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    FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK

I am delighted to present the last report of the year 2005 and 9th in
the series. The report is an account of the interaction with Sir Michael Jay,
Permanent Under Secretary, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, who visited
Pakistan on Sept. 27, 2005. He was invited to a special meeting of the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Senate for exchange of views on Iraq, Afghanistan
and the fight against terrorism.

The session lasted more than an hour in an atmosphere of total
candour and honesty, the views were exchanged on the burning issues of
the day. The meeting helped clear the misunderstandings and created a
better appreciation of the perspectives and policies of the respective
governments.

The Committee feels that such an interaction with its counterpart
bodies and officials abroad should be a regular and sustained process. It is
in this context that Foreign Relations Committee delegation is scheduled to
visit East Asia, Japan and South Korea, in January, 2006.

Our earlier reports of the proceedings of Foreign Relations Committee
have generated lot of interest among policy makers and hailed as a useful
document and reference point. We hope to continue this tradition.

I also take this opportunity to thank my distinguished colleagues for
their cooperation and participation, rendering Foreign Relations Committee,
the most dynamic Committee of the Parliament.

Thanks are also due to the staff of the Committee as also to its
Secretary Mr. Iftikharullah Babar and the Consultant, Ambassador(R) Tayyab
Siddiqui as well as Mr. Muhammad Imtiaz, my Personal Assistant, whose
constructive inputs made the reports of the Committee better than the earlier
ones.

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED
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Executive Summary



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Senate Foreign Relations Committee since its inception has remained
highly active and developed useful linkages with similar institutions in other
democracies. The Committee has to its credit visits to Britain, Belgium and
Germany and very candid and insightful exchange of views with visitors
from abroad, including one with House of Commons Committee.

The Committee was delighted to welcome Sir Michael Jay, Permanent
Under Secretary, British Foreign and Commonwealth Office, as a continuation
of our dialogue with UK with which we have old historical relations and a
shared colonial heritage. The discussions with the visitor were primarily
focused on Iraq, Afghanistan and campaign against terrorism.

Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee opened the discussion
with presentation outlining Pakistan’s perspective on these issues. He explained
that the campaign against terrorism can be successful only if its root causes
– injustice, occupation and unresolved conflicts such as Kashmir, Palestine
and Chechnya are addressed. He regretted that in the West, primarily due
to ignorance or misrepresentation of events and misunderstanding of the
text and spirit of the religion, terrorism has been linked with Islam – a religion
of peace and tolerance.

Discussing the war against Iraq and West’s relations with Iran, the
Chairman highlighted the double standards adopted by Europe. Iran has not
violated any norm or article of NPT and yet is under pressure. The war against
Iraq was illegal and immoral by any standard particularly when viewed against
Western policy towards Israel. On Afghanistan too, the blame game is
continuing in defiance of facts. On these issues a more balanced and
evenhanded approach is needed. The Chairman urged review of the policies
by West and the US on the occupation of Iraq and to take a proactive role
in support of right of self determination.

The Chairman also briefed the visitor on Pakistan’s efforts to serve
as a bridge between West and the Muslim world, in the context of the reform
agenda of OIC. He concluded by expressing the hope that principles and not
real-politik will determine the policies of the West.
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Sir Michael Jay, in his response, emphasized the need for mutual
understanding, and agreed that issues of deprivation, of poverty, of conflict
and sense of alienation need to be addressed to resolve the underlying causes
of terrorism. He informed that Prime Minister Blair has stressed to President
Bush to focus on the Middle East peace process. He appreciated Pakistan’s
role for stability in Afghanistan.

Sir Michael Jay disagreed with the statement that war against Iraq
was illegal and immoral and the aim now was to ensure that peace process
in Iraq succeeds. He admitted the process of détente on Kashmir and extended
full support. Rejecting the proposition of double standards, British Foreign
Secretary maintained that British foreign policy is to support those who are
against the oppressor. He noted the importance of bilateral relations mentioning
that there are 800,000 people of Pakistan origin in England and 80,000 British
nationals in Pakistan, providing a great strength to this relationship.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed appreciated balanced approach of the
guest and briefly touched upon the issue of terrorism stating that because
of wrong focus we are playing in the hands of what terrorists want to achieve.
The fallout also is in the form of neglect of international law and violation
of human rights. He also referred to discriminatory action against Pakistan
in the wake of 7/7. He regretted Prime Minister Blair’s statement equating
terrorism with Kashmiri’s struggle for self-determination.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq underlined the importance of dialogue
between the policy makers of the West and the Muslim world for better
appreciation of mutual viewpoints. He observed that if terrorism was Islamic,
the Muslim countries would not have been its victims. He also explained the
role of Muslim seminaries and rejected any connection with 9/11 or 7/7.

Senator S.M. Zafar informed Sir Michael Jay that despite many CBMs
between India and Pakistan the human rights condition in Occupied Kashmir
has remained the same. He asked UK to assume its responsibility and play
a positive role for solving the Jammu and Kashmir issue.

Senator Nisar Memon asked the UK Government to take a position
on Durand Line and also the Indian information centres in Afghanistan
bordering Pakistan that may start a new cold war.

Senator Wasim Sajjad drew attention of the visitor to the apprehension
that because of 7/7, Pakistani students would be less than welcome in
England. He supported the comments made by Maulana Sami-ul-Haq and
asked if Britain feels any responsibility towards Kashmir or not.
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Sir Michael Jay responded to various issues raised by the members.
On Palestine, he reiterated British policy of opposing settlements, and “a real
Palestinian State with attributes of statehood, besides State of Israel”. On
Kashmir he accepted UK’s responsibility as an ex-colonial power and urged
both parties to reach a solution. On Durand Line he restricted his comments
to saying that we want to see stability along the border and don’t have a
firm position on fencing the border.

The British High Commissioner, at the conclusion, informed the
Committee that 5000 visas were issued to Pakistani students this year and
they remain welcome in Britain.

The session concluded with the consensus on both sides that it was
an extremely useful interaction that needs to be continued.

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED
Chairman

11

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Pakistan - UK Relations



Proceedings of the Meeting
(Verbatim Record)



A meeting of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Kashmir
Affairs and Northern Areas was held at 3:00 pm on September 27, 2005 in
Committee Room No. 1, Parliament House, Islamabad to exchange views
with Sir Michael Jay, Permanent Under Secretary, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, on issues like Iraq, Afghanistan and the fight against terrorism.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed was in the Chair.

The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:

1. Senator Wasim Sajjad. Member
2. Senator Nisar Ahmad Memon Member
3. Senator S.M. Zafar Member
4. Senator Mrs. Gulshan Saeed Member
5. Senator Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Member
6. Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Member
7. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq Member

H. E. Mr. Mark Lyall Grant, British High Commissioner to Pakistan was
also present at the meeting.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING (Verbatim Record)

Mr. Chairman: (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed): I begin with the
name of Allah, the Most Gracious, and the Most Merciful. I welcome Sir
Michael Jay and members of the British delegation to the Pakistan Parliament
and Office of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. You have just met
our colleagues from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee which has very
high powered and distinguished representation as you will see from our sixth
report which is before you. Before I start today’s proceedings, I will request
Prof. Khurshid Ahmad to recite from the Holy Quran.

(Prof. Khurshid recited a few verses of the Holy Quran)

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you. This special meeting was
convened at the request of Mark Lyall Grant, the British High Commissioner,
who is a friend from the past and we welcome you very warmly to Pakistan.
I would like to just briefly read out the CV of Sir Michael Jay. Sir Michael Jay
is a Permanent Under Secretary and Head of the Diplomatic Services. He
has been educated in Magdalen College in Oxford and in London University.
He has also studied at the School of Oriental and African Studies and was
a voluntary teacher in Zambia. He has also served in London, Washington
and in the British High Commission in New Delhi. So he has had South Asian
experience in the past and he was also Ambassador in Paris, before he took
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over his current assignment as Head of the Diplomatic Service in January,
2002. He had also listed certain issues that he wanted  to discuss with the
Committee. So what we will do is that I will give you a brief overview of how
we see things and my personal perspective on certain issues, then you can
make a presentation and then we can have comments or questions from our
side. We hopefully will finish in sixty minutes.

