SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Friday, June 11, 2010
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament
House) Islamabad at fifty minutes past ten in the morning with Mr.

Presiding Officer (Senator Muhammad Jahangir Bader) in the Chair.
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Now | call upon Senator Maulana Muhammad Saleh Shah,
Chairman, Standing Committee on Religious Affairs, Zakat and Ushr
to present report of the Committee on the issue of new Haj Policy
of the Government and resultant increase in the air fare for Haj.

Yes, Mr. Senator.

Point of Order: Increase in Haj Fares.
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Senator Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari(Leader of the
House): Thank you Mr. Chairman. The honourable Minister for
Religious Affairs has categorically stated that this recommendation
and suggestion will be taken to the Cabinet and it will be
deliberated over there and the decision is taken. Previously,
whatever the Haj policy was announced, it was announced in
consultation and with the approval of the Cabinet. Rule 144 and
145 deal with the Standing Committees’ suggestions and | would
read last portion of that.

“.the Standing Committee shall study such subject or
matter....

(Interruption)

Senator Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari: It is a
Standing committee. This is the report of a Standing Committee. Let
me finish it now. For God’s sake let me finish it now. It is the
Standing Committee. The matter was referred to the Standing
Committee. Now they have submitted a report. It is a consensus
document. They have given a suggestion. They have given the
recommendations to the House. Now the report would be presented
before the Cabinet and the Cabinet is the competent authority to
decide the policy. It would be deliberated over there and the policy
would be given by the Cabinet. Certainly the honourable Minister
has made a commitment that he will take this matter to the Cabinet

and the Government would decide about that.
Mr. Presiding Officer: As far as the procedure is

concerned, you are right.

(Interruption)
Mr. Presiding Officer: Please see, sufficient discussion

has been done on it.
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speeches. Prof. Ibrahim sahib.
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Thank you Mr. Chairman, you look very graceful in this Chair. Mr.

Chairman, all my colleagues spoke and supported yearly national
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income and expenditure statement, made us to believe that the dark
clouds of the past dictatorship are dissipating. Sir, real fact is that
the enactment of 18" Amendment, NFC Award and many other
objectives that the present Government has achieved, they made us
to believe that the blue sky of hope, prosperity and development is
about to emerge. Unfortunately that is not the case because the
common man, the poorest of the poor is going through a hell, it is
the crisis of his life time that he is facing today.
oLkt p L3l T p LAl T Vit
st el L fd-e EnfF AL Lol
/}'3@'-4— l;)a{/d))//f uﬁ)'&)/; /3'8»»"‘L—f}‘/J$U J/J' ‘4—9//@/'/,
Ko S S T Pl P e Tt 65 i

Mr. Chairman, why don’t we recognize, what is happening
to the common man, the suffering, the anger, rage, revulsion that
he is facing today every where, that should be the index of this
budget. | want to ask you, are we using democracy to suit our
needs? Are we using this democratic process to prolong our stay in
power? Mr. Chairman, | am asking you a question because | am
naive, is democracy mean endorsement in the Parliament and in
the Cabinet? Or democracy means that debate has to occur in the
Parliament, it has to be passed and the decision has to be made
in the Cabinet and the Government’s job is clear enforcement of
those decisions with the consultation of their coalition partners, this
is the essence of democracy that | am missing today.

Today because of the time constraint Mr. Chairman, | am
not going to be talking about the price hike, lawlessness,
unemployment and corruption that have eroded the socio—economic
and political fiber of this great nation. Look at the institutions, they

are struggling, the biggest tragedy that our country is facing today
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but our leader does not have the will, does not have the vision,
ability to guide this great country. They lack wisdom, they lack
foresight, they lack fortitude of exceptional quality, that is only a
great wisdom of a leader, they can really steer this broken
economic, political and social ship of this country, out of that crisis
that we are facing today.

Mr. Chairman, isn’t that proven fact that the countries have
made development by investing in higher education, technical
education, in science and technology. They have made tremendous
progress in their social sector, not only by increasing employment,
job generation, standard of living, per capita income, they have also
increased and provided harmony, love, affection in their social
structure which we have failed to achieve today. The difference
between the developed country and undeveloped, our development
lies in the advancement of science and technology and education,
and that particular piece is missing, in the way we govern our
people, in the way we rule our people. If all over the world the
people have made advancement in investing their tax rupees, their
tax dollars, their tax euro, then why in the world we are fetching
tax payers money under the logo of great Benezer shaheed, using
her name, name of a great leader and handing over to the people
which will not bring socio economic development in my country.

Mr. Chairman, look at our natural resources, look at the
human resources that we have but look at the apathy, look at the
underdevelopment, look at the malnourishment, look at the health
sector, all those sectors from where we can make progress are
suffering today because of the ill-conceived policy of the present
government.

(Thumping of desks)
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Mr. Chairman, there is a great realization and it has become
obvious that we have to cater the need of the poor people of

Pakistan.

(88622l 14 )

Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati: M.
Chairman, | was saying that it has become imperative, not only to
transform our socio—economic, political and justice system in this
country but also to bring a technical and scientific revolution. Invest
in brain, invest in people, this is how we are going to make
progress.

