OF NEWSPAPER:

PLACE OF PUBLICATION

DATE OF ISSUE

s B

i

e

Election symb@l_ i ; gt

\PPP see
ECP calls security a major
challenge for polls, seeks to
deploy army. :

& OUR CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission of Pakistan
believes security will be a major chal- th
Jenge for the July 25th genera election, - using
warning that arternpts could be made to
sabotage polls.

I his briefing to the Senate's Standing
Committee on Interior, Secretary Election
orumission Babar Yaqoob recalled a dis-

elections. i . _

He said security may be provided to country
all those politicians who face security
threats. The committee decided to con-
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| follow ECP ¢

ECP secretary informs
Senate panel 800,000
security personnel will
perform poll duty;
ISPR chief says
security of candidates
is govt, ECP
responsibility

| BY Our Staff Reporier

SENATE SECRETA

Directorate)

Continued from Page 1
National  Counter terrofism
Authority (Nacta).

Rejecting as baseless rumours

about the army’s perceived efforts per

to influence the outcome of the
elections, Maj Gen Ghafoor said
the army was only working on the
ECP’s directives to maintain law
and order situation.

Elaborating the
assigned to army I
said; - “The armed forces
always lent support to civil institu-
tions. The ‘security situation is
being improved in the entire coui-
try to hold el_ections."

The ISPR chief refused to divulge
the strength of armed forces per
sonnel to be deployed in Quetta
near where a suicide blast at an
elecrion-related gathering claimed
lives of around 150 people. “Leave
the planning side to us; we know
how many Iroops have to Df
ed where. We have analysed

deploy
from the security point

nasary BlACE
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Main accused in
Bilour attack arrested

Senate body tol(i }-Ta.stung blast bomber identified

Aslm Yasin He said that Ic xd adminis- the transparency of the election. these serious concerns of ECP.
tration and police ere not in- He said that the result manage- The ECP secretary strongly

ISLAMABAD: The Senate’s formed prior to the corner ment system and the transmis- reputed the notion that the ECP
Com_nﬂtteaon'lnteﬁorwasin- meeting of ANP. “The incident ngmnyuﬁemhzvealsobeei\hn- is playing a biased role, saying |
formed on Thursday that main would have been averted if the proved with special software such corments are hurtful as.
accused in Peshawar suicide at- administration lia¢ been in- with three ways mechanism for ECP is intended to conduct
tack targeting Haroon Bilour formed well befcre the meet- the results transmission. free, fair and transparent elec-
was arrested from Hangu and ing,” he ad T ; He said that around 200 for- tions under Article 218 of the |
li_te'hom_beroﬂu:mﬁc‘ua‘shmg The special mecting was at- eign observers have reached Constitution of Pakistan. He|
attack has been identified as tended by Senator Rana Mag- Pakistan to monitor the elec- said that nation will be celebrat- |
Hafiz Nawaz, a resident of Ab- bool Ahmed, Senator Javed Ab- toral process and the Election ing 95th July as Democracy
bottabad. basi, Senator Kulsoom Perveen Commission is fully cooperat- Day. i
A meeting of the Senate’s and Senator Muhammad Ateeq ing and facilitating them. Senator Rehman Malik said
Conunittee was held with its Shaikh as members and Sena- Senate Standing Committee that this committee highly ap-
Chairman Abdul Rehman Malik tor Saadia - Abl Senator on Interior Chairman Senator preciates the role of the ECP |
in the chair was told that In- m need, Senator Rehman Malik expressed grave and stands by it and extends |
spector General of Police Muham id Ali Khan Saif and concerns over the use of abu- full support of Parliament 10
Mohsin Hassan Butt briefed the Senator Sitara Ayaz ps special mmnase by some politi- conduct free, fair and transpar-
committee about the deadliest invitees. Secretal Interior, during election campaign ent elections.
tarror attack in Mastung in Secretary Deférice, Setretary and asked for stringent actions Ialamlﬁd IG Palice also
which more than 200 people Election Commission of Pak- against them before the elee- briefed the meeting and said ad-
were martyred and informed istan, National Coordinator tions. equate measures have been
the committee that suicide Nacta, Chairman Perna, Chair- TheSecretary ECP said that taken to make the polling day
bomber was recognised as man Nadra, Home Secretaries actions have already been taken' peaceful across the ICT. The Ir-
Hafiz Nawaz hailing from Ab- and IGPg from all provinces on complaints of hate speeches terior secrefary informed the
bottabad and further investiga- and IGP and Islamabad chief and use of abusive language by committee that regular meeting
tion is underway. “The suicide commissioner. among others. some politicians. He assured are be g held with all stake-
bomber was part of Daesh and Election Commission of that elections will be held free, Tholders video confer-