We had an interaction with British friends in the past. Last year we
had a very detailed one hour interaction with the UK House of Commons
Committee headed by Mr. Anderson, the then Chairman of the Committee,
on the post 9/11 scenario and report on that discussion has been published.
As I have mentioned it is the one Committee which is publishing regular
reports on its deliberations. Another report is based on hearings regarding
elections in India. Then we have published a report on enlightened moderation.
Another one on the visit of Pakistani journalists to occupied Kashmir and
another one on our visit to Europe, which we undertook earlier this year to
Britain, Belgium and Germany and next month the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee will be visiting East Asia, Japan and South Korea (postponed due
to earthquake). So we have had perspective from Europe and now we will
have an Asian perspective.

As you know Pakistan is playing a very pivotal role in the campaign
against terrorism. I think the war against terrorism is a misnomer because
then it will become unwinable war without end against an enemy which is
unique; nameless, faceless and stateless. We ourselves have been victim of
terrorism and were very concerned despite the role of Pakistan and other
Muslim countries in campaigning against terrorism, that sometimes in the
West, certain elements, the media, the think tanks and occasionally even
policy makers, particularly in the United States slot, link terrorism with our
great religion Islam, which is a religion of peace and tolerance. I think this
is a problem that creates difficulties for us in Pakistan and for other governments
in the Muslim world.

Secondly, we feel that in this campaign against terrorism, the root
causes of terrorism ought to be examined and analyzed and those root causes
are linked with issues of injustice, issues of occupation and unresolved conflicts
where Muslims happen to be at the receiving end. Whether it is Palestine,
whether it is Kashmir, even Chechnya and that reinforces the image in the
mind of Muslims that there are double standards prevalent on those issues.
When it comes to the issue of East Timor, there is certain application of U.N.
Resolutions but when it comes to other areas, U.N. Resolution are held in
abeyance and occupation and injustice continue unabated. 
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Thirdly we also feel that there is, at the same time, sort of a blame
game, that countries are not able to take responsibilities for their actions
and there are consequences of those actions. Take the example of Iraq. The
Iraq war was and is illegal and immoral. Whatever one may say about the
Saddam Regime, which I personally think was a fascist regime and deserved
to be overthrown because in 1980 he oppressed his own people with the
support of Western countries. So, in that context, I think it is important to
understand that the issues that we face, as I said, were due to double
standards. These double standards are also prevalent in the case of Iran.
For example, there are nuclear programmes of other countries like Israel,
but they are never given the kind of scrutiny that Iran is subjected to,
although Iran has not violated any norm or rule of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, which certified last year that they were following those rules.
So, we feel that on a whole lot of issues, there is this element to shift the
blame to Muslim countries. Pakistan and the Muslims all over the world have
condemned the 7/7 bombing in London which we as civilized members of
the international community, have condemned as these were crimes against
humanity. Your High Commissioner here would testify that I was among the
first as Secretary General of Pakistan Muslim League to organize a condolence
meeting at the Pakistan Muslim League Headquarters where Mark Lyall Grant
came personally and we were very heartened by the fact that he made two
very clear statements; he said that those who were engaged in those crimes
against humanity in London, they are Britishers, they are not Pakistanis in
respect of origin. Wherever because I have mentioned to the BBC when they
interviewed me, I said blaming Pakistanis for the attacks is like when ever
the mafia commits a crime in Chicago, New York and Washington, you blame
Italy for that because their ancestors came from Sicily. You cannot do that.
And secondly he had mentioned that it is not Islamic terrorism. This is
terrorism (period) because an initial statement from Mr. Blair had tried to
give it a certain religious label.

On the issue of Afghanistan, for example, Pakistan has gone the
extra-mile. Pakistan has sent its troops to the Frontier Region but the failure
of the United States, the failure of the NATO Forces to control, curb and
crush the insurgency in Afghanistan is unfortunately blamed on Pakistan just
as in Iraq the blame is attributed to Iran on occasions, Syria on occasions
and some time even Saudi Arabia. We feel that on these issues there has
to be a more balanced, a more even-handed approach. Also at the international
level, we are quite concerned that the rule of law ought to prevail. After 9/11
there has been a proclivity on the part of the United States to use force to
resolve long standing political issues. We feel that this is not right. This is
wrong. Might is right is not an acceptable option any more in the international
community and Britain ought to play a role to support that process, which
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restores the right of self-determination to the people of Iraq as well as the
people of Palestine and Kashmir because Britain,  historically, has had a close
rapport and interaction with Muslim peoples with  people of the Middle East.
In Pakistan particularly, we feel a certain camaraderie with Britain given our
colonial heritage and we are also very grateful for Britain’s support in the EU
on trade matters. We know that your posts in South Asia are among you
principled, F.C.O, Posts as your white paper in 2003 mentioned also and you
have recently given some financial support to our poverty alleviation
programmes which we appreciate but finally I would like to say that in this
battle of ideas between the West and the Muslim world it is important that
we all work to avert this clash of civilizations because that would be something
which would be having dangerous consequences for the region, for the
Western policies and we also feel that Britain and America should review
their policies on Iraq and we hope that occupation can end so that peace is
restored. Perhaps an OIC/UN peace keeping force can be inducted into Iraq,
so that the Iraqi people can have their rightful position restored.

I would also like briefly to mention the Muslim vanguard role to serve
as a bridge between the Western and Muslim world and also to promote
policies that bridge the gap between the West and Muslim world. In this
regard, Pakistan, in October, 2003 at the Putrajaya Islamic Summit, presented
an initiative which was laid by President Pervez Musharraf, promoting
enlightened moderation as a path forward which was unanimously endorsed
and accepted by the gathering of Muslim leaders. As a consequence of that,
a Commission of Eminent Persons was established to work on a reform
agenda of the OIC and also to prepare an action plan for the Muslim countries
and a strategy where Muslims countries can reverse wrongs and also achieve
their rightful place in the comity of nations. There were five representatives
from Asia, five from Africa and five from the Arab World and I have been
entrusted to represent Pakistan on that Commission of Eminent Persons. We
have had two sessions already. We had a meeting earlier this year in January
in Malaysia. Then we had a follow up meeting in May in Islamabad where we
completed our recommendations and some of those recommendations have
been presented to a meeting which was held in the second half of September,
where myself and Prof. Khurshid were representing Pakistan among other
people, at this Conference of Muslim Scholars and Intellectuals in Makkah,
Saudi Arabia and finally these recommendations will go to an extra-ordinary
special summit of the Muslim leaders, InshAllah in December, 2005 again in
Makkah. So, we are very clearly embarked on a reform agenda and we feel
that we have to move forward, as some of these recommendations are very
important, for example, we have proposed that one of the major challenges
for Muslim countries is political, the challenge of democracy and that challenge
means that the chasm, the gap, the gulf between the ruler and the ruled has
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to be bridged by giving more voice to our people by having a democratic
process in place in Muslim countries. So, we have not skirted issues, we have
been very frank and forthright in discussing issues, and these recommendations
have been unanimously presented. So, we feel that Britain has a very
important role to play; the role which Mr. Blair had mentioned, before the
Iraq invasion, at Labour Party Conference, that he would be putting pressure
on America to resolve Palestine. That promise has not yet been followed up.
We feel that on Palestine and Kashmir, Britain has to play an important role,
otherwise there would be, I think, a serious gap and unless there is this kind
of follow up, issues of peace, security and stability either in the Middle East
or in South Asia, would remain in abeyance. We hope that real politik will
take a back seat and principles will take a front burner approach on issues
like Palestine and Kashmir because the destiny of our people in South Asia
and Middle East and the Muslim world is linked to the resolution of those
issues.  Thank you.

