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PREFACE 
I am immensely pleased to present the Report of the Senate Standing 

Committee on Kashmir affairs and Gilgit Baltistan for the period from 9th January to 

13th January, 2015. During this period the committee held seven meetings to 

oversee the working mechanism, performance and future plans of the Ministry of 

Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan and its attached departments. 
 

I feel pride in stating that the committee had the honour to work on a vast, 

enriched and diverse ambit of Kashmir affairs and Gilgit Baltistan Province. Where 

this broad spectrum is challenging, it also provides numerous opportunities for the 

committee to learn and to scrutinize technical issues as well as purely legal matters 

pertaining to the Ministry of Kashmir affairs and Gilgit Baltistan. 
 

  I appreciate my fellow members of the Committee for their active participation 

and contributions, which helped me to perform this role as the Chairperson 

effectively. I attribute the achievements accomplished by the Committee to them, 

because without their diligence and cooperation, it would not have been possible. I 

also wish to place on record the sincere and dedicated efforts of the government 

officials of relevant Ministries/Divisions. I am highly impressed by the strong 

operational performance of the Defence Production units of Pakistan. 
 

 I take this opportunity to extend my profound thanks to the Chairman Senate 

Mr. Nayyar Hussain Bukhari, Deputy Chairman Senate Mr. Sabir Ali Baloch, Leader 

of the House Raja Zafarul Haq and Leader of the Opposition Aitzaz Ahsan for their 

enormous support, guidance and endorsements whenever required. 
 

 I must also thank the Secretary Committee Dr. Syed Pervaiz Abbas and his 

staff for their whole hearted services and assistance in conducting Committee 

meetings and corresponding with the relevant entities. I am also grateful to my 

personal staff for their valuable and concerted efforts in attaining the Committee 

goals. 
 

         Sd/- 

(SENATOR BAZ MUHAMMAD KHAN) 
                           Chairman 
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                                     EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

 The principle of Parliamentary oversight on the Executive is enshrined in the 

Constitution of Pakistan mandated mainly through Parliamentary powers of 

legislation. These powers are further defined under the rules of the Senate of 

Pakistan that govern the functioning of the Parliamentary Committees as well.   

 

 The functions of Standing Committees in Pakistan’s Parliament are to debate 

legislation relating to, and overseeing the working and performance of the relevant 

Ministry or Division and its attached departments. Standing Committees have wide 

powers to call witnesses, requisite official records, seek statements on oath and 

take up any matter within their jurisdiction even without reference from the house. 

Moreover Standing committees can take up public petitions on any matter 

connected with the business pending before the parliament or any matter of general 

public interest which is primarily the concern of the government. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

 The Senate Standing committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan was 

initially part of the “Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs Kashmir Affairs 

and Gilgit Baltistan”. Senator Haji Muhammad Adeel (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, ANP) 

was the chairperson of the committee. 

 

 With a view to analyze in depth the separate issues pertaining to “Foreign 

Affairs” and “Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan”, it was bifurcated as Committee on 

Kasmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan on 9th January 2014. Hon’ble Senator Baz 

Muhammad Khan (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ANP) was elected the Chairperson of the 

Committee. This separation has led to enhanced efficiency and effectiveness of the 

committee. Thereby focusing more attention to the issues of Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit Baltistan. 
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 OBJECTIVE OF THE COMMITTEE: 

 The key responsibilities of the “Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir 

Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan are to oversee the function of the concerned Ministry 

and all its related bodies in keeping with tasks assigned to them. Review of 

legislation relating to the Ministry and to oversee the financial and policy related 

working and performance of the Ministry is the main task of the Committee. 

 
MINISTRY OF KASHMIR AFAIRS & GILGIT BALTISTAN: 

 

The Senate Standing of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan mainly correspond to 

the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan. The domain of business of the 

Ministry includes: 
 

 
1. Policy, administration and development in the Northern Areas. 
 

2. Administration of Jammu and Kashmir State property in Pakistan. 
 

3. Making Laws for Northern Areas. 
 

4. Relations with Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council and Azad 
Government of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

5. Matters relating to the Settlement of Kashmir dispute, other than those 
falling within the purview of the Foreign Affairs Division. 

 

6. Relief and rehabilitation work in the Northern Areas, together with 
provision of civil supplies. 

 

DISCUSSIONS & OBSERVATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

 During the course of the meetings it was discussed that the Ministry should 

make all out efforts to enhance the global competitiveness of GB work force by 

developing demand driven, dynamic and integrated technical and vocational 

training programme in conformity with the latest trends in the market. As regards 

weather conditions the committee noted that the physical progress of work on the 

development projects in GB remains slow between the period Nov–March due to 

extreme weather conditions.  
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The committee observed that the progress of Rathoa Haryam Bridge project was 

initially approved as cable stayed bridge in 2007.  The main purpose of the project 

was to reduce travelling time between Mirpur and Islamgarh, Chakswari, Dudyal, 

Kitti and Charhoi.  The total cost of the project is Rs. 4.232 Billion and expected to 

be completed by June, 2015.  The Committee also noted that an amount of Rs. 

433.909 million was required for 3rd quarter (2013-14) whereas Planning 

Commission only released Rs. 221.456 million till-date.   

 

The committee was informed that a Multi Sector Rehabilitation & Improvement 

project had been initiated by the Government of Pakistan with the collaboration of 

Asian Development Bank at an estimated cost of US $ 76.00 million with the aim to 

improve the living conditions, quality of life and economic prospects of the residents 

of AJ&K by rehabilitating and reconstructing economic and social infrastructure. 

Regarding Neelum Jhelum Hydro Power Project it was observed that Asian 

Development Bank raised objection that under the policy, no allocation of funds 

could be made for any project in the disputed areas. On the other hand Economic 

Affairs Division is persuing for alternate funding through other donor agencies, and 

simultaneously, negotiations with Asian Development Bank are also underway to 

resolve the issue. 

Regarding capacity building of AJK Power Development Organizations, it was 

observed that NUST, FINCON Services and AECOM Energy are currently 

imparting technical and managerial trainings to the employees of AJK power 

development organizations. A financial grant of Rs. 350 million had been allocated 

by donor agency for the purpose.  

The Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan recommended ensuring 

transparency and betterment in the affairs of these public entities which may benefit 

directly to public at large. 
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IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ARE: 
 

i. The Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan may make all out 

efforts to establish vocational and technical training programmes for 

the residents of AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan, especially for females in their 

own areas in conformity with the latest trends of national and 

international markets. 

ii. The Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan may coordinate with 

the Government of Gilgit-Baltistan for provision of the details regarding 

compensation package being offered to the affectees of Atta Abad 

Lake before the next meeting of the Standing Committee. 

iii. The Secretary Committee may write a letter to Ministry of Law, Justice 

and Human Rights for obtaining legal / expert opinion regarding 

purview of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit-Baltistan. 
 

 
Pubic Sector Development Programme: 

 
i. Planning Division should approve release of requisite funds against 

the projects already approved by the CDWP/ECNEC under PSDP 

2013-2014. Ministry should take up case with relevant 

Ministry/Division in the light of the minutes of this meeting. 

ii. Ministry of KA&GB may move a summary to CCI through relevant 

Ministry with the request to revisit the Zakat distribution formula and 

allocate more funds to GB in addition to their current share of 18% 

(out of total 7% Federal share) in view of existing poverty, 

backwardness and limited access of its population to basic 

amenities.  

iii. Ministry should make all out efforts to complete the ongoing 

schemes under PSDP 2014-15 as per the approved schedule. 

iv. All legitimate outstanding dues admissible to contractors, firms and 

companies working on various development projects should be 

made in time. 
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v. Ministry shall submit list of Contractors/firms that have been 

blacklisted on account of their poor performance while working on 

development projects in AJK and GB. 

vi. Ministry will submit eligibility criteria and selection procedure of 

Contractors hired for particular project(s). 

vii. Ministry may take up case with relevant forum for enhancement of 

Guzara Allowance in GB under Zakat fund which is currently being 

paid at the rate of Rs. 3000/- per six months per individual. 

 
 

Rescue and Rehabilitation Activities for Flood Stricken Areas of AJK 
 

i. The Committee recommended for presence of SDMA wear houses 

in each district of Azad Jammu Kashmir containing rescue and relief 

items i.e. tents, medical aid, sleeping bags instead of NDMA so as 

to ensure timely provision of relief good to the affectees in case of 

an eventuality.  

ii. The Committee expressed its serious concern over the non 

availability of rescue and rehabilitation assistance in the Indian 

occupied Jammu Kashmir and decided to invite Foreign Secretary 

in the next meeting in order to convey the concern. 

iii. The Committee also asked for provision of the report pertaining to 

the Initial Damage Assessment in Azad Jammu Kashmir to be 

furnished to the Federal Government by 25th September, 2014. 

 
 

--------------------
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HIGHLIGHTS OF YEAR: 
 

 
DATE ORGANIZATION EVENT DETAILS 

29th January 2014 Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs  
& Gilgit Baltistan 

Meeting : briefing on working 
mechanism, performance and 

future plans of the Ministry and its 
attached departments  

   30th April 2014 Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs & 
Gilgit Baltistan 

Meeting : briefing on Annual 
Development Programme of AJK 
and GB for the years 2012-13 & 

2013-14 and detail of land 
compensation, steps taken to 

resolve the grievances of affected 
people of Atta Abad Lake. 