Meanwhile, the additional rity officials and 700,000 ECP CCT cameras may be made op- Malik appealed the people of
IGP briefed the committee staff will perform their duties, erational across the country for Pakistan to come out and vote
about the blast in Peshawar “Bearing in mind the events of v:gdmcesmdsmwi]lmom on July 25th for the future of
which hit Haroon Bilour and 2013, the ECP took the decision Senate Stariding Committee the country considering it a
told the committee that the JIT to deploy army. He said that it is Chairman Senator Rehman prime national duty and respon-

N = ———
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éﬂeﬁng Senate panel
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'Rebuffs rumours that army personnel are

5 s \
issued ‘different orders

S QADEER TANOLL
IEEAMABAD
Rejecting the notion that the army has
any direct role in upcoming general
election, the military’s ¢hief' spo}es-
person has reiterated that the

99 The armed forces have
always fent support i
civi! institutions

|SPR chief Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor

st s U e AR s R Y e s e AT
2ol ..‘-gr-,.-';%?a%":’-;ref&:;%ﬁ%:n-.f-ur.-:_.é?siaf-r--:ﬂ_,- SR
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ATy personnel are only following the

" Election Commission of Pakistan's (ECP)
|code of conduct to provide foolproof se-
| curity during polis.

“We don't have any link with the elec-
tions; we are only working on the ECP’s
directives to improve the law and order
situation. We do not have a direct role
in polls,” said the Inter-Sexrvices Public
Relations (ISPR) Director General Maj
Cen Asif Chafoor on Thursday.

Chafoor was briefing a meeting of the

| Senate Committeeon Interior, chaired by

The security situation

headded. :
BRIEFING SENATE PANEL, PAGB://

in the entire country to hold elections,”

o c——e s




SENATE SECRETARIAT

(Media Directorate)
NAME OF NEWSPAPER: THE EXPRES_S TRIBUNE
PLACE OF PUBLICATION ISLAMABAD.
DATE OF ISSUE 9.6/ O ?'/‘?alf

Army following ECP code for security: ISPR

BRIEFING SENATE PANEL, FROMPACE1
According to Ghafoor, 371,000 sol-
diers will be deployed at polling sta-
tions natonwide. The army i3 also
performing its duty at the printing
lot papers and boxes, he said.

He, However, clarified that the -

ariny is not taking direct respon-
sibility for the security of any
politician. “Security of political
candidates is the responsibility of
the government of Pakistan and
the ECP”
He said the armed forces are as-
sisting the ECP for security during
. polling, addingmatthgywmalsn
“have to do police duty until the po-
lice's abilities are improved.
- deployment of army on the election
-'day. He said two army personnel
‘would be deployed inside each poll-
To a question of Senator Kulsoom
Parveern: about the number of troops
‘to be-deployéd in Balochistan in
view of sensitivity in its areas,

GChafoor said army deployment
would be made as per require-
ment, However, he denied sharing
details in this context. “Planning
of security arrangements should

beleft on us. We know how many

twoops are to be deployed in which
areas. Whatever the kind of threat
is, the response always remains the

same,” he added,
Responding toa query of Rehunan
Malik about coordination with
the ISPR chief

“When the elections took place
in Afghanistan, we took extraot-
dinary measures on this side of

president phoned Pakistan prime
minister and the army chief to
assure us of their cooperation,”

Briefing by ECP %
The ECP Secretary Babar Yagoob
also briefed the Senate bédy over

the security arrangements on
the polling day and said a total
of 800,000 security officials and
700,000 ECP staff will perform
their duties.

