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Executive Summary

The Foreign Relations Committee recognizing
the importance of regional consultations and
exchange of views on contemporary political
situation and current problems had, last year,
init iated a very useful and rewarding
programme of exchange of viewpoints with
counterparts abroad, and also with the
institutions that contribute to the formulation
of foreign policy of their countries. This tradition
continued and the first visit in the year 2006
was to Japan and South Korea from January
16 to 26, 2006.

VISIT TO JAPAN

In Japan the Committee met a wide variety of
scholars, representing a rainbow of institutions
and organizations that have a direct stake in
the foreign policy issues and are held in high
esteem for their analysis and contributions to
the foreign policy establishment of Japan
including think tanks.

Okazaki Institute – the only independent think
tank in Japan, was the first to be visited by
Foreign Relations Committee delegation. The
discussions with its President, Mr. Hisahiko
Okazaki and members were comprehensive
and revealing. He held the view that China is
the biggest problem and if there was any war
in this century, it would be between China and
the US. Japan and the US regard India as a
partner in this conflict.

Senator Mushahid disagreed with this thesis,
stating that China has not threatened any
country in the past. The biggest problem was
the nuclear programme of North Korea. He
felt that Okazaki’s views could put the world
into a confrontational mode. The real enemy
is terrorism which is faceless and stateless.

The Foreign Relations Committee delegation
also met members of Japan – Pakistan
Association, set up in March 1975. Its
President, Mr. Shun Imaizumi briefed the
visitors on the working of the Association and
the aid Japan had extended to the earthquake
victims. In response to the Foreign Relations
Committee’s suggestions for increased tourism
from Japan to Northern Areas, some useful
suggestions were given by the members of
Association to bring the facilities in these areas
at par with international standards to attract
tourists.

Former Ambassador Kobayashi, who also
served as Ambassador in Pakistan discussed
in detail the state of relations between India
and Pakistan and appreciated the peace
overtures and CBMs announced by Pakistan
to resolve the Kashmir issue.

The meeting with Senate Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Counselors
was particularly interesting. The delegation
was briefed on the structure and composition
of the Committees of Diet – The Japanese
Parliament. Its Chairman, Senator Yoichi
Matsuzoe appreciated Pakistan’s role in the
war against terrorism.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed gave a
detailed expose of Pakistan’s foreign policy
and need for still closer relations between
Japan and Pakistan. He also underlined that
issues like Kashmir and Palestine need to be
resolved as these are the root causes of
terrorism. Other members also participated in
the discussions and disabused the Japanese
participants of the notion that Pakistan had
offered any sanctuary to the terrorists of Al-
Qaeda. Senator Shimba of Opposition
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Democratic Party and Sakuri of LDP stressed
the need for closer relations between Japan
and Pakistan.

The delegation also paid a courtesy call on
Ms. Oogi Chikage, President of the House of
Counselors (Upper House) who appreciated
the Foreign Relations Committee visit and
hoped it wil l go a long way in further
strengthening relations between the two
countries. The leader of Pakistan delegation
said that peace and prosperity in Asia depends
on good relations between China and Japan.
Being the only Asian member of G-8, Japan
should be Asia’s voice in the forum and protect
Asian values.

Ms. Chikage felt that 21st century will be the
century of Asia. Japan & China and others are
collaborating in ASEAN. There is talk of a
common currency for ASEAN on the pattern
of EU. Japan has helped China in rebuilding
infrastructure for Olympics in 2009. She urged
for deepening of relations between Japan and
Pakistan.

The delegation also had an opportunity to visit
NHK – Japan Broadcasting Corporation. Later
they visited Panasonic headquarters. The
company sold $81 billion worth of its products
last year and has 334,752 employees on its
payroll.

Meeting with the Earthquake Inspection Team
of LPD was highly informative. Foreign
Relations Committee thanked Japan for
generous support for the earthquake victims,
which amounted to $ 200 million, half of it in
grants. The delegation was informed that Japan
will extend support to Pakistan in the
manufacture of artificial limbs, both in money
and expertise.

Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA)
established in 1959, is the leading think tank
and detai led exchange of views was
illuminating. Mr. Makio Miyagawa, Director
JIIA, welcomed the delegation. Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed gave a detailed
overview of Pakistan’s policies and perspective
on current regional situation and international
issues.

Miyagawa, in his comments dwelt on security
environment in East Asia and Japan’s threat
perceptions. The observations regarding role
of Madrassahs by Ambassador Suto were
countered and corrected by Maulana Sami-ul-
Haq in his comments. Ambassador Suto called
upon Muslims to adopt reform and democracy,
without which Muslim world will be a fertile
ground for terrorism. Senator Latif Khosa
briefed the hosts on Pakistan’s perceptions in
this regard.

Interesting debate ensued on non-proliferation
and Dr. A.Q. Khan’s past activities and
Japanese side expressed their apprehensions
in detail. Mr. Suto observed that Japan is
sensitive to links of some countries with North
Korea on the nuclear issue. It was categorically
explained to him that Pakistan was not
involved.

The delegation was hosted a lunch by Japan
– Pakistan Parliamentarians’ Friendship
League. The gesture was greatly appreciated
by the visitors. Chairman thanked the President
JPPFL and requested in the context of help
to earthquake victims for vocational training
centers in the affected areas and projects for
artificial limbs and wheel chairs for the disabled.
The President JPPFL, Mr. Mitsuo Horiuchi
was extended invitation to visit Pakistan.

Visit to Japan & South Korea
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The delegation also held a meeting with
Japan – Pakistan Business Cooperation
Committee (JPBCC) at the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry office. The Chairman,
Mr. Tsuji informed that JPBCC had donated
370 million Yen and that, at their initiative,
Prime Minister Koizumi had, during his
Pakistan visit, announced resumption of yen
loan as well as ODA to Pakistan.

Senatore Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanking
JPBCC for its help; briefed the members on
economic profile of Pakistan in the context of
geo-political scenario and the potential
cooperation in business and economic activity.
He also explained the privatization process in
which Japanese side showed great interest.

The visit to Earthquake Research Institute at
the Tokyo University was extremely informative
and useful. The ERI had sent a team to
Pakistan to asses the damage and to
investigate earthquake losses. Report on
damage investigations was submitted to CDA,
Islamabad, identifying the weaknesses and
proposing measures in future.

Meeting with Mr. Shiozaki, Senior Vice Foreign
Minister provided an opportunity to discuss in
detail the perspectives on regional situation
and bilateral relations, as he had participated
in the Donors Conference on November 19,
2005.

Shiozaki asked that Pakistan may use its good
offices with China to persuade it not to oppose
Japan’s candidacy for permanent seat of UN
Security Council.

The delegation also had opportunity to visit
Kyoto and Hiroshima by bullet train which in

itself was an exciting event; as also meeting
with Sunao Tsubi – the sole survivor of nuclear
attack 60 years ago, who was engaged in a
useful and illuminating discussion on various
aspects of the nuclear holocaust.

 The delegation after a 7 days visit proceeded
to Seoul; the last leg of the tour and spent 3
days (January 23 – 26, 2006) in South Korea.

VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA

The delegation visited South Korea from
January 23 to 26, 2006; and the programme
included meetings with officials responsible
for foreign affairs as well as visit to Business
Houses as in Japan.

The meeting with Bau-ki-Moon, the Foreign
Minister covered wide ranging subjects. He
remarked that Pakistan’s composite dialogue
with India was in line with South Korean
dialogue policy with North Korea. The
Chairman explained to his interlocution that
Pakistan wants Korean peninsula free of
nuclear weapons. But North Korea should not
be coerced. Instead, dialogue and diplomacy
should be resorted to. Senator S.M. Zafar and
Mehtab Abbasi raised some significant issues
relating to the region. Foreign Minister informed
that relations with China are improving and
last year the bilateral trade exceeded $ 100
billion and there are 40,000 Koreans working
in China. He also disclosed that Korea may
soon announce his candidacy for Secretary
General of the UN to replace Kofi Annan.

The Foreign Relations Committee members
also had an opportunity to exchange views on
political issues with the office bearers and
researchers of the Korean Institute of Defence
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Analysis – a government funded, public
research institute founded in 1979 and
undertaking almost 100 projects every year.
It also has a publishing programme and its
publications are highly regarded for their
insightful analysis.

President of KIDA, Lt.Gen. (R) Choong-Bae
Kim and other researchers engaged delegation
in discussion on a variety of issues. Senator
Mushahid gave a deta i led h is tor ica l
background of Pakistan’s quest for security
with reference to the nuclear programme and
questioned the double standards on the issue.
He urged South Korea to have a principled
approach on proliferation and apply it across
the board.

The delegation also met the Speaker of the
National Assembly at the Parliament. Speaker
Kim Won Ki expressed satisfaction at the
bilateral relations and asked for Pakistan’s
support for ROK candidacy for Presidency of
UN General Assembly for the year 2007-08.

Senator Mushahid Hussain assured of
Pakistan’s support. Some interesting questions
regarding constitutional provisions on the term
of the presidency, quorum in the meetings of
parliament and role of army in Korean politics
were raised and responded to.

The delegation also called on Mr. Lim Chae-
Jung, Chairman of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Committee of the Korean Parliament. The two
sides agreed on exchange v is i ts  of
parliamentarians between the two to forge
closer relations.

Chairman Mushahid Hussain after detailed
briefing on Pakistan’s policies and role of the

National Assembly and Senate enquired of
his host about Korea’s views on Japan’s
military build up. The host explained that
currently there is struggle for power between
Japan and China and in that situation the US
and Korea cannot sit back. He observed that
China does not want any confrontation to
continue its economic development. China
wants stability while Japan is focused on Asia.
There may not be any conflict between them
in future but there is need for CBMs.

This  brief account of the visits to Japan and
Korea fully establishes the extremely as useful
and timely initiatives by Foreign Relations
Committee to reach out to their counterparts
in two major powers of Asia and to learn from
their experiences.

Besides the frank and forthright exchange of
views on international issues and regional
problems, the delegation also had the occasion
to brief Pakistan’s perspective and policies to
a large segment of inf luential NGOs,
researchers and parliamentarians having direct
impact on policy formulation.

The Foreign Relations Committee also, in
recognition of importance of economy and
investment in the current climate of focus on
economic development, visited some major
industrial and business houses and found
interaction extremely rewarding to facilitate
wider contacts with these conglomerates for
joint ventures and FDI from two major
economic giants of Asia.
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January 16-22, 2006

1. Meeting at Okazaki Institute

2. Meeting with Japan – Pakistan Association

3. Meeting with the Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee of

The House of Councilors

4. Courtesy call on Ms. Chikage Oogi, President of the

House of Councillors (Upper House)

5. Visit to NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation)

6. Visit to Panasonic

7. Meeting with the Ruling Parties Earthquake Inspection Team

8. Meeting at Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA)

9. Luncheon meeting with Japan-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship
League (JPPFL) at New Otani

10. Meeting with Japan Pakistan Business Cooperation Committee
(JPBCC)

11. Visit to Earthquake Research Institute at the University of Tokyo

Findings of the Reports on October 8, Earthquake:

Kashmir & northern belt of NWFP

Islamabad.

Margalla Towers, Islamabad.

12. Working Dinner with Senior Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Yasuhisa Shiozaki

13. Briefing by Japan Railways at Shinagawa Station Tokyo

14. Meeting with Mr. Tsuboi, Director of the Atomic Bomb Victims
Association

Story of bomb explosion at Hiroshima and its devastation.

Proceedings of the meeting.



17

Meeting at Okazaki Institute

Okazaki Institute is the only independent think
tank in Japan which conducts research on
foreign policy matters. All other institutes are
either subsidized by NGOs or big businesses.
Current ly the Inst i tute is headed by
Mr. Hisahiko Okazaki, a retired diplomat. The
Committee visited the institute on January 16,
2006 at 5.00 p.m. and was received by Mr.
Okazaki. After the welcoming remarks, Mr.
Okazaki presented his thesis on the regional
situation developing in Asia. He stated that
the biggest problem in the world today is China,
which has achieved tremendous economic
growth during the last decade. The United
States is mainly concerned about China and
both the countries have a serious confrontation
over Taiwan. If there is any war in the 21st

century it will be fought between China and
the United States. He asked how to maintain
a balance between United States – Japan on
the one hand and China on the other. He said
that United States and Japan are counting on
India as a partner. The combined strength of
US – Japan is greater than the strength of
China. He suggested that Pakistan should
remain neutral between US – Japan vs. China.
If Pakistan joins the US – Japan – India
Alliance, America would be very pleased. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, while
responding to the above, stated that he does
not share the assessment presented by
Mr. Okazaki. Pakistan has no threat from China
as it is a responsible country and has not

Tokyo, January 16, 2006 :  A Group Photo with Ambassador Okazaki at the Okazaki Research Institute.
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annexed any territory or country in the past.
In the last 25 years China has transformed
economically and 400 million people in that
country were lifted from poverty and now form
part of the burgeoning middle class. Two years
ago the entire leadership changed and gave
way to the younger generation of leadership.
China advocates ‘One China’ policy and claims
Taiwan as its territory, otherwise it has not
threatened any country in the past. The biggest
problem facing the world today is the nuclear
programme of North Korea. It was China which
tried to defuse that situation. It will, therefore,
be useful for Japan and the United States to
accommodate China into their group. In 1991

Huntington talked of clash between two
civilizations namely Islam and the West but
now it seems the clash is between China and
the West. He stated Pakistan cannot remain
neutral between any bloc involving China and
firmly stated that it will stand by China. He
further stated that presently one country with
military power is dominating the world which
is not a natural situation. He said that the
thesis presented by Mr. Okazaki is pushing
the world into a confrontationist mode as China
– Russia – Iran will team up against US –
Japan – India. He reminded that India is part
of the Shanghai Council, therefore it will be
difficult for it to join any alliance against China.

Tokyo, January 16, 2006 : Senator Mushahid Hussain presenting Reports of the Committee to Ambassador Hisahiko Okazaki, Head of Okazaki Research Institute
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Continuing further Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed stated that the world is focusing on our
region mainly because of huge oil reserves
found in that area. Sanctions against Iran will
raise oil prices which will negatively affect the
industrial sector of the West. If Iran is attacked
by the United States or Israel it will retaliate
and there will be disruptions in oil supply to
the wor ld  which wi l l  have negat ive
consequences for the developed countries in
particular and the world in general. 

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq inquired about
the contentious issues between China and
Japan which cannot be resolved despite their
common history and cultural. He asked if
Pakistan remains neutral between the two
blocs mentioned by Mr. Okazaki, what is the
guarantee that it will be protected from Indian
expansionism. He was of the view that the
leadership of Asia should side with Japan. The
United States which has declared a war on
Islam in the garb of terrorism wants to dilute
the leadership role of Japan in Asia. Senator
S.M. Zafar stated that there are two problems
with the thesis presented by Mr. Okazaki. He
stated that Japan will lose the high base if it
gets involved in that kind of situation. Moreover,
the thes is  w i l l  ha l t  the  process o f
rapprochement being initiated between Japan
and China. Senator Mahtab Ahmad Khan
stated that China has opened its doors to
Western and Japanese entrepreneurs which
shows that these countries are getting close
to China and have high stakes in that country.
On the other hand, China is making huge
investments in the West so how will the big
corporations afford the confrontation proposed

in the thesis propounded by Mr. Okazaki?
Senator Sardar Latif Khan Khosa asked
whether the world is reverting to hegemonic
designs. If so, it will disturb the world order.
He suggested that there should be peace and
cooperation all around and the world should
endeavour to work for economic development.
Senator Mrs. Gulshan Saeed stated that China
is a peaceful and responsible country and has
no aggressive designs against any country.
She suggested that we should maintain peace
and make this world a better place to live.

Prof. Okazaki stated that he is concerned
about the security of his country. His thesis
presents the worst case scenario. In the last
400 years Anglo Saxons have won all the wars
but Germany was beaten twice. He agreed
with the line of thinking put forward by the
Pakistan delegation and said that if Pakistan
wants to protect its independence the US –
Japan Alliance will be very reliable. Moreover,
Japan has absolute superiority over China in
military strength. Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed stated that the world is facing an enemy
which is faceless and stateless and the war
against terrorism is not winnable, which is
complicating the situation. Mr. Okazaki
responded that terrorism may destroy a few
buildings in Tokyo but our concern is the
security of Japan. Senator Mushahid further
stated that the Chinese say that there is
resurgence of Japan’s military and that Japan’s
Civil Nuclear Programme can be switched to
military purposes when required. Mr. Okazaki
responded that those Chinese who make this
statement are not serious, in fact it started
with Japanese leftists saying so.