      4th June 2014 Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs & 
Gilgit Baltistan 

Meeting: discuss and resolve the 
issue purview of the standing 

committee over the matters related 
to AJK/GB Governments with 

reference to Ministry of Kashmir 
Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan 

25th June 2014 Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs & 
Gilgit Baltistan 

Meeting: detail presentation of 
ongoing and defunct development 

schemes under Public Sector 
Development Program in AJK & GB 

for the year 2013-14 
24th September 

2014 
Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs & 

Gilgit Baltistan 
Meeting: details of loss of human 

life as well as livestock, 
damage/loss caused to property, 
roads and infrastructure due to 
recent heavy rains and floods in 
AJK. Briefing on thr preemptive 
measures taken to avoid such 
calamity and the rescue and 

rehabilitation activities being carried 
out in the flood stricken areas of 

AJK. 
24th October 2014 Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs & 

Gilgit Baltistan 
Meeting: briefing on the current 

acts of violation of the Line of 
Control by Indian Armed Forces. 

13th January, 2015 Ministry Of Kashmir Affairs & 
Gilgit Baltistan 

Meeting: progress report of the 
ongoing Neelum-Jhelum 

Hydropower Project in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir and the details of 
recent incident of deaths and 

casualties of Chinese and Pakistani 
workforce there 
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON KASHMIR AFFAIRS &  
GILGIT BALTISTAN 

(COMPOSITION) 
 
 

1. Senator Baz Muhammad Khan   Chairman 
2. Senator Mufti Abdul Sattar    Member 

3. Senator Dr. Saeeda Iqbal    Member 

4. Senator Engr. Malik Rashid Ahmed Khan  Member 

5. Senator Hilal-ur-Rehman     Member 

6. Senator Gulzar Ahmad Khan    Member 

7. Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio   Member 

8. Senator Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan   Member 

9. Senator Rubina Khalid     Member 

10. Senator Zahida Khan     Member 

11. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind   Member 

12. Senator Rubina Irfan     Member 

 

 

 

 

----------------------- 
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PROFILE OF THE  

  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 



Baz Muhammad Khan  

          

Name:   Baz Muhammad Khan  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province :  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party:   Awami National Party (ANP)  
Seat Description: General  
Designation:  Senator  
Oath Taking Date: 12-03-2012  
 
 

Personal Information  
 
Father's Name: Amir Muhammad Khan  
 

Contact Detail:  
 

Home Number: 0928-610701  
Mobile Number: 0333-9124504  
Gender:  Male  
Local Address: 410-H, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
 
Permanent Address: Village Shehbaz Azmat Khel Bannu.  
 

P   
olitical Career  

Committee (s) 
  Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan (Chairperson Committee) 
  Cabinet Secretariat  
  Functional Committee on Government Assurances  
  Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony  
 

Additional Information  
 

Mr. Baz Muhammad Khan is a renowned progressive politician in the khyber pakhtoonkhwa 
province. He spent his student life in struggle and remained in jail. He had leaded the political 
movement for the restoration of democracy during the period of military regime in Pakistan under 
the flag of Pakhtoon Student Federation (PSF). 
 
. In 1968 became President, Pakhtoon Student Federation (PSF) in college during Field Martial 
Muhammad Ayub Khan Martial Law tenure. 
. In 1970 as BA student, became Provincial Vice President of Pakhtoon Student Federation (PSF). 
. In University became Vice President, All Pakistan Pakhtoon Student Federation (PSF). 
. In 1977 Pakistan National Alliance (PNA) issued ticked for MPA but PNA boycotted the 
provincial general elections. 
. In 1988 elected as MPA and became Provincial Minister for Health. 
.In 1990 again elected as MPA and became Provincial Minister for Forest and later on became 
Minister for Irrigation. 
.In 1997 again elected as MPA. 
. In 2012 became Senator. 
. Senior vise president (ANP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province since 2006. 
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=78
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=83
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=96
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=96


Mufti Abdul Sattar  

         

Name:   Mufti Abdul Sattar  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province:  Balochistan  
Party:   Jamiatul-Ulema-e-Islam (F) (JUI-F)  
Seat Description: Technocrats Including Ulema  
Designation:  Senator  
Oath Taking Date: 12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information 
  
Father's Name: Malik Baig  
 
Contact Detail 
  
Office Number: 051-9222434  
Mobile Number: 0301-3760588 0333-7988238  
Gender:  Male  
Local Address: A-006, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: Jamia Mifta-ul-Uluma, Mastung.  
 
Political Career 
  
 
 Committee (s) 
   Science and Technology  
   States and Frontier Regions  
   Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=86
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=95
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=100
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122


Dr. Saeeda Iqbal  

 

Name:  Dr. Saeeda Iqbal  
Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015  
Province:  Federal Area  
Party:   Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description: Women  
Designation:  Senator  
 
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  

 
Home Number: 051-4437258  
Mobile Number: 0300-5220063  
Email:  saeeda.iqbal@senate.gov.pk  

 
Political Career  
 
Committee (s)  
   Defence Production (Chairperson Committee) 
   Cabinet Secretariat  
   Inter-Provincial Coordination  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
Academic Career  

ualification: Ph.D.  
 
Q
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=119
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=78
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=98
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122


Engr. Malik Rashid Ahmed Khan  

           

Name:   Engr. Malik Rashid Ahmed Khan  
Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015  
Province:   FATA  
Party:   Independent (IND)  
Seat Description: General  
Designation:  Senator  
 
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Home Number: 0926-312490  
Mobile Number: 0333-5553666  
Fax Number:  051-9202494  
Email:   rashid.ahmed.khan@senate.gov.pk  
Gender:  Male  
Local Address: J-110, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: F.R. Tabai, Kurram Agency.  
 
Political Career  
 
Committee (s) 
  Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development (Chairperson Committee) 
  States and Frontier Regions  
  Federal Education and Professional Training  
  Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan     
Academic Career  

ualification:  B.E.(Civil)  
 
Q
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=100
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=95
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=99
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122


Hilal-ur-Rehman  

       

Name:   Hilal-ur-Rehman  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province:  FATA  
Party:   Independent (IND)  
Seat Description: General  
Designation:  Senator  
Oath Taking Date: 12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
Father's Name: Malik Abdul Rehman  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Mobile Number: 0346-8889788,0333-9207323  
Gender:  Male  
Local Address: H-206, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: H.No. 29-A, St-5-A, Momin Town, Dalazak Road, Peshawar.  
 
Political Career  
 
 Committee (s) 
   Science and Technology  
   States and Frontier Regions  
   Planning Development and Reform  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=86
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=95
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=121
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122


Gulzar Ahmed Khan  

                                                                                                                 

Name:   Gulzar Ahmed Khan  
Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015  
Province:  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party:   Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description: General  
Designation:  Senator  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Office Number:  042-35870230-5  
Home Number:  051-2274210-042-35711094  
Fax Number:   042-5710717  
Email:    gulzar.ahmed.khan@senate.gov.pk  
Gender:   Male  
Local Address:  H#10, Luqman Hakeem Road, G-6/3, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address:  91-B-II, Gulberg-III, Lahore.  
 
Political Career  
 
 Committee (s) 
   National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
   Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony  
   Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
Academic Career  

ualification:  L.L.B  

dditional Information  

 
1965 

nion Council, D.I.Khan 1965 
tus of Federal Minister 1989 to 1990 

4 
.Khan Chief Patron and owner 

 
Q
 
a
Other Information 
Landlord and Advocate
Remained B.D. Member 
Remained Chairman, Naivela U
Remained Special Assistant to the Prime Minister with the Sta
Culture and Tourism Federal Minister 
Member Senate of Pakistan 1988 to 199
Four Charitable (Free) Dispensaries in D.I
Member the High Court Bar Lahore 
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=84
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=96
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=100
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122


Moula Bakhsh Chandio  

                        

Name:   Moula Bakhsh Chandio  
Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015  
Province:   Sindh  
Party:   Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat:    Description:General  
Designation:  Senator  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Mobile Number: 0300-3016700  
Email:   moula.bakhsh.chandio@senate.gov.pk  
Gender:  Male  
Local Address: J-103, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: B-26, Gulshan-e-Habib, Qasimabad, Hyderabad.  
 
Political Career  
 
  
Committee (s) 
  Railways  
  Water and Power  
  Parliamentary Affairs  
  Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
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http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=82
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=87
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=120
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=122


Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan  
             

          

Name:   Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province:  punjab  
Party:   Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description: General  
Designation:  Senator  
 
Personal Information  
 
Father's Name: Malik Ali Haider  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Home Number: 051-9262423  
Mobile Number: 0300-5000051  
Gender:  Male  
Local Address: H.No.3, Street No.56, F.8/4 Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: H.No.24, Street No.25, F.8/2 Islamabad.  
 
Political Career  
 
 Committee (s) 
   National Food Security and Research  
   Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony  
   Parliamentary Affairs  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
Academic Career  

Qualification: Masters in Economics  
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Rubina Khalid  

           

Name:   Rubina Khalid  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province:  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party:   Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description: Women  
Designation:  Senator  
Oath Taking Date: 12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Office Number: 051-9252135  
Home Number: 091-5276995  
Mobile Number: 0300-5263325  
Gender:  Female  
Local Address: H.No.45-A, St-38, F-10/4, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: 53-Shami Road, Peshawar.  
 