“Bearing in mind the events of
2013, the ECP took the decision to
deploy the army. We are grateful
to the army. Their officers are also
Dbeing trained. The army's help was
also obtained to keep a watch on
ballot papers,” he said, ]

He said it is for the first time in
watermark will be used. This
paper is imported from Europe
which will ensure transparency
of the election.

Yaqoob told the panel that the
ballot papers have been com-
liletely‘délivmd in Balochistan
and Khyber-Pakhtunkwa (K-P).
“Ballot papers in Purijab have been
delivered to 22 districts and toeight
districts of Sindh," he added.

~ He said the result management
have also been improved with

mechanism for the results trans-
mission. “Around 200 foréign ob- .
servers have reached Pakistan o
monitor the election and the ECP
is fully cooperating and faciltat

To query about allotment o the
symbol of ‘Jeep” to various candi- -
dates, he said the district return- .
they have got the authority toallot | -
an available symbol to a candidate
on the requiest. However, he de- |
mnied allotting symbol of ‘grave’ to |
any candidate,

Res to another query
about his assessment on expected.
mumout in the forthcoming elec-;
tion, he said prediction in this con-

The Nadonal ter Terrorism
Authority (Nacta) National

oA
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Coordinator Dr Suleman Khan

briefed the panel on possible
threats to varipus political parties
and candidates during their elec-
tion campaigns and on polling-day.
He said there are 65 threat alerts for
variouss politicians across the coun-
try and most of the threats alerts
are from across the border.

He said the perception that
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) had weakened after death
of its chief Mullah Fazalullah
has proved wrong at a time when
the elections are commencing

and the environment is highly 1

charged. :

“Threats have been received
regarding almost every political
party including PT1, PPP, Tehreek-
g-Allah o Akbar and others. There
are parties which have more threat
alerts and there are some which
are facing fewer. These threat
alerts are mostly from banned
outfits including TTP, Ahrar and
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.”

He revealed that there is also

a possible threat alert from the
threat alerts which are specific
and there are others which are of
general nature,” he added. Another
groups execute a terrorist activ-
ity while one of them claims the
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Conduct of elections

nalline.™ he said.