Visit to Japan & South Korea



Meeting with Japan - Pakistan Association

The delegation of the Foreign Relations
Committee held a meeting with Japan-Pakistan
Association on  January 17, 2006. A brief
overview of the Association is as follows:

In August 1947, the Association was
established by business leaders in the
name of The Japan – Pakistan Economic
Association. In March 1975, it was
reorganized as The Japan – Pakistan
Association as a private sector entity under
the auspices of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. In April 1984, Mr. Shunji Uyeda,
the then Chairman of The Japan – Pakistan
Association was awarded Sitar-i-Pakistan
by the President of Pakistan. The
Association issues bimonthly publication
“Pakistan” containing news, information,
readings of Pakistan and bilateral relations
between Japan and Pakistan which are
distributed widely to members of the
association, government offices, related
authorities and institutions. The Association
holds symposiums and lecture meetings
by luminaries on Pakistan. The Association
collaborates with various Pakistani
organizations to promote understanding
and friendship between the people of Japan
and Pakistan. The organizations include
the Embassy of Pakistan, Pakistan
Association Japan, Pakistan Student
Association in Japan, Pakistan Japan
Cultural Association of Pakistan, Islamabad,
Monbukagakusho Alumni Association of
Pakistan and Pakistan – Japan Cultural
Association Sindh.The Association provides
information on Pakistan to its members
and people outside the Association in many
ways including newsletters, faxes and e-
mail communications.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING

At the outset Mr. Shun Imaizumi, President of
the Association welcomed the delegation.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked the
hosts for the prompt earthquake relief provided
by Japan, which now amounts to $ 200 million.
He said that Japan and Pakistan have a long
standing relationship and there is no negative
political connotation connected to Japanese
economic assistance. Pakistan is a key partner
in the campaign against terrorism. Japan being
a member of G-8 must understand that
terrorism is not linked to any group, sect or
religion. Long-standing issues like Kashmir
and Palestine that lie at the core of instability
need to be resolved and it is hoped that given
Japan’s position it will play a role in the
resolution of these disputes. Referring to
Pakistan’s nuclear programme he said that
Pakistan was forced to go nuclear after India
tested its nuclear capability in May 1998. India
went nuclear for achieving a high status in the
comity of nations while Pakistan followed suit
for its security and to preserve the balance of
military power in South Asia. Pakistan fully
understands the sufferings encountered by the
Japanese people due to nuclear attacks on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 and when
Japan talks of non proliferation it undoubtedly
speaks from a high moral ground.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
Pakistan supports the six-party talks on non
nuclearisation of Korean Peninsula. The Iranian
nuclear issue should be resolved through
dialogue and not through use of force. There
is no room for terrorism and extremism in Islam
and Pakistan hopes that Japan will play its
role for stability and peace in the world. Japan
is a role model for Asia and with coming up of
the Gwadar Port, Pakistan will become a

20
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gateway to Central Asia which is a good market
for Japanese products. The role of Japan will
be pivotal in the emergence of Asia. 

Mr. Shun Imaizumi, Chairman of the
Association stated that in the near future YKK
will establish a factory in Karachi for which
they require patent rights. The Association
runs a construction company near Pir Wadhai
in Rawalpindi and an NHK correspondent in
Islamabad is a member of our Association.
There are many Pakistani cooks working in
Japan. In the near future many businesses will
open departmental stores in the Sub-Continent.
Senator Mrs. Gulshan Saeed suggested that
trade between Pakistan and Japan should be

increased as presently the volume is too small.
There is tremendous scope for Japanese
investors to invest in Gwadar and Port Qasim.
The Chairman of the Association responded
that trade between the two countries is
increasing while the Japanese automobile
makers are very active in Pakistan and the
private sector will invest in countries where
they can earn high profits. Senator S.M. Zafar
asked the members of the Association to lobby
for increasing the number of stipends for
Pakistani students. In response to a question
by Senator Mushahid Hussain regarding
Japanese businessmen interest in bidding for
Pakistan Steel Mills, the hosts replied that they
were not aware that the Steel Mills is being

Tokyo, January 17, 2006 : A Group Photo of Committee Members with Japan-Pakistan Association.
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privatized. Senator Mahtab Ahmed Khan
enquired whether Japanese are interested in
Ghandhara culture and tourism in that area.
A member of the Association responded that
during the Ghandhara week we visited many
sites in Pakistan but road conditions in upper
NWFP were not satisfactory while toilet facilities
were almost non existent and the authorities
should provide toilet facilities for both men and
women all over northern Pakistan. There is
scope for tourism in Pakistan as there are
many sites of natural beauty. The Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) is
not represented in Japan while Indian Tourism
and Sri Lankan Tourism Agency have
established offices in Japan. Mr. Iftikhar
Hussain Shah, Cd’A, Pakistan Embassy
informed that a PTDC office will be established
soon for which an agreement has already been
signed. Senator Mahtab Ahmad Khan raised
the issue of smuggling of Buddhist artifacts
from Pakistan to Japan and sought the help
of the Japanese side on the matter.

Ambassador Kobayashi, member of the
assoc ia t ion ,  who remained Japan ’s
Ambassador to Pakistan, sought the
assessment of Committee Members regarding
the improvement of relations between Pakistan
and India. He stated that the process of
normalization of relations between India and
Pakistan started at the end of BJP rule while
in Pakistan this is being realized under the
military leadership. In the past Pakistan took
a hard posture with India but now the situation
is different and seems promising. Economically
this makes sense for both countries. He asked
what to expect in the future regarding Indo-
Pakistan relations. Senator Mushahid Hussain
responded that the turning point came with
nuclearisation of South Asia. The nuclear
device has given Pakistani nation a sense of
security. There has been interest and progress

of cooperation at people to people level. Many
CBMs are in place but the core problem of
Kashmir is yet to be resolved and it is felt that
India is gaining time on this issue. Pakistan
did not start the insurgency in Kashmir nor
can it stop it. Pakistan only supported the
insurgency. The Indian side has to be proactive
as concessions are being granted by the
Pakistani side unilaterally. Pakistan has gone
the extra mile and there is need for reciprocity
from the Indian side but there are no visible
signs of that. After the October 2005
earthquake, 5 points on the Line of Control in
Kashmir have been opened up but there is no
big break-through. The coalition partners in
the Indian government have problems and the
world is not taking interest in this issue.
Moreover, the United States cannot take more
than one problem at a time and presently it is
busy with fighting terrorism. Nonetheless,
situation between Pakistan and India has
improved substantially. Given the nature of
the problem, solution should not be forced or
imposed. The former Ambassador further
enquired about the assessment of the
Committee on political change. Senator
Mushahid Hussain responded that Nixon was
a strong opponent of communism but he talked
to China and established US relations with
that country. BJP comes from the core of Hindu
Society and they inspired confidence in the
people and the establishment but the current
leadership comprising of Christians, Sikhs and
Muslims cannot do what BJP did. Similarly in
Pakistan civilian governments cannot do what
the military government has initiated. India
cannot rise until Kashmir issue is  resolved.
Its quest for United Nations Security Council
seat was aborted because of that. He asked
the Japanese side to help in resolving the
Kashmir issue. Senator S.M. Zafar stated that
if India moves to demilitarize Kashmir, things
can improve.
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Meeting with the Foreign Affairs and Defence
Committee of the House of Councilors

The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
had a meeting with the Foreign Affairs and
Defence Committee of the House of Councilors
on January 17, 2006, at the Parliament Building
in Tokyo. Some important information about
the Committee system in Japanese Parliament
is given below:

In the Japanese Diet (Parliament) each
House has two kinds of Committees:
Standing Commit tees and Special
Committees. In addition to these two, the
House of Councilors has Research
Committees.  The House of Councilors has
the following 17 Standing Committees:
(1) Cabinet; (2) General Affairs; (3) Judicial
Affairs; (4) Foreign Affairs and Defence;
(5) Financial Affairs; (6) Education, Culture
and Science; (7) Health, Welfare and
Labour; (8) Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries; (9) Economy and Industry;
(14) Audit; (15) Oversight of Administration;
(16) Rules and Administration; and
(17) Discipline.

Every Member must serve on at least one
Standing Committee. Special Committees are
established for each Diet session by vote of
each House when the House regards it as
necessary. Research Committees are unique
to the House of Councilors and are established
at the plenary sitting of the extraordinary
session convoked after the regular election
for the Members of the House of Councilors.
Research Committees carry out long-term
comprehensive studies relating to fundamental
matters of state administration; however, they
are not empowered to examine bills. At
present, the House of Councilors has three
Research Committees: (1) International Affairs,

(2) Economy, Industry and employment, and
(3) Aged Society with declining birth rate.

Membership of Standing Committee, Special
Committees, and Research Committees is
allocated to the various political parties and
groups in proportion to the number of seats
they hold in the House. The appointment of
Members of Committee is performed by the
President based on recommendations from
the political parties and groups.

No business is transacted by a Committee
unless at least one-half of its members are
present, and all matters are decided by a
Majority Vote of those present. No person
other than news reporters and those authorized
by the Committee Chairman, are permitted to
observe a Committee meeting.

 Committees conduct detailed examinations
of the budget, treaties, bills and petitions,
based on expert knowledge in preparation for
the plenary sittings. They also conduct
investigations into those aspects of government
which come under their respective spheres of
work. The Committee on Fundamental National
Policies is unique that it meets jointly with the
House of Representatives’ Committee of the
same name, and functions as a venue for
debate between the Prime Minister and
Opposition Party Leaders.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING

The delegation was received by Senator Yoichi
Matsuzoe, Chairman of the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence
and Leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of
Japan. The House of Councilors Committee
expressed heartfelt condolences for the victims
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of October 2005 earthquake that hit the
northern part of Pakistan. Mr. Asamo stated
that Japan is making efforts to mobilize
government and private resources for
reconstruction activities in that area. Pakistan
is playing an important role in the war against
terrorism. In April 2005 the Japanese Prime
Minister visited Pakistan and it was agreed
between the two countries to improve relations
further.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked
the Members of the Japanese Committee for
receiving the Members of the Senate
Committee in Tokyo. He expressed heartfelt
thanks for the generous help extended by

Japan to Pakistan in the hour of need and the
relief goods have mitigated the sufferings of
the victims of earthquake. He stated that
Pakistan and Japan have a long and friction
free relations and the aid provided to Pakistan
has no political strings attached to it. He
reminded the Japanese hosts that Pakistan
and Japan are both Asian countries and their
destiny is associated to one another.
Highlighting the areas of convergence between
Japan and Pakistan he said Pakistan is the
most convenient gateway to Central Asia,
Persian Gulf and the Middle East, which have
large oil and gas reserves so vital for ever
increasing Japanese energy requirements for
its development. Together, Pakistan and Japan

Tokyo, January 17, 2006 : A Group Photo of Committee Members with Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee of the House of Councilors.

24
Visit to Japan & South Korea



can play a role in Asian resurgence. Secondly,
alluding to the modest face of Pakistan, he
said Pakistan is a partner of the international
community in the war against terrorism.
Pakistan feels that campaign against terror
should be de-linked from any religion, group
or sect as terrorism has no religion. In order
to stamp out the evil of terrorism it is important
that the causes of terror are eliminated. In
particular the issue of Kashmir and Palestine
should be resolved as injustices in those areas
have given rise to terrorism. Thirdly, Japan
and Pakistan have common perception of
threat from nuclear weapons. Pakistan feels
that the issue of Korean Nuclear Programme
should be settled through dialogue and not
through force or coercion. Pakistan supports
the six-party talks on this issue. Similarly, on
the issue of Iran there should be no use of
force as that will be counter productive to the
stability of the region. He appreciated Japanese
oil supply activities in the Indian Ocean. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
Pakistan was forced to go nuclear after its
adversary India tested a nuclear device. India
went nuclear for higher status and had no
security problem. Pakistan went nuclear for
security reasons as it was contiguous to a
hostile country like India. The nuclearization
of the Sub-Continent has positive impact on
the region as there is no possibility of war
between the two countries possessing nuclear
devices. Pakistan appreciates Japan’s stand
on nuclear proliferation as it has suffered
nuclear holocaust and holds a high moral
ground on this matter.

Senator Asano stated that he visited Pakistan
in July 1997 in his capacity as Parliamentary
Secretary for Defence and had called on Mr.

Nawaz Sharif and General Jehangir Karamat.
During that visit they explained why Pakistan
chose the nuclear option and we understood
that position. Despite this, Japan requested
Pakistan and India not to go for arms race but
due to their respective reasons they went
nuclear.

Senator Asano believed that in the long run
both countries will solve the Kashmir issue
which will help halt arms race in South Asia.
He asked the Senate Committee to play a role
in this regard. Thereafter, he asked whether
the Committee Members from Pakistan have
any news about Zwahiri. 

Senator Latif Khan Khosa stated that Pakistan
condemned the attack on a sovereign country
in the North Waziristan area in Pakistan which
killed 17 civilians. Zwahiri was not present in
that area. Countries should not be attacked
on presumptions. Pakistan has denied many
times that Al-Qaeda operatives do not exist in
Pakistan still force was used. Senator Mahtab
Ahmad Khan stated that US action was based
on misinformation. There is great concern
within the United States regarding this. Civil
society and intelligentsia have also shown
concern about misinformation of intelligence
agencies. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq stated
that Japan can play a role in the United
Nations. Time has come to define terrorism in
International Law. The sovereignty of small
nations is being trampled by big powers in the
guise of hunt for Al-Qaeda. They have not
spared Philippines and Thailand. Japan is a
big force in Asia and the world as it has
resources and it should play that role.

Mr. Shimba from the Opposition Democratic
Party welcomed the Members from Pakistan.
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He appreciated the point of view of Senator
Mushahid Hussain. He stated that after 9/11
the world has changed significantly and it is
paying more attention to Islamic countries.
There are 1.3 billion Muslims, who are one
fifth of the world population residing mostly in
Asia. He said that the Islamic world is being
misunderstood and misinterpreted. The world
community ought to understand and respect
various religions and cultures. After 9/11 he
visited Islamabad to negotiate the release of
three Japanese journalists from Taliban
custody and at that time he had received the
hospitality of Government of Pakistan. He said
that despite being in opposition he would work
for cooperation in all fields between the two
countries. He said that the visiting members
will understand the Japanese culture when
they visit Kyoto and Nara.

Senator Sakuri of the LDP stated that Japan
lost in World War-II but now it has become a
super power not because it received aid from
abroad but due to sheer hard work. He hoped
that Japan and Pakistan will strengthen
relations through different levels of interactions
including this meeting. Mr. Haku of the

Opposition Democratic Party expressed
condolence for the earthquake victims and
reminded the Members that Japan is frequently
hit by earthquakes. We have to closely monitor
the proper use of money in the affected areas
as during his visit to Tsunami hit area in
Indonesia he found that one company had
falsely mentioned earthquake construction
while mentioning its experience.

Senator S.M. Zafar asked the hosts about the
future prospects of relations between China
and Japan. Mr. Asamo replied that presently
Japan and China do not have good relations
economically and politically. As neighbours
we have to improve these relations. The two
countries have to compete and cooperate and
not involve in nationalism. Japan is a
democratic country while China is not and we
can hope that China will one day become
democratic.

At the end of the meeting, Senator Mushahid
Hussain extended invitation to the Chairman
and Members of the Foreign Relations and
Defence Committee to visit Pakistan. 
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The delegation of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee called on Ms. Oogi Chikage,
President of the House of Councilors on
January 17, 2006 at her official residence in
Tokyo. She welcomed the delegation on its
visit to Japan and then offered condolence for
the October earthquake victims of Pakistan.
She reminded that her hometown of Kobe was
also hit by a sever earthquake 11 years ago.
Japan immediately posted $ 200 million to
Pakistan for the earthquake areas. All
Councilors also contributed to the earthquake
relief. She informed that she had visited
Pakistan 22 years ago to see the Afghan
Refugees camps. She praised President
Musharraf ’s  concept  of  “Enl ightened
Moderation”. Appreciating historical links with
Pakistan through the Silk Road, she urged to

revive the old linkage.

Briefing the delegation on the political set up
in Japan, Ms. Oogi stated that the House of
Councilors, which is the counterpart of Senate,
is elected for a six years term. The House of
Representatives, on the other hand, has a four
years term and can be dissolved earlier. In
the House of Councilors the President is from
the largest ruling party while the Deputy
President belongs to the largest opposition
party.

Ms. Oogi Chikage, President of the House of
Councilors said that Pakistan has an important
place in the world as it is situated at the cross
roads of Central Asia, Middle East and South
Asia. Relations between Pakistan and Japan

Tokyo, January 17, 2006 : Meeting with Ms. Chikage Oogi, President of the House of Councilors (Upper House) of Japan.

Courtesy Call on Ms. Chikage Oogi,
President of the House of Councilors (Upper House)
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are quite developed and both countries have
come a long way in time. Japan will help
Pakistan in all fields as the latter is an important
player in world politics. She asked the
Members of the delegation to work for
deepening of relations while the Japanese
side will also make full efforts in that direction.
She was of the view that the visit of the
Committee to Japan will go a long way in
further strengthening relations between the
two countries.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed stated that
Members of the delegation are very pleased
to meet an eminent lady heading the House
of Councilors who had, in the past, made her
mark in the field of performing arts. He

reminded that 17 years ago Pakistan had a
lady Prime Minister.

Senator Mushahid Hussain expressed
gratitude for the help extended by the
government and people of Japan for the
earthquake victims. He stated that women
were actively participating in the politics. Out
of 100 Senate members 18 are women.
Similarly, there are 72 female representatives
in the 243 members Lower House. 1/3
members of the local government are women.
Replying to the President’s query about
Pakistan’s expectations from Japan, Senator
Mushahid highlighted two areas. 

First; Japan is an Asian country and it should

Tokyo, January 17, 2006 : A Group Photo with Ms. Chikage Oogi, President of the House of Councilors (Upper House) of Japan.
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protect and project Asian values in the century
ahead. Pakistan shares Japan’s views for a
nuclear free Korean Peninsula and supports
the six-party talks to resolve that problem.
Peace and prosperity in Asia depends on good
relations between Japan and China and since
both these countries are our friends, Pakistan
wants relations between them to improve.
Secondly; Japan is a Member of G-8 countries
and the only Asian in that group. Pakistan
therefore, hopes that Japan will be Asia’s voice
in G-8 and it will protect Asian values. Pakistan
and Japan are partners in the war against
terrorism and we in Pakistan believe that this
war should be de-linked from any religion, sect
or group as terrorism has no religion. Pakistan
expects that Japan would help in removing the
root causes of terrorism and help in solving
the Kashmir and Palestinian issues. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain expressed sincere
thanks on behalf of the delegation and the
Government of Pakistan to the Government of
Japan and the Members of the House of
Councilors for the generous aid provided to
the earthquake victims in Pakistan. He
reminded the host that she is well aware of
the devastation of earthquake as she belongs
to Kobe which was hit by a severe earthquake
in 1995. He stated that relief and reconstruction
in the earthquake hit areas of Pakistan is a
herculean task as the terrain is difficult and
the number of casualties and those who lost
their limbs and homes, is very large. He
extended an invitation to the host on behalf of
the Chairman Senate of Pakistan to visit
Pakistan along with a delegation.