Political Career  
 
  Committee (s) 
    Cabinet Secretariat  
    Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage  
    Defence Production  
    Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
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Zahida Khan  

          

     
Name :   Zahida Khan  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province:  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party:   Awami National Party (ANP)  
Seat Description: Women  
Designation:  Senator  
Oath Taking Date: 12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
 
Contact Detail 
  
Home Number: 091-5860879  
Mobile Number: 0300-8588715  
Gender:  Female  
Local Address: i. E-406, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad. ii. H #440, St-28, E-11/4, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: H.No.296, St-26, Phase-6, Sector F-10, Hayatabad, Peshawar.  
 
Political Career  
 
 Committee (s) 
   Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony  
   Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development  
   Functional Committee on Human Rights  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
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Mir Muhammad Ali Rind  

           

Name:   Mir Muhammad Ali Rind  
Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015  
Province:  Balochistan  
Party:   Balochistan National Party Awami (BNP-A)  
Seat Description: General  
Designation:  Senator  
 

Personal Information  
 

Father's Name: Shay Mazer  
 

Contact Detail  
 

Mobile Number: 0322-9201116  
Email:   muhammad.ali.rind@senate.gov.pk  
Gender:  Male    
Local Address: A-406, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: i. Bangla No.9-4, Malik Afzal Colony, Spini Road, Quetta. 
   ii. House No.146/II, Khayaban-e-Shujjaat off Khayaban-Muhafiz Phase- 
   VI, DHA, Karachi.  
Political Career  
 

Committee (s) 
   Railways (Chairperson Committee) 
   Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony  
   Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development  
   Functional Committee on Problems of Less Developed Areas  
   Employees Welfare Fund  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan   
Additional Information  

uhammad Ali Rind was born in a respectable family of Rind Tribe in 1944 at Turbat/Kech 
 

cal 

t of Balochistan National Party (Awami). Earlier, he has served at 
l 

 

n to 

Other Information 
 
M
District of Balochistan. He got his early education from Quetta. A philanthropist by nature, he
devoted himself to the development and uplift of the people. His interest in the welfare of the lo
population motivated him to enter into the realm of politics at the grass root level, and was elected 
BD member at the age of 20. 
Currently, he is Vice Presiden
many prominent positions during his career. He has been elected Member, Balochistan Provincia
Assembly in 1985, 1990 and 1997. He was Minister Revenue and Excise & Taxation in 1990 and 
Minister for Food, Fisheries and Coastal Development in 1997 in Balochistan Cabinet. He has been
Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Minorities Affairs till its dissolution under 18th 
Amendment, in 2010. He has widely travelled both within and outside Pakistan and has bee
various countries in Europe, Middle East on official and private visit. 
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Rubina Irfan  

          

  
Name:   Rubina Irfan  
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
Province:  Balochistan  
Party:   Pakistan Muslim League (PML)  
Seat Description: Women  
Designation:  Senator  
Oath Taking Date: 12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail 
  
Home Number: 081-2835544, 2835023  
Mobile Number: 0300-3817722, 0336-8278883  
Gender:  Female  
Local Address: G-310, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: 4-A, Jail Road, Quetta.  
 
Political Career  
 
 
 Committee (s) 
   Ports and Shipping  
   Petroleum and Natural Resources  
   Functional Committee on Problems of Less Developed Areas  
   Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan    
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Secretary Committee           

            
Name:   Dr. Syed Pervaiz Abbas  
Designation:   Additional Secretary  
Home Phone:  9251 2201352  
Office Phone:  9251 9211334  
Mobile Phone:  92300 9414555  
Email:   pervaizabbas@gmail.com 
Address:   Flat No.12/21, Gulshan-e-Jinnah, Sector F-5, Islamabad  
Service Group:  Pakistan Administrative Service (PAS).17th CTP. 
 

Qualifications:  
• MD (Doctor of Medicine) LVOV MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - USSR 

• MA (Mass Communication)- University of the Punjab, Lahore. 

• Common and Specialized Training Programmes, Civil Services Academy, Lahore, 1989-1991. 

• 3rd Senior Management Course, National School of public Policy, Lahore – 2008. 

• Course on “Law of the Sea” –Wollongong University, New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, 2013.  

• 100th National Management Course, National School of Public policy, Lahore – 2014. 
 

Experience:   
 

• Have served in various Administrative Capacities of AC, DCO & Provincial Secretary as a 
PAS officer. 

• Have attended Multiple Courses Pertaining to Management at the National Institute of 
Management Sciences, Lahore.  

• Represented Pakistan at the International Maritime Organization  meeting on Marine 
Pollution  held in London U.K in September, 2011. 

• Conducted negotiations with Port of Singapore International Ltd & China Overseas Port 
Holdings Company Ltd for the “Transfer of Concession Rights” in respect of Gwadar Port 
operations in 2012, both in Pakistan and at Singapore.  

• A signatory to the ”Transfer Agreement” in respect of “Concession Rights “from PSA (Pte) 
Gwadar Ltd to COPHL in respect of Gwadar Port in February, 2013. 

• Attended a course on “Law of the Sea” organized by United Nation’s Convention on Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS) at the University of Wollongong, New South Wales, Sydney Australia in 
June, 2013. 

• Attended United Nations Parliamentary Hearing on International Parliamentary Union at UN 
Head quarters USA in November, 2014. 

• Attended 7th Plenary Session of Asian Parliamentary Assembly and 2nd Executive      Council 
Meeting of IPU in Dec 2014. 
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MR. AKHTO JAN 
Director (Staff)/Focal Person, 
Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & 
Gilgit Baltistan, 
Senate of Pakistan 
 
 
Qualification:  MA (Pashto) 
 
 
Experience: Mr. Akhto Jan is serving as Director (Staff)/Focal Person, Standing Committee on 

Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan, Senate of Pakistan, earlier he was associated 
with the Human Resource Development Committee. 

 
He also served in Finance Division (Military) and Press Information Department. 

 
Country visited: Saudi Arabia 
 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Ph. No. 051-9223959 
Fax No. 0519223975 
Cell No. 03335159753 
 
Email address:  akhtojan@hotmail.com 
 
Postal Address: Senate of Pakistan, Parliament House, Islamabad 

Postal Code 44000 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

KASHMIR AFFAIRS AND GILGIT BALTISTAN  
 

A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit 

Baltistan was held on 9th January, 2014 at 2.00 pm in the Committee Room No. 1, 

Parliament House, Islamabad. The agenda was to elect Chairperson of the Committee. 

2.  Leader of the Opposition, Senator Aitzaz Ahsan alongwith following 

members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 

1. Senator Mufti Abdul Sattar   

2. Senator Rubina Khalid     

3. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind      
 

3.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran. Secretary Senate 

briefed that meeting of the Committee for election of its Chairman from amongst its 

members as required under the rule 175 (1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 

Business in the Senate 2012 was summoned. Senator Rubina Khalid proposed Senator 

Baz Muhammad Khan for Chairmanship of the Committee. Rest of the members agreed 

with the proposal. Therefore, Secretary Senate announced Senator Baz Muhammad Khan 

as Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan as 

there was no other competing nomination. 

4.   Senator Aitzaz Ahsan, Leader of the Opposition, expressed his pleasure on 

the consensus of members to elect Senator Baz Muhammad khan as Chairman of the 

Committee. He hoped that the committee will work at its best under his Chairmanship. 

 
 
 
 

------------------ 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
KASHMIR AFFAIRS & GILGIT-BALTISTAN  

 
  First meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-

Baltistan was held on 29th January, 2014 at 11.00 AM in the Committee Room No. 4, 

Parliament House, Islamabad under the Chairmanship of Senator Baz Muhammad Khan. 
 

2.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. Detailed briefing by the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan and its 
attached departments on its working mechanism, performance and future 
lans. p  

ii. Any other item with permission of the Chair.                     
 

3.  The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 
 

4. Senator Mufti Abdul Sattar    

5. Senator Engr. Malik Rashid Ahmed Khan 

6. Senator Adnan Khan    

7. Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio 

8. Senator Mrs. Zahida Khan  

9. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind 
 

 

4.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman 

welcomed all the participants and honourable members. After their brief introduction, he 

also congratulated them on becoming members of this newly constituted Standing 

Committee.  Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan also thanked the 

Chairman and introduced himself and other officials from the Ministry attending the 

meeting. 

 

5.  The Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan gave a detailed 

presentation on the working and performance of the Ministry.  Salient features of the 

presentation are as follows:- 

 

i) Historical Background:-  
 

Kashmir is a Jugular vein of Pakistan but it was sold for Rs. 75 lacs by the 
Britishers to Dogra Raja Gulab Singh. 
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ii) Constitutional Status:-  
 

Un resolution 1948-49 says that “Pending a final solution, the territory 
evacuated by the Pakistani troops will be administered by the local 
authorities under the surveillance of the Commission”. 

 

iii) Responsibilities of the Government: 
 

Socio-economic development and facilitation and assistance vis-à-vis 
plebiscite Commission.  According to Article 257 of constitution of Pakistan 
“when people of Jammu and Kashmir decide to accede to Pakistan, the 
relationship between Pakistan and the state shall be determined in 
accordance with the wishes of the people of that state”.  Moreover, the 
defence, currency and external affairs of AJ&K is the responsibility of 
Government of Pakistan.   

 

iv) Functions of the Ministry: 
 

Includes policy, planning and development of Gilgit-Baltistan, coordination 
with GB Government/ Council, AJ&K Government/ Council, matters relating 
to the settlement of Kashmir dispute, administration of Jammu & Kashmir 
state policy, processing of development schemes, coordination between 
Federal Government organization and mainstreaming population factor in 
development planning process. 