To a question about coordi-

- FAZALSHER ' . portation of ballot papers and >fompagel . .~ nation with Afghanistan, he;
ISLAMABAD; - Armed ballot boxes,” he said. right (o vote at 85,307 polling ¢34 that Pakistan has been
Forces have no direct role in Ghafoor said this is not for mﬂmh&mmmsm sssured of reciprocal support
the conduct of general elections the first time that armed forces buildings and a total of 371,388 m the Afghan side on the
_ to be held-on July 25 but troops ?}wl‘been %III:; inhid:lfcivil , troops \;rlil{;be deployed for o &me
would be deployed to improve forces but they have always . eloction duty. tions ook place in Afghanistan,
the security situation on the ‘fent support o civil instit-  When he wasaskedby PML- e took g:ulrmdlm
instructions” of Election tions. “There were some N Senator Kulsoom Parveen o g g on this side of the borde ¥
Commission of Pakistan rumors that army personnel  disclose the quw gt e Tl Wﬂ"' |
(ECP), said Director General of ‘had’ been issued different being in Balochistan, : mpf ﬁtl_l'mn‘ p.-':-m_:ml I \
Inter-Services Public Relations - orders; this is completely base- [ the DG ISPR said, “Leave the e Army Chief o assure us of
(ISPR) Major General Asif Jess,” he made it clear. planning to us as we ' - their cooperation.~ he said. |
Ghafoor on Thursday. - He said that in 1997 general  comprehensive asscssment as Sccuren:ury"_ '_'_ ECP Babar |
Gen Ghafoor while briefing elcction, 192,000 troops had - to how many troops to be  yaqoob Fatch Muhammad .
the Senate Standing Committee -'bmx_delagatadmduvfnover- . where. We have ana- ng'-on'ﬂ:e-owidmiaid -
on Interior preside ouersl'sgeis,mpallingstaﬂuns. In lymlevﬂ?phoefromsmg that 2 total OF 820,853 ity |
Senator Rehman Malik - the general elections of 2002, ' rity point of view. We have _ nnel including those o]f
ing security arrangements dur- the army deployed less than ° made deployments as per the Pakista Armiy and police and
ing elections, said that armed 35,000 troops for 64,470 | peed in Balochistan.” lm'mmmFm staff will porform
forces have no direct responsi- polling stations because the To another question 8bOUL  oie duties on the g
bility in the conduct of elec- ECP only tasked the amy with  (he security of senior politi- He said that hmm first te |
. tions but they would assist ECP overall security, he said. cians, Gen Ghafoor made it computerized Election R olls |
being apolitical. Likewise, in the 2008 gener- ' clcar that the army is not taking ; ) is fully opers-
He said that ECP has issued al election, 39,000 troops were  direct ibility of security | tsyiomlwwiﬁms bled polling
a written code of conduct to deployed at 64,100 polling sta- | of anybody. “Army’s role 1o through cadh
armed forces and they are fol- tions while in 2013 election,! provide security for election ’dvoterﬂmcm have a ook at his -
jowing it. “The main responsi- 75,000 troops had been dacs not mean that it would ‘ polling atation on fis 00 ;
bility of armed forces is to deployed on 70,185 polling ' glso take direct W"'?"f L Sehile venails m“f usys-m .
ensure security environment all stations. In the 2018 elections,  gecurity of any politician,” h¢  yom is fully operational and.
over the country during elec- 105.95 million cligible voters  said, He said the security of ' requltst ission sysicm wiﬁ{
tions, including security of pol- will be able to exercise their. candidatcs is the responsibility e used for early result :
ing stations, printing and trans- >P4 Cdg of the government. “We ar¢ The secretary ECP said that
s AF assisting the  Election ballot papers have
Commission for security during  peen imported from the UK

and France for clection and
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imechanism is in plece. The | Accountability
ECP owns safe rooms for oM
preservation of the cniiive; 108 question
polling record and CCTV cam-  ™emt of ‘jeep
o will be installed in each | candidates,
booth of every highly sensitive | Y
poling station, he sai

Out of total 105.95 million

istered voters, 429949 arc

Eaalochistan, 15,316,299 in | To another question about

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, { printing of ballot pa
60,672,868 _in Punjab.
22391 244 in Sindh, 2.510,150
in FATA a

that out of total #5307 polling ‘while briefing the
stations. 20.789 are sensitive said that
stations. 1 uthe
He denied that anny peeson- threat alerts
nel would have 8 free hand at
_ polling stations. “A

csonnel would have a froe : While someare

e K
e asp;‘ﬁ'ffmd,ofm&'m | Tehreek. Taliban_Pakistan

(TTP). Lashkar-e-Jhang¥i.
inma'a_t-ul-Aer. Daish and

work
of ECP,™ he added, assuring it
that only ECP will ¢onduct

will inform the concemed

clection. MG M London. _
He said that army pczsum'ld Mufti Noor w;h Mehsud
has been appointed ﬁ n >

siding officers and chief of TTP aftet k
officers if they come anyone Mullah Fazlullsh. Noor
atternpts (o fill ballot boxes. . - mons and

Senator Javed

stations in other countries 8S
well. To this, the secretary ECP |

said the decision to deploy “5““ that m“‘mﬂ’ﬁ

| Bilour who was mariyred in @
| terrorist aack in Peshawar

 while BAP lcader Sirj Raisani

troops in and outside T‘allmg
station was taken in the ight of
the security situation of the
counfry

to the uingmtiomin'.&or# was martyred in Mastung

pol
dance with National Counter | attack.