Sir Michael Jay: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Can I say first of all
that it is a great honour to be here. It is a great pleasure to be here. I have
to say after many years of appearing before Parliamentary Committees of
one kind or another, it is always an honour but it is not always a pleasure.
But I do feel today so pleasure as well as an honour and I am delighted to
be here and have a chance to discuss issues which are fundamental to Britain
and fundamental to Pakistan, and, indeed fundamental to all of us, who do
believe in peace and security in this rather troubled world.

Perhaps I will not make a presentation of my own but what I would
like to do is just to go through some of the points which you made and give
my comments on those, which  means perhaps getting a discussion going.

Let me say, first of all, that I very much agree with you about the
need to talk about the campaign against terror and not a war against terror.
I think war against terror is a misnomer but I think a campaign against terror
is exactly what we are both engaged in. Let me also say that I very much
agree with you about the need to separate out the word terror or terrorism
from Islam or indeed any other faith. We are not talking about terrorists of
a particular faith, we are talking about terrorists of whatever faith or no faith.
That is what our campaign is against and I think indeed that in waging that
campaign we need to do so on the basis of engaging in dialogue at the same
time with all faiths and I think that is a fundamental part of encouraging
mutual understanding and avoiding the risk of the kind of clash of civilizations
or clashes of religions which many speak of  which I am a little myself
skeptical about.
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I agree with you too about the importance of examining the root
causes of terror. I do not agree with those who argue that the root causes
of terror or terrorists, of course, in a naive rather simple sense that is true,
but terrorists are there for reason too and some times those are indeed
issues of a sense of alienation, deprivation, of poverty, of conflict and I think
that those of us who do in the long term to rid ourselves of the scourge of
terrorism, need to address ourselves to those underlying causes, as well as
working together to get rid of the terrorists that we know are amongst us.

Except the point that you make that there are links between extremism,
between terrorism and at least, perceptions that can put it that way of foreign
policy issues. I achieved a certain notoriety a few weeks ago because of the
leak in the British Press of a letter I wrote, which made the rather un-
contentious statement that Muslim extremism or radicalism in Britain was
linked to perceptions of British foreign policy towards, in particular the Middle
East and Iraq. I do not regard that is, in any way, a surprising statement and
I think it remains true but it, therefore remains true that we need to resolve
the underlying causes of terrorism including those which stem from underlying
conflicts. It is very much the wish of the British Government to continue to
work hard for the solution to the tension between Israel and Palestine. We
have long believed in and worked for a two state solution to the Middle East
peace process. We take comfort from the Israeli disengagement from Gaza
but see that as the first step and not the final step, the first necessary step
towards completing the road map and completing a two state solution. I
agree with you that the discussions with pressure on Mr. Bush, has not
succeeded in producing that outcome yet but I would not want to leave you
with the impression that the Prime Minister has not, in almost all of his
contacts with President Bush, been stressing to him the crucial importance,
despite all else that has been going on in the world, of continuing to focus
on the solution to the Middle East peace process as one of the key issues
which the world faces. Not only because it is important in its own right both
for the Palestinian and the Israeli people but also because if that were
resolved, it would remove, at least the justification for quite a lot of the
perceived justifications, quite a lot of extremism around the world. Then I
have to say that I have been present in a number of meetings and I can
assure you that there are some direct conversations between the two of them
on this subject.

May I just say a word on Afghanistan and this is the point that I have
made in my talks with the Foreign Ministry and with the President today that
we in Britain very much appreciate what Pakistan is doing in order to create
zones of stability around the border. We regard that as hugely important in
supporting our own efforts with those of our allies in Afghanistan. I believe
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we both share a common objective of a stable Afghanistan, as from next
spring when Britain will increase its military presence focused in Southern
Afghanistan, it will be even more important to be working very closely with
Pakistan over the border in between, in particular Balochistan and Southern
Afghanistan.

I want to say a word, if I may, about Iraq. I do not want to go now
into all the causes of the war in Iraq. I would, as you would expect, disagree
with your statement that it was both immoral and illegal, that is not our
assessment though I accept the question of the legality of the war in Iraq
is one that will trouble jurists and indeed probably policy makers for a long
time to come. I do agree with you that the regime that was overthrown was
an exceptionally nasty regime. It was not operating in the interest of the
Iraqi people. I would say that our aim now is to work with our friends and
with the Iraqi Government and I was talking to the Iraqi Prime Minister in
London last week, in order to ensure that the political process succeeds;
heads down and creates the conditions under which we and our allies can
handle the security to the Iraqi authorities, I do not for one moment, pretend
that is going to be easy but it remains the goal.

May I say on Kashmir, that we are full of admiration for the process
of détente, which has been shown by the President and Prime Minister of
Pakistan and of India since what was to us a very dangerous period in June,
2002, when there was a real chance of conflict and I think that the process
of detente since then has been extremely important for all of us and Britain
remains willing and determined to do all it can to try and continue that
process.

I would like just to say a word also about the response to the terrorist
attacks in London in July. I, as it happened, was with the British Prime
Minister in Gleneagles at the G-8 Summit, when the terrorist attacks happened,
was with him when he received the first news of them and spent the first
part of that day and in the last part of that day, with him and so his own
reaction to that, which was a mixture of determination to campaign against
the terrorists and to strengthen our own defenses against the terrorists but
in equal determination to work with different faith communities and particularly
in the circumstances, the Muslim communities to ensure that we did that
together and that the implications for our own society particular were discussed
and agreed with the leaders of the Muslim communities in Britain and that
is what the government has been doing since then. There has been a strong
and protracted series of meetings between different Muslim leaders and
British government in order to ensure that the reaction to those attacks is
one which strengthen, as it were, toward the cohesion of British society and
does not lead to fissures within it.
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I would just like to make one other point which perhaps goes back to
what I was saying earlier on about the point that you made about double
standards. I do not entirely agree. I do think that the foreign policy issues do
lie behind the sense of alienation, which can lead to terrorism. One example,
I think of this which I do cite some times, is that we and our coalition partners,
were not defending and protecting Kosovians against Milosevic because they
were Muslims and Milosevic was Christian but because they were being
oppressed. What matters is supporting those who are being oppressed against
those who are oppressing them regardless of the religion or the faith and I
think that is a very point to hold on to and that certainly is a point which is
important for our foreign policy. There is, as far we are concerned, no sense
that any part of our foreign policy or domestic policy is directed against any
particular faith.

I will stop there, if I may Mr. Chairman, except to add one point which
has come out of the conversation  I have had today, which I think is also a
point, you mentioned, that there are huge common interests at the moment
between Britain and Pakistan and the way in which we react to many of the
troubles this world faces. We do, of course, have a very strong history, which
I believe is a strength between us and I think that kind of degree of mutual
understanding between us that gives us a very good base for trying to work
together to resolve a number of the issues within our own societies and
foreign policies issues which we face. There are 800,000 people of Pakistani
origin in the United Kingdom and 80,000 British nationals in Pakistan. If I
were to give a newspaper interview in Islamabad in whatever language, I
could be quite certain when I go back to London the following day members
of the Pakistani community there would be in touch commenting on it, in a
sense that relations are indivisible because the communities are indivisible
and I think that gives a great strength to our relationship.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much. The first speaker
from our side would be Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad.