 

v) Staff Strength of the Ministry: 
 

 106 is the total strength of the main Ministry, 100 is the total strength of J&K 
Property Cell and 11 is the total strength of J&K Refugees Rehabilitation 
Organization. 

vi) Budgetary Allocation: 
Non-development budget of 2013-14 is Rs. 3517.114 million. 

vii) Refugees Management Cell: 
 

 There is a total of 6778 families, comprising 35112 persons, occupying 24 
Refugees Camps, out of which 19 Camps at District Muzaffarabad, 03 
Camps at District Bagh, and 02 Camps at District Kotli.  The annual budget 
of the Cell for the year 2013-14 is Rs. 177 million.  

 

viii) AJK and GB Council: 
 

The Prime Minister of Pakistan is the Chairman and the President of AJ&K is 
the Vice Chairman of the Council of AJK.  Similarly PM is the Chairman and 
Governor of GB is the Vice Chairman of GB Council. 

 

ix) Development Budget of AJK & GB – Federal Funding: 
 

 In 2013-14 Rs. 19.992 billion is allocated to AJK and Rs. 9.598  billion. 
 

x) Diamer Bhasha Dam Project: 
 

Total area of the land to be acquired for the Dam is 37419 acres.  It has a 
generation capacity of 4500 MW.  The estimated cost is  
US $ 13.683 billion. 

 

xi) Prime Minister’s Visit to AJ&K: 
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 During his visit to Azad Jammu & Kashmir the Prime Minister of Pakistan has 
directed for preparation of feasibility study for construction of road from 
Neelum to Tao-Butt, construction of a Tunnel in Leppa Valley, construction of 
Railway track from Rawalpindi to Muzaffarabad and also the feasibility for the  
Rawalakot Airport. Feasibility study of the construction and operationalization 
of Mirpur Airport by private sector on the pattern of Sialkot Airport has also 
been directed by the Prime Minister. 

 

xii) Prime Minister’s Visit to Gilgit-Baltistan: 
Prime Minister inaugurated new terminal of Gilgit Airport and Nalter – V 
Project.  He also made the following announcements during his visit to that 
area:- 

 

• Establishment of Cardiac Hospital in Gilgit. 
 

• Raising of a well-equiped special police force for Gilgit-Baltistan. 
 

• Increasing in the number of PIA flights to Gilgit-Baltistan. 
 

• Establishment of a Tourist Resort at Atta Abad Lake. 
 

6.  On a query of the Chairman, Secretary replied that 10 to 15 Kanals the 

Poonch House occupying total area of 10 to 15 kanals in Rawalpindi Cantonment is being 

renovated.  Senator Adnan Khan asked about the purpose of Kashmir Committee in 

National Assembly. Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan said that it only 

relates to highlighting the Kashmir cause at national and international level.  Senator Engr. 

Malik Rashid Ahmed Khan asked for details about the expenditure pertaining to different 

sectors.  Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan agreed to provide the 

requisite details soon. 
 

7. Senator Adnan Khan asked if there was any other dam in the area besides Sadpara 

Dam.  The Secretary apprised that there was no dam besides this one.  Senator Engr. 

Malik Rashid Ahmed Khan asked about the details pertaining to land compensation and 

the Annual Development Programme (ADP).  Secretary ensured that all requisite details 

will be sent to the Committee within a week time.   
 

8.   The Chairman of the Committee asked the Secretary to send the working 

paper two to three days prior to the meeting so that members may get sufficient time for its 

study. He announced 27th February, 2014 as a tentative date for next meeting of the 

Committee. 
 

 

----------------------------- 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
KASHMIR AFFAIRS & GILGIT-BALTISTAN  

 

  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-

Baltistan was held on 30th April, 2014 at 11.00 AM in the Committee Room No. 4, 

Parliament House, Islamabad under the Chairmanship of Senator Baz Muhammad Khan. 
 

2.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. Annual Development Programme of Azad Jamu and Kashmir and  Gilgit-
altistan for the years 2012-13 & 2013-14 and detail of land compensation. B  

iii. Steps taken to resolve the grievances of affected people of Atta Abad Lake. 
 

iv. Progress Report/ briefing on six under enquiry development schemes in 
District Ghizer. 

 

v. Detailed briefing on withdrawal of the subsidy on Wheat and the Electricity 
crises in Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 

vi. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
  

3.  Following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 
 

10. Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio 

11. Senator Mrs. Zahida Khan  

12. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind 

13. Senator Haji Muhammad Adeel attended the meeting as a  
special invitee.  

 

4.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran. The Chairman 

welcomed all the participants and honourable members. The Chairman asked about the 

absence of the Minister & Secretary Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan. Additional Secretary 

Syed Tahir Raza Naqvi told the committee that secretary GB & AJK is under medical 

treatment whereas the Minister’s availability could not be confirmed due to his other 

engagements. Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio astonishingly remarked about the non-

availability of Honourable Minister being stationed locally whereas he (Senator Maula 

Bakhsh Chandio) had travelled all the way from Hyderabad to attend the meeting. 
 

5.   The Chairman told the committee that Ministry of GB & AJK has conveyed 

through a letter dated 24th April, 2014 that the agenda for today’s meeting does not come 
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under the purview of the Senate Committee except the briefing to be given on the “Wheat 

Subsidy” issue. The chairman reminded that this committee was earlier part of a bigger 

committee “The Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan”, 

but the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan has never shown such reservations 

earlier. He further said that in the previous meeting as held on 29th January 2014 not only 

a detailed briefing about the GB Council/Government and Kashmir Council/Government 

was given but the Annual Development Plan 2012-13 pertaining to those areas was also 

discussed. During that meeting it was also ensured that the position regarding the 

compensation to Attabad Lake affectees would be intimated within 15 days to the 

Committee which, otherwise has not been communicated so far. Question arises as to why 

such detailed briefings were given to the Committee if at all the Standing Committee has 

got no jurisdiction over those areas as stated by the Ministry vide their letter at reference.  
 

6.   Replying to the apprehensions of the Chairman, Additional Secretary 

Kashmir Affairs & GB said that the areas of Gilgit-Baltistan & Azad Jammu and Kashmir 

are disputed. They have their own rules and their own government setups. Therefore, 

those are independent territories having their own courts. In addition to this he said that 

even the Ministry of GB & AJK cannot interfere much in the matters pertaining to those 

territories.  
 

7.   Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio asked the Additional Secretary to clarify 

whether Gilgit-Baltistan is a part of Pakistan or not. If not, then the Committee would not 

discuss anything about these areas including the “wheat Subsidy” issue. And if Gilgit-

Baltistan is part of Pakistan according to the constitution then the Committee has a right to 

hold the Ministry responsible for committing a contempt while challenging its jurisdiction 

through that controvertial letter dated 24th April, 2014. 

8.   Senator Haji Muhammad Adeel said that he once raised this question in the 

House whether GB is a part of Pakistan or not, which was answered by Senator Aitzaz 

Ahsan that GB is a part of Pakistan. He further said that this Committee has been working 

since long (jointly with that of foreign affairs) and no such issue was raised but now as to 

why such confusion has been created unnecessarily.   
 

9.   Senator Haji Muhammad Adeel disagreed with the Addl. Secretary by saying 

that mostly these areas have very limited financial resources, therefore, these are financed 

by the Government of Pakistan.  In such a case, the Committee has the right to hold the 
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Ministry accountable for all those expenditures met out of annual budgetary allocations 

being provided by the Government of Pakistan. He also remarked the letter as a contempt 

towards the Committee’s status. 
 

10.   The Chairman read the letter addressed to the Committee by the Ministry, 

which stated that issues pertaining to GB Council/GB Government were out of the Senate 

Standing Committee purview. The Chairman asked the Additional Secretary that if the 

agenda does not come under the purview of the Committee, then why during that meeting 

it was told that the Ministry would send the requisite information. 
 

11.   Senator Haji Muhammad Adeel seconded the Chairman and asked the 

Additional Secretary if there is a difference between “Azad Jammu & Kashmir” and “Gilgit-

Baltistan” as far as their independence is concerned. He further said that the Federal 

Government budget caters for the need of  

Gilgit-Baltistan, therefore the parliament has all the rights to ask about the issues 

pertaining to GB Council/GB Government. 
 

12.   Upon the Chair’s instructions, Secretary of the Committee,  

Mr. Sharifullah Khan Wazir, read out Rule 20 of Schedule-II of Rules of Business 1973 (as 

amended upto 28th June, 2013) for further clarification.  This Rule pertains to Kashmir 

Affairs and Giglit-Baltistan Division. 
 

13.   Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio said that if the facts are different from what 

has been written in the letter by the Ministry to the Committee then whoever has written 

this letter of contempt, should be held responsible. 
 

14.   The Chairman, after getting consensus of the Committee concluded the 

meeting in a protest without discussing any agenda item. The Committee allowed two 

weeks time period i.e. till 15th May, 2014 for obtaining clarification from the Law Ministry 

regarding the controversy as created due to issuance of the letter dated 24th April, 2014 by 

the Ministry to the Senate Secretariat. 
 

 

----------------------------- 
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   SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
 
Subject: MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

KASHMIR AFFAIRS & GILGIT-BALTISTAN.  
 
