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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

 

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW, JUSTICE AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS ON “THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS AND BAR COUNCILS  

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2015” 

 

 I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law, Justice and Human Rights, 

have the honour to present report on “The Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils 

(Amendment) Bill, 2015” as passed by the National Assembly on 25
th
 March, 2015 and laid 

in the Senate on 16
th
 April, 2015. The Bill was referred to the Standing Committee for 

consideration and report.  

  

2.  The composition of the Committee on Law, Justice and Human Rights is as 

under:-  

 

1.  Senator  Muhammad Javed Abbasi  Chairman 

2.  Senator Raja Muhammad Zafarul Haq Member 

3.  Senator  Mrs. Zahida Khan Member 

4.  Senator Dr. Muhammad Farogh !aseem Member 

5.  Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah Member 

6.  Senator Ms. Ayesha Raza Farooq Member 

7.  Senator !awabzada Saifullah Magsi Member 

8.  Senator  Saeed Ghani Member/Mover 

9.  Senator  Zaheerud Din Babar Awan Member 

10.  Senator  Aitzaz Ahsan Member 

11.  Senator  Farooq Hamid !aek Member 

12.  Senator Saud Majeed Member 

13.  Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights Ex-officio Member 

 

3.  The Committee considered the Bill in its meeting held on 12
th
 June, 2015 

under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi. Following Members attended 

the meeting:- 

 

1.  Senator  Muhammad Javed Abbasi  Chairman 

2.  Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah Member 
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3.  Senator Ms. Ayesha Raza Farooq Member 

4.  Senator  Saeed Ghani Member/Mover 

 

4.  The “The Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill, 2015” 

seeks to amend the Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils Act, 1973 (XXXV of 1973) to 

further regulate the disciplinary proceedings in the cases of grave professional 

misconduct and to prescribe the period for expeditious disposal of complaints. As per 

the statement of objects and reasons as well as stance taken by the Ministry of Law, 

Justice and Human Rights, the amendments have been proposed by the Pakistan Bar 

Council.  

 

5.  The Committee agreed with the rationale for bringing the proposed 

amendment, however, Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah pointed out a lacuna in the 

proposed amendment pertaining to absence of any defining provision regarding the 

terms “grave indiscipline or grave professional misconduct”. The Committee 

unanimously endorsed hon’ble Senator’s view points and desired that the Ministry of 

Law, Justice and Human Rights shall incorporate defining provisions in this regard in 

the Pakistan Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils Rules, 1976 and draft shall be placed 

before the Committee in its next meeting. Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights 

assured the Committee that draft will be placed before the Committee as per the 

directions. 

 

6.  In view  of the assurance given by the Ministry of Law, Justice and 

Human Rights, as reflected vide para 5, the Committee recommends that the “The 

Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill, 2015”, as passed by the 

National Assembly, may be passed by the Senate. (Copy of Bill Annexed)  

 