Senator Prof.  Khurshid Ahmad: Thank you Mr. Chairman and thank you
very much Sir Michael for a very frank and I must say considered and a
balanced response. The issues, the Chairman raised were really tricky but
you have handled them with, I think, great sagacity. My first observation is
that in all Senate Committees, particularly this one, we have never operated
as members belonging to Government or Opposition. I belong to the Opposition
but I must say that what the Chairman has said in his initial statement reflects
the thinking of the Pakistani people and the Parliament in general. One may
differ with some words or the way things are presented but I think on the
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whole, he has correctly represented the concerns of all of us. Having said
so, I want to raise three issues very briefly:

First, I think terrorism, which somehow has become issue No. 1, in
the world today, particularly if you look to the recent session of the General
Assembly, it seems as if this is “The Issue”. But I think after four years, after
9/11, time has come to seriously reflect as to where we are going and
whether we call it war or campaign or with any other word, it is dragging
us. And two particular issues;  that is the current phase of terrorism and its
relation to policies, not events, policies that have been pursued in which
there is a persistence and a kind of a gloss is being put by suggesting that
as if it is the war of ideas and values. I think nobody is for terrorism,  even
those who have committed it. I have read some very important observations
by those who had been involved, that it is regarded to be evil. Yet they
resorted to it for certain over riding considerations. So, I think unless we
address those issues and change the focus because it seems that the world
has become more insecure during these four years. We are playing in the
hands of what the terrorists wanted to achieve. It is Bin Ladinism that is
gaining currency. That is one issue that I would like to reflect upon.

Secondly, I am deeply concerned about the fall out of all risks in two
fields; one is whatever was achieved during the last two hundred years in
the field of International Law, certain norms of behavior, certain codes of
conduct, certain expectations from civilized countries of the world, the role
of the UN and respect for its Charter and Human Rights, everything is under
threat. It seems we are re-writing International Law and this is a very serious
challenge. Similarly its consequences for even the values we so cherish;
democracy, human rights, freedom, privacy, all these areas are extremely
important and of concern to all of us.

Thirdly, I would like to express my concern about another fall out of
9/11 as well as that of 7/7 on the Muslim community in general and Pakistan
community in particular and I am not informing at least your good self that
the reports in U.K. do suggest that discriminatory actions against Pakistanis
have increased  six times in the post July situation. So, this is a very important
issue for us both from human view point as well as from Pakistan’s.

Finally, I would just make three very short observations. First of all
Palestine; yes, two states solution, but we all are paying a lip service to it.
We should be definite about what we mean by State. Palestinian State should
mean state and not just a fragmentation, a kind of borderisation of the
region. And one may welcome the Gaza withdrawal but I think you have to
go deeper to see whether it is part or has any linkage with the road map.
Whether the whole idea of the unilateral withdrawal is a de-linking from the
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whole concept of road map? And what is happening after that and what is
the state of Gaza, a  prison with airport, with sea links, with road links, with
attacks, it has to be seen.

About Kashmir also, I would like to say that I was disappointed by the
statement of the British Prime Minister made in India, where differentiation
between state terrorism and terrorism by the oppressed and the question
of right of the people to resist oppression and occupation was confused. I
think, in earlier statements, particularly I must say the 1996 Labour Party
Convention, if I remember correctly, which passed a resolution reaffirming
the original principled position on Kashmir. I look towards that as a greater
departure from that by the Labour Party resolution.

And finally I would only say that yes, we have very much appreciated
what you and  others did in Bosnia but it should have been done much earlier,
much earlier. I would invite you to go through, the autobiography of Alija
Izzat Begovich which has been published in English from U.K, which reveals
the whole story and we find how after playing havoc with the lives of the
people, some response and that too in a very mutilated form was given. Yet
whatever was done, we appreciate it but Europeans are seen in that context.
Thank you very much.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Prof. Khurshid. Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq would like to speak and I will do the translation. Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq is also from the MMA and he has the largest seminary in Pakistan,
which was once very notorious because a number of Taliban leadership was
educated there but not trained,  only educated.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq: In the name of Allah, the most
compassionate, the most merciful. It is a great pleasure to be addressing
such a distinguished audience. I have been saying from the last four/five
years that we can remove misunderstandings with  Western countries through
a dialogue with the intellectuals and policy makers of Muslim countries. This
is the need of the hour. My experience shows that after this kind of interaction
at a broad level, a lot of misunderstandings and misconceptions can be
removed. This is an auspicious beginning and we want dialogues through
your good selves. Mr. Chairman, you should come here and we should go
there and through the media also we should interact. And if we do not do
this dialogue, there might be grave consequences for all of us. I will briefly
say that terrorism is a universal problem and if it was an Islamic one then
the Muslim countries would not have been victims of terrorism. We are the
biggest victim of terrorism, specially Pakistan. Our biggest crime within quotes
is “we fought in the war of liberation against the Soviet Union in the cold
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war”. It was not just the seminaries who fought but it was the civil society,
it was the people at large who fought in the jihad against the Soviet. Resisting
Soviet Union was right. Otherwise the freedom of Pakistan and the region
would have been at stake. Because of our sacrifices, the entire world specially,
the Western world gained. Central Asia was liberated, Eastern Europe was
liberated, Berlin Wall collapsed and the U.S. became the sole Super Power.
But the only fruit we got from that big tree was that we are now accused
of terrorism. We must define the contours and define what terrorism actually
is. There should be a clear principle that wherever the oppressors oppress
the oppressed we should support the oppressed. There cannot be any
distinction of oppressed because they happen to be Muslim or non Muslim.

Religious seminaries are not something new in this world. They came
up in this region after the British Empire was established. You established
all the religious seminaries. Why? Because the system of education established
by the British colonialists was secular in nature. There was no forum for
teaching Islamic injunctions, so there was need for Islamic Muslim seminaries.
The British Empire was very efficient and they ruled over 150 years but there
was no evidence of any extremism or terrorism from any of the seminary
in the British Empire in India. We had big seminaries in U.P, that is now in
India and Deoband which is a very famous seminary in Siharanpur and
Lucknow. Your governors of that period used to visit those seminaries. The
governors were very much impressed by the welfare work being done by
the seminaries in the days of the British Empire. There has been no proof
or allegation of involvement of any seminary in either 9/11 or 7/7. I will give
you a few examples of movements for liberation all over the world.

The struggle in Algeria under Dr. Asad Madani of Islamic Salvation
Front and Mr. Rashed Ganoshi in Tunis. In Sudan, there is Mr. Hasan Turabi
and in Egypt, there is the Muslim Brotherhood. In Iran, the main leaders
were graduate students and Imam Khomeini came much later. None of them
were educated in any religious seminaries and the leaders of Al-Qaeda are
also professional Doctors and Engineers like Dr. Ayman Al Zawahiri. The
problem is that Muslims, who study in your universities, they become very
highly qualified as a consequence of studying in your universities. You teach
them that equality, freedom, democracy and human rights are all very
important. You mould his mind to such an extant that he wants to see this
heaven on earth. There are human rights, there is democracy, there is
freedom of human beings, so he wants to fight for that. But when he goes
back to his homeland there is hell on earth. There are no human rights, there
is no democracy, and there is no equality. He see the heaven on earth in the
West but in his own country, it is hell on earth. So, what does he do? The
best thing is that you should eliminate this curricular about human rights,
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democracy and so do not make people aware of their rights. We Mullahs
teach them about life after death. That is why we Mullahs teach our students
to be patient in this world. We Mullahs are patient in this world and hope to
get the facilities in the Hereafter. The problem is that you do not let me in
your country.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Maulana Sahib. Actually
this came from the heart. Senator S.M.Zafar.

Mark, you want to respond immediately? I think, you can respond at
the end collectively. I know, it is very stimulating and Maulana has charged
you. (Laughter) O.K., if you respond immediately. Sir Michael. 