 

The meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-

Baltistan was held on 4th June, 2014 at 10.30 A.M. in Committee Room No.4, Parliament House, 

Islamabad under the Chairmanship of Senator Baz Mohammad Khan. 

 
2.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

 
i. To discuss and resolve the issue pertaining to purview of the concerned Standing 

Committee of the Senate over the matters related to AJK / GB Councils and AJK / 
GB Governments with reference to Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan’s 
O.M. No.8(3)/GA/2011 dated 24th April, 2014. 

 
ii. To discuss the provision of rule 198(3) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 

Business in the Senate 2012, with regard to attending the Senate Standing Committee 
meeting by the Minister and the Secretary concerned. 

 
iii. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

 
3.  Following Members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 
 

i. Senator Mufti Abdul Sattar 

ii. Senator Rubina Khalid 

iii. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind 

iv. Senator Robina Irfan 

 
4.  List of participants from the concerned Ministries is attached. 
  
5.  The meeting commenced with the recitation from the Holy Quran followed by 

welcome remarks by the Chairman Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan. 

The Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan briefed the Committee on the issue 

pertaining to the purview of the Standing Committee vis-à-vis the subjects assigned to the Ministry 

of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan under the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in 

the Senate, 2012. 

 

6.  The Secretary Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan apprised the 

Committee that in compliance with the directives of the Standing Committee, Ministry of Kashmir 
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Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan approached the Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights for legal 

opinion on the issue under consideration. In response to the queries, Ministry of Law, Justice and 

Human Rights has conveyed that the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan can not determine the agenda of the meeting without consultation of the Minister-in-

Charge under rule 198 of the Rules of Business, 2012. In addition, the Standing Committee can 

neither deal with subjects not assigned to the Ministry nor is bound to respond or coordinate on the 

subjects not falling in its domain. The legal opinion further restricts the Standing Committee to 

discuss or pass any recommendation on the subjects relating to legislative and administrative 

competence of AJK and G.B. Councils, Legislative Assemblies and Governments of both these 

regions in accordance with their statutes. 

 

7.  The Chairman Standing Committee while responding to the opinion furnished by the 

Law and Justice Division stated that briefing was given to the Standing Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan by the Minister concerned, wherein such issues were 

discussed and deliberated upon at length. The Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan had 

also committed to furnish certain details asked by the Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit-Baltistan in its meeting held on 29-01-2014. However, to the surprise of the Committee, the 

Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan has now come up with the recommendation that 

the issues are not in the purview of the Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan, which is uncalled for and unacceptable. The Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit-Baltistan replied that he would look into this matter. 

 

8.  Senator Robina Irfan was of the opinion that if the Standing Committee on Kashmir 

Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan could not perform its function of overseeing or questioning any legal 

frame work or authority pertaining to A.J.K. and G.B., it would be appropriate not to waste time in 

further discussion and recommended that the matter may be referred to Senate Standing Committee 

on Law and Justice for legal advice. The Secretary, Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan responded 

that the Standing Committee has the authority to enquire into the subjects assigned to the Ministry 

of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan under the Rules of Business, 1973. On a point, the 

Secretary, responded that on some technical grounds Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan 

are not parts of Pakistan. But, in response to the query by Senator Robina Irfan, the Secretary, 

Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan informed that the residents of AJK and GB have 

been declared as citizens of Pakistan and they are issued Pakistani Passports and National Identity 

Cards. 
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9.  Senator Robina Irfan enquired, if Gilgit-Baltistan is not part of Pakistan, then under 

what authority, the Government of Pakistan allocates development funds to Government of Gilgit-

Baltistan. The Secretary Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan replied that the 

Government of Pakistan provides funds to Government of Gilgit-Baltistan in line with the 

agreement signed between Government of Gilgit-Baltistan and the Government of Pakistan. 

 

10.  The Chairman Standing Committee asked the Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs 

and Gilgit-Baltistan to provide details regarding compensation package being offered to Atta Abad 

Lake Affectees, which was earlier declared to be out of the purview of the Standing Committee. 

The Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan responded that the details would be 

sought from the Government of Gilgit-Baltistan and would be submitted to the Standing 

Committee, as and when received. 

 
11.  Senator Rubina Khalid proposed that the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan must make all out efforts to enhance the global competitiveness of the residents / 

workforce of AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan by developing demand driven, dynamic and integrated 

technical and vocational training programmes in conformity with the latest trends of national and 

international markets. The Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan welcomed 

the suggestion and noted the same for consideration and compliance. 

 

12.  The Chairman Standing Committee took exception to non-attendance of three 

consecutive meetings of the Standing Committee by the Minister of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan and enquired about the reasons of his absence.  The Secretary responded that the Minister 

was supposed to attend the meeting, however, a sudden important engagement precluded his 

participation in the meeting. The Chairman Standing Committee stressed that the Minister should 

attend the next meeting of the Committee. 

 
13.  The Chairman Standing Committee, with the endorsement of other Members 

recommended the referral of the matter pertaining to purview of Senate Standing Committee on 

Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan to Senate Standing Committee on Law and Justice or the 

Secretary Committee may write a letter to the Ministry of Law and Justice obtaining for legal 

opinion in this regard.  

 

14.  The following recommendations were made by the Committee: 
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i. The Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan may make all out efforts to 

establish vocational and technical training programmes for the residents of AJK and 

Gilgit-Baltistan, especially for females in their own areas in conformity with the 

latest trends of national and international markets. 

ii. The Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan may coordinate with the 

Government of Gilgit-Baltistan for provision of the details regarding compensation 

package being offered to the affectees of Atta Abad Lake before the next meeting of 

the Standing Committee. 

iii. The Secretary Committee may write a letter to Ministry of Law, Justice and Human 

Rights for obtaining legal / expert opinion regarding purview of the Senate Standing 

Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan. 

iv. In future, the Working Papers / Background Material on items of Agenda for the 

meetings of the Standing Committee may be delivered at least a week prior to the 

date of meeting in both English and Urdu versions. 

 
 

------------------------- 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
KASHMIR AFFAIRS & GILGIT-BALTISTAN  

 
 

  The meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-

Baltistan was held on 25th June, 2014 at 11.00 AM in the Committee Room No. 4, 

Parliament House, Islamabad under the Chairmanship of Senator Baz Muhammad Khan. 
 

2.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. Detail appraisal of ongoing and defunct development schemes under Public 
Sector Development Programme (PSDP) in Azad Jammu & Kashmir and GB 
or the year 2013-14. f  

vii. Detail overview of Zakat and Ushr System in Azad Jammu & Kashmir & 
Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 

viii. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 

3.  Following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 
 

14. Senator Rubina Khalid  

15. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind 

16. Senator Zahida Khan  
 

4.  The meeting started with the recitation of Holy Quran.  The Chairman 

welcomed all the participants and members.  Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & GB 

informed the Committee that the Minister was unable to attend the meeting due to the 

marriage ceremony of his son.  
 

5.  With the permission of Chair, Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit 

Baltistan gave a detail presentation on ongoing and defunct development schemes under 

PSDP for the year 2013-14.  The salient features of the presentation were as under:- 
 

• Overview of Federal PSDP of KA&GB 

• PSDP Projects of AJK & GB 

• JAGRAN-II Hydropower Project 

• Capacity Building of AJK 

• Power Development Organization 

• Construction of Rathoa-Haryam Bridge 
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• Multi-Sector Rehabilitation & Improvement Project 

• Water Supply and Sewerage Scheme for Mirpur City and other Hamlets 

 PSDP Projects of GB 

 14 MW Hydro Power Project Nalter-V 

 16 MW Hydro Power Project Nalter-III 

 Special Development Project of AJ&K 
 

6.  Secretary, M/o KA & GB informed the Committee that as a policy measure, it 

was decided to complete the ongoing schemes instead of spending amount on the new 

initiatives, and accordingly, major component of the allocation had been diverted to 

ongoing schemes under PSDP-2014-2015. The Committee was informed that physical 

progress of work on the development projects in GB remains slow between the period 

Nov–March due to extreme weather conditions.  
 

7.  Secretary KA & GB apprised the Committee that 4 major projects have been 

included in Federal PSDP of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan under special 

development package at an estimated cost of Rs. 400 million including two medical 

colleges and two major road projects, however, no amount has been allocated for GB 

under this package.   
 

8.  Secretary, M/o KA & GB briefed the Committee on the progress of Rathoa 

Haryam Bridge project which was initially approved as cable stayed bridge in 2007.  The 

main purpose of the project was to reduce travelling time between Mirpur and Islamgarh, 

Chakswari, Dudyal, Kitti and Charhoi.  The total cost of the project is Rs. 4.232 Billion and 

expected to be completed by  

June, 2015.  The Committee was informed that an amount of Rs. 433.909 million was 

required for 3rd quarter (2013-14) whereas Planning Commission only released Rs. 

221.456 million till-date.   
 

9.  Secretary further informed the Committee that a Multi Sector Rehabilitation & 

Improvement project had been initiated by the Government of Pakistan with the 

collaboration of Asian Development Bank at an estimated cost of US $ 76.00 million with 

the aim to improve the living conditions, quality of life and economic prospects of the 

residents of AJ&K by rehabilitating and reconstructing economic and social infrastructure. 

Secretary, KA & GB invited the Committee to visit 14 MW Hydro Power Project Nalter V in  

Gilgit-Baltistan.     
 



 43

10.  Senator Rubina Khalid enquired about the progress on the Neelum Hydro 

Power Project.  It was informed that Asian Development Bank raised objection that under 

the policy, no allocation of funds could be made for any project in the disputed areas.  

