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105. *Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood
Will the Minister for Special Initiatives be pleased to state: 
(a) the number of water filtration plants installed in the country 

so far with province-wise breakup; and

(b) the number of water filtration plants proposed to be 
installed in the country during 2009-10 and the amount 
allocated for that purpose with province-wise breakup?

Mr. Lal Muhammad Khan: (a) The Clean Drinking Water 
Program under the Ministry of Special Initiatives envisages installation 
of water filtration plants in each tehsil and union council of the country. 
Plants installed so far are as follows:—

Phase-1 (CDWI)
—————————————————————————————

Province/Region Installed Plants 
—————————————————————————————

Punjab 116 

Sindh 101 

NWFP 53 

Balochistan 102 

ICT 01 

FATA 08 

NAs 06 
AJK 19 

—————————————————————————————
TOTAL 406

—————————————————————————————
Phase-II (CDWA)

—————————————————————————————
Province/Region           Installed Plants   

—————————————————————————————

Punjab —

Sindh 187

NWFP 261

Balochistan 311

ICT —
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—————————————————————————————
(b) Working Capacity 

————————————————————————————
Province Total Number of Units 

————————————————————
Spinning Weaving Total

————————————————————————————
Punjab 287 24 311

Sindh 67 13 80

NWFP 13 02 15

Balochistan 07 01 08

Azad Kashmir 05 - 05
—————————————————————————————

          Total 379 40 419
—————————————————————————————

(c) Closed Capacity.— As per records a total of 102 units are 
closed out of which 15 units  closed  during the period of 2008-09 as 
reported by the mills.
Reasons for closure are as under: 

(i) Depressed global market due to economic slow down 
resulting in low demand of yarn and yarn products.

(ii) Non-supply of Electricity/Electricity breakdown.
(iii) Increase in cost of doing business.
(iv) Increased rate of Diesel & Furnace Oil resulting in high 

cost of electricity generation & consequent unviable 
production.

Textile Industry is distributed in mill sector and non-mill sector. 
Regular data is available only for the mill sector based on which the 
above reply has been made. However, surveys are conducted to generate 
data of non-mill sector and thus the total picture is as under:—

Spinning
—————————————————————————————

Spindles Rotors
—————————————————————————————

Installed Capacity 11,266,128 196,296

Closed Capacity 1,239,052 58,658 
—————————————————————————————
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(b) “The post of Chief Economist has been advertised twice in 
the national/international press. First time, interviews of 05 short-listed 
candidates were held on 30-11-2007 by a high level committee, chaired 
by Dr. lshrat Hussain, the then Chairman, National Commission for 
Government Reforms (NCGR). None of the candidates was deemed 
suitable for the position of Chief Economist. Secondly, a search 
committee for identification of suitable person(s) for selection as Chief 
Economist/Member, Planning Commission in MP-1 Scale has been 
constituted on 17-2-2009. The process of filling the position of Chief 
Economist/Member, Planning Commission is at final stages and the 
selection will materialize accordingly as early as possible.
120. *Senator Prof. Muhammad Ibrahim Khan: 

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to 
state:
(a) whether it is a fact that the Government has recently 

purchased sugar from sugar mills at the rate of Rs. 25 per 
K.G. ;

(b) whether it is also a fact that 30 lac tons sugar has been 
stored in the Government godowns and the requirement of 
the country for a year is only three lac tons; and

(c) the reasons for increase in the price of sugar in the country 
inspite of the fact that sufficient sugar is available in the 
Government godowns?

Mian Manzoor Ahmad Wattoo: (a) As per the information 
from Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP), TCP purchased during 
2007-08 sugar from sugar mills up to 23rd October, 2008 after which no 
procurement has been,undertaken from the mills by TCP. TCP did not 
procure sugar during 2008-09 from domestic market.

(b) It is clarified that the monthly average consumption of 
sugar is 350,000 tons while the actual off-take (sale per month November 
to June 2008-09) is 300,000 per month. The total production of sugar by 
sugar mills in year 2008-09 is 3,188,000 tons. There are also last years 
leftovers of 11 lac tons. These 43 lac tons 
(32 lacs+11lacs) were stored in their own warehouses while sugar 
procured / imported by TCP is stored in TCP warehouses / godowns and 
with sugar mills for onward supply to USC.