Sir Michael Jay:  I would like to respond. Just one or two points, evidently
passionately and strongly felt intervention. First one. I completely agree with
the first point about the importance of dialogues and the importance of
removing misunderstandings through dialogue. Particularly the importance
for the Western and the Muslim dialogue and importance of the media as
well ensuring that dialogue happens and in reporting that dialogue in positive
sense and not in a  negative sense. The point I want to make about the
seminaries is that you rather gave the impression that we were somehow
against seminaries. We are not against seminaries. They exist in Britain. We
are against those ones which do and some of them do seem to ferment
extremism on the fringes and we are regulating those now in the United
Kingdom. We are pleased to see that there are proposals to regulate some
of them here. The important thing here is that I would not want  for one
moment to give the impression that we were somehow opposed to the concept
of seminaries. And finally, I would say that I think that our schools in Britain
and our universities are absolutely right to teach the importance of democracy
and human rights in respect of law and independence. The question is how
you fight for those values? And to fight for those peacefully within the
democratic process, which will lead to eternal life.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Sir Michael Jay. That was
a good response. Senator S.M. Zafar.

Senator S.M. Zafar: Sir Michael Jay, having read your bio-data and the
various offices that you have held in the diplomatic world and the important
office that you are now holding, it is a pleasure and it is a privilege to be
here with you, and to hear from you. You have already made your points
that have been raised by Mr. Mushahid Hussain, Chairman of our Committee
today and to which you have made some reply. Of course, I would not go
into those issues but may I first mention a few things from the point of view
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of Pakistani community at large and the civil society, particularly the educated
Pakistani, is that they are a good reservoir for Great Britain. The reason is
more than obvious that two top leaders of Pakistan, Allama Iqbal and
Quad-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, both got their education and their initial
training in politics and human rights from U.K.  On the 7th of July, I was in
London and I would like to put it on record that the response of the people
of London, and the Government of UK, I would like to put it on record, was
admirable, unprecedented, very mature and there was no knee jerk reaction
like what happened in United States of America. It is the maturity of the
British people that I would like to commend. I would, at this moment, while
you have dealt with the Kashmir issue; like to point out to you that very
recently too in the Human Rights Committee of the Senate, the leaders from
occupied Jammu and Kashmir had appeared before us and they had informed
us that despite many CBMs between India and Pakistan, the human rights
condition in the occupied Jammu and Kashmir has remained the same and
there has been no improvement whatsoever. This has been mentioned in our
report and since you are holding such an important post, I thought I would
like to convey it to you also. Mushahid said that his is the one Committee
that keeps on regularly publishing its reports, but there is a second committee
which keeps on publishing its reports and it is our second report which
contains this particular aspect and I hope that I will present the report
wherein they have said that the violation is still continuing and there has
been no demilitarization. I would like you to keep a note on that. 

The second thing I would like to mention in this regard is that we the
lawyers community believe. I have been in the profession of law for a long
time and so is Mr. Wasim Sajjad, that besides there being a role for United
Kingdom, there is the responsibility of the United Kingdom to play a positive
role for solving the Jammu and Kashmir issue between Pakistan and India.
We call it or we consider it to be a responsibility both because you were the
withdrawing power when these two counties came into existence and there
is also an impression that the British, at the time of partition of India, did
certain things wrong, which is now being admitted, which resulted in the
dispute for Jammu and Kashmir. You are aware of that particular statement,
therefore, I say it briefly.

There is another aspect to praise very rightly that Pakistan has played
an important role in keeping this peace process going in Afghanistan. Recently
an issue has been raised by the Government of Pakistan and I would like to
have your reaction on that, although, I believe that what the Government
of Pakistan has said is right about the fencing of the Durand Line. What is
your reaction, if you would like to say something on that?
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We have talked about various causes of terrorism. I would briefly like
to talk about a very vast subject, which is that the level of exploitative culture
is somehow easily put on the Western society today by the third world, it is
not only the Muslim world but the entire third world. They are affluent, they
have got a lot of technological development and they are not helping the
other third world countries to come up to an economic viable level.  Probably,
tackling the poverty issue in Africa that you have taken, is very good but on
the matter of trade and other aspects, we do feel that Pakistan, for example,
is not getting the treatment from the West as it deserves for what it has
already done. Now, there is one more aspect which I would like to point out
and with that I will end; is that I think U.K. is well situated to start an inter
faith dialogue and I would say that your government should do something
in this regard. Pakistan will certainly reach out for it. Being a lawyer I have
a point on human rights. The fear and apprehension that the laws that you
are going to frame in September are going to be very rigorous and may
somewhat abridge the human rights. Is that apprehension correct? Or what
would you like to say on that matter? Thank you very much. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: By the way, we are looking forward
to welcoming the Arch Bishop of Canterbury in November. Senator Nisar
Memon and then Senator Wasim Sajjad to wind up.

Senator Nisar Ahmed Memon: Thank you Mr. Chairman. I really have a
brief comment on a couple of points. A quick one on Afghanistan. I think on
the issue of  Afghanistan, I would only add to what my colleague Mr. S.M.
Zafar has said is that this question of Durand Line has come up, I believe
that the Government of United Kingdom need to examine and take position
on the role of various information centers that are spread around in Afghanistan
because we believe that a new cold war may start in this region on this issue
and this could be motivated by some of the people who may like to create
a situation for Pakistan. So, I think, you need to examine the role of those
centers as well as take position on those. These are information centers,
established by India in Afghanistan very close to the Pakistan border.

Secondly, I would like to support what the Chairman said about Iraq.
I think the feeling of the people of Pakistan were expressed by him but much
more it was expressed in the unanimous resolution that the Senate of Pakistan
passed when the West went to war with Iraq. We did not oppose whether
to overthrow the Iraqi Government or not but the question was the rights
of the people there and what legality could have been involved. And in fact,
it was a unanimous resolution of the Senate of Pakistan. I am sure that the
High Commissioner could provide you a copy of that wherein it was very
clearly laid down that the Government of Pakistan was asked not to send
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any peace keeping forces there or to  participate in that war. We are very
pleased as Senate of Pakistan that Government of Pakistan pursued and
followed that recommendation and did not participate in sending any troops
to Iraq, as the West took the position. So, I think that is the point that I
wanted to add.

The third point is about terrorism. I think, as so much has been talked
about terrorism but I think what one need to look at is the enlightened
moderation strategy of President Musharraf, which I am sure he must have
talked about with you. On the Kashmir issue one of the things, which is my
very strong personal opinion, is the issue of Northern Areas which some of
the Indian leadership or the Kashmiri leadership take up from time to time.
It is not an issue because Northern Areas fought war of independence and
Gilgit was liberated on November 1, 1947 by fighting the war and lots of
people died whose tombs still exist and can be seen. Then on 14th of August
1948, Skardu, part of Baltistan, was also liberated by fighting the war and
both Gilgit and Skardu declared that they are joining Pakistan. Therefore, I
strongly believe at this point in time that Northern Areas is a settled issue
and it is part of Pakistan. I would even say that probably the previous
governments in the past have not moved on it very fast by giving them the
status that goes with being part of the country. I would like you and the
Government of United Kingdom to convey that this is a settled issue while
Kashmir is the one which still remains. The President’s initiative in the context
of Israel and Palestine, I think, have been supported well by the West but I
think we hope that these efforts will not only be supported but will also be
rewarded. Thank you.