Secretary, M/o KA & GB further informed that Economic Affairs Division is persuing for 

alternate funding through other donor agencies, and simultaneously, negotiations with 

Asian Development Bank are also underway to resolve the issue but there is no significant 

headway in this regard. 
 

11.  Senator Baz Muhammad Khan asked about the procedure of hiring the 

Consultants for various development projects.  Secretary, M/o KA & GB replied that the 

Consultants are hired under a defined and approved criteria in line with the PEPRA rules.  

A proper appraisal of the projects are carried-out on regular basis and 

contractors/companies that fail to show any progress in accordance with the approved 

schedule of work are liable to be inflicted with major penalties. It was informed that certain 

firms and Consultants have been blacklisted on account of there poor performance.  

Chairman Committee directed the Ministry to provide the list of Contractors/Companies 

which have been blacklisted and also submit eligibility and selection criteria of the 

Contractors. 
 

12.  In response to a question asked by Senator Rubina Khalid regarding 

capacity building of AJK Power Development Organizations, it was informed that NUST, 

FINCON Services and AECOM Energy are currently imparting technical and managerial 

trainings to the employees of AJK power development organizations. A financial grant of 

Rs. 350 million had been allocated by donor agency for the purpose.  Senator Rubina 

Khalid asked the Ministry to furnish the training module to the Committee. 
 

13.  Senator Baz Muhammad Khan observed that certain complaints have been 

received regarding non-payment of outstanding dues to firms and Contractors working on 

the various projects particularly in AJ&K.  Secretary KA & GB informed that Earthquake 

Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) is primarily dealing with the projects 

which are underway in connection with the post rehabilitation and construction work in AJK 

after the earthquake.  He asked the Chairman to refer any particular case/complaint 

regarding outstanding dues to Ministry for consideration and further necessary action.   
 

14.  Taking up the second agenda item, the Additional Secretary, M/o KA & GB 

gave a presentation on the Zakat and Ushr System in Gilgit-Baltistan.  He apprised the 
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Committee that after passage of 18th constitutional amendment, the subject of Zakat & 

Usher had been devolved to the provinces.  Ministry of Zakat & Usher was ceased to exist 

w.e.f. December, 2010, however, Cabinet Division assigned the functions of management 

& distribution of Zakat & Usher to Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & GB for GB only.  AJK has 

its own separate system for regulation of Zakat & Usher affairs.  Ministry of Religious 

Affairs deals only with the collection of Zakat and disbursement thereof to the provinces 

and other areas as per formula approved by Council of Common Interests (CCI). 
 

 

15.  The Committee was informed that under the Zakat distribution formula 

approved by CCI, only 7% of the total Zakat collection is disbursed among the Federal 

Areas out of which 18.57% goes to be GB while ICT receives 35.14% of the share.  

Provincial Zakat Council GB has been established under Chief Secretary GB with the 

mandate to approve distribution of regular Zakat funds in various heads and among the 

districts. GB Government has also established District and local Zakat Committees to 

ensure smooth distribution of Zakat funds to deserving poor people in line with the 

approved procedure.  GB had received annual Zakat fund to the tune of Rs. 52.692 million 

for the FY 2013-2014 which registers an increase of 2.57% as compare to previous year.

  
 

16.  The Committee was informed that under Zakat distribution mechanism, 60% 

is allocated against guzara allowance, 18% for educational stipends, 08% for Denni 

Madarass, 6% for health care and 8% for marriage assistance.     
 

17.  Senator Rubina Khalid asked as to why the Islamabad Capital territory is 

getting 35% of the share of Zakat fund whereas GB, which inhabits much more poor and 

deprived population receives a share of 18% only.  Secretary GB replied that the Zakat 

funds are disbursed in line with the decision of the Council of Common Interest (CCI) 

which is also the competent forum to revise the formula. 
 

18.   Questioning on the “Guzara Allowance”, Chairman Committee asked about 

the amount a common man gets.  It was informed than an amount of Rs. 3000/- per head 

is paid after every six months to deserving individuals.  Senator Rubina Khalid remarked 

that these allocations are quite meager and hardly contribute to the income of a common 

person. Joint Secretary, KA & GB replied that the rates have not been enhanced since 

1990 and currently these exists a large gap between the demand and available 

fund/resources. 
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19.  Before conclusion of the meeting, Secretary Zakat and Ushr, AJK briefed the 

Committee regarding disbursement procedure of Zakat among the deserving people in 

AJK. Senator Rubina Khalid observed with concern that ostensibly there is an unequal 

disbursement of Zakat funds among Deeni Madaris (9029 in number) and other 

educational institutions (550 in number).  Secretary responded that most of the Deeni 

Madaris are being run on voluntarily basis and also provide food and shelter to the 

students without charging any fee and thus qualify for Zakat fund.     
 

20.  Senator Rubina Khalid was of the view that government should run 

awareness programmes with a view to sensitize and encourage general public to pay 

Zakat to fulfill their religious obligation and efforts should be made to restore trust of people 

in Zakat collection and distribution system.  
 

21.  The Committee concluded its proceedings with following 

recommendations/directives:- 
 

viii. Planning Division should approve release of requisite funds against the 

projects already approved by the CDWP/ECNEC under PSDP 2013-

2014.  Ministry should take up case with relevant Ministry/Division in the 

light of the minutes of this meeting. 

ix. Ministry of KA&GB may move a summary to CCI through relevant 

Ministry with the request to revisit the Zakat distribution formula and 

allocate more funds to GB in addition to their current share of 18% (out of 

total 7% Federal share) in view of existing poverty, backwardness and 

limited access of its population to basic amenities.  

x. Ministry should make all out efforts to complete the ongoing schemes 

under PSDP 2014-15 as per the approved schedule. 

xi. All legitimate outstanding dues admissible to contractors, firms and 

companies working on various development projects should be made in 

time. 

xii. Ministry shall submit list of Contractors/firms that have been blacklisted 

on account of their poor performance while working on development 

projects in AJK and GB. 

xiii. Ministry will submit eligibility criteria and selection procedure of 

Contractors hired for particular project(s). 
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xiv. Ministry may take up case with relevant forum for enhancement of 

Guzara Allowance in GB under Zakat fund which is currently being paid at 

the rate of Rs. 3000/- per six months per individual. 

xv. Standing Committee of Senate on Kashmir Affairs & GB shall visit Naltan 

V project in GB on suitable date in coordination with the Ministry. 

 

 
--------------------------------



 47

 
SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
KASHMIR AFFAIRS & GILGIT-BALTISTAN   HELD ON 24TH   SEPTEMBER, 

2014 
 

The Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan met on Wednesday the 24th 

September, 2014 at 03:00 pm in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, Islamabad. Senator Baz 

Muhammad Khan, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan 

presided the meeting. 

 

2.  The following members attended:- 

 
  i. Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio   Member 
  ii. Senator Zahida Khan     Member 
  iii. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind    Member 
  iv. Senator Rubina Irfan     Member  

v.         Ch. Muhammad Barjees Tahir, MNA    Minister  
 

3.  The list of participants is attached as Annexure. 
 
4.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran. 
 
5.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

i). Details of loss of human life as well as livestock, damage/loss caused to 
property, roads and infrastructure due to recent heavy rains and floods 
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir. 

 
ii). Briefing on the preventive measures taken to avoid such calamity and 

the rescue and rehabilitation activities being carried out in the flood 
stricken areas of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. 

 
iii). Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

 

6.  At the outset of the meeting the Honourable Chairman, Senate Standing Committee 

welcomed the participants and specially thanked the Minister for his participation. 

7.  The Chairman Senate Standing Committee expressed his concern over the 

destruction and losses suffered due to recent floods in Azad Jammu Kashmir. The Committee while 
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expressing grief and sorrow offered Fatiha for the departed souls and prayed for early recovery of 

those injured in the fateful catastrophe. 

 

8.  The Chairman remarked that no doubt floods were a natural calamity; however, he 

said that the preparations could be made well in advance in order to reduce damages as it was a 

regular phenomenon in Azad Jammu Kashmir. He said that 64 people lost their lives in Azad 

Jammu Kashmir floods besides 129 injured and in addition there were material losses which could 

have been minimized in case of a better planning on a proactive basis.  

 

9.  The Minister while expressing his gratitude for the Committee remarked that he fully 

supports the observation of the Senate Standing Committee pertaining to the formulation of solid 

and long term planning for averting such mishaps in future. He assured that all the 

recommendations of the Senate Standing Committee would be adhered to by the Ministry of 

Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan. The Minister informed that in Azad Jammu Kashmir it was not 

the floods rather the land sliding caused due to heavy rainfall was a major cause of destruction in 

Azad Jammu Kashmir which resulted into both human casualties and material losses. He added that 

in Azad Jammu Kashmir 64 persons and in Gilgit-Baltistan 13 persons lost their lives. He apprised 

that the compensation cheques had already been distributed amongst the families of the victims @ 

Rs. 1 Million each. 

 

 10.  Upon a query raised by Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind, the Minister apprised that 

there was no planned construction in Azad Jammu Kashmir and stated that almost  600 km of 

metalled  road infrastructure had been destroyed due to recent floods in  Azad Jammu Kashmir. 