(c) The total actual consumption of sugar stand at 4,200,000 
tons approximately at the rate of 350,000 tons average monthly 
consumption and the total sugar production for the year 2008-09 is 
3,188,000 tons while the sugar stocks including imported sugar stand at 
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4. After Ramazan USC is continuing to sell 40,000 tons a 
month of sugar at Rs.38/- per kg from 5700 plus USC 
outlets across the Country.

5. Approval by ECC to import 0.3 million tons of raw sugar 
for next season in view of further anticipated decrease in 
sugarcane production.

6. The Cabinet Division has set up a ‘Committee to tackle 
sugar problem in Pakistan’ to recommend ‘short term’ and 
‘long term’ strategy of sugar. It was notified on 10th 
September 2009.

7. The meeting of the ‘Committee to tackle sugar problem’ 
was held on 16 September 09. It was chaired by the 
Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs and 
Statistics. The meeting was attended by Minister for 
Industries and Production, Minister for food and 
Agriculture, Provincial Ministers for Food NWFP, Punjab, 
Sind, Agriculture Minister Punjab, senior officers of 
relevant provincial and federal departments.

8. The provinces needed time to consult with their respective 
stake holders and come up with their considered 
responses/suggestions in the next meeting on 6th October 
09 when the final decisions will be taken.

124. *Senator Begum Najma Hameed:
Will the Minister for Food and Agriculture be pleased to state:
(a) the quantity of tobacco produced in the country during the 

last five years with province-wise break up; and
(b) the steps taken / being taken by the Government to increase 

the production of tobacco in the country during the current 
financial year?

Mr. Nazar Muhammad Gondal:  (a) During last five 
years 2003—08, Pakistan produced total quantities of 86.2, 100.5, 112.6, 
103.3 and 107.8 million kgs. Province-wise break up is tabulated as 
under:—

(Million Kgs)
—————————————————————————————

Year Punjab Sindh NWFP Balochistan Total
—————————————————————————————

2003-04 21.1 0.2 62.9 2.0 86.2
2004-05 20.6 0.2 77.3 2.4 100.5
2005-06 21.6 0.1 87.9 3.0 112.6
2006-07 21.5 0.2 78.2 3.4 103.3
2007-08 19.9 0.4 84.9 2.6 107.8
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2008-09 Purchase still in progress
—————————————————————————————

(b) Pakistan Tobacco Board (PTB) an attached wing of 
Ministry of Commerce and Trade, with its headquarter in Peshawar, has 
mandate for promotion of tobacco crop in the country. The steps taken 
by the BTB so far and being planned to be taken in the future are given 
as under:

1. The Board has established its Zonal Office at Lahore and 
Research Stations at Mardan, Mansehra, Kunjah (Gujrat) 
and Okara to prorate tobacco production.

2. Model Farms have been established in Swabi, Buner, Hazro 
(Attock), Jampur, Bubak(Sindh) and Pishin(Balochistan) 
where Research and Development work to maximize 
tobacco production and exports is in progress.

3. The Extension service has been located at pivotal points in 
close collaboration with the tobacco companies and 
Provincial Agriculture Department for quick dissemination 
of new technology to the tobacco growers.

4. New varieties with greater high production, better quality 
leaf and greater resistance against insect-pests and diseases 
are being developed and introduced to maximize quality 
tobacco production and export.

5. Curing techniques of tobacco leaves are being developed 
and upgraded. There was significant improvement in flue-
curing barn structure, furnace design and harvesting and 
curing technology.

6. New potential potato growing areas are being expolored on 
trial basis. These include tehsils Essa Khel, Pai Khel, 
Piplan and Wan Bachran of district Mianwali.

7. During the year 2007-08, the government earned revenue 
of Rs.36.4 billion in the form of Central Excise Duty 
(CED) and Sales Tax (ST) from tobacco.

8. During 2007-08, a foreign exchange earning of Rs.454 
million was fetched by the country through export of 
tobacco and tobacco products (cigarettes etc.)