Senator Wasim Sajjad:  It’s been a pleasure and honour to meet you here
in Parliament. Your very presence here today, a few months after the events
in London in July shows that you value the historical ties between Pakistan
and the U.K. and that you give importance to relationship between Pakistan
and the U.K. There are two concerns that I want to mention; as you know
there always has been a very strong interest of the students from Pakistan
going to England and this interest increased after the events in the United
States because the environment there was not very welcoming. There is now
a concern that because of what happened in London in July, there would be
a less welcoming atmosphere for the Pakistani students in U.K. and I would
like to have the response on that as to whether there would be such a
situation or the government is going to take steps so that the students feel
as welcome as they were before. Thousands of students were going every
year and there are thousands of students who went there and have come
back and are now in Pakistan.
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 I think what Maulana Sami-ul-Haq has said is very profound and I
think coming from a religious figure in Pakistan, the comments need to be
taken very seriously. They were very serious comments and I think a very
good perception, good analysis of how the religious elements feel in Pakistan.
I think, it is very good response that he has given. The second point which
as already made by Senator S.M. Zafar is that Britain has a certain responsibility
regarding Kashmir. The reason is because in some ways you were responsible
for it and you are also in a position to play a role in the resolution of the
problem, one because you have good relationship with both India and Pakistan
and secondly your voice  especially in matters concerning India and Pakistan
is heard with great respect within the European community. Therefore, your
attitude so far of keeping your distance and trying to be equi distance as
well, I think, is not a correct attitude. I think if you play a role, the solution
of Kashmir would become easier. It is a difficult problem, it is a complicated
problem but I think Britain’s interest in trying to resolve this problem will
bring the issue nearer to a solution. So, these were the two things that I
wanted to mention and I seek your response on what Britain feels. That
Britian has a responsibility or not. If you feel; no, we are out of it, it is gone,
finished and now, we have nothing to do anymore.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much. Normally ladies
first but now lady last, Mrs. Gulshan Saeed, Please one brief question.

Senator Gulshan Saeed: I welcome you here. I want to ask you one
question that since the British people are against taking part of British forces
in Iraq and Afghanistan, is there any plan to withdraw them from there or
not?

Sir Michael Jay: Thank you very much. Let me try to address some of those
issues. I am afraid, I will not be able to address more but I will do what I
can. First of all, there were some questions which were raised by Prof.
Khurshid Ahmed who spoke first of all. One point there which I think, runs
through a number of interventions, is a question of addressing the underlying
causes of terrorism which we discussed earlier on. Yes, we must address the
underlying causes but we must also address the terrorists because they are
there. So, it has to be both, not one or the other. Secondly, I think a point
which was raised also towards the end of the discussion, is about implication
for our society including for British society of the measures, which we will
now be taking and the legislation to be put before the House of Commons.
I am not going into details now but it will be focused on bringing to justice
those who ferment or glorify terrorism to put it very simply. And of course
there are also administrative measures being taken to try to ensure that
those who do ferment or glorify terrorism, who are in our society or want
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to come to our society, do not do so. Now, I absolutely accept that raises
some quite difficult issues for our societies and getting the balance right, as
it were. The protection of our society is the protection of the individual; and
the freedom of the individual has always  been a hallmark of British society
and something on which we have rightly been proud. And my guess is that
when this Bill goes through Parliament, there will be very lively and quite
difficult debate in Britain about where you draw the balance. And I think
there is a perception that the balance has shifted a little bit but how far it
is shifted in order to protect our society without shifting so far that it destroys
what is the basis of our society which is respect to the individual, freedom
of individual, freedom of expression and so. Now, I have no answer to that
except to say, I think the members of your Committee are right to point out
as an issue, which we along with other societies are going to have to face.

Secondly, I just make a point about the two states solution. Of course,
it must be a genuine two states solution and not one state and a whole series
of fragmented pockets of land that is one of the reasons, why we have been
putting a lot of emphasis in our talks with Israel on the need to stop and to
curb and to cut back, the settlements, so that there is a real Palestinian
State with attributes of statehood to be beside the State of Israel.

I would like to take one or two other points which were raised. On
the very last point of all, we are committed to remaining in Afghanistan for
as long as it is necessary to remain in Afghanistan for the political process
to become embedded and there is a really good chance of a stable Afghanistan
with successful economy and a political process which is bedded down. And
I think that is shared interest, though, again I say, that is difficult.

On Iraq, as I said earlier, we are working again towards political
process, which will be established and handled through the Iraqi security
forces, so that we can withdraw our forces. And British public opinion is
divided on these issues, more opposed, I think to Iraq than to Afghanistan.
That is of course a factor that we have taken into account but the Government
view is that the policy must be seen through until it is completed no matter
how difficult it might be.

On Kashmir, we do accept that there was a responsibility of the ex-
colonial power and Jack Straw has acknowledged that. We do want to play
whatever is the most constructive role we can play in helping to bring about
a resolution to a difficulty, which has existed now for nearly sixty years. I
think, you are right to characterize our role as equi distant but equi distant
does not mean keeping a distance. You can be quite close actually to those
parties in a dispute and still be equi distant. So, I think the role we want to
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play is one in which we can help both parties to try to reach a solution, which
ultimately has to be for them to reach. But we will do whatever we can to
bring that about and that is something which is clearly part of our discussions
in Islamabad, as in Delhi.

I felt I have been having a little bit of a history lesson here to be
honest today  and I need to go and mug up on the Durand Line. (Laughter)
Refresher course on the Durand Line, I should say. My understanding is that
I still see some uncertainty to exactly where the Durand Line goes and that
apart, I think, our position at the moment on that of course is that we want
to see stability along the border. We want movement limited as far as possible
to legitimate movement. We do not have a view or position on whether or
not  there should be a fence along that rather a long difficult border. That
is an issues which I will go and get our research people to do some work in
order to inform myself more. For the moment, my position is that we do not
have a firm position on the fence.

On the welcoming attitude to students, Pakistani students in Britain
will be as welcome as they have always been. It is hugely important for us
to welcome and to provide (hope you forgive me for saying this,) good
education to Pakistani students in Britain. And I might ask the High
Commissioner to say a couple of words about issues as may arise in relation
to visas but one of the things is that I do sit on the Board of British Council
and as a Board Member of British Council, I can assure you that the British
Council is enormously very conscious of the need, not just to attract and to
educate well but to ensure the students coming are being welcomed to our
society. I do not know whether Mr. Mark Lyall Grant wants to say anything
more about visas.

H.E. Mr. Mark Lyall Grant:  I just want to make two very quick points. One
in response to Prof. Khurshid Ahmad, who referred to six times increase in
crimes against Muslims in the follow up to 7th July. That of course is true
when you read about it in Pakistani press. What you did not read about, is
that increase only lasted two weeks. It dropped right away and the current
situation just two month on is that the level of those crimes against Muslims
is actually at a lower  level than it was not only before 7th July but actually
a lower level when it  was a year about this time of the year 2004. So, that
is encouraging. The second thing is to say that we have already issued this
year over 5000 student visas for Pakistanis and the response that we have
received from those who have already gone, because of a lot of them going
around this time of year, is they are receiving a very warm welcome.
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Sir Michael Jay:  And finally just to underline again the importance of the
interfaith dialogue, which was mentioned by honourable member of the
Committee Mr. S.M. Zafar and to say that I too was going to mention the
visit by the Arch Bishop of Canterbury. We are also strengthening our own
interfaith dialogue within the United Kingdom. I want to make a point on the
dialogue actually, perhaps it is slightly trivial point but in the Foreign Office
I encourage my colleagues to take their teams away to see aspects of Britain
which they do not always see and one of my Directors General told me on
Thursday that he just came back with his large team from a Mosque in East
London and he found one of the most enriching and rewarding day he spent
since he had been in the Foreign Office. So, we are ourselves trying to
practice what we preach. Thank you.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Maulana Sahib has got one point.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq: We hear about Islamic terrorism. It is
contradiction in terms, Islam and terrorism. Islam is an Arabic word the root
of which is derivative from Salaam, which means peace. No religion has this
kind of root in terms of its name. The Prophet Muhammad PBUH, himself
undertook that commitment to preserve life, liberty and property of each
other. We do not say good morning, we say Assalam-o-Alaikum (Peace be
upon you).

Sir Michael Jay: Just to repeat that we do not talk about Islamic terrorism.
We talk about terrorism and we want to know more about Islam as a great
and peaceful religion.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Sir Michael, thank you very much. It
was a very stimulating session. Thank you for coming and it was our pleasure
to receive you. We also share your privately held view which was leaked to
the British media.

(IFTIKHARULLAH BABAR) (MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED)
  Secretary Committee                    Chairman Committee
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January, 1998).