Ms. Oogi Chikage agreed with Senator
Mushahid Hussain on his remarks about
terrorism. She informed that last year she
attended the Speakers Conference in New
York where terrorism was discussed as it is a
serious issue these days. After September 11,
as the then Minister for Transport there was
discussion on how to tackle emergency in the
air, land and sea. So every government is
involved in tackling this problem. Responding
to points raised by the Pakistan side she stated
that 21st century will be the century of Asia.
Japan and China and others are collaborating
in ASEAN. There is talk of a common currency
for ASEAN on the pattern of EU. Korea and
Japan hosted the World Cup football. It was
the first experience of its kind between the two
countries. In 2008 Olympic Games will be
hosted by China while in 2010 industrial
exhibition will also be hosted by China. In both
these events Japan is helping China to build
infrastructure for these events. Until recently,
China was the largest ODA recipient from
Japan but now its economy is equal to that of
Japan and presently China is donor to 34
developing countries. It is spending 10 per
cent of its GDP on Defence. She asked all the
Members of the delegation to work for
deepening of relations between Pakistan and
Japan.

On behalf of the Chairman Senate, Senator
Mushahid Hussain extended verbal invitation
to Ms. Oogi to visit Pakistan. She accepted
the invitation.
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The Senate delegation visited NHK on  January
17, 2006, where it was received warmly by
the Di rector  o f  Japan Broadcast ing
Corporation. In his introductory remarks the
Director expressed sympathy for the
earthquake victims in Pakistan and stated that
Kobe had undergone a similar experience in
1995.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked
NHK for two things, namely, the earthquake
coverage and support and secondly, solidarity
through the media by launching in December
2005, a request for relief for the earthquake
victims in collaboration with Red Cross. He
also thanked the Japanese government for
deputing Japanese self defence forces to the
earthquake affected areas, who worked with
dedication in difficult condition to alleviate the
sufferings of the affected people. He also
offered condolences to the people of Japan
on the 11th anniversary of the Kobe disaster.

Senator Mushahid Hussain raised two points.
First; he said that in post 9/11 world, many
issues are coming up. Pakistan shares the

concern of Japan for Korean Peninsula to be
free from nuclear weapons. The campaign
against terrorism is mainly against one faith
as is being portrayed by the Western media.
He thanked the Japanese media for not giving
it a religious colour. Secondly, Pakistan and
Japan are close friends and both belong to
Asia. Japan attaches no political strings or
conditions to the aid that it provides to Pakistan.
He asked NHA to bridge at least one gap by
arranging Japanese language course for
Pakistanis in Islamabad. He termed the
Japanese language as language of modernity.
He also asked the NHK officials to inform their
Bureau Chief in Islamabad that we are a phone
call away for any interview that he may want
to seek. The Director responded that the NHK
Reporter in Islamabad imparted Japanese
language training to Pakistani Mil itary
Personnel. Thereafter, an interview with
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed was
recorded in the NHK studios. 

Visit to NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation)
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The members of the Foreign Relations
Committee visited the Headquarters of
Panasonic in Tokyo on January 18, 2006. The
delegation was welcomed by the senior
management and briefed on the history and
financial performance of the company. The
Director of the Company condoled with the
delegation on the loss of life and property
during the October 2005 earthquake in
Pakistan. After the briefing, the delegation was
taken around to demonstrate and explain the
future technologies and appliances being
developed by the R&D department of the
Company. The Members showed keen interest

in the technologies and gadgets of the future
and asked interesting and focused questions.
The salient features of the briefing were as
follows:

Matsushita Electric was founded in 1918, when
23-year old Konosuke Matsushita started a
small workshop with only two employees (his
wife and his brother-in-law) to make and market
an improved attachment plug, which he
designed. The year 2005 marks the 87
anniversary of the company. (Konosuke
Matsushita passed away on April 27, 1989 at
the age of 94).

Visit to Panasonic

Tokyo, January 18, 2006: Visit of Panasonic Centre, Tokyo.
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Tokyo, January 18, 2006 : Visit of Panasonic Centre, Tokyo.
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In 1932, Konosuke Matsushita came to
recognize the true mission of a business
enterprise and set forth the basic business
phi losophy in the form of  the basic
management object ive,  which reads:

Recognizing our responsibi l i t ies as
industrialists, we will devote ourselves to
the progress and development of society
and the well-being of people through our
business activities, thereby enhancing the
quality of l ife throughout the world.

The Matsushita group of companies is the
most comprehensive worldwide electric and

electronic product manufacturer whose
products range from electronic components
to consumer electronic products, home
appliances, factory automation equipment,
information and communications equipment,
and housing-related products.

The net sales of the Company during 2005
were $ 81,436 million. Income before taxes
for the same year was $ 2308 million with a
net income of $ 547 million. R&D expenditure
during the year 2005 was $ 5753 million. The
total number of employees in 2005 was
334,752.
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The Members of the delegation had a meeting
with the Japanese Parliamentarians who visited
Pakistan immediately after the October 2005
earthquake. The meeting was held on January
18, 2006 at the National Diet Building of Japan
in Tokyo.

Gen Nakatani of the Liberal Democratic Party
welcomed the Pakistani delegation and stated
that he was honoured to receive the Senators
from Pakistan. He informed that he had led a
delegation to Pakistan to deliver relief goods
to the people affected by the October 2005
earthquake.

Senator Mushahid Hussain thanked the
Government of Japan on the parliamentarians’
efforts in providing relief to the earthquake
victims. Not only did the parliamentarians
come personally but the government sent 6
helicopters and officers of the Self Defence
Force of Japan. He also thanked the Japanese
side for sending a high level delegation to the
November 19, 2005 Donors Conference in
Islamabad. He said that Japan was the first
country to send a delegation to Islamabad
after the earthquake. He said that all members
of his delegation are appreciative of Japan’s
role and thanked the Japanese side for their
generous suppor t .  He reminded the
participants that Japan has given $ 200 million
of which half is in the form of grants. The
artificial limb programme coming up with the
support of Japan is very important. He asked
the Japanese government to play a role in
ensuring that whatever was pledged to
Pakistan during the Donors’ Conference is
actually delivered. He said the reason for
saying this is that whatever was pledged to
the Tsunami victims was not delivered.
Secondly, thousands of people have become

disabled who require artificial limbs and wheel
chairs. Thirdly, Pakistan is interested to learn
f rom Japan which has exper t ise  in
manufacturing earthquake proof or safe
construction materials. Senator Mushahid
Hussain also thanked the Japanese military
for their support and provision of helicopters.
He said that he had traveled with the Japanese
personnel in their helicopters to Batagram.

Gen. Nakatani responded that Japanese are
afraid of three things in that order: (i)
Earthquake (ii) Fire and (iii) Father. He assured
the Pakistani side that Japan will deliver the
financial assistance of $ 200 million. $ 100
million loan has recently been signed while $
25 million were announced by the Japanese
Foreign Minister during his visit to Islamabad.
This entire amount will be delivered by end
March 2006. Japan will also assist in setting
up 6 units for the manufacture of artificial limbs
and will dispatch credible experts to assist in
the manufacture of earthquake materials. He
reminded the Pakistani side that two Japanese
were killed when the Margalla Towers in
Islamabad collapsed during the earthquake
and suggested that it is important to build
earthquake proof buildings and enforce a strict
building code. He asked whether the authorities
concerned have carried out any assessment
of the reasons of collapse of the Towers. He
further asked as to what financial and other
support was provided to the earthquake victims
by the Government of Pakistan. He informed
that the Japanese Diet has consulted an
architect who is collecting data to manufacture
cheap and earthquake proof buildings. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain responded that
the Margalla Towers collapsed due to violation
of the building code and corruption at the time

Meeting with Ruling Parties Earthquake Inspection Team
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of issuing completion certificate. The victims
of earthquake who lost their houses were
provided $ 300 for each house and corrugated
sheets to protect them from the severe winter.
However relief is being provided through
helicopters as the terrain is difficult and roads
are damaged.

Mr. Noritoshi Ishida stated that Japan will
support Pakistan in the manufacture of artificial
limbs. Mr. Watanabe stated that Japan has
excellent construction technology and will help
Pakistan in manufacture of the same. He said
that we were told that during the winter season
helicopters will not be able to fly in the
earthquake hit areas and enquired about the
situation there.

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that the
situation is better now.  Initially the AJK

Government had lost their offices and
personnel so it was difficult to streamline the
relief efforts. Pakistan has also initiated a
human approach to the problem and has
opened five points on the Line of Control in
Kashmir so that people of both sides can help
each other. Mr. Koichi informed that he had
worked for JICA in the past and felt that Japan
can help with money and expertise. He said
that Japan has been supporting people in
South East Asia during such devastation.
Japan has developed a cost effective
construction technology which can be
transferred to Pakistan. He stated that he also
visited the Tsunami area and a lot has yet to
be done. He suggested that Japan should take
long term perspective of the issue. 

At the end of the meeting Senator Mushahid
invited the MPs to visit Pakistan.
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The Senate delegation visited Japan Institute
of Internation Affairs (JIIA) on January 19,
2006. The Director of JIIA welcomed the
delegation to the Institute and requested the
Pakistan side to lay the direction of the
discussion for the meeting. A brief introduction
of the Institute is given below:

Modeled on the US Council on Foreign
Relations and the UK’s Chatham House
(The Royal Institute of International Affairs),
the Japan Institute of International Affairs
was established in 1959 at the urging of
former Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida and
with the consensus of knowledgeable
persons from every field of endeavour in
Japan.

Since then JIIA has greatly expanded the
scope of its activities. During the Cold War
special emphasis was placed on research
related to the Soviet Union and China but
JIIA has recently begun to focus its efforts
on the Asia-Pacific region, the US, Europe,
the Middle East, Africa, and global issues.
JIIA is also engaged actively, as Japan’s
most representative think tank, in those
exchange activities constituting “Track-II
diplomacy” with think tanks in other countries.

Japan shoulders considerable responsibility
in building a more peaceful and prosperous
world. To that end JIIA has been given the
important assignments of improving Japan’s
ability to make its views known to other
countries and of helping improve Japan’s
diplomatic ski l ls through intel lectual
exchange with other countries via its
research and educational activities.

JIIA has been assigned the coordinating and
secretarial role for JANCPEC (Japan

National Committee for Pacific Economic
Cooperation). JIIA has also been assigned
the coordinating and secretarial role for the
CSCAP-Japan committee. CSCAP (Council
for Security Cooperation in the Asia Pacific)
was established in June 1994 as an
international non-governmental organization
which provides a framework for dialogue on
security issues in the Asia-Pacific region.
CSCAP activities are often referred to as
“Track- II Diplomacy”. CSCAP-Japan,
together with CSCAP-Canada, co-chairs the
CSCAP Working Group on Securi ty
Cooperation in the North Pacific. JIIA has
also assumed the coordinat ing and
secretarial role in Japan for NEACD
(Northeast Asia Cooperation Dialogue),
which is another Track-II forum for security
dialogue in Northeast Asia).     

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING

Mr. Makio Miyagawa, Director JIIA welcomed
the delegation and sought their views.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed stated that
after 1979 the region in which Pakistan is
located became pivotal in world politics. Three
Gulf Wars of 1981, 1991 and 2003 were fought.
Three Afghan wars were fought on the Afghan
soil. There was revolution in Iran in 1979. The
Soviet Union collapsed and many countries
including six new Muslim States emerged on
the world map. The US forces landed in the
region. Now this region including Pakistan is
the centre of gravity in world politics. In short,
Pakistan has been in the eye of the storm. 

He focused his presentation on three issues,
namely, campaign against terrorism, nuclear
non proliferation and Pakistan-India relations.
He stated that Pakistan has achieved

Meeting at Japan Institute of
International Affairs (JIIA)
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tremendous success in arresting the activities
of Al-Qaeda. This time the enemy is not a
country or state but a unique enemy which is
faceless and nameless. The campaign is
developing a religious coloring and is being
targeted against Islam. This campaign should
be de linked from religion. War in Iraq is illegal
as it was not sanctioned by the United Nations.
The world cannot revert to the law of jungle
or to the notion of might is right.

Pakistan’s nuclear programme is in response
to the nuclear tests carried out by India. The
Indians got nuclear weapons for achieving
higher status in the world while Pakistan
developed nuclear weapons for its security.
Pakistan has principled approach on the issue
of NPT. The nuclear issue of Iran and Korea
should be settled through dialogue and not
through force and coercion. Referring to the
double standard adopted on attaining nuclear
technology he said that Israel is exempt from
pressures for attaining nuclear technology
while Iran and North Korea are subjected to
international pressure for doing the same. Kim
IL Jung is committed to the six-party talks on
making Korean Peninsula nuclear free area
while Mr. Ali Larijani is ready for talks on the

Iran nuclear issue.

On Pakistan-India relations he said both sides
are willing to reach out.  President Musharraf
has said that Pakistan will go the extra mile.
Five points on the Line of Control in Kashmir
have been opened for movement across the
LoC. After 40 years India and Pakistan would
soon establ ish a rai l  l ink across the
international border in Sindh. However, there
is little substantive progress on the core issue
of Jammu and Kashmir. India should now
respond to the out of the box solutions.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed further
stated that we look at Japan as an important
and friendly country and see it playing a role
for Asia’s resurgence in the 21st century. Asian
order is based on respect for sovereignty of
all states.

Mr. Makio Miyagawa stated that there have
been drast ic changes in the securi ty
environment in the East Asian Continent. We
h a v e  o b s e r v e d  w i t h  c o n c e r n  t h e
confrontationist posture within the Shanghai
Cooperation Council. He said that terrorism is

Tokyo, January 19, 2006 : Meeting with Japan Institute of International Affairs.
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different for different countries. For China it is
linked to Xingjian Region and for the U.S. it is
the Islamists who are terrorists. Japan is
satisfied to see the positive developments
taking place on the India- Pakistan front and
the initiation of bus and rail service between
the two countries. He emphasized that the two
countries should resolve their problems
between themselves.

Mr. Suto, former Ambassador of Japan to
Saudi Arabia and NPT and Disarmament
expert expressed concern about the role of
Madrassahs which according to him have
turned into breeding ground for fundamentalism
and radicalism.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq responded that
people involved in attacks on 9/11 were not
trained in any Madrassah and the thesis of
clash of civilization was propounded by an
American Professor. He stated that presently
the entire world seems to be in the grip of one
super power which has emerged as a lone
super power after the collapse of Soviet Union
was targeting the entire Muslim world. The
U.S. realizes that it is the Muslims who brought
down the Red Army. If any body resists US
designs they are labeled as extremists. The
US has gained sympathy through propaganda.
The doors of my seminary are open to the
media and a team from Japan visited to see
the curriculum being followed in my seminary.
Madrassahs are social welfare organizations
or NGOs teaching peace and harmony in
Pakistan. These are model of free education
providers. Islam lays stress on education and
ranks it before human rights. During the time
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) any prisoner
who tutored ten prisoners was set free. He
invited the hosts to visit his Madrassah and
not be misled by any propaganda. Those who

were involved in terrorism were highly educated
people. Senator Mushahid informed the hosts
that Madrassahs in Pakistan are being
registered and their curricula being changed.
The growth of Madrassah was basically the
result of failure of our educational system. 

Mr. Suto stated that the problem has arisen
due to advocacy of radical ideas linked to
Islam by some Muslim leaders. He was of the
view that the majority was moderate but less
influential while the minority was popular and
exploiting the situation. He suggested that OIC
should be made an active organization.
Senator Mushahid Hussain responded that
while drafting the new charter for the OIC this
aspect has been taken care of. In his view
there is a gap between the ruled and the ruling
which needs to be bridged. There has to be
reform and democracy should be ensured
otherwise the Muslim world would be a fertile
ground for extremism.

Senator Latif Khan Khosa stated that
extremism in the Muslim world is a response
to what is happening to Muslims in Palestine.
Misery is being perpetuated and there are no
signs of any solutions. The Muslim world has
been very patient for whatever reasons and
so has OIC. Unless the causes of injustice are
rooted out, there can be no let up in the existing
situation.

Mr. Tomoda asked whether the Senate
delegation is in favour of Japan becoming a
nuclear power. Senator Mushahid Hussain
responded that if every other country has
nuclear weapons the chances of going to war
will be minimized and there will be stability in
the world. He was of the view that Pakistan –
India will not go to war as both have nuclear
weapons and there is stability in the region.
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India is being rewarded for its nuclearization
as United States has signed a nuclear
cooperation agreement with that country.
Politics has over powered the principles of
non proliferation. He reminded the hosts that
Pakistan went nuclear following India while
Iran is acquiring nuclear power because Israel
possesses it.

Mr. Hirose sought the views of Senators on
non proliferation. Senator Mushahid Hussain
responded that Pakistani bomb is India specific
and if India stops its nuclear programme
Pakistan will stop its programme too. Pakistan’s
policy is South Asia specific. Referring to the
double standards regarding nuclear non
proliferation he said, the United States removed
ban on mini nuclear missiles while the U.S.
Senate opposed the NPT. Britain is also
manufacturing mini nukes. Senator Mushahid
asked that if Japan took a decision to have a
nuclear bomb how much time will it take to
convert the civilian programme into a military
bomb. Mr. Tomoda responded that it can be
done soon as we have the required capacity
but the Japanese people are against it.
Mr. Suto stated that no Japanese leader would
take the decision to build a nuclear bomb. No
one has that political will because Japan was
the unique victim of the bomb. Moreover,
previously Japan was an aggressor so if it
made the bomb many Asian countries will
oppose it. He also observed that if Pakistan
takes initiative to sign CTBT first, India may
follow suite.

Senator S.M. Zafar agreed with Mr. Sato but
for academic discussion stated that having
technology may prompt the requisite political
will while the generation, which lived at the
time of Hiroshima catastrophe, is fading away.
Moreover, public opinion is a dynamic
phenomenon.