126. *Senator Mr. Abdul Nabi Bangash:
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:
(a) the number of Overseas Pakistanis imprisoned in Gulf 

countries; and
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(b) whether the concerned Pakistani Missions are 
providing legal support to those prisoners, if so, its 
details?

Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi: (a) (a)
The,number of overseas Pakistanis imprisoned in Gulf countries 

is given below in a tabulated form:—
————————————————————————————————————————
Country Convicted Under trail Murder Drug Immigration Theft Others Grand 
————————————————————————————————————————
Bahrain 52 47 10 21 2 13 53 99 
Iran(Tehran) 73 13 5 62 3 4 12 86 
Kuwait 281 73 4 231 63 10 46 354 
Oman 76 — 11 43 — — 22 76 
Qatar 66 — 2 51 — 5 8 66 
Saudi Arabia 1003 149 15 308 85 73 671 1152
UAE — — — 500 — — 200 700 
————————————————————————————————————————
     Total 1551 282 47 1216 153 105 1012 2533

—————————————————————————————
(b) Our Embassies extend consular service immediately to all 

Pakistanis on receipt of information of their arrest. A representative of 
the Embassy undertakes a visit to the Deportation Cell to provide 
consular access to the detained Pakistanis. The Embassy officials also 
visit Police Stations, Immigration Department and Central Jail as and 
when required to provide necessary legal and consular access to the 
detainees.
128. *Senator Mr. Sardar Ali Khan:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:
(a) whether any case of issuing fake visas by the Pakistani 

Embassy in Nigeria has recently been surfaced;
(b) whether any inquiry has been conducted into the said case, 

if so, its findings; and
(c) the names of persons found involved in the said case and 

the action taken against them?
Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi: During the last few 

years a number of Nigerian nationals were found involved in drug 
trafficking in Pakistan. As a result, the Foreign Secretary constituted an 
Inquiry team to enquire into the matter of issuance of visa by the High 
Commission in Abuja to the arrested Nigerian nationals in Pakistan. The 
committee, after scrutinizing the records found out that out of a total of 
441 arrests made since 2005, only 50 visas were issued by the High 
Commission in Abuja. It was established that a huge number of arrested 
Nigerian nationals were on a fake travel documents which were of course 
not issued by the Mission in Abuja. Moreover, there is a considerable 
decline in the number of Nigerian nationals arrested on drug trafficking 
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charges and since 2008 not a single Nigerian national arrested in 
Pakistan was issued visa by the High Commission in Abuja. This is 
because of the strict measures undertaken by the High Commission in 
Abuja on the recommendation of the Senate Standing Committee on 
Narcotic Control.

(a) Data on the issue of visa, arrest of Nigerian nationals since 
2005 is given as below:—
—————————————————————————————
   S.No. Year No. of Visas issued Arrested in Verified by

by our Mission in Pakistan Pahic Abuja 
Abuja

—————————————————————————————

1. 2005 1001 115 17

2. 2006 951 106 08

3. 2007 1230 081 25

4. 2008 602 039 Nil
5.          2009 (Upto June 178 009 Nil 

—————————————————————————————
The data suggests the following trends:—
(i) Decline in issue of visa;

(ii) Decline in arrests in Pakistan; and
(iii) Decline in the visits of Nigerians to Pakistan.
The Mission has taken stringent measures to process business 

visa to curb drug trafficking and the following requirements are now 
mandatory: 

(i) Company’s registration with the Government authorities;
(ii) Income tax registration and taxes paid over the last 5 years; 

(iii) Letter from Chamber of Commerce;
(iv) Recommendation letter from the Foreign Office where the 

applicant applies;
(v) Bank statement for the last 4 years;

(vi) Information on imports from Pakistan, if any, during last 2 
years, with details such as:
(i) Value of goods; and

(ii) Pakistani importers’ name.
(vii) Invitation letter from the Pakistani Company, with details 

of the Company such as:
(i) NTN with Income Tax;

(ii) Bank statement for the last 4 years;
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PROMISED REPLY 

    +(Promised Replies have been adjusted as per orders of the Secretary Senate)
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