Chairman Senate of Pakistan (24th December, 1988 to 12th October,
1999).  Elected in 1988 and re-elected in 1991, 1994 and 1997.

Federal Minister for Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs (September,
1986 to December 1988).  Has also held the portfolio of the Federal Minister
for Interior & Narcotics Control.

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate of Pakistan, 1988.
Elected as Senator from Punjab on a technocrat seat in 1985. Re-elected
in 1991, 1994, 1997 and 2003.  Presently he is the Leader of the House
in the Senate of Pakistan and is a Member of the Pakistan Muslim League.

A Lawyer by profession, he is presently heading his own law firm (Sajjad
Law Associates) having its Head Office in Islamabad.

He is the President of the Foundation for Advancement of Science &
Technology and Chancellor of the National University of Computer
and Emerging Sciences.

He has travelled extensively and visited over fifty countries. He is married
and has three children.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-922 3503, 922 3504
Tele (Res): 051- 224 0903
Mobile:  0333- 575 3205
Fax:  051-922 3505(Off.) 224 3856(Res.)
Address: H. No.12-A, P&V Scheme No.2, Park Road,

  Chak Shahzad, Islamabd.

Senator Wasim Sajjad
(PML - Islamabad Federal Capital)
Member
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Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs

Ex-Officio Member

Mian Khursheed Mahmud Kasuri is a member of the National Assembly from NA-140
(Kasur-III) constituency. He is currently Foreign Minister of Pakistan. Mian Khursheed
Mahmud Kasuri graduated with a B.A (Hons.) degree from University of the Punjab
in 1961, followed by a tripos degree from Cambridge University and qualified as
Barrister-at-Law at Gray's Inn London. During his political career, Mr.Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri was elected as First Secretary General of Peoples Democratic Alliance and was
appointed Federal Minister for Parliamentary Affairs in the interim government of
Prime Minister Mir Balakh Sher Mazari.

Mr. Kasuri is an ex-officio member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

Contact Information
Tele (Off): 051-9210335, 9203824
Tele (Res): 051-9222227-8
Fax (Off): 051-9207600
Address (Off):
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Constitution Avenue, Islamabad.
Address (Res):
House No. 13-A, Street No. 8, F-7/3, Islamabad.

Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani
(PML -  Punjab)

Member

Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani, Special Assistant to Prime Minister, is a leading
political activist and grass roots organizer of his party who founded the youth movement
“Pasban”. He was Secretary General of the National Alliance, a coalition partner of
the ruling party. He is also the President of the Wise Education Society and Women
Welfare Society. He is the Founder of the Institute of Afghan Affairs (1985) and
Education for All (EFA). He has launched campaigns for the Kashmir cause, free
employment (1997), Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust Hospital, collective marriage
ceremony, true freedom (2000), and for relief on foreign debt (2001). He played a
leading role in the establishment of IJI (1988), Millat Party, National Alliance and the
Grand National Alliance. Senator Durrani has visited Europe, Asia and Africa and is
married with three sons and a daughter.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9201687, 9008565
Tele (Res): 042-5885593, 042-9230082, 051-9202895
Mobile: 0333-5196662, 0300-8453883
Email: durrani@interface.net.pk
Address 1 : Islamabad: 09-H Parliament Lodges
Address 2: Lahore: H.82-B Garden Block, Garden Town
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Senator S. M. Zafar
(PML - Punjab)
Member

Senator S. M. Zafar is a prominent lawyer and former Federal Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs, Pakistan. He is involved with various aworks and is Chairman
of the Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency - PILDAT's
Board of Advisors, Chairman of the Human Rights Society of Pakistan as well as of
the Senate Committee on Human Rights. He was President of the High Court Bar
Association Lahore (1975) and President of the Supreme Court Bar Association (1979).
He is also Chairman of the Cultural Association of Pakistan. Senator Zafar has visited
the US, Canada, UK, France and Germany. He enjoys farming and has three sons
and a daughter.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223969
Tele (Res): 051-9223825
Tele (Off): 042-7570257, 042-7570258
Tele (Res): 042-5420828, 042-5421668
Mobile: 0300-8455377
Fax: 042-7570256, 042-5715483
Email: mnz@nexlinx.net.pk
Address: Zafar House, 300 West Canal Bank, Hanjarwal, Lahore

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad
(MMA - NWFP)
Member

A world renowned research scholar, an educationist, an economist, a versatile writer
and a preacher of Islam, Prof. Khurshid Ahmad was born on March 23, 1932 at Delhi,
India. He holds a Bachelors degree in Law and Jurisprudence, Masters degrees in
Economics and Islamic Studies and an Honorary Doctorate (Ph.D) in Education. Prof.
Khurshid Ahmad has held the portfolio of the Federal Minister of Planning and
Development and has been Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission in the
Government of Pakistan from 1978 to 1979. He has written around 30 books in
English, over 20 in Urdu and contributed to a large number of magazines. Senator
Ahmed was elected as member of the Senate in February, 2003, and is a member
of the Senate's Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Kashmir Affairs and Northern
Affairs. He previously served as member of the Senate from March 1985 till March
1997. During that tenure he was also Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee
on Finance and Economic Affairs from 1991 till March, 1997. He is Vice President
(Naib Ameer) of Jama'at-e-Islami Pakistan and Founder and Chairman of both Institute
of Policy Studies, Islamabad and the Islamic Foundation, Leicestershire, UK.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-2650971-3
Tele (Re): 051-2103137
Mobile: 0300-8542211 Fax: 051-2650704
Email: khurshid@ips.net.pk
Address: Institute of Policy Studies, Block-19, Markaz F-7, Islamabad
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Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Abbasi
(PML-N - NWFP)

Member

Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Abbasi is former Chief Minister of the NWFP and a
Federal Minister. He is an experienced politician and one of the prominent leaders
of the PML-N.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-4102122
Tele (Res): 0992-382323
Mobile: 0300-8548638, 0300-5006061
Fax: 051-2876405
Email: sardarmahtab@hotmail.com
Address: Pines Cliff Mirpur Abbotabad

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq
(MMA - NWFP)

Member

Senator Sami-ul-Haq completed education from Jamia Darul Uloom Haqqania Akora
Khattak, and received a degree in Tafseer from spiritual leader Maulana Ahmad Ali
Lahori. He was awarded an honorary degree from Darululoom Deoband India and
Jamia Makka Muazzama, serving as Chancellor and Teacher of Hadith. Senator Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq is a central leader of MMA and runs Dar ul Uloom Haqqania, a religious
seminary at Akora Khattak, NWFP. He is also the Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Religious Affairs and Minorities Affairs, and has been serving in the Senate of
Pakistan since 1985. Senator Sami-ul-Haq is the Secretary General of the JUI-S, and
Senior Vice President of the Islamic Democratic Alliance. He is Founder and Secretary
General of the National Uniformity council (A common council of all religious political
parties). He is the also the founder of the monthly Jamia Haqqania Al-Haq, and has
authored several religio-political books in Urdu.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223957
Tele (Res): 051-9222829
Tele (Res): 0923-630340
Mobile: 0333-5196486
Fax: 0923-630922
Email: haqqania@nsr.pol.com.pk, haqqania@hotmail.com
Address: Jamia Darul Uloom Haqania Akora Khatak, Distt. Nowshera, NWFP, Pakistan.
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Senator Babar Khan Ghori
(MQM - Sindh)
Member

Senator Babar Khan Ghori is currently the Minister for Ports and Shipping.. He has
served as Member of the Sindh Assembly from 1993-1996, and as Member National
Assembly from 1997-1999. He has visited the UK, USA, Holland, UAE, Saudi Arabia
and France. Senator Ghori is married with two sons and three daughters.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9210344, 9203244
Mobile: 0300-8420949
Fax: 021-4125466
Email: babarghauri@hotmail.com
Address: C-170, KDA Scheme, 1-A, Karachi, Pakistan