Mr. Suto further stated that black marketing
of nuclear technology by Dr. A.Q. Khan has
damaged Pakistan’s image. Senator Mushahid
Hussain responded that CTBT was knocked
down by the United States and not India and
Pakistan as in 1998 both countries had assured
to abide by CTBT. Pakistan has made several
proposals on CTBT and NPT but there has
been no response from India. When India went
nuclear on 11th and 13th May 1998, the G-8
Summit of May 15, 1998 in Birmingham did
not punish India nor did it reward Pakistan.
He suggested that  CTBT should be
implemented multi-laterally and in the case of
India and Pakistan bilaterally. In fact India and
Pakistan are respecting CTBT.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
accusation about Dr. Khan’s network is seen
as a selective approach in Pakistan. Israel got
the bomb with the support of France because
Israel sided with France in the Suez Canal
issue. Pakistan developed the bomb through
beg, borrow and steal. He asked why sellers
of nuclear technology are not punished. The
media does not mention the suppliers. The
CIA, MI-6 and Mossad are in the knowledge
of the suppliers. Pakistan was dismembered
in 1971 and no one came to its rescue. We
are now handling security on our own. India,
Pakistan and China defied the system and
went nuclear. We have given all information
about Dr. Khan to our friends. Mr. Suto stated
that Japan is sensitive to links of some
countries with Korea on the nuclear issue.
Senator Mushahid Hussain responded that
Pakistan is not involved.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks
to both sides.
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On January 19, 2006, the Japan-Pakistan
Parliamentary League hosted a lunch in honour
of the visiting Pakistan Senate delegation at
New Otani Hotel, Tokyo.

MP Mitsuo Horiuchi, President, Japan-Pakistan
Parliamentarians Friendship League, after
welcoming the guest, expressed condolence
at the loss of life caused by the earthquake.
He expressed satisfaction at the bilateral
relations and exchange of high level visits
between the two countries. He recalled his

visit to Pakistan. He also mentioned about his
meetings with the Prime Minister, the Foreign
Minister and the Speaker of the National
Assembly during their visit to Japan in 2005.
He pledged to continue his endeavours to
promote bilateral relations between the two
countries.

Senator Mushahid expressed gratitude for
hosting luncheon meeting and their steadfast
solidarity with Pakistan, particularly after the
devastating earthquake. He stated that Japan

Tokyo, January 19, 2006 : A Group Photo of the members of Senate Foreign Relations Committee and Japan-Pakistan Parliamentarians Friendship League (JPPFL).

Luncheon Meeting with Japan-Pakistan
Parliamentary Friendship League (JPPFL)
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was playing central and pivotal role in Asia.
He particularly praised Mr. Tsutomu Hata for
his efforts in collecting funds for the victims of
the earthquake.

He stated that the main aim of the Senatorial
visit was to enhance the existing relations
between the two friendly countries at the
Parliamentarian level. Being Asian countries,
interests of both nations were the same. He
stressed for the need to devolve “dynamic
Asia”. He appreciated JPPFL’s efforts in
promoting relations between Pakistan and
Japan. While praising Japanese financial
assistance for the earthquake he reiterated

that Pakistan does not require financial
assistance but the main focus was on projects,
especially artificial limbs and wheel chairs for
the disabled women and children. He
requested for building vocational training
centers in the affected areas in order to bring
the affectees back to normal life. He also called
for  t ransfer  of  “earthquake resistant
technology”. Mr. Horiuchi assured that Japan
would  share  i ts  know-how and the
Parliamentarians have decided to support
disable persons.

Senator Mushahid invited Mr. Horiuchi and
Ms. Sasaki to visit Pakistan.
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On January 19, 2006, the delegation of the
Senate had a meeting with Japan – Pakistan
Business Cooperation Committee (JPBCC) at
the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(JCCI). Mr. Tohru Tsuji, Chairman, Japan-
Pakistan Business Cooperation Committee,
began by expressing condolences at the
enormous loss of life caused by earthquake in
Pakistan and prayed for the early recovery. He
mentioned that the JPBCC donated 370 million
yen. He recalled his meetings with President
Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. He
expressed his resolve to boost business between
Japan and Pakistan. He stated that prior to PM
Koizumi’s visit to Pakistan the JPBCC had
submitted the following requests to Government
of Japan:

i) Earlier resumption of Japanese Yen Loans;

ii) ODA for infrastructure;

iii) Revision of taxation regime to encourage
automobile manufacturing industry.

He expressed satisfaction that PM Koizumi,
during his visit, announced resumption of Yen
loan as well as ODA. He also recalled his meeting
with Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz in August 2005
during which they agreed to promote business
cooperation between Japan and Pakistan.  

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked
JPBCC and appreciated their efforts for
promoting business relations. His briefing was
focused on three broad areas:

(i) Economic profile of Pakistan;

(ii) Area of potential cooperation in business
and economic activity; and

(iii) A brief overview of the geo political
scenario.

He stated that Pakistan’s economy is on the
upswing despite the October 2005 earthquake.
The GDP growth last year was 8.4 per cent while
the current year will end at 7 per cent growth of
the economy. Agricultural productivity has
increased. Manufacturing sector has achieved
growth rate of 12.1 per cent against the target
of 10 per cent. Exports this year will cross the
$ 14 billion mark and foreign direct investment
has increased by 60 per cent. Foreign exchange
reserves are in the vicinity of $ 14 billion.
Construction industry has got a boost from the
earthquake and against a sharp down turn of
6.9 per cent it witnessed a record up turn of 6.2
per cent. Pakistan is following a liberal investment
policy where red tape has been significantly
reduced as no approval is required for setting
up industry with the exception of arms and
explosives, etc. There is no difference between
foreign and local investors.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
there is great potential for Japan – Pakistan
business cooperation. The economy is being
opened to the private sector through privatization.
From March 29 to April 02, 2006, an Expo is
being organized in Pakistan and advised that
Japanese businessmen should attend the same
as it will provide good opportunity of cooperation.
He suggested three other areas where Pakistan
– Japan cooperation can take place are. (i) out
sourcing (ii) joint venture between Pakistan –
Japan in processing and preserving of fruit as
presently 30 to 35 per cent fresh fruit in Pakistan
go waste. Pakistani fruit is cheaper and can be
exported to Japan and (iii) holy sites of different
faith including Buddha sites have potentials for
attracting tourists, which can be developed.

Regarding the geo political scenario he stated
that Pakistan is situated at the confluence of

Meeting with Japan Pakistan Business
Cooperation Committee (JPBCC)
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three regions namely Central Asia, Middle East
and South Asia. Three regional organizations
namely ECO, Shanghai Cooperation Council
and SAARC are bringing different nations
together. ECO has a membership of ten countries
including Pakistan with headquarters at Tehran.
In SAARC seven South Asian states are working
together with China and Japan as observers. In
the Shanghai Cooperation Council, Pakistan,
India and Iran participate as observers. He was
of the view that in another ten years period a
person could travel from Bangladesh to Central
Asia as there is potential in the vibrant population
to transform the economies and lives of these
countries. Communication would drive the
process of trade and commerce.

Mr. Kiyoshi Yamada asked as to what areas of
the economy are being privatized and when will
the construction of Pakistan – Iran pipeline
commence. Senator Mushahid Hussain
responded that Iran – Pakistan and India have
agreed in principle to have the pipeline as it is

in the national and economic interest of the three
countries. The construction work would be
launched in the spring of 2007. The privatization
process was started in 1990 and so far 146
units/entities have been privatized and in some
cases shares of companies have been sold to
the general public through the stock market.
Recent ly Pakistan Telecommunicat ion
Corporation Limited (PTCL) and Karachi Electric
Supply Company (KESC) were privatized. Next
on the privatization agenda is the Pakistan Steel
Mills, Pakistan National Shipping Corporation
and the Electricity Utility Companies. 

Senator Sardar Latif Kahn Khosa pointed to the
big gap between imports – exports of Japan and
Pakistan which he suggested can be bridged
through increased import of fruit from Pakistan.

Senator Mushahid extended an invitation to Mr.
Tsuji to visit Pakistan.
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On January 19, 2006, the Members of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Senate of
Pakistan visited the Earthquake Research
Institute in Tokyo. The delegation was warmly
received by the Director of the Institute. He also
expressed sympathy for the people who lost
their lives, homes and limbs in the October
2005 earthquake in Pakistan. A brief history,
objectives and functions of the Institute are as
follows:-

One of the most important missions of the
Earthquake Research Institute (ERI) is to
promote advanced research on the solid earth
for better understanding of earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions to mitigate the relevant
disasters. The great Sumatra earthquake (M
9.0) and the Chuetsu earthquake (M 6.8) in
2004 remind the Institute of the mission.

To achieve the goal, the Institute has multi-
disciplinary and long-lasting observational data
on global, regional and local scales. These
observations require close cooperation of
researchers in and outside Japan. ERI, a shared
Institute of Japanese Universities, provides the
partners with opportunities to work together for
contributing to the development of earth
sciences. For example, ERI is promoting the
national research programmes for earthquake
prediction and for volcanic eruption as a core
institute, collaborating with researchers all over
the country. In addition, two more seats for
foreign visiting researchers become available
from April 2005, which will surely stimulate
international research cooperation. 

Faculty members of ERI are deeply involved
in the education of graduate students at the
University of Tokyo. Graduate students at ERI
enjoy advanced field and laboratory works with

their supervisors, feeling a “breath” of the Earth.
The Institute continues to promote education
characterized by the above features in
collaboration with graduate schools of the
University of Tokyo.

ERI is well aware that its scientific and
engineering achievements should be made
open to the public. ERI will strengthen its
outreach effort through various activities
including open house and public lectures. 

Earthquake Research Institute was established
on November 13, 1925, as a part of Tokyo
Imperial University. The decade and a half since
the establishment of ERI was a period that
witnessed the rise of modern seismology in
Japan.

After World War-II ,  the Inst i tute was
reestablished as one of the research institutes
of the University of Tokyo. Following the nation
wide cooperative Earthquake Prediction
Programme started in 1965 and Volcanic
Eruption Prediction Programme in 1974, ERI
has been playing a core role in bearing the
heaviest responsibility for their implementation
as well as serving as the central institute for
fundamental geophysical researches in Japan.

In the last few decades, various cooperative
studies such as seismic observations in several
inland areas, seismic and geophysical
observations in the ocean, application of Global
Positioning System (GPS), seismic observations
by a network covering the whole of the western
Pacific under the Poseidon Plan, and
experiments on volcanic structure and magma
supply system, have planned and conducted
as joint researches of universities and institutes
in Japan. To further promote these projects,

Visit to Earthquake Research Institute
at the University of Tokyo
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ERI was re-organized in 1994 as a shared
institute of the universities. The re-organization
of ERI formed four divisions and four centers,
provided positions for visiting professors and
formulated a system of cooperative studies.

In April 1997, Ocean Hemisphere Research
Center was established to develop and operate
a global multidisciplinary network in the Pacific
hemisphere  cons i s t i ng  o f  se i sm ic ,
geoelectromagnetic and geodetic observations.

BRIEFING
The delegation was informed that immediately
after the October 2005 earthquake the Institute
sent an advance team to Pakistan to assess
the damage and to mitigate earthquake inflicted
losses. Another team sponsored by Japan
Society of Civi l  Engineers(JSCE) and
Architectural Institute of Japan(AIJ) also visited
Pakistan and presented a quick report of
damage investigation on buildings and houses
due to the earthquake to the Capital
Development Authority, Islamabad. The main
features of both the reports were explained to
the delegation including the topography of the
areas which witnessed the devastating
earthquake. The findings of both reports are
as under:

FINDINGS OF THE REPORTS ON
OCTOBER 8, 2005 EARTHQUAKE:
Walls of the structures are mostly made from
cement-sand blocks. Roofs are made from RC
slabs. Almost complete collapses of these
structures were often found on sloping grounds.
These houses were attached to each other.
When one house anywhere on the slope
collapsed, it triggered the collapse of the others
in domino-like manner and the result was the
collapse of entire houses. Half-detached or

completely detached houses also suffered
cracking, but there were some which narrowly
escaped from complete collapse. Hills and
terraces near the northern end of Balakot basin
are composed of either highly withered sand
rock or conglomerate of rounded to sub rounded
boulders, cobbles, gravel, sand, silt, clay and
other suspended matters that River Kunhar (or
glacier) has carried over centuries. They are
heterogeneous in nature. Foundations of
buildings on these terraces may have not been
properly designed.

A white landslide belt extends straight from
Muzaffarabad to Balakot. According to the
Geological Manual (Geological Survey of
Pakistan, 2004), this belt coincides with the
Paleocene rock layer appearing directly above
the Muzaffarabad fault. The rock is rich in
limestone and calcareous shale and they are
noticeably withered. A massive landslide
occurred over about 1 km distance along the
west mountainside rising northeast of
Muzaffarabad. Cone-shaped piles of white/grey
debris cover the mountainside. These cones
have roughly three different stripes of color
(white, light grey and grey from the top to the
toe) reflecting the effect of segregation. Since
that slope was inaccessible, the angle of repose
was estimated using a laser theodolite and
satellite imageries of the area. The angles
suggest possible distal ends of debris. The
studies recommend the following:- 

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. There is a need to study physical

engineering and features of soils and
rocks of mountains existing in the affected
areas for rational measures to stabilize
slopes.
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2. Where possible, two or more storey
structures should be constructed on piles.
Where not possible or difficult such as on
slopes, shallow foundations can be used
if they are properly designed to withstand/
resist differential settlement. Providing a
connecting beam on slightly below the
ground level can reduce the effect of the
differential settlement.

3. Frame structure buildings consisting of
RC columns, beams and slabs will be
more resistant. Alternatively, if affordable,
steel frame structures will definitely be
more resistant.

4. If possible, house on slopes should be
kept detached from each other.

This earthquake was yet another evidence of
the high seismic vulnerability of adobe and un-
reinforced masonry structures (Kucha houses).
Although it is possible to ban the use of stones
and clays as a construction material, and
although the number of these stone and clay
adobes is decreasing, many people with limited
resources will continue to live in Kucha houses.
Since people are familiar with gabions, there
may be useful application of gabions. 

ISLAMABAD
Islamabad is located about 100 km SSW of the
epicenter. The ground shaking there was
reportedly not so intense and most buildings
performed well in the city. Some buildings,
however, were seriously damaged and one
high-rise residential building totally collapsed.

MARGALA TOWERS, ISLAMABAD
The apartment house consisted of 5 buildings.
Expansion joints were provided between each

building. One building (No.4) completely fell
down, destroying a part of building No.5
Although other buildings survived the shaking,
URM walls had extensive cracks in the interface
between wall and boundary RC frame (beam
and column) as well as shear cracks in the wall.
It should be pointed out however, that these
towers were the only buildings that were
severely damaged in Islamabad.  The
arrangement of hoops of an RC column was
investigated with a rebar detector in the survived
building. They were provided at a space of 30
cm in the mid-span and of 15 cm in the ends.
Their hooks were found 90-degree from
exposed hoops although the structural drawing
specified 135-degree hooks.

Schmidt Hammer tests were made on RC
columns and the estimated strength was in the
range of 12 to 17 N/mm (R = 29 to 36). 

Since the collapsed tower was already
demolished when the team investigated it, it
was quite difficult to identify the cause of
collapse. It should be noted however, that the
concrete strength obtained from the survived
buildings was even lower than neighbouring
buildings (Al-Mustafa Towers and Park Towers)
which performed well during the event, as will
be described later. The towers were reportedly
situated on the reclaimed soil of a rainwater
rivulet locally called Nullah. It is still uncertain
at this moment whether or not this caused more
serious damage to the towers. It would,
therefore, be possible to find soil amplifications
through micro tremor measurements of surface
soil including the site and its vicinity as well as
soil profile investigations.
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On January 19, 2006, Mr. Yasuhis Shiozaki,
Senior Vice Miniser for Foreign Affairs of Japan
hosted a dinner in honour of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee delegation at
the Ministry’s Guest House in Tokyo.

Mr. Shiozaki began by welcoming the Senate
delegation to Japan. He hoped that the
relations between the two countries will flourish
in future with Senate playing pivotal role. He
stated that Japan stood shoulder to shoulder
with Pakistan on the fight against terrorism.
He expressed his determination to enhance
relations with Pakistan in all fields. 

Senator Mushahid responded by thanking the
Government and the people of Japan for their
valueable help after the earthquake. He
particularly thanked Mr. Shiozaki for his visit
to Pakistan on November 19, 2005, to

participate in the International Donor’s
Conference. He appreciated Japanese
government’s decision to setup a project for
the disabled persons. While expressing
satisfaction at the state of bilateral relations,
he stressed the need to developing it further.
He hoped that Japan would play a leading role
in the renaissance of Asia. He supported
Japanese stance on “nuclear free Korean
Peninsula”. He stated that the Government of
Pakistan wanted long term and sustainable
relations with Japan.

During the informal discussion Senator
Mushahid asked the Senior Vice Minister his
opinion about the revision of the Japanese
constitution, particularly Clause 9. Mr. Shiozaki
remarked that due to procedural intricacies
the process will take approximately the same
amount of time as was expected for the reforms

Working Dinner with Senior Vice Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Yasuhisa Shiozaki

Tokyo, January 19, 2006 : Working dinner with Mr. Yasuhisa Shiozaki, Senior Vice Foreign Minister of Japan.
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Tokyo, January 19, 2006 : Senator Mushahid Hussain presenting gift to Mr. Yasuhisa Shiozaki, Senior Vice Foreign Minister of Japan.
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of the Security Council. At that point, Senator
Mushahid, terming G-4 as the gang of 4,
advised him to rethink their approach as the
G-4 option was not viable. Mr. Shiozaki replied
that the Japanese Government was working
on various options and was in touch with the
US on the matter. He sought Pakistan’s help
in convincing China to stop its opposition
against Japanese induction into the Security

Council.