 

11.  Thereafter Secretary, SDMA, Azad Jammu Kashmir Government gave a detailed 

briefing to the Committee in accordance with the agenda items as per the following sequence:- 
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 a) INTRODUCTION 

 b) PREPAREDNESS 

 c) EARLY WARNING 

 d) RELIEF 

 e) LOSSES 

 f) REHABILITATION 

 g) ISSUES 

 

12.  The Committee was apprised that during 4th -6th September, 2014 torrential rains 

struck Azad Jammu Kashmir thus causing flash floods in hilly nullahs besides rivers and streams 

resulting into destruction and devastation both in the form of human & infrastructure loss. The 

entire major and link roads network i.e. Kohala, Muzaffarabad, Chakothi, Leepa, Haveli, and Kotli 

was blocked and the bridges were either completely or partially damaged. Further more the massive 

land slides in Muzaffarabad, Bagh, Rawalakot, Sudhonoti, Kotli, and Haveli cumulatively resulted 

in to loss of 64 precious lives in Azad Jammu Kashmir besides huge infrastructure losses. 

 

13.  The Secretary, SDMA while continuing with the briefing informed that since the 

flood situation was being pre-empted therefore a preliminary meeting was held on 22nd April, 2014 

under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Azad Jammu Kashmir to chalk out necessary plans for 

adopting the preventive measures for better Flood Management. Another meeting presided by 

Chairman, NDMA was held on  30th May 2014 to work out and finalize the Monsoon Contingency 

Plan, 2014. Afterwards a comprehensive Monsoon Contingency Plan was prepared in collaboration 

with District Disaster Management Authorities (DDMAs) and disseminated to concerned 

stakeholders on 14th July, 2014 after resource mapping, identification of limitations and adopting 

appropriate measures for provision of resources. 
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14.  He said this was due to these in time efforts that the losses suffered in Azad Jammu 

Kashmir were comparatively lesser. He informed that over 3000 trapped people were evacuated 

from various places in Bagh, Poonch, Kotli and Mirpur with the assistance of DDMAs, Rescue 

1122 personnel and Pakistan Armed Forces. The Chief Secretary, Azad Jammu Kashmir apprised 

the Committee that during the floods the Prime Minister, Azad Jammu Kashmir had constituted an 

Emergency Response Committee (ERC) under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Azad Jammu 

Kashmir for monitoring the institutional arrangements for Relief and Rehabilitation alongwith 

assessment of losses in Azad Jammu Kashmir which continued to meet daily at 9:00 am till the 

emergency situation prevailed. He added that besides other members he (the Chief Secretary) 

proposed for inclusion of the DIG, Sp. Branch as a Member in the Committee in order to keep an 

eye and report report any lacunas or identify any left over areas in terms of rescue and rehabilitation 

efforts.         

 

15.  In response to a query by Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio, the Chief Secretary, Azad 

Jammu Kashmir informed that mostly loses in AJK were suffered due to flash floods over the 

mountainous terrains due to heavy rainfall. He said that the River Floods didn’t cause that much 

loss in Azad Jammu Kashmir. He further said that the excess water from India had a major impact 

on Chenab River in Punjab Province and a very little impact in Azad Jammu Kashmir. He said that 

due to better coordination, resource planning all the flood affectees were evacuated & rescued. He 

said that due to the issuance of timely warning not a single causality of those people living 

alongside river streams occurred. He added that 97% of Azad Jammu Kashmir was electrified and 

that the floods also affected electricity Transmission Lines, Power Houses and under construction 

Power projects thus causing power outages. However, due to relentless efforts of the Government of 

Azad Jammu Kashmir the power was restored in the minimum time.  

16.  He said that in pursuance of the orders of the Prime Minister the losses were being 

ascertained and at present approximately Rs. 4 Billion losses had been reported. However, he said 
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that the Initial Damage Assessment was being carried out and by 25th September, 2014 the final 

figure of losses will be obtained and would be furnished in the form of a report to the Federal 

Government. The Committee asked the Chief Secretary, Azad Jammu Kashmir to furnish a copy of 

the said report the Committee which he assured to provide. 

 

17.  The Chief Secretary, Azad Jammu Kashmir informed that the Federal Government 

had provided all necessary assistance in terms of relief goods which include 3500 Tents, 1000 

Plastic Mats, 2400 Blankets through NDMA. He added that the same had already been dispatched 

to all the affected districts in Azad Jammu Kashmir. Upon a query by Senator Rubina Irfan the 

Chief Secretary replied that Gabions could not be constructed in Azad Jammu Kashmir like that of 

Ziarat (Balochistan) as in Azad Jammu Kashmir the houses were constructed on the mountains 

which were even bent to the scale of even 60 degrees and therefore the idea of constructing Gabions 

was not a viable solution as they were unable to prevent land sliding. Senator Rubina Irfan 

remarked that the quality of roads, infrastructure constructed in Azad Jammu Kashmir as shown in 

the pictorial presentation was poor and termed it as one of the contributing factors of excess damage 

of road infrastructure in Azad Jammu Kashmir. The Chief Secretary replied that since the River 

streams were narrow and run parallel to the roads in Azad Jammu Kashmir, the road infrastructure 

gets eroded. He further quoted an example of Kohala to Chakothi road which he said was a very 

broad, good quality and expensive road constructed with the assistance of Asian Development Bank 

(ADB), however, the same could not sustain erosion and was gradually being destroyed. In response 

to a query of Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio, the Chief Secretary informed that against each death 

due to floods Rs. 1 Million cheque has been issued to the bereaved families.  

 

18.  The Secretary, SDMA during the briefing apprised that the Prime Minister, Azad 

Jammu Kashmir  visited District Bagh, Haveli, Rawalakot, Sudhonoti and Kotli on 7th September, 

2014 and gave necessary directions for emergency relief activities. Moreover he said that the 
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Honourable Prime Minister of Pakistan visited Rawalakot and Haveli on 8th and 11th September, 

2014 respectively to express solidarity with the affectees and also distributed compensation 

cheques.  

19.   The Honourable Minster for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan added that that the 

Federal Government had disbursed Rs.1 Million compensation cheques in each death case caused 

due to floods both in Azad Jammu Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. The Minister said that during the 

visit of Prime Minister of Pakistan to Haveli a DHQ Hospital was announced by the Honourable 

Prime Minister owing to the demand of the people which would be financed through the Federal 

Government. Similarly in order to reduce distance, construction of Haveli to Rawalakot road was 

also announced by the Honourable Prime Minister of Pakistan in lieu of the public demand through 

the exclusive assistance of Federal Government. Moreover, he said that the people of Haveli also 

complained about the disruption and non-availability of cellular services in Haveli. The Prime 

Minister accordingly directed for provision of the said services by putting in place necessary 

equipment and infrastructure. The Honorable Minister informed that the said demand would be met 

through the Universal Services Funds (USF).  

 

20.  In reply to a query by Senator Maula Bakhsh Chandio the Minister informed that 

huge human & material losses had been reported in the Indian Occupied Kashmir. However, he said 

that unfortunately the Muslim Kashmiri population was being treated with discrimination by the 

Indian Government in terms of rescue, relief and rehabilitation assistance. The Committee 

expressed deep concern over the non availability of rescue, relief and rehabilitation assistance to the 

people of Indian Occupied Kashmir and decided to invite Secretary, Foreign Affairs in the next 

meeting to make efforts for highlighting the issue and build an international pressure in order to put 

an end to the discriminatory treatment of the Indian Government in the Indian Occupied Kashmir.   
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21.  The Committee showed satisfaction and appreciated the efforts of the Azad Jammu 

Kashmir & Gilgit-Baltistan Governments for timely rescue and rehabilitation efforts during floods. 

However, the Committee emphasized upon the need for better and long term planning well in 

advance so as to avert and minimize the losses. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

22.  After detailed deliberations, the Committee made the following unanimous 

recommendations:- 

i. The Committee recommended for presence of SDMA wear houses in each district of 

Azad Jammu Kashmir containing rescue and relief items i.e. tents, medical aid, 

sleeping bags instead of NDMA so as to ensure timely provision of relief good to the 

affectees in case of an eventuality. 

ii. The Committee expressed its serious concern over the non availability of rescue and 

rehabilitation assistance in the Indian occupied Jammu Kashmir and decided to invite 

Foreign Secretary in the next meeting in order to convey the concern. 

iii. The Committee also asked for provision of the report pertaining to the Initial 

Damage Assessment in Azad Jammu Kashmir to be furnished to the Federal 

Government by 25th September, 2014. 

iv. The Committee extended warm wishes to the people of Azad Jammu Kashmir and 

Gilgit-Baltistan and expressed solidarity with them in their moment of distress. The 

Committee also offered all possible assistance from the Senate Standing Committee 

on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan. 

v. The Committee decided to visit Gilgit-Baltistan in last week of      October, 2014. 

 

---------------------------------- 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
KASHMIR AFFAIRS AND GILGIT-BALTISTAN  

  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan was held on 24th October, 2014 at 02.30 pm in Committee Room No. 4, 

Parliament House, Islamabad, under the Chairpersonship of Senator Baz Muhammad 

Khan. 

2.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. The current acts of violation of the Line of Control by Indian Armed Forces  
ii. Response by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Ministry of Defense 

iii.  Any other item with permission of the Chair 

 

3.  The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 

1. Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan    
2. Senator Dr. Saeeda Iqbal 
3. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind 
4. Senator Rubina Khalid 

 
4.  With the permission of the Chair, The Federal Secretary for Kashmir Affairs 

and Gilgit-Baltistan and his team, consisting of high officials introduced themselves.  