Terrorism Authority | & senior official of lc;g‘ﬁ’;

(NACTA).  Pakhtunkhwa police tol

o a question that letters commitice that there was 00
s;!cclfic threat to Haroon

have been written 10 some
returning officers bY the per- [ ohotr Police have:
sonnel of secret agencies 10 i facilitator of the terror

bricf them, the secretary ECP | from [angu,

he added.
admitted that such matter has | Rehman Malik advised

| NACTA to formulate

Khyber Pakhutunwa and ECP | SOPs for peaceful electi
i ' ing the threats and

hamakmitsnouccaswcllasi

i g . - .
asked concerned authority t0 | advices of this committce in

stop it. He also said that Ece | view. He ex

S10P itten o letter to National | “Tﬁmh‘“&

SENATE SECRETARIAT
(Media Directorate)

said that law does not allow
printing of additional ballot

nd 765,348 are in | . :
foderal capital. he said, NACTA chief Dr Salman
t from March onward,
the authority has received 65
politicians of all politica
ties. However,

__.hesﬁdwm
has been given that the army of threat alerts are general -

K03, ed | therefore, he would play IS

; i deploy role in regrouping of d'lw prur
?n:‘ic;‘:‘ gﬂamﬁ: m: P‘,o)i:: tled groups-of Taliban? he

BUSINESS RECORDER
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Bajwa vism:d ﬂu: Elechtms
Support ‘Center 3et up i
¢ stated in

conduct. 1
. The A!my thtef dnrected
thalallaﬂ'oﬁsbeptnmmen- R

ment enabli péapie of I‘aki ',
stan to ﬁ'el:g exerclsﬁ ‘their
demucratlc > right.
le, ‘the fop lead- i
ershlp of allm litical parties in '
Pakistan 18 mghthreat, said
Dr Suleman, chief of Na-
tional Counter Te rrousin A
Aulht!nf? (NACTA):
Briefing tI\c Senqm s
Standing mmittee on In-
terior, NACTA Chief sa;d
Lcadershl of all ‘political
_ .parties is threat. We
hmmwedﬁ ‘threat alerts
most fmm ‘Ihhreek-e-‘l‘ahban
Pakistan
B‘aﬂn:d Jamagat-ul-Ahrar - )
s and Daesh haye also issued . W
threats, the NACTA chief i
formed the committee, adding
that th “have also recorded \

from MQM. Lon-
don. 'me list of political lead-
ers facing threat would be .
shared with the Standing Com-
mittee, Dr Suleman said and
added that every time some
mﬂuant groups become active
inst election process. i
Dr Suleman advised intel-

e atma o lonnnh
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DG says army i orly

directives to improve - %m;m_wﬁ{e g

e : . personnel had been it

law and order situation  orders .. s is conpl
; 3 he informed a special

| saling. di Senate Standing C
® Army not taking direct a0 natvav.

T PK S 80 Fule Hakimol PT1s
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Senate Standing Commit- attend ?
tee on Interior Tuesday di- cluding Attique
récted Federal Investiga- Talha . Mahmood

tion Agency (FIA) to take oom ]
action against those who s Tkramu

exploit cocial media for rior and FIA. meeting : in Tele worker of Pakistan Pe
wrong propaganda, mis- was briefed on meas res cial he Commiitee - nicati -~ Party (PPP), Yasir Kalhor
on and use. abu- ading obje : e and others ecdos
'sive language against the
opponents. -~

- Chaiting a meeting
here, Senator, Rehman
Malik said social media has
become a necessity of time
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Stamped ballot papers on roadside:

our mm eral elections, 2018 'ﬂﬂd appar-
ently, it looks that there is no

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate justification of the said bunch
Standing Committee on Interior of ballot papers found in such

Senator Abdul Rehman Malik public places.