Senator Mushahid asked about the possibility
of developing a nuclear weapon in the wake
of North Korean threat. Mr. Shiozaki responded
by saying that the option was not in the national
interests of Japan. He remarked that there
wasn’t any possibility of such thing happening
even in the distant future. 
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Tokyo, January 19, 2006 : A Group Photo with Mr. Yasuhisa Shiozaki, Senior Vice Foreign Minister of Japan.
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Senator Sami-ul-Haq, replying to query on the
role of seminaries in promoting terrorism,
highlighted that the Islam was the religion of
peace and harmony. Unfortunately the Western
media has created hype for “Islamophobia”.
He invited Mr. Shiozaki to visit his Madrassah
and see it for himself.

At the end of the meeting Senator Mushahid
invited Mr. Shiozaki to visit Pakistan. Mr.
Shiozaki accepted the invitation and assured
that he will also go to Akora Khattak to visit
Senator Sami-ul-Haq’s Madrassah.  
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Briefing by Japan Railways at Shinagawa Station, Tokyo

The Senate delegation traveled from Tokyo
to Kyoto and Kyoto to Hiroshima on 22nd and
23rd January, 2006 respectively on the Bullet
Train, officially known as Shinkansen. At the
Tokyo Station (Shinagawa Station) the
delegation was received by the Head of the
Central Japan Railways who briefed the
members on the history and salient features
of the Bullet Train.

History:
Japan was the first country to build dedicated
railway lines for high speed travel. Due to the
largely mountainous nature of the country,
the pre-existing network consisted of 3ft
6 inch (1,067 mm) narrow gauge lines, which
generally took indirect routes and could not
be adapted to higher speeds. In consequence,
Japan had a greater need for new high speed
lines than countries where the existing
standard gauge or broad gauge rail system
had more upgrade potential. In contrast to the
older lines, Shinkansen lines are standard
gauge and use tunnels and viaducts to go
through and over obstacles, rather than around
them.

Construction of the first segment of the
Tokaido Shinkansen between Tokyo and
Osaka started in 1959. The line opened on
October 1, 1964, just in time for the Tokyo
Olympics. The line was an immediate success,
reaching the 100 million passenger mark in
less than three years on July 13, 1967 and
one bill ion passengers in 1976. Japan
celebrated 40 years of high speed rail in 2004,
with the Tokaido Shinkansen line alone having
carried 4.16 billion passengers.

The first Shinkansen trains ran at speeds of
up to 200 km/h (125 mph), later increased to

220 km/h (135 mph). Some of these trains,
with their classic bullet-nosed appearance,
are still in use for stopping services between
Hakata and Shin-Osaka Stations. A driving
car from one of the original trains is now in
the British National Railway Museum in York.
Many further models of train followed the first
type, generally each with its own distinctive
appearance. Shinkansen trains now run
regularly at speeds of up to 300 km/h (186
mph), putting them among the fastest trains
running in the world. Along with the French
TGV, Italian TAV, Spanish AVE, German ICE,
and South Korean KTX trains.

Originally intended to carry passengers and
freight trains by day and night, the Shinkansen
lines now carry only passenger trains. The
system shuts down between midnight and
06:00 every day to allow maintenance to take
place. The few overnight trains that still run
in Japan run on the old narrow gauge network
which the Shinkansen parallels.

Trains can be up to 16 cars long. With each
car measuring 25m (82 ft) in length, the longest
trains are 400 m (1/4 mile) from front to back.
Stations are similarly long to accommodate
these trains.

In 2003, JR Central reported that the
Shinkansen’s average arrival time was within
0.1 minutes or 6 seconds of the scheduled
time. This includes all natural and human
accidents and errors and is calculated from
all of about 160,000 trips Shinkansen made.
The previous record was from 1997 and was
0.3 minutes or 18 seconds.

Since 1970, development has been underway
for the Chuo Shinkansen, a maglev train by
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the RTRI of JR Central Railways. It is planned
to eventually run from Tokyo to Osaka. On
December 2, 2003, the 3 car maglev trainset
reached a world speed record of 581 km/h
(361mph). The first derailment of a Shinkansen
train in passenger service occurred during the
Chuetsu Earthquake on October 23, 2004.
Eight of ten cars of the Toki No. 325 train on
the Joetsu Shinkansen derailed near Nagaoka
Station in Nagaoka, Niigata. However, there
were no injuries or deaths among the 154
passengers.

Safety:
There have been no passenger fatalities
associated with operation of the Shinkansen.
There have been many injuries and one fatality
due to doors closing on passengers or their
belongings, but attendants are on hand at
each platform to ensure that these are resolved
before operation begins. There have been
suicides by passengers jumping both from
and in front of moving trains. This has resulted
in some stations installing barriers preventing
passengers from accessing the tracks,
although an incident on January 9, 1999 in
Nagano Station showed that even these would
not stop determined suicides: a man climbed
over a safety barrier to be hit by a nonstop
service.

In the event of an earthquake, an earthquake
detection system can bring the train to a stop
very quickly. During the Chuetsu quake in
October 2004, a Toki service shinkansen on
the Joetsu line very close to the epicenter
was derailed by the earthquake, but no injuries
were reported. The next generation FASTECH
360 trains will have ear-like air resistance
braking flaps to assist in an emergency stop
from high speeds.

Future:
Due to noise pollution concerns, increasing
speed is becoming more difficult. Current
research is primarily aimed at reducing
operational noise, particularly the “Tunnel
boom” phenomenon caused when trains enter
tunnels at high speed. Despite this, there are
two planned speed increases, one to 350 km/h
(217 mph) for new trains on the Sanyo line,
and the other to 360 km/h (223 mph) using
the FASTECH 360 trains currently in testing
on the Tohoku Shinkansen. The Narita
Shinkansen Project to connect Tokyo to Narita
International Airport, initiated in the 1970s but
halted in 1983 after landowner protests, has
been officially cancelled and removed from
the Basic Plan governing Shinkansen
construction. Parts of its planned right-of-way
will be utilized by the Narita Rapid Railway
link when it opens in 2010. Although the NRR
will use standard gauge track, it will not be
built to Shinkansen specifications and it would
not be feasible to covert it into a full
Shinkansen line.
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The Senate Foreign Relations Committee
delegation met Mr. Sunao Tsuboi, who is
currently the sole survivor of the nuclear attack
on Hiroshima 60 years ago. The meeting was
held at his office on January 22, 2006. At the
outset he sympathized with the October 8,
2005 earthquake victims in Pakistan and then
asked the delegation to ask questions as he
had no presentation to make. However, a
handout containing account of his experiences
post August 8, 1945 the day Hiroshima was
hit by a nuclear bomb is reproduced as under:

Story of bomb explosion at
Hiroshima and its devastation

My name is Sunao Tsuboi, one of the
A-bomb survivors (Hibakusha). I was a
20-year-old university student 60 years
ago. On August 06, 1945, I encountered
the A-bomb near the city hall which is about
one kilometer away from the hypocenter.
My face, hands, back, waist, and legs were
burnt by the heat rays. By burns extended
almost from head to toe. Both sleeves of
my shirt and half of my pants were burnt
off, and the clothes that were left were
tattered. Also, I was blown 10 meters by
the bomb’s blast and I lost consciousness.
Under such conditions, I had no way of
knowing about the effects of radiation at
that time.

When I regained consciousness, the
surrounding area was pitch-dark and I could
not see even 100 meters ahead. Within
two or three hours, the entire city of about
four kilometers in diameter was as sheet
of fire. I ran around trying to escape the
fire.

Many charred bodies were lying on the
ground and the dead bodies of the people

who jumped into the river seeking water
were stil l floating there. There were
survivors whose eyeballs had popped out
and were dangling and whose skin was
banging down as well. Others were crying
and groaning with blood all over their
bodies. I was also one of them and felt that
I saw a “living hell on earth”. The city of
Hiroshima died then. I kept wandering and
slept outside at night. And when about a
week has passed, I became unconscious
again, so I didn’t know that the Second
World War had ended on August 15. I did
not remember anything for the next 40 days.

I have been in and out the hospital ten
times since then. The worst three times
were 10, 18 and 23 years after the bombing.
I was in critical condition and saw no escape
from death. The diseases were chronic
aplitic anemia, angina pectoris, large
intestine cancer, prostate caner and so on,
which are typical symptoms of the
aftereffects of radiation that are caused by
destruction of cell and bodily functions.
Throughout my life, I have had to take
blood-forming medicine and nitroglycerine.
And I still go to the hospital every two weeks
to have an intravenous drip.

Due to the aftereffects of the radiation, I
am troubled by various diseases, and most
of the A-bomb survivors who had narrowly
escaped from death have also spent their
lives receiving treatment for these diseases.

The greatest fear for the victims of an
atomic bomb is that the destruction of their
“humanity” will continue throughout their
life even if they survived. Atomic bombs
are absolute evil and are not morally
tolerable. It is clear that if a nuclear

Meeting with Mr. Tsuboi, Director of the
Atomic Bomb Victims Association
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explosion would happen now, humans
would be destroyed by nuclear explosion
equivalent to several thousand-times the
power of that used in Hiroshima. There will
be no winner.

Nuclear issues are not something to be
resolved by Japan and the U.S. alone. They
are a global issue affecting all of humanity.

Now the NPT structure is collapsing from
its original design and it may be causing a
chain reaction of nuclear armament
competitions rather than disarmament. The
CTBT has not yet taken effect and its
function is not yet concrete either. And
although at the NPT Review Conference
in 2000, the nuclear power states including
the U.S. agreed to make good the
“unequivocal undertaking” of the total
elimination of their nuclear arsenals, this
promise has not yet been fulf i l led.
Furthermore, the use of nuclear weapons
became even more of a reality, triggered
by the Iraq War. I feel strongly about these
issues as an A-bomb survivor.

A-bombing causes indiscriminate and mass
annihilation of civilians and it should never
be accepted under any circumstances. We
must not create any more Hibakusha in the
world and the abolition of nuclear weapons
is an earnest desire of humanity. We object
to any research, development, production,
possession, experimentation and use of
nuclear weapons under any circumstances
by any country. I myself have been to the
U.S. U.K., France, China, India, Pakistan
North Korea, the Netherlands and Vietnam
to appeal for the abolition of nuclear
weapons.

I do not think humans are stupid. I think
that humans can accept differences of
history, culture and ethnicity that extend
beyond their politics, economies, religions
and borders. I think that true harmony is
finally guaranteed by recognizing it. I believe
that in a world that depends on hatred, war
cannot be avoided; but in a world where
dialogue is respected and human wisdom
is superior to hatred, peace is possible and
will become a reality.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed asked
whether Emperor Hirohito and Prime Minister
General Nojo were responsible for the
catastrophe as there is a view that Japan had
committed acts of aggression. Mr. Tsuoi
responded that they are responsible. Japanese
character is that we tend to leave every thing
ambiguous. Japanese should have clarified
the responsibilities of war but they did not.
San Francisco Conference and Tokyo meeting
should have decided whether monarchy should
continue or otherwise. Fundamentally, Japan
wants to be part of the international community.
Before the war the government had parochial
thinking which created problems. The Prime
Minister wants Japan to be part of the
international community. The Prime Minister
says that he should not be criticized for the
issues of the heart and therefore he can visit
the shrine. The Prime Minister is a bid obstinate
and he should not visit the place where war
criminals are buried. Mr. Tsuoi said that
whenever he crosses the park he bowed.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
Pakistanis are also not clear and ambiguity is
taking position and asked Mr. Tsuoi to clarify
ambiguity in Japanese culture. Mr. Tsuoi
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Hiroshima, January 22, 2006 : Meeting/Group Photo with Mr. Sunao Tsuboi, Director of the Atomic Bomb Victims Association.
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responded that the reason of vague attitude is
the influence of national philosophy of life. At
the end of war Japan did not judge what it had
done. The victorious nations created tribunals
while the Japanese did not. Senator Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq asked that if the big powers
embark on non proliferation path what would
be the options for Asian and Muslim countries.
Mr. Tsuoi responded that he was sure that
every country in the world aspires for peace. If
the US abandons weapons the rest of the
countries will also renounce them. However, it
is impossible to abolish them by military force.
What it is important is dialogue. It should be
carried out everywhere and we should not get
emotional as this will result in war. We need a
sense of reason for doing so. Of course every
country wants to protect its citizens and interest
and if one country does not see the interest of
other country and focuses on its own interest,
there can be war. It is important for us to
understand different cultures and historical
backgrounds. There are differences in
economies, ethics and citizens but we should

overcome these differences for the betterment
of human beings. All leaders of the world should
get together to remove these differences.

He further stated that the Mayor of Hiroshima
had requested the citizens for contributing funds
for the earthquake victims in Pakistan. He said
he could not contribute much but he could feel
the sufferings and received the letter of
appreciation from the Mayor. Senator Mushahid
Hussain thanked him and the Japanese people
for their concern for humanity.  Senator
Mushahid further stated that 7 countries have
the bomb. Pakistan was forced for its own
survival after India went nuclear in May 1998.
Pakistan is a country which believes in tolerance
taught by Islam and will never use the bomb
first. If America follows the path of disarmament
Pakistan will also follow that path. Pakistan has
given its suggestions to India on this issue. Mr.
Tsuoi thanked Senator Mushahid Hussain for
his comments and stated that he did not want
Pakistan to use a preventive strike. He said he
will always raise his voice against nuclear
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VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA
January 22 – 26,  2006

1. Tour of Samsung Electronics

2. Meeting with Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Minister of
Foreign Affairs & Trade

3. Meeting at the Korean Institute of Defence
Analysis

4. Luncheon by Sammi Corporation

5. Call on Mr. Kim Won-Ki, Speaker of the
17th National Assembly

6. Meeting with Mr. Lim Chae-Jung, Chairman
of the Unification, Foreign Affairs and Trade
Committee in National Assembly

7. Visit to War Memorial Museum
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Tour of Samsung Electronics

The delegation of the Senate visited Samsung
Electronics in Seoul on January 23,  2006.
The delegation was warmly received by the
top management of the Company and given
a briefing about the history and performance
of the Company, followed by a visit around
the main areas of the premises. The main
points of the briefing are as follows:-

Samsung Electronics was founded in 1969.
Presently it is amongst the world’s top 27
Company. It is the number one worldwide in
LDI (LCD Driver IC) for two consecutive years.
With record sales of $ 100 million, it is the
highest selling non-memory chip of our
semiconductor business.

Number one in Europe in sales of LCD TVs.
Number one in the US in sales of projection
TVs, even though Samsung Electronics
premium products are 20% more expensive

than those of competitors. The Company
ranked first in JEDEC Award.

It is the second largest maker of mobile
handsets in terms of revenue market share. It
is ranked second in Euro money’s corporate
governance ranking of 500 emerging market
companies. The Company is number two in
the US in sales of LCD TVs.

Samsung Electronics rose to third in the 2003
Business Week IT 100, a ranking of the World’s
best technology companies based on revenue,
revenue growth, return on equity, total return
and profit as compiled by Standard and Poor’s.
Samsung ranked fourth in Fortune’s World’s
Most Admired Electronics Companies. 

Fastest growing brand worldwide for two years
in a row, Samsung Electronics’ brand equity
has grown 30% each year, from $ 10.8 billion,
according to Business Week and Inter Band.

Seoul, January, 23, 2006 : Visit of Samsung Electronics in Seoul
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Visit to JapanMeeting with Mr. Ban Ki-Moon
Minister of Foreign Affairs & Trade

On January 23, 2006, the Senate delegation headed
by Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed had a meeting
with Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Trade. In his introductory remarks the South
Korean Foreign Minister said that Pakistan and
South Korea enjoy good bilateral relations. He
sympathized with the victims of October 2005
earthquake and stated that he was encouraged by
the speedy recovery of the injured. He said that
Korea participated in the International Donors
Conference held in Islamabad last year. The visit
by distinguished Senators from Pakistan will greatly
enhanced mutual understanding and cooperation
between the two countries.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked the host
for the support provided by South Korea to the
earthquake victims. The Pakistan Ambassador
informed that after the earthquake, his office was
inundated with telephone calls from people wanting
to go Pakistan to help in the relief effort in the
effected areas. He said Korea is a well known country
in Pakistan because of the Lahore – Islamabad
Motorway and the Daewoo Bus Service. 

Referring to the nuclear issue he said that Pakistan
would like the Korean Peninsula to be free from
nuclear weapons. Pakistan shares the concern of
South Korea on the North Korean nuclear issue.
The voice of this delegation is the voice of all shades
of opinion in Pakistan. He stated that North Korea
and Iran should not be coerced on the nuclear issue
of their respective countries. The way out is
diplomacy and dialogue and there should be no
double standards. Recently India was rewarded by
the US by signing Nuclear Cooperation Treaty with
that country.

The Korean Foreign Minister stated that the
composite dialogue between Pakistan and India is

in line with South Korean dialogue policy with North
Korea. The six-party talks on the North Korean
nuclear issue have proved to be useful. We are now
experiencing some stalemate but the visit by North
Korean leader will help the situation. The six-party
talks will help North Korea to open up and have
good relations with the Republic of Korea.
Unfortunately, counterfeit dollars have been a
stumbling block in normalization of relations.
Communist countries have been involved in nuclear
weapons and counterfeit currencies. The Foreign
Minister further stated that South Korea has high
regard for President Pervez Musharraf for his fight
against terrorism. In November 2003, the Pakistani
and the South Korean Presidents had a productive
meeting especially on the question of sending troops
to Iraq.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed informed the host
that the Pakistan Senate had passed a unanimous
resolution urging the government not to send troops
to Iraq. We in Pakistan are concerned that the war
on terror sometimes takes a view against one race,
group and religion. He said that terrorism has no
face and the war against it cannot be won.
Senator S.M. Zafar asked whether the exchange of
people between North and South Korea is improving
the situation as we are doing the same thing in
Kashmir. The Foreign Minister responded that North
Korea is afraid of sending its people to South Korea
as they think that the visiting North Korean will get
influenced by the good life and prosperity in South
Korea. We send our people to North Korea and it
is our view that dialogue between the two people is
important.

