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REPORT NO. 6 OF 2014 

I, Chairman of the Committee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges, have 

the honour to present report of the Committee on Privilege Motion No. 02 

(102)/2014-M moved by Senator Mian Raza Rabbani on his behalf and on behalf 

of some other Senators belonging to opposition parties, regarding the statement of 

Spokesperson, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 

2. The composition of the Committee is as under:-  

1. Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi Chairman 
 2. Senator Mian Raza Rabbani    Member 
 3. Senator Abbas Khan Afridi    Member 
 4. Senator Islamuddin Shaikh    Member  
 5. Senator Aitzaz Ahsan     Member  
 6. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed   Member  
 7. Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah   Member  
 8. Senator Haji Mohammad Adeel    Member  
 9. Senator Afrasiab Khattak     Member  
 10. Senator Prof. Sajid Mir      Member  
 11. Senator Hidayat Ullah     Member 

12. Senator Abdul Rauf     Member 
13. Senator Ch. Muhammad Jaffar Iqbal   Member 
14. Senator Farooq Hamid Naek    Member 
15. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs.    Ex-Officio Member 

 

3. The details of the issue before the Committee were that it was reported in the 

daily “Dawn” of dated 28th February, 2014, that spokesperson of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs during her weekly media briefing stated that the criticism on 

foreign policy was motivated and the people who have no understanding about 

foreign policy were indulging in the debate on foreign policy. She allegedly 

questioned the intelligence level of the people indulging in that debate. The Senate 

and National Assembly had been discussing the foreign policy of the Government 

and it seemed that the spokesperson criticized that debate and questioned the 
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intelligence of the Parliamentarians. A privilege motion was moved on this 

issue which was held in order and referred to the Committee for investigation and 

report.  

4. The Chairman Committee, during discussion on the issue, said that the statement 

by the spokesperson was ridiculous. He commented that the Government officials think 

that they have collective wisdom of the nation and the Parliamentarians have no 

knowledge of the foreign policy. They should acknowledge that the Parliamentarian 

also know a lot regarding the national affairs, foreign policy of the Government and 

matters of public importance. He said that none has the right to comment on the 

intelligence and knowledge of Parliamentarians. The foreign policy of the Government 

was discussed in the National Assembly and Senate and the Members of high caliber 

including Senators Aitzaz Ahsan, Mian Raza Rabbani, Mushahid Hussain Syed, 

Afrasiab Khattak, and Farhatullah Babar took part in the discussion. He was of the 

view that the Spokesperson had hurt the feelings of the Members by making the 

statement in question. He termed it an attack on the integrity of the Members.  

5. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed said that the subject matter of the privilege 

motion was also taken up and discussed in the meeting of the Senate Standing 

Committee on Foreign Affairs. The Ministry informed the said Committee about the 

factual position which was satisfactory. The report of the newspaper on which this 

motion was based was incorrect. He proposed that the Committee should not proceed 

further in the matter as the Ministry has already cleared their position. 

6. Senator Farhatullah Babar informed the Committee that the reporter of Daily 

Dawn who made the report on which the privilege motion was based was not present in 

the briefing by the Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He also supported 

the point of view of Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed and said that as the position was 

cleared by the Ministry in the meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, therefore, there was no need to proceed further in the matter.  
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7. The Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said that the respect of 

Parliamentarians is essential for all. He also said that the reporter who has reported the 

news under consideration was not present in the briefing. As the Spokesperson did not 

say anything like this, no other newspaper reported such remarks. He expressed that 

there may be short comings in the foreign policy but it reflects the collective wisdom of 

the nation. He was of the view that statement of the Spokesperson was misconstrued. 

He informed that the remarks which created misunderstanding were expunged from the 

record. He reiterated that none can even think to degrade the Parliamentarians. He said 

that the comments made by the spokesperson were in connection with an article in a 

section of media and not in connection with the discussion taken place in the Senate. 

However, he apologized for any inconvenience caused to the Members.  

8. Senator Afrasiab Khattak was of the view that there was a mind set of the 

bureaucracy which do not give weightage to the opinion of Parliamentarians. He said 

that Parliamentarians supported the Foreign Office but the Foreign Office should 

respect the point of view of Parliamentarians also.  

9. The Chairman inquired that as to whether the Foreign Office refuted the report in 

question. He also inquired about the action taken by the Ministry against the journalist 

who reported incorrectly. 

10. Senator Abdul Rauf said that the foreign policy of the Government is not 

reflective of the public opinion. He proposed that the Members should be briefed about 

the foreign policy of the Government.  

11. The spokesperson, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, informed that as per policy they 

do not discuss the Members of the Parliament and their statements or other matters 

relating to them. She said that there was an article in a section of press containing the 

words “Pakistan foreign policy for sale”. The remarks made by her in the briefing were 

specific to that article. She also informed that the journalist who made the said report 

was not even present in the briefing. She said that she has esteemed regard for the 
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Members of Parliament and she has never said that Senators do not know 

anything about the foreign policy.  

12. The Chairman appreciated the statements of the officers of the Ministry of 

Foreign Office. He said that the Foreign Office has cleared the matter. The Committee 

do not intended to insult anyone. As they have said that they did not make any 

reference to the Members of the Parliament and they have also apologized in this 

regard, so the apology tendered by the Ministry is appreciated and accepted. The 

Committee was satisfied on the position explained by the Ministry. Hence the Privilege 

Motion was disposed off. The Committee recommended that no further action is 

required to be taken on the motion. 
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