and Coordinator nominated by Hesqs,'ﬂﬁssmwsuwﬂ-

the Senate House to mouitor se- leged irresponsible attitude of

curity of General Elections, the ECP staff/eoncerned other

9018 has written a letter to all stall who have failed to perform

inspectors  general palice their official obligations allowing

{IGPs)andmm'e‘sgcmaﬂes Lo the ballot papers to go in the

submiit a comprehensive report unauthorised hands. All IGPs

general elections, 2018 found fore directed to submit a com-

on road sides, dust bins, drains jve and consolidated re-

the recovery of such

port ot

were earlier used by the elec- a fully consolidated report and
tion staff at polling stations. Lo to the Committee by 20th
“These lose official ballot pa- of Augus 2018 as the Comit-

cities of the country as well,” he held on 27th August, 2018.
stated in a letter. Rehman Malik directed that
uismﬂuerstatedm&met- mﬁmm\thmﬂwmamrmay £

safe custody/possession of the Wwﬁ'ﬂtmﬁmh}bﬂm
staff of ECP/concemed goverie protect the official 'docu-
ment departments, have not meni/state property. “These ur-
been able to safeguard the bal- usual discoveries of the ballot

lot papers as per SOPs issued papers on road sides, dust bins
by the ECP. mdpublicp!smgslwwmrqil-

Genator Retuan Malik we to comply with the SOPs is-
writes that this situation has suedb;r_ﬂ\eECP-fergamal elec-
raised serious questions on gen- tions, 2018," he stated in aletter.
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Rehman Malik
secretaries to su

Stamped ballot papers |
recovered from roadsides,

dustbins, drains and
classrooms

By Our Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Senate-nominated
coordinator for moniforing security
of the July 25 elections Rehman
Malik lias written a letter to all
inspectors general of police (IGPs)
and home secretaries to submita com-
prehensive report on the incidents of
recovery of stamped ballot papers
from roadsides, dustbins, drains and
classrooms from various parts of the
country after the elections.

“It has been noted with grave con-
cern in the media and by the general

public that a large number of official
ballot papers, duly stamped on elec-
tion symb of various political par-

ties have been spotted along road-
sides, dustbins and in some class-
rooms which were earlier used by the
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Senate committee

Sevefal stamped votes were fof 1

dustbins across c1t1es

@0 OUR CORRBSPONDENT
ISLA.M.ABAD e

_n of Standing
Committee on Interior of the
Senate has sought a compre-
hensive réport from provincial
authorities over discovery of
stamped ballot papers which
were reportedly found in nu-
merous places after the general
elections.

Senator Rehman Malik, the
chairman of Senate panel on
Interior has written a letter to all
Inspector General Police (1GPs)
and home secretaries to sub-
mit an inclusive report on the
stamped ballot papers found on
roadsides, dustbins, drains and
classrooms, post general elec-
tions, 2018. . -

In the letter, Senator Malik
writes “it has been roted with
Brave comncern in the media
i and by the general public that

a large number of official ballot
papers, duly stamped on elec-

Itis 'il.lled in the letter
that the officia! ballot

tion symbols of various poudm.:épam Wf]}th were meant

parties, which have been spot-
ted along roadsides; dustbins

and in some classrooms which - 05
not bef:n able to saieguard

were earlier used as polling
stations. These official ballot
papers were alsa found outside
the polling stations in several
cities as well.”

It is further stated in the letter
that it is a matter of grave na-
tional concern that the official
ballot papers which were meant
to be in the safe custody of the
staff of ECP, have not been able

1o sageguar&th& ‘ballot papersas

per SOPs issued by the ECP,

He writes that this situation
has raised serious questions on
the July 25 polls and seemningly,
thete is no justification of the
said bunch of ballot papers
found in such public places. He

sade custody
Of FCP have

tobein fl
QL

the batlet po pem

*‘says “This shnws the a.l}eged ir-

responsible attitude of the ECP
staff who failed to perform their
official obligations allnv;ringibal-
lot papers to go in unauthorised
hands.

All IGPs and home secretaries
herefore directed to subrmit
ymprehensive and consoli-
dated report on the recovery of
such stampedebﬂ ot
their respective juris |
and report on the above hnes
if they were stolen or it was
an effort to make the elections

.20, as the committee will look

- i Sl
dispured.”

Malik has also directed the
home secretaries to collect req-
uisite information in ehe form.