Senator S.M. Zafar further inquired as to the
definition of the Asian century and terms of defence,
resources and human resources. The Foreign
Minister responded that the Asian nations need to
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carry out harmonization in different fields because
culture and economic development etc. are different.
In the past, Europe was easy as they were on the
same platform. However, we are optimistic but it
will take some time.

Senator Mahtab Ahmad Khan enquired as to how
the Koreans see China in Asian integration. Do they
see China as a friend or otherwise? The Foreign
Minister responded that there is a mixed reaction
on this issue. Some people think that China will be
a threat in the future but I feel that we should use
China for harmonious development although ROK
and Japan may have apprehensions on this. United
States has initiated a senior level dialogue on this
issue. In President Nixon days, China was referred
to as strategic competitors but now it is referred to
as strategic partner. South Korea has developed
good relations with China and last year trade
between the two countries was approximately $ 100
billion. There are 40,000 South Korean laborers
working in China. We need China as cooperative
partner for the future of Asia.

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that Pakistan
respects China as it has not threatened us and has

given us aid without any political objectives. He
asked the Foreign Minister whether he was
contesting for the post of Secretary General of the
United Nations as there is a rumour that you are
the next candidate for the post. The Foreign Minister
responded that it is more than a rumour. The
government may very soon announce my
candidature. I am not the person of that capability
but my President and the Ministry has been mooting
this for some time. We give special consideration
to the United Nations as we got independence at
the time when the United Nations was formed and
South Korea was protected by the United Nations
in the Korean war. We consider ourselves the
children of United Nations. He said we can play a
unique role between the developing and develop
countries as many countries want to follow our
development model. However, he said that presently
it is important that the reform of the United Nations
should be carried out. Senator Mushahid Hussain
asked the Foreign Minister that when he becomes
the UN Secretary General he should try for the
resolution of Kashmir issue and make genuine
reforms in the UN. The Foreign Minister responded
that he can play a better role than anybody else in
that position.
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Meeting at the Korea Institute for
Defense Analyses

Seoul, January 24, 2006: Meeting/Group Photo with Lt. Gen. (R) Choong-Bae Kim, President, Korea Institute for Defense Analyses (KIDA)
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The Senate delegation had a meeting with the
President and researchers of the Korean
Institute for Defense Analyses on January 24,
2006, in Seoul. A brief introduction of the
Institute is given below.

The Korean Institute for Defense Analyses
(KIDA) is a government-funded, public
research institute that addresses a wide range
of defense issues concerning the Korean
Peninsula and beyond. Established in 1979,
KIDA has actively assisted defense policy-
making in diverse areas. KIDA undertakes
some 100 research projects annually that
cover virtually all areas related to defense
policy, including security environment, force
development, weapon system acquisition,
manpower and resource management, and
defense information systems.

Besides research publications, KIDA’s
vernacular publications such as “The Weekly
Defense Review”, The Quarterly Journal of
The Korean Journal of Defense Analysis,
Defense Policy and other publication are
recognized as the most authoritative in Korea.

KIDA is actively engaged in research
cooperation with USA., China, Russia Japan,
France, Israel, and others. It hosts some ten
international conferences annually, contributing
to the nation’s military diplomacy as well as
to the field of defence research.

Korea Institute for Defense Analyses (KIDA)
seeks to assist in the process of rational policy-
making through specialized defense research
analysis.
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The main functions of KIDA are the following:-
i. R&D of policies on defence and security

environment.

ii. R&D of policies on acquisition, military
strategy, force establishment, weapon
systems acquisition.

iii. R&D of management policies on military
personnel, resource management and
defense science & technology.

iv. R&D of policies on defense information
and provide support and consultation for
defense information projects.

v. Collaborate R&D with international,
domestic, and private research institutes-
proceeds researches for the government
as well as NGOs

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING

Lt. Gen. (R) Choong-Bae Kim, President of
KIDA welcomed the delegation and also
expressed sympathy with the earthquake
victims of Pakistan. He hoped that things would
have returned to normalcy in affected areas.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked
the President for receiving the delegation and
providing an opportunity to the delegation to
visit the prestigious think tank. The host
proposed that Korea and Pakistan can
cooperate on many issues including human
resource cooperation. Senator Mushahid
Hussain responded that we are strengthening
relations between the two Parliaments and
suggested that three government think tanks
in Pakistan, namely, the Institute of Strategic
Studies (ISS), Institute of Regional Studies
(IRS) and IPRI can cooperate with KIDA
through an institutional arrangement. Scholars
from KIDA can be placed in these institutes
while scholars from the Institutes in Pakistan

placed at KIDA for short to middle term. These
scholars can work on Pakistan-Korea relations.
There could be a process of annual dialogue
and one of our institutes holding meetings
alternatively on year to year basis. The
President of KIDA agreed with the proposal
and suggested that consultations can be held
in this regard to reach an agreement. After
this short meeting the delegation and the
President went to the seminar room where
interaction between the scholars of KIDA and
the delegation took place.

Mr. Taewoo Kim, an expert on nuclear issues
at KIDA raised question about Pakistan’s
nuclear programme and stated that the
Government of Pakistan should have been in
the knowledge of Dr. A. Q. Khan’s activities.
He stated that Pakistan lost all three wars of
1948, 1965 and 1971 with India. Pakistan has
transferred nuclear technology to Iran, Libya
and North Korea. He said that he did not expect
ready answers from the distinguished group.

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that he will
sift fact from fiction. There are two contexts
of Pakistan’s nuclear programme, namely,
nuclear and geo political.

Pakistan is one of the seven declared nuclear
powers. Like Korea, Pakistan has security
problems. In the 50s and 60s Pakistan despite
being a member of America-Pakistan
Cooperation (1954) Central Treaty Organization
(CENTO 1954) and South East Asia Treaty
Organization (SEATO 1955) faced aggression
in 1965 and 1971 and was dismembered  in
1971 turning East Pakistan into Bangladesh
while the wars of 1948 and 1965 ended in a
stand off. No body came to Pakistan’s rescue
in 1971 because it became a bridge between
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China and the US and this was the price it had
to pay for establishing that contact. 

In 1974, with India’s testing of the nuclear
device a new factor was injected in the South
Asian power balance which had the force and
affect of a multiplier. He asked whether
Pakistan should have looked to the United
States for help or sought India’s forgiveness
in such an environment. As a self respecting
nation Pakistan opted to build the bomb as no
country would have given it the bomb on a
plate. In its endeavour to go nuclear, Pakistan
followed the path treaded by China, Russia,
and Israel. In 1956, Israel supported the British
and the French on the Suez Canal crisis and
was allowed to build a bomb. During 1955-57
US-India covert nuclear collaboration emerged
as disclosed in the US State Department’s
declassified papers of that period. 

In the above circumstances, Dr. A. Q. Khan,
who was working in the Netherlands volunteered
to build a bomb for Pakistan. Charges were
framed against him in the Netherlands but
Pakistan won the case with the help of its lawyer
Senator S.M. Zafar. The path of beg, borrow
and steal was adopted to achieve the end. In
1979 the former USSR invaded Afghanistan
and the buffer between Pakistan and communist
USSR was no more. Pakistan became the front
line state to fight the spread of communism to
the Warm Waters of the Indian Ocean. The
West led by US declared jihad against the
USSR and during the period from 1979-89 USA
pumped $2.1 billion, Saudi Arabia $ 2.1 billion
and China $ 1.00 billion into Pakistan to be
used for training 200,000 Afghan Mujahideen,
who would be armed with sophisticated
weapons to fight the communist army. Osama
Bin Laden and Alzwahry, who are now wanted

by the United States, were part of the CIA-
supported resistance.

When the last battle of the Cold War was won
with the help of Pakistan the United States left
Afghanistan in a limbo and gave Pakistan a
parting kick by imposing sanctions on Pakistan.

In May 1998, India went nuclear. On May  15,
1998, a Summit of the G-8 countries was held
in Birmingham. Pakistan waited for the
outcome of the Summit but it ended with no
reward to Pakistan for its restraint nor was
any punishment announced for India. Pakistan
had no option but to go nuclear on May 28,
1998. India went nuclear for achieving a higher
status in the comity of nations while Pakistan
went nuclear for security reasons, mainly to
defend itself against aggression from India.

In April 2004, Simon Hirsch wrote an Article
in the ‘New Yorker’ wherein he mentioned that
during 1976-2003 Dr. A. Q. Khan was under
the surveillance of CIA. They knew exactly
what he was doing. Why did U.S. choose to
go public in 2003 and not earlier? 2003 was
selected to cover up the failure of US
intelligence on Iraq and to show to the world
that their intelligence had succeeded in
unearthing Dr. A. Q. Khan’s network. The head
of Umeed-e-Tameer-e-Nao, Dr. Bashiruddin
Mahmood was interrogated by the US and
Pakistan intelligence but nothing was proved
against him and he was released. 

In response to the allegation of unanswered
questions, Senator Mushahid Hussain asked
why are buyers and not the sellers of nuclear
technology and materials being punished?
The black market of nuclear technology and
materials is run by companies of US, France,
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Seoul, January 24, 2006 : Senator Mushaid Hussain addressing the Korea Institute for Defense Analyses (KIDA).

Germany, Israel and UK, who are all non-
Muslims having fair skin. Your research is
selective like the blame game, which is also
selective. Non proliferation policy is based on
politics rather than principles. The recent
nuclear deal between the US and India is in
violation of the Symington Amendment, the
Glenn Amendment and the Non-Proliferation
Treaty. President Chirac of France has
threatened to use nuclear weapons to ensure
uninterrupted Oil supplies to the West. What
is the threat to France? Why did the threat go
un-noticed? The ban on mini nukes imposed
in January 1993, was recently lifted by the US
Congress.

Korea should have a principled approach on
proliferation and it should ensure that non-
proliferation is carried out across the board.
The nuclear crisis of Iran and North Korea
should be resolved through dialogue and not

by means of coercion and threats. Delineate
war on terror from ethnicity, community and
religion. The Muslims do not talk of Jewish,
Hindu or Christian bomb then why does the
world talk of a Muslim bomb?

Pakistan lives with a hostile neighbour. The
Pakistani bomb has been a balancing factor
in South Asia. There is stability in the Sub
Continent as there is no threat of war between
the two nuclear nations. As a result, peace
process has been initiated between India and
Pakistan. The Pakistan Military is on board,
which started the peace process with Bhartya
Janata Party, a coalition of Hindu hard line
Parties in power in India at that time. The
Pakistan nuclear programme was started by
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, a civilian and completed
and tested by Nawaz Sharif, again a civilian.
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The management of Sammi Corporation
hosted a lunch in honour of the visiting Senate
Foreign Relations Committee delegation on
January 24, 2006. The Corporation, besides
managing the Daewoo Bus Service in Pakistan,
is involved in other businesses like stainless
steel, automotive parts, wood products, raw
materials, food and bonded warehouse. It has
three affiliated companies by the names of
Sammi Construction Company, Sammi/

Daewoo Pakistan Express Bus Service Limited
and Taeahn ENC Company Limited. Sammi
Corporation was set up in June, 1954, while
Sammi Daewoo Pakistan Bus Service was
established in 2004. Daewoo Pakistan employs
about 2920 persons and plies 209 buses on
35 roots through 32 terminals. It carries about
73000 passengers along.

Seoul, January 24, 2006 : Senator Mushaid Hussain presenting reports of the Committee to Dr. Bernhar Sliger, Country Rep. Hanns Seidel Foundation,
during a reception hosted by the Dr. Sliger.

Luncheon by Sammi Corporation
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On January 25, 2006, the Senate delegation
called on Mr. Kim Won – Ki, Speaker of the
17th National Assembly of South Korea at the
Parliament Building in Seoul. The Speaker
welcomed the delegation and offered
condolences to the government and people
of Pakistan on the October 8, 2005 earthquake.
He also expressed appreciation for the tireless
efforts of the Government of Pakistan for the
restoration work in the earthquake affected
areas and also mentioned the efforts of the
Korean Government and NGOs in this regard.
He stated that despite geographical distances
between Pakistan and Korea, relations
between the two countries have been
maintained at a cordial level and cooperation
in the economic and cultural fields has
expanded. He thanked the President and the
Prime Minister of Pakistan for their visits to
South Korea which have further improved the

good relations and has boosted trade and
investment. Pakistan has been serving as a
bridge for Korean  companies to invest in
Central Asia. He appreciated Pakistan’s
position on North Korean nuclear issue and
asked for further cooperation on this matter.

The South Korean Speaker thanked the
members of the delegation for their visit to the
National Assembly of South Korea. He asked
Pakistan to cooperate with South Korea to
become non permanent member of the United
Nations as Republic of Korea will be in the run
for the Presidency of the General Assembly
for the year 2007-08.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked
the Speaker for receiving the delegation in the
grand building of the National Assembly. He
thanked the Government and NGOs of South

Call on Mr. Kim Won-Ki, Speaker of the
17th National Assembly

Seoul, January 25, 2006: Call on Group Photo with Mr. Kim Won-Ki, Speaker of the National Assembly of South Korea
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Korea for their swift response to the earthquake
relief efforts in Pakistan. Our people have
witnessed how Korean Doctors worked in that
area with dedication and commitment. He said
South Asia and North East Asia are unstable
regions and both victims of aggression.
Therefore, both Pakistan and South Korea
have worked hard to strengthen their security.
Pakistan went nuclear following nuclear testing
by India. Our nuclear programme is for security
purposes and we support South Korea’s quest
for nuclear free Korean Peninsula. Pakistan
is happy that with the efforts of Korea and
China, North Korea has been brought to the
negotiations table. The nuclear issue of Iran
and North Korea should be settled through
diplomacy and dialogue and not through
coercion or pressure as that will not be fruitful.

Regarding the reform of the UN, Senator
Mushahid Hussain said that our efforts in this
regard have borne fruit. Pakistan will support
ROK for a non permanent seat of the Security
Council. He asked whether there are quorum
problems in the Korean Parliament. The

Speaker responded that we do have this
problem. There are times when there is no
quorum but if efforts are made quorum can be
maintained. Moreover, the media also raises
hue and cry when there is no quorum,
therefore, the members try to maintain the
quorum. Senator Mushahid Hussain further
asked whether the constitution provision
pertaining to one term for the President is
working satisfactorily. The Speaker responded
that one term of 5 years has a Korean history.
Previously the Presidents of military origin
extended their term which was not liked by
the people. Now it is felt that one term of 4 to
5 years is not sufficient so there would be a
constitutional debate on this issue later this
year. Senator Mushahid Hussain further asked
as to how the Korean politicians and Parliament
convinced the army to take a back seat and
leave the political stage. The Speaker
responded that this process entailed a long
term hard work. Due to economic development
the military could not stand and had to give
way to democracy.
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The Senate delegation had a meeting with Mr.
Lim Chae – Jung, Chairman of the Unification,
Foreign Affairs and Trade Committee of the
National Assembly at the National Assembly
Building on January 25, 2006, in Seoul.

The Chairman, Committee of the Korean
Parliament welcomed the delegation and stated
that we know that Pakistan is developing
politically and economically under President
Musharraf. We know that bilateral relations
have developed in recent years especially
economic re la t ions have grown.  He
emphasized the need of exchange of
Parliamentary delegations between the two

countries as it is important for establishing
close relationships and we should work towards
that ends.

Senator Mushahid Hussain congratulated Mr.
Lim Chae – Jung on his party leader’s election
as the Floor Leader. We are appreciative of
the warm welcome extended to our delegation.
He thanked the Korean Government, NGOs
and civil society for swift and spontaneous aid
to earthquake victims. He agreed with the host
on the importance of the bilateral parliamentary
visit and that was the purpose of this visit.
Pakistan shares Korean views on Asian
resurgence, democracy, peace and justice in

Meeting with Mr. Lim Chae-Jung, Chairman of the Unification,
Foreign Affairs and Trade Committee in National Assembly

Seoul, January 25, 2006 : Meeting with Mr. Lim Chae-Jung, Chairman of the Unification, Foreign Affairs & Trade Committee of the
National Assembly of South Korea.
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South East Asia. He said Pakistan and Korea
were both victim of aggression and both have
problems of security. Pakistan developed
nuclear device for its security and it is believed
that this will avert war in the Sub-Continent.
Pakistan supports ROK policy for nuclear free
Korean Peninsula. He said Pakistan is happy
that China had played a role in making the six-
party talks on North Korean nuclear programme
a success. He was of the view that the recent
visit of Mr. Kim IL Jung to China will pave the
way for speedy settlement of the issue.
Pakistan feels that Iran and Korean nuclear
issue should be resolved through dialogue as
force will be counter productive. He asked the
host about Korea’s perspective on Korea’s
relations with Japan and relations between
North Korea and Japan as there is a view in
Japan that there should be an alliance between
US, Japan and India to contain China. He also
asked the host to give his views on Japan’s
future military build up.

The Chairman of the Committee of Korean
Parliament agreed with the assessment of
Senator Mushahid Hussain of the international
situation. He said Korea is opposed to nuclear
proliferation but we have no special position
about Pakistan’s nuclear programme because
that is due to Pakistan’s geo political position.
He showed concern over the North Korean
nuclear issue and hoped that it will be resolved
through dialogue otherwise it will give rise to
confrontation in the world. Iran claims that its
nuclear programme is for self defence purposes
but it will cause problems for peace as there
is considerable skepticism about that
programme.

Regarding Japan – Korean – China relations

he said that it is not a simple but a complicated
issue. China is developing economically and
it has impact on Asia and the world, both
directly and indirectly. Currently there is
struggle for power between Japan and China
and in that situation United States and Korea
cannot sit back. People are expecting conflict
between nations in this power struggle. Based
on different perceptions it is believed that
Japan and China will not go for confrontation.
Japan will have to correct its history. China
will not want any confrontation so that it can
cont inue wi th  i ts  dr ive of  economic
development. China wants stability while Japan
is focused to Asia and there will be no conflict
between them. But it is important that the two
nations should put in place confidence building
measures. He agreed that Asia could play a
role in the future as it has the requisite potential
but  a l l  Asian nat ions should in i t iate
deve lopment  o f  coopera t ion  among
themselves. He paid his respect to Pakistan
for the role it is playing in fighting terrorism
and condoled with the earthquake victims. He
said it was Korea’s duty to extend help in
restoration of the earthquake affected people.