Mr. Chairman, that is the only way we can increase our
efficiency and productivity and unless all sectors and all institutions
we build in, bring know how to them, inter connect them together,
we are not going anywhere but we are going to be the poorest of

the poor country of the world as we are today.

Mr. Presiding Officer: Thank you.
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Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati: Mr.

Chairman, we have to increase the efficiency and productivity of our
products and by scientific and industrial revolution in this country we

can build up the quality, we can have value added in our

29



manufacturing and that is the only way that we can earn the money
through our exports and can bring and build our economy.

Mr. Chairman, allow me to use the technical example what
is happening in Pakistan. At the present time we are consuming
about 8 to 9 million tons of diesel and 7.2 tons of furnace oil for
our own consumption. Majority of that is coming from overseas. For
heaven’s sake, let us make our country strong and if we switch
10% of our consumption to the blended diesel and furnace oil, you
know Mr. Chairman, how much we are going to save,1 billion US
Dollars and that we can derive from biomass energy. Science and
technology institution has the ability and capability to bring their
share to the people of Pakistan but we are investing in Benazir
Support Programme rather than investing in higher education,
technical education and in science and technology. Can you imagine
Mr. Chairman, that the share for the last year of our science and
technology for 50 departments was only 1 billion dollar, what a
shame and you know how much it has been allocated this year.
We have become the laughing stock. When | talk to the people, |
go overseas and tell them that Pakistan is a nuclear state, it has
the ability, scientists, engineers, technicians can do a lot but
allocation is total 1.6 billion. Mr. Chairman, you have raised Benazir
Support Programme from 45 billion to 50 billion. You didn’t have
the money. What happened to science and technology and higher
education? Your Higher Education Commission has brought an
education revolution in this country. 2002 with a basic inception of
that commission, you know how many Ph.Ds this great country of
Pakistan inherit from 1947 and 2002, Mr. Chairman, 2995 Ph.Ds in
65 years, in a great programme with a great man like Dr. Atta-ur-
Rehman came in, he had the vision of the developed world, from

2002 to 2009 he gave us your daughter, my daughter, your son,
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my son, additional 3300 Ph.Ds. Mr. Chairman, you will be glad to
know that today our sons and daughters, 2800 are doing Ph.D
overseas, for more than 4000 are doing there Ph.D today and this
is purposeful education, scientific, technical, discipline that they are
reading. They are doing Masters in nuclear technology, biotech,
pharmaceutical, health, agriculture, industry, manufacturing, computer
sciences, vacuum sciences and that is the strength of my great
country Pakistan.

Sir, we need to realize this fact that Japan and many
European countries don’t have, let me repeat, don’t have the
natural resources comparable to your country Pakistan. They don’t
have the human resources comparable to you sir, but what a
shame, in 2007 Japan’s GDP was 4.4 ftrillion US dollars and Mr.
Chairman, allow me to say again what a shame that GDP of
combined together 57 Muslim Countries was less than 4.4 trillion
US dollars. Mr. Chairman, allow me to say that Singapore, the size

of Lahore Metropolitan, having no natural resources whatsoever
other than the knowledgeable society, brain, () 8 Glua¥) Lalaadl)

(ms8you know what their export was in 2008, 203 billion US
dollars. How much exports Turkey has? 115 billion dollars. Malaysia
176 billion dollars and look our great friend China, 1.6 trillion US
dollars and what a shame again, Pakistan just 20 billion dollars
because we have set our minds to handover our money, taxpayer’s
money, the poor money under many names rather than investing in
the knowledge based society in science and technology creating
engineers, technicians, scientists. Mr. Chairman, no society in the
world can make progress unless the tier of the higher education
devise plan and strategy for promotion of science and technology

and this is what your Higher Commission and Science and
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Technology is doing today. We have enormous source of solar
energy and hydel but we have gone to the wrong way. We have
indebted ourselves, sold ourselves, sold our souls to build castles
for Presidents, for Governors. We are spending billions and billions
for lavish life, for self promotion, mass media campaign, we have
unleashed it so they can spend poor people money on self
projection. Mr. Chairman, | will be brief, in the end | say the
greatness of my great people, the greatness of my great nation
does not lie in that we are the nuclear state. Where it lies? It lies
if the standard of living of the people of Pakistan is improved, if we
create jobs, bring respect, self reliance. Unfortunately, leaders of
this country do not have stake in this country. Let me emphasize
and say with full responsibility that the stake of leadership of this
great country is not in this country, it is somewhere else. Therefore,
the dream of building a prosperous and great Pakistan is drifting
away from you and me.

Oh Almighty Allah! Save this great country of Quaid-e-

Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Thank you very much.

Mr. Presiding Officer: Thank you, good speech.
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political etiquettes >, u(:,“é parliamentary practice ;, uquj'v(V] o;l:/'
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The House stands adjourned to -U}ft')ﬂﬂ:/éKdvqur‘rw

meet again on Monday, 14" June, 2010 at 4:00 pm. Thank you

very much individually and collectively.

[The House was then adjourned to meet again on Monday, 14" June,
2010 at 4:00 pm.]
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