Aug

send it to theco" [T

into the marter in %meﬂug
scheduled for ﬁugz#"
Meanwhile, it is:directed that
the martter may also be examined
by the secretary law division and’
propose some additional legal
course of action including crim-
inal negligence against those
who failed to protect the official |
documents and state property.
The panel has also asked sec-
retary of interior to ensure the
desired report is submitted by .
“date and the secretary,
‘look inito these unusual
recoveri"és ‘of ballot papers
which wete the sole property

of the ECP.
S

=i |
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/ Stamped ballot papers recovefy
Senate body seeks
explanations from E

¥

i

|

Sta¥F REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

The Senate’s Standing Com-
mittee on Interior has sought

" explanations from the Election

Commission of Pakistan, pro-
vincial secretaries and inspec-

tor generals of police over the -

recovery of stamped ballot
papers following the gen
election last month.

A letter, dated August 6,
has been sent to the Ministry
of Interior, the Ministry of
Law and Justice, the ECR, and
all provincial and capital city
home secretaries and inspec-
tor generals, seeking their re-
sponse on media reports detail-
ing the recovery of ballot pa-

pers from garbage dumps and
a school, which was a dﬁ;
nated polling station during

polls.

The letter was dispatched
on the orders of Rehman
Malik, the chairman of the said
standing committee.

The letter observes that it
was 2 matter of graye “‘nati

eral concern that the official docu-

ments/ ballot papers which
were meant to be in the safe
custody, possession of the stafl
of the ECP/ concerned govern-
ment departments” were found
at public places.

“All IGPs and home sec-
fetaries are directed to submit
aco ive and consoli-
dated report on (he recovery of

report on the above lines if
they were stolen or if it was
an effort to mg ce the General
Elections, J".'I
zo.m COI LI m
the law minjstry to examine
the matter and propose an ad-
ditional course of action
against thoge who failed 'to
to further digcuss :

—_—
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By lkram Junaidi

ISLAMABAD: The Sanuta
Standing Comumitree on!
recommended a forensi
National Database and
Authority (Nadra) and
Commission of Pakistan (i
determine who was res
the failure of the Result Tra
System (RTS) on July 25.

Committee chairman Senator
Rehman Malik from the PPP said on
Monday that the committee hg
multiple formal and info ;
mgs on rhis matter, and hncﬁncﬁd : mitre¢

bya parllamantaty
essary to investigate th
and complaints : : [ail
ure of, the RTS, (R
“Before the elections, we asked &m

ECP about the arrangements and
were rtold they were cmﬂm
However, after the :
received a number of
such asthe unay y
or delays in handing ove ;
the announcement of results, the fail- ~ ters,

ure of the RTS, the axpu)sionofpoﬂ ansmlch

Continued from Page 15

Tudia, as well as one in New York in the United
States.

Independent Senator Asad Ali Junejo quasﬁmd_
Nadra and the ECF thoro v on technical aspects
of both svstems. He ste upset that the RTS
server was kept in the Nadra office rather m in
the ECP, despite the fact that ir just needed a few
feet of space.

e told the committee that in order to reach a con-
Clision ic wos imparative that the audir logs of the
two svetems be investigated.

He also asserted that routing data be exam-
ined, along with unused ballot papers. Some com-
mitter members suggested that members of the
Free and Fair Election Nerwork (Fafen) be sum-
moned 1o the next meeting and the total costs of
clectioneering and their sources be delved into as
well el

Senator Javed Abbasi from the PML-N said the
ECP b assured that the RTS would not be hacked,
but it is now being said that many people were
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the Houses of Parliament-Sen-
ate and National Assembly-to
probe and forensic audit of the
allegations of ylai
failure of Result Transniission
" “The multiple meetings,
both formal and informal, on
the subject and have come to
conclusion that a forensic
audit duly supervised by the
parliamentary committee is
necessary to probe into the al-
ure of RTS.” said Senates'
Committee on Interior Chair-
man Abdul Rehman Malik|

on Interior Chairman who is
{ta oversee the Elections-2018
| said that his committee was
nominated by the Senate of
Pakistan to-oversee the con-
dirction of the free, fair and
transparent elections and its

T

security.