The members of the Pakistan delegation
enquired as to how long it will take for the two
Koreas to unite. The host responded that no
one can answer that question. It is a difficult
process and we expect that it can be done.
Efforts have to be put in to reach that end but
this is not possible in the near future. The
visiting members further asked that South
Korea taken the initiative of sending private
companies to invest in the North will this help
the situation? The host responded that since
the Korean War there is mistrust but now
mutual confidence and trust has to be
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developed because there is difference in
political and economic ideology but due to
economic development in the North mutual
confidence and trust is building up. Setting
aside ideology differences reconciliation in
economic field can help and speed the
reunification. A member of Pakistan delegation
stated that Korean people want unification but
due to threat to North Korea from the
Americans the unification is suffering. The
host responded that the question is logically
near to the views of the people on the extreme.
There are scholars in Korea who share that
view but the issue of Korea does not confine
to the peninsula alone but to the entire world.
Division of Korea is not the by-product of
Koreans desire but outside influence and those
influences can play a role in the reunification.
The United States is taking note of nuclear
issues and South Korea will accept North
Korea possessing nuclear weapons. North
Korea says that it maintains nuclear weapons
for self defence but this will not help North in
becoming part of the international community.

Senator Mushahid Hussain asked whether
Japan will acquire nuclear weapons. The host
responded that if North Korea acquires nuclear
weapons Japan may also go for possession
of the same. Japan has the capability and the
world should be aware of this. Therefore, we
cannot rule out the possibility of Japan
acquiring nuclear weapons. Japan is also
amending its peace constitution and bringing
in maintaining military forces. This may not
happen in the near future but we should be
prepared for any change in international affairs.
Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that he
agreed with the optimism of China not going
to war and enquired as to what are the factors
of that assessment. The host responded that
it will have serious impact on the region. We
should be prepared that such a thing does not
happen. It is a complicated issue as Korea is
sandwiched between China and Japan. The
two nations will not confront each other and
the Korean President has said that ROK will
play a balancing role. If the two nations, Japan
and China, opt for confrontation it will be
disastrous for both of them.
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On January 25, 2006 the delegation visited the War Memorial Museum in Seoul. The
Museum displays and depicts the memories of the Korean War of the 50s. It was
observed by the delegation that the Museum was very well set up and maintained
and represented the true picture of the Korean War. The magnitude of the Museum
can be judged from the fact that the visit of the Museum lasted for more than an hour.

The delegation returned to Islamabad on January 26, 2006.

(MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED) (IFTIKHARULLAH BABAR)
       Chairman Committee      Secretary Committee

Visit to War Memorial Museum
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The Centrist Democrat International (CDI) is
moving beyond conflict and reaching out to
Asia - cradle of the great religions and great
civilizations, a region of sustained economic
growth that is chipping away at the centuries-
old poverty of its people.

In Manila last January 27-28, major political
parties from six nations combined their
leadership, energy and expertise to draw up
a vision of what Asia could become.  Signing
the Manila Declaration, they founded the
fledgling CDI Asia-Pacific and inaugurated
what could become a new era in Asian politics
– the politics of the center, and leadership of
the great middle forces and enlightened
moderates.  In the nucleus of CDI Asia-Pacific
are: Lakas Christian-Muslim Democrats
(Philippines), Funcinpec and Cambodia
People’s Party  (Cambodia) ,  Golkar
(Indonesia), Pakistan Muslim League
(Pakistan), Thai Rak Thai Party (Thailand),
and Party of the People’s Unity from
Kazakhstan in Central Asia.  Four More Asian
ruling parties in Northeast, Southeast and
South Asia have yet to formalize their entry
into CDI Asia-Pacific.

Witnesses to its birth
Its birth was witnessed by some of Europe’s
political leaders:  Pier Ferdi-nando Casini,
head of the Italian Chamber of Deputies,
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU), and the incoming CDI President; former
Prime Minster of Spain Jose Maria Aznar, the
out going CDI President: Former Prime Minister
of Belgium Wilfried Martens, President of the
European People’s Party, which has the
majority in the European Parliament; and
former Prime Minister of Norway Kjell Magne
Bondevik, whose government sponsored

peace processes in Sri Lanka and in the
Philippines.

They are moving to strengthen Asia-Europe
cooperation and linkages with North America,
Laten America and Africa.

CDI Asia-Pacific marks the beginnings of the
first centrist transnational regional political
organization in Asia. It elected Philippine
Speaker, Jose de Venecia, its founding
President and Thai Prime Minister, Thaksin
Shinawatra, founding Chairman.

The founding principles created a common
ground in which parties increasingly take on
the role of catalyst for regional change and
stability – and an instrument to broaden
democracy.

Politics of consultation
They reject the politics of extremism in favour
of the politics of consultation and consensus.
They consider terrorism a barbaric act that no
appeal to religion – and to the many acts of
injustice in the world – can ever justify.

They pledged to attack poverty at its roots and
adopted the Debt-for-Equity program launched
by Speaker de Venecia to convert half of the
foreign debt of about 100 debt-saddled nations
into equity in development projects under the
U.N. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
which U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan
endorsed.

They endorsed the Asian Financial Architecture
unveiled by Thai Deputy Prime Minister
Surakiart to make Asian economies grow –
and ensure that development leaves no group
in national society behind.

THE CENTRIST DEMOCRAT INTERNATIONAL (CDI)
Moving beyond conflict, reaching out to Asia-Pacific
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They committed themselves to deliver justice
especially to women, children and other
vulnerable groupings in the nat ional
communities. They support various peace
processes in Asia – and vowed to build an
enduring peace for all.

In Phnom Penh, Cambodian Parliament
President, Norodom Ranariddh, is busy at work
on the draft Asian Charter on Human Rights.
Former Philippine President, Fidel Ramos,
with other eminent persons, has been asked
by President Arroyo to help work on the ASEAN
Charter. The CDI Asia-Pacific leaders, led by
Thai President of Parliament Bhokin Bhalakula,
are working to convert the Association of Asian

Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) into an Asian
Parliamentary Assembly, or the beginnings of
an Asian Parliament, and promoting the
creation of an Asian Anti-Poverty Fund.

Indonesian leader Theo Sambuaga, Thai
Deputy PM Surakiart  Sathirathai and
Cambodian Deputy PM Sok An said the parties
in CDI Asia-Pacific would present their
recommendations as well to the International
Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP)
4th Conference in Seoul this September.

Asian without dividing lines
The parties want Asia to develop into a
continent without dividing lines – much as

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
President, Philippines

Chairperson, Lakas-CMD

Speaker Jose de Venecia
Vice President, CDI

President, Lakas-CMD
President, CDI Asia-Pacific

Fidel V. Ramos
Chairman Emertus
Lakas-CMD, CDI

Pier Ferdinando Casini
President, Italian Parliament
President, Inter-Parliament

Union (IPU)
Incoming President, CDI

Jose Maria Aznar
Outgoing President, CDI

Former Prime Minister, Spain

Thaksin Shinawatra
Prime Minister, Thailand

Chairman, CDI Asia-Pacific

Kjell Magne Bondevik
Former Prime Minister

Norway

Wilfried Martens
President, European People’s
Party; Former Prime Minister

Belgium
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Europe was gradually unified into a single
community.

They subscribe to the global Interfaith
Dialogue, endorsed by the U.N., to isolate
extremists. They support the advocacy of
President Macapagal Arroyo and Speaker de
Venecia for the U.N. to create an Interfaith
Council within its system to mediate politico-
religious conflicts in various areas.

The Global Interfaith Dialogue in Manila,
coinciding with the CDI Asia Pacific launching,
gathered the leaders of the world’s great
religions from Christians (Roman Catholics
and Protestants), Muslims (Shiites and

Sunnis), Buddhists, Hindus, and Confucians
to Jews.

Building bridges of cooperation
The CDI is “building bridges of cooperation”
between rival faiths, de Venecia said, moving
them away from theaters of conflict. “There
can be no real peace in the world unless there
is harmony and peace among the world’s
great religions”, he said.

The Interfaith Dialogue was originally a
Philippine proposal to the U.N. initiated by de
Venecia and adopted by the General
Assembly in November 2004 to foster
understanding and goodwill and prevent a
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“clash of religious” and a “clash of civilizations.”

Twelve political principles
At the CDI Asia-Pacific and the CDI Executive
Committee meetings, de Venecia unveiled 12
major political principles for which he sought
endorsement by the CDI’s Asian Parties and
110 political parties worldwide. Broadly the
12 principles encompass initiatives in which
the CDI could hopefully make some significant
contributions to Asia and the world: 

1. Find common ground between the forces
of capitalism and the forces of socialism;

2. Reconcile the forces of extremism and
excessive fundamentalism with the forces
of moderation as an antidote to terrorism;

3. Reach out to the forces of the Extreme
Left and the Extreme Right;

4. Bridge the social and income gaps
between the rich and the poor by creating
the Asian middle class and ensuring
opportunities for all;

5. Reconcile the principles of politics with
the principles of religion; the role of the
State and the role of the Church must be
delineated;

6. Reconcile the forces of spirituality with the
forces of secularism; public life can be
empty without a moral purpose, and society
can be rootless without some transcendent
foundation;

7. Rationalize relations between strong
central governments, distant provinces
and outer islands for nations with pluralist
and multi-ethnic societies;

8. Rationalize the needs of development with

the need to care for the environment;

9. Bring together the great religions, great
civilizations and great cultures, to avert a
clash of religions and a clash of civilizations
through interfaith dialogues;

10. Reconcile the forces of nationalism with
the forces of globalization;

11. Rationalize the workings of the market
with the social responsibilities of the State;

12. Build strong family values and faith in a
living God to mirror the great Asian and
CDI community we envision.

On the issue of reconciling the extremist and
moderate forces, Pakistan President Musharraf
and Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed have
spoken strongly of the need for “enlightened
moderation,” endorsed by the Islamic Summit
in Kuala Lumpur.

Solidifying the middle forces
It is our hope that the centrist political parties
will address these 12 principles in addition to
their existing programs and platforms. For
these principles could likely solidify the middle
forces and enable the centrist politics of Asia-
Pacific to strengthen the region’s economies
and geo-politics in its relentless fight against
poverty, terrorism and injustice.

“We hope”, Speaker de Venecia said, “these
12 principles could help usher in a hundred
years of peace in Asia – and respond to the
specific challenges and problems we face in
the 21st Century”.
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Manila, January 27, 2006: On behalf of the
people of Pakistan and the country’s ruling
party, the Pakistan Muslim League (PML), I
would like to warmly welcome the initiative of
the Philippines for this Global Interfaith
Dialogue.  This dialogue coincides with the
launching of the Centr ist  Democrat ic
International (CDI) in Asia and I feel very
honoured that you have elected me as the
Vice Chairman of the CDI.

For the Pakistan Muslim League, this is a
befitting honour since our party is celebrating
its Centennial in 2006.  It is the second oldest
political party of Asia and it has a long history
of struggle for the rights of the dispossessed
Muslims of the South Asian sub-continent.
The PML is a moderate, middle of the road
political party, which has a strong commitment
to democracy and political pluralism.  The
founder of Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah was a constitutionalist par excellence
who strongly believed in democracy, rule of
law and the equality of opportunity for all
irrespective of gender, caste, creed or religion.
That is the basic philosophy guiding the
Pakistan Muslim League today.

We feel that in these troubled times when
conflicts and tensions have arisen in different
parts of the world, our role in the PML should
be to serve as a bridge between different
religions, a bridge between Asia and Europe,
a bridge between the Left and the Right.

We also feel that politics is not an end in itself
or simply a quest for power for its own sake.
Politics must have a moral dimension with
faith in God, faith in family values, faith in our
people and faith in a system of laws and not
a system of men.

Today, Asia faces a big challenge of building
a just democratic order based on pluralism,
tolerance, harmony and coexistence. Within
this framework, the rule of law and Human
Rights particularly rights of women and rights
of minorities must be paramount.  We reject
the notion of “Might is Right” since that would
be reverting to the rule of jungle and a just
new order must be based on international law
and the United Nations Charter.

Democracy is inextricably linked to dialogue,
among political forces at home and, at the
international level, amongst civilizations.  We
also reject the notion of any clash of
civilizations because all religions derived their
inspiration from humanism.  There is no room
for bigotry and chauvinism in the teachings of
God.  Problems arise when there are insidious
attempts to link terrorism and extremism to a
religion, a community or an ethnic group.

There is a common thread in the Abrahamic
religions because all three are Divine
Revelations.  Take the Story of Joseph, which
is found in striking similarities in both the Holy
Quran and the Old Testament.  I remember
seeing the famous Steven Spielberg movie,
“Schindler’s List”.  In that movie’s last scene,
there a quote from the Jewish holy book
“Talmud”, which says that “killing one person
is like killing humanity and saving one person
is like saving humanity” and this quote is
precisely also in the Holy Quran.

Whenever religious labels are given to political
issues, it is then that cleavages emerge among
peoples and perceptions.  I was giving an
interview recently to the BBC in London
together with an Indian retired general who
suddenly confronted me, saying that “Pakistan
has the Islamic Bomb”.  I responded that “I

Speech by Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed to the
Global Interfaith Dialogue and the

Inaugural Meeting of the Centrist Democrat International (CDI).
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didn’t know that bombs also have religions,
because otherwise India should probably have
the vegetarian bomb”!

Let us not forget that the theory of the “Clash
of Civilizations” came not from a Madrassah
in the Muslim world but from the most
prestigious and influential secular educational
institution in the West, Harvard University.
And that too at a time when the West and
Muslims had allied to combat communism in
the last big battle of the Cold War.

What can be done to alleviate the situation
and promote a genuine Global Interfaith
Dialogue?

Let us be clear that efforts to demonize the
Muslims are a recipe for disaster and there
will certainly boomerang on their sponsors.
A few steps should be in order:

In light of the recent cartoon controversy, it
is imperative to equate Islamophobia in the
West with anti-Semitism and since there are
laws regarding the latter, there should be
strict laws regarding Islamophobia as well.

An Interfaith Council should be established
as an organ of the United Nations system
to regularly promote dialogue among
religions and serve as a watchdog on
religious and racial bigotry whatever its
source and whenever it raises its ugly head.

Root cause of terrorism need to be identified
and attempts taken to remove these root
causes, specially conflicts which are based
on injustice and which spawn extremism and
violence, including Palestine, Kashmir and
Iraq.

There should be no double standards on
issues like democracy, human rights or
nuclear weapons because a selective
approach means that principles are being
sacrificed at the altar of politics whether it
is the question of Hamas in Palestine,
prisoners in Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo
Bay or the Iranian nuclear programme.
There should not be a double standard and
there is a need for an across the board
universal approach on these issues.

Islam is a religion of balance, of peace and
harmony. Islam presents a middle path forward.
 It has never promoted violence nor bigotry of
any kind.  Anti-Semitism is not a part of the
Islamic tradition rather it is a part of the
European tradition and in fact Muslims gave
refuge to Jews when they were being
persecuted in Europe.

It is time that dialogue replaces use of force
and military might in resolution of issues
otherwise politics will be reduced to a brutal
contest between those in the West who have
the capacity to kill and those in the Muslim
world who have demonstrated their willingness
to die.  This would become an un-winnable
war without end.

I thank you for your patience and I am grateful
that you have invited the Pakistan Muslim
League to be part of this constructive initiative
that, I have no doubt, will bear positive results.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed along with leaders of the Centrist Democrat International (CDI)
including President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, President of the Philippines, Jose Maria Aznar, former
Prime Minister of Spain, Pier Fardinando Casini, President, Italian Parliament, Speaker Jose De

Venecia, President, CDI Asia-Pacific and other leaders of the CDI Asia-Pacific.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed signing on behalf of the Pakistan Muslim
League for membership of the Centrist Democrat International (CDI)
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PROFILES

•   Chairman

•   Members of the Committee



Mushahid Hussain Sayed is currently a Senator and Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee of the
Senate. He is also Secretary General of the ruling party, Pakistan Muslim League. He has been a Cabinet
Minister, journalist, university teacher and political analyst. As Information Minister from 1997 to 1999,
Mushahid Hussain was the country's principal spokesman and appeared frequently on international
television and radio channels to present Pakistan's position on issues ranging from nuclear weapons
to Islam and foreign policy. He was also Leader of Pakistan's Delegation to the UN Human Rights
Commission at Geneva in 1993. Amnesty International declared him a 'Prisoner of Conscience' making
him the first such Pakistani to be honoured for the year 2000 when he was in detention.

Mushahid Hussain has a Master's degree from the School of Foreign Services in Georgetown University
at Washington. While studying in the US, he was President of the Pakistan Students Association and
was awarded a Congressional Internship to work in the United States Congress. In Pakistan, he studied
at the Forman Christian College in Lahore, from where he received a BA. After completion of studies
in the United States, he returned to Pakistan and became Member, Directing Staff of the country's
prestigious training institution for civil servants, the Pakistan Administrative Staff College. He then joined
Pakistan's oldest seat of learning, the Punjab University, as Lecturer on International Relations in the
Political Science Department from where he along with three other teachers was removed on political
grounds during Martial Law. In 1982, at age 29, he became the youngest Editor of national English daily,
'The Muslim', published from capital Islamabad, which was respected for its independent positions.

As a specialist on international political and strategic issues, he has lectured widely and his articles have
been published in various national and international publications including ‘The New York Times’, ‘The
Washington Post’, ‘International Herald Tribune’ and ‘Middle East International’. He has authored three
books. He is also Chairman, Board of Governors, Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI), a leading
think tank and Vice President of Centrist Democrat International (CDI), Asia-Pacific.