Senator Nisar A. Memon
(PML - Sindh)
Member

Senator Nisar A. Memon is the former Minister for Information and the former Chief
Executive of the IBM Pakistan. He is also Chairman of the Standing Committee on
Defence & Defence Production. He previously served as Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting twice (1993 and 2002); as President of the Overseas investors
chamber of Commerce & Industry Pakistan (1994); and as Chairman Board of
Directors, Engro Chemicals Limited, Pakistan (2001-2002). He is a Syndicate member
of Karachi University and President of The Reformers. Senator Memon has visited
Europe, USA, Canada, Middle East, Africa and Central Asia. He is married with two
daughters and enjoys reading and playing Golf.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223956
Tele (Res): 051-9223853
Mobile: 0300-8222836, 0300-8556632
Fax: 021-5840642
Email: namemon@attglobal.net
Address: 78, Khayaban-e-Sehar, DHA, Phase VI, Karachi
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Senator Sardar M. Latif Khan Khosa
(PPPP - Punjab)

Member

Senator Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa is one of the country's leading lawyers
who has actively defended constitutional and political cases of his party leadership.
He was President of the High Court Bar Association thrice (1981-82, 1987-88, 1995-
96), Member Pakistan Bar Council since 1995, Chairman Executive Committee P.B.C.
(1995-96), Chairman Appeal Committee Punjab-1 (1996-2000) and Member Tribunal
P.B.C. (1995-2000). He is a Life Member of the High Court Bars of Lahore, Multan
and Rawalpindi. He is also Life Member of the Supreme Court Bar Association, and
Chairman of Khosa Law Chambers. Senator Khosa has visited the USA, Canada,
France, UK, China, Ireland, Dubai and Saudi Arabia. He is married with four sons
and two daughters and enjoys cricket, debating and music.

Contact information:
Tele (Res): 042-7351695
Tele (Mob): 0300-8410477
Fax: 042-7351695
Email: slk@magic.net.pk
Address 1: Lahore: Khosa Law Chamber, No. 1 Turner Road
Address 2: Multan: 2522, Bhawalpur Road
Address 3: Rawalpindi: Flat No.3, 1st Floor, Satellite Plaza,

     Six Road Chowk, Satellite Town

Senator Tariq Azeem Khan
(PML - Punjab)

Member

State Minister for Labour, Manpower Overseas Pakistanis, Senator Tariq Azeem Khan
has had considerable experience in Management and Business while living in the UK.
He was the Minister for Press and Information at the Pakistan High Commission in
London. He is also Information Secretary of the PML-Q. Senator Khan is a regular
contributor to television and radio programmes and has authored several articles on
political affairs. He has been a member of various delegations to international
conferences on issues related to human rights and economic emigration.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9208187
Tele (Res): 051-2652100
Mobile: 0300-8552457
Fax: 051-4440168
Email: tak@apollo.net.pk
Address: 48-Nazimuddin Road F-8/4, Islamabad
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Senator Gulshan Saeed
(PML - Punjab)

Member

Senator Gulshan Saeed, Chairperson, Senate Standing Committee on Ports and
Shipping, is a long-standing political activist and she runs an NGO called Roshan
Pakistan. She was a member of the Punjab Social Welfare Board from 1998-2002.
She has visited the UK, Thailand, Saudi Arabia, France, Holland and USA.
Senator Gulshan Saeed is married with two sons and two daughters.

She is currently the Vice President of the Women's Wing of Pakistan Muslim League,
and member of its General Council. She has held assignments of Punjab Social Welfare
Board, Bait-ul-Mal Punjab and Chairman Zakat Committee Lahore.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9207477, 9223818
Tele (Res): 042-6664652, 042-6650482
Mobile: 0300-8420783
Address: 77, Bridge Colony, Lahore, Cantt.
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Profiles of the Committee Officials



Mr. Babar, the Secretary of the Committee, holds the position
of the Additional Secretary of Pakistan Senate, which he joined in
1991. With Masters degree in Economics and another in Development
Studies from the Hague, Mr. Babar has held senior positions during
his 25-year career in different departments of Government of Pakistan.
He has accompanied parliamentary delegations to a number of countries
and written extensively on the parliamentary procedures, committee
system and jurisdiction.

Contact Information
Tele (Off): 051-9209790
Tele (Res): 051-9266966
Mobile:0333-5107274
Email: iftikharullahbabar@hotmail.com
Address: Senate Secretariat, Parliament House, Islamabad.

Mr. Tayyab Siddiqui joined the Foreign Service of Pakistan in
1967 and  served as Ambassador of Pakistan to Zimbabwe (1986-
1990), with concurrent accreditation to Zambia, Botswana and Namibia;
to Indonesia (1992-1996), with concurrent accreditation to Papua New
Guinea; to Egypt (1997-1999); and to Switzerland (1999-2003), and
also to the Holy See and Liechtenstein.

In a 35 - year career as a diplomat, he also served in Pakistan
missions in Amman, Beirut, Colombo, Berlin (GDR), Athens, Dhaka
and Washington D.C. He was a member of Pakistan delegation to the
UNGA for four years (1977-1980).

Ambassador Siddiqui is currently a regular analyst on
international affairs with Radio Pakistan and PTV and other private
channels. He is a regular contributor to English dailies  - 'Dawn', 'The
Nation' and 'The Post' on current international issues. He also contributes
a regular column entitled “Harf-e-Haq” to the Urdu daily, ‘ Ausaf’. The
selection of his columns was published in March, 2005.

Contact Information
Mobile: 0300-5005358
Tele (Res): 051-2852286
E-mail: amb_tayyabsiddiqi@yahoo.com
Address: House 13, St. # 43, F-8/1, Islamabad.

Mr. Iftikhar Ullah Babar
Secretary Committee

Mr. Tayyab Siddiqui
Consultant

Ambassador (R)
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Foreign Relations Committee

FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMITTEE
Brief of the Reports published by the

REPORT NO. 1:
Deals with the visit of the members of British House Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, to Islamabad in May 2004.
The major issue was ìto discuss matters of mutual interest, particularly the global AAand regional scenario in the
aftermath of 9/11 incidentî.

The Report covers the proceedings of the meeting and explains the viewpoint of the two countries.

REPORT NO. 2:
Relates to the meeting held on May 28, 2004 on the subject of General Elections in India, its impact on Pakistan
and their regional implications. Recognized experts on South Asia were invited to present their assessment and
perspective; including former Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar and Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar.

REPORT NO. 3:
 Is a well-documented treatise on the post 9/11 issue of terrorism and “Enlightened Moderation” advocated by
President Musharraf.

The US point of view, both official and nonofficial, is also reflected in the articles and statements by renowned US
experts to provide a broader view of the problem, as also divergent perspectives from Pakistan.

REPORT NO. 4:
The report is a unique document as it contains the eye-witness account of the visit of Pakistani journalists, to Occupied
Indian Kashmir  the first ever by any Pakistani in last 57 years.

REPORT NO. 5:
It is an account of the visit of Foreign Relations Committee to Europe, in particular, Belgium, Germany and the UK.
The Report covers meetings with counterparts in these countries and interaction with the resident Pakistan community
in the continent.

REPORT NO. 6:
The Report entitled “ Pakistan and the OIC” records the developments of Organization of Islamic Conference since
its birth in 1969 and is a record of last 35 years of OIC ˇ

REPORT NO. 7:
“Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Balochistan” is the first authoritiative and detailed account of problems
facing Balochistan and the proposals to overcome them, as reflected in the recommendations of the Parliamentary
Committee on Balochistan estabished by Chaudhry Shujat Hussain, then Prime Minister of Pakistan.

REPORT NO. 8:
“Report on the state of relations between Pakistan and African countries based on informal dialogue of the Committee
members with African envoys based in Islamabad
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