He said that the committee
has already submitted two re-
ports in the House for the in-
formation of the House and
senators and soon he will be
submitting the third report.
“We were fully aware of the
complaints and reservations
regarding the failure of the Re-
sult Transmission System
(RTS) and doing the teclnical
investigations from Nadra and
ECP hesaid. .

by and |~ DY the wmhﬁ?_'af’ S@%ﬁ )

wtgﬂechairlﬁg_thqmeeﬁ;\gof-

election results, failure of RTS
‘housed in Nadra, issues related
to the RMS housed in the ECP,
observations of the members
on the RTS and RMS, shortage
of the Form45, non-provision
of Form-45 to the polling agent,
ouster of polling agents from
the polling stations; The xgﬂ-
ber af votes. rgjected, on-

-‘ ._ redy break‘
down of Internet Server at
Nadra's Headquarters, Did the
Nadra server slow down dur-

transfer of presiding officers
and returning officers—-com-
plaints made by senators from
Balochistan, recovery of

independent private credible
company and detecting of any
other violation of security code
for both the RTS and RMS.
Senator Asad Ali Junejo in-
terrogated Nadra and ECP
thoroughly on technical as-
‘pects of two systens. ke in-
order to come ta & conclusion
it was imperative that Audit
‘logs of the two systems be in-
vestigated. He also asserted
that routing data be examined
as well along with unused bal-
lot papers. It was suggested by
some committee members that
Free and Fair Election Net-
waork (Fafen) be summoned in
the next meeting, and total
costs of electioneering and its
saurces be delved into as well.
Senator Rehman Malik

said that the members of Sen-
ate Standing Committee on
Interior and ifs staff are’
working day and night to
reach a conclusion.

EHIFAYS




C V%anma]' on ml’
ﬁ wnduslon that a

supems[nnoi

to probe into the allegations of r
complaints and failure of RTS.

PPP Senator Rehman Malik, who was .

to oversee the security and other iss
of Elections 2018, sald committee | al-
ready submitted two reports in the
house on the issue and third onewould *
he submitted soon. “We are fully aware
of the complaints and rese

mission System (RTS) and are con-
ducting investigations with regard to

(RMS) was
technical aspects of matter from National Kaulitatem Inc
Database and Registration Autholjy* - didn't:

(Nadra) -and Election. Commissi¢
Pakistan (ECP). He sald the

was probing complaints and grey areas
including delay in election results, fail-
ure of RTS housed in Nadra, issues re-
lated to Result Management System.

(RMS) housed in ECP, observations of - added that Kaulitetam

the members on RTS and RMS, shortage
of the Form 45, non-provision of Form
45 to the polling agents, ouster of polling .
agents from the polling stations, the
number of votes rejected, failure of in-
ternet services/telephone services inthe -
constituencies, hreakdnwn of Internet
Server at Nadra's Headquarters and
whethen the server of Nadra becam
slow down during the operation?
Senator Asad Ali Junejo interrogated

Nadra and ECP thoroughly on technical “léading in the

aspects of two systems. He informed the
committee that in order to come to a
conclusion it was imperative that audit
logs of the two systems be investigated.
He also asserted that routing data be ex-
amined as well along with unused bal-
lot papers. It was suggested by some
committee members that Free and Fair
Election Network (FAFEN) be sum-
moned in the next meeting and total

B i T B L]

- n- : .
garding the failure of the Result Trans-

Mallkinf

ﬁle
‘ni

al data.

between UNDP and Kaulitate:
edmbeinmﬂgamﬂem%
wassclecnadm_ :

tificate verified by
‘namely EC-
origin con
abad India
lnc.shoul exp
they failed to inform ECP
. .UH ' «
was the minist
-+ PTI Senato

failure underthe diraa‘.lons ufhispal‘l]r
said that Chairman Nadra lhmm?nuﬂf
Mubin, his brother-in-lz - -
ware Development) /
and DG (Projects) Zulfigar
separated from the in
transparent inquiry. “ECP has i
me in black and white that Form 45
missing only in less than 50
tions out of 85,000 polling st

anid Addinm ot EAThad nload
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