Membership of Senate Committees:
• Committee on Foreign Relations,  (Chairman)

Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas
• Committee on Defence and Defence Production

Committee on Narcotics Control
• Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir.
• Joint Parliamentary Committee on Balochistan.
• Functional Committee on Government Assurances
• Functional Committee on Human Rights

Contact Information:
Tele (Off.): 051-2828073, 9223974, 111-00-1947
Tele (Res.): 051-9206531  Cell: 0300- 500 6056
Fax (Off.): 051-2827870
Email: mushahid.hussain@gmail.com
Address: 175, Street 15, E-7, Islamabad

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
(PML - Federal Capital)
Chairman
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Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs

Ex-Officio Member

Mian Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri is a member of the National Assembly from NA-140 (Kasur-
III) constituency. He is currently Foreign Minister of Pakistan. Mian Khursheed Mahmud
Kasuri graduated with a B.A (Hons.) degree from University of the Punjab in 1961, followed
by a tripos degree from Cambridge University and qualified as Barrister-at-Law at Gray's
Inn London. During his political career, Mr.Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri was elected as First
Secretary General of Peoples Democratic Alliance and was appointed Federal Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs in the interim government of Prime Minister Mir Balakh Sher Mazari.

Mr. Kasuri is an ex-officio member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

Contact Information
Tele (Off): 051-9210335, 9203824
Tele (Res): 051-9222227-8
Fax (Off): 051-9207600
Address (Off):
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Constitution Avenue, Islamabad.
Address (Res):
House No. 13-A, Street No. 8, F-7/3, Islamabad.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad was born on 30th March, 1941.  He went to Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar in
1964 from where he obtained the Degrees of M.A. (Jurisprudence) and B.C.L.   He is a Barrister-
at-Law from the Inner Temple London and an Honorary Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford.

He has a highly distinguished career in politics and public service and has held the office of :-

President of Pakistan (July to November, 1993 and December, 1997 to January, 1998).

Chairman Senate of Pakistan (24th December, 1988 to 12th October, 1999).  Elected
in 1988 and re-elected in 1991, 1994 and 1997.

Federal Minister for Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs (September, 1986 to December
1988).  Has also held the portfolio of the Federal Minister for Interior & Narcotics
Control.

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate of Pakistan, 1988.
Elected as Senator from Punjab on a technocrat seat in 1985. Re-elected in 1991, 1994,
1997 and 2003.  Presently he is the Leader of the House in the Senate of Pakistan and
is a Member of the Pakistan Muslim League.

As a Lawyer by profession, he is presently heading his own law firm (Sajjad Law
Associates) having its Head Office in Islamabad.

He is the President of the Foundation for Advancement of Science & Technology
and Chancellor of the National University of Computer and Emerging Sciences.

He has travelled extensively and visited over fifty countries. He is married and has three
children.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-922 3503, 922 3504
Tele (Res): 051- 224 0903
Mobile:  0333- 575 3205
Fax:  051-922 3505(Off.) 224 3856(Res.)
Address: H. No.12-A, P&V Scheme No.2, Park Road,

    Chak Shahzad, Islamabd.

Senator Wasim Sajjad
(PML - Federal Capital)
Member
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Senator S. M. Zafar is a prominent lawyer and former Federal Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs, Pakistan. He is involved with various aworks and is Chairman of the
Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency - PILDAT's Board of
Advisors, Chairman of the Human Rights Society of Pakistan as well as of the Senate
Committee on Human Rights. He was President of the High Court Bar Association Lahore
(1975) and President of the Supreme Court Bar Association (1979). He is also Chairman
of the Cultural Association of Pakistan. Senator Zafar has visited the US, Canada, UK,
France and Germany. He enjoys farming and has three sons and a daughter.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223969, 042-7570257, 042-7570258
Tele (Res): 051-9223825, 042-5420828, 042-5421668
Mobile: 0300-8455377
Fax: 042-7570256, 042-5715483
Email: mnz@nexlinx.net.pk
Address: Zafar House, 300 West Canal Bank, Hanjarwal, Lahore

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad
(MMA - NWFP)

Member

A world renowned research scholar, an educationist, an economist, a versatile writer and
a preacher of Islam, Prof. Khurshid Ahmad was born on March 23, 1932 at Delhi, India.
He holds a Bachelors degree in Law and Jurisprudence, Masters degrees in Economics
and Islamic Studies and an Honorary Doctorate (Ph.D) in Education. Prof. Khurshid Ahmad
has held the portfolio of the Federal Minister of Planning and Development and has been
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission in the Government of Pakistan from 1978
to 1979. He has written around 30 books in English, over 20 in Urdu and contributed to a
large number of magazines. Senator Ahmed was elected as member of the Senate in
February, 2003, and is a member of the Senate's Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Kashmir Affairs and Northern Affairs. He previously served as member of the Senate from
March 1985 till March 1997. During that tenure he was also Chairman of the Senate Standing
Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs from 1991 till March, 1997. He is Vice President
(Naib Ameer) of Jama'at-e-Islami Pakistan and Founder and Chairman of both Institute
of Policy Studies, Islamabad and the Islamic Foundation, Leicestershire, UK.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-2650971-3
Tele (Re): 051-2103137
Mobile: 0300-8542211 Fax: 051-2650704
Email: khurshid@ips.net.pk
Address: Institute of Policy Studies, Block-19, Markaz F-7, Islamabad

Senator S. M. Zafar
(PML - Punjab)

Member
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Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Abbasi
(PML-N - NWFP)
Member

Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Abbasi is former Chief Minister of the NWFP and a Federal
Minister. He is an experienced politician and one of the prominent leaders of the PML-N.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-4102122
Tele (Res): 0992-382323
Mobile: 0300-8548638, 0300-5006061
Fax: 051-2876405
Email: sardarmahtab@hotmail.com
Address: Pines Cliff Mirpur Abbotabad

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq
(MMA - NWFP)
Member

Senator Sami-ul-Haq completed education from Jamia Darul Uloom Haqqania Akora Khattak,
and received a degree in Tafseer from spiritual leader Maulana Ahmad Ali Lahori. He was
awarded an honorary degree from Darululoom Deoband India and Jamia Makka Muazzama,
serving as Chancellor and Teacher of Hadith. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq is a central
leader of MMA and runs Dar ul Uloom Haqqania, a religious seminary at Akora Khattak,
NWFP. He is also the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Religious Affairs and Minorities
Affairs, and has been serving in the Senate of Pakistan since 1985. Senator Sami-ul-Haq
is the Secretary General of the JUI-S, and Senior Vice President of the Islamic Democratic
Alliance. He is Founder and Secretary General of the National Uniformity council (A common
council of all religious political parties). He is the also the founder of the monthly Jamia
Haqqania Al-Haq, and has authored several rel igio-polit ical books in Urdu.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223957
Tele (Res): 051-9222829
Tele (Res): 0923-630340
Mobile: 0333-5196486
Fax: 0923-630922
Email: haqqania@nsr.pol.com.pk, haqqania@hotmail.com
Address: Jamia Darul Uloom Haqania Akora Khatak, Distt. Nowshera, NWFP, Pakistan.
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Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani
(PML -  Punjab)

Member

Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani, Minister for Information and Broadcasting, is a leading
political activist and grass roots organizer of his party who founded the youth movement
“Pasban”. He was Secretary General of the National Alliance, a coalition partner of the ruling
party. He is also the President of the Wise Education Society and Women Welfare Society.
He is the Founder of the Institute of Afghan Affairs (1985) and Education for All (EFA). He
has launched campaigns for the Kashmir cause, free employment (1997), Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Trust Hospital, collective marriage ceremony, true freedom (2000), and for relief
on foreign debt (2001). He played a leading role in the establishment of IJI (1988), Millat
Party, National Alliance and the Grand National Alliance. Senator Durrani has visited Europe,
Asia and Africa and is married with three sons and a daughter.

Contact information:
Tele: (Office) 9211800, 9213649
Tele: (Res) 042-5885593, 042-9230082, 051-9202895
Mobile: 0300-8453883
Email: durrani@interface.net.pk
Address 1 : Islamabad: 09-H Parliament Lodges
Address 2: Lahore: H.82-B Garden Block, Garden Town

Senator Nisar A. Memon
(PML - Sindh)

Member

Senator Nisar A. Memon is the former Minister for Information and the former Chief Executive
of the IBM Pakistan. He is also Chairman of the Standing Committee on Defence & Defence
Production. He previously served as Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting twice
(1993 and 2002); as President of the Overseas investors chamber of Commerce & Industry
Pakistan (1994); and as Chairman Board of Directors, Engro Chemicals Limited, Pakistan
(2001-2002). He is a Syndicate member of Karachi University and President of The Reformers.
Senator Memon has visited Europe, USA, Canada, Middle East, Africa and Central Asia. He
is married with two daughters and enjoys reading and playing Golf.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223956
Tele (Res): 051-9223853
Mobile: 0300-8222836, 0300-8556632
Fax: 021-5840642
Email: namemon@attglobal.net
Address: 78, Khayaban-e-Sehar, DHA, Phase VI, Karachi
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Senator Sardar M. Latif Khan Khosa
(PPPP - Punjab)
Member

Senator Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa is one of the country's leading lawyers who
has actively defended constitutional and political cases of his party leadership. He was
President of the High Court Bar Association thrice (1981-82, 1987-88, 1995-96), Member
Pakistan Bar Council since 1995, Chairman Executive Committee P.B.C. (1995-96), Chairman
Appeal Committee Punjab-1 (1996-2000) and Member Tribunal P.B.C. (1995-2000). He is
a Life Member of the High Court Bars of Lahore, Multan and Rawalpindi. He is also Life
Member of the Supreme Court Bar Association, and Chairman of Khosa Law Chambers.
Senator Khosa has visited the USA, Canada, France, UK, China, Ireland, Dubai and Saudi
Arabia. He is married with four sons and two daughters and enjoys cricket, debating and
music.

Contact information:
Tele (Res): 042-7351695
Tele (Mob): 0300-8410477
Fax: 042-7351695
Email: slk@magic.net.pk
Address 1: Lahore: Khosa Law Chamber, No. 1 Turner Road
Address 2: Multan: 2522, Bhawalpur Road
Address 3: Rawalpindi: Flat No.3, 1st Floor, Satellite Plaza,

       Six Road Chowk, Satellite Town

State Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Senator Tariq Azeem Khan has had
considerable experience in Management and Business while living in the UK. He was the
Minister for Press and Information at the Pakistan High Commission in London. He is also
Information Secretary of the PML-Q. Senator Khan is a regular contributor to television and
radio programmes and has authored several articles on political affairs. He has been a
member of various delegations to international conferences on issues related to human
rights and economic emigration.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9208187
Tele (Res): 051-2652100
Mobile: 0300-8552457
Fax: 051-4440168
Email: tak@apollo.net.pk
Address: 48-Nazimuddin Road F-8/4, Islamabad

Senator Tariq Azeem Khan
(PML - Federal Capital)
Member
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Senator Babar Khan Ghori
(MQM - Sindh)

Member

Senator Babar Khan Ghori is currently the Minister for Ports and Shipping.. He has served
as Member of the Sindh Assembly from 1993-1996, and as Member National Assembly
from 1997-1999. He has visited the UK, USA, Holland, UAE, Saudi Arabia
and France. Senator Ghori is married with two sons and three daughters.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9210344, 9203244
Mobile: 0300-8420949
Fax: 021-4125466
Email: babarghauri@hotmail.com
Address: C-170, KDA Scheme, 1-A, Karachi, Pakistan

Senator Gulshan Saeed
(PML - Punjab)

Member

Senator Gulshan Saeed, Chairperson, Senate Standing Committee on Ports and Shipping,
is a long-standing political activist and she runs an NGO called Roshan Pakistan. She was
a member of the Punjab Social Welfare Board from 1998-2002. She has visited the UK,
Thailand, Saudi Arabia, France, Holland and USA. Senator Gulshan Saeed is married with
two sons and two daughters.

She is currently the Vice President of the Women's Wing of Pakistan Muslim League, and
member of its General Council. She has held assignments of Punjab Social Welfare
Board, Bait-ul-Mal Punjab and Chairman Zakat Committee Lahore.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9207477, 9223818
Tele (Res): 042-6664652, 042-6650482
Mobile: 0300-8420783
Address: 77, Bridge Colony, Lahore, Cantt.
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Mr. Babar, the Secretary of the Committee, holds the position of the Additional Secretary
of Pakistan Senate, which he joined in 1991. With Masters degree in Economics and another
in Development Studies from the Hague, Mr. Babar has held senior positions during his
25-year career in different departments of Government of Pakistan. He has accompanied
parliamentary delegations to a number of countries and written extensively on the
parliamentary procedures, committee system and jurisdiction.

Contact Information
Tele (Off): 051-9209790
Tele (Res): 051-9266966
Mobile:0333-5107274
Email: iftikharullahbabar@hotmail.com
Address: Senate Secretariat, Parliament House, Islamabad.

Mr. Tayyab Siddiqui joined the Foreign Service of Pakistan in 1967 and  served as
Ambassador of Pakistan to Zimbabwe (1986-1990), with concurrent accreditation to Zambia,
Botswana and Namibia; to Indonesia (1992-1996), with concurrent accreditation to Papua
New Guinea; to Egypt (1997-1999); and to Switzerland (1999-2003), and also to the Holy
See and Liechtenstein.

In a 35 - year career as a diplomat, he also served in Pakistan missions in Amman, Beirut,
Colombo, Berlin (GDR), Athens, Dhaka and Washington D.C. He was a member of Pakistan
delegation to the UNGA for four years (1977-1980).

Ambassador Siddiqui is currently a regular analyst on international affairs with Radio
Pakistan and PTV and other private channels. He is a regular contributor to English dailies
 - 'Dawn', 'The Nation' and 'The Post' on current international issues. He also contributes
a regular column entitled “Harf-e-Haq” to the Urdu daily, ‘ Ausaf’. The selection of his
columns was published in March, 2005.

Contact Information
Mobile: 0300-5005358
Tele (Res): 051-2816011
E-mail: amb_tayyabsiddiqi@yahoo.com
Address: House 13, St. # 43, F-8/1, Islamabad.

Mr. Iftikhar Ullah Babar
Secretary Committee

Mr. Tayyab Siddiqui
Consultant
Ambassador (R)
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The Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a non-profit organization
established in 1967 with its headquarters in Munich. Its activities,
financed by the Federal Republic of Germany, by the Free State
of Bavaria, and by private donations, are organized through four
main departments, the Academy for Politics and Current Affairs,
the Institute for Adult Civic Education, the Scholarship organization
and the Institute for International Contact and Cooperation.

In accordance with the overall mission statement of the HSF, the
Institute for International Contact and Cooperation is working in
the service of peace, democracy and development with projects
in currently 60 countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern
Europe. In Pakistan the HSF has established and supported
Technical Training Centers in the province of Balochistan from
1983 to 1999. Since 1993, when an office of the HSF was opened
in Islamabad, its activities have included technical support and
staff training for the Secretariats of both houses of the Parliament
and cooperation with a number of Institutes, Think Tanks and
University Departments, all of which are doing research mainly
on issues of current international and regional politics. HSF has
assisted in the organization of hundreds of public seminars with
its partners in Pakistan, as well as non-public dialogue forums on
foreign policy and security matters with experts from  neighbouring
and European countries.

The HSF is pleased to be associated with the production of
Report No.10: Visit to Japan and South Korea, under
the auspices of Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

Hanns Seidel Foundation
House 2, Margalla Road, F-6/3, Islamabad.
Tel: (051) 227-5568/69, Fax: (051) 227-5569
E-mail: hss@isb.paknet.com.pk

About the Hanns Seidel Foundation



Foreign Relations Committee

FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMITTEE
Brief of the Reports published by the

REPORT NO. 1:
Deals with the visit of the members of British House Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, to Islamabad in May 2004. The major
issue was ìto discuss matters of mutual interest, particularly the global and regional scenario in the aftermath of 9/11 incidentî.

The Report covers the proceedings of the meeting and explains the viewpoint of the two countries.

REPORT NO. 2:
Relates to the meeting held on May 28, 2004 on the subject of General Elections in India, its impact on Pakistan and their regional
implications. Recognized experts on South Asia were invited to present their assessment and perspective; including former
Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar and Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar.

REPORT NO. 3:
 Is a well-documented treatise on the post 9/11 issue of terrorism and “Enlightened Moderation” advocated by President Musharraf.

The US point of view, both official and nonofficial, is also reflected in the articles and statements by renowned US experts to
provide a broader view of the problem, as also divergent perspectives from Pakistan.

REPORT NO. 4:
The report is a unique document as it contains the eye-witness account of the visit of Pakistani journalists, to Occupied Indian
Kashmir  the first ever by any Pakistani in last 57 years.

REPORT NO. 5:
It is an account of the visit of Foreign Relations Committee to Europe, in particular, Belgium, Germany and the UK. The Report
covers meetings with counterparts in these countries and interaction with the resident Pakistan community in the continent.

REPORT NO. 6:
It is an account of the visit of Foreign Relations Committee to Europe, in particular, Belgium, Germany and the UK. The Report
covers meetings with counterparts in these countries and interaction with the resident Pakistan community in the continent.

REPORT NO. 7:
The Report entitled “ Pakistan and the OIC” records the developments of Organization of Islamic Conference since its birth in
1969 and is a record of last 35 years of OIC ˇ

REPORT NO. 8:
Pak – Africa Relations “Report on the state of relations between Pakistan and African countries based on informal dialogue of
the Committee members with African envoys based in Islamabad.

REPORT NO. 9:
Pakistan – UK Relations is an account of the interaction with Sir Michael Jay, Permanent Under Secretary, UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office which covers viewpoints of both countries on issues of terrorism, Afghanistan and Iraq Wars, Iran’s nuclear
issue, and the difference between struggle for the legitimate right of self-determination and terrorist activities.

SENATE OF PAKISTAN

2004 - 2005

http://www.foreignaffairscommittee.org