5.   Representatives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Defense 

were also present at the meeting. 

5.  Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan started the meeting by thanking all 

present officials for making it convenient to attend the meeting on such a short notice. He 

further added that the issue Line of Control violations was one of upmost importance and 

required immediate attention. 

 6.  The members appreciated the representatives from concerned ministries for 

their presence. However, they showed their displeasure regarding the absence of the 

Defense Minister, the Foreign Minister and the National Security Advisor, asking why they 

were not present at the meeting.  

7.  Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan further stated that since there was 

no Foreign Minister, the Prime Minister, under the residual powers vested in him, is the 

acting Foreign Minister and should have made it convenient to attend the meeting. 

8.  Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan and Senator Dr. Saeeda Iqbal 

staged a token walkout to show their displeasure.   



 55

9.  The Chair noted that the Defense Minister, the Foreign Minister, and the 

National Security Advisor had not been invited to the meeting. To this, Senator Dr. Zaheer-

ud-Din Babar Awan responded saying that the word “Ministers” had been entered in the 

requisition. 

10.  Senator Dr. Saeeda Iqbal stated that PML-N members, save a few, were not 

attending the meeting. Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan further stated that the 

meeting could not be conducted without the presence of all the members and the relevant 

Ministers. He further stated that their absence shows non-seriousness on an issue of great 

importance.  

11.  Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan presented a request for an urgent 

meeting to discuss the following: 

 Area Specific War by India 
 Reasons for silence of Ministry of Foreign Affairs against LoC violations 

12.  While referring to the brief sent out by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Senator 

Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan noted that a response to Narendra Modi’s and Arun 

Jaitely’s allegations against Pakistan by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was missing. 

13.  Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan also disputed the number of martyrs 

as mentioned in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs report titled “Situation along the LoC, 30 

September – 11 October, 2014”. He also stated that there was no mention of damages or 

any sort of relief work carried out for the affected. 

14.  Senator Dr. Saeeda Iqbal noted that National security Advisor to the Prime 

Minister had been quoted, but was not present at the meeting. 

15.  The honorable members of the Committee decided that the meeting could 

not proceed further in the absence of the relevant ministers, as under the Constitution of 

Pakistan, the ministers were answerable to both houses of the parliament. 

16.  The Secretary Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, on behalf of 

the Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan apprised the committee that he had 

accompanied the Minister to Thatta Pani and Kotli to assess the situation. He further 

apprised the committee that the Minister had announced a sum of PKR 300,000/- for the 

martyred woman and PKR 200,000/- each for the injured.  

17.  Senator Dr. Zaheer-ud-Din Babar Awan reiterated that the number of 

casualties was incorrect, and demanded that the committee be provided with the total 

number of casualties. 
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18.  The members decided that a meeting of the committee should be convened 

after Ashura, and the relevant Ministers should be invited to the meeting. 

 

--------------------------- 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
KASHMIR AFFAIRS AND GILGIT-BALTISTAN  

  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan was held on 13th January, 2015 at 11.00 am in Committee Room No. 1, 

Parliament House, Islamabad, under the Chairpersonship of Senator Baz Muhammad 

Khan. 

2.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

Comprehensive briefing on; 
(i) Present status / progress report of the ongoing Neelum-Jhelum 

Hydropower Project in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and the details 
of recent incident of deaths and casualties of Chinese and 
Pakistani workforce there. 

(ii) Report on the reconstruction and rehabilitation activities carried 
out after the severe floods in different areas of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

(iii) Report on the case of compensation to Mr. Mahmood Shah for his 
land used in Hydel Power House, Phandar, Ghizar by Water and 
Power Department in Gilgit-Baltistan (Certificate from office of 
District Collector). 

(iv) Case of unpaid amount of USD 2.45 million to Swedish Company 
Skanska for Jagran-1 Hydro Electric Power Project. 

(v) Any other item with permission of the chair 
 

3.  The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:-  

 1.   Senator Dr. Saeeda Iqbal 
2. Senator Mir Muhammad Ali Rind 
3. Senator Rubina Khalid 
4. Senator Mufti Abdul Sattar 
5. Senator Zahida Khan 

4.  The meeting started with the recitation of Holy Quran. The Chairman 

welcomed all the participants and members. With the permission of the Chair, the Minister 

for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan (KA & GB), Mr. Birjees Tahir introduced his team.  

The Minister requested the Chair for leave as he had to attend the National Assembly 

Session. He assured that his team was well prepared for any response to questions or 

concerns of the Committee. Thereafter General ® Zubair, CEO Neelum Jhelum Hydro 

Power Project (NJHP). 

 
Agenda Item No. (i): 
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5.  CEO NJHP presented the details of the project to the Committee. Salient 

features of the presentation were as under: 

• Introduction to the Neelum Jhelum Hydro Power Project 

• Project Implementation Status 

• Physical Progress of the Project 

• Financial agreement 

• Issues 

• Way forward 

6.  The CEO, NJHP apprised the details of the accident wherein four causalities 

had occurred. He briefed about the cause of the accident and informed the Committee that 

the Chinese company had admitted its fault, thereby compensating the families with 

rupees 5 lac each in accordance with the National Labour laws. However, Senator Rubina 

Khalid took an exception to it and said arguing that the Chinese company will make a lot of 

profit from the project but the compensation of 5 lac rupees is seemingly a meager 

amount. The Chairman ruled that the stance of Senator Rubina Khalid is valid. The 

Committee unanimously recommended that the Ministry should delve into International 

Labour Laws   with a view to compensate the families lawfully. 

7.  The Chairmen enquired about the reasons delay in the completion of the 

project. The Committee was informed that the project had to be completed in 2015 but due 

to huge financial constraints the same was delayed to 2016. Besides, at the time of signing 

the agreement the Ministry of Finance took the stance that AJK not being a Province, 

cannot be allowed to the net hydel profit. This and other such reservations had hampered 

the smooth sailing of the project.  

8.  Taking one of the technical aspects, Senator Rubina Khalid requested the 

Ministry to brief the Committee as to why the transmission line is taken first to Gujranwala 

and then the rest of the country. In response it was elucidated that Pakistan’s National Grid 

network had already been built named “double express way”. This National Grid System 

therefore could not be intervened from everywhere. However, Gujranwala’s Grid Station 

was most suitable for Nationwide connectivity from where the electricity could be re-routed 

in the National Grid System.    

9.  The CEO NJHP requested the Committee to make recommendations for 

provision of electricity from this project to the local areas according to requirements, 

however, he said that this locality had a small electricity requirement which could be met in 
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a few years from the forthcoming power projects. Senator Rubina Khalid was of the view 

that such discretion rests with the Government of Pakistan. Upon this, the Committee 

recommended that the AJK government may take up the matter with the Federal 

Government. The Chairman asked for a separate briefing to the Committee on the issue. 

Agenda Item No. (ii): 
10.  The Committee was briefed about the reconstruction and rehabilitation 

activities carried out after the floods in AJK. The salient features of the report were as 

under: 

• Background 
• Situation at Mangla Reservoir 
• Preparedness of Monsoon 2014 
• Measures carried out to respond the emergency flood situation 
• Institutional agreements for relief and rehabilitation and assessment of losses 
• Preliminary reported human Losses 
• Preliminary reported Infrastructure and livelihood losses 
• Preliminary assessed financial impact 
• Assistance provided by Federal agencies and humanitarian Partners 
• Prompt relief assistance extended 
• Restoration of Government infrastructure 

 

11.  It was apprised that at present 56 causalities that occurred in the floods, had 

been compensated by the Government but the damage caused to the properties was yet 

to be compensated. The Honourable Prime Minister of Pakistan visited three times for the 

flood relief and expressed solidarity and compassion by distributing compensation amount 

of Rs.10 lac per casualty. However due to the financial constraints of the AJK Government, 

the compensation on account of damage caused to the properties amounting to Rs.1.28 

Billion had not yet been paid. The Committee recommended the Federal Government to 

allocate the required funds of Rs.1.28 Billion as a loan to the AJK Government. 

 
 
Agenda Item No. (iii): 
12.  It was briefed that there were many instances of unpaid compensation 

amounts and incomplete projects in Gilgit Baltistan. One reason was that at the time of 

preparation of feasibility report, the concerned engineers could not even visit the sites. The 

actual ground position was different from the paper work and had caused the project 

delays, as the projects were revised or had even failed. Sometimes the Planning 

Commission stopped further financing and closed down the projects in their records after 

the year of completion without considering the fact that the projects were still incomplete. 
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On the other hand many employees of the project were held responsible and were made 

accountable and most of them were fired. However, now the Government has taken 

corrective measures and all incomplete projects are clubbed under one umbrella thereby 

including them in newly framed PC-1 and accordingly funds will be released.  The 

Committee recommended that Mr. Mehmood Shah may be called by the Chief Secretary, 

Giglit-Baltistan and take up his matter on priority basis as per policy/rules. 

Agenda Item No. (iv): 
13.  Pertaining to settlement with the Swedish company, it was apprised that a 

committee has been constituted by the Secretary Finance to look into the matter. The 

Swedish Company had agreed to make payment of US $ 2.45 Million as final settlement. 

Accordingly a revised PC-1 of the project had been submitted to the Planning Commission 

for approval.  The Chair recommended that the matter should be settled at its earliest due 

to its importance as an international issue.  

 
------------------------